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SHOPTALK (56/01) 
The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


an initial appeal for 3 million US dollars (14 December) to help the victims 
of the earthquake in Armenia. 


an appeal for 150 000 US dollars (7 December) to help sustain the efforts of 
the Hungarian churches in providing emergency assistance to Romanian 
refugees in Hungary. 


a situation report (#3, 21 November) on effects of and ecumenical response 
to Hurricane Joan in Nicaragua. 


an appeal for 100 000 US dollars (17 November) to help ecumenical efforts to 
respond to the effects of Typhoon Rudy in the Philippines. 


a situation report (#1, 14 November) on a food shortage in Tanzania. 
a situation report (#2, 30 November) on ethnic fighting in Burundi. 
a situation report (#1, 28 November) on Mozambican refugees in Tanzania. 


a situation report (#2, 30 November) on effects of and ecumenical response 
to Hurricane Gilbert in the Caribbean and Central America. 


LWF Report #25 (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) is an analysis of Lutheran 
responses to the WCC document on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). 


Information about the 26-member [British] Churches Commission on Overseas 
Students is available from the commission at 2 Chester House, Pages Lane, 
London N10 1PR. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


The Nature and Meaning of Diakonia, Paulos Gregorios, 5.90 Swiss francs, 
2.50 UK pounds, or 3.95 US dollars. 


In EPS 88.11.79, it should be clear, if it is not, that the CCJP, as a 
sub-committee of the WCC Dialogue Working Group, is made up of Christians. 


The EPS 1988 index is available on request. However, if you received the 
1987 EPS index from us, your name is on our mailing list, and you will be sent 
a copy automatically. In that case, therefore, please do not re-request. 


The next EPS copy deadline is 4 January at 8h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 19 December; the next is planned for 6 January. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telefax. You can then ask (and pay) 
for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 


dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


USA: ‘COVENANT COMMUNION' URGED Ecumenical Press 
TO HELP UNITE NINE DENOMINATIONS Service 89.01.01 


NEW ORLEANS - Church unity in the form of ‘covenant communion' is being 
proposed by representatives of nine US denominations of several traditions. 


The unanimous vote on the covenanting plan - after more than 25 years of study 
and debate - came last month at the 17th Plenary of the Consultation on Church 
Union. In order to take effect, the plan must be ratified by governing bodies 
of the nine denominations, not expected to happen before the mid-1990s. 


Under the proposal, the nine could retain their own forms of church 
government, orders of worship, patterns of ministerial training and placement, 
and international confessional ties. However, they would agree that they 
confess the same faith, and would recognize the ordained ministers of each as 
part of one ordained ministry, consider membership fully transferable, and add 
"Church of Christ Uniting’ to their current names. 


Congregations in a given area would celebrate the eucharist together 
regularly, and jointly plan some activities. There would be ‘'covenanting 
councils' at national, regional, and local levels because ‘church unity will 
be neither visible nor organic if it is not embodied in some tangible form.' 


The importance of a ‘truly inclusive' church is emphasized throughout the 
covenanting text. It expresses ‘special concern' for 'those whom the world 
mistreats or overlooks: the poor, the weak, the disabled, the oppressed, 
those excluded from full participation in society ...' 


It says ‘racism and sexism still live as idolatries in churches, continuing to 
divide and destroy. Handicapism marginalizes people with disabilities as the 
institutions of both church and society continue to value physical wholeness 
in divisive and destructive ways. Rich and poor seldom worship together.' 


Once the plan takes effect, ordinations of new ministers would take place in 
common. Orders of worship to inaugurate the covenant and to reconcile and 
welcome existing ministers have also been prepared. 


The nine COCU members are the African Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, [Anglican] Episcopal, and 
United Methodist Churches, as well as the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), International Council of Community Churches, Presbyterian Church 
(USA), and United Church of Christ. 


Some of the members are also involved in bilateral efforts towards church 
union, and some have regional units and congregations outside the USA. 


Of the seven denominations which have voted on a theological consensus 
distributed after the previous COCU plenary, in 1984, all but one has approved 
at. The 1988 General Convention of the Episcopal Church expressed some 
reservations, but Episcopal Bishop Edward Jones told COCU participants here 
that ‘we have a commitment to continue' with COCU. Governing bodies of the 
Disciples and the United Church of Christ vote on the consensus later in 1989. 


After announcement of the unanimous vote for the plan by the nine delegations 
here, outgoing COCU president George Pike, a Presbyterian minister, called it 
an ‘historic moment in the Christian movement'. Delegates then sang ‘'Now 
Thank We All Our God' and spent the next five minutes embracing. 


Elected as new COCU president was Vivian Robinson, professor of English at 
Paine College, a member of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church. [EPS] 


WCC RESPONDS TO VIOLENCE Ecumenical Press 
AND EARTHQUAKE IN ARMENIA Service 89.01.02 


GENEVA — Responding to the 7 December earthquake in Soviet Armenia, the WCC's 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) issued an 
appeal for 3 million US dollars on 14 December. Earlier, a team was sent to 
the area by the WCC and the Conference of European Churches (CEC). 


General Secretary Emilio Castro asked WCC member churches to pray for the 
Armenian people. Messages of condolence went to Vasken I, catholicos of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, and chairman 
Konstantin Kharchev of the USSR State Council of Religious Affairs, assuring 
them of the support of churches worldwide through prayers and humanitarian aid. 


On the WCC-CEC team were Jacques Maury of the Reformed Church of France, 
Georges Tsetsis, Geneva representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, and WCC staff members Nico Keulemans, CICARWS emergencies 
officer, and Teny Pirri-Simonian, from the income coordination office. 


Tsetsis said talks with both Catholicos Vasken and government officials made 
it clear that the Armenian church is expected to play a major role in response 
to the quake. This will include not only pastoral care and the rebuilding of 
destroyed churches but also, once plans are elaborated, providing temporary 
housing and rehabilitation for the most seriously injured, especially 
children, and taking part in rebuilding of dispensaries, hospitals and schools. 


Keulemans noted that the church headquarters in Echmiadzin, near the capital 
Yerevan, had moved into action quickly to cope with what he described as ‘an 
unbelievable wave of relief goods' consigned to the catholicos. Seminarians 
from the theological institute at Echmiadzin were dispatched to unload 
airplanes and deliver the goods to the seminary for sorting and distribution. 


The officially confirmed figure of 55,000 deaths should almost surely be 
doubled, Tsetsis said, adding that a third of those killed were school-age 
children, meaning that 'the major part of a generation is lost to the nation’. 


Pirri-Simonian, herself an Armenian, pointed to the significance for Armenian 
national identity of the affected region -- the only place, she said, from 
which Armenians have never been uprooted in 4000 years of history. She said 
survivors with whom she spoke saw the quake not as a personal tragedy but as a 
tragedy for the Armenian people as a whole. But, she added, a seriously 
injured woman who had lost 15 close relatives quoted to her the words of an 
Armenian poet: 'we exist and we shall continue to exist.' 


Among issues highlighted by the team on 19 December after their return to 
Geneva were the need for ecumenical coordination of church-related relief and 
the fact that, in Tsetsis' words, 'two earthquakes have hit Armenia: the 
physical one and the political one’, connected with the continuing strife with 
neighbouring Azerbaijan over the disputed area of Nagorno-Karabagh. 


Already before the quake the Armenian church was responding to the presence of 
120,000 refugees from Azerbaijan. It had donated 1.7 million rubles (about 3 
million US dollars at the official exchange rate); and church staff had all 


accepted salary cuts over the past six months to Support the refugees, who are 
housed with Armenian families. 


In a 30 November letter to Evgeny Makeyev, Soviet ambassador in Geneva, Castro 
said the WCC is ‘aware of the complexity of the issues related to Azerbaijan 


and Armenia, and is confident that the Soviet authorities are seeking ways to 
find a just solution to the problems.' [EPS] 


NEW BISHOP REVIEWS Ecumenical Press 
RUSSIAN LUTHERANISM Service 89.01.03 


This item is abridged and adapted from Lutheran World information. 


RIGA (Latvia/USSR) (Friedrich Konig) - The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Russia never ceased to exist all through long hard years when it suffered 
repression. It lived on through the faith of its congregations, though they 
were divided and dispersed throughout the entire Soviet Union, says Harald 
Kalnins, 78, the new bishop for German-speaking Lutheran congregations in the 
Soviet Union [EPS 88.11.61] 


"This church seemed engulfed for a time, but now it is stepping back into 
Christian consciousness', Kalnins said in an interview. He recalled that up 
to the Soviet revolution of 1917 there was, in the whole Russian empire, one 
united Lutheran church comprising various ethnic groups - Estonians, Finns, 
Latvians, Lithuanians, Swedes, Norwegians, and Germans. 


The Germans, by far the biggest group, settled in Russia two-and-a-half 


centuries ago at the invitation of Catherine the Great. She herself was 
German, and she guaranteed her German subjects the right to keep their 
confessional and cultural identity. In the beginning, that right was 


respected by the Russian revolutionaries too. 


After World War I, Finland and the Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania) were able to leave the empire. That left the German congregations 
as the mainstay of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia. Its work 
continued and further developed, Kalnins said. 


The first Lutheran general synod after the revolution took place in Moscow in 
1924 and one of the main themes was the strengthening of the parishes. By the 
time the second synod took place, in 1929, ‘there were already dark clouds on 
the horizon', Kalnins said. The last synod took place four years later. 


It is important to remember, Kalnins said, that in those days the existence 
and the activities of the Lutheran church in the Soviet Union were fully 
recognized. The Germans lived in the area around the River Volga, in 
Bessarabia, in the Caucasus, in parts of the Ukraine, and from the Crimean 
peninsula in the south to Siberia in the north. 


"Then began the tragic period of Stalinism', Kalnins said, with Russian 


Lutheran church structures ‘illegally demolished.' Pastors were killed or 
deported, church buildings were confiscated or destroyed, and massive pressure 
was put on the German congregations. When the Germans in the Soviet Union 


were forcibly resettled in isolated groups throughout central Asia and 
Siberia, it was like pulling the floor from under their feet, Kalnins said. 


"But despite everything that happened’, the bishop said, ‘it is a fact that 
there is no Soviet law that has ever taken away the right of existence from 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia. Everything that was done to the 
church in past decades was illegal. If perestroika is going to try and make 
good the old mistakes, then that must also happen with regard to the German 
Lutherans and their church.' 


Kalnins is bishop of a gigantic diocese, stretching from the Afghan border to 
the Sea of Japan, and from Leningrad on the Baltic to Irkutsk in Siberia. 
Kalnins has contact with about 500 congregations, some of which live 7000 
kilometres from each other. 'So far we have reached only a part of the 
Lutherans', he said, adding that 'there could well be more than a million of 
them altogether.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 
DRAWING UP 
po gaa LAW Service 89.01.04 


This item is abridged and adapted from Lutheran World Information. 


RIGA (Latvia/USSR) (Friedrich Kénig) - The Soviet Baltic republics of Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania are drawing up their own laws on religion. Up to now, 
church bodies and religious groups there have been subject to regulations 
introduced in the 1920s for the entire Soviet Union. 


In Latvia, where Lutheranism is the numerically-dominant form of Christianity, 
the republic's Council for Religious Affairs has been preparing a proposal for 
reform for action by the republic's legislature. It has consulted church and 
other religious representatives to ask what they would like the reform to do. 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia (LELB) made 26 recommendations - 20 
about parish life and six about clergy. A major principle it stressed was 
that the parish or congregation should be recognized as a legal entity whose 
interests should not be restricted to what the state defines as church affairs. 


It said parishes and their pastors should have more rights and possibilities 
to be legally active outside of the church. Parishes should be allowed to 
collect money and open bank accounts, thus enabling them, for instance, to 
finance social work. They should also be able to have their own libraries 
with Christian literature. 


Even now, before the new law on religion has been introduced, things are said 
to be easier for the church in Latvia. Four church buildings that were 
confiscated by the state more than 20 years ago have now been given back to 
the LELB. New congregations have grown up in several places. 


Many people are coming back to the church. Pastors get more and more requests 
for their services. They are now allowed to visit homes for the aged and 
hospitals. Bible knowledge is now allowed as a school subject. Increasing 
numbers of young people in the church in Latvia are looking for answers to 
questions about the meaning of life and directions they should take. 


LELB is becoming more active in its youth work, particularly at the parish 
level. Pastors are trying to develop forms of youth work appropriate to 
modern young people. To keep up with these new developments, the church has 
appointed a pastor with special responsibility for youth work. 


Young Latvian Christians have been granted permission to attend church 
meetings abroad - something unheard of in the past. Here in Riga, there are 
plans for a youth conference with participants from Sweden. 


There are youth choirs and music groups; once a month there is a special 
worship service for youth. Some young Christians here have set up a 
visitation programme to the poor and _ the sick; others have’ taken 
responsibility for a Sunday school for children. 


In country areas, the situation is more difficult since there are still hardly 
any residences for pastors, nor parish buildings for meetings. They were all 
confiscated by the state in the past. Many pastors have to travel from Riga 
to visit rural parishes. Church officials expect the reforms to enable 
residences and buildings in rural areas to be returned. 


In evangelization efforts, the church has plans for using video cassettes of 
religious films as well as other evangelistic materials from abroad. It is 
not so long ago that help from abroad was strictly prohibited. [EPS] 


EUROPE: ECUMENICAL WORKSHOP Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS EAST-WEST RELATIONS Service 89.01.05 


HOLMA (Finland) - About 50 people attended a four-day workshop (here 19-22 
November) on East-West relations in Europe. Among other things, according to 
a report from the group, participants were 'challenged to help find new 
Strategies or develop existing ones in the light of being one European house.' 


The meeting was co-sponsored by the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland and 
the European Contact Group on Urban Industrial Mission, which is related to 
the World Council of Churches. Participants included representatives of 
foreign children living illegally in Switzerland, the 'new poor' in Britain 
and the Netherlands, women experiencing discrimination because of their sex, 
and Nicaraguans struggling ‘against the dominant power of their big neighbour.' 


Among areas of particular attention were ‘urban and industrial challenges 
faced by churches and base groups in the churches of East and West Europe’, 
East-West ‘trust building', ‘solidarity actions and campaigns', environmental 
issues, and the situation of the church in Estonia and Latvia. [EPS] 


ORTHODOX SEMINAR: PEOPLE OF Ecumenical Press 
GOD AND RENEWAL OF COMMUNITY Service 89.01.06 


PRAGUE - An Eastern and Oriental Orthodox seminar (here, 21-27 November) on 
‘people of God and renewal of community', called for ‘continuous and serious 
exploration' of ‘the role of laity today'. The 15 seminar participants, from 
a dozen countries, were convened by the World Council of Churches. 


The group said church renewal requires ‘full and authentic participation of 
the whole people of God in each place’. It cited ‘new needs and factors' 
needing attention, such as a ‘'conciliar spirit' between priests and faithful 
in parishes; recognition of various gifts, ministries, and groups within the 
local community; parish communication with society; the particular role in 
evangelisation and education of lay movements and associations; secular 
influences on lay opinion; spirituality; and ecumenical openness. 


The group observed that viewing ‘laity as a counter-identity to the clergy is 
not only alien to the Orthodox tradition, but it is also inaccurate, invalid, 
and insufficient.' It said the church is not to be considered ‘in terms of 
superior and inferior classes, but only as a unity, as one body'. [EPS] 


MIDDLE EAST: MEETING Ecumenical Press 
ON ECUMENICAL LEARNING Service 89.01.07 
AYIA NAPA (Cyprus) - Meeting at the ecumenical conference centre here, a 


Middle Eastern consultation on ‘ecumenical learning' brought’ together 
participants from six Middle Eastern countries with others from Kenya, Fiji, 
Trinidad, the Philippines, Federal Germany, Finland, and the United States. 


The meeting was sponsored by the Middle East Council of Churches in 
cooperation with the World Council of Churches. Among subjects on its agenda 
were pastoral work, publications, issues of particular concern to youth or 
women, and Christian-Muslim dialogue. 


The group suggested that 'ecumenicity' is 'a constant openness towards others 
through witness and service, with an outstretched hand for cooperation and for 
communion with the divine presence everywhere’. It described ‘ecumenical 
education’ as ‘living the Holy Word in all its depth, confronting others with 
an exemplary lifestyle based upon infinite love, and cooperation with everyone 
for the mutual welfare and salvation of humanity.' [EPS] 


MISSIONARIES ACCUSED OF AID Ecumenical Press 
TO GUERILLAS IN PHILIPPINES Service 89.01.08 


MANILA (Sophie L. Bodegon) - Two foreign Roman Catholic missionaries of the 
Redemptorist order have been accused of aiding the guerilla New Peoples Army. 


Edwin Nacional, who said he was a member of a clandestine organization, 
accused two priests of donating an undetermined amount of money and goods to 
the outlawed communist party in Bicol region, about 400 kilometres from here. 


He said the aid came from Asculta, which he described as an international 
group that aids revolutionary movements. He named the priests as a ‘Father 
Hajeans' and a ‘Father Mike’. 


Redemptorist representatives branded the allegations as a ploy to _ sow 
confusion among the people. William Golez, the priest who heads the 
Redemptorists in the region, said the two accused by Nacional were rural—based 
missionaries. 


One, an Australian, was transferred here in 1987. Golez said the other was a 
visitor who celebrated masses in mountain villages for a limited period in 
1987. He said Asculta is a group of professional volunteers involved in civic 
work to help rural villagers. 


In latter November, 17 members of a church-related relief and medical mission 
team were arrested by military authorities in the Cagayan Valley in the 
north-east of the country. 


Among those arrested were a Dutch social worker, a reporter with Philippine 
News and Features (an ecumenical news service), and four pastors of the United 
Church of Christ in the Philippines. They were released after hours of 
interrogation. Film footage taken during the mission was also confiscated. 


The arrests come after a series of disappearances in Metro Manila of 
human-rights activists. The church-related Task Force on Detainees says it 
has documented at least 3000 cases of human-rights abuse since Aquino became 
president in February 1986. [EPS] 


Greenland proposed as separate diocese EPS 89.01.09 
COPENHAGEN - The Greenland Governing Council has resolved that Greenland, the 
giant island now part of the Diocese of Copenhagen in the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Folk Church in Denmark, should become a separate diocese with its own bishop. 
Politically, Greenland is a self-governing part of Denmark. Its population is 
about 54 000. Its area is 2.175 million square kilometres. [EPS] 


USA: Lutheran-Methodist dialogue looks forward to unity EPS 89.01.10 

CHICAGO - Releasing a report on their second series of discussions, 
participants in the official, national Methodist-Lutheran dialogue say they 
‘look forward to the likelihood of future dialogue between our churches and 
the possibility that such dialogue will move us towards greater unity 


tebe ianece The discussions dealt particularly with the office of bishop. 


Kenya: ecumenical council contributes following SA blast EPS 89.01.11 

NAIROBI - The National Council of Churches of Kenya has begun a fund to 
contribute to the costs of rebuilding the bombed headquarters of the South 
African Council of Churches in Johannesburg [EPS 88.09.01]. A goal of 70 000 


Kenyan shillings was set; 33 000 were handed over before the end of last 
year. [EPS] 


Vatican ‘campaign to silence dissent' reported EPS 89.01.12 
WASHINGTON — Religious News Service reports that ‘campaign to silence dissent 
is in full swing' in the Roman Catholic Church. It says the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is spearheading a 'far-reaching 
crackdown on theological dissent'. [EPS] 


Australian diocese to end full communion over female bishop EPS 89.01.13 

BALLARAT — Bishop John Hazelwood and Assistant Bishop Graham Howard Walden of 
the Australian Anglican diocese here have written to the US Anglican diocese 
of Massachusetts informing them that they and the Australian diocese '‘'will 
cease to be in full communion with the bishops and diocese of Massachusetts' 
when Barbara Harris is consecrated for the US diocese as a_ suffragan 
(assistant) bishop. Harris was elected to her new post earlier this year [EPS 
88.10.01]; her consecration is expected early next year. The two Australian 
bishops scored 'the determination of some autonomous but minority churches to 
hurt the majority of Anglicans elsewhere.' They promised to continue to pray 
for the US diocese that it ‘continue to be blessed by God in spite of 
turning aside from Scripture and Tradition in this particular.' [EPS] 


eee 


English/Welsh RC bishops positive about conferences EPS 89.01.14 
LONDON -— Responding to a Vatican document which questions the role of national 
conferences of Roman Catholic bishops [EPS 88.11.54], the Roman Catholic 
bishops of England and Wales have emphasized their 'very positive' experience 
of such a conference. Though reportedly not as negative to the Vatican draft 
as the response of the US counterparts, the current draft of the English/Welsh 
response expresses concern that the draft tends to emphasize too heavily the 
church's unity to the neglect of its diversity. [EPS] 


USA: Three Anglican splinter groups sign unity declaration EPS 89.01.15 
EL PASO (Texas) - At a meeting here, three small Anglican groups which left 
the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church in recent years to protest some of 
its policies and practices, signed a '‘'declaration of unity' calling for 
greater cooperation among their approximately 50 congregations. The three are 
the United Episcopal Church, Anglican Episcopal Church, and Anglican Rite 
Jurisdiction. Three larger splits from the Episcopal Church - the Anglican 
Catholic Church, American Episcopal Church, and Diocese of Christ the King 
(together with about 200 congregations) - are not party to the agreement, nor 
are two denominations which left US Anglicanism earlier - the Anglican 
Orthodox and Reformed Episcopal Churches. [EPS] 


Peru: Methodists publish pastoral letter EPS 89.01.16 
LIMA —- Methodists in Peru published a pastoral letter scoring the ‘absence of 
a coherent national political programme' in the face of increasing violence 
and a worsening economic situation in the country. The letter calls the high 
foreign debt of Peru the result of a ‘scandalous and unjust international 
economic system dominated by rich nations and arranged to exploit the poor'. 
It also rejects ‘all forms of violence and loss of human lives, whatever be 
their origin.' Clashes between army and police forces and anti-government 
groups such as the Shining Path occur often in the country. [EPS] 


Canada: committee dismisses challenges on gay ordination EPS 89.01.17 
TORONTO -— The Judicial Committee of the United Church of Canada has dismissed 
two appeals which question the decision last year by the UCC General Council 
that homosexuals have as much right as other members of the church to be 
‘considered for ordination [EPS 88.09.14]. UCC Secretary Howard Mills ruled 
that the General Council decision does not change the UCC Basis of Union, and 
thus does not require approval from a majority of the 98 UCC presbyteries 
(regional units) in order to take effect. The committee turned down the 
challenges to the ruling. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Swedish Ecumenical Report on Non-Violent Action’ EPS 89.01.18 


This is excerpted from a report of a seminar on non-violent action sponsored 
J-13 November by the Swedish Ecumenical Council in Norrtalje. 


About three dozen people from church action groups and peace movements in the 
Middle East, South Africa, the Philippines, Latin America, Europe, the Soviet 
Union, and the United States participated. 


... The seminar highlighted a variety of key concerns: 
1. It recognized the existence of many significant non-violent actions. 


Participants in the seminar showed, with a wide range of examples from their 
own experience, the efficacy of non-violent action in situations of potential 
or actual violence and danger. 


Illustrations ranged from a defusing of conflict on the picket line in France, 
to the peaceful confrontation of millions of citizens with dictator Marcos's 
tanks in the Philippines, and reinforced the life-affirming philosophy and 
techniques of non-violence. 


yA It encouraged the members of all churches to become involved in the 
non-violent struggle. 


Our non-violent witness becomes increasingly effective as it gathers momentum, 
and we can understand and practise non-violence at many different levels. In 
order to demonstrate the strength of God and of His justice and truth through 
non-violent action - which may include non-cooperation with authority and 
civil disobedience as a response to situations of social injustice - we must 
first make a profound analysis of the situation, and then prepare ourselves. 


This means preparing ourselves both inwardly, through prayer, meditation and 


fasting, and outwardly, as a group, by taking very specific decisions about 
the task to be undertaken and its accomplishment. 


3. It called for an effective network, linking groups throughout the world 
which espouse and practise non-violence. 


Such a network might take as one of its main tasks the allocation of 
resources, both in finances and personnel, which could be called upon in 
Situations of potential or actual violence, to act with local Christian and 


other religious and secular groups in encouraging and propagating non-violent 
action. 


The network might also have a positive role to play vis-a-vis proposals for a 
non-violent civil defence force, presently being discussed in Sweden. ? 
4. It recognized with gratitude the considerable support given by the World 
Council of Churches to the organizations of oppressed, exploited and 


marginalised people throughout the world in their Struggles for justice and 
peace. 


It urged the World Council of Churches (e.g. through the Programme to Combat 
Racism and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs) to take 
seriously, and make known, the findings of the seminar to member churches, and 
to encourage, and support, member churches in the search for active 


non-violent methods as a means to justice eace and th 
e int 
creation. [EPS] oR egrity of 


ECUVIEW/Joe Hale: ‘Visiting Palestinians’ EPS 89.01.19 


Hale, general secretary of the World Methodist Council, visited Jerusalem 
last October for the annual conference of secretaries of Christian World 
Communions. This is excerpted from a longer report. 


--- The really frightening’ thing I heard during my visit was talk of the 
‘relocation' of Palestinian Arabs. I was reminded of what I saw in Capetown, 
South Africa .... Very near the downtown is a large empty area where there 
are no houses, no shops, no businesses. A lone church building is isolated 
in this large territory. 


This was 'District 6' of Capetown where the so-called 'coloured' population 
formerly lived. These people were 'relocated' or 'transferred' into camps 
out of the city, their houses destroyed, and it is a great blot on Capetown 
that, to this day, evokes feelings of shame. In fact, the multinationals will 
not build on this land because of the tens of thousands of people forceably 
removed from it. 


If Israel chooses to take Palestinian land for newly-arrived Israeli settlers 
or confiscate it for the state and destroy the people whose forefathers and 
foremothers have lived there for hundreds of years, the moral light Israel has 
historically given the world will be dim indeed, and rather than a victory to 
be savoured, there will instead be a profound sadness on the part of people of 
good will who everywhere want to think of this land as 'holy' and this people 
Bea aL Ght 66's 


One prominent Christian leader addressed our ... conference. ‘I am glad you 
have not cancelled because of the uprising. You have not left us alone. The 
meaning of the word "intifada" is "uprising". People are seeking an uprisen 


life in which all carry the image of God.' 


The last day I spent in Jerusalem, my colleague from Geneva and I stopped in 
an Arab shop in the Christian section of the Old City. I hesitantly asked the 
shopkeeper, a Christian and a member of the Friends Church, if he knew where I 
might find a shofar, a ram's horn which is used in Jewish festivals and 
services. My wife had asked me to look for one to use in her vacation church 
school 'Bible marketplace’. 


He said they used to have them, but did not now. After a moment, he spoke to 
his partner and gave him an address. He personally walked with us to the 
Jewish section of the walled city and introduced us to a Jewish merchant. The 
Arab patiently helped us select a shofar from many in the shop. These two 
merchants together, to my mind, were a picture of what Jerusalem might be. 
People want to express good will and to live in peace. 


Towards the end of the week our conference ... visited and spent several hours 
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. There are many places of significance I 
had never seen in the church. One was the Chapel of Imprisonment, 
commemorating the place where Jesus was held prisoner. 


Our leader who lives in Jerusalem and often visits the church said they had 
started to notice in this chapel little clusters of candles being lit and 
appearing with increasing frequency. ... [They are] being lit by mothers of 
‘young Palestinian boys who had been imprisoned. More than 17 000 persons 
have been arrested and imprisoned in 10 months. obof 


As our group was leaving, an Arab woman perhaps 35 years of age who had been 
waiting outside the chapel, rushed to the altar and lit a candle. I began to 
understand the enormity of the situation of which this was symbolic. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Manuel Pedro Cardoso: 'The New Poor in Europe’ EPS 89.01.20 


Cardoso is general secretary of the Portuguese Council of Christian 
Churches. He was one of approximately 20 participants in a 
study-consultation, 'New Initiatives in Diakonia' sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches in Glion (Switzerland), 1-4 December. Among the purposes 
of the meeting was to focus on ‘new possibilities’ for church-related social 
service. The text was translated by the WCC Language Service. 


The 'new poor' is an expression which has been in use now for a few years, by 
analogy with ‘new rich', to describe the opposite and much more tragic 
phenomenon of people who, having been reasonably well-off or even wealthy, 
find themselves compelled by social circumstances to live from one day to the 
next on very meagre resources or in poverty. 


These are people such as the small businessman whose business has failed and 
who, having reached an age regarded as unacceptable for the labour market, 
suddenly finds he has to try to survive with his family on a small pension or 
supplementary benefit; or people such as the executive who loses his job 
because his professional training has been overtaken by technological 
developments and who has not been able to retrain. 


When the difference between the retirement pension and the salary previously 
received is not made up by a subsidiary benefit or some other resource, and 
when on retirement a person loses any income other than salary, we have the 
situation of the 'new poor', with the trauma of moving house to an area more 
in keeping with the new financial circumstances and a change in lifestyle. 


This phenomenon deserves particular attention. That is because it is a 
painful confirmation of the fact that the existing economic order has failed 
to reduce (let alone eliminate) poverty. Moreover, it has actually tended to 
increase it, and create new sources of anxiety and insecurity by threatening 
to plunge people into poverty who once thought they were safe from that ordeal. 


The new poverty shows up the inhumanity of the kind of development in which we 
are caught up. Moving from a situation of economic prosperity to poverty was 
certainly always a possibility; but the frightening thing today is that the 
‘new poor' are, as it were, the fatal and inevitable product of the type of 
development we have chosen. ... 


Besides arguments of a technical, economic, and political nature, the churches 
have an enormous role to play in changing the very philosophy of life of 
people in the modern world. ... There is no denying that the churches have a 


large share of responsibility for the kind of societies we have in both East 
and West. ... 


Most Christians are well-meaning people — though perhaps often very naive. It 
seems that besides struggling against the structures of injustice we shall 
have to revise our theological thinking. Without giving up the struggle by 
the side of those who are seeking to get rid of the socio-economic problems 
which stand in the way of human liberation, we must also undertake a struggle 
on the plane of theological discourse, i.e. the meaning of life. 


For instance, in struggling for distributive justice which can take both the 
individual and individuals in community seriously, we must at the same time 
not perpetuate a theological discourse and church praxis which devalue 
humanity. --- Diakonia is at the very heart of the new life in Christ, for He 
is the servant ... par excellence. Service is another word for love. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ofelia Ortega: 'Christians and Marxists in Cuba' EPS 89.01.21 


This is excerpted from Christianity & Crisis magazine. A Cuban, Ortega is an 
associate director of the Programme on Theological Education of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Cuba is experiencing a 'new momentum' in church-state relations. New 
possibilities for fruitful collaboration between Christians and Marxists are 
opening up. And for Protestants and Roman Catholics fresh perspectives may 
lead to the development of an ecumenical liberation theology. 


Church-state relations in Cuba have gone through several historical stages. 
An initial enthusiasm for the revolution in 1959-1960 was followed by seven 
years of confrontation. From 1968, periods of coexistence and mutual 
recognition led to the cooperation of the new momentum beginning in 1980. 


However, ... [quoting US Roman Catholic theologian Rosemary Ruether], ‘more 
conservative Christians ... tended to reject the revolution and to express 
this rejection by withdrawing into a kind of internal exile.’ This effort by 
conservatives to evade engagement with the revolution persists to this day. 


One of the major difficulties in relationships between Christians and Marxists 
has been mutual distrust. Without doubt historical reasons for mistrust 
exist, but as history moves on it should be possible to leave them behind. 
However, in Cuba the distrust is largely based on ideological preconceptions 
more difficult to abandon than reality itself. 


Christians have been encouraged to believe in the ‘'duplicity' of Marxists. 
When a Marxist speaks or acts, the Christian, who does not want to be naive, 
is constantly wondering about the Marxist's hidden design, about what the 
Marxist is really after, and assumes, in any case, some anti-Christian 
objective. 


On the other side, many Marxists mistrust Christians, not only because of 
historical experiences, but also because of dogmatic Marxism. Such distrust 
prevents them from understanding the meaning of Christian revolutionary 
commitment, particularly that of liberation theologians. 


The new climate of mutual trust between Christians and Marxists grows out of a 
number of historical events. Because of the praxis (practice informed by 
theory) of the Cuban church, which to a large degree did not remain faithful 
to the demands of the Gospel, Cuban Marxists had to turn to Latin America and 
especially Nicaragua and El Salvador to learn about revolutionary Christianity. 


The Nicaraguan Sandinista Revolution offered new possibilities and challenges 
because it was the first successful people's revolution in history in which 
Christians participated on a large scale with full consciousness of their 
identity. Their understanding of faith and ideology came together and united 
in a struggle against a common enemy. 


In Nicaragua, no formal intellectual dialogue between theology and ideology 
took place. Rather, in response to the cry of the poor and the oppresssed, 
similar basic values, commitment, and a common vision were discovered. Faith 
was the only force available to people to resist oppression and repression. 
The people became a new historical subject. 


During his visit to Managua in 1980, Fidel Castro increased his understanding 
of relations between Christians and Marxists. ... In Nicaragua, Castro saw at 
first hand the dialogue between priests, pastors, and lay people supporting 
the Sandinista Revolution. ... [over] 


cuba/2 


At the celebration of the 26 July anniversary in Ciego de Avila a few days 
later in Cuba, Castro said: 'There are some religious leaders in Nicaragua 
who said to us: "Why speak about strategic alliance? Why not instead speak 
of unity between Marxists and Christians?" I don't know what the imperialists 
will think about this. However, I am quite convinced that this combination is 
highly explosive.' 


Things have advanced considerably since then, not because of formal dialogue 
but because of revolutionary praxis tested over a period of years by genuine 
Christians and genuine communists. 


After more than 20 years of a chill in ecumenical relations, the beginning of 
a warming period began in 1984. Baptist minister Jesse Jackson was invited 
by the Baptist church to visit Cuba on the occasion of the commemoration of 
the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Jackson met with President Fidel Castro. They held an extended press 
conference which was carried on Cuban television. They also went together to 
the ceremony in memory of Martin Luther King, held in one of the principal 
Methodist churches in Havana. The new possibilities ecumenically and in 
church-state relations were evident in the presence of the highest authorities 
of both Catholic and Protestant churches and of the state and the party. 


In February 1985, a delegation from the US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
visited Cuba. This gesture, which was consistent with the pastoral letter of 
the US bishops on war and peace made public the year before, was an act of 
fraternal solidarity on the part of the US church towards its sister in Cuba. 


Fidel y la religion (Fidel and Religion, the English translation, was 
published in 1987 by Simon and Schuster, New York) is a book based on 23 hours 
of conversation between Castro and a Brazilian Dominican priest, Frei Betto. 
Published in late 1985, it was received with great interest, not only in Cuba 
but throughout Latin America and in Europe. 


In Cuba, the book was bought by more than a million people, one-tenth of the 
population. This broad distribution and discussion of Castro's ideas created 
a challenge and an incentive to the church. Among many other things, Castro 
told Betto: 


- No inherent contradictions exist between a communist society and 
Christianity; 

- There are doctrinaire Marxists and doctrinaire Christians; 

- The Bible has revolutionary value; 

- Faith and politics are interrelated; 

- In the future, Christian revolutionaries might be members of the communist 
party in Cuba; 

- The revolution is an unfinished product; 

- Liberation theology is of importance and value; 

- Religion is not, in itself, an ‘opiate’. 


Fidel and Religion demonstrates that in Cuba an indigenous Marxist theory, 
both critical and creative, is being worked out. It is developing in close 
relation with the liberating practice of the people and drawing on the 
insights of its Cuban revolutionary political leadership: Fidel Castro, Che 
Guevara, Juan Marinello, Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, Armando Hart. 


They in turn draw on the rich legacy left by Jose Marti, father of Cuban 
nationalism. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/02) 
The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


an initial appeal for 3 million US dollars (14 December) to help the victims 
of the earthquake in Armenia. 


an appeal for 150 000 US dollars (7 December) to help sustain the efforts of 
the Hungarian churches in providing emergency assistance to Romanian 


refugees in Hungary. 


a situation report (#3, 21 November) on effects of and ecumenical response 
to Hurricane Joan in Nicaragua. 


an appeal for 100 000 US dollars (17 November) to help ecumenical efforts to 
respond to the effects of Typhoon Rudy in the Philippines. 


a situation report (#1, 14 November) on a food shortage in Tanzania. 
a situation report (#2, 30 November) on ethnic fighting in Burundi. 
a situation report (#1, 28 November) on Mozambican refugees in Tanzania. 


a situation report (#2, 30 November) on effects of and ecumenical response 
to Hurricane Gilbert in the Caribbean and Central America. 


A copy of the report of the visit of an ecumenical delegation to Paraguay 
last October [EPS 88.11.19] is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


The Nature and Meaning of Diakonia, Paulos Gregorios, 5.90 Swiss francs, 
2.50 UK pounds, or 3.95 US dollars. 


In EPS 88.11.79, it should be clear, if it is not, that the “COJPaeeeue 
sub-committee of the WCC Dialogue Working Group, is made up of Christians. 


The EPS 1988 index is available on request. However, if you received the 
1987 EPS index from us, your name is on our mailing list, and you were sent a 
copy before Christmas. 


The next EPS copy deadline is 9 January at 8h00 GMT. This issue was printed 
5 January. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telefax. You can then ask (and pay) 
for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


MIDDLE EAST: CATHOLIC BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
VOTE TO JOIN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Service 89.01.22 


NICOSIA - The assembly of patriarchs and other bishops of the various Lebanese 
church jurisdictions in communion with the pope has voted to join the Middle 
East Council of Churches. The MECC had earlier invited such membership. 


Currently, the MECC includes three church families - Oriental Orthodox, 
Eastern Orthodox, and Evangelical. A Catholic family in the MECC would 
include various rites, such as Maronite, Latin, Melkite, Armenian, and Syrian. 


At its meeting here (7-10 December), the MECC Executive Committee warmly 
welcomed moves towards MECC membership by Lebanese and other Catholic 
jurisdictions. Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV of Antioch, one 
of the three MECC presidents, said they signal a new era of ecumenical 
cooperation in the region. 


To allow more time to consider implications of such membership, the next MECC 
assembly was postponed from late 1989 to February 1990. 


In other action, the committee expressed solidarity with the Palestinian 
people, and supported the concept of statehood as expressed in resolutions of 
the Palestine National Council. 


It reaffirmed 'the right of all the Lebanese people to enjoy their liberties 
and live in peace, harmony, and equality in a united and independent 
Lebanon.’ It supported ‘positions and actions undertaken ... by the religious 
‘leaders of the various communities [in Lebanon] in favour of unity and peace.' 


It also reiterated support for the unity, territorial integrity, and 
independence of Cyprus. De facto, the island nation has been divided into 
ethnic Greek and Turkish sections since Turkish troops arrived in the northern 
part of the country in 1974. [EPS] 


"ACTS OF RECONCILIATION’ Ecumenical Press 
BEING DEVELOPED IN WALES Service 89.01.23 


SWANSEA - After mixed responses to its 1986 proposal on ‘Ministry in a Uniting 
Church' [EPS 86.04.60], the Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales has 
decided to do further work in particular on issues such as 'the authority of 
the episcopate, the nature of the diaconate, and the ministry of women’. 


It is also to 'develop appropriate guidelines for local acts of reconciliation 
through local ecumenical projects and local covenants', and 'urge the churches 
to take immediate steps towards initiating and supporting such initiatives.' 


United Reformed and Methodist jurisdictions in Wales gave generally positive 
responses to the commission text, but Presbyterian, Anglican, and Baptist 
responses included major reservations. [EPS] 


Four new Russian Orthodox seminaries EPS 89.01.24 
GENEVA - During a visit to the World Council of Churches here last month, 
Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk, head of the department for external relations 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, reported that a decision has been taken to 
open four new theological seminaries - in Byelorussia, the Ukraine, Siberia, 
and the mid-Volga region. He also reported that 723 churches were reopened 
after renovation, or newly opened, during the first 11 months of last year. 
Filaret was here in connection with preparations for the meeting 16-27 July in 
Moscow of the WCC Central Committee. [EPS] 


USA: National Diaconate Dialogue Group set up EPS 89.01.25 
IRVING (Texas) -— In the wake of a second national ecumenical consultation on 
the diaconate (here, 9-11 December), a National Diaconate Dialogue Group of 
staff or other representatives from interested denominations, has been set 
up. The meeting here, convened under the auspices of the [US] National 
Council of Churches and hosted by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth, 
included about three dozen participants from eight US denominations, plus the 
United Church of Canada and Uniting Church in Australia. Theme of the 
gathering was 'Deacons in Service: Human Needs Shaping Ministry'. [EPS] 


Zambia: president speaks on women and church EPS 89.01.26 
LUSAKA -— Addressing the launch in Zambia of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches 
in Solidarity with Women, Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda said it is 
'‘primitive' for parts of the church not to allow women to preach or hold 
positions of responsibility. He also said legislation to protect widows will 
be introduced in the Zambian parliament next March. [EPS] 


Proselytizing groups banned at church university EPS 89.01.27 
MILWAUKEE (Wisconsin/USA) - Marquette University, a Roman Catholic school 
here, has banned from its campus any group that seeks to 'make converts of 
members of the university community to another church or religious 
affiliation'. David Haschka, Marquette vice president of religious affairs, 
said the university policy was prompted by activities of the nearby Lakeland 
Church of Christ. He said its approach to spreading the gospel amounted to 
‘assaulting' vulnerable students and 'Roman Catholic bashing'. [EPS] 


Assets of Christian broadcast ministry sold to Orthodox Jew EPS 89.01.28 
TORONTO -—- The assets of the PIL ministry build up by disgraced broadcast 
evangelists Jim and Tammy Bakker have been sold for 65 million US dollars to 
an Orthodox Jew. Stephen Mernick, a real estate developer here, said his 
interest in PTL is strictly financial. He purchased 1700 acres of undeveloped 
prime real estate, a tv studio, and the Heritage USA retreat center, including 
a 500-room luxury hotel, a 2000-seat church, and a giant water slide. [EPS] 


Soviet coin marks millennium of baptism of Vladimir EPS 89.01.29 
MOSCOW - The Soviet Union is selling coins - in palladium, gold, silver, or 
platinum - marking the 1000th anniversary of the baptism of Prince Vladimir of 
Kiev in 988. The baptism was widely observed last year as the millennium of 
the coming of Christianity to parts of what is now the Soviet Union. The coins 
show the prince holding a large cross. [EPS] 


Disciples, Presbyterians to share staff member for part of Asia EPS 89.01.30 
INDIANAPOLIS (Indiana/USA) - The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) have decided to share equally the costs of 
salary and office expenses for Laura Luz Bacerra, who, since the first of the 
year, is heading a joint CCDC-PCUSA office for southeast Asia. She has been 
responsible for southeast Asia for the Disciples since 1984. [EPS] 


Ecumenical campaign against the death penalty in South Africa EPS 89.01.31 

GENEVA - In a move supported by the World YWCA, the World Alliance of YMCAs, 
Amnesty International, Lutheran World Federation, and International Alert, the 
Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches has launched an 
international campaign to abolish the death penalty in political cases in 
South Africa, and to commute the sentences of about 200 South Africans 
currently under sentence of death. In the first 10 months of last year, more 
than 100 prisoners were hanged in South Africa. Speaking at a news conference 
here launching the campaign, Godffrey Motsepe of the ANC, which is fighting 
white-minority domination in South Afirca, said most of the 200 belong to his 


group and should be treated according to international conventions for 
prisoners of war. [EPS] 


Ecumenical consultation on Aids and pastoral care EPS 89.01.32 

MOSHI (Tanzania) - A consultation on pastoral care in connection with the 
disease Aids took place here (4-9 December) under the auspices of the World 
Council of Churches. Aim of the meeting, to which 40 community workers, 
pastors, social workers, doctors, and nurses - half from Africa - were 


invited, was to help produce guidelines for church responses to Aids in 
various local situations. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC on Palestinian Declaration of Independence' EPS 89.01.33 


This statement from General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of 
Churches was released 12 December in connection with the meeting in Geneva of 
the UN General Assembly. 


The World Council of Churches expresses its warm greetings to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations as it meets in Geneva for the debate on the 
Palestinian issue. The council believes that the debate on Palestine at this 
session of the assembly is of profound significance. 


The WCC welcomes the Declaration of Independence issued by the Palestine 
National Council on 15 November 1988 and the Political Statement as important 
steps providing fresh opportunities for resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and for justice for all in the region. 


The council expresses appreciation for the positive spirit of the 
declaration. It-particularly appreciates the references to Palestine as the 
land of the three monotheistic faiths and to the ‘call that went out from 
temple, church and mosque to praise the Creator, to celebrate compassion and 
peace’ as the message of Palestine. 


The affirmation made in the Political Statement on the urgent necessity of 
convening an effective International Conference on the issue of the Middle 
East, and its core the Palestinian issue, under the auspices of the United 
Nations is very much along the lines taken by the WCC. 


The Central Committee of the WCC in August 1988 requested the Secretary 
General of the United Nations to undertake immediately preparatory measures 
for the conference. 


The council particularly welcomes the PNC statement that the conference should 
be convened on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. 


The WCC notes that the declaration and the political statement make an 
implicit recognition of the state of Israel and expresses the hope that this 
will be made explicit. The WCC has affirmed its conviction that the mutual 
recognition of the Israeli and Palestinian people on the basis of equality is 
the only guarantee for peace in the region. 


The declaration and the statement make new demands on the international 
community and the UN to expedite measures for the realization of the 
aspirations of the Palestinian people. The WCC is confident that the General 
Assembly will take all necessary steps in this regard. 


The welcome accorded to the Palestinian declaration by the vast majority of 
nations is most encouraging. The USA and Israel are urged to make 
constructive responses to the declaration. 


This is a decisive moment for the Middle East, offering a unique opportunity 
for peace-making. The WCC prays for all the people of the Middle East for 
God's reign of peace in the Holy Land. [EPS] 


BACKGROUND :: WCC FUNCTIONS AND BRIEF HISTORY :: EPS 89.01.34 


The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated 23 August 1948 at its 
First Assembly, in Amsterdam. 


Its constitution describes it as a ‘fellowship of churches [now 306] which 
confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, 
and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the 
one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.' 


The constitution specifies seven WCC ‘functions and purposes', including to: 

- 'call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ'; 

- 'facilitate the common witness of the churches'; 

- 'support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task'; 

—- ‘express the common concern of the churches in the service of human need, 
the breaking down of barriers between people, and the promotion of one human 
family in justice and peace'; and 

- 'foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and service.' 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent (Lord Aladura, African 
Israel Nineveh, African Holy Spirit, Assyrian, Hussite, Kimbanguist, Mar 
Thoma, and Philippine), Reformed (including also Waldensian, Remonstrant, 
Mission Covenant, Congregational, and Presbyterian), Anglican, Disciples, 
Brethren, Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. 


Among traditions outside WCC membership are Roman Catholicism, Seventh-day 
Adventism, and the Salvation Army. They do belong, however, to some national 
and/or regional Christian councils, and cooperate in various ways with the WCC. 
For example, a Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group meets annually, and the Vatican 
appoints some members of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. 


About 300 people work at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there are its 14 
programme sub-units: Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; Dialogue 
with People of Living Faiths; Church and Society; Inter—Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service; Programme to Combat Racism; Christian Medical Commission; 
International Affairs; Churches' Participation in Development; Renewal and 
Congregational Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and Education. 
Located nearby, at Chateau Bossey, is the WCC Ecumenical Institute. 


After Amsterdam, WCC assemblies met in Evanston (mear Chica 

go, 1954), New 
Delhi (1961), Uppsala (1968), Nairobi (1975), and Vancouver (1983). ep ae 
assembly is scheduled for February 1991 in Canberra (Australia). 


The seven WCC presidents are Marga Biihrig, Reformed, Switzerland; W.P.K 
Makhulu, Anglican, Botswana; Nita Barrow, Methodist, Barbados: Johannes 
Hempel, Lutheran, GDR; Lois Wilson, United, Canada; Paulony Gregorios 
Oriental Orthodox, India; and Ignatios IV of Antioch, Eastern Orthodox, re tif 


They are part of the 158-member WCC Central Committee. It meets every 12 to 
18 months. Its officers are the moderator (Heinz-Joachim Held, United, FRG) 

two vice moderators (Sylvia Ross Talbot, Methodist, USA; Chewmomians of Myra, 
Eastern Orthodox, Turkey), and the general secretary (Emilio Castro, 
Methodist, Uruguay), who also heads the WCC Staff. 


The officers, presidents, and other Central Co 
mmittee members 
27-member WCC Executive Committee. It meets twice a year. [EPS] make up the 


ECUVIEW/Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands: 'Protecting Creation’ EPS 89.01.35 


This is excerpted from the Christmas message of the queen. It was translated 
by Nancy Forest-Flier. 


--- Now we people have become a threat to our own planet. Those of us who 


fear that we can no longer suppress this insidious pollution and destruction 
of the environment become overcome by doubts. 


Nevertheless, this need not discourage us. ... We have not been created to 


passively accept ‘our fate'. God has given us the ability to distinguish 
between good and evil and to bear our responsibilities. 


Thus, along with each example of self-interest, ambition, and power struggle 
there is also conscience, faith, and moral conviction as incentives and keys 
along the way. 


It is encouraging that people are calling themselves and each other to task. 
This world of mutual dependence compels us to behave responsibly. ... 


Not only abundance and greed, but also poverty and the struggle to survive 
threaten our natural environment. We who live in the rich one-third of the 
world must bear co-responsibility for the two-thirds of the earth where 
material needs lead to a disturbance of the balance of nature. 


In the process of reflection towards which the World Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church have been called together, the preservation of 
creation has been brought into a broader relationship with peace and justice. 
People and nature are created as allies, as partners in one creation. 


This alliance does not mean that we have a subscription to the creation that 
is automatically renewed from generation to generation. Each generation must 
give new content to the task of caring for nature. 


After the earth was reclaimed and developed, there followed a period which was 
upset by exploitation. Now before us stands a challenge to find a new 
relationship with the earth, characterized by honour for ecological balance, 
prudence, and careful management. 


Plants and animals - and mountains, seas, and rivers as well - have the right 
to our care. Forty years ago the United Nations accepted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Now is the time to give attention to the rights 
of nature. 


Respect for life is related to people and nature together. There must be 
harmony between these two, just as there was in the life of Jesus. When his 
disciples became anxious because of the violence of wind and water, he 
remained calm. Water — nature -— supported him. 


... The quality of life itself supersedes the interests of our own temporary 
lives. These interests, if allowed to grow out of proportion, cloud the vision 
of what is essential for the continued existence of humanity. Wherever that 
happens, it is high time for reflection and a change in the course of life. 


It is precisely in the darkness of fear and doubt that Christmas can break 
through with its light of hope. When Luther was once asked what he would do if 
he knew that tomorrow the world would end, he answered, ‘I would plant an 
apple tree today.' 


I wish you at this Christmastime that same confidence. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: ‘Letter from New York' EPS 89.01.36 


This new year finds several US mainline church structures facing an unhappy 
necessity to adjust to reductions in scale. Erosion long underway seemed to 
reach the cave-in point almost simultaneously last year at a number of highly 
visible locations. 


Most significant was the collapse of an effort by the National Council of 
Churches to maintain its staff levels by drawing more money from Church World 
Service, its relief, development, and refugee arm. After four years of bloody 
combat, NCC leaders finally concluded that deep-seated resistance in CWS made 
the plan unworkable. 


At a fall consultation, leaders of NCC denominations agreed that NCC 
difficulties, particularly its 'precarious' funding situation, could be 
surmounted only with ‘radical changes in the current structures’. Already 
some NCC offices have closed. Further attrition of staff and curtailment of 
program are expected, and some people speculate on larger-scale dismantling. 


CWS is asking for more independence, and an NCC committee of 15, headed by 
Methodist Bishop Melvin Talbert of San Francisco, is to decide by May what 
remains salvageable and sustainable. 


The past year also brought anguish to the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries, a principal agency of the NCC's largest member denomination. 


Tension spread among staff and their friends as BGM directors moved to replace 
some of the top executives without explanation. Then it was discovered that 
the budget of the BGM National Division had somehow fallen massively out of 
balance, requiring immediate personnel cuts. The BGM financial constraints 
leave, among other results, its monthly mission magazine, New World Outlook, 
able to publish but six issues this year, and maybe fewer in 1990. 


Even so, the national agencies flourish compared with a local body - the 
Council of Churches of the City of New York, which about hit bottom in 1988. 
Declining income through the preceding years had forced reductions in staff 
and a move out of the Interchurch Center to cheaper quarters across the street 
in Riverside Church. 


After using up reserves, CCCNY sank into debt, and Robert Polk, director since 
1980, left in June. Now, the ecumenical council of the largest US city 
exists as little more than a paper organization. Remaining supporters ponder 
the challenge of rebuilding from the ground up. 


Riverside Church itself came to a painful moment of truth in 1988, with layoff 
of numerous staff and elimination of several programs to correct a budget 
deficit that had crept up to one million US dollars per year. 


Since the days of Harry Emerson Fosdick, the founding minister, Riverside has 
functioned as a sort of national cathedral of liberal Protestantism. it 
entered 1989 anticipating the call of a senior minister to replace William 
Sloane Coffin, who left at the end of 1987. But it was adjusting to the 
inevitability of a lower profile. 


Across the avenue from Riverside, Union Theological Semi 
nary also moved 
towards retrenchment in 1988. Wrestling with a financial crisis and finding 


less space required than in past years, it decided to 
: sel 
building it opened in 1963. [EPS] 1 an apartment 


ECUVIEW/Jiirgen Moltmann: ‘Christians in Dialogue’ EPS 89.01.37 


Moltmann is a Federal German Reformed theologian. This is excerpted from an 
article in Evangelische Kommentare. It was translated by the Language Service 
of the World Council of Churches. His article was prompted in part by 


protests by some Christians against an award last July to the dalai lama, the 
leader of Tibetan Buddhism. 


.-. The dialogue between the religions must be conducted peacefully if it is 


to serve the cause of peace. It must be conducted in love and with full 
respect for the others. 


Fanatical religious partisanship harms it just as much as religious apathy. 
But it must be conducted for the sake of truth, otherwise it will rapidly 
become uninteresting and irrelevant. It does no service to dialogue if we 
Start from the presupposition that all religions are essentially the same. 


In the dialogue between the religions we might well say that while mutual 
respect is the 'body' in which truth dwells, only truth in itself is the soul. 
In genuine dialogue no one loses his or her own identity. 


Those who are afraid for their identity have never been in such a dialogue. 
Because they are ‘of little faith', they are anxious and react aggressively to 
defend their own positions. 


For those who are-sure of their own faith there is no fear about contact with 
the others. In genuine dialogue there is precisely the opposite of fear. Each 
of the participants acquires his or her own profile in relation to the others, 
learning not simply what Buddhism is but at the same time what Christianity 
really is in regard to Buddhism too. 


In the Christian-Marxist dialogues of the 1960s, we came to have a better 
understanding not only of the nature of Marxism but also of the nature of the 
Christian faith. The others must of course be accepted in their strengths, 
and one must not only reproach them for their weaknesses. 


Nor should one deal at the level of general religious or humanistic common 
property. The real Buddhism must be sought out so that it can be brought into 
face-to-face comparison with what is authentically Christian. 


In dialogue we learn to see ourselves as others see us. ... In the age of 
dialogue, ‘discovery of the other' (T. Todorov) is the most important thing, 
and it is still in the future for European Christians; for it is one thing to 
be a Christian in a Christian country and another to be one in a 
non-Christian, multi-faith world. 


With the discovery of the others goes also the awakening of confidence in 
one's own identity, for only those who respect others have respect for 
themselves. 


Some people think that the aim of dialogue is a uniform, universal religion. 
They know nothing of the truth in religions. 


Others think there must now be a ‘final struggle' of the world religions for 
‘religious power on earth. These apocalyptically-minded Armageddon theologians 
are looking for a crusade and not for the mission of the gospel. 


From the dialogues between the world religions, new relationships emerge, in 
which we learn to be more genuinely open for the others and to respect their 
testimony, in order to be credible witnesses for our own faith. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Helmut Fritzche: ‘Issues in Christian-Marxist Dialogue’ EPS 89.01.38 


Fritzche is professor of systematic theology at the University of Rostock in 
the GDR (East Germany). This is excerpted from Reformed World, published by 
the Geneva—based World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


... Something vital for Christian identity depends on our discovering, by 
cooperation with human sciences, concrete implications of the basic Christian 
principle of ethical conduct. I offer three illustrations; 


(1) The equality of status of women has led in the GDR to new claims to 
self-determination and self-expression on the part of women, the claim to 
partnership in love and the education of children in the spirit of this 
partnership between man and woman. ... 


This tendency has led, at the same time, to contradictions and conflicts, such 
as the deep-rooted traditional concepts of the respective roles of the sexes. 
It has produced the syndrome of overstrain in the woman with her dual role of 
career and motherhood, with the result that she often lags behind her husband 
in opportunities for professional advancement. ... 


The old Christian virtues here acquire a constantly renewed relevance, as for 
example, the principle of respecting the rights of the weaker party in any 
given situation. 


(2) The use of industrial robots to eliminate hard and tedious human labour 
is an important step towards humanizing work, at least for operatives in 
mechanized industrial production, but also an immense stride in the direction 
of the shortening of working hours in society, and so towards a more creative 
use of longer leisure time. 


But ... automation also produces new burdens and difficulties; e.g., major 
social efforts to secure investments and new kinds of tedious labour in the 
servicing of machines of production. ... Such contradictions ... are reflected 
in an experience of conflict between high expectations of creative work and a 
reality which falls far short of such expectations. 


Here too ... the Christian ethic, with its concern not’ to isolate the 
individual but to help him or her to blossom in the total social context, is 
eminently relevant today. 


(3) Modern housing, combined with the generally accepted employment of women 
until 60, has made the traditional three-generation household impossible. 
Grandparents can no longer live under the same roof with the family and help 
with raising the children any more than handicapped old people can be cared 
for by the younger generation at home. 


Here again, we have both a social and personal problem. Christian ethics 
attaches great importance to caring in human relationships. The life-style 
which is spreading in our society not only hampers many of the traditional 
forms of domestic family caring but also, for that very reason, calls for 
renewed personal efforts and solutions. ‘ 


--. Christian-Marxist dialogue introduces us to the concrete questions of 
daily life at the grassroots level, questions which affect both Christians and 
non-Christians in our country. In these practical questions, too, and perhaps 
in them especially, what is ultimately required of us is a edhincly movement in 
what Karl Marx called the transition from the kingdom of necessity to the 
kingdom of freedom and what, from the Christian Standpoint, is the task of 
witness in personal Christian life. [EPS] ; 


ECUVIEW/Guillermo Cook: 'Proselytism in Costa Rica' EPS 89.01.39 


Cook is studies coordinator of the Latin American Evangelical Centre for 
Pastoral Studies (CELEP) in Costa Rica. This is excerpted from the Monthly 
Letter on Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


The urge to evangelize, and to proselytize, is very strong among Latin 
American Protestants. One important aspect of the problem is our inability to 


listen and to dialogue with people who are different from us, as the following 
anecdote will illustrate. 


A small group of church workers were gathered in a Baptist camp ground to 
discuss Christian communication. Divided into study groups, we went out into 
the village next to the seaside camp to learn as much as we could about the 
situation of its inhabitants, then report back to the entire body. 


The next morning, at prayers, we found an unexpected guest: a gnarled old 
villager. The worship team asked us to converse with him about his life 
situation. This was to be our worship experience. 


Suddenly, a pastor (he was the camp manager) blurted out: ‘Sir, are you a 
born-again Christian?' When the peasant looked puzzled, and mumbled an 
unconvincing reply, the pastor pulled out his Bible and began to preach, 
urging upon our bewildered guest a decision for Christ. 


After his embarrassed colleagues managed to quieten him down, the group leader 
turned our attention once more to the halting story of our unexpected guest. 
We learned that for many years he had been a fisherman in a village of 
self-sustaining fisherfolk. 


"What had happened to the fishing?' we asked. ‘Many rich city folk have come 
here and taken over all of our shoreline and dirtied our water, so we no 
longer have any place to fish', he told us in his thick brogue. 


At some point, someone thought to ask our visitor what he knew about the place 
where we were meeting. 'I don't really know', he said. ‘Lot's of city people 
come here. We hear singing coming from inside and we know that they are called 
embangelicals [sic], but that's all we know about them... because I've never 
been invited to come in.' 'Not even to fish?' 'No.' 


As we stared past the bowed head of an embarrassed Baptist camp manager to the 
beautiful beach beyond, it slowly dawned upon all of us that this place where 
we were supposed to be learning about communicating the gospel was, in fact, 
physically standing in the way of the gospel in its fullest sense, at least 
for the people in that small village. 


This experience taught me, a conservative evangelical, that when Christian 
witness is done in a spirit of vulnerability, service, and openness to others, 
it is evangelism. The people who respond to this call often come from churches 
(Catholic and Protestant) where the message is proclaimed in a self-serving 
manner, or already have turned their backs on the church. 


Proselytism, in contrast, is motivated by a spirit of churchly pride which 
goes against the grain of the gospel. 


Proselytizers are often overbearing. They assume that only they possess the 
truth and that it is therefore the duty of the unregenerate to accept it 
without question. They usually do not take the time to find out where their 
hearers are. And because they are not vulnerable, they miss the chance of 


being evangelized by others. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Michael Nazir-Ali: ‘Four Points on Proselytism' EPS 89.01.40 


After serving as a bishop in the [United] Church of Pakistan, Nazir-Ali 
worked as part of the team which prepared the Lambeth Conference earlier this 
year, the once-a-decade world gathering of Anglican bishops. This item 
appeared in the Monthly Letter on Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


1. While recognizing that there are still many independent groups engaged in 
evangelistic activity, the local church is often the primary agent for mission 
in its locality these days. Has this reduced the danger of cultural 
insensitivity and of unworthy incentives for conversion? 


2. In the Muslim context, it is clearly understood that the ummah (or 
community of faith) has a responsibility for the material as well as the 
spiritual well-being of a convert to Islam. In Christian churches, however, 
such responsibility is often shirked on the grounds that it may be regarded as 
proselytism. 


Can a distinction be made between a legitimate (and necessary) concern for the 
material as well as the spiritual welfare of new Christians, and unworthy 
inducements to people so that they may become Christian? 


3. The Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches are right to express concern about 
the activities of certain '‘'proselytizing' missionaries in areas where these 
churches are dominant. Two observations, however, need to be made here: 


a) The process of evangelization is a continuous one and the baptized continue 
to be evangelized by the gospel. Some traditions call this sanctification, 
others refer to it as discipling. Whatever the terminology, the gospel 
continues to change and to shape the life of Christians everywhere. 


In the past, separated communities of Christians have often come into being 
when the dominant tradition has refused to have Christians who have been 
‘renewed' in one way or another, in its midst anymore. 


In some so-called 'Christian' countries, the dominant Christian tradition has 
allowed, and sometimes even encouraged, repressive laws to be framed by the 
State against Christians of other traditions. 


b) The Roman Catholic and (to a lesser extent) the Orthodox churches often 
have vigorous 'proselytization' programmes of their own. In the early 1900s, 
the Roman Catholic Church in the area which is now Pakistan constituted just 4 
percent of the total Christian population. In the 1980s it constitutes fully 
40 percent of the total Christian population! 


Much of this increase has been due to "proselytizing' activities. Parents of 
school children, for example, may be required to become Roman Catholics “bpd 
their children are to be admitted to schools; employment is made conditional 


on church membership; low-cost housing is used as an incentive for conversion 
to the Roman Catholic Church, and so on. 


4. While much progress has been made within the ecumenical movement on a 


common recognition of baptism, certain denominations continue the practice of 
rebaptism or conditional baptism. 


A newer phenomenon is that 'charismatic' churches, even within ‘mainline’ 
denominations, sometimes practise rebaptism of those previously without 
‘charismatic' experience whether they are from their own or another 


denomination. This raises a whole number of questions about the place of 
baptism within denominational structures. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Thomas Stransky: ‘The Dechurched, Proselytism, Witness' EPS 89.01.41 


Stransky, a US Roman Catholic priest who is a member of the Paulist Fathers, 
directs the Ecumenical Institute for Theological Research in Jerusalem. This 
comes from the Monthly Letter on Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


.-.- [In my ministerial experience, almost all people who ask about becoming 
Roman Catholics] are dechurched; they had been relatively active church 
members sometime in their lives and still bear a Christian memory, good and 
bad, either of nostalgic joy or of bitter hurts. ... I Wager that 95 percent 
of those who swell church-growth statistics in the United States ... are 
dechurched - former Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Catholics, etc. ... 


Over-all in the United States, evangelism seems in fact to be the Christian 
exchange of pews, collection plates, and parking lots, as well as 'the faith 
enhancement of the penitent returnees' who found it again but elsewhere. The 
truly unchurched, those never before evangelized, the folk with no previous 
Christian experience or none of any religious tradition - alas, that far more 
difficult challenge is avoided. ... 


[When I instruct would-be Roman Catholics,] I joyfully try to give authentic 
witness to my Roman Catholic faith in God and God's workings among us all. 
Yet I can be tempted to distort that witness. I have not yet quenched every 
urge to proselytize, despite my ecumenical sophistication and, yes, despite my 
participation in the very drafting of the two WCC/RCC study documents on 
common witness and proselytism (1970 and 1981). How so? 


First of all, I can easily manipulate the person with previous bad, at times 
downright hurtful, experiences in another church. I can be more concerned 
with gaining a new Catholic than with helping that person patiently to heal 
those memories, to correct distortions and prejudices now projected on the 
previous church, and to test the conscience in discerning if it is truly 
informed and free, even if the result sometimes leads the now healed and 
better informed one to return to that church. 


Secondly, ... I can be tempted to lay aside my ecumenical learning, to 
de-emphasize the common gifts of Christ we Christians share ‘in real but 
imperfect communion', to be silent on the convergences in the dialogues, ... 
and to resort to simplified 'We Catholics'/'Those Others' language. 


With clever mind and glib tongue, it is too easy to overgeneralize with 
memorable stereotypes, or to offer only the weaknesses of other churches over 
and against Catholic strengths. Or worse, to list Catholic ideals alongside 
the practices of some others. ... By such ... techniques I am building up my 
case, not the Lord's, at the expense of others and of truth. ... 


Last Lent, towards the end of a four-month programme for inquirers in a... 
Catholic parish [in the United States], I led two sessions on 'The Catholic 
Church Looks at Other Christian Churches'. In front of me were, among others, 
[a former Anglican, a former Lutheran, four former Reformed]. ... 


As I tried to describe ‘the others', I imagined sitting in the back row all 
the clergy of the local ministerial association who were listening with 
careful ear. If I would change my presentation - always done in their 
absence, but now in their ‘out-of-—-season' presence - I most likely would not 
usually be witnessing with that topic but proselytizing. 


'Not bearing false witness against one's neighbour’ remains the most violated 
commandment in interchurch relations. ‘Speaking the truth in  charity' 
(Ephesians 4:15) is never easy, yet isn't that what witness is about? [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘A Lutheran View of Proselytism in Ethiopia’ EPS 89.01.42 


This is excerpted from an item in the Monthly Letter on Evangelism of the 
World Council of Churches. It is from Ezra Gebremedhin, general secretary of 
the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) from 1963 to 
1966, and Gustav Arén, a Swedish missionary in Ethiopia from 1945 to 1985. 
The two were responding to an Oriental Orthodox (EOC) view of proselytism in 
Ethiopia [EPS 88.08.40]. 


... The only. Protestant missionary organizations which were operative in 
Ethiopia in the latter part of the 19th century were the Chrischona Mission 
with its base in Switzerland, and the Swedish Evangelical Mission. Neither of 
these mission organizations had the intention of proselytizing Orthodox 
Christians. 


The EECMY had no part in the proselytism among Orthodox youth in the late 
1960s which is hinted at .... In fact, on many occasions it took up and 
discussed critically the implication of certain immature approaches to 
evangelism. ... The EECMY has never been involved either directly or 
indirectly in Sunday school activities within the EOC. 


Far from conducting any ‘vicious campaigns' against the EOC, the EECMY has 
supported the participation of the Ethiopian Orthodox Mission in the 
activities of Radio Voice of the Gospel [a Lutheran-operated station until it 
was taken over by the government in 1977]. One of its supporting missions ... 
still supports the evangelistic efforts of the EOC in various ways. 


... “As far as the EECMY is concerned, none of her orders of worship build on 
the liturgical tradition of the EOC. But one can also say that the 
appropriation of the vernacular and the liturgical tradition of a given 
country in the proclamation of the gospel has precedent in the activities of 
the early church. 


Material inducements have never been used to attract members of the EOC to the 
EECMY or to its precursor, the Evangelical Church of Eritrea (ECE). ... 


The [EOC] statement ... maintains: 'There are frequent attempts made to make 
the famine-stricken population abandon their Orthodox faith’. What concrete 
evidence is there for such a charge? We do not know of any. 


... Gustav Arén's book ‘Evangelical Pioneers in Ethiopia' ... describes the 
origins of evangelical mission in Ethiopia. It shows that Protestant 
missionary activity primarily aimed at evangelizing non-Christian peoples. 


Political unrest prevented an immediate outreach to such peoples. While 
tarrying on the Red Sea coast the Swedish missionaries received Orthodox 
clergy and laity who were excommunicated because they belonged to something of 
a reform movement in the EOC on the highlands of Eritrea. These Orthodox 
Christians were not only eager Bible-readers but also took exception to 
certain Orthodox practices. ... 


These people became the nucleus of the ECE. It was the ECE which realized the 
original missionary vision of an outreach to non-Christian peoples. Through 
their messengers Qes Gebre-Ewostateos Ze-Mikael and Ato Onesimos Nesib, an 
evangelistic enterprise was initiated in Wollega where their followers 
remained members of the EOC till the end of 1938, at which time they were 
excommunicated and denied baptism and church burial. This eventually led to 
the founding of the EECMY .... Many members of the EECMY ... realize the 
values of the history and spirituality of the EOC, whose baptism and clerical 
ordination the EECMY has always recognized. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/03) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. Phone/fax 
changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, 150 000 phone/fax numbers in the 
Geneva area are changing. A 7 is being added before the current numbers. 
Thus, the EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 
1346. The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are 


unchanged (41 and 22 respectively). 


A report from the visit of an ecumenical delegation to Paraguay last October 
[EPS 88.11.19] is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. +++ 
A book by Giinter Wirth, in German, marking the the 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the Christian Peace Conference is available for 10 Federal German 
marks from CPC, Jungmannova 9, Prague 1, CSSR. +++ The Christmas message of 
Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I is available from the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate Liaison Office, Box 2100, CH-121l1 Geneva 2. +++ A calendar of 
WCC and some other ecumenical meetings is available from EPS. 


Packet #4 resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of creation 
(JPIC) is available from WCC/JPIC, Box 2100 CH-121l1 Geneva 2. It includes 
‘Orthodox Perspectives on Creation', ‘American Indians and the Arts of the 
Land: Spatial Metaphors and Contemporary Existence' (George Tinker), ‘The Land 
is Sacred to Us' (Chief Seattle), 'Our Common Future - A Challenge to the 
Churches' (Gro Harlem Brundtland), 'WCC Message for World Environment Day', 
recommendations for more reading, and a global overview of JPIC developments. 
A JPIC press packet is avaiable from WCC/Communication at the same address. 


The January issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review focuses on The 
Church and the World of Religions and Cultures: Kraemer in Retrospect. A 
copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
Available from the same source (for 5.95 US dollars, 8.90 Swiss francs, or 
3.50 UK pounds) is #39 in the WCC Risk book series - Encounter in the 
Spirit: Muslim—Christian Meetings in Birmingham by Andrew Wingate. 


Dossier #4 (12/88) in the Emergencies in Southern Africa series includes 
three documents — a financial statement (1 November 1987 - 31 October 1988) 
from the WCC Emergencies Consultancy for Southern Africa, plus funding 
information for that work in the 1 November 1988 - 31 October 1989 period, the 
minutes of the first meeting (18-19 October) of the Executive Body of the 
Ecumenical Coordination Office for Emergencies and Rehabilitation in Southern 
Africa, and material from a conference of church leaders (14-17 September) 
which launched the relief programme of the Christian Council of Malawi. The 
dossier is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two Major ecumenical 
meetings next May, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), is now available. For the European 
Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21), contact CEC/CCEE. For the 
World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, USA; 22-31), 
contact WCC/Communication. The address in both cases, and for WARC, is Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 10 January. EPS copy deadlines 
are 16 and 31 January, and subsequent Mondays at 8h00 GMT. On request, EPS 
sends headlines by telefax; you can then ask (and pay) for full nee) 
Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 
dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. : 


CHURCH DELEGATION APPEALING ON Ecumenical Press 
SOUTH AFRICA VISITING 7 CAPITALS Service 89.01.43 


GENEVA - A delegation assembled by the World Council of Churches (WCC) is 
undertaking a three-week trip to seven capitals in an effort to convince 
political leaders and government officials to take stronger stands against 
white-minority domination in South Africa and Namibia. 


The group also plans to meet church and anti-apartheid representatives along 
the way. It returns here 5 February. 


Three people are making the entire trip: 
- Canaan Banana, a Methodist minister and former president of Zimbabwe; 
- Elaine Hesse Greif, general secretary of the World YWCA; 


- Lysaneas Maciel, a lawyer and member of the National Constituent Assembly of 
Brazil. 


The group is to visit Berne (15-17 January), Paris (17-19 January, part of the 
group), Brussels (17-19 January, part of the group), London (19-24 January), 
Bonn (24-26 January), Tokyo (27-30 January) and Washington (30 January-2 
February). Then it goes to UN headquarters in New York (2-4 February). 


Three people are to be part of the team at some of the stops: 


— Beyers Naudé, a Reformed pastor and former general secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches, Bonn. 


- Paulos Gregorios, Oriental Orthodox metropolitan of Delhi and one of the 
seven presidents of the WCC; Paris, London, and Bonn. 


—- Carl Mau, a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and former 
general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, beginning in London. 


Accompanying the team are Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches, and James Mutambirwa, a programme secretary in 
the WCC Programme to Combat Racism. 


In September 1987, the WCC Executive Committee called for a delegation of 
‘eminent church persons' to visit leaders of ‘involved nations' to explain WCC 
policies toward South Africa, and to urge implementation of appropriate UN 
resolutions, and sanctions against South Africa. 


The committee acted in the wake of suggestions for action from a WCC-convened 
ecumenical meeting on South Africa in Lusaka the previous May [EPS 
87.05.63,65,68,69,70]. 


Earlier this month, leaders of seven US ‘historic black churches' (one 
Pentecostal, three Methodist, and three Baptist denominations whose 
memberships are overwhelmingly black) met in Washington with black members of 
the US Congress to explore possible new US legislation against apartheid. 


The meeting was also attended by South African Reformed theologian and 
anti-apartheid activist Allan Boesak, Zambian Ambassador Paul Lusaka, WCC 
staff members, and a representative of the African National Congress. [EPS] 


USA: SOVIET OFFICIAL SPEAKS Ecumenical Press 


TO CHURCH FORUM ON DISARMAMENT Service 89.01.44 
NEW YORK - Ordained minister and peace activist William Sloane Coffin, 


president of the US peace coalition SANE/Freeze, has urged the US and Soviet 
governments ‘to turn a temporary necessity into a permanent virtue.' 


In letters to US President-elect George Bush and Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Coffin viewed recent US shutdowns of aging nuclear-weapons- 
production plants for reasons of safety as an opportunity to advance global 
security. 


Coffin presented the copy of the letter for Gorbachev to Aleksandr Yakovlev, 
chair of the International Relations Commission of the Central Committee of 
the Soviet Communist Party, at an interfaith gathering last month in the 
Church Center for the United Nations, across from UN headquarters here. 


About 200 church leaders, peace activists, and journalists jammed into the 
center chapel for the meeting. SANE/Freeze and the Women's Division of the 
Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church co-sponsored the 
dialogue with the Soviet official. 


In answer to a question from United Methodist Bishop Dale White, Yakovlev said 
no separate Soviet timetable exists for the reduction of nuclear, 
conventional, and chemical weapons. 


Rather, he said, all three go 'hand-in-hand' in the disarmament process. 
Yakovlev called himself ‘an optimist' on the prospects of world disarmament. 


'This is not because I believe too much in the good will of politicians', he 
said, but because 'life itself requires it' if life is to continue. 


In answer to a question on Jewish emigration from Reform Rabbi Balfour 
Brickner, Yakovlev saw 'no serious obstacles to those who want to emigrate.' 


However, he added that those involved in scientific, engineering or security 
work involving state secrets could not leave while disarmament is underway. 


"If a person works for the military or at a military plant, he's told at the 
time of employment that he can't emigrate for five years after ceasing to be 
employed in that work', he said. 


On the subject of Israel, Yakovlev recalled that Moscow was the first nation 
to recognize Israel in 1947, While it has severed diplomatic relations, it 
desires to re-establish them, he said, adding, ‘How can you refrain from 
recognizing a state which already exists?! 


He pointed to an Israeli consular group in Moscow and a Soviet consular group 
in Israel as evidence of formal relations between the two nations. ‘'The 


recent hijacking shows we have the proper channels for doing business with 
Israel', he observed. 


Coffin challenged the Soviet Union to begin disabling its facilities where 
materials for nuclear fission are produced. "Already both sides have far too 


many nuclear weapons and neither side needs an additional gram of plutonium or 
enriched uranium’, Coffin said. 


Coffin proposed that the Soviets suspend the production of 
such t 
long as US plants remain closed. [EPS] materials as 


Finland: church information planning urged EPS 89.01.45 

HELSINKI - The General Synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland 
(SELK) has urged the SELK bishops to prepare an information strategy as part 
of their planning process 'Church 2000'. The synod endorsed a description of 
bishops as chief information officers in their dioceses, with parish priests 
playing similar roles in their settings. The synod paper urged the church to 
avoid a ‘defensive posture' in information work. It also warned against any 


measures which might endanger the relationship of trust now existing between 
the SELK Information Centre and the Finnish media. [EPS] 


First female Anglican bishop consented to EPS 89.01.46 
BOSTON - The Anglican diocese here announced (3 January) that sufficient 
consents (at least 60) have come from 118 other dioceses of the [US-based] 
Episcopal Church to allow Barbara Harris to be consecrated the first female 
Anglican bishop in the world. She was elected a suffragran (associate) bishop 
by a diocesan convention last year [EPS 88.10.01]. The next step is for at 
least a majority of the other bishops of the Episcopal Church to give their 
consents. Her consecration is expected 11 February. [EPS] 


El Salvador: church headquarters bombed EPS 89.01.47 
SAN SALVADOR - A bomb attack seriously damaged the headquarters here of the 
Lutheran Church in El Salvador (28 December). No one was injured. Intruders 
also damaged a worship area and the residence of Bishop Medardo Gomez. The 
bishop has received death threats in the past. Lutheran World Federation 
General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett asked El Salvador President Napoleon Duarte 
to investigate and bring the perpetrators to justice. [EPS] 


Spain: dismissals, appointments said to upset RC sectors EPS 89.01.48 
MADRID - CIP, a church news agency in Brussels, says dismissals of members of 
staffs of church-related magazines in Spain (most recently, last November, of 
Secundino Movilla and Rufino Velasco from the magazine Mision Abierta), and of 
teachers at theological faculties, plus some Vatican appointments of new 
bishops have ‘led to deep unease in the heart of the church of Spain.' [EPS] 


Brazil: Lutherans appeal on threats to Amazon EPS 89.01.49 
BRUSQUE - The General Synod of the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession 
in Brazil (IECLB) has issued an appeal for action to save the Amazon River 
region from an '‘apocalypse' which threatens it. The IECLB faults greedy 
miners and developers. It says their actions are destroying the physical 
environment and harming the welfare of the native tribes who live in the 
area. Its statement includes several suggestions for change. 'The gravity of 
the situation', it says, ‘requires energetic, immediate, and decisive' 
measures. ‘Ecological crimes', it says, are 'crimes against God'. [EPS] 


Consultation on World Evangelization by AD 2000 and Beyond EPS 89.01.50 

SINGAPORE - More than 300 people from 60 countries met here (5-8 January) to 
examine 104 proposed declarations and steps toward world evangelization. 
Documents prepared for the Global Consultation on World Evangelization by AD 
2000 and Beyond note that there are thousands of organizations with 
unconnected goals and programmes for world evangelization. The documents 
described the world as ‘in fact winnable for Christ. ... All that is needed 
(in addition to spiritual commitment) are goals, planning, concrete deadlines 
and the determination to actually see them accomplished. ... This movement 
aims to see to it that by AD 2000 the world's population becomes evangelized 
for the first time in history, and beyond that date remains evangelized.' 

They also urged Christians ‘who profess faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord, in accordance with the Scriptures, and who desire to bring others to 
faith in him as well, in obedience to Christ's great commission' to work 
together. ‘We don't have to judge their discipleship, nor to agree with them 
on lesser matters', they added. [EPS] 


Asian Commission on Women's Human Rights EPS 89.01.51 
BANGKOK - A meeting of lawyers and human-rights activists here, sponsored by 
the World Council of Churches, has urged the setting up of an independent 
Asian Commission on Women's Human Rights to offer a ‘feminist perspective to 
women's human-rights violations, and also respond to any crisis with the same 
perspective and feeling.' The 25 participants, all women, came from Thailand, 
the Philippines, Japan, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and India. The 
meeting grouped its concerns in six categories: sex tourism, prostitution, 
domestic violence, rape; nuclear issues; child labor and child prostitution; 
state violence with regard to female prisoners and refugees; issues of law, 
religion, and culture; and poverty (including its feminisation), slums, 
health, and survival issues. [EPS] 


Lutheran-Reformed commission assesses progress EPS 89.01.52 
BUDAPEST - Publication of a final statement after four sessions of the 


Lutheran-Reformed Joint [International] Commission is anticipated before 
mid-year. The commission was asked by its sponsors, the Lutheran World 
Federation and World Alliance of Reformed Churches, to assess. local 
achievements in Lutheran-Reformed relations and look at global implications. 
The commission statement has sections on ‘our common faith", church 
fellowship, and ‘unity in diversity'. [EPS] 


USA: Eastern Orthodox, Lutherans report ‘significant progress’ EPS 89.01.53 
CAMBRIDGE (New York/USA) - Participants in the Lutheran-[Eastern] Orthodox 
Dialogue in North America reported ‘significant progress' in the wake of their 
fifth session, at a monastery here last month. On the subject of ‘salvation 
as communion with God', one presentation concluded that ‘what appeared to be a 
major point of contention between Orthodox and Lutherans, the teaching on 
"deification of human beings" (that is, communion with God) can now be seen 
instead as more of a point of real convergence', notwithstanding ‘important 
differences of respective emphases'. This is because, according to the paper, 
"both of our traditions have continued to use the language of the Bible as the 
primary vehicle for theological expression and spiritual wunderstanding.' 
Dialogue participants also approved a handbook for 'Developing a Shared Life’. 
[EPS] 


Finland: Lutherans, Eastern Orthodox to begin talks EPS 89.01.54 
MIKKELI - Official theological consultations between the [Eastern] Orthodox 
and Evangelical-Lutheran Churches of Finland is to begin here in May. Topics 
on the agenda are the relationship between church and people and the 
Significance of the ecumenical councils of the church. Finnish Lutherans and 
Russian Orthodox have been involved in theological conversations for nearly 
two decades. Of the nearly five million Finns, about seven in eight are 
Lutherans, about one in a hundred Orthodox. [EPS] 


Finland: creation on church agenda EPS 89.01.55 
HELSINKI - Creation is to be an emphasis in several programmes of the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland in the next year. ‘Good Morning, 
Earth' is the theme for work with children and young adults in 1989-90. Theme 
of the annual Church Youth Days next May is ‘Asphalt Tears', and ‘The Earth Is 
So Beautiful - Our Responsibility for Creation,’ is the theme for Development 
Week, observed in March. [EPS] 


Eastern Orthodox patriarch confirms "sign of oil' EPS 89.01.56 

PARIS - In a statement last month, Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios 
IV of Antioch, commented on Bassam Assaf, a young Arab Christian who lives 
here. Since last August, when Assaf prays, especially at the eucharist, his 
hands are covered with olive oil. The patriarch called that a ‘sign of 


blessing and peace' given by the Virgin Mary, and affirmed the ‘spiritual 
quality' of Assaf. [EPS] 


USA: ecumenical council sets up committee on structure EPS 89.01.57 
NEW YORK - A special 15-member committee of the [US] National Council of 
Churches to consider possible drastic changes in NCC structure began its work 
just before Christmas. It is charged with dealing with financial and other 
crises plaguing the NCC. In November, several NCC offices were closed and 
staff positions cut in order to balance its 1989 budget. The committee is to 
report to the May meeting of the NCC Governing Board. [EPS] 


International conference for evangelicals from Marxist-—led lands EPS 89.01.58 
BAD BLANKENBURG (GDR) - The GDR (East German) Evangelical Alliance convened a 
conference here for evangelicals living in Marxist-led lands. About 20 
countries were represented, including Vietnam, Laos, Cuba, and Mozambique. 
The meeting included appeals for support for disarmament, involvement in 
society, and authentically Christian lifestyles. Other issues on the agenda 
included the family, homosexuality, and pornography. At a reception, Kurt 
Loffler, the GDR state secretary for religious affairs, described the GDR as a 
country in which 'the true values of the gospel are fulfilled for the most 
part.’ [EPS] 


South Africa: Church Alliance of South Africa founded EPS 89.01.59 
JOHANNESBURG - The Church Alliance of South Africa, which sees itself as an 
alternative to the South African Council of Churches, has been formed here by 
representatives of 12 denominations, including the Christian Zion Church, 
Reformed, Baptists, and Pentecostals. Elected CASA president was Martin 
Badenhorst of Port Elizabeth, president of the Fellowship of Pentecostal 
Churches. Delegates to the founding meeting passed a resolution rejecting 
Sanctions against South Africa as being ‘against God's will'. They also 
condemned apartheid (the South African system of white domination). [EPS] 


Turkey to open archives on Armenians EPS 89.01.60 
ANKARA - The Turkish government has announced that it will open archives of 
the Ottoman Empire, the forerunner of modern-day Turkey, to historians who 
wish to investigate events of 1914-15 in connection with Armenians under 
Turkish rule. Armenian church people and others say the Turks’ were 
responsible for the genocide of 1.5 million Armenians in that period, charges 
which Turkish officials have consistently denied. [EPS] 


"Summit' of US archbishops, Vatican officials reported EPS 89.01.61 
ROME - The Italian Roman Catholic monthly Trenta Giorni reports that a meeting 
is to be held (8-10 March) involving 33 US Roman Catholic archbishops and 
high-ranking Vatican officials to discuss differing views on the role of 
national conferences of bishops. The US bishops have been strongly critical 
of a draft Vatican statement on the subject [EPS 88.11.54]. [EPS] 


Egypt: Coptic Orthodox, Catholics, Evangelicals meet EPS 89.01.62 

AMBA BISHOI MONASTERY - The French ecumenical information bulletin BSS reports 
(5 January) a meeting here of representatives of Coptic (Egyptian) Orthodox, 
Catholic, and Evangelical representatives to discuss challenges to the Bible 
and Christianity, ecumenism in theological education, and the doctrine of the 
Trinity in the modern world. BSS says the meeting was ‘fruitful and 
interesting, a clear dialogue in which the concern for unity was evident.' 


[EPS] 


Philippines: campaign against drug abuse, smoking, alcoholism EPS 89.01.63 
ILOILO CITY - Meeting here last month, the Executive Committee of the 
10-denomination National Council of Churches in the Philippines, committed the 
NCCP to campaign against drug addition, including alcohol and tobacco. It 
urged church members to stop smoking, and called for a ban on ads for alcohol 
and cigarette. NCCP members include Baptist, Methodist, United, Independent, 
Lutheran, Reformed, Salvation Army, and Anglican bodies. [EPS] 


Pope convokes meeting of African bishops EPS 89.01.64 
ROME -— Pope John Paul announced (6 January) that a special synod of African 
Roman Catholic bishops is to be held at an unspecified date to ‘foster a 
solidarity in pastoral work proper to' Africa. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ladislav Adamec: 'Church & State in Czechoslovakia’ EPS 89.01.65 


Adamec is prime minister of Czechoslovakia. This is excerpted from his 
address to church representatives marking the 70th anniversary (28 October) of 
the founding of Czechoslovakia. 


In his talk at the meeting, Secretary General L. MifejovskyY of the Christian 
Peace Conference, based in Prague, said that in an era of perestroika and 
democratisation, ‘the traditions of our churches and theological systems of 
thought should certainly make us capable of preventing separatist tendencies 
and the creation of confrontations. ... We wish to make every effort to set 
goals which apply equally to all of us, and which we can all help to achieve 
through the values of our individual traditions.' 


The church representatives also met with Czechoslovak President Gustav Husak, 
who praised church support for Czechoslovak peace efforts. 


The 40 years of development of our country under the conditions of socialism 
have justified the principle of equal rights for all citizens, both believers 
and atheists. They have demonstrated the necessity of recognizing the 
ideological differences, of not attempting to cover up the differences in the 
philosophical, legal, and ethical approaches. 


But does this mean we are faced with a serious insurmountable obstacle, which 
prevents the socialist state from being tthe worthy and legitimate 
representative of all the people? 


Many things divide us, but still more things unite us —- the duty to remain 
faithful to the heritage of our predecessors, the natural aspiration of all 
human beings to live in peace and to free themselves from the fear of a 
nuclear war and from fear about the future of the nation and of our children. 


Our socialist state and the federal government are striving for the best 
possible relations with the churches and the faithful. We want to strengthen 
these relations in a spirit of mutual trust and common interests. 


Our attitude towards this is quite clear. We have nothing to hide. We 
intended to develop an open policy in this sphere and not a secret one. We 
have declared our willingness to take part in a wide-ranging dialogue. We are 
prepared to take up all well-intentioned suggestions and opinions. 


We will not be indifferent to criticism. We make no claim to be 


infallible. We are opposed to the idea that anyone has a monopoly of the 
truth. 


We do not want to make any decisions behind closed doors without any 
consultation. We do not intend to force any measures on society without 
taking into consideration various alternatives. 


We want to be a strong government, which encourages the observance of the laws 
and which itself holds them in respect. Moreover, we know well that fresh 
ideas can only emerge in a free, creative discussion, under conditions of 
openness, in the search for points of contact in spite of different points of 
view, and without pointless suspicions.' [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Karoly Toth: 'The Prophetic Role of the CPC' EPS 89.01.66 


Té6th is a bishop of the Reformed Church in Hungary, and president of the 
Prague-based Christian Peace Conference. This is excerpted from his speech 
marking the 30th anniversary of the CPC (24 October). 


--. As we know, the prophets of the Old Testament were always people sent by 
God, who always had two important tasks to fulfil simultaneously: to condemn 
the sins of the people, the social, political and personal sins with sharp 
words, but also at the same time pray to God for the people in order to save 
them. 


In this same sense, the CPC has also taken on a prophetic role. It called 
the churches in the East and West to repentance, so that they could become the 
obedient instruments of God's will of salvation. 


Especially controversial was the position of the CPC in certain circles with 
regard to the Marxists. [Czechoslovak Reformed theologian and CPC pioneer] 
Professor Hromadka and others did not get tired of repeatedly emphasizing that 
Marxism - seen philosophically - is rooted in the prophetic tradition of the 
Old Testament and that the churches must take seriously religious and social 
criticism, that means the criticism of the so-called Christian civilization. 


The initiatives of CPC circles in regard to the dialogue between Christians 
and Marxists symbolised a remarkable beginning and in the 60s and the early 
70s they even turned out to be ahead of their time. 


In my opinion, however, this beginning was not in vain, because built upon 
this dialogue foundation a second phase of Christian-Marxist dialogue under 
better conditions can now begin. This openness and willingness for 
discussion in respect to the Marxist and the new social order was undoubtedly 
a prophetic statement, which was misunderstood and ignored by many. 


It has been emphasized again and again in the CPC that the socialist societies 
need the Christian contribution of love and reconciliation and the presence of 
moral and spiritual values. I believe that against the background of the 
great changes in our time all of these prophetic visions of the founders of 
the CPC will become even clearer. 


In order to fulfil the difficult prophetic service the CPC needs two 
characteristics: On the one hand a correct historical orientation and 
historical meaning and on the other hand a vision for the future. 


Both, I believe necessary so that a dialectical relationship between the 
present and the future can be established and function. This I would like to 
emphasize strongly. In other words, to realise the reality of the present 
correctly, that is a challenge. 


If, at the same time, we have no hope for the future, then it leads to a lack 
of perspective. The opposite is also true, that to look only into the future 
without acknowledging the reality of the present can lead to tragedy. 


I believe that the recently deceased Hungarian author Laszlo Németh was right 
when he wrote: ‘A realist is not one who sees reality as things really are; 
a realist is one who in today's reality sees, discovers, and supports the 
possibilities of the future reality.’ 


The question posed on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the CPC ... [is 
this:] 'How can we as a worldwide ecumenical peace movement discover, realize, 
and support the hidden realities of the future?' [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Australian Ecumenical Statement on Reconciliation’ EPS 89.01.67 


This statement was released last month in connection with the end of the 
year-long observance of the 200th anniversary of the arrival of white settlers 
in Australia. It was signed by Anglican Archbishop and Primate John 
Grindrod; Eastern Orthodox Bishop Gibran (Antioch), Archbishop Stylianos 
(Greek, Ecumenical Patriarchate), and Priest Gabriel Popescu (Romania); 
Assyrian Bishop Meelis Zaia; Oriental Orthodox (Armenian Apostlic) Bishop 
Aghan Baliozian; Roman Catholic Archbishop Edward Cardinal Clancy; Quaker 
Presiding Clerk Bronwen Meredith; Churches of Christ President Neil Gilmore; 
Lutheran President Lance Steicke; Salvation Army Territorial Commanders L. 
Roy Lovatt and Donald Campbell; and Uniting Church President Ronald Wilson. 


... The future well-being of Australia depends on how we develop the 
possibilities for mutual [Asian and Pacific] understanding and cooperation. 
At the same time, we acknowledge many inexcusable attitudes held by some 
Australians of the past and present towards people whose language and culture 
are different from their own. Too often these attitudes have been superior, 
condescending, racist, and paternalistic. 


Such attitudes are incompatible with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. ... In 
Christ we have glimpsed God's love reaching out toward all people everywhere 
without distinction. Attitudes of racial superiority or exclusiveness in any 
form are therefore to be rejected as alien to the Christian faith. ... 


We stress the need for public education programmes for all age-groups, for the 
building of mutual respect. The privilege and responsibility of the media in 
shaping public opinion must be emphasized in this regard. It is cause for 
regret that at times the media have given exaggerated prominence to statements 
and events which focus on racial and ethnic conflict. 


Existing legislative measures against racial discrimination should be 
strengthened and supported. We urge all Christians to commit themselves to 
seeking acceptance for people of the minority groups; and to promote the 
advancement of social harmony in the context of democratic freedom and the 
good of Australians as a whole. 


The goal- for all Australians must be to encourage, consistently with rich 
cultural diversity, a commitment to unity, the values of tolerance, justice 
and compassion. To ensure equality, it is essential that there is opportunity 
for all to become proficient in English, so that we can work within the 
framework of a common language. 


We look for a bipartisan, non-discriminatory immigration programme, which 
needs to be presented positively to the people to counter the endemic racism 


of past generations; it should provide genuine opportunity for newcomers to 
benefit. 


It should be a balanced programme which allows entry to some unskilled workers 
--.- [and which includes] a continuing commitment to the acceptance of 
refugees, irrespective of the refugees' colour, race, religion, class and 


skills. A second essential is that the policy must not hinder full Aboriginal 
participation in Australian life. ... 


The multicultural dimension of the Church's life remains to be fully realized 
and expressed. Given that Australia is now a pluralist, multi-faith society 
with permanent communities of people from major world religions, building 
bridges of understanding to people of other faiths in our midst will become a 
significant aspect of the agenda of the churches in the years immediately 
ahead. To that task we commit ourselves. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Japanese Church Reaction to Death of Emperor' EPS 89.01.68 


These statements were released from the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in 
Japan) in the wake of the death of the emperor of Japan (7 January). The 
Showa Era refers to the reign of the late emperor, which began in 1926. After 
World War II, he renounced his claims to divinity. The pope was among those 
sending messages of condolence to his son and successor, Akihito. 


From the Kyodan moderator: 


... During ... the Showa Era, the most momentous experience of the Japanese 
people was the Second World War when, in the name of the Emperor, Japan 
invaded various Asian countries, and many precious lives were lost or taken. 

Our ... Kyodan was established during his reign and was suppressed for its 
faith, especially when forced to choose between Christ and the Emperor as the 
true Lord. Confronted with this choice, the majority of our churches 
equivocated and cooperated fully with the war effort. Indeed, to secure 
their own survival they willingly cast aside one group of churches and pastors. 


We have since publicly expressed our repentance for these actions in our 
‘Confession of Responsibility During World War II' (1967) and our ‘Apology to 
the [Holiness] Pastors and Churches of Blocs 6 and 9' (1986). 


Our government, however, without any serious reflection on our country's 
aggressive actions in Asia in the past war, is today engaged again in economic 
conquest overseas and at home is promoting narrow nationalistic education in 
many ways. And for these purposes it makes use of the Emperor and the 
Imperial Household. Now we are deeply concerned that the Emperor's death and 
the subsequent imperial succession may be further exploited in a large-scale 
offensive for these aggressive aims. 


To cope with this situation the Nihon Kirisuto Kyodan has already set up its 
Information Centre on Imperial Succession ('X-Day Centre') and has undertaken 
activities to draw our churches together in close nation-wide cooperation. We 
shall continue to seek our Lord's help so that we may never repeat our past 
errors but, rather, stand firm in the faith as we make the decisions and 
undertake the actions necessary to fulfilling our mission to propagate the 
gospel of our Lord throughout Japan and the whole world. 


From the Kyodan Special Committee on Yasukuni Shrine Problems: 


... We recognize that the Fifteen Year War, beginning with the Manchurian 
Incident, continuing through the period of war with China, and including the 
Pacific War, was an effort clearly prepared for, executed, and evolved with 
aggressive intent. As commander of both land and sea forces during this 
period, the Emperor was naturally deeply involved in these processes, so that 
from an historical perspective it is impossible to pass over the war 
responsibility involved in his person. 


We ... again find expression for our condolence to the peoples ... of Asia, as 
we recall anew the indescribable misery, atrocity, destruction, killing and 
wounding which took place during that period. 


It is on occasions such as the present that we must appeal for necessarily 
strict vigilance that the death of the emperor does not become used as a means 
of deliberate propagandizing and demonstration on behalf of the emperor 
system, and that people across broad sectors of our society not be coerced and 
mobilized into demonstrations of mourning, or subjected to excessive 
regimentation and oppression of their human rights, or exposed to unfounded 


discrimination and slander. [over] 


emperor/2 


The period of mourning for the deceased Emperor (Taiso) and imperial 
ceremonies (Tairei) which took place between 1926 and 1928, appeared to be 
events designed to separate the so-called 'Taisho Era Democracy' and 'Showa 
Era Fascism’. We cannot deny that the events surrounding the present 
announcement of the death of the Emperor also represent, in every sense, a 
line of post-war historical demarcation. 


At a time like this, the influence represented by trends in television and 
mass communication coverage are extremely important. It is our desire that 
the mass communication tv and news coverage of this situation will be 
undertaken in a level-headed manner devoid of tendencies to be caught up ina 
stream of events which would give an opportunistic and distorted view of 
history or tend to beautify the image of the Emperor. 


From the Kyodan Committee on Social Concerns: 


... In recent years, particularly since the period marked by the 60th year of 
the Emperor's reign, there has been a strong attempt to present an image of a 
‘peace-loving emperor'. This has resulted in a warped awareness concerning 
the path Japan took during the Showa period ... As a part of this situation, 
there has arisen a dislike occasioned by the extreme ambiguity regarding the 
nature of the Emperor's responsibility (for the actions of the Japanese state 
during this period). 


On this occasion, the report of death has only strengthened this tendency. 
With the Emperor's war responsibility and the history of his oppression of the 
people remaining concealed, one has the feeling that a radically beautified 
image of the 'Showa Emperor' has been deliberately spread about. 


There appears to be quite adequate evidence leading one to suppose that such 
an image could be tied without any change to the person of Emperor Akihito and 
that such an evaluation could be used to recognize the so-called ‘symbolic 
status of present emperors' as actually more a symbol of a new era, ‘unified’ 
and 'developed' nation state (in the World War II sense of these terms). 


Already, for a number of years, there have been the so-called 'Shokuju-Sai' 
(ceremonial tree planting by the Emperor taking place progressively each year 
in a different part of the country), 'Kokutai' (National Athletic Meets also 
progressively taking place in each prefecture), other sporting events and 
provincial expositions - all planned in such a way as to play the important 
role of developing a state-oriented national posture. 


By promoting the device of having the Emperor and members of the royal family 
play an active role in these events, the image of a 'state integrated with the 
new symbolic emperor' has been implanted in the people. A certain group of 
scholars are sympathetic to this state-oriented movement and are cooperating 
in the building of a new nationalism. 


... It has continued to become more clearly evident that the Emperor is the 
person responsible for Japanese aggression in ... Asia during the period of 
Showa history, and that in particular, he was the principally-responsible 
person for the war which was perpetrated during the late 1930s and early 1940s. 


... As a result of imperial succession, it is to be anticipated that a new and 
more stylish image of the emperor system will be publicized to fit new 
circumstances. We continue to be aware, however, that the imperial role of 
integrating and ruling the state is no different from that of the past, even 
though carried out today under the so-called only ‘symbolic emperor’. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘German YMCA Declaration on South Africa' EPS 89.01.69 


This text was released following a meeting on South Africa last month in 
Dassel (Federal Germany) organized by the National Council of [Federal] German 
YMCAs. 


We declare that the system of apartheid is a scandal for the worldwide 
Christian community. Apartheid is the reason for the tensions in the 
Republic of South Africa. 


It denies God's work of reconciliation through Christ, which wants to unite 
the whole creation in Christ. Th.48 (83m. We furthermore regret that it had 
taken so many years before we started to talk about this blasphemous system 
only a few years ago. 


Together with the YMCA of South Africa we confess that the Holy Bible is the 
supreme authority for us in all questions of faith and life. We are solidly 
united in the struggle for the abolition of apartheid. We shall cooperate 
with all Christian organizations on this road to a just society. 


As Germans we know what it means to be sinfully entangled with a fascist 
system. Thus, we are especially concerned about the contempt and destruction 
of human beings under the name of ‘Christianity’. As disciples of Jesus this 
means for the YMCA ongoing intercession, willingness to make sacrifices on the 
way to reconciliation, and taking courageous action. 


This means: 
(a) in the Federal Republic of Germany: 


- doing theological work on the basis of the statements of Christians in 
South Africa ('Evangelical Witness in South Africa', 'Kairos'); 

- organizing ongoing educational programmes aiming at political impact; 

—- organizing and accompanying local work groups; 

~ helping victims of apartheid (refugees and people under political 
persecution); 

- helping to produce a new workbook on South Africa; 

—- production of new audio-visual material; 

- organizing events on the occasion of commemorative days in the struggle for 
liberation. 


(b) with our brothers and sisters in the South African YMCA: 


- declaring our solidarity with the YMCA of South Africa in overcoming 
apartheid; 

- developing and following through common goals; 

- staying in contact to talk about programmes, ways and means and goals; 

- initiating partnership and exchange programmes; 

- financially supporting projects of the South African YMCA; 

- fully supporting educational and political action programmes. 


We request the German YMCA, at all levels, to influence the government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany to use its power in making known to the South 
African government its support for the abolition of apartheid. 


We furthermore demand that economic relations to the Republic of South Africa 
be shaped in a way to facilitate the process of abolition of apartheid. 


We can no longer be silent and passive. Apartheid has to be banished from the 
laws, minds and hearts. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Post—Earthquake Appeal from Armenian Catholicoi’ EPS 89.01.70 


This appeal, dated 19 December, is co-signed by Vazken I, Catholicos of All 
Armenians, and Karekin II, Catholicos of Cilicia. They are the two leading 
bishops of the Armenian Apostolic (Oriental Orthodox) Church around the world. 


On the occasion of the disastrous earthquake that shook the northwest region 
of our motherland of Armenia ... on 7 December, we ... came together between 
14 and 20 December in Etchmiadzin [in Soviet Armenia], prayed together for the 
tens of thousands of victims who lost their lives, visited the areas hit by 
the earthquake, mourned the loss of the dead, shared the pain and agony of the 
survivors and held long consultations for the remedy of the disaster, the 
redressment of our people, the reconstruction of the destroyed areas and the 
various aspects and endeavours in our responsibilities and obligations to 
overcome the tragedy as a whole. ... 


Ls While facing this horrible tragedy, we felt our pain alleviated by seeing 
the unanimous and unreserved spirit of love and oneness that our Armenian 
people, both in Armenia and in diaspora, expressed in one heart and as one 
soul and devoted themselves to the immediate and active task of remedy and 
assistance. ... 


et We highly appreciate and are deeply thankful for the excellent spirit of 
care and solidarity that the Soviet Central Supreme authorities, the republics 
and the army and all philanthropic organizations expressed by considering 
their own the pain of the Armenian people and by doing their utmost to bring 
remedy to the catastrophe and to see that the life of our Armenian people is 
again put on the track of constructive creativity. 


ae We address our word of thanks and appreciation especially to the 
authorities of the SSR of Armenia who by all its means and with all its 
people, was wholeheartedly devoted to the task of salvation by having all its 
efforts centred on this fundamental and essential task. 


4. It was a real comfort and a source of strength for us to realize that so 
many nations, states, churches, philanthropic institutions and humanitarian 
organizations on the world-wide scale expressed in an unprecedented manner 
their unbound and most beneficial solidarity and support to our people, as 
made manifest through the press all over the world. 


iA On this sad but crucial moment, with a broken heart we address to our 
entire Armenian people, our fatherly message to express our deep grief and 
spiritual agony as a result of the terrible earthquake of 7 December. The 
cities of Leninakan, Spitak, Kirovakan and Stepanavan and other towns and 
villages are almost completely destroyed. Around 60 000 people lost their 
lives; there are thousands of wounded people and hundreds of thousands are 
left homeless. 


At this hour of deep sorrow, we pray for the eternal peace of the victims and 
implore the comfort of the Holy Spirit for their bereaved families. We appeal 
to the sons and daughters of our people ... to offer their share of human 
effort and sacrifice in order to alleviate the suffering of their misfortunate 
COMpPAtTLIOUG.. «a 


We consider it important that the fund-raising campaign, on pan-armenian 
level, be carried on through united efforts, and the collected funds be 
allocated to previously planned and established purposes so that they may 
serve the real needs, in consultation with the authorities of our country. ... 
[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/04) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. Phone/fax 
changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, 150 000 phone/fax numbers in the 
Geneva area are changing. A 7 is being added before the current numbers. 
Thus, the EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 
1346. The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are 
unchanged (41 and 22 respectively). 


Situation reports (#1, 5 January; #2, 11 January) on effects of and ecumenical 
reaction to the cyclone, tidal wave, and flooding in Bangladesh are 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The report from the theological consultation last November on The Place of 
the Woman in the Orthodox Church and the Question of the Ordination of Women 
[EPS 88.11.01] is available from the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Rum 
Patrikhanesi, Fener-Halic, Istanbul. 


Mission is the focus of the latest (December) issue of the WCC Youth 
Newsletter (available from WCC/Youth, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2.) 


The November/December issue of the WCC Refugees Newsletter focuses on the 
recent International Consultation on Refugee Women [EPS 88.12.08]. A copy 
is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The first edition of Link, new bi-monthly newsletter from the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism is available from WCC/PCR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The current (January) issue of the WCC quarterly International Review of 
Mission focuses on the four subthemes of the World Conference on Mission and 
Evangelism next May. A copy is available from WCC/CWME, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2. 


World Information Clearing Centre (14, chemin Auguste-Vilbert, CH-1218 
Grand-Saconnex/GE, Switzerland) has available (in French and English) a 
one-page statement on 'the future of the world and the role of the people’ it 
has addressed to presidents and general secretaries of national and 
international non-governmental organizations. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), is now available. For the European 
Meeting on- Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21), contact .CEC/CCEE. For the 
World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, USA; 22-31), 
contact WCC/Communication. The address in both cases, and for WARC, is Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 17 January. EPS copy deadlines 
are 31 January, and subsequent Mondays at 8h00 GMT. On request, EPS sends 
headlines by telefax; you can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


ECUMENICAL DELEGATION ON Ecumenical Press 
SOUTH AFRICA BEGINS TRIP Service 89.01.71 


BERNE (Switzerland) - Following a weekend meeting and briefing session at a 
lakeside hotel near Geneva, an ecumenical delegation urging stronger action 
against South Africa and its apartheid system began a trip to seven countries 
with stops here (15-17 January) and in Paris and Brussels (17-19 January). 


Core members of the group [EPS 89.01.43] weree Canaan Banana, former president 
of Zimbabwe; Elaine Hesse Greif, general secretary of the World YWCA; and 
Lysaneas Maciel, a member of the Brazilian National Congress. 


Joining them in Paris and for the rest of the trip (London, Bonn, Tokyo, 
Washington, and New York) was Paulos Gregorios, Oriental Orthodox metropolitan 
of Delhi and one of the seven presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
sponsor of the trip. Others were to join the group at later stops. 


The team was due back in Geneva 5 February. Traveling with it were General 
Secretary Frank Chikane, South African Council of Churches; and Program 
Secretaries James Mutambirwa and Bob Scott, WCC Programme to Combat Racism. 


At the briefing session, PCR Director N. Barney Pityana said ecumenical action 
against apartheid has ‘moved from relying on moral declarations to calling 
upon Christians to act according to the imperatives of faith.' He said the 
team was ‘going out to confront, to persuade, to challenge, and to denounce 
those who act [against] or undermine the concerns which we believe challenge 
us with ever-increasing urgency. ... These days', he observed, ‘there are only 
closet apologists of apartheid. ... The matter in dispute ... is what is to be 
done to bring it to an end.' 


He said the first task of the group is to ‘hear what each government is doing 
-.. to bring about the end of apartheid,’ and then to ‘spell out the position 
of the World Council of Churches, its [306] member churches, and churches in 
South Africa. 


‘In particular', he added, 'we should express our corporate belief that it is 
within the competence of western nations to use pressure to cause apartheid to 
be dismantled, and for the country to be led towards consitutional 
development. We should share our conviction that continued economic support, 
in particular, enables Pretoria to maintain the apartheid structures. We 
should point out that the net beneficiaries of investments and trade are the 
white minority which then uses its power to maintain privilege for the few and 
to suppress legitimate opposition.' 


Briefing the group on ‘sanctions strategy’, Auret van Heerden, a South African 
researcher with the International Labour Office, noted in particular the 
looming ‘crunch' of the 12 billion South African rand the country owes 
overseas banks by April 1990. 


He said that to allow South Africa to further delay repayment would be in 
effect to lend major financial support to white-minority domination there. 


Offering an overview of the situation in his country, Chikane told the group 
that in order to get the South African government to negotiate, a ‘balance of 
power or forces in the country' is required so that 'the regime would not be 
able to continue with its war against the oppressed majority without incurring 
enormous costs politically, ecnomically, and in terms of human life.' 


He said the question is, 'How do you create a balance of forces short of a 
direct military attack against South Africa by the world community?' [EPS] 


CANADA: MANY RESPONSES TO CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
DECISION ON HOMOSEXUALITY, MINISTRY Service 89.01.72 


This item is abridged and adapted from an item in the United Church Observer, 
monthly magazine of the United Church of Canada. 


TORONTO (David Allen) - Attempts to heal hurts have been evident in the months 
following the decisions last August of the General Council of the United 
Church of Canada around sexual orientation and ministry [EPS 88.09.14; 10.05; 
12.09]. 


After an October meeting in a hotel here, UCC Moderator Sang Chul Lee and nine 
of his predecessors released a letter to all UCC congregations expressing 
‘sorrow that we have at times been insensitive to the hurting ones in our 
midst and have failed to listen to the cries of those who felt left out.' 


Expressing confidence ‘in that form of government which has served the United 
Church of Canada since the beginning' (in 1925), they judged that tensions 
within the denomination in recent months have become 'destructive', so that as 
a result, its ‘mission to bring healing to a broken world in the name of Jesus 
Christ is significantly threatened.' 


In a separate room in the same hotel, presidents of most UCC conferences 
(regional jurisdictions) were discussing what was happening in their home 
areas. The presidents prepared their own letter to congregations. 


Meanwhile, other meetings were taking place. A discussion-and-dialogue group 
consisting of six representatives each of the UCC and of the Community of 
Concern, the largest UCC group opposed to the General Council actions, held 
its first meeting - a closed session. 


About 300 members of the United Church Renewal Fellowship gathered for their 
23rd annual rally in Guelph (Ontario), vowing to continue their work for 
renewal in the church despite the loss of their leaders. Executive Director 
John TIweedie and Chairperson Joe Campbell have both left the UCC to lead 
congregations in a proposed Congregational Church of Canada. 


The two were on hand to give year-end reports, but they are no longer on the 
UCRF board of directors, six of whose nine members were not on the 1987-88 
board. One of them, Betty Saito, said the UCRF agreed to seek closer ties 
with the Community of Concern, and welcomed continued fellowship with members 
of the proposed Congregational Church. She added that UCRF is in a ‘wait and 
see' situation until its membership renewals come in January. 


At UCC headquarters, nervous budget planners were watching as November 
receipts for the UCC Mission and Service Fund dipped to 2.5 percent below what 
they were at the same time in 1987. A shortfall could have _ serious 
implications for the 1990 UCC budget, due to be finalized early this year. 


Meanwhile, UCC conferences and presbyteries continued to work out implications 
of the council action, as its decisions anticipated. 


Newfoundland & Labrador Conference said it will ‘not ordain, commission, or 
settle self-declared, practising homosexul persons.' Some presbyteries took 
Similar actions to prohibit homosexuals from becoming ministerial candidates. 


Other presbyteries passed resolutions Supporting the council. Among them, 
Selkirk Presbytery thanked church leaders ‘at every level for their work, 
prayer, study, and leadership' on the issue. 'We stand with them as the 
church struggling to live out the gospel today.' [EPS] 


WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION Ecumenical Press 
& PEACE HOLDS FIFTH ASSEMBLY Service 89.01.73 


MELBOURNE (Australia) - The Fifth Assembly of the Geneva-based World 
Conference on Religion and Peace, described by organizers as ‘one of the 
greatest gatherings of the human family in modern history', was held at Monash 


University here (22-28 January) with the theme 'Building Peace Through Trust: 
The Role of Religion’. 


Scheduled to address an estimated 600 delegates at the opening plenary were 
Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke and New Zealand Governor-General Paul 
Reeves (former Anglican archbishop there). 


Scheduled for the final day was a 'mass meditation for peace’ on a local beach 
—- beginning with an hour-long dawn vigil of ‘silent reflection and 
illumination' and including 90 minutes of prayers for peace involving leaders 
from many religions and cultures. 


Emphases of the assembly were to include disarmament, human rights, economy 
and environment, and peace education. Pre-assembly programmes for youth and 
women were held the previous week. 


WCRP General Secretary John Taylor observed that ‘building trust is a complex 
experience, especially with people who usually don't or won't meet.' But, he 
said, after two decades, WCRP ‘can bring together people from painful 
conflicts, or deeply distrustful blocs.’ 


Taylor said the assembly meets 'partly to study, analyse, and pray, and 
through that to plan what we can better do together ... in conflict 
resolution, humanitarian [and] education work. Our conferences are not simply 
one-off occasions, but create and bring together a growing network involving 
all the major religions of the world.' [EPS] 


Taizé sending a million New Testaments to Soviet Union EPS 89.01.74 
TAIZE (France) - Beginning next month, the monastic community of Taizé is 
sending a million pocket-size New Testaments to the Soviet Union for free 
distribution through the Russian Orthodox Church. [EPS] 


Belgium: meeting on ecumenical cooperation EPS 89.01.75 
BRUSSELS - Church representatives are to meet next month (3 February) to 
consider new approaches to ecumenical cooperation at the national level. An 
informal ecumenical commission has not met in several years. About 90 percent 
of the Belgian population of about 10 million is counted as Roman Catholic. 
Other forms of Christianity account for about a third of the remainder. [EPS] 


Africa: ecumenical assembly of African theologians EPS 89.01.76 
KINSHASA (Zaire) -— The Third Assembly of the Ecumenical Association of African 
Theologians (AOTA) met here last month. Such issues as the future of African 
theology, liberation theology, and inculturation of Christianity were among 
items on the assembly agenda. [EPS] 


GDR bishop: police should not have been asked to evict people EPS 89.01.77 
WEIMAR - Werner Leich, the Lutheran bishop of Thuringia, has criticized a 
regional church official who asked police to evict six people who peacefully 
occupied a room in a church here. The six are seeking permission to leave the 
GDR (East Germany). Leich said the action violates an agreement on the 
subject between church and state officials. He asked pastors not to act on 
these matters unilaterally. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Japanese Anglican Primate on Death of Hirohito’ EPS 89.01.78 


This is excerpted from a statement by Christopher Ichiro Kikawada, bishop of 
Osaka and primate of Nippon Sei Ko Kai (Holy Catholic [Anglican] Church in 
Japan). Other church reactions appeared as EPS 89.01.68. Christians are 
about one percent of the Japanese population of about 120 million. 


... We should remind ourselves of the modern history of Japan, throughout 
which period our nation, as a state under the Tenno [emperor] system, invaded 
the whole area of Asia and the Pacific, including China and the Korean 
peninsula, justifying it by expansionism, militarism, and imperialism. ... 
Imperial Japan deprived the people of their indigenous cultures, their freedom 
of speech and thought, and forced the people to be Tenno subjects, and to 
undergo the extreme suffering and agony of oppression. All in the name of 
Tenno, the supposed 'living god’. ... 


In the name of Tenno, we [Japanese] were subjected to the tragedies of death 
and became victims of oppression of freedom of speech, thought, and 
association. ... In that period, the church was in a great dilemma, between 
being faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ and being loyal to Tenno as _ the 
expression of our patriotism. But in the end, we had to collaborate, though 
with great pain, as part of the supporting forces of our national structure. 


... Now, after some 40 years since the end of the war, by the grace of our 
Lord, we have been given the opportunity to seriously examine ourselves. By 
the pastoral letter of the NSKK House of Bishops dated 6 January 1986; by the 
National Synod resolution in May 1986, to remove the 'Prayer for Tenno' and 
the 'Prayer for the Imperial Household' from the NSSK prayer book; and by the 
Peace Appeal of 1987, we have expressed the results of our reflection. ... > 


Tenno has become the [constitutional] ‘symbol of state' and 'symbol of 
national unity', alongside the principle of sovereignty residing with the 
people. We know that as the ‘'symbol' Tenno has been praying and working for 
peace for his people. But ... unless we keep a close watch, criticism of 
Tenno might again be made taboo and eventually our present freedom of faith, 
thought, and conscience might again become endangered. 


It will be necessary for us to be vigilant in the coming days to observe what 
kind of Shinto ceremony will be performed for the funeral, and then for the 
enthronement of the new Tenno. We hope that these ceremonies will not be used 
for the purposes of deifying Tenno again, and sanctifying the Japanese nation, 
or for making Tenno as the only central norm of all values. ... 


We are not saying that we should not pray for Tenno. Rather we say that when 
we pray we should take into consideration those things we have mentioned 
above. Nor are we saying that we should not respect Tenno. ... 


We seek your understanding of our position that we should refrain from joining 
any ceremonial events relating to the funeral or enthronement, from singing 
and praying which might be seen as beatifying Tenno in a public service of the 
church, and we should not suspend any church activities or events because of 
these public semi-national ceremonies. We trust that you will follow your 


Christian conscience in deciding what the church should and should not do in 
this particular moment in history. 


We must humbly admit we have committed sin by having been unable to recognize 
the demonic nature of the past Tenno system, and as a result have been unable 
to stop victimizing the many people of Asia and the rest of the world. It is 
not enough just to condemn the past Tenno and the Tenno system, but we must be 
determined not to repeat what we have done in the past. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘The Church in Paraguay' EPS 89.01.79 


Last October, a 10-person ecumenical delegation visited Paraguay [EPS 


88.11.19]. This item is excerpted from its report, available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


In the text, CEP refers to the conference of Roman Catholic bishops of 


Paraguay. Roughly 95 percent of the Paraguayan population of almost 4 million 
is counted as Roman Catholic. 


--- In the last few years the CEP has gradually taken the role of challenging 
openly the political and socio-economic regime which is dominant in Paraguay. 


Not only has it shown itself in its documents to be in favour of the 
dispossessed, it has also condemned the corruption in the government and the 
violations of human rights. 


Through the national dialogue called by the CEP in 1987, it has tried to 
create a forum in which the government and the opposition might be able to 
meet. 


The ruling party refused to take part in this and left its seats empty during 
the weeks of the convention. Nevertheless, the national dialogue did provide 
a forum for common work for many who are active in the Paraguayan political 
scene and for intermediary organizations. 


During the five months of dialogue those taking part were able to do serious 
work on the political, social, economic, labour and legal situation. 


This step taken by the CEP led to new tensions, and at present several bishops 
have been accused by the government of being the main ‘'destabilizers' in the 
country. 


The CEP has indicated, however, its willingness to convene a second stage of 
this national dialogue. 


This tension between the church and the state can also be seen in the fact 
that the archbishop of Asuncién, Mons. Ismael Roldén, so far has never filled 
the seat to which he is entitled in the Council of State (because of the Roman 
Catholic Church's status as the official state religion). 


In this way the CEP demonstrates its dissent and indicates its determination 
not to underwrite what the regime does. 


Also significant in Paraguay is the presence of many religious orders - there 
are something like 70 different orders for men and women. Many of them are 
closely identified with work alongside the people. 


The pope's visit represented a significant moment in church-state relations. 
The government tried to present President [Alfredo] Stroessner [a general who 
has been in power since a coup in 1954] as the architect of peace along with 
John Paul II. 


On this occasion, the pope endorsed in his speeches what had been done by the 
CEP up to the present. The people responded enthusiastically and gratefully 
to the visit. [over] 


paraguay/2 


During the meeting with the delegation, the bishops who are members of the CEP 
expressed their desire for ecumenical dialogue and their appreciation for the 
themes being dealt with by the World Council of Churches at present and their 
approval of them. 


They mentioned particularly the importance of the World Convocation on 
"Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation' for achieving coherent 
reflexion and a common commitment among Christians. ‘Our unity is in 
commitment to the poor', is how one of the bishops put it. ... 


The Protestant churches related to the World Council of Churches [Evangelical 
Church of the River Plate, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)] have been 
doing important work in defence of human rights through the Friendship Mission 
and the Committee of Churches. 


The work has to do with various programmes which have evolved with reference 
to the rights of the most neglected sectors: peasants, native populations, 
and marginalized people. 


For this purpose they have had the backing of the international organizations 
which sponsor these bodies and cooperate in providing them with financial 
support. 


On various occasions, church leaders have found themselves involved in 
controversies with the authorities and have been the subject of threats and 
repression. 


This fact has doubtless caused tensions even within the churches but they are 
being overcome in sincere dialogue, self-criticism and the call to service and 
Gospel commitment. 


The oldest congregations are the ones which are at present looking for points 
of balance. The newer communities, especially in the eastern area of the 
country, more easily find approaches and ways of commitment to meet the needs 
of the community surrounding them. 


Church members, leaders and pastors combine their efforts and their work. 


In meetings held with the Church Board of the Christian Church Disciples of 
Christ and the Paraguay District Council of the Evangelical Church of the 
River Plate, there was a clear desire to give effective support to the leaders 
and other persons involved in the programmes of the churches in their public 
activities, knowing, nonetheless, that many faithful and pastors carry out 
important ministries quietly and discreetly. 


As one lay leader expressed it, faced with controversy, ‘estoy contento pero 
no feliz’ (I am gratified but not happy). 


The conversations which the delegation had with both bodies, which included 
pastors and laypeople, took the form of pastoral and fraternal encounters. 


The discomforts and the hopes for a rapid solution to the problems which have 
emerged between the state and the church institutions were discussed. 


It was important that the delegation could express the solidarity of the 
ecumenical community in support of the far from simple mission which the 
Paraguayan Protestants have to fulfil at present. ... [EPS] 


ety 


ECUVIEW: ‘A French Debate on Ecumenism’ EPS 89.01.80 


The first part of this item is by Michel Leplay, a pastor who is president of 
the Paris region of the Reformed Church of France. The second is by Jean-Paul 
Cazes, a priest who is a Roman Catholic regional delegate for unity. Both 
spoke at a regional Reformed synod last November. Their remarks appear more 
extensively in the 5 January issue of the French church news service BSS. 
They were translated by the Language Service of the World Council of Churches. 


.-. Despite the fact that we confess one baptism, the positions adopted have 
hardly changed at all, and the liturgical path is sometimes blocked just where 
we were quietly and confidently making progress. Also, certain facts relating 
more to the religious situation in France, and more open to debate, must be 
added to these insoluble, well-defined problems ... [such as] a heap of 
stumbling-blocks in the shape of significant ethical divergences. 


There is the problem of the organization of the school year, and of the 
catechism in the schools, which seems to overlook the fact that we are no 
longer living in a Christian era. ... Again, there are the official 
statements, sometimes premature, on a film which has hit the headlines here, 
on a pill which has in the end won its way through to recognition in the 
hospitals, and on Aids, the remedy for which seems more frightful than the 
disease. 


In fact, there is a whole body of authoritative [Roman Catholic] teaching 
which can be clearly articulated and which is echoed and trumpeted by the 
media in their fondness for religious sensationalism. But in our view, this 
teaching creates a sense of guilt rather than proclaiming the gospel. ... 


All of this ... makes us feel that the ‘high-priests' of the Roman Catholic 
church are unaware of the secular nature of our state, and of the existence on 
its territory of other Christian communities. As Jean Baubérot says, 'Roman 
Catholic and Christian identity are regarded as one and the same.' 


... And here we are, confronted by this effort to restore authoritarian, moral 
religion, and more than ever cut down to size as a religious minority, a 
secular religion, and a Christian denomination, which is of course what we are. 


It may be thought that the Roman Catholic church is paying dear for 
identifying itself with the great Vatican Council of the 1960s, and that 
Archbishop [Marcel] Lefévre's schism is really the outcome of the ecumenical 
intent of certain Roman Catholics, both theologians of great repute and 
priests of our friends at the grassroots .... 


While that may be so, do we have to take back with the one hand what we gave 
with the other, and decorate the splendid statements of Vatican II with words 
which savour more of the traditionalists than of honesty of purpose? ... 


All our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters who daily experience mixed 
Marriages, ecumenical catechesis, works of commitment, ... regional Christian 
brodcasting services like ours, and also common prayer know that we no longer 
live in a Christian world, and that it is the gospel which is still our 
passionate concern, even if we are inept in our use of the freedom we have 
rediscovered through grace .... 


We must express our distinctiveness, without standing on our dignity. We must 
let our voice be heard without thinking of it as 'the voice of the gospel', 
but we must remain firm in what we believe to be the gospel faith .... [over] 
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... There has been -— as you well know - a number of events which have of late 
been overshadowing our ecumenical work and our relations. Taizé has just been 
mentioned. ... We have had questions related to bio-ethics, catechesis, and 
the erection of the great statue of Our Lady of France. 


Against this backdrop, I should like to outline quickly several points. The 
first is not a direct reply to Michel Leplay but gives you my feelings in this 
ecumenical dialogue. 


I would ask you to pay attention to the spirit of the wish presented to you so 
that - without either simplistic or developed anti-Roman Catholicism - you 
will not be too quick to set the 'grassroots' against the ‘hierarchy’. 


A Roman Catholic shows himself to you as he actually is. His wedding gift for 
this marriage dialogue is the fact that he belongs to a church with bishops. 


You know that within the Roman Catholic church there are people who are always 
‘grumbling’ against their hierarchy .... And it is true. This I well know. 
There is a minimum of freedom in the church. 


But I ask you to help us who are the grassroots - if grassroots there be - to 
establish links with those we think of as the leaders of our church. 


The second point: Whatever the stances of the Roman Catholic church in France 
and throughout the world -— even if these may offend you - I beg of you to call 
to mind that the Roman Catholic church too is motivated by the gospel. It can 
make mistakes. ... 


We may think that the bishops are wrong about what should be done [about 
condoms]. And yet, it seems to me that my church's leaders do try to adopt a 
stance as pastors based on what they think is right in terms of the gospel. 


The third point relates to authority .... Authority always runs the risk of 
going off the rails and becoming 'power'; but when authority speaks, it does 
not inevitably fall into that trap. 


Please do not jibe automatically at the use of authority in the Roman Catholic 
church even if it is in some particulars a badly exercised authority. In 
saying this I am letting you see my sensitivity as a Roman Catholic. 


I am asking you to avoid the kind of simplistic anti-Roman Catholicism - 
against which I am sure you will vote in a moment - which too hastily 
contrasts yourselves, as the supposed Church of Freedom, and the Church of Law 
in which I supposedly find myself. 


If such a contrast were correct, and there were no more freedom in my church, 
I should have left it long ago. 


Finally, I would sum up by asking what your a priori position is in regard to 
the Roman Catholic church. 


Do you think of it really as a church which is trying to be faithful to the 
gospel, or as an imperial and imperialist church? 


Do you see the Roman Catholic church as a sister church or as an octopus-like 


‘monster’ spreading its influence over society and over the other Christian 
families? ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: ‘Middle East — What can the Church do?" EPS 89.01.81 


Rubeiz is Middle East secretary at the World Council of Churches. This is 


excerpted from a briefing he gave to a church delegation visiting the Middle 
East this month. 


--. The Intifada [Palestinian uprising in the Israeli-Occupied Territories, 
now more than a year old] remains the most practical avenue for change in the 
Arab/Israeli conflict. ... How awful it is that we have to wait for future 
bloody events to bring about attitudinal change. ... As long as_ the 
Palestinians restrict the level of violence in their struggle, they ultimately 
will be able to arrive at their goal, which is independence and peace for 
themselves and their neighbours. [In this context, what can the church do?] 


3 The church is able to promote dialogue with Israelis. Christians should 
listen to Israel's agony about the conflict situation and encourage Jews to 
take more risks for the peace process. 


as The churches should work with their governments to speed up the 
International Peace Conference. 


as Reconciliation material on Jews and Arabs should be prepared and 
circulated in the church for reflection, solidarity and assistance of the 
people of the Middle East. 


4. Middle Eastern leaders who talk peace and avoid rhetoric should be 
invited to Europe and the USA and the rest of the world to explain how urgent 
the International Peace Conference is and how painful the suffering of people 
in the region is. 


5. Young people and women of the two rival communities (Arabs and Jews) 
should be enabled to appear together in climates of reconciliation and not in 
competitive audiences where each side wishes to prove the other to be wrong. 


67 Interpretive material which forecasts the current and future cost of war 
and occupation should be prepared and circulated to show the urgency of 
peace-making and the advantages of taking risks for anticipation of a brighter 
future. 


7% Church delegations to Israel and the Occupied Territories should observe 
the suffering wherever it occurs, and report it to the world. Visitors 
should also report the courageous steps taken by people who look for signs of 
hope and who promote problem-solving and intercommunal relations. 


Bt Church delegations should go to listen to as well as to challenge 
authorities of occupation to be more responsible in their use of power. They 
should equally challenge extremists on both sides of the divide to face 
reality and allow more room for trust of the ‘other side’. 


9. In reporting data, impressions, ideas, solutions, could we take time to 
reflect on the impact of our words on people who do not agree with us? Too 
much of what is reported is too emotional, too rhetoric, too predictable to 
win new partners to the peace process. 


-10. Humanitarian aid in the context of solidarity is becoming increasingly 
urgent to help the Palestinian people continue its Intifada to bring about 
justice and peace. The churches have been quite generous so far and the 
World Council of Churches has increased its programme support for humanitarian 
aid for 1989. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Din Dayal: ‘Christianity within Hinduism in India' EPS 89.01.82 


Dayal is bishop of Lucknow and. moderator of the [United] Church of North 
India. This is excerpted from an item in the January issue of the CNI 
monthly, The North India Churchman. 


Kamadhasan, a non-Christian poet of Tamil Nadu [an area of southern India], 
... wrote a few years ago ...an epic of 400 pages called ‘Jesus Kaviam'. He 
says: ‘An infinite amount of good has come into the world because Jesus has 
been born. If mankind is still alive today, it is due to his influence. ... 
As long as there is a wound, there is a need of healing power. The Kingdom of 
Christ will be established everywhere in the world. Let our hearts and minds 
be directed towards him and let us put our trust in him.' 


Like Kamadhasan there are are many Hindus in this country who accept Christ 
put reject the church and the Christian community because of their foreign- 


ness. We are called upon to do two things - renounce our foreign-ness and 
accept Indian-ness. This would be possible when we would begin to _ see 
Hinduism as a culture which has room for many religions. In this culture, 


Christianity will have to be incarnated. 


What is Hinduism? It is difficult to define because a person can be Hindu 
without accepting Vedas, Ramayan, Gita or any other creeds. He could be a 
Hindu even if he is an atheist. Hindu is not the name of any form of worship 
or belief. 


The word Hindu does not occur in any scripture book. Historically, Hindu 
meant any one living beyond rive Indus on the Indian sub-continent. It did 
not indicate any religion. Hindu religion is an invention of European 
scholars. The religions of Hindus (Indians) are Vaishnavism, Saivism, 
Brahmanism, worshippers of numerous gods and godesses, Jainism, Sikhism, etc., 
etc. 


The term Hinduism is just a blanket term. It could include even Christianity 
and Islam if they shared with others common love of this country, its history 
and culture. Christians and Muslims have been rejected mainly because they 
have insisted on their own separateness. ... 


Who is a Hindu? The Hindu code defines it as any one who is not Muslin, 
Christian, Parsi, or Jew. These groups affirm their separate identity. 
Therefore, they are not Hindus. I remember many years ago some old 
missionaries warning Christians to beware of the fatal embrace of Hinduism. 
In reality they did not understand the word Hindu. 


If we go by the historical meaning of Hindu then the Indian Christians should 
have no hesitation in saying that they too are Hindu Christians, like Hindu 
Lingayats, Hindu Vaishnavas, etc., for Christians do love their country. They 
do love the best elements of the Indian culture and they own the history of 
India as their own history. They are not keen to have separate personal laws. 


We are one in faith with Christians of other lands but we are one with Hindus 
in our love of the country, its culture and history. ... If the church is to 
be accepted, and if Christianity is to be followed, then Christians will have 
to change their attitude of separation, forms of worship, their music, etc. 


Jesus lived among the Jews like a Jew. But he was for all humanity. We have 
to live in India like any Indian, and accept all that is noble in its culture 
and history as our own. We will have to become Hindu Christians in the true 


sense. ... The Hindu society would be transformed only when Christianity works 
from within. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/K.H. Ting: ‘The Church in China Today’ EPS 89.01.83 


This is excerpted from an interview in the December issue of Bridge, bi- 
monthly of the Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture (Hong 


Kong). Ting, a bishop who is president of the China Christian Council, is a 
senior leader of the church in China. 


a [KR Today, the main task of the China Christian Council and the 
Three-Self Movement] is to build up the life of the church and to strengthen 
our witness to Jesus Christ and the spiritual nurture of our constituencies. 

For this reason we need to defend the principle of religious freedom and the 


rights of the church, and do a good job of self-government, self-support and 
self-propagation. ... 


We may say that the Three-Self Movement includes all Protestant Christians who 
are not opposed to, but practise the principles of self-government, 
self-support and self-propagation, no matter where they worship or meet, or 
whether they are regularly or directly related to three-self organizations. ... 


In the early years after the establishment of the People's Republic of China 
[in 1949], Protestant leaders made an all-important choice. That choice, 
based on faith and a study of facts, was that the new government should be 
Supported through goodwill and participation, not confrontation and combat. 
In new China, we have found that the state enables people to live and work in 
peace. It does not assume the position of God and tell Christians what to 
believe and how to run the church. 


We welcome the state's policy of stressing common grounds and preserving 
differences. This provides a good-enough environment in which the church is 
to be the church, and to bear witness to the saving gospel of Jesus Christ. 
History teaches us that it is not good, but dangerous, for a church to expect 
favours. As long as ways are open for dialogue, mutual criticism, and mutual 
give-and-take, it would be irresponsible, and possibly vain, for Christians to 
speak easily the language of martyrdom. Herein lies the essence of our 
difference with certain 'China watchers’ outside of China .... 


Taking China as a whole, [implementation of religious freedom] is moving 
ahead. There are now over 4000 renovated and newly-constructed church 
buildings used for Protestant public worship, thanks to the hard work put in 
by both fellow Christians and government cadres. Then, there are tens of 
thousands of groups of Christians meeting in homes. The number of Protestant 
Christians today is six times that of 1949 (from 700,000 to 4-5 million). 
Protestants now have 12 theological training centres with over 700 full-time 
students. We are also publishing a number of journals. 


But, unfortunately, we still find persons here and there, mostly lower 
government cadres, who lack respect for the principle. There is much work yet 
to be done. ... 


Some time ago, in Guangdong Province, government agencies asked that places 
for religious activities apply for registration. If this is a measure aimed 
at eliminating meetings of Christians in homes without first providing more 
suitable places for them, it is an infringement on religious freedom. 


At least for the sake of openness and public supervision, the appropriate 
government agencies should make public the grounds for permissions to be 
granted or denied. We are watching developments in Guangdong carefully and 
have already written to the Religious Affairs Bureau of the State Council and 
other related bodies about our concern and views. [over] 


ting/2 


Q: Last year, the Shanxi Provincial Three-Self Movement Committee and 
Christian Council issued regulations which also seemed aimed at limiting the 
freedom of Christians .... What had happened there? 


A: ... We learned that our colleagues in Shanxi felt they were forced to lay 
down those strict regulations in face of the infiltration of elements from 
Hong Kong and_ elsewhere, preaching with strong political innuendoes, 
distributing anti-government 'religious' literature and getting people to 
attend midnight meetings which could easily lead people around them to suspect 
all Christians. We can understand this concern of these Christian colleagues 
and government cadres in Shanxi, but we have advised them not to use methods 
that curtail Christians' right to practise their religion and alienate them 
from the church. 


Q: There is the notion abroad that ministers, evangelists, and worshippers 
are required by a so-called 'three-designates' policy to stick to ... assigned 
churches and meeting points, and are not allowed to attend other[s] ... 
without permission from the government. Is there any truth in this? 


A: I am aware that there are local government cadres who, out of their desire 
to maintain order in society, simplistically lay down such rules without 
giving regard to Christians' traditional practices and their freedom to move 
about. The Three-Self Movement and the China Christian Council have never 
discussed laying down such rules as ‘three designates'. We are working for 
their removal. 


Q: The front page of the July/August 1988 issue of the Chinese language 
'China and the Church' published in Hong Kong reproduces what appears to be an 
official statement issued by the United Front Work Department of an 
undisclosed county communist party committee requiring Protestant churches and 
meeting places to be controlled by the local party organ. ... 


A: I received a copy of this particular issue directly from the publisher. 
The stipulations laid down in the statement are in such gross violation of 
national policy, and the whole tone is so harsh and unfriendly, that I am 
fairly certain the document together with the chop affixed to it are composed 
by anti-China elements in Hong Kong or elsewhere. We have requested and are 
still waiting to see if the publisher is willing to disclose the name of the 
county, so that we can bring the matter up with the proper authorities. We 
want to do all we can to address any infractions of religious freedom. 


Q: [How do you view evangelist Wang Mingdao?] 


A: I have met persons who speak highly of the spiritual help they received 
from Wang Mingdao's preaching. I thank God for that. I can understand his 
... condemnation of the Three-Self Movement because I have read his book on 
his 50-year service to God and found that he continually opposed and condemned 
other Christians who did not agree with his theological and other views. 


In the 1950s, some articles did appear in 'Tian Feng' monthly which answered 
some of Mr Wang's attacks and urged him to support Three-Self. But opposition 
to Three-Self is not a crime, and could not have brought about his later 
imprisonment. 


We have made inquiries as to what he was accused of, but have not got a clear 
answer. Mr Wang himself does not give a clear answer either. I know that 
many of his friends are writing and visiting him to urge him to be humbler and 
more forgiving. We often pray for him when we have meetings. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/05) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2% 


Phone/fax changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, many phone/fax numbers in 
the Geneva area are changing, with a 7 being added to the current numbers. 
The EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 1346. 
The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are unchanged 
(41 and 22 respectively). 


Situation reports on _ the Christian schools in the West Bank (#1, 19 
January), and on the aftermath of the 1986 earthquake in El Salvador C#3 7°26 
January) are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The report from the theological consultation last November on the Place of 
the Woman in the Orthodox Church and the Question of the Ordination of Women 
BEPSS/88211.01)]. As available from Gennadios Limouris, WCC/F&0, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


New from WCC sub-units (Box 2100, CH2321 1 (Genevaee)* 


Perestroika: Some Preliminary Comments, background information from the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Mechanics of Finance Capital: Merger Mania and Insider Trading, an 
occasional study pamphlet from the Commission on the Churches' Participation 
in Development. 


Current Dialogue, #15 (December 1988) from the Sub-Unit on Dialogue with 
People of Living Faiths. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), are now available. 


For the European Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21), contact 
CEC/CCEE. 


For the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, 
USA; 22-31), contact WCC/Communication. 


The address in both cases, and for WARC, is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 1 February. 
EPS copy deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS sends headlines by telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for 
full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


JAPAN: EMPEROR RITES Ecumenical Press 
BRING CHURCH PROTESTS Service 89.02.01 


TOKYO - Leaders of the National Christian Council in Japan have sent a letter 
to Japanese government officials protesting state involvement in ceremonies 


marking the death of Emperor Hirohito and the succession of his son, Emperor 
Akihiro [EPS 89.01.68,78]. 


The letter to the Japanese prime minister, chief justice, and moderators of 
the Diet (mational legislature), is signed by Kentaro Takeuchi (NCCJ 
moderator), Munetoshi Maejima (NCCJ general secretary), and Koiti Osima (who 
chairs the NCCJ Yasukuni Shrine Special Issues Committee). 


In connection with Sojoden No Gi (the Shinto funeral rites reserved for the 
family of the deceased), the NCCJ letter protests government plans to build a 
Torii (a traditional Japanese Shinto gate). It also calls the planned 
attendance of the prime minister and other high-ranking officials at this 
ceremony a ‘violation of the separation of state and religion'. 


Taiso No Rei (the state funeral) follows immediately after Sojoden No Gi (24 
February). It is to begin with a nationwide silent prayer, and include a 
bow. The letter rejects the government view that one bow is sufficiently 
different from the traditional Shinto pattern of two bows, two claps, and one 
bow. It adds that it is impossible to eliminate all religious elements from 
the state ceremony, and that ‘'the government should not be allowed to 
determine and control the content of religion within the funeral.' 


The letter also objects that the state carried out Kenji Shokei No Gi, a 
ceremony in which the new tenno (emperor) received three symbols of office - a 
mirror, a precious stone, and a sword. The sword, the letter notes, is 
related to a Japanese myth with religious significance. 


The letter also faults Choken No Gi, the enthronement of the tenno which also 
took place last month, on grounds that it violates the Japanese constitutional 
principle that the people are sovereign, with the tenno being the symbol but 
not the head of state. 


At that ceremony, says the letter, the prime minister responded to the tenno 
with words ‘committing his loyalty in a feudalist fashion'. Moreover, the 
Japanese word 'choken' refers to an audience with the tenno, which, says the 
letter, ‘serves to reinforce the sovereignty of the tenno.' 


The NCCJ leaders are also critical of the failure at that ceremony to touch 
upon the role of the late tenno in supporting Japanese actions during World 
War II. Thus, they write, 'by intentionally bypassing the historical facts, 
Japan cannot escape the criticism of those in other Asian countries who were 
the victims of World War II.' 


The letter also criticizes the role of the government in naming the era of the 
new tenno, ‘the astronomical costs of the funeral’ to be paid by the 
government, and the decision to make the birthdays of the new tenno and his 
predecessor national holidays. 


In another letter, the same three NCCJ leaders are urging representatives of 
foreign governments not to take part in the funeral because to do so would 
‘recognize, internationally, the government intention of making the tenno a 
holy being', since the ceremony is derived from Shinto rites wich proclaim a 
person a god. [EPS] 


WAY CLEARED FOR FIRST Ecumenical Press ~ 
FEMALE ANGLICAN BISHOP Service 89.02.02 


BOSTON -— With the announcement last month that a majority of the diocesan 
bishops of the [US-based] Episcopal Church have given their consent, the last 
step in the procedure to allow the consecration of the first female Anglican 
bishop has been taken. 


As a result, the consecration of Barbara Harris as a suffragan (assisting) 
bishop in the largest Episcopal diocese is to take place 11 February in an 
auditorium here. She was elected at a convention of the Diocese of [Eastern] 
Massachusetts last September [EPS 88.10.01]. 


The consecration of a woman aS an Anglican bishop was a major issue on the 
agenda of the once-a-decade Lambeth Conference of bishops last July/August 
[EPS 88.08.01,21]. In its wake, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie 
appointed a Commission on Communion and Women in the Episcopate. Tae 
chaired by Robert Eames, the principal Irish Anglican archbishop. 


Reacting to the pending consecration, Eames recalled that the conference spoke 
of ‘respect’ and ‘courtesy' with regard to such a consecration, with that not 
necessarily implying ‘acceptance of the principles involved'. He also noted 
that the Episcopal Church ‘is. an autonomous province of the Anglican 


Communion, legislating as it deems fit for its own territorial jurisdiction.' 


Eames said his commission is ‘not concerned with arguments for or against 
women in the episcopate as such.' Rather, it is to 'weigh the effects of 
actions affecting church order which do not as yet carry universal acceptance 
within the communion, and which have ecumenical consequence. ' 


The group meets again next month, near New York City, to continue its work of 
producing guidelines to help Anglican provinces live together in the ‘highest 
possible degree of communion', even though, Eames said, the conference 
recognized 'there has to be some restriction of communion. ' 


Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning, who is to be the chief 
consecrator for Harris, said he has felt sensitivity to the ‘convictions and 
feelings of others ... being expressed by the majority of the church', though 
he also noted ‘some exceptions to the prevailing spirit of prayerful 
discussion and sensitivity. 


'Unfortunately', he said, ‘these exceptions received disproportionate 
attention. We know that we have heard some angry words, some mean-spirited 
words, and some threatening words. I have found this both inappropriate to 
the process, and diminishing to the sense of how we as the church should 
conduct ourselves. These days have not been easy, and I have had the 
opportunity to reflect more than once that growth does not come without pain.’ 


David Johnson, the diocesan bishop with whom Harris is to work, said that 
‘this is the first time in the history of our church that the full breadth of 
ministry is coming into focus. I hope there is a way for those who find it 


difficult to accept the reality of a woman in the episcopate to experience it 
for themselves.' 


Besides in the USA, female Anglicans have been ordained priests in Canada, New 
Zealand, Brazil, Kenya, Uganda, Cuba, and Hong Kong. In addition to those 
places, they have been ordained deacons in several other countries, including 
Ireland, Wales, Scotland, and England. [EPS] 


NEW BRITISH ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
ARRANGEMENTS PROPOSED Service 89.01.03 


LONDON - Detailed proposals for new ‘ecumenical instruments' to replace the 
British Council of Churches next year are to be dealt with by governing bodies 


of about three dozen British and Irish denominations in the next several 
months. 


Roman Catholics and other denominations not now full members of the BCC would 
be full participants in the new arrangements. 


For the first time, England would have a separate ecumenical body (Churches 
Together in England). The existing Council of Churches for Wales and Scottish 
Churches' Council would be succeeded by Churches Together in Wales and Action 
for Churches Together in Scotland. 


Common to the English, Welsh, and Scottish bodies, plus the proposed umbrella 
Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland, would be a large assembly of 
church representatives to meet residentially every other year - coupled with a 
smaller ‘enabling group' or council meeting at least twice a year. 


The CCBI assembly would meet during the years when the CTE, CTW, and ACTS 
assemblies do not meet. 


The Welsh body would be bilingual. In Welsh, it is Cytun (meaning 'together' 
or ‘in agreement'). That is also an acronym for a Welsh phrase meaning 
‘Christians forward toward unity'. 


Underlying the proposals is the idea that each new instrument not develop 
authority apart from its members. Rather, each is to coordinate work being 
done by them. 


At a news conference here, Liverpool Roman Catholic Archbishop Derek Worlock 
underlined two elements in the proposals: decision-making rooted 
denominational authority structures, and 'subsidiarity' (the principle that a 
"higher' body must not do what a ‘lower' one can and should). 


The lengthy inter-church process from which the proposals have emerged has 
origins in a number of factors, among them the impetus given to British 
ecumenism by the visit of the pope in 1982; the failure of two notable 
attempts to bring about some degree of church unity by negotiation (the 
Anglican-Methodist reunion plan of the early 1970s, and the five-denomination 
covenant of the early 1980s); and the decision of the conference of Roman 
Catholic bishops in England and Wales not to join the BCC. 


In the CTE and CTW assemblies, Anglicans would be the largest grouping, 
followed by Roman Catholics. In the CCBI assembly, they would form the 
largest group. 


The BCC includes Irish membership. Unlike their British counterparts, the 
Roman Catholic bishops in Ireland were not part of the process which led to 
the new proposals. Existing Irish arrangements - the Irish Council of 
Churches, Irish Inter-Church Meeting (generally known as Ballymascanlon, after 
the site of the first meeting, and including Roman Catholic participation), 
and Inter-Church Consultative Committee - are to continue. 


Besides individual denominations, such bodies as the Free Church Federal 
Council, West Indian Evangelical Alliance, and Afro West Indian United Council 
of Churches are eligible for CTE membership. [EPS] 


NAMIBIA: CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
PROTEST CUT IN PEACE FORCE Service 89.01.04 


Material for this report came from the London-based, ecumenically—supported 
Namibia Communications Centre. 


WINDHOEK - The Executive Committee of the Council of Churches in Namibia has 
strongly protested the decision to reduce the size of the UN force (Untag) 
which is to oversee the transition to Namibian independence. 


Citing 10 developments which could undermine the process, the church leaders 
said they ‘are convinced that to reduce the size of the Untag force will 
seriously jeopardise the Namibian independence process', and that ‘Namibian 
people will be left at the mercy of the South African forces and the whole of 
southern Africa will remain unstable. ' 


The UN has decided to cut the force from 7500 to 3000 to save money. 


'They say Untag is expensive', said General Secretary Abisai Shejavali of the 
Council of Churches in Namibia, 'but we have had to struggle for peace and 
justice, which are also expensive.' He observed that the West has taken much 
wealth out of Namibia in the form of diamonds, uranium, and copper. ‘Why 
can't they bring some of that money back to help Untag?' he asked. 


Lutheran Bishop Hendrik Frederik said he prays that everything goes all right 
for the implementation of the peace plan. 'But we are asking ourselves 
whether this time South Africa is really serious.' 


Frederik, who is also CON president, said, ‘We want the elections to be free 
and fair, so I am very worried if Untag will be greatly reduced. The United 
Nations knew what the cost would be from the beginning, so why question it 
now?' 


After visiting the northern war zone, Anglican Bishop James Kauluma reported 
that the South African military build-up continues there. ‘They are building 
police stations at several places in Ovamboland. ... The army and police are 
already campaigning. They call people to meetings, tell them not to vote for 
Swapo [the main group fighting South African rule in Namibia], promise them 
medical help, offer to plough their fields or provide piped water. We 
believe this is unfair because the other parties are not there.' 


Kauluma said a particularly alarming development is that members of Koevoet, 
the South African counter-insurgency force, are being integrated into the 
regular police force. That is another reason people are ‘very worried about 
the reduction in Untag', he said. 


Roman Catholic Bishop Bonifatius Haushiku said the whole country looks forward 
to 1 April, when the independence process formally begins, including the 
return of many of the estimated 80 000 Namibians living abroad for political 
reasons. ‘In the past we have been told something was going to happen and it 
didn't. This time we are really hopeful', he said. 


Others who signed the appeal were Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni and Methodist 


and Reformed representatives (James Prinz, MCSA; Bartolomeus Karuaera, AMEC; 
Peter Lamoela, UCCSA.) 


From Geneva, the World Council of Churches also telexed the UN secretary 
general. WCC General Secretary told him that the WCC ‘feels strongly that 


reduction of Untag ... would be detrimental to the process of implementing UN 
plans for Namibian independence.' [EPS] 


‘IMPORTANT PROGRESS' SEEN IN Ecumenical Press 
DISCIPLES—ROMAN CATHOLIC TALKS Service 89.02.05 


TRAPPIST (Kentucky/USA) - A statement released after the annual meeting (here, 
10-16 December) of the Disciples-Roman Catholic International Commission 


reports ‘important progress' in the decade-old, official dialogue between 
representatives of the two traditions. 


Meeting at a Roman Catholic monastery here, the commission discussed 'ministry 
in relation to the apostolic tradition'. It said both traditions agree that 
"the ordained minister is appointed by Christ for a special ministry within 
the community', and that ‘ministry is a means that God has provided to 
preserve and pass on the gospel.' 


But, it added, 'Disciples and Roman Catholics have developed divergent 
understandings of the ordained ministry.' 


The group meets again this year in Venice to discuss 'the involvement of the 
whole church in handing on the apostolic tradition.' Co-chairing the dialogue 
are Samuel Carter, a Jesuit who is Roman Catholic archbishop of Kingston 
(Jamaica), and Paul Crow, general secretary of the Disciples Ecumenical 
Consultative Council, and president of the Council on Christian Unity of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/William J. Shaw: ‘Ecumenism Far and Near' EPS 89.01.06 


Shaw is president of the Metropolitan Christian Council of Philadelphia, and 
pastor of White Rock Baptist Church, Philadelphia. Invited by Anthony 
Bevilacqua, Roman Catholic archbishop of Philadelphia, Shaw represented MCCP 
last November at ceremonies in Rome marking the beatification (a step towards 
an official declaration of sainthood) of Katharine Drexel, a Philadelphian. 
This is excerpted from a reflection on the trip in the 1]l January edition of 
Connections, the MCCP news service. 


... Although distanced doctrinally from the concept of blessedness and 
Sainthood contained in the mass of beatification, I felt spiritual bonding 
with those gathered in the basilica. ... Theological positions are important, 
indeed, but God is greater than, and is not captured by any of them. 


My experiences were personally gratifying, but I was troubled that though I 
was personally recognized, MCCP's presence was never publicly acknowledged nor 
was it privately noted in the papers of identification of the pilgrims present. 


Inherent is a problem of ecumenical venture. How do we affirm with strong 
voice the reality of our unity, while equally respecting the integrity of our 
distinctiveness? The acknowledgement of our distinctions enhances the beauty 
and strength of our unity. 


Mother Katharine was born to wealth, but was noted for her work among and on 
behalf of black and Indian-American people throughout the nation. To this 
cause she totally dedicated her life and vast resources. Because of her 
efforts, she was elevated within the Roman Catholic communion to the rank of 


the blessed. 


The rites of beatification symbolically brought the Philadelphia archdiocese 
and the Metropolitan Christian Council of Philadelphia together. Is it not 
clear that the vocation which occasioned our togetherness challenges us to 
work here? Must not our symbolic presence in Rome find substantive 


expression in Philadelphia? ...[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Judith Myrick: ‘Zimbabwe Political Accord Helpful' EPS 89.02.07 


Just before Christmas in 1987, a political pact was finally announced between 
Robert Mugabe and Joshua Nkomo, leaders of what were then the two principal 
political parties in Zimbabwe. Myrick, a missionary from the USA based in 
Bulawayo, the main city of Matabeleland (the area where the smaller of the two 
groupings was dominant), reflects on what the pact has- meant for 
church-assisted development there. 


According to spokespersons for several non-governmental organizations and 
church-related bodies, the pact has meant the green light in terms of rural 
development work. It has also meant overseas donors are now more willing to 
assist the local authorities in promoting progress in the backward areas, 
where villagers had enjoyed so few of the fruits won at independence in 1980. 


Those interviewed all agree that the past year has brought peace and greater 
stability within the rural areas of the area, that the coming year, with its 
expected bumper harvest of maize (corn), looks even better. 


'People are eagerly taking part now in their own self-help projects’, said 
Matthew Chirwa, coordinator of the development commission in the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Bulawayo. ‘we have had more requests for help with 
income-generating projects recently. Unfortunately our budget this past year 
was not flexible enough to take on these added projects', he added, ‘huts we 
may see an increase in our ability to assist these during the coming year.’ 


Connie Mabusela, who coordinates the women's work programme of the Bulawayo 
branch of the Zimbabwe Christian Council, expressed pleasure at being able to 
go into areas far from the city, to which she had not been able to safely 
travel. ‘Much of my time is spent training groups of women on how to help 
themselves and others, and these women had to come to the towns or to Bulawayo 
for such training. Now I can go out to the rural areas and we spend a whole 
week together without fear.' 


But, she adds, the women, because of past drought and the security problem, 
have been left with nothing, and therefore 'they are starting from nothing. 
The dissidents had often forced them to cook for them; their chickens and 
goats are now depleted.’ 


The Bulawayo branch of the YWCA has also announced it will start planning to 
revive projects in the rural areas which had been abandoned. Workshops will 
first be held to identify needs and priorities before plans are made for 
implementation. 


Another NGO which receives church funding, the Organization of Rural 
Associations for Progress (ORAP), has also found the stable atmosphere more 
conducive to development work in the three provinces where it operates. 
‘Since unity we have opened up new groups and revived old groups', said 
Jeremiah Khabo, ORAP's field officer for coordinating technology. 


‘Some of the young people who had deserted their homes [out of fear] have 


returned, and we have some new trainees at our training centres, even in the 
Midlands', he added. 


Better cooperation between NGOs and government development workers has been 
evidenced this past year, he noted, whereas 'before unity there was suspicion 
between us. Some small groups in the army are now even participating in some 
of our activities during their free time, by helping to dig wells or erect 


buildings', he added. ‘One school which had been burnt down by dissidents we 
have helped to rebuild.' [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Elizabeth Ferris: 'Implications of the Mendes Case' EPS 89.02.08 


Ferris is study and interpretation secretary in the Refugee Service of the 
Geneva—based World Council of Churches. 


On 18 January, about 100 British police entered the Church of the Ascension in 
Manchester and dragged out Viraj Mendes, a Sri Lankan Sinhalese who had been 
living in sanctuary in the church for over two years. Two days 1aten, in 
spite of international efforts, Mr Mendes was deported back to Sri Lanka. 


The case of Viraj Mendes has received significant media coverage in England 
over the past two years. As a member of the communist party and an outspoken 
supporter of Tamil independence, Mendes claimed that he feared persecution if 
returned to Sri Lanka. But all efforts to be allowed to remain in Britain had 
failed; in December, the last appeal proceeding found he had no grounds to 
remain in Britain. 


The Church of the Ascension took a leading role in the defence campaign of 
Mendes, supporting and advising him on the legal procedures to be tried and 
accompanying him in the arduous process. In December 1986, the church went a 
step further in offering sanctuary to Mendes. He came to live in the church, 
and the church extended its protection to the refugee in defiance of the 
British Home Office. ... 


For the last few months, the British press has been filled with articles on 
the implications for church-state relations of allowing Mendes to remain in 
Sanctuary while under a deportation order. The Home Office repeatedly stated 
that. the churches are not above the law and they would not hesitate to use 
force to remove Mendes from the church. The churches rallied around the 
refugee, seeking to use their moral force to protect him. 


While there have been many other sanctuaries for asylum-seekers in Europe, the 
case of Viraj Mendes is perhaps the best known - in part because of the length 
of his stay, in part because of the unstinting efforts of the church community 
to gain international support for his cause. 


When news came of Mendes' detention on 18 January, churches, ecumenical and 
other human rights groups from many countries went into action .... The World 
Council of Churches, in cooperation with the Conference of European Churches, 
sent a telex to the British government, stating that conditions in Sri Lanka 
do not warrant involuntary return of asylum-seekers, asking that humanitarian 
alternatives be found for Viraj Mendes, and expressing concern about the 
implications for church-state relations of the British police action. 


Meanwhile, negotiations with other European governments were taking place in 
order to secure an alternative refuge for Mendes. These negotiations were not 
successful, in part because of the limited time available, and Mendes was 
eventually placed on an Air Lanka Flight for Sri Lanka. In spite of the Sri 
Lankan government's assurances that Mendes had nothing to fear in Sri Lanka, 
Many observers fear for his safety. 


As the British government, like most in western Europe, makes it increasingly 
difficult for asylum-seekers to arrive in Britain and to find security there, 
the churches have played an active role in challenging those policies. ... 
However, the government's decision to break into a church protecting a single 
refugee makes it clear that the British government will not accept faith-based 
justifications for actions on behalf of asylum-seekers. As with the 
Sanctuary movement in the US, Christians are again challenged to ask 
themselves how far they are prepared to go in defending refugees and 
asylum-seekers against the power of their own governments. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ‘Korean Reunification’ ; EPS 89.02.09. 


This is excerpted from a longer text presented at an ecumenical meeting last 
November on the situation in Korea [EPS 88.12.07].. Koshy is director of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 


Churches. 


The immensity of the tragedy of the division of Korea is little known. 
The disproportionate human cost paid by the Korean people for cold war and 
geopolitics is little known. 


The continuing agony of the separation of millions is little known. The 
potential for escalation of the conflict even to a nuclear conflagration is 
little known. 


It is in making these known that our responsibility lies. 


There is also the task of having a fresh look at how history, from the 
beginning of the war in the Korean peninsula, has been presented. rcs 
admitted that the WCC has a special responsibility here. 


We realize that some of the positions the WCC took at the time of the Korean 
war had serious consequences. A more close examination of the role of the 
United Nations in this issue is also called for. 


The South Korean president has suggested that the socialist states, especially 
the USSR and the People's Republic of China, can play a special role regarding 
peace in the Korean peninsula. It is true that in the Olympic approach as 
well as in economic policies, South Korea considers socialist states 
significant. 


But the role of the socialist states is important even in looking afresh at 
the historical aspects and the role of the UN. Developments in the socialist 
societies may provide new openings on peace and the reunification of Korea. 


From an ecumenical perspective therefore, churches in socialist states may 
have a special role today with regard to peace and the reunification of Korea. 


We may want to see whether ... there are new emphases needed within the 
ecumenical community. We have to take into account the new geopolitical 
factors and the political changes in the peninsula. 


We have also to take into account the current possibilities for the Christian 
community in the North and the churches in the South. ... 


In the WCC, we are engaged in a process enabling and encouraging mutual 
commitment to justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. What has 
happened in the case of Korea need not be always claimed as part of JPIC. 


But the basic elements and the basic objectives are here - a new level of 
commitment in the common struggle for justice and peace; the emergence of a 
new ecclesiology; the search for new forms of unity; a conciliar process. 


. For many of us involved in the [ecumenical] Tozanzo process [to foster the 
reunification of Korea], it has been a profound spiritual experience, one of 
the great highlights in our ecumenical journey. 


This is a reflection of the authenticity of the witness of the churches in 
divided Korea and of what we have learnt from them. ..-LEPS] . 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: 'Ecumenical Involvement in Indochina’ EPS 89.02.10 
Koshy is director for international affairs at the World Council of Churches. 


This is excerpted from his presentation in Hanoi at a roundtable on Indochina 
co-sponsored by the WCC and Christian Conference of Asia (6-9 December). 


... May I reiterate the objectives for ecumenical involvement: 


= to assist in possible ways efforts towards solution of the political 
conflicts in the region with a view to bringing about peace and reconciliation. 


~ to facilitate ecumenical sharing of resources for reconstruction and 
development in Indochina. 


At the political level we should continue and intensify in-depth studies, 
analyses and interpretation of events, support for initiatives for peaceful 
resolution of conflicts, confidence-building measures among people, supports 
for efforts within the UN system and special efforts by churches in particular 
countries regarding their government's policies. 


(1) At present, the focus has to be on efforts to support peace processes 
related to Kampuchea. In this connection the ecumenical movement has to take 
seriously the task of preventing the return of the Khmer Rouge to power. 
Efforts made by different governments and non-governmental bodies must be 
supported. 


(2) With regard to this and the peace process in general the churches in the 
ASEAN [= the six-nation Association of Southeast Asian Nations - Thailand, 
Philippines, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei] countries have a special 
role. The initiatives taken by the CCA should be followed up. 


(3) For assisting peace processes in Kampuchea, a new initiative has been 
taken by Buddhist religious leaders of Kampuchea, living inside and outside 
the country. They have among them direct access to all parties in the 
conflict and they regularly follow the developments. Cooperation with them 
and support to them may be actively considered. 


(4) As the peace process progresses, we should continue our efforts to break 
the isolation of Indochina imposed from outside. The non-governmental 
Organizations have played a commendable role in breaking the isolation of 
Kampuchea. The efforts in this direction should be intensified and new 
approaches devised by ecumenical bodies. 


(5) There is the continuing task of providing information and of interpreting 
events and developments in Indochina. This is all the more important in the 
light of the immediate political tasks identified. 


(6) We have always given emphasis to people-to-people contacts, though this 
area may deserve more systematic attention. 


(7) In the light of the new developments some perspective planning on the 
humanitarian needs in Kampuchea and Vietnam may be needed. The United Nations 
through ... specialized agencies appear to have already begun their planning 
with regard to Kampuchea. It is necessary to keep in contact with them. With 
regard to Kampuchea, the NGOs represent a tremendous bank of knowledge and 
experience. This should be utilized to influence the policies on developments 
related to Indochina by governments and inter-governmental bodies. Officials 
in the UN agencies have expressed special interest in drawing on the 


experience and knowledge of NGOs. [over] 
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(8) In order to avoid future genocidal actions in Kampuchea it has _ been 
suggested that the Kampuchean people should be assisted in programmes of human 
rights education and awareness-building. Here also the active involvement of 
Buddhist religious leaders is important. 


(9) We have always emphasized that one aspect of ecumenical involvement in 
Indochina is our relationship with the churches and Christian communities of 
Indochina. For a variety of reasons this aspect has not been very strong. 


There is renewed discussion on the relations between Marxist-led societies and 
religious bodies. Experiences of states and churches in socialist societies 
and experiences of collaboration between believers and Marxists in struggles 
for justice have to be evaluated in looking at these relations. 


The changes that are now taking place in China and the Soviet Union are 
significant. In China, church-related organizations are already working in 
the field of relief and development. It is expected that very soon churches 
in the Soviet Union will have opportunities for social work. 


Te The ecumenical movement relates mainly to governments and 
government-related organizations in Indochina. On the basis of past 
experience we may say: 


(a) the ecumenical community should speak from its faith based on the gospel 
of love, service, justice and peace; 


(b) it should speak clearly to the partners and make their concerns clearly 
understood; 


(c) the. spriorities should be decided by the people and their 
representatives; the governments and government-related organizations should 
ensure people's participation; 


(d) the support of the ecumenical community will depend on the convergence of 
objectives pursued by both parties in responding to humanitarian needs and 
issues of justice; 


(e) information and experiences should be fully shared so that both parties 
feel they are fully aware of the basic reasons for action. 


Therefore we may want to make clear again that we are not here just to finance 
projects. 


Our objective ... is two-fold. We give equal emphasis to the larger and 
basic issues of justice and peace and to the humanitarian needs. This 
approach we have maintained throughout the period of our involvement in 
Indochina and should be respected by our partners. 


Let me conclude by ... affirm[ing] our support for the people of Vietnam, 
Laos, and Kampuchea. We continue to support them in their efforts to build 
societies on the basis of justice and human dignity. 


Our solidarity is a critical one and in that spirit we will raise critical 
questions to one another as part of the search for a complete expression of 
our profound concern for this afflicted region. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Buddhist-Christian Peace Appeal' EPS 89.02.11 


This is the last part of a text adopted by representatives of the Asian 
Buddhist Conference for Peace and the Christian Peace Conference at a meeting 
2-5 December in Khabarovsk in the Soviet Far East. 


Participants came from Bangladesh, DPRK (North Korea), India, Japan, 
Kampuchea, Laos, Mongolia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, USSR, Vietnam, 
Australia, CSSR (Czechoslovakia), GDR (East Germany), and United Kingdom 
countries in Asia (including Australia) and Europe. 


bam Oak It is in the nature of religions to transcend national and ethnic 
boundaries and to include all humanity in its compassionate concern. While 
nations tend to be parochially oriented to self-interest, the higher religions 
are by nature transnational and concerned for others. 


es Unforunately, however, religions are misused to foment ethnic conflicts 
and to justify international aggression. The fundamentalist trends in all 
religions deny the very principle of religion by becoming ethnically 
self-regarding and violently aggressive and by often resorting to terrorism 
and killing. 


633 It is the special responsibility of religious peace movements to educate 
religious people to practise and promote the more positive humanitarian 
aspects of each religion and to discourage and combat the divisive, aggressive 
self-regarding tendencies of perverted religion. 


6.4 We appeal to all religious people to promote and practise mutual respect 
and sympathetic understanding and to work together for peace with justice, for 
disarmament and development, and for global, common, comprehensive security 
for all humanity. 


6.5 We appeal to all religious and secular peace movements and to all 
nations and peoples to mobilize public opinion for the following special 
concerns: 


635«1 To renew and redouble their activities for peace, education, 
especially to educate and train religious leadership in the issues of global 
comprehensive common security and a world which assures a dignified, secure, 
free, creative human life for all human beings. 


Religious teaching must be freshly formulated to include the concern for 
humanity, for a world without weapons of mass destruction, for global 
cooperation in creating just societies, and an environment that promotes life, 
for the peaceful and non-violent settlement of internal and international 
conflicts. 


Such education should also make people aware that those who draw enormous 
profit from weapons manufacture and the weapons trade are enemies of peace. 
They are the ones who promote false enemy images and foment regional conflicts 
from which they can benefit, while millions suffer and die. 


The growth of militarism and the arms trade in Asia is alarming. Religions 
have to take a resolute stand against this, based on deep study of each local 
situation. 


BS .2 Buddhism has a rich tradition of promoting healthy attitudes towards 
all living beings and to the human environment. Other religions can learn 
with profit from the Buddhist tradition, especially Christians who have 
recently fallen under the spell of a false dominium terrae doctrine. [over] 
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66523 To work for the creation of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, 
without nuclear bases and weapons; to work towards a conference on this with 
the participation of all nuclear powers and all nations around the Indian 
Ocean to be held by 1990 and which would result in a binding treaty. 


6.5.4 To mobilize public opinion around the world in order to make Asia and 
the Pacific free from all nuclear bases and weapons, in a time-bound scheme to 
be adopted by all Asian and Pacific nations and by all nuclear powers. 


6t5¢5 To appeal to all nations to create national ministries for peace and 
disarmament, making peace and disarmament just as important a national concern 
as national defence and security. 


6.5.6 To put pressure on all governments which have not already done so to 
sign and ratify the Law of the Sea Treaty of 1982. 


G6. o87 To make people aware of the grave danger of nuclear terrorism by 
groups and factions, as nuclear weapons become more and more miniaturized and 
thus easy to possess and conceal. 


6.5.8 To awaken people from the euphoria created by the INF Treaty and to 
make them aware of the need to struggle with new energy for making the world 
free of all weapons of mass destruction. 


O.o.o To initiate, promote and support imaginative demonstrations for peace 
like the signature campaign from Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the Third Peace 
Wave which will soon start in Japan and encircle the globe. 


6.5.10 To engage in interreligious dialogue and cooperation for the 
promotion of global peace and harmony and for religious people to work with 
secular people in the common cause of serving global humanity. 


Gy edn To promote full support to the United Nations Organization, which has 
had some brilliant successes in the peaceful resolution of conflicts; to work 
for a strengthened UN with enough executive power in the community of nations, 
and to expand and democratize the Security Council. 


Oro abe To pay careful attention to the process and programme of perestroika 
and glasnost now going on in the Soviet Union, in view of its relevance for 
all humanity. 


7% We have met here in the Far East, in the region of the rising sun. Here 
near Khabarovsk, the planet's morning begins; here every day the near dawn is 
born, in the waves of the Pacific. 


May the sun of peace with justice rise soon for all humanity, and banish the 
darkness of war and injustice, oppression and exploitation. 


May the whole of humanity be happy and prosper, in peace with justice. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/06) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 


Phone/fax changes: Effective 22h00 GMI, 21 April, many phone/fax numbers in 
the Geneva area are changing, with a 7 being added to the current numbers. 
The EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 1346. 
The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are unchanged 


(41 and 22 respectively). 


Situation reports on the Christian schools in the West Bank (#1, 19 
January), and on the aftermath of the 1988 earthquake in Armenia (#2, 31 
January) are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Come and See: Renewal Through Iconography is the report of an ecumenical 
seminar on the subject held in October 1987 under the auspices of the World 
Council of Churches [EPS 87.11.48]. Copies are available from WCC/RCL, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


In EPS 89.01.04: In line two of paragraph one, change decision to 
proposal. Change the third paragraph to read: There is a proposal at the UN 
to cut the force of 7500 by nearly half to save money. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), are now available. 


For the European Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21), contact 
CEC/CCEE. 


For the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, 
USA; 22-31), contact WCC/Communication. 


The address in both cases, and for WARC, is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 8 February. 
EPS copy deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS sends headlines by telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for 
full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, .65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


ECUMENICAL TEAM ASKS Ecumenical Press 
ACTION ON SOUTH AFRICA Service 89.02.12 


GENEVA - During a three-week, round-the-world trip, including visits with 
government and church leaders in seven countries, an eight-member Eminent 


Church Persons Group on South Africa recommended several actions to help end 
white-minority domination in South Africa. 


Sponsored by the World Council of Churches, the group went to France, Japan, 

the United Kingdom, the Federal Republic of Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, and 
the United States. It also stopped at the headquarters of the Commonwealth 
(London), the European Community (Brussels), and the United Nations (New York). 


The group called for several forms of ‘comprehensive, mandatory sanctions’: 


- refusal to reschedule repayment of overseas loans South Africa owes (about 
12 billion US dollars are due to 14 banks in five countries next year); 


— no more government-—guaranteed trade credits; 
— embargoes on oil, coal, and ‘strategic minerals'; 


- no more cooperation with South Africa in intelligence exchange or 
high-technology transfer; 


- denial of landing rights to South African Airways, and an end to flights by 
other airlines to South Africa. 


Other recommendations were: 

— withdrawal and cessation of investments in South Africa; 

— cancellation of all licenses and franchise agreements; 

- isolation of South Africa in diplomacy, culture, and sport; 

— recognition of the ‘authentic voice of the people’; 

- withdrawal of a proposed South African law on foreign funding disclosure; 


—- economic and military support for the six southern African Frontline States 
(Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mozambique, Angola, Botswana, and Tanzania); 


— national and international mechanisms to monitor sanctions. 


Members of the group were Canaan Banana, a Methodist theologian who used to be 
president of Zimbabwe; Desmond Tutu, 1984 Nobel Peace Prize winner, and 
Anglican archbishop for southern Africa; Paulos Gregorios, Oriental Orthodox 
metropolitan of Delhi, and one of the seven presidents of the World Council of 
Churches; Elaine Hesse Greif, general secretary of the World YWCA; lLysaneas 
Maciel, a member of the National Congress of Brazil; Lucille Mair, a former 
UN undersecretary general, now coordinator for women and development studies 
at the University of the West Indies; Carl Mau, former general secretary of 
the Lutheran World Federation, now a parish pastor in Washington; and Beyers 
-Naudé, former general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. 


Frank Chikane, the current SACC general secretary, and James Mutambirwa and 
Bob Scott, two programme secretaries from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, 
went along as ‘special resource persons’. [over] 


eminent /2 


The ECPG mandate was to urge ‘comprehensive and mandatory economic sanctions 
to force the South African government to the negotiations table with the 
authentic leaders of the black majority.' Ihe group said a South African 
"blood bath' is possible unless 'descisive action is taken'. 


The group judged that recent South African agreement to grant Namibia 
independence does not mean a ‘change of heart'. Rather, during the Namibia 
negotiations, the South African government, ‘intensified its repressive 
measures against the people, outlawing all non-violent means of change.' 


The church representatives said all governments it visited expressed 
‘abhorrence of the apartheid system. But we found differences in their 
understanding of the ways and means to end it.' The United Kingdom excepted, 
they reported 'willingness on the part of the governments ... to consider some 
form of economic pressure ... Contrary to our experiences in Great Britain, 
the governments of the Federal Republic of Germany, France, and the United 
States appreciated the urgency of the situation.' 


Banana said the group was ‘disappointed’ by its meeting with UK officials, who 
seem to have 'no real commitment' to end apartheid, but rather are ‘slaves of 
sterile policies which do not work or produce anything.' Chikane said UK 
officials seem to think 'market forces’ could produce changes in South Africa 
in a decade or two. 'The people who are victims of apartheid cannot wait for 
market forces' to do their work, he observed. 


The group said that notably in Federal Germany and Japan, 'we were encouraged 
to hear governments commit themselves not to take advantage of the withdrawal 
of business or investment from South Africa by other countries.' 


Greif recalled that when US flights to South Africa ended, those by the 
Federal German airline Lufthansa increased. She mentioned a practice in 
Belgium of importing South African coal and re-labelling it as Australian for 
subsequent export. She said Japan has misleadingly not counted as coming from 
South Africa gold mined there but shipped to Japan via London or Zurich. 


The group said it expected governments whose representatives it met to ‘apply 
decisive and effective economic measures to force the South African government 
to abandon apartheid.' They faulted ‘so-called positive measures which help 
blacks survive under apartheid, rather than applying decisive restrictive 
measures to abolish the system which oppresses them.' 


Chikane observed that helping detainees in South Africa is ‘absolutely 
essential', but that by itself does not change its system. He said better 
education or management positions for blacks in South Africa mean little if 
oppression continues. He added that some governments seem to say, ‘We are 
prepared to give you money, but we are not prepared to help you be free.' 


The group faulted ‘the tendency of some governments to avoid their moral 
responsiblity to act wunilaterally', on South Africa. Also, it judged that 
‘the general lack of aggressive investigative [Western] reporting is seriously 
affecting the understanding of the people's struggle in South Africa.' 


Among those the group met were French National Assembly President Laurent 
Fabius, UK Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe, Commonwealth Deputy Secretary 
General Emeka Anzacku, Federal German Chancellor Helmut Kohl Japanese 
Parliamentary Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Takamori Makino, US Secretary 


of State James Baker, several members of the US Congr 
ess, and 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. [EPS] : ba bai 3, 


KENYA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
REJECTS SUBVERSIVE EXILES Service 89.02.13 


NAIROBI (Charles Maingi) - The National Council of Churches of Kenya has 
dissociated itself with self-exiled Kenyans said to be involved in subversive 
activities against the Kenyan government. 


In a pastoral letter addressed to its ecumenical partners (dated 24 January), 
the council described itself as terribly perturbed and deeply concerned with 
attempts by exiles to implicate the church in their ‘unethical campaigns' 
against the government. 


The pastoral letter said the church supports the constitutionally-elected 
Kenyan government and cannot be involved in unconstitutional efforts to 
destabilize it. 


Cautioning overseas church partners against being misled, the NCCK said some 
Kenyan exiles abroad have approached these partners for financial support 
claiming Kenyan church support for the exiles. 


The NCCK members, however, said they are concerned about social justice, 
peace, and stability, and that they openly comment on social wrongs they see, 
desiring to find solutions, not to hurt. 


The letter added that the church in Kenya has for a long time stood for what 
is just and truthful, while refraining from furthering the cause of any regime. 


It added that differences between individual politicians and church leaders do 
not necessarily amount to church-state confrontation. 


The NCCK pastoral letter said the Kenyan church-state relationship is cordial 
and harmonious and that there is no persecution of the church here. 


The letter was signed by NCCK General Secretary Samuel Kobia, NCCK Church and 
Society Chairman George Nijuguna, Methodist Presiding Bishop Lawi Imathiu, 
Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria, Church of God Executive Secretary Byrum 
Makokha, Pentecostal Assemblies of God General Superintendent Shem Irangi, 
Salvation Army Territorial Commander Wycliffe Angoya, and Presbyterian 
Moderator George Wanjau. 


Kenyan media hailed the pastoral letter. In a commentary, government-owned 
Voice of Kenya television said the letter would help promote good church-state 
relations, which would in turn enhance national stability and progress. 


A Daily Nation newspaper editorial noted that the NCCK had ‘suffered 
unnecessary censure and opprobrium by being equated with an opposition 
movement within the country.' 


It welcomed the letter. Saying the church has a God-given role to act as the 
mouthpiece and conscience of its members, the editorial urged Kenyan 
politicians to learn to be tolerant. 


Meeting with church leaders who came to the State House to give him a copy of 
the pastoral letter, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi _ called (for 
church-government dialogue to promote better understanding and cooperation. 


Moi said church and state complement each other, each having a duty to serve 
the people. He said the spiritual role of the church is to help mould society 
in accord with the Bible. [EPS] 


ENGLAND: ANGLICAN SYNOD DEFEATS Ecumenical Press 
PLAN TO INCREASE BLACK MEMBERSHIP Service 89.02.14 


LONDON - The General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England (meeting here, 
30 January-2 February), defeated a plan to boost its black membership to a 
minimum of 24. 


Currently, eight of the 574 synod members are black. Last November the synod 
approved, 214-74, a proposal from the Committee for Black Anglican Concerns 
that enough immediate runners-up from among black candidates in synod 
elections be added to the synod to bring to 24 the total number of its black 
members [EPS 88.11.58]. 


But when the measure came before the synod this time, it ran into strong 
opposition, on the grounds that it was racist and patronizing, and that 
Parliament might refuse to endorse it. Supporters of the measure agreed that 
it needed major revision, among other things to give it a limited life. 


In the event, the measure was defeated in the House of Laity (96-80). The 
House of Bishops voted in favour (17-3), as did the House of Clergy (103-62). 


The synod was unanimous, however, in criticizing UK government proposals for 
large-scale deregulation of the broadcasting system. It was also unanimous in 
calling on the government to review the new social security system introduced 
last April, on grounds it has much worsened the lot of the poor. 


The government also came in for criticism over the deportation of Viraj 
Mendes, recently forcibly removed by police from a Manchester church where he 
had taken refuge more than two years ago [EPS 89.02.08]. Bishop John Yates 
(Gloucester) said that before the plane taking Mendes back to Sri Lanka took 
off, the UK government knew that the Federal German government was prepared to 
admit Mendes to that country. 


At a synod fringe meeting, synod members were lectured by Education Secretary 
Kenneth Baker. He deplored their ‘'collectivist' solutions to social 
problems. He expressed hope that ‘political or social assertions made by 
churchmen would be clearly derived from Christian doctrine and not just from a 
fashionable analysis or contemporary views.' 


In a preliminary debate on an international Roman Catholic-Anglican statement 
on justification, ‘Salvation and the Church', the Anglican co-chair of the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC II), Bishop Mark 
Santer (Birmingham), said the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the 


Faith seems not to understand the nature of ‘ecumenical method and of 
ecumenical doctrinal statements’. 


In its '‘Observations' published last November, the congregation gave a 
‘substantially positive' judgement, but complained that the ARCIC text 
includes symbolic language difficult to interpret in only one way. 


‘Any statement of the faith of the community must at once respect the limits 
of what can be said and also leave room for proper width of interpretation’, 
Santer said. He cited the fourth-century Nicene Creed and the fifth-century 


Chalcedonian definition of the two natures in Christ as examples of 
formulations which are not ‘univocal'. , 


The synod learned that correspondence between Rome and Canterbury, including 
reference to the ordination of women as priests and bishops in some parts of 


Anglicanism, would likely be released after a meeting in April of Anglican 
primates (chief bishops). [EPS] 


HUNGARIAN MINISTER FOR RELIGION: Ecumenical Press 
MORE DIALOGUE, BETTER RELATIONS Service 89.02.15 


GENEVA - Speaking during his third visit in a decade to international church 
organizations based here, Imre Miklés, the Hungarian government secretary for 
religious affairs, spoke of ever-improving church-state relations in his 
country, and of the need to continue dialogue between Christians and Marxists. 


Mikl6s visited (30 January-2 February) the headquarters of the World Council 
of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
and Conference of European Churches at the Ecumenical Centre here. When he 


came nine years ago, he was the first religion official from a Marxist-led 
country to make such a visit. | 


Noting that Hungary is in the process of getting a new constitution and new 
legislation on religion, Miklos said the constitutional provisions touching on 
religion, and the legislation, are being prepared in ‘close collaboration' 
with church representatives. 


Lutheran Bishop Gyula Nagy, Reformed Bishop Karoly Téth, and President Janos 
Viczian of the Free Churches Council accompanied Miklés on his visit, as did 
his deputy, Barna Sarkadi-Nagy. 


In an interview, Miklé6s noted that the situation of 'minorities' was part of 
the agenda during his talks here. Asked to elaborate, he cited as one example 
ethnic Hungarian and other refugees who have left Romania for Hungary in 
recent years. ‘We consider it our duty to extend them a helping hand', Miklos 
said, adding that the church has been of great help in such efforts. 


Referring to recent high-level Hungarian-Romanian talks, Miklés said they had 
unfortuantely failed to resolve disagreements in connection with the 
refugees. Hungarian government and church leaders have blamed Romanian 
government policies for prompting the exodus. Miklés said Hungary asks on 
behalf of ethnic Hungarians elsewhere no more in terms of human rights than it 
guarantees people in Hungary. 


Reflecting on the course of church-state relations since communist rule began 
in Hungary in the 1940s, Miklos said that in 1958, the Hungarian government 
broke with its past ‘'dogmatism', though implications of that break were not 
implemented immediately. 


He also observed that in the earlier part of communist rule in Hungary, some 
Christians ‘had not practised their faith in an appropriate way either.' 


In connection with on-going Christian-Marxist dialogue, Mikl6s said each side 
is challenged by modern society to consider past practices and interpretations 
which have distorted both Marxism and Christianity. He noted a recent tv 
discussion/debate in Hungary involving Christian theologians and Marxist 
theorists as one example of how such dialogue is conducted in his country. 


He said the church has an important role to play in improving the 'moral 
standards' of Hungarian society, noting as an example its work with alcoholics 
and other drug addicts. 


In reflecting on the current church-state climate in Hungary, Nagy noted that 
church leaders are members of the Hungarian parliament, and that possibilities 
for church work with youth have greatly increased. Toth said that the church 
has a role to play as the government deals with issues related to the economy, 
ideology, and human rights, and said the three issues need to be considered 
together. [EPS] 


NICARAGUA: ORTEGA MEETS Ecumenical Press 
WITH 40 METHODIST BISHOPS Service 89.02.16 


This is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. 


MANAGUA —- Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega met here last month with 
Methodist bishops from 17 countries throughout the hemisphere. He asked for 
their help in bringing peace to this war-weary country. 


The bishops were in Nicaragua for a week-long ‘episcopal encounter for peace', 
initiated by Latin American and Caribbean Methodist bishops. They met with 
colleagues from the US-based United Methodist Church. There are no Methodist 
parishes in Nicaragua, but Bishop Raul Ruiz Avila (Mexico), said it 
"symbolizes the conflict between North and South, between the peoples of the 
Third World who suffer and the US policy of aggression.' 


At the end of the meeting, 32 bishops signed a 1500-word pastoral letter, '‘'A 
Declaration of Peace and Solidarity.’ Among other things, they promised to 
‘engage and challenge unjust governmental actions wherever they occurs’. Tey 
called for ‘swift renegotiation’ of the foreign debt of Latin American 
nations, including consideration of ‘total debt forgiveness,' and pledged 
themselves to be ‘channels of accurate information' and to ‘denounce the 
distortion and suppression of truth.' 


The church leaders spent two days travelling around Nicaragua in small 
groups. Some went to its Caribbean coast to view reconstruction in the wake 
of Hurricane Joan last October. Some met human-rights activists and toured a 
prison where they talked and prayed with inmates who were members of the 
pre-revolution National Guard. Others met government officials, two Roman 
Catholic bishops, opposition political leaders, opposition journalists, and 
Latin American diplomats. 


When Ortega joined the group (25 January), Bishop Jack Tuell (Los Angeles 
Episcopal Area, USA) told him: ‘We seek to be sensitive to what they say and 
to God's word for us at this point in history.' He asked Ortega to pray for 
the meeting. Bishop Isac Rodriguez Aco (Brazil) said Christians throughout 
Latin America ‘have followed closely the struggle of your people, accompanying 
you in solidarity, wanting to see the success of your struggle.’ Bishop 
Miguel Hernandez (Mexico), called Nicaragua is ‘a symbol of hope within the 
shadow of death that is Latin America.' 


Ortega told the bishops that ‘all of Central America is demanding peace’, and 
that ‘true peace' requires ‘justice, liberty, self-determination, and 
independence'. He appealed to the church leaders to do what they can to bring 
about an end to fighting in the region. 


Citing developments in Angola and Afghanistan, and improved relations between 
the US government and the Soviet Union, Ortega said there is ‘a clear tendency 
in the world towards peace'. But, he said, peace in Central America has been 
prevented by the ‘anti-Christian and immoral policy of terrorism against 
Nicaragua’ under former US President Ronald Reagan. He expressed hope that 


relations between Nicaragua and the United States could normalize in the early 
months of the new Bush administration. 


Near the end of his hour-long talk, Ortega told the bishops he has opposed the 
repeated postponement of a summit meeting of the five Central American 
presidents. He said he hopes the presidents can ‘assume a_ sovereign 
independent and respectful position’ towards the United States. He said fs 


will reveal during the meeting a plan ‘to make human righ 
ts. th 
democracy in Central America.' [EPS] & e axis of 


CHURCH LEADER AND DIPLOMAT Ecumenical Press 
ASSESSES UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY Service 89.02.17 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - The most recent session of the United Nations General 
Assembly was marked by a ‘'whole trend' of extraordinary peace initiatives, 
according to Nita Barrow, the UN ambassador from the Caribbean island nation 


of Barbados, who is also one of the seven presidents of the World Council of 
Churches. 


But the outcome of the deliberations will depend on the response of the 
international community to those initiatives in the months ahead, she said in 
an interview in her office here. 


In addition, for Dame Nita a personally significant aspect of the last session 
was her campaign for the assembly presidency. 


The post rotates among five regional groupings; 1988 was the year for Latin 
America/Caribbean. Barrow said there was a tacit understanding after Panama 
defeated the Bahamas in the 1983 contest that in 1988, for the first time, a 
representative of an English-speaking country in the region would get the post. 


She also suggested that it was past time for the UN to choose a woman, since 
this ‘male-dominated club" has only twice elected a woman as_ assembly 
president. (The last was the 1969 president, Angie Brooks of Liberia). 


But with promises of aid and trade that Barbados could not and did not wish to 
match, she said, Argentina got its foreign minister, Dante Caputo, elected by 
a 91-66 vote. 


Commenting on highlights of the 1988 session, Dame Nita described the speech 
by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev as ‘a very good statement' - '‘'a very 
different approach' from that of his predecessors. 


She also commended PLO Chairman Yasir Arafat. (After the United States 
refused to admit him, the assembly relocated to Geneva for a few days in order 
to hear him.) She called his speech 'a gesture that should be accepted', 
voicing her hope it will be ‘recognized as a contribution to peace'. 


Barrow declined to predict whether those or other overtures of the session 
would in fact move the world closer to peace. '‘'I am not a soothsayer', she 
remarked. 


But she cited UN action on conflict areas such as Afghanistan and Namibia, and 
said the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the UN testified to a broad 
recognition of its importance. A strongly supportive speech by outgoing US 
President Ronald Reagan was further evidence of its standing even among its 
sometime critics, she said. 


Dame Nita said the session did not take up issues of religious freedom, but 
she did note UN work on issues such as southern Africa, demilitarization, and 
help for vulnerable groups (children, the homeless, etc.) that are also of 
concern to the WCC and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 


And, she said, the NGOs continued to monitor UN developments in those areas 
and to encourage further progress. 


The nature of UN operations, Barrow said, does not allow pinpointing specific 
results of NGO efforts. But she said NGOs play a significant role at the UN. 
Among them, she judged, 'the WCC is well known and well respected.' [EPS] 


Canada: Anglicans and Lutherans to vote on closer ties EPS 89.02.18 
TORONTO — The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada and the National 
Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada are to vote later this 
year on proposals to bring the two denominations closer together. Patterned 
after an Anglican-Lutheran relationship which has existed since 1982 in the 
United States [EPS 82.09.04], the Canadian plan also provides for ordained 
ministers of either denomination to serve people of both in sparsely—populated 
regions, and for the attendance by representatives of one at ordination 
liturgies of the other. [EPS] 


Japan: RC bishops recognize validity of baptism by Lutherans EPS 89.02.19 
TOKYO - The Roman Catholic bishops of Japan have formally recognized the 
validity of baptism administered under Lutheran auspices. Henceforth, 
Lutherans who become Roman Catholics in Japan are not to be baptized again. 
The bishops had previously made a similar determination with regard to baptism 
administered under Anglican auspices. [EPS] 


163 theologians protest papal leadership style EPS 89.02.20 
COLOGNE (FRG) - In their Cologne Declaration, 163 Roman Catholic theologians 
from Federal Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and the Netherlands have issued 
sharp criticism of the leadership style of Pope John Paul II. Signers include 
Hans Kiing and Edward Schillebeeckx, whose theological opinions have been 
criticized by Vatican officals. The declaration deals with the appointment of 
bishops, the withdrawal of the rights of some theologians to teach in the name 
of the church, and church teaching on artificial methods of birth control. 
The signers say the pope should be promoting unity in other conflict 
situations, 'as he has done in the case of [Archbishop] Marcel Lefebvre and 
his followers [EPS 88.06.114], despite their fundamental and excessive 
questioning of his teaching office.' They add that when the _ pope 
‘aggravate[s] conflicts of a secondary nature without any attempt at dialogue’ 
and decides them 'in a one-sided way', then 'he cannot demand obedience in the 
name of Catholicism. He must expect oppositon.' In a quick reaction to the 
statement, Bishop Karl Lehmann of Aachen, who chairs the Federal German 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops, said criticism is 'not helpful' when it 
occurs in a ‘one-sided, emotional fashion that ignores facts and points the 
finger of guilt.' [EPS] 


Scottish church leaders join tax protest EPS 89.02.21 
LONDON - Led by a piper, a group of Scottish political and church leaders 
walked up to the London residence of UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher to 
hand in a petition protesting a new 'poll tax' scheduled to be collected for 
the first time in Scotland later this year. [EPS] 


Switzerland: government protest over appointment of bishop EPS 89.02.22 
SOLOTHURN - A government official here says a Vatican plan to appoint a bishop 
who would eventually automatically succeed the current bishop of the Roman 
Catholic diocese of Basle is a ‘grave violation' of an 1828 church-state 
pact. The justice minister of the Canton of Solothurn says that under the 
terms of the concordat, the Vatican is free to name auxiliary bishops (without 
right of succession); however, the cathedral canons (in whose appointment the 
local governments in the area covered by the diocese have a say) appoint the 
bishop who heads the diocese. Other such disputes have arisen in recent 
months in Switzerland, Austria, and Federal Germany. In general, the Vatican 
appoints Roman Catholic bishops, but in the case of some dioceses the 
procedure includes a role for other church and/or state bodies. [EPS] 1 


USA: RC bishops urge improved relations with Vietnam EPS 89.02.23 
WASHINGTON - Following a visit to Southeast Asia, a group of US Roman Catholic 
bishops has called on the US government to resume diplomatic relations with 


Vietnam, which have not existed since the cou 
ntry was unifi 
end of the Vietnam War in 1975. [EPS] 7 ed follow ae hs 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Presentation on Palestine’ EPS 89.02.24 


This is excerpted from the oral intervention before the UN Commission on 
Human Rights (45th Session, 30 January-10 March) on behalf of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches. 


At the time, the commission was considering Item 4 of its agenda: ‘Question 
of the violation of human rights in the Occupied Arab Territories, including 
Palestine’. The WCC presentation was made by Ghassan Rubeiz, secretary for 


the Middle East in the WCC Commission on Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World 
Service. 


.--- The World Council of Churches is a friend of the peoples of Palestine and 
Israel. Among the more than 300 member churches of the WCC ... there is 
commitment to respect the rights of both of these two peoples and to accord 
them the same degree of sympathy and solidarity. 


It is the conviction of the churches of the world which have been deliberating 
and agonizing over the conflict between these two peoples for over 40 years 
that peace should be built on the realization of their legitimate aspirations. 


On this basis, our general secretary, the Rev. Emilio Castro, on 12 December 
1988 welcomed 'the Declaration of Independence issued by the Palestinian 
National Council on 15 November 1988, and the Political Statement as important 
steps providing fresh opportunities for resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and for justice for all the region [EPS 89.01.33].' 


We find it necessary to reiterate our position, which is also that of the UN, 
that the Israeli occupation of the West Bank of Gaza and of East Jerusalem is 
unlawful and must terminate to allow for the establishment of a Palestinian 
State neighbouring to the State of Israel; Israel should be assured of peace 
and security by all its neighbours and by the world community. 


The repression of the Palestinians by the Israeli authorities of the Occupied 
Territories in dealing with the intifada (uprising) since December 1987 and 
the increase in punitive measures in trying to end the resistance during 
recent weeks is morally unacceptable and in contravention of the Geneva 1949 
Conventions. 


The legitimation of shooting of unarmed demonstrators; the demolition of 
homes of children who throw stones; the closing of kindergartens, schools, 
and universities; the expulsion of dissidents; the jailing of thousands of 
people for being directly or indirectly related to the uprising - all these 
types of harsh measures and similar methods of subduing an angry occupied 
society, are bound to fail and to expose Israel to increased pressure and even 
to isolation from the international community. 


The World Council of Churches recognizes a new promising historical moment for 
peace-making between Palestinians and Israelis. The December statement of 
Chairman Arafat to accept Israel as a neighbouring state and the expressed 
willingness of the majority of Israeli Jews to have their government negotiate 
with the PLO is a new sign of the changing times. 


The call in recent weeks by eminent Jewish statesmen and other influential 
people for the establishment of a Palestinian State in exchange for a lasting 
peace is encouraging. The start of dialogue of the US government with the 
PLO last month fits into this trend of softening previously hard attitudes. 
New popular Jewish and Palestinian groups who seek accommodation and 
conviviality are emerging everywhere. 

[over] 


palestine/2 


Solutions based on greed, on simplistic understanding of history and on 
exclusive theology, have proven to receive decreasing support from the 
international community. This year ought to be the year of a major 
breakthrough in peace-making. The Palestinians have made significant 
initiatives which deserve positive reciprocation from the side of Israel. 


We draw the attention of the Israeli Occupation Authorities to the fact that 
the international community, including Israel's friends, cannot be _ so 
misguided in its call for exchange of land for peace. This call for peace is 
one of compassion and concern for all the people of the region, and indeed, 
for the rest of the world. 


The preparation for a Palestinian state should involve creative thinking and 
support for the viability of such an entity rather than dramatizing the 
imaginary danger posed by such a state. 


[Israeli politician] Abba Eban rightfully reminded us that it would be 
'preposterous' to assume that a future Palestinian state would be a threat to 
Israel, a country with a defence system which is ‘one of the wonders of the 
world' (2 January 1989, International Herald Tribune). 


Israel's long-term security is neither in land, nor in technology, nor in 
arms. It is in its participatory systems of government, in its possible good 
relations with its neighbours. 


The occupation of the Palestinian territories is the most corrosive element in 
the building-up of democracy within Israel itself. It follows that the 
repressive measures in dealing with the Intifada shifts Israel's democracy to 
a dual system of rights and privileges for two separately ruled communities. 


It is obvious also that the occupation and the repression which maintains it 
make relations of Israel with its neighbours increasingly difficult. 


We hear so much about the human and economic cost of the intifada. We would 
like to hope that this uprising is an alternative to a new Arab-Israeli war 
and not a prelude to it. 


Consequently any escalation of militarism on any side ought to be discouraged 
and viewed as a violation of the will of the entire world community. 


Peace-making requires a minimum of trust and risk. But Israel is strong 
enough and it has strong allies. War-making is also risk-taking and the 
Middle East has had more than its full share of it. If the leaders' hearts 
and minds continue to shift in the direction of hope and trust in humanity, 
the new adventures would be in peace-making. 


The WCC has been calling for the convening of the International Peace 


Conference of the UN, with full representation of the PLO. It is now as 
urgent as ever. 


In ending, I quote Philip Klutznick, honorary president of B'nai B'rith 
International and president emeritus of the World Jewish Congress: ‘This is a 
time when the people themselves seem wiser than some of their leaders. A 
majority of Israelis, just like a majority of American Jews, realize that the 
address for discussions is the PLO. And with the recent Palestine National 
Council meeting in Algiers, a majority of the Palestinians have expressed 
their appreciation that a negotiated settlement with Israel is just as 
imperative for themselves. Now is the time to make peace ... to talk.' [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Christian Unity in Ireland' EPS 89.02.25 


This unsigned ‘point of view' appeared in the 27 January issue of the 
[Anglican] Church of Ireland Gazette. 


The ecumenical movement is the result of a desire amongst Christians to 


recover that unity of all believers which transcends differences of creed, 
ritual and polity. 


It has manifested itself in two complementary ways. These are closer 
cooperation in common tasks in serving the Kingdom of God and promoting mercy, 
justice, and peace, and in furthering the ultimate reunion of the church. 


It is widely recognized that the ecumenical aspiration has never been more 


alive than in this century. It is also admitted that there were two goads 
promoting this movement. 


These were, and are, growing indifference to, and rejection of, institutional 
religion, and even a religious understanding of life, in the countries of 
western Europe and other first world states; and experience in the ‘mission 
field' where denominational differences which appeared to have’ some 
Significance in the home churches were increasingly found to be irrelevant 
concerns on the circumference of the Christian life. ... 
The churches in Ireland have been slow to respond to the message from the 
church overseas and to the growth of indifference to and the rejection of 
organized religion at home. 


The history of inter-church relations in Ireland is disturbing and tragic. 
They have allowed themselves to be imprisoned in political, cultural, social, 
and religious divisions and suspicions. They have thereby put second the 
Kingdom of God and socialized division. 


At the personal and congregational level, people of middle age still remember 
the scene outside churches. A Roman Catholic who had died would be taken to 
his local church for the funeral service. His Protestant friends and 
neighbours would accompany the funeral to the church doors and wait outside. 


When a Protestant died and his body was taken to the church for the burial 
service, his Roman Catholic friends and neighbours would come to the church 
door and wait outside. This division at the church doors had to be set in 
the context of a society in which there were many warm personal friendships. 


Many people who are still alive remember how the churches taught the young 
from catechisms and other manuals which provoke a sense of shame and 
embarrassment today. In the Church of Ireland, the Clogher Diocesan Board of 
Religious Education used a catechism entitled ‘How We Differ from Rome'. It 
included the following questions and answers: 


28) What happened to the Church of Ireland at the Reformation? The 
unscriptural teaching of the Church of Rome was rejected and that of 
Christ and His Apostles was restored. 


35) What striking evidence do we possess of the continuity of our church 
of today with that of St Patrick? The ancient church buildings are still 
in the possession of the Church of Ireland. 


The preface to that catechism claims that it ‘is not meant to be in any sense 
controversial’. In fact, it is unbelievably insensitive, proud, and 
complacent. [over] 


ireland/2 


At the same time, ‘Apologetics and Catholic Doctrine: A Course of Religious 
Instruction for Schools and Colleges' had a 1939 nihil obstat and imprimature 
of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Dublin. 


It taught that ‘Protestantism, as a doctrinal system, is perhaps the weakest 
heresy ever proposed.' It also claimed that 'the true church is not the 
Protestant nor the Schismatic Greek Church, nor is it a combination of these 
churches with the Catholic church’. 


It continued that ‘it cannot be said that Luther and his associates were | 
actuated by piety or by zeal for religion. Most of them, in fact, were men 
of loose morals, remarkable even in that corrupt age for profligacy, and not 
one of them could make any claim whatsoever to sanctity.' 


Such teaching and sentiments were the equal of what emanated from Protestant 
sources. 


Too often in certain areas there were bitter feelings between members of the 
Church of Ireland and the Presbyterian Church. Indeed, within living memory 
a joint letter had to be sent to Presbyterian and Church of Ireland 
representatives in school management to avoid or stop practising mutual 
"genocide' when it came to the appointment of members of school committees. 


Members of the churches, both clerical and lay, should be thankful for the 
improvements that have taken place. 


Official, personal and friendly contacts have been established. Members of 
the churches now engage together in religious, social and community activities 
which would have been seen not so long ago as impossible or a betrayal of 
principles, loyalties and identities. 


But much more remains to be done by the churches to improve their common 
witness as well as their relationships. If the churches are to play their 
true and proper role as a reconciling influence in Irish society then they 
must be seen to be more truly reconciled themselves. 


One of the main items on that agenda of reconciliation must be for the 
churches together to engage ‘in a drastic and meaningful reappraisal of their 
past, present and future roles in Irish society. North and South, their 
relationships with each other, and the bearing these have on the perpetuation 
of divisions’. 


Those words are taken from an official Church of Ireland statement in February 
1977. 


It continued that ‘the churches must engage in an open, honest and courageous 
examination of issues such as church/state relations, law and morality, mixed 


marriages, experiments in integrated education, freedom of conscience and 
basic human rights.' 


An impartial and objective observer of events in this island would have to 
conclude that so far the churches have failed to engage in that meaningful 
reappraisal in a way and with an urgency that the Kingdom of God and the 
tragic events in this island demand. 


And anything less than such a reappraisal is less than enough. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/07) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Phone/fax changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, many phone/fax numbers in 
the Geneva area are changing, with a 7 being added to the current numbers. 
The EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 1346. 
The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are unchanged 


(41 and 22 respectively). 


A situation report on the the aftermath of floods in Asia (#2, 1 February, 
including Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Thailand, and 
Vietnam) is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The first issue of the semi-annual Pacific Journal of Theology (Journal of 
the South Pacific Association of Theological Schools) is available from Box 
2401, Government Buildings, Suva, Fiji. 


A statement from the Vicariate of Solidarity of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Santiago (Chile) in connection with charges against it by the 
military prosecutor is available (in Spanish and English) from WCC/HRROLA, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information on Camcon 4, a ‘church computer conference for novices and 
advanced users’ in Seattle 18-20 May is available from JSAC, Room 450, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York NY 10115. 


Theme of the latest issue of Contact (#107), bi-monthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2), is Essential Drugs —- A 
Convincing Concept. It includes a copy of the CMC Guidelines on Drug 
Donations, and the WHO Model List of Essential Drugs. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), are now available. 


For the European Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21), contact 
CEC/CCEE. 


For the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, 
USA; 22-31), contact WCC/Communication. 


The address in both cases, and for WARC, is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 14 February. 


EPS copy deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS sends headlines by telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for 
full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch 
guilders, 85 FRG 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. : : marks, 275 Swedish 


BARBARA HARRIS CONSECRATED AS Ecumenical Press 
FIRST FEMALE ANGLICAN BISHOP Service 89.02.26 


BOSTON - During a three-hour liturgy [11 February] attended by an estimated 
8500 people, including nearly five dozen bishops, Barbara Harris, a 
58-year-old priest, became the first female Anglican bishop in the world. 


Harris was elected last September as a suffragan (assisting) bishop by a 
convention of the Diocese of [Eastern] Massachusetts [EPS 88.10.01] of the 
US-based Episcopal Church, one of 27 autonomous Anglican provinces whose roots 
are in the 16th-century reformation of the Church of England. 


During worship, Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning made what is a 
normal invitation in Anglican ordination liturgies: ‘If any of you know any 
reason why we should not proceed, let it now be made known.' 


Thereupon, a representative of the unofficial Prayer Book Society went to a 
microphone to denounce the consecration as a ‘sacrilegious imposture'. The 
congregation jeered and booed; Browning pleaded for silence. 


Also objecting was an Episcopal priest from New York. He called the 
consecration of a woman as a bishop ‘contrary to the unbroken tradition of 
2000 years of apostolic order'. 


Again calming the congregation, Browning said such objections were ‘broadly 
ventilated' since Harris was elected, during which time she received affirming 
votes by majorities of the Episcopal diocesan bishops and standing committees. 


Browning then continued the rite: ‘Is it your will that we ordain Barbara a 
bishop?' ‘That is our will', was the loud response of the congregation. 


In 1974, Harris carried a processional cross in an unauthorized liturgy in 
which 11 women were ordained Episcopal priests. (In 1970, the Episcopal 
General Convention authorized the ordination of women as deacons; in 1976, it 
approved their ordination as priests and bishops.) 


Before becoming a priest in 1980, she was a public-relations executive for an 
oil company. Black and divorced, Harris has long been active in civil-rights 
and feminist causes. 


The ordination of women as deacons has taken place in much of Anglicanism. 
Besides in the United States, women have been ordained Anglican priests in 
Brazil, Cuba, Hong Kong, Uganda, Kenya, Canada, and New Zealand. In the 
latter two provinces, they are likely to be elected bishops within the next 
few years. 


Among other things, opponents of the ordination of women as priests or bishops 
cite negative effects that could have on relationships with Roman Catholicism. 


English Roman Catholic Bishop Cormac Murphy-O'Connor (Arundel and Brighton), 
who co-chairs the Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission, called the 
Harris consecration a ‘great sadness' because ‘it will make the task of full 
communion between the Anglican and the Roman Catholic Church much more 
difficult.' He said her consecration ‘clearly does put in jeopardy what has 
been achieved so far regarding the reconciliation of ministries.' 


The Harris consecration is expected to usher in a period of ‘impaired 
communion' in Anglicanism, as some bishops and dioceses have announced they 
cannot or will not recognize her as a bishop of the church. [EPS] 


EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN MEET Ecumenical Press 
ABOUT JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION Service 89.02.27 


BOLDERN (Zurich, Switzerland) - Women from two dozen European countries spent 
a week here (7-12 February) to consider ‘striving for justice, making peace, 
living gently with creation’. 


Meeting as the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women, participants 
brought samples of soil and river water from their countries, which were used 
during the planting of a ‘tree of Europe' to mark the meeting. 


Participants often linked ecological and other problems in their lands with 
their symbolic samples of soil and liquid. 


Welcoming the group on behalf of the World Council of Churches, whose Sub-Unit 
on Women helped organize the meeting, Swiss Reformed theologian Marga Biirhig, 
one of the seven WCC presidents, said ‘Europe and the world need the voice of 
women’ in connection with ecumenical reflections on justice, peace, and the 
integrity of creation (JPIC). 


(A European ecumenical JPIC assembly is scheduled for May in Basel; a global 
ecumenical JPIC convocation is set for March 1990 in Seoul.) 


Antje Vollmer, a pastor and a Green Party member of the Federal German 
parliament, observed that utopian reflections generally come from men. She 
said this is the case at least in part because in order to construct a utopia, 
one must think that the future belongs to one - something still not generally 
evident to women. 


In the lively debate which followed her presentation, issues surfaced such as 
minority rights in democracies, images of enemies, relationships between 
utopian thought and action, European responsibilities towards the Third World, 
ecology, feminism, and possible tensions between mercy and justice. 


Some of the time, the forum worked in smaller groups with four main themes - 
justice for women in Europe, going beyond enemy images in the search for 
reconciliation, non-violence, and life in harmony with creation. 


Part of the group put together a 'European peace dress' from pieces of cloth 
brought by participants. There were also meetings with participants grouped 
according to seven European regions. 


Two texts given attention by the group were the first draft of the working 
document for the May assembly, which some criticized for its male authorship, 
and a set of eight ‘feminist theological theses' on JPIC. 


The latter document observes that ‘in the course of growing feminist 
consciousness, women have come to realize that analyses of today's reality 
which disregard the fundamental relationship of domination existing between 


the sexes, are erroneous and therefore futile as a foundation on which to base 
our strivings towards liberation. 


‘Women, on account of their state of oppression are involved in the moulding 
of history in a different way from that of men.' 


The theses also suggest that ‘clearly acknowledging the structural sins of 
sexism must have its influence on the language used in church and in theology 
when we refer to “our guilt" and "our liberation". ... Men must acknowledge a 


different confession of guilt from women; women have need of a different 
liberation from that of men.' [EPS] 


Italy: tax concessions for foreign religious groups withdrawn EPS 89.02.28 
ROME - The Italian church news agency NEV reports (31 January) that foreign 
religious organizations working in Italy have had their tax exemptions 
revoked. Among groups affected are the British and Foreign Bible Society, the 
[US] Southern Baptist Convention, and the Methodist Missionary Society. 
Commented church tax lawyer Antonio Ramirez: To revoke such tax status for 
‘organizations that for almost a century have set an example in the field of 
education and services to the needy is a remarkable act of bravado.' Some of 
the affected groups and the Commission of Evangelical Churches for Relations 
with the State have protested the decision to the Italian Home Office and 
Ministry of Finance. [EPS] 


Italy: Baptist congregations reject ‘exotic’ eucharists EPS 89.02.29 
ALBANO - Baptist congregations here and in Ariccia declined an invitation from 
Roman Catholics in this surburban area of Rome to take part last month in 
activities in connection with the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
The Baptists said the official programme paid too much attention to ‘exotic’ 
eucharists according to Ukrainian, Maronite, and Mozarabic rites, and not 
enough to issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). 
With two local Roman Catholic groups active in JPIC concerns, area Protestants 
organized a vigil in a Baptist church here. Bread and wine were on the 
communion table, but no eucharist was celebrated. [EPS] 


Tanzania: church proposes MM-1 against Aids EPS 89.02.30 
DAR ES SALAAM — A new campaign against Aids of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Tanzania has as its theme MM-1, an acronymn for the Swahili phrase Mme, 
Mke, 1 (that is, one husband, one wife). Speaking at the ELCT annual 
conference, Elinaza Sendoro, bishop of the ELCT Eastern and Coastal Diocese, 
said that pending a medical breakthrough, MM-1 is the only reliable ‘'vaccine' 
to prevent the spread of Aids. He also said that the ELCT does not advocate 
the use of condoms to prevent the disease, as that would be the same as 
advocating prostitution. He said proposals to permit abortions in cases where 
mothers are confirmed as Aids carriers amount to ‘justifying murder'. [EPS] 


Denmark: Soviet ambassador inaugurates Bible printing EPS 89.02.31 
COPENHAGEN —- The Soviet ambassador to Denmark and the Danish government 
minister of church affairs inaugurated the printing of 25 000 copies here of 
the Bible being sent as a gift from the church in the Nordic countries to the 
Russian Orthodox Church. Another 75 000 copies were printed in Finland and 
Sweden. [EPS] 


Australia: Lutheran mission plans for urban ethnic Chinese EPS 89.02.32 
ADELAIDE - Plans have been proposed to involve the Lutheran Church in 
Australia, Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod, and Lutheran Church in Malaysia 
and Singapore in work among ethnic Chinese in large Australian cities such as 
Sydney (where there are an estimated 200 000) and Melbourne. [EPS] 


Central America: supporters of conscientious objection meet EPS 89.02.33 
TEGUCIGALPA (Honduras) - The Mennonite Central Committee convened a meeting 
here for representatives of groups which support legalization of conscientious 
objection to military service in Central American countries. The MCC reported 
that prospects for legalization are ‘most hopeful' in Honduras. [EPS] 


Zambia: white Reformed stop salary of theology lecturer EPS 89.02.34 
LUSAKA -— IPS news agency reports (3 February) that the salary of Stiaan van 
der Merwe, a lecturer at Justo Mwale Theological College here, has been 
stopped by the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) of South Africa until a 
"breach of trust' between him and it is healed. Van der Merwe, who is white, 
helped draft and present a statement critical of NGK racial policies at a 
meeting last year of the Reformed Ecumenical Council [EPS 88.07.67]. 


Italy: protest planned on religious education in state schools EPS 89.02.35 
ROME — Members of the Commission of Evangelical Churches for Relations with 
the State - which groups most denominations which make up the small non-Roman 
Catholic minority in Italy - planned a national meeting here this month to 
protest compulsory Roman Catholic religious education in state schools. 
Giorgio Bouchard, president of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in 
Italy, says ‘Protestants are fighting for the non-confessional nature of the 
state’ by opposing such religious—education programmes. [EPS] 


Bible books now in more than 1900 languages EPS 89.02.36 
READING (England/UK) - United Bible Societies reports that at least one book 
of the Bible has now been translated into 1907 languages. That includes 310 
tongues into which the entire Bible has been translated, and 695 more into 
which the New Testament alone has been translated. Estimates of the number of 
languages in the world range from 3000 to 6000. Seven languages are reported 
to have a whole-Bible translation for the first time last year - Batak:Karo 
(spoken in Indonesia), chiTonga (Malawi), ekeGusii (Kenya), otjiHerero 
(Namibia), Quechua:CUzco (Peru), rukwangali (Namibia), and Tigre (Ethiopia). 
[EPS] 


Denmark: reduction in church broadcasts protested EPS 89.02.37 
COPENHAGEN - The Lutheran bishops of Denmark and the government minister of 
church affairs have protested a decision by the Danish broadcasting service 
(Danmarks Radio) to reduce from 22 to 14 the annual number of tv broadcasts of 
worship. Another DR decision, to replace a five-minute series of daily 
Christian reflections by a series with both Christian and secular messages has 
prompted protest as well. The DR board also added a 10-minute programme of 
hymns and Bible readings on Saturday nights. The cuts are part of an effort 
to reduce the DR budget by 55 million kroner. [EPS] 


Nepal: two North Americans face proselytism charges EPS 89.02.38 
PHIDIM -— Two North Americans (David McBride of Columbia, Pennsylvania, and 
Mervyn Budd of London, Ontario) face up to six years in prison for allegedly 
trying to convert Nepalese to Christianity. Their lawyer, Hari Niraula, said 
the two were arrested last November and charged with preaching Christianity 
and possessing Bibles and cassette tapes of Christian texts. Nepalese law 
guarantees freedom of worship but prohibits conversion. About 90 percent of 
the 17.5 million people in Nepal are Hindus. [EPS] 


WCC general secretary meets French president EPS 89.02.39 
PARIS -— Here for part of the meeting of the Joint Working Group between the 
Vatican and the World Council of Churches, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
paid a courtesy call (7 February) on French President Francois Mitterrand. 
Among issues they discussed were the international debt situation, South 
Africa, and the French Pacific territory of New Caledonia. With Castro was 
President Jacques Stewart of the Protestant Federation of France. [EPS] 


Finland: ecumenical protest of Soviet nuclear reactor EPS 89.02.40 

ILOMANTSI — Pastors of the Lutheran and Eastern Orthodox parishes in this town 
near the Soviet border launched a joint appeal during the annual Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity against a proposal to build a nuclear reactor in 


the Soviet town of Karhumaki, about 150 kilometres away. Signatures for the 
appeal are being collected. [EPS] 


England: opponents of ordination of women set up trust fund EPS 89.02.41 

YORK - About 250 clergy of the [Anglican] Church of England, meeting here (6 
February) voted to set up a trust fund to, among other things, receive 
diocesan payments parishes might choose to withhold if they think a diocesan 
bishop is too supportive of the ordination of women. This ‘Cost of 


Conscience' movement estimates that 2500 to 3000 of 
the 12 00 E 
Anglican clergy support it. [EPS] o nglish 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Human-Rights Intervention -— Debt Crisis’ EPS 89.02.42 


This oral intervention at the 45th Session of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights (Geneva, 30 January-10 March) was presented on behalf of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches. 


At the time, the commission was considering its eighth agenda item: ‘the 
realization in all countries of the economic, social, and cultural rights 
contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, and study of special 


problems which the developing countries face in their efforts to achieve these 
human rights.’ 


.-. Our reflections on the debt crisis centre around two major issues: (1) 
the role of international finance in propping up unpopular, undemocratic, and 
human rights-abusing regimes and (2) the human rights abuses committed by 
States against their own citizens as they implement policies geared towards 
making payments on international debt. ... 


When an undemocratic regime is assured of external finance, it is less 
dependent on the political support of its people. In exchange for the 
Staying power afforded by a steady stream of loans, the debtor governments are 
required to implement policies preferred by their creditors, e.g. those which 
assure repayment to the maximum extent possible and are consistent with the 
economic interests of powerful groups on the creditor countries. ... 


These ... policies serve to strengthen the power grip of local elites in the 
debtor countries at the expense of their poorer populations. 


When an indebted country is having difficulty repaying its loans, it turns to 
the World Bank or the IMF - for new loans, but also for what amounts to a 
‘seal of approval' which paves the way for private bank loans. 


In order to receive these, the debtors must agree to implement a certain set 
of economic policies prescribed by these institutions, including currency 
devaluations, cuts in government spending, wage restraint, increased exports, 
increased foreign investment, cuts in government subsidies on the price of 
food, transportation, and so on. 


These policies are not neutral in their effects; they can and often do lead 
to basic human-rights abuses. Lower wages and joblessness result from layoffs 
in the public sector and general economic contraction. Rampant inflation and 
reduced government subsidies in the price of food, transportation, and other 
essentials can often mean a drastic drop in family purchasing power. And just 
when people need them most, health services, education, and other vital public 
services are drastically reduced. 


All of these policies have their greatest impact on poor families - especially 
their female members, whose traditional role in ensuring family survival is 
made even more difficult in times of economic crisis. The churches understand 
this all too well, as it is they who pick up the pieces and try to provide 
assistance and services when governments do not. 


While people's basic social and economic rights are undermined, so too are 
their civil and political rights. ... Dependence on external finance 
strengthens the natural tendency of local elites toward further consolidation 
of their power, and active repression of any democratic challenge to the 
privilege they hold. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Human-Rights Intervention: Southern Africa’ EPS 89.02.43 


This oral intervention was made by Canaan Banana, a Methodist theologian who 
used to be president of Zimbabwe, at the 45th Session of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights (Geneva, 30 January-10 March). He spoke on behalf of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 
Churches. At the time, the commission was considering the situation in South 
Africa and the neighbouring territory which it controls, Namibia. 


...While we have witnessed the changes that have taken place in the 
international political climate, the observance of human rights is found 
wanting in South Africa and Namibia. 


In South Africa and Namibia we are all too familiar with the abhorrent 
apartheid policies of the Pretoria regime. The measures which the Pretoria 
regime takes on a daily basis bear testimony to its scorn for human dignity 
and the worth of human life. 


Arbitrary arrests, detention, torture, miscarriage of justice in the racist 
courts, curtailed movement of blacks in the country, clampdown on the freedom 
of opinion and expression through closure of newspapers and ... restrictions 
on the media, restrictions on freedom of assembly and association, and 
dictating the type of education blacks can have is the daily norm. 


One only needs to pick on any one of the rights enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights to realize that the Pretoria regime has trampled 
on most, if not all these rights. ... 


We as churches find the doctrine of apartheid completely repugnant and a 
negation of the cherished Christian values based upon the affirmation of the 
Universal brotherhood and sisterhood of all people. We indeed view apartheid 
as a sin against God and man. 


Time and again, the World Council of Churches, the progressive world, and the 
non-aligned countries have been unequivocal about their position regarding the 
apartheid policies. , 


The Pretoria regime should be denied resources that will enable it to sustain 
and prolong the inevitable demise of apartheid. 


That is why the World Council of Churches has resolved to call upon the 
international community to impose comprehensive and mandatory sanctions 
against the Pretoria regime under Chapter VII of the [UN] Charter, not merely 
as a piece-meal measure to restore the full enjoyment of human rights to the 
people, but to remove the root-cause of violence and conflict in South Africa 
itself and within the southern African sub-region as a whole. 


We agree with the UN Declaration that apartheid is a crime against humanity 


and that the South African government is the harshest violator of human rights 
in the world today. 


The UN must continue with renewed vigour to address the situation of human 
rights around the world with a particular emphasis on the apartheid regime. 


The hour is late, and we must remind the world of the continuing horrors being 
heaped on our sisters and brothers in South Africa. Keeping the situation of 
human rights violations in South Africa in the spotlight is one of the ways to 


ensure that within the UN system, governments are reminded to take action to 
end the scourge of apartheid. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Appeal in Wake of Death of Japanese Emperor' EPS 89.02.44 


This ‘appeal to Christians the world over on the occasion of the death of 
Hirohito Tenno and the enthronement of a new emperor in Japan', was released 
by the Special Yasukuni Shrine Problems Committee of the National Christian 
Council in Japan. ‘'Tenno' is a term for the Japanese emperor. 


The Yasukuni Shrine was a religious institution for soldiers who died for the 
emperor in wartime. It was placed under the administration of the army and 
navy on the basis of the Imperial Constitution of 1889. The role of the shrine 
was significant during a period of rising nationalistic militarism in Japan. 


Article 9 of the 1945 constitution renounces war; therefore the shrine was 
recognized as a religious body, separate from the state. Efforts in recent 
years to restore certain links between the shrine and the government have 
provoked strong protest from some parts of the Japanese Christian minority. 


... We are sending this appeal at a time when churches in Japan are facing the 
most critical turning point in Japanese history since Protestant missions in 
Japan began in the middle of the 19th century. [In the 1930s and 1940s,] the 
Protestant churches in Japan committed sins against God and were disloyal to 
their confession of faith claiming Jesus Christ as our Lord. Actually, very 
few of the Christians openly stated that Tenno was our saviour, but in reality 
we were ambiguous about our faith, placing the emperor and Jesus Christ side 
by side, out of fear of other people's criticism. 


We were immersed in the quasi-religious circumstances of the time. In extreme 
cases, we created a Japanese Christianity replacing Christ by Tenno. In 
addition, we forced other people ... particularly Christians in Korea, to obey 
the principles of the emperor system and to worship Tenno. Because of the 
different faith orientations, so many Koreans suffered painfully until the end 
of Japan's colonization, 43 years ago. 


This is now the time in Japan when the era of one emperor is coming to a close 
and another beginning. There are powerful forces seeking to establish 
Tenno-system ideology - that is, the political, economic, and cultural 
principles based upon the belief that the change in the emperor rests upon the 
constitutional understanding of Tenno as the symbol of the state. ... 


Tenno ideology seeks to unite only Japanese nationals by excluding 
heterogenous elements or through the assimilation of others, in order to 
create the myth of a single Japanese race. ... The government of Japan and 
some of the popular analysis in the media are ignoring Tenno's war 
responsibility as the Japanese custom of 'not whipping the dead' is followed. 


Moreover, this understanding indicates that the new emperor, Akihito, was a 
minor during World War II, and he should not be held responsible for the war. 
Perhaps there are some people in the global community that may support this 
opinion; we state our understanding of this situation as follows: 


We must remember ... that Japan's military victims and their children in other 
Asian countries and the Pacific Island region have witnessed Japan's military 
atrocities upon the order of Tenno Hirohito; this historical fact will 
survive the generations. ... 


In certain cases, the Japanese government paid small reparations in the 
post-war period. However, there are no cases in which the government paid 
reparations as compensation damages caused by war in the neighbouring 
countries. Rather, the payments became a model of foreign aid, which has 
continued with political implications. [over] 


tenno/2 


Shamefully, we Christians in Japan were not concerned with our neighbours in 
Asia and the Pacific region. We did not realize the fact that so many people 
had experienced the violence of the Japanese military during World War II and 
their wounds have never had a chance to heal, nor was compensation for the 
damages paid. ... 


On 15 August 1985, the prime minister at the time participated in a public 
worship service for the war dead at Yasukuni Shinto Shrine, which angered many 
other Asians. Even though leaders made efforts to prevent accurate recording 
of these events in Japan's history, it was impossible to erase the truth. ... 


The Tokyo War Crimes Trials ... handed down decisions without calling Tenno 
for examination as a suspect, nor requesting him to take the witness stand. 
The court judgement was based upon political motives in accordance with US 
strategy at that time. Since the end of the War Crimes Trials, the military 
relationship between Japan and the United States has strengthened every year. 


Although Japan's rearmament was prohibited by the constitution, the military 
power of Japan has become the largest in Asia. The peaceful ways of the 
people in Asia and the Pacific region are once again threatened, and Japanese 
corporations have continuously violated the people through their economic 
exploitation. The ideology of the Tenno system is leading the way as the 
predominant force in its partnership with the United States, which has caused 
the suffering of Asian and Pacific peoples. 


Regarding Tenno's religious authority, his position was that of a ceremonial 
figure rooted in a Japanese myth. In order to justify the rule of the Yamato 
race, which was the majority in the archipelago of Japan, a religion was 
established based upon the divinity of the emperor and authorized by the 
state. During the war, Japanese soldiers were loyal to the emperor, 
expressing this loyalty in irrational ways due to the fact that religion was 
given special privilege by the state. ... 


Upon evaluation of the war experience, Japan's constitution stated that the 
state and religion would be separate. However, leaders of the Liberal 
Democratic Party have interpreted the constitution for their own benefit and 
have established policies while ignoring the constitutional order. The 
opposition parties are political minorities. They are divided and not 
united. They are less capable of examining government policies. 


Even the court system seems to have lost its ability to function in examining 
constitutional cases. It is in this context that the government is planning 
to hold religious ceremonies in accordance with the traditions involved when a 


change in the emperor occurs, i.e. the funeral of the former Tenno, and the 
enthronement of the new emperor. 


However, we cannot ignore the violation of the important principle of the 
separation of religion and state. It is not only our concern that national 
Shintoism would control Christians in Japan once again, but also it is our 
concern that these ceremonies are an attempt at a reorganization of the people 
through education in matters concerning the newly-dressed emperor, in order to 
control other Asian and Pacific peoples. In 1926, these ceremonies continued 
for three years, followed by Japan's rapid militarization. 


In order not to repeat the mistakes of the past we, Christians in Japan, 
resolve to fight against Tenno ideology. We pray for God's will to guide us 
in our determination and hope that you will remember us in your prayers. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ‘Does Marxism Presuppose Atheism?' EPS 89.02.45 


This is excerpted from ‘Religion and Church Under Perestroika’, one of three 
articles by Koshy, international affairs director of the World Council of 
Churches, in the booklet ‘Perestroika: Some Preliminary Comments' available 
from the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


--.- Quite naturally in the context of the changes in the Soviet Union, the 
question is again raised whether atheism is a substantial and integral part of 
Marxism or is it rather accidental or historically conditioned. 


The atheism of Karl Marx was clearly a reaction to the prevailing attitude of 
the Christian churches of his time. 


All too frequently, the actual life and activity of the churches confirmed 
communists in their conviction that religious belief is detrimental to the 
building of a new society in which man finds justice and freedom. 


Within Marxism, there is an expression of the Old Testament prophetic demand 
for social justice, for true brotherhood, and for an end to every form of 
exploitation and oppression. 


Is a revolt against God an essential characteristic of socialist and communist 
society, or its atheism really only the secondary and explicable in historical 
terms with reference to the social and political movement which has taken the 
reordering of social life as its banner? 


Atheism was not the main point in the socialist movement which arose in the 
second half of the 19th century and culminated in the revolution of 1917 and 
the development of a new social order in Eastern Europe. 


It would be foolish, nevertheless, not to take this socialist atheism 
seriously, or to regard it as an insignificant aspect of the great 
contemporary upheaval under the banner of Marxist-Leninist philosophy. 


It should be acknowledged that a characteristic of the society in which the 
socialist movement evolved was the close tie between the ruling class and the 
established church. 


Nikolai Berdyaev, the great Russian philosopher made eloquently the claim of 
Christianity in social history: 


It is undeniable that much of the true progress in social history is due 
to the open or indirect action of Christianity upon the human spirit: the 
abolition of slavery and serfdom, the recognition of freedom of conscience 
and of spiritual life are proofs of this. 


But instead of realizing these social reforms themselves, Christians have 
often left them to the hands of others; they have often even done 
injustice and consented to adapting higher spiritual values in the 
interests of the ruling class and the established order. ... 


Care for the life of another, even material bodily care is spiritual in 
essence. Bread for myself is a material question; bread for my 
neighbour is a spiritual question.' 


In redefining the relationship between a Marxist state and the church today, 
experiences on either side during the period after the revolution have to be 
taken into account. [over] 


atheism/2 


The expectation that religion will weaken and eventually even disappear under 
socialism has proved to be incorrect. On the contrary, in many socialist 
societies including the Soviet Union, the church has considerably grown and is 


still growing. 


Religious life has displayed considerable resilience and far from 
disappearing, has in many instances found new vitality and power. This is 
true not only of the Soviet Union but of almost all socialist states. 


While churches in these countries have not produced any stereotyped response 
to Communist policies on the whole, they have sought new forms of life and 
activities in general accepting and often actively supporting many of the 
socialist policies. 


To a large number of Christians in all parts of the world, the social and 
political message of Marxism has been a challenge and even inspiration. Many 
have sought to reconcile their Christian faith with the vision of a new 
society offered by socialism. 


This has led to new and significant theological insights especially when 
affirming the Christian gospel's preferential option for the poor. 


It has also led to active collaboration between Christians and Marxists in 
liberation movements, in struggles for peace and justice in revolutionary 
situations and in building socialism together. 


Neither the Marxist state nor the church can afford to ignore these 
developments. 


Several communist leaders have often said in recent years that ideological 
differences need not prevent Christians and Marxists from working together. 


The president of the State Office for Church Affairs in Hungary, Imre Miklos, 
saw a positive role for the churches when he presented a paper to a meeting of 
the World Council of Churches staff in Geneva in 1978. 


Having acknowledged that the position of Marxists and their relationship with 
churches is open to change and is not a ‘ready-made model' he went on: 


We cannot and must not rank religious people among the enemies of 
socialism. Large masses of people adhere to religion in one form or 
another in a socialist society. Their presence and their belonging in 
some church are an important sociological reality. 


In the course of building socialism we expect their constructive 
contribution. ... We respect the God-believing man who stands with us, 
more than the atheist, nihilistic non-believer who is against us. 


The rich insights gained in Christian-Marxist cooperation and dialogue will 


have to be taken into account at this stage of development of state and 
religion. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Clement Janda: 'The Church and the Conflict in Burundi' EPS 89.02.46 


Janda is an executive secretary in the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches. This is excerpted 
from his report of an ecumenical consultation on Burundi held 5-7 January in 
Nairobi. Among those attending were 11 church leaders from Burundi and 10 
from Rwanda. The meeting was organized by the All Africa Conference of 
Churches. 


--. (i) The basic problem is the deep-seated animosity between the [majority] 
Hutu and [minority, but more influential] Tutsi. All participants from 
Burundi accepted that historically this was the case. But all of them are in 
pains admitting that this was|the case presently. All of them appreciate the 
efforts of the present regime of Major Pierre Buyoye, which is trying hard to 
address the political imbalances. He has recently appointed a more balanced 
cabinet headed by a ... Hutu ... prime minister. Moreover the government has 
appointed a commission to study issues of unity. There are church leaders on 
the commission. 


(ii) The churches pledge to work together ecumenically, including the Roman 
Catholic Church, towards a more just and peaceful society. They also stated 
that contacts between churches must be regular and ape not only be seen 
during moments of crises. 


(iii) Both churches in Burundi and Rwanda reported that most people who ran 
into refuge since August 1988 have returned. Of the almost 85 000 people who 
were refugees in Rwanda only about 2000 were remaining. The rest have gone 
back. The 2000 were mainly students and civil servants. The issue was 
raised why the educated people (mainly Hutu) found it extremely difficult to 
return. Were they the target of the '‘'persecution'? Or is it that the 
illiterate don't actually understand the issues at stake? 


Of the 2000 who are still remaining, 200 had actually tried to return and then 
went back into refuge. The Burundi side explained that things were not 
exactly smooth. Not everyone in Burundi accepts change. There were Hutu, who 
thought that all Tutsi should be killed, and there were Tutsi who were not 
prepared either to accommodate Hutu people. But the church leaders emphasized 
the need for the church to be an instrument of healing and transformation. 


(iv) A larger issue is the older refugees who had fled Burundi during earlier 
uprisings. These have yet to be convinced that genuine change is indeed 
taking place in Burundi. Moreover, there is the issue of land availability, 
and the loss of whatever facilities these refugees have become used to 
wherever they might be, including education. 


It was stated that the churches in Burundi would have to do a lot of homework 
before the correct information can reach the refugees outside. Once there 
was every assurance that all returning refugees were safe, the ecumenical 
movement, AACC and WCC, might be used by the Burundi churches to pass 
information. 


(v) Burundi churches raised the issue of rehabilitation of the returnees. 
They urged AACC and WCC to support them in this field. ... 


(vi) It was reported that the official stand of the Rwandese government was 
that Burundi should not be destabilized. So Rwanda was not allowing any group 
to organize itself militarily against Burundi. It was reported that a Hutu 
organization existed in Tanzania whose aim was to stage war as a way to the 
Burundi problem. But most refugees were not interested in that movement. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Allan Boesak: 'I Join the Detainees in Hunger Strike' EPS 89.02.47 | 


Boesak is moderator of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) and president 
of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. This is excerpted from a letter 
to South African Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok explaining why Boesak has 
joined approximately 300 detainees on hunger strike in Port Elizabeth, 
Witbank, Durban, and Cape Town. 


The hunger strikers want the government to release or charge them. Many have 
been detained for months or years. Some have been taken to hospital where 
they are being fed intravenously. The government has banned public gatherings 
in solidarity with the detainees, and warned that media reports on the strike 
may violate emergency regulations. 


Meeting in Johannesburg (10 February), the ecumenical Standing for the Truth 
Committee warned Vlok that ‘most South Africans will lay on his doorstep and 
that of the government any deaths and injuries' which result from the fast. 
The committee also urged him to allow outside clergy to visit detainees. 


.... Over the years we have spoken out against this flagrant abuse of the 
law. Lawyers have denounced it, the churches have petitioned against it. My 
own church ... has been very clear in its witness. Time and time again it 
has condemned detention without trial as against the demands of God's justice, 
unbiblical and inhuman. ... Parents have pleaded with you, spouses have 
petitioned you. You were never unaware of the pain and misery you are causing 
through detention without trial. Now, the hunger strike forces you. to 
recognize the dire consequences of’ the deliberate contempt with which you have 
treated so many of God's children. 


Why am I joining them? Because I too was a victim of arbitrary detention 
[EPS 87.11.11]. I know first hand of the pain and uncertainty, of the terror 
of solitary confinement and the unspeakable indignity and fear it brings. 
Because my church has spoken so clearly, and I hear in the cries of anguish 
emanating from your prisons now the very voice of God calling to his church to 
respond .... Because ... Christian witness without (painful) obedience misses 
the joy of true Christian discipleship. 


You have heard the detainees: release us or charge us. This is their right. 
That is the very least you could do. I am joining them in the hope that you 
will listen. In the hope also that my action will strengthen their plea. I 
also hope that many others in the Christian community will join me in this. 


I am aware that you are on record as saying you will not be ‘blackmailed’. 
What an astonishing admission! Is a call for simple justice blackmail? Is 
the desire to know what one has done wrong blackmail? But of course there is 
a deeper question. You are the minister of law and order. Your emergency 
regulations place the fate of all of us in your hands. You can decide whether 
people live or die. Are you willing to do that? 


Fasting until death is not part of my religious or ecclesiastical tradition. 
Deliberately placing my life in danger is irresponsible, I have been taught. 
That may be so. But I cannot stand idly by and watch those who are struggling 
for justice in South Africa starve themselves to death. 


None of us wish to die. But if this is the road we must take to make you and 
your government understand the evil of your ways, we will take it. Not 
gladly, not with pride, certainly with fear and trembling. But I know now 
what God wants me to do. ... It was not easy for me to come to this decision. 


But I now know what God wants me to do. I can only hope and pray that you 
know what God wants you to do. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/08) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Phone/fax changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, many phone/fax numbers in 
the Geneva area are changing, with a 7 being added to the current numbers. 
The EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 1346. 
The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are unchanged 


(41 and 22 respectively). 


Situation reports on the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka (#4, 7 February), 
relief/rehabilitation in Mozambique (#10, 7  4February), drought and 
displaced persons in Ethiopia (#31, 3 February), and the aftermath of . 
Hurricane Joan in Nicaragua (#4, 15 February) are available from WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The February issue of National Council of Churches Review (Christian Council 
Lodge, Nagpur, Maharashtra) notes the platinum jubilee (75th anniversary) of 
the National Council of Churches in India. 


wcC 1989 is an expanded January/February issue of the WCC monthly One 
World. It reviews WCC programmes and activities since January 1988. Copies 
are available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. Besides the 
English version now available, translations are being prepared in French, 
German, and Spanish. 


Theme of the latest issue of Contact (#107), bi-monthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2), is Essential Drugs - A 
Convincing Concept. It includes a copy of the CMC Guidelines on Drug 
Donations, and the WHO Model List of Essential Drugs. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), are now available. 


For the European Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21), contact 
CEC/CCEE. 


For the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, 
USA; 22-31), contact WCC/Communication. 


The address in both cases, and for WARC, is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 21 February. 
EPS copy deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS sends headlines by telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for 
full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. ‘ 


WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE DEALS Ecumenical Press 


WITH ISSUES AND APPOINTMENTS Service 89.03.01 
GENEVA - At its semi-annual meeting (here, 12-18 February) the Executive 


Committee of the World Council of Churches dealt with several issues and 
affirmed five staff appointments. 


According to information released after the meeting, which was not open to the 
media, the committee welcomed ‘with joy and hope' the pan-European Vienna 
Accords signed in January. Noting linkages in them between issues of human 
rights and peace/security, it commended the accords in connection with work on 
"peace, development, and human rights, including religious freedom’. 


The human-rights situation in Romania, from which thousands of refugees have 
come into neighbouring Hungary in recent years, had surfaced at the August 
meeting of the WCC Central Committee [EPS 88.08.61]. This time, the Executive 
Committee asked WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro to arrange for church 
representatives 'in the area' to meet to strengthen ‘ecumenical fellowship in 
the present context’. The issue comes back to the Central Committee in July. 


Following a one-day discussion of ‘vital and coherent theology', it called 
for special attention to ‘how the different contextual theological approaches 
in the world-wide fellowship of the churches are held accountable to each 
other, and how they are related to the tradition of the apostolic faith.' 


The committee also: 


- heard an interim report on the recent visit to world capitals of an 
ecumenical delegation on South Africa [EPS 89.01.43,71; 02.12]. 


- discussed progress reports on proposals for an Ecumenical News Service, 
and a Global Youth Gathering, each in cooperation with other agencies. 


- appointed a group to evalute and assess WCC structures and programmes, 
propose possible changes, and consider a 'comprehensive vision' of the council. 
- recommended changes in how the Central Committee takes up public issues, 
and in the statement of responsibilities of WCC membership. 


The committee affirmed five WCC staff appointments: 


Hans Ucko is to be secretary for Christian/Jewish relations in the Sub-Unit 
on Dialogue. A priest of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden, he is now secretary 
for Jewish-Christian dialogue, interfaith dialogue, and East Asia for the 
Church of Sweden Mission. 


Rebecca Voigts Larson is to be _ executive secretary for development, 
training, and advisory services in the Commission on Churches' Participation 
in Development. A Canadian Lutheran pastor, she has held a variety of 
development-related posts in addition to her parish work. 


Carlos Sintado is to be personnel director. An Argentinian Methodist 
pastor, he is now WCC secretary for development education. 


Two priests, K.M. George (Oriental Orthodox, India), and Francis Frost 
(Roman Catholic, UK), are to be tutors/lecturers at the Ecumenical Institute. 


George, a former seminary professor, is a senior secretary at the National 
Council of Churches in India; Frost is professor of theology at the 
University of Lille (France). [EPS] 


INDIA: CHRISTIANS BLAMED FOR Ecumenical Press 
FOSTERING TRIBAL SEPARATISM Service 89.03.02 


This item is abridged and adapted from IPS news agency. 


CALCUTTA - Tribal people have stepped up their demand for a separate state to 
be formed from parts of four eastern states, even aS bureaucrats and 
politicians blame Christian missionaries for fuelling the unrest. 


More than 10 000 tribals from Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, and West Bengal 
marched here at the end of January to call on the government to discuss 
separate statehood with them. 


The tribals want their own Jharkhand state to achieve economic growth, which 
they say has been denied them through 'divisive' government policies. 


Speakers at the rally declared they would not settle for ‘anything less than a 
separate state, even if it requires armed struggle.' The rally, organized by 
the Jharkhand Coordination Committee (JCC), reiterated a call for mass 
mobilization and an economic blockade 'till the government was ready to open a 
dialogue on the separate statehood issue.' 


'We will not allow the government to plunder our land', speakers said. 'We 
will not let them take away iron, coal or uranium from our land unless all our 
demands are met.' 


These also include official support for the development of their language and 
culture. 


Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi has rejected the demand for a separate 
tribal state as ‘mischievous and against the interests of the nation'. 


Chief ministers in Bihar and West Bengal, the two states that would face 
severe economic crisis if the Jharkhand state became a reality, have also 
opposed the move. 


The Bihar chief minister says the separate statehood demands are being made by 
‘disgruntled and vested interests trying to mislead innocent people.’ 


The demand for a tribal state comes at a time when India faces serious threats 
to its unity, with Sikh militants fighting for a separate nation in Punjab, 
and hill people in Uttar Pradesh clamouring for a separate state of Uttarkhand. 


As urged by its propopnents, Jharkhand state would be made up of 12 districts 


oe Bihar, three from West Bengal, four from Orissa and two from Madhya 
Pradesh. 


Though only two million of the 35 million people in the area are Christians, 


they are often in the forefront of the agitation because of their often higher 
social and educational status. 


This gives the impression that the demand is Christian-sponsored, and some 


people have been quick to blame foreign missionaries for militancy among the 
Jharkand movement leaders. 


But, says Telesphore Toppo, a tribal who is Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Ranchi (a centre of activity on behalf of the separate State), ‘the government 
should try to find the real cause for the unrest and come out with concrete 
solutions instead of blaming the church and its missionaries.' [EPS] 


PROVINCIAL RELIGION CODE IN Ecumenical Press 
CHINA PROMPTS CHURCH ACTION Service 89.03.03 


This item is abridged and adapted from Asia Lutheran Press Services. 


HONG KONG - A controversial administrative code allowing a Chinese provincial 
government to tighten control over religious activities there has prompted 
strong reactions from Christians in both Hong Kong and China. 


A group of Hong Kong Christians planned to raise the issue during the visit 
here this month of a top government official who deals with religious affairs 
in Guangdong Province, whose government promulgated the code. 


Among other things, it requires that places where any kind of religious 
activity is held be registered with the authorities. 


Amid fears that such sensitive codes would have adverse effects on religious 
freedom in Hong Kong once it reverts to Chinese control in 1997, some 
Christians here voiced their concerns at a special meeting. 


They decided to study the issue via the Joint Conference of Christians on the 
Response to the Basic Law (guidelines being prepared in connection with the 
incorporation of Hong Kong into China as a 'special administrative region'). 


The Basic Law contains clauses related to religious activities; a draft is 
currently under public debate. Among clauses of particular concern are those 
dealing with freedom of religious belief and the autonomy of religious 
organizations from state intervention. 


The appearance of the Guangdong administrative code led some Christians here 
to conclude that China has a different concept of freedom of religious belief, 
as the Chinese constitution also guarantees it. 


Compared with counterparts in China, Hong Kong denominations and religious 
groups enjoy more control over their property and staff. About 10 percent of 
the 5.5 million people here are Christians; they run extensive social-service 
and education programmes. 


Late last year, a group of Hong Kong Christians went to Beijing. There a top 
official of the government Religious Affairs Bureau reportedly told the group 
she had no knowledge of the Guangdong administrative code, but assured them 
that the Hong Kong SAR will have a high degree of autonomy on such matters. 


Among those who went to Beijing was Helena Wong, a staff member of the Hong 
Kong Christian Institute. She said her group is seeking dialogue with bureau 
officials on this issue. 'Perhaps we may have to go to Beijing again, because 
the officials have encouraged us to continue contacting them', she said. 


Church observers say things have been 'quiet' in recent weeks, referring to 
reports of forced registrations of Christian gatherings at homes in Guangzhou, 
the capital of Guangdong. 


In the latest issue of Bridge, an English-language magazine about the church 
in China [EPS 89.01.83], K.H. Ting, the bishop who is president of the China 
‘Christian Council, said in an interview that his office has written to the 
Religious Affairs Bureau about the provincial regulations. 


‘If this is a measure aimed at eliminating meetings of Christians in homes 
without first providing more suitable places for them, it is an infringement 
on religious freedom', Ting said. [EPS] 


Items on this page are abridged from Africa Church Information Service. 


DEBATE STOPPED IN NIGERIA Ecumenical Press 
ON SHARIA: TENSIONS RISE Service 89.03.04 
LAGOS — Religious and political tensions are mounting in Nigeria since the 


government cut off debate last December in the Constituent Assembly on the 
possible place of Sharia (Islamic law) in the new Nigerian constitution. 


Sharia has been an explosive topic in Nigeria for years. Muslims are calling 
for Sharia to be applicable in courts of appeal on the federal level. 
Christians have been vehemently opposing that, on grounds it would favour 
Muslims and be a step towards making the nation an Islamic republic. 


Though there is dispute about the figures, Muslims and Christians are found in 
roughly equal numbers among the 100 million people of Nigeria. An estimated 
15 percent of them belong to other religions. 


Sharia courts exist in some northern Nigerian states where Muslims are the 
majority. Some Christians predict ‘a holy war' should Sharia be implemented 
at the federal level in the 1992 constitution. 


On and off during the 1980s, Christian-Muslim conflict has flared and lives 
have been lost [EPS 88.11.18; 87.05.45; 86.05.02; 85.03.15] ¢°? Muth**ofe fhe 
conflict is centred in the northern states of Sokoto, Katsina, and Kano. 


One such fight took place last June in Zaria after a Christian was declared 
the winner in a student election at the university. Several people were 
reported killed. 


In connection with a Christian evangelism rally in Kaduna State in 1987, there 
were Muslim attacks against Christians and church property in several places 
in the north. Violence erupted after former Muslim Bello Abubakar preached to 
a crowd of about 200 students about his new-found Christian faith. [EPS] 


CHRISTIANS CIRCUMSPECT Ecumenical Press 
IN ISLAMIC MAURITANIA Service 89.03.05 


This item is abridged and adapted from Africa Church Information Service. 


ABIDJAN (Ivory Coast) - The Islamic Republic of Mauritania continues to be one 
of the few African countries with a closed-door policy to Christian evangelism. 


According to foreign diplomats here, several Christians have been expelled 
from Mauritania recently for distributing Christian literature. More than 99 
percent of the 1.8 million Mauritanians are Muslims. Other than a small Roman 
Catholic diocese based in the capital, there is hardly an organized church in 
Mauritania. The few Christian agencies allowed to work in Mauritania provide 
social services such as health and nutritional care. 


According to M'Baissouroum Mouanodji, a Chadian cardiologist who worked from 
1985 to 1987 with one of them, World Vision, 'It is forbidden to engage a 
Mauritanian in a discussion about Jesus Christ, but if someone asks a 
question, a Christian has the right to explain his faith.' 


Occasionally, he said, Mauritanian members of his medical group posed 
questions, notably after Christians were seen praying or reading the Bible. 
‘In general', he added, ‘you encounter no problems if you respect their 
culture, their laws, and their religion - and if you don't evangelize.' [EPS] 


ARMENIAN CATHOLICOS SEES BIG Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH ROLE IN RECONSTRUCTION Service 89.03.06 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Armenian Catholicos Vasken I, based in Etchmiadzin in 
Soviet Armenia, said here that the Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] Church, which 
has played a massive role in relief efforts since the 7 December earthquake, 
will now become an active participant in the long-range task of reconstruction. 


Although the size of the task makes it necessary for the Soviet government to 
serve as the principal agent, he said, speaking through an interpreter, state 
authorities are allowing the church freedom to carry out its own projects. 


The catholicos, the head of the Armenian Church around the world, was in the 
United States last month for’ talks with representatives of a wide variety of 
Armenian groups. Interviewed at his suite in the Plaza Hotel here just hours 
before his flight home, he said he was returning 'very content' with the moral 
and spiritual, as well as material, support he found. 


Vasken noted that at his invitation the second-ranking Armenian hierarch, 
Catholicos Karekin II of Cilicia (Lebanon), participated in all the meetings 
here. He said the jurisdictions which look to him as spiritual leader are 
fully committed to aiding the reconstruction effort. 


Vasken said leaders of the various Armenian groups, secular and religious, 
accepted his proposal that they undertake projects in Stepanavan, one of the 
four cities most severely damaged in the quake. It needs hospitals, schools 
and numerous other facilities, he said, and each agency can choose a project 
‘according to its capability’. 


Altogether, he reported, US Armenians have raised 20 million US dollars; that 
will probably reach 25 million. Although Armenian government agencies will do 
the actual building, he said, US groups will not send money, but rather 
materials bought in the West. Contributors are to decide what they want built 
and send their representatives for on-site review. Each completed project is 
to carry a plaque acknowledging the assistance. 


Vasken said the World Council of Churches will especially channel help to 
rebuild two churches in Leninakan. Roman Catholic Armenians, who have a few 
members but no parishes in Armenia, are to rebuild a Leninakan school, he said. 


Another severely damaged city, Spitak, is to be rebuilt five to 10 kilometres 
from its former location. He said a new church is to be built there as an 
ecumenical project aided by sister churches in several countries. 


Vasken's tightly-packed US schedule included celebration of a liturgy with 
Karekin at the Anglican cathedral here, and ecumenical worship with Jesse 
Jackson among the speakers. Jackson, who was in Armenia, flew here on the 
same plane with Vasken. 


On a visit to Washington, the catholicos met with President George Bush, whose 
son and grandson distributed food and toys to children in Armenian hospitals 
last Christmas. 'It was very touching':, Vasken said. 


On the question of Nagorno-Karabakh, an ethnic Armenian area with no 
functioning churches, Vasken said there is now official permission to reopen 
two. They are being renovated, for opening perhaps by the end of the year. — 


He is also confident, he said, that Kantzasara monastery, a religious centre 
in Karabakh since its construction in 1258, but closed since 1932, will be 
given permission to reopen. [EPS] 


Zambia: financial crisis hits Churches Medical Association EPS 89.03.07 
LUSAKA - Because of a financial crisis, the Churches Medical Association of 
Zambia has had to reduce drug allocations by 40 percent in its clinics and 
hospitals. There are also plans to cut down on food given to patients. CMAZ 
General Secretary Roy Saviye says the crisis is caused by a rapid withdrawal 
of support from overseas, and a drastic slash in the 1989 government grant 
(which is 33 million Zambian kwacha, compared with 129 million CMAZ 
requested. CMAZ runs 82 institutions in Zambia, including hospitals, clinics, 
and training centres for nurses and lab assistants. [EPS] 


Kenya: bishops and government minister spar EPS 89.03.08 
NAIROBI -— Two Anglican bishops have criticized the government energy minister, 
Nicholas Biwott, for his reference to ‘a few misguided bishops who had ganged 
up to oppose the government', before learning ‘the futility of their 
pursuit.' Responding, Henry Okullu (Diocese of Maseno South) and David Gitari 
(Mount Kenya East) called Biwott's comments ‘unnecessary’. Okullu said ‘very 
serious issues' remain to be addressed in Kenya, and the church must be a sort 
of national conscience. Citari said church leaders who speak out do so 
because of their loyalty and patriotism. He said Biwott should apologize. 
General Secretary Sam Kobia of the National Council of Churches of Kenya said 
Biwott's comments might 'pollute the waters again' after a recent cordial 
meeting between an NCCK delegation and Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi [EPS 
89.02.13]. Kobia added that he wants to believe Biwott was voicing his 
personal view, not that of the government. [EPS] 


USA denies refugee status to dozens of Soviet Pentecostals EPS 89.03.09 
ROME - The US Immigration and Naturalization Service has denied refugee status 
to dozens of Soviet Pentecostals now living here. Campbell University Law 
School Professor Lynn Buzzard, who’ specializes in Soviet Christian 
immigration, and who came here to investigate the cases, says he discovered 
‘numerous abuses of procedure and misapplications of legal standards' by the 
INS. [EPS] 


USA: church coalition urges boycott of some tv sponsors EPS 89.03.10 
WHEATON (Illinois) - Christian Leaders for Responsible Television - whose 
membership includes heads of 70 denominations, presidents of 53 Christian 
colleges, more than 200 Christian broadcasters, and heads of several 
parachurch groups — has announced plans to call for a boycott of advertisers 
who sponsor tv shows which the coalition judges to be sexually permissive, 
violent, profane, or to contain anti-Christian stereotypes. CLER Chairman 
Billy Melvin, executive director of the National Association of Evangelicals, 
says that 'numerous attempts' in the past three years to deal with the level 
of objectionable programming on US tv ‘have mostly been ignored. We now feel 
it is time to take stronger action.' [EPS] 


Holiness Fellowship of America formed to counter trends EPS 89.03.11 
CLEVELAND (Tennessee/USA) - A group of ministers and members of the 
[Pentecostal] Church of God based here have formed the Holiness Fellowship of 
America to protest changes in the denomination's moral code approved by its 
General Assembly last August. The assembly eased code restrictions on such 
things as movies, jewellery, makeup, and men and women swimming together. HFA 
National Coordinator Joseph Chambers says the purpose of the group is 'not 
division, but rather reformation'. [EPS] 


Mexico: excommunication for drug barons? EPS 89.03.12 
MEXICO CITY - IPS news agency reports that Roman Catholic leaders in the 
Mexican state of Southern Baja California are considering a proposal to 
excommunicate high-ranking participants in the drug trade. [EPS] 


WCC sends message on Paraguay EPS 89.03.13 
GENEVA - In a message (9 February) to members of the World Council of Churches 
in Paraguay and ecumenical communities there, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. said: "We rejoice that one of the longest-lasting authoritarian 
regimes in the history of Latin America is over. ... We are praying for a 
rapid transition to true democracy', including ‘immediate and total respect 
for human rights.' On 3 February, Alfredo Stroessner, who took power in a 
1954 military coup, was ousted in a similar manner. [EPS] 


France: maverick RC bishop causes stir EPS 89.03.14 
EVREUX - Jacques Gaillot, the Roman Catholic diocesan bishop here, has caused 
a stir in recent months by interviews in two magazines. In "Lui', which 
includes photos of naked women, he criticized official Roman Catholic 
opposition to the use of condoms as a way to reduce the spread of Aids. In 
"Gai Pied', which caters to homosexuals, he declared his opposition to ‘all 
censure and all exclusion of those who elect a mode of living judged 
different.' In January, Gaillot complained that his French’ episcopal 
colleagues were keeping him off the French Minitel system, which makes it 
possible for millions of people to take part in a kind of dialogue through the 
exchange of computer messages and comments. In February, however, he signed 
a declaration with the president of the conference of French Roman Catholic 
bishops, declaring his faithfulness to the teaching authority of the pope, his 
acceptance of 'the doctrine of the church concerning family life and sexual 
morality.' [EPS] 


Philippines: base communities to counter fundamentalism EPS 89.03.15 
MANILA —- IPS news agency reports many Roman Catholic bishops here 'plan to 
counter the growing influence of Christian fundamentalist groups' by 
encouraging formation of more ‘Christian base communities’. In a pastoral 
letter last month, the bishops criticized ‘fundamentalist errors', and noted 
church weaknesses the groups exploit - for example, ‘the bigness of many of 
our parishes [which] prevents a personal knowledge and relationship of the 
priest with the majority of his people.' The bishops called for efforts to 
"make our parishioners rise from their present anonymity.' [EPS] 


Canada: church leaders advise prime minister on Central America EPS 89.03.16 
TORONTO - In a letter (8 February) to Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, 
10 Canadian church leaders urged him 'press the need for negotiated political 
solutions to regional conflicts' in Central America when he met US President 
George Bush in Ottawa (10 February). The 10 said Canadian ‘leadership and 
initiative' for ‘negotiated and political solutions are extraordinarily 
important at this critical moment.' The letter was signed by United, Anglican, 
Lutheran (ELCC), Roman Catholic, Reformed (PCC, CRC), and Quaker leaders, plus 
General Secretary Stuart Brown of the Canadian Council of Churches. [EPS] 


India: ‘St Thomas' bishops in Kerala acting together EPS 89.03.17 
KOTTAYAM - Christians in the south Indian state of Kerala trace their origins 
back to missionary work by the Apostle Thomas in the first decades of the 
Christian era. In the 20th century, however, they find themselves in several 
church jurisdictions. An ecumenical seminar here has proposed that ecumenical 
activity among Kerala Christians be strengthened, including joint celebration 
of major feasts such as Christmas, united mission activities, consolidated 
Management of educational institutions, and joint social action. Also 
proposed is an all-Kerala conference of bishops, an ecumenical translation of 
the Bible, and a Keralan ecumenical review. Among the main jurisdictions in 
the St Thomas tradition here are two Roman Catholic rites (Syro-Malabar, 
Syro-Malankara), two Oriental Orthodox bodies (Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Antioch and All the East, Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church), and the 
[Independent] Mar Thoma Church. [EPS] 


South Africa: hunger strike ends after prisoner-—release promise EPS 89.03.18 — 
JOHANNESBURG - Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu and other church leaders 
announced (16 February) that the South African government has promised to 
release a ‘substantial number' of the estimated 1000 political detainees held 
under emergency regulations. In the wake of that announcement, about 300 
detainees who had been on hunger strike called it off, at least for a 
fortnight. The detainees, who have been held for months or years in many 
cases, have been demanding that they be charged or released. Earlier, some 
church leaders had announced solidarity hunger strikes of various forms in 
support of the prisoners [EPS 89.02.47]. In identical messages (15 February) 
to three of them - Tutu, Moderator Allan Boesak of the Dutch Reformed Mission 
Church (NGSK), and Moderator Sam Buti of the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa 
(NGKA) - General Secretary Emilio Gastro of the World Council of Churches 
expressed ‘our prayers for the fasting detainees and their families, and all 
the friends who identify with them. ... We pray that justice may prevail and 
human dignity be upheld.' [EPS] 


Czechoslovakia: government says it wants good church relations EPS 89.03.19 
PRAGUE - In an interview in Rude Pravo newspaper here, Vladimir Janku, the 
Czechoslovak government minister for religious affairs, says it hopes bishops 
can be appointed for the many vacant Roman Catholic dioceses in the country, 
but it will be necessary for them to ‘have good relations with the state’. 
Janku added that there is no discrimination against church ministers and other 
members in Czechoslovakia who demonstrate ‘patriotic sentiments and who align 
themselves with the Czechoslovak people, who have chosen the socialist way of 
development.’ The interview followed a five-day trip he made to the Vatican 
in January [EPS] 


Fast Timor church leader critical of Indonesian practices EPS 89.03.20 
LISBON - In a ‘pastoral note', Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, apostolic 
administrator (head) of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Dili (East Timor), 
reports that the Indonesian authorities slapped, beat and tortured some people 
who were detained before and after a visit from Indonesian President Suharto. 
Belo says this is ‘routine in Timor .... We oppose this barbaric system and 
condemn the lying propaganda, according to which human rights violations do 
not exist.' The information was distributed by the Peace is Possible in East 
Timor group, based here. After followers of tribal religions, Christians 
(most of them Roman Catholics) are the largest religious group in East Timor. 
The area, which Indonesia considers its 27th province, was colonized by 
Portugal in 1598. The Portuguese withdrew in 1975 amidst an independence 
struggle. [EPS] 


India: patriarch opposes luxury tourism EPS 89.03.21 

GOA — In a letter on ‘the administration of temporal goods of the church and 
code of ethics', Raul Nicolau Gonsalves, Roman Catholic patriarch of the East 
Indes and archbishop of Goa, has advised parishes and church institutions not 
to accept donations or ads from groups encouraging luxury tourism, abortion, 
artificial birth control, or excessive smoking or drinking; or discouraging 
healthy mothers from nursing their babies. He also advises that ‘large areas 
of [church] land should be sold in plots to the needy with a condition that it 
will not be resold for activities like luxury hotels or night clubs that will 
have an adverse impact on the local community.' The archdiocese has also 
campaigned against nude bathing. An archdiocesan report last July observed 
that the tourism business is run by ‘powerful commercial interests that will 
brook no opposition to its profit-making goal.' There has been some decline 
in the Goa tourist industry, and archdiocesan critics accuse it of ‘meddling 
in a sphere in which it has no authority.' Goa was a Portuguese colony for 


centuries. About a third of its one million people are Christians, most of 
them Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


USSR: Church and Perestroika group announces plans EPS 89.03.22 
MOSCOW -— According to a report carried by the church news agency KNA, a new 
Church and Perestroika (CP) group has announced its intention to work for the 
right actively to spread Christianity in the Soviet Union. Among other 
things, CP is calling for the establishment of catechism groups, prayer 
circles, and research and study groups. CP says the Russian Orthodox 
hierarchy is insufficiently interested in evangelisation. [EPS] 


Uganda: RC bishops in appeal for reconciliation EPS 89.03.23 
KAMPALA — The Roman Catholic bishops of Uganda have called on the government 
and all groups fighting it to stop hostilities and come to a _ peaceful 
agreement in a spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness. For two decades, 
Uganda has known strife and civil war, beginning with the coup which ousted 
Milton Obote in 1971 and brought Idi Amin to power. [EPS] 


Norway: Lutheran bishop to stay away from papal service EPS 89.03.24 
TRONDHEIM —- One of the 11 bishops of the numerically dominant [Lutheran] 
Church of Norway (NK) has declined an invitation to be part of an ecumenical 
service to be held at the historic cathedral here 2 June during the visit of 
Pope John Paul II. Per Lpnning, NK bishop of Bj¢rgvin and a noted ecumenist, 
said he is staying away because 'the promising ecumenical development which 
was initiated in the 1960s has to a large extent come to a halt' since John 
Paul became pope in 1978. The bishop said his protest is ‘not ... against, 
but together with my Catholic brothers and sisters whom I have learnt to know 
and appreciate during my years of ecumenical work.’ Leaders of major 
independent NK mission societies had previously indicated they would not 
attend if invited. Speaking for the Roman Catholic Church in Norway, 
Dominican priest Kjell Arild Pollestad found the Lgnning decision 'strange'. 
He said Roman Catholics do not ‘engage in the sport of keeping away from 
people who disagree with us.' [EPS] 


Switzerland: military chaplaincy open to deacons, women EPS 89.03.25 
BERNE - The Swiss Federal Military Department has decided to allow deacons, 
pastoral assistants, and women to become military chaplains. Currently there 
are 456 chaplains, all male pastors/priests. [EPS] 


"Traditional Anglican Communion’ to be formed EPS 89.03.26 

ORLANDO (Florida/USA) - Meeting here (3-4 February), 20 bishops from 
Australia, Canada, England, India, Guatemala, and the United States - 
representing what they consider authentic Anglicanism - called for formation 


of the Traditional Anglican Communion, a ‘structure for those beleaguered 
Anglicans around the world who want to maintain the traditional faith and 
order of the church in an unimpaired communion within the Anglican heritage.' 
Archbishop Louis Falk of the Anglican Catholic Church in the United States is 
acting primate of the new communion. [EPS] 


India: Lutheran split in Kerala reported EPS 89.03.27 
BALARAMAPURAM — Harijans ('untouchables') in the India Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Kerala have reportedly formed a ‘parallel synod' to protest the 'raw 
deal' they get from ‘forward Christians' influential in IELC affairs in 
Kerala. M. Robinson, the pastor who is president of the Kerala Backward 
Lutheran Synod, spoke of ‘exploitation, discrimination, and insult'. which 
Harijans suffer at the hands of the Forwards. [EPS] 


‘Canada: ecumenical council faults Israel on Palestinians EPS 89.03.28 
TORONTO - In a three-page brief (6 February) to the Canadian Department of 
External Affairs, the Middle East Working Group of the Canadian Council of 
Churches urged the Canadian government to oppose more vigorously Israeli 
human-rights violations against Palestinians in _ the Israeli-Occupied 
Territories. [EPS] 


International Literacy Year launched EPS 89.03.29 
GENEVA - A 20-city news conference was scheduled 2 March to launch the 
UN-proclaimed International Literacy Year for 1990. In a letter to national 
and regional ecumenical councils, Philippe Franchette, executive secretary of 
the Office of Adult Basic Education of the World Council of Churches, calls 
the year a chance for the church to strengthen and rethink its commitment to 
the education of poor and/or marginalized people. [EPS] 


FRG: number of Evangelical clergy up 3 percent EPS 89.03.30 
HANNOVER - The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), which groups Lutheran, 
United, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional denominations) in Federal Germany 
and West Berlin, reports the number of EKD clergy rose about 3 percent, to 
just over 18 000, in 1988 compared with the year before. Women are about 12 
percent of that total (compared with about 2 percent in 1964). [EPS] 


Full communion proposed for Disciples, United Church of Christ EPS 89.03.31 

INDIANPOLIS/NEW YORK - A resolution declaring that a relationship of ‘full 
communion’ exists between two US denominations - the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ - is to come before the 
UCC General Synod (Fort Worth, 29 June-4 July) and the Disciples General 
Assembly (Indianapolis, 28 July-2 August). The two denominations have had a 
formal relationship of ecumenical partnership for some years; both belong to 
the nine-denomination Consultation on Church Union. The resolution, which 
does not suggest institutional merger, declares each denomination ‘an 
authentic, faithful part of the one universal body of Christ', and brings the 
two together around a common confession of faith in Christ, mutual recognition 
of members, common celebration of the eucharist, mutual recognition and 
reconciliation of ordained ministers, and common commitment to mission. [EPS] 


International Lutheran delegation visits Israel, Territories EPS 89.03.32 
GENEVA -— A four-person delegation from the Lutheran World Federation visited 
Israel and the Occupied Territories (13-21 February) to show LWF support for a 
peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. [EPS] 


Ecumenical support cited for Siberian Lutheran work EPS 89.03.33 
GENEVA - Last November, Harald Kalnins was consecrated as bishop for the 
scattered ethnic-German Lutheran congregations in Siberia. Honouring him 
during a visit here last month, Bavarian (FRG) Lutheran Bishop Johannes 
Hanselmann, president of the Lutheran World Federation, recalled Soviet 
ecumenical support which has been an important factor in re-establishing a 
denomination for Soviet Lutherans outside the Soviet Baltic republics. ‘If we 
have been able to travel to our congregations there, to import Bibles, 
theological literature, and hymn books, if we are not looking to the training 
of pastors and the strengthening of theological education', Hanselmann said, 
'this has become possible becuase of the long-standing ecumenical commitment 
of the members of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Baptist Union, who offer 
us their services.' The re-constituted German Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
the USSR - it was dissolved during the Stalinist 1930s —- has applied to be the 
106th member of the Lutheran World Federation. [EPS] 


Denmark: official inter-—church body debated for folk church EPS 89.03.34 
COPENHAGEN - The Danish parliament now has before it a proposal to establish 
an official MInter-Church Council to handle ecumenical affairs for the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Folk Church of Denmark (ELFD), of which most Danes are at 
least nominal members. Till now, inter-church activities have been handled by 
a voluntary body, the Council on Inter-Church Relations, in cooperation with 
the ELFD bishops. Church News from Denmark reports that the proposal has 
sparked lively debate, with some maintaining ELFD cannot or should not be 
involved ecumenically. Unlike most denominations, the folk church has no 
authoritative body entitled to act on its behalf. [EPS] 


Venezuela: ecumenical Aids centre EPS 89.03.35 
CARACAS - 'Resurrexit' (Latin for resurrection) is the name of a new 
ecumenical centre here to help people with Aids and their families. It is 
operating under Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Anglican auspices. [EPS] 


Africa: continent-—wide consultation for Christian women EPS 89.03.36 
NAIROBI - The All Africa Conference of Churches has announced plans to hold a 
pan-African consultation in Benin in October to discuss socio-economic, 
political, and religious issues affecting African women. Theme of the 
gathering is to be ‘Arise, Shine, For the Light Has Come'. [EPS] 


Vatican. response to critical theologians EPS 89.03.37 
ROME - An official note in tthe Vatican daily Osservatore Romano says the 
criticisms of papal leadership made in the recent Declaration of Cologne [EPS 
89.02.20] often reflect insufficient ‘scientific rigour which all serious 
theological reflection should respect.’ It also criticizes the 'malicious and 
distressing personal attacks' in the document, which was signed by more than 
150 Roman Catholic theolgians from four European countries. The note also 
faults the theologians for 'feeding doubts and creating confusion by 
contesting' the teaching authority of the church. [EPS] 


England: parliamentary committee balking at church changes EPS 89.03.38 
LONDON - Members of the 30-member Ecclesiastical Committee of Parliament are 
balking at changes approved by the General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of 
England in February 1987. These would change the law to allow in some cases 
the ordination of a person who has divorced and remarried, or who is married 
to a divorced person. For such a change to take effect, Parliament must 
approve it, following a finding by the committee that it is expedient. The 
committee has declined to make such a finding. This led to a meeting (13 
February) between committee members and a church delegation including the two 
English Anglican primates, the archbishops of Canterbury and York. Objections 
in the committee are understood to come from, among others, those who think it 
should be harder, not easier, for divorced people to be ordained ministers. 
At least six committee members support the Church in Danger movement, launched 
last year to counter what it considers '‘'trendy' church leadership. Some 
members of the committee do not belong to the Church of England. [EPS] 


Workshop held on spirituality, struggle for racial justice EPS 89.03.39 
BALLYCASTLE (County Antrim / Northern Ireland / UK) - An international, 
ecumenical, ‘practical and action-oriented' workshop on 'spirituality and 
participation in racial justice struggles' was scheduled here (25 February-3 
March) under the auspices of the Programme to Combat Racism of the World 
Council of Churches. Aims of the gathering were to ‘affirm the theological 
and spiritual foundations of action for justice, share experiences and analyse 
racial justice struggles around the world, and reflect and discern patterns 
and examine strategies to combat’ racism.' In choosing participants, 
priorities went to ‘women under racism' and 'black and indigenous peoples 
engaged in grassroots activity for justice.' [EPS] 


Japan: Christian personalities urged to avoid funeral EPS 89.03.40 
TOKYO - Several prominent Japanese Christians, including the general 
secretaries of the National Christian Council in Japan and the Kyodan (United 
Church of Christ in Japan) urged Federal German President Richard von 
Weizsadacker, New Zealand Governor General Paul Reeves, and New Zealand Foreign 
Minister Russell Marshall to stay away from the day-long funeral ceremonies 
for Emperor Hirohito (24 February) on grounds that they give official 
endorsement to the Shinto religion and obscure the responsibility of the late 
emperor for Japanese war crimes. Reeves is an Anglican bishop, Marshall a 
Methodist minister. Von Weizsdaacker is prominent in some German church 
issues. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'The Melbourne Declaration on Religion and Peace’ EPS 89.03.41 


This is excerpted from the text issued by the Fifth Assembly of the 
Geneva-based World Conference on Religion and Peace, which met in Melbourne 
(Victoria/Australia), 21-27 January. The approximately 600 participants came 
from about 60 countries and included followers of several major world 
religions. 


... 1. We build trust through disarmament and through the strengthening of 
institutions for conflict resolution. This kind of trust implies risk and 
vulnerability, because it depends on acceptance of mutual dependence rather 
than a reliance on mutual terror. 


In the field of disarmament, however, the recent development gives us hope 
that further progress can be made by reducing intercontinental ballistic 
missiles by 50 percent; stopping all nuclear weapons tests; banning the 
production and use of biological and chemical weapons; reducing conventional 
arms and arms’ trade; and adoption of a comprehensive programme of 
disarmament, including eliminating all nuclear weapons, by the year 2000. ... 


Die We build trust through the protection and preservation of human rights 
for all peoples. This kind of trust implies responsibility, a readiness to 
be accountable for the well-being of all, particularly those who are powerless 
or marginalized in our societies. Women and children are the most vulnerable 
groups in our societies. Forced labour, drug usage, and sexual exploitation 
all provide examples of the denial and degradation of their basic human 
rights. They are the first victims of war and they constitute over 80 percent 
of the present 13.5 million refugees. ... 


Religious fanaticism and intolerance only serve further to fuel insecurities. 
These struggles threaten world security. Often conflicts have both religious 
and political components as in the Sudanese, the Afghan, the Israeli- 
Palestinian and the South African cases. We must seek non-violent resolution 
of these struggles. In this regard, we are grateful for the effective role 
played by the UN and its peace-keeping forces. We also rejoice at the 40th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and we call on our 
respective faith communities to join in this celebration. ... 


ce We build trust by the creation of economic systems that provide for and 
assure the well-being of all and that conserve and respect the ecological 
balances of nature. This kind of trust implies that we are the inheritors of 
a bountiful nature of which we are the stewards, to protect it, share it and 
pass on to our children and their children in wholeness. Economic systems 
must be measured by ethical criteria, by how justly they provide for the 
well-being of all members of society, and by how they respect and use the 
environmental base that sustains all life. ... 


4. We build trust by educating ourselves and our children for peace, and 
through the use of non-violent methods of change and conflict resolution. 
This kind of trust we see as confidence that comes when we know who we are and 
when we know others and reverence their human dignity, thereby overcoming the 
fear of the unknown, the fear of weakness, the stigma of difference. ... 


Religious communities and religious leaders can assist in global education, 
promoting positive learning experiences related to peoples of other cultures 
and other religions, in shaping their own religious curriculum, and in 
monitoring those resources that are used in their respective communities. 
They can also model patterns of behaviour that strengthen strong and loving 


family relations which provide the context for transformative social 
behaviour. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/09) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Phone/fax changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, many phone/fax numbers in 
the Geneva area are changing, with a 7 being added to the current numbers. 
The EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 1346. 
The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are unchanged 
(41 and 22 respectively). 


A situation report on the aftermath of recent typhoons in the Philippines 
(#1, 16 February); appeals for 50 000 US dollars in the wake of torrential 
rains in Zambia (20 February), and for 500 000 US dollars for rural 
rehabilitation in Uganda (20 February); and information on current projects 
of the Harare-based Ecumenical Coordination Office for Emergencies and 
Rehabilitation in Southern Africa (22 February) are available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva Am 


A report on the Australia/New Zealand/Pacific ecumenical Workshop on Worship, 
Music, and The Arts in Melbourne last month is available from WCC/RCL, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 


wcc 1989 is an _ expanded January/February issue of the WCC monthly One 
World. It reviews WCC programmes and activities since January 1988. Copies 
are available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. Besides the 
English version now available, translations are being prepared in French, 
German, and Spanish. 


Theme of the latest issue (February) of the newsletter of the WCC Refugee 
Service is ‘International Debt and Refugees’ A copy is available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, for the meeting in Moscow 16-27 July of the WCC Central 
Committee, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), are now available. 


European Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21 May): contact CEC/CCEE. 
World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, USA; 
22-31 May; deadline 28 April), and Central Committee (deadline 15 March): 
contact WCC/Communication. 
The address of WCC, CEC, and WARC is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 

EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 28 February. 


EPS copy deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS sends headlines by telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for 
full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG ma 
rk 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. : 8, 275 Swedish 


NAMIBIA CHURCH CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
ROLE AS INDEPENDENCE COMES Service 89.03.42 


GENEVA —- In a report on the church situation in Namibia as that country moves 
towards independence from South Africa, two staff members of the World Council 


of Churches see a 'clear’ desire [in Namibia] to work together as the 
ecumenical family.' 


The update on the Namibian situation was offered (21 February) by N. Barney 
Pityana, a South African who is director of the WCC Programme to Combat 
Racism, and Nora Chase, a Namibian who is deputy director of the WCC 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


Chase and Pityana say that the church in Namibia takes seriously its calling 
as ‘watchdog for justice, and agents of reconciliation', and ‘would respond 
with determination to the challenge to play a role in decision-making.' 


They say the church there looks forward to ‘working with whatever government 


is elected, to promote peace, justice, development, and the well-being of 
Namibians.' 


Of the approximately 1.2 million people in Namibia, about 95 percent are 
counted as Christians. Almost all of them belong to denominations (Lutheran, 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Reformed) which are part of the Council 
of Churches in Namibia. 


Pityana and Chase also report that church representatives are eager to know 
what is expected of the church by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in 
terms of resettling the estimated 60 000 Namibians now in exile. 


At a meeting with ecumenical partners at the end of January in Harare, Chase 
and Pityana report, ‘the churches were urged to work with other progressive 
forces in Namibia in the implementation process [for independence], especially 
in building up support for the monitoring team(s) and in coordinating 
information. 


‘They were also advised to make approaches to the non-member churches of CCN 
and to take the initiative in bringing all shades of political opinion in 
Namibia together into a common effort.' 


In a statement released at the end of the Harare meeting, the group committed 
itself to '‘conscientising the Namibian people, especially those in the rural 
areas, so that they are not misled by South African attempts to misinform the 
people or to use their power to manipulate events' in the months leading up to 
independence. 


"We pledge to our bothers and sisters awaiting their return', they add, ‘that 
we will do all in our power to make their return as untraumatic as possible in 
order that they may quickly find their rightful place in the emerging Namibian 
nation.’ 


Chase and Pityana report that the Namibians at the meeting ‘supported in 
principle the setting up of an Ecumenical Observer Team.' 


However, the Namibians ‘emphasized that there had to be clarity about the 
relationship of the group' and ‘lines of accountability and the responsibility 
or role of the Namibians in the process.' [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH LEADERS: Ecumenical Press 
WON'T OBEY FOREIGN-FUNDS BILL Service 89.03.43 


JOHANNESBURG - The Executive Committee of the South African Council of 
Churches has announced that if a proposed bill on disclosure of foreign 
funding becomes law, ‘we will be unable in conscience to obey it.' 


The committee says the bill would give the state ‘new and easier ways of 
collecting information to which it is not entitled about organizations and 
individuals.' It calls it ‘yet amother attempt by the South African 
government to prevent the legitimate organization and promotion of work in 
opposition to its apartheid policies.' 


The SACC statement notes that the bill would allow the freezing of foreign 
funds belonging to any organization in certain circumstances, ‘thus giving a 
bureaucrat the power to destroy an organization before it has been convicted 
of any offence.' 


Most of the SACC budget is covered by funds from overseas. Several 
denominations which belong to the SACC also have members in neighbouring 
countries to South Africa. 


The committee rejects ‘the arbitrary powers to be given to a government 
official to take action against people and organizations without any criteria 
against which his decisions may be measured. ... There is no innocent purpose 
to this legislation, and we call upon the South African government to withdraw 
this bill and to cease its attempts to maintain itself in power by crushing 
opposition to its policies.’ 


Currently, the receipt of money from overseas is to be reported to the South 
African reserve bank. 'Proper financial accounting', says the SACC committee, 
‘is a matter between donor and recipient, and does not require’ state 
intervention. 


Shortly after the committee meeting, the SACC delivered a detailed memo 
critiquing the bill to the South African justice minister. It includes the 
affirmation of three principles about the mission of the church: 


—~ 'It must minister to the poor and the oppressed. 


—~ 'It is theologically impossible for the church to subordinate its ministry 
to the control of the state. 


—~ 'It cannot allow its universality to be denied by division between the 
national and foreign parts of the Body of Christ.' 


The memo also says 'the church has a moral and religious obligation to respect 
and protect the confidentiality of both its donors and its beneficiaries, and 


to resist improper scrutiny and control of its work for justice by the 
authorities.’ 


In another action, the committee denounced as a ‘travesty of justice' recent 
treason convictions of three leaders of the United Democratic Front - Patrick 
Lekota, Popo Molefe, and Moss Chikane - and of SACC staff member Tom Mathatha. 


‘If opposing the apartheid regime is treasonable', the committee says, ‘then 
every form of non-violent opposition to apartheid which we ourselves adopt or 
engage in makes us equally guilty. ... It is therefore honourable to be thus 


convicted, even though it is so contrary to any understanding of truth or 
concept of justice. [EPS] 


WCC—VATICAN GROUP Ecumenical Press 
IN ANNUAL MEETING Service 89.03.44 


PARIS -— The Joint Working Group of the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches held its annual meeting at St Prix near here (4-10 
February). ) 


According to a release from the group, it considered several issues, shared 
"ecumenical information about recent events and initiatives', assessed 
"ongoing collaboration ... in different fields', and met with representatives 
of the newly-formed Council of Christian Churches in France. 


The group judged that two new Vatican texts -— a revised Ecumenical Directory 
(first published in 1967 and 1970), and the Apostolic Exhortation by the pope 
presenting the results of the 1987 Synod of Bishops on the vocation and 
mission of the laity in the church - ‘may offer new opportunities for 
collaboration' between WCC and RCC offices. 


It ‘warmly welcomed' the recent Vatican document 'The Church and Racism: 
Toward a More Fraternal Society', because ‘for many years the JWG has been 
deeply concerned to present a common witness of all churches on the crucial 
issue of racism and apartheid.’ 


It also heard a brief report on the recent WCC-sponsored visit of church 
‘ people to several world capitals to discuss issues related to South Africa 
[EPS 89,.01.43,71;.2.12]. 


A document on the ‘hierarchy of truths', the group reported, is in a ‘fairly 
advanced state of preparation'. Release of the text is projected for 1990. 


On the subject of ‘ecumenical formation', the 'final text of a document for 
theological educators and pastoral leaders is nearing completion. ' 


The first draft of a text on the ‘local and universal' church was discussed. 
Among other things, it ‘explores ... the possibilities offered by an 
ecclesiology of communion in view of giving a more adequate expression to the 
already—existing but incomplete communion as well as the concept of a growing 
communion among churches.’ 


The group said 'more work needs to be done on this subject'; a sub-group is 
to redraft the text. 


A small group of experts is to meet in July to 'try to identify the progress 
made and the fields that require more attention’ in terms of 'mixed Christian 
marriages'. 


Another small consultation is to reflect on ‘what makes certain issues, 
especially ethical issues, into divisive ones', and on how to ‘dialogue about 
them in a fruitful way.' 


JWG co-moderators are Alan Clark, bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of East 
Anglia (England), and Jacques Maury, a Reformed pastor who is the retired 
president of the Protestant Federation of France. The group includes more 
than two dozen participants. 


It is to prepare its sixth report in time for the WCC Seventh Assembly, in 
February 1991. [EPS] 


ADVENTISTS REVISE Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL POLICY Service 89.03.45 


WASHINGTON -— The Seventh-day Adventist General Conference has revised the SdA 
working policy on ‘relationships with other Christian churches and religious 


organizations’. 


First issued in 1926, the policy is meant to ‘avoid creating misunderstanding 
or friction in our relationships. ' 


The guidelines ‘recognize those agencies that lift up Christ before men as 
part of the divine plan for evangelization of the world, and we hold in high 
esteem Christian men and women in other communions who are engaged in winning 
souls to Christ.' 


In terms of contact with ‘other missionary societies and religious bodies, the 
spirit of Christian courtesy, frankness, and fairness shall prevail at all 
times.' 


Because ‘true religion is based on conscience and conviction ... no selfish 
interest or temporal advantage shall draw any person to our communion, and... 
no tie shall hold any member save the belief and conviction that in this way 
he finds true connection with Christ.' 


The policy adds that if a person changes convictions so to be no longer ‘in 
harmony with Seventh-day Adventist faith and practice, we recognize not only 
the right, but also the responsibility of the member to change religious 
affiliation in accord with belief, without opprobrium. ' 


In a sentence added in the revision, the policy continues, 'We expect other 
religious bodies to respond in the same spirit of religious liberty.' 


SdA policy about would-be Adventists who belong to other’ religious 
organizations is that before they are accepted as SdA members, ‘care shall be 
exercised to ascertain that the candidate is moved to change his religious 
affiliation by religious conviction, and out of regard to his personal 
relationship with God.' 


Omitted in the revised version is the additional clause, ‘and when possible, 
consultation shall be had with the applicant's church or mission.’ 


Also omitted are two other provisions. One says employees and former 
employees of other religious organizations 'shall not be employed by our 


church, conference/mission, or institution without preliminary consultation 
with the other organization.' 


The other says that when salaries are set, ‘local mission auditing committees 
are advised to give consideration to the salaries paid by other religious 
organizations operating in the same field.' 


The revised policy says 'a person under censure of another religious 
organization for clearly established fault in Christian morals or character 


shall not be considered eligible' for SdA membership ‘until there is evidence 
of repentance and reformation.' 


Finally, the policy rejects ‘any restriction which limits [SdA] witness to 
specified geographical areas', and, in a phrase added to the _ revision, 


‘acknowledges the rights of other religious persuasions to operate without 
geographic restrictions.' [EPS] 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM CLAUSES Ecumenical Press 
INCLUDED IN VIENNA ACCORDS Service 89.03.46 


This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. 


VIENNA - The accords signed here early this year by representatives of 35 


nations contain several provisions specifically aimed at guaranteeing 
religious freedom. 


Signers of the agreement include the United States, Canada, the Soviet Union, 
all other European nations except Albania. 


The Vienna Accords are a result of the Conference on Security and Cooperation 


in Europe, which has met periodically since the Helsinki Accords were signed 
in 1975. 


Participating countries pledged to ‘foster a climate of mutual tolerance and 
respect between believers of different communities, as well as between 
believers and non-believers.' 


The accords signed here also uphold the rights of religious communities 'to 
establish and maintain freely accessible places of worship or assembly; _ to 
organize themselves according to their own hierarchical and institutional 
structure, and to select, appoint, and replace their personnel in accordance 
with their respective requirements and standards, as well as with any freely 
accepted arrangement between them and their state.' 


Other provisions of agreement commit the countries to ‘respect the right of 
everyone to give and receive religious education in the language of his 
choice, whether individually or in association', and 'protect and create 
conditions for the promotion of the ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious 
identity of national minorities on their territory.' 


In general, signatory states pledge to 'respect the right of their citizens to 
contribute actively, individually or in association with others, to the 
promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.' [EPS] 


India: court rules mass stipend taxable EPS 89.03.47 
CANANNORE (Kerala) - A division of the Kerala High Court has ruled that a 
stipend a priest receives for celebrating mass is taxable income because as a 
result of the donation, the priest has an obligation to celebrate mass for the 
intention of the donor. [EPS] 


Australia: ecumenical council wants to talk to non-members EPS 89.03.48 
SYDNEY - The Australian Council of Churches has proposed to non-member 
denominations that they explore with it ‘appropriate relationships either 
within the existing ACC structure or within a new one'. Last month, the ACC 
reported that the Lutheran Church of Australia is the first non-member to 
reply, and that the LCA agreed to the proposed conversations. [EPS] 


Vatican advises against publication on bioethics EPS 89.03.49 
ROME -— After receiving a Vatican opinion that the proposed publication of the 
proceedings of a congress on bioethics last April would be ‘inopportune’, the 
Academia Alfonsiana, the Roman Catholic theological institute here which 
sponsored the congress, has decided not to publish them. Though Italian media 
have recently presented the case as one of censorship, institute officials say 
it was a question of administrative advice, and that the presenters at the 
congress are free to have their work published elsewhere. [EPS] 


USA: two leading hierarchs miss pan-Orthodox meeting EPS 89.03.50 

NEW YORK — According to a report from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America, two leading US Eastern Orthodox hierarchs inexplicably 
missed the recent meeting of the Standing Conference of Canonical [Eastern] 
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas. Absent were Metropolitans Theodosius and 
Philip, heads respectively of the Orthodox Church in America and the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America (a jurisdiction of 
the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch). The archdiocese is part of the 
Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate. Archbishop lakovos, head of the Greek 
archdiocese and of the conference, said the absence of the pair ‘signalled a 
serious impediment to the unity of Orthodoxy in America.' The bishops at the 
meeting decided to send three of their number to Philip and Theodosius to 
‘discuss the reasons for their absence and to inform them that SCOBA would 
continue its efforts on behalf of Orthodox unity, even in their absence.' 

Iakovos', Theodosius', and Philip's jurisdictions account for most of the 
Eastern Orthodox in North America. Philip has described intra—Orthodox 
relations in North America as ‘at their lowest ebb' [EPS 88.11.42]. He cites 
in particular instructions from Iakovos to his clergy not to take part in 
liturgies with some priests of Philip's archdiocese. [EPS] 


USA: dialling for churchgoers EPS 89.03.51 
LOS ANGELES - Time magazine reports on a growing service in the United States 
whereby people are canvassed at random by telephone to invite them to 
worship. It quotes Norman Whan, a Quaker, who runs Church Growth Development 
International, based here. Says Whan: ‘When you ask 20 000 people, you can 
get at least 200 to do anything.' And, he observes, ‘Most ministries realize 
how to reach rural people, but there are millions in cities, in high-rises and 
behind gates.' He says that about 10 percent of those dialled seem mildly 
interested in going to church; after follow-up letters and calls, about one 
percent of them end up visiting worship services. Whan says his goal is to 
phone every household in North America each year with a personal invitation to 
go to church. Given enough callers, ‘it literally could be done in three 
hours', Whan says. [EPS] 


USSR: church involved in Russian cultural revival EPS 89.03.52 
MOSCOW - According to a report from the New York Times, the Russian Orthodox 
Church is involved in a pre-revolutionary Russian cultural revival in the 
Soviet Union. The newspaper reports that about 3000 people attended a recent 
meeting on the subject in a hockey arena. The gathering, co-sponsored by the 
church with the Independent Russian Cultural Fund, included three church 
choirs and a prayer and benediction by Metropolitan Yuvenali. ‘Such meetings 
at the ice hockey arena over the last few weeks', the Times reports ‘have 
drawn ever larger throngs of Russians craving a reaffirmation of their own 
culture. The meetings have also sent a faint shudder of alarm through 
Moscow's liberal intellecutals, who fear that Russian nostalgia is fertile 
ground for a campaign of intolerance.' [EPS] 


Italy: conference on angels set EPS 89.03.53 

ROME - The Italian Roman Catholic weekly Prospettive nel Mondo planned a 
conference here this month to ‘study the influence angels have on the lives of 
human beings', and why most Italians don't believe in them any more. 
According to a poll the publication took, only 8 percent of Italians believe 


that there are guardian angels, and only 2 percent regularly invoke their 
protection. [EPS] 


Hungary: multi-religious radio broadcast EPS 89.03.54 
BUDAPEST - Hungarians can now hear a multi-religious, 30-minute, news 
magazine, ‘Religious World View', on Hungarian National Radio. [EPS] 


Council of Churches in Estonia formed EPS 89.03.55 
TALLINN —- A Council of Churches in Estonia was formally founded at the Eastern 
Orthodox convent in Kuremaée here. Council membership includes the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Estonia (the largest denomination in Soviet Estonia), 
Tallinn Diocese of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church, Methodist Church of 
Estonia, Evangelical Christian Baptist Churches in Estonia, and Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Estonia. [EPS] 


Southern African Methodists now have bishops EPS 89.03.56 
QUEENSTOWN (South Africa) - The Annual Conference of the Methodist Church in 
Southern Africa has decided the chairs of MCSA districts are to be called 
bishops. The MCSA president becomes the MCSA presiding bishop. According to 
an MCSA report, the title change is ‘functional and descriptive' and ‘does not 
imply that episcopacy is essential to the apostolicity of the church, or that 
the legitimacy of the ordained ministry depends upon the episcopate.' [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Black US Church Leaders Speak on Apartheid' EPS 89.03.57 


This is excerpted from a statement by leaders of seven predominantly black US 
denominations following a meeting in Washington (10-11 January; EPS 89.01.43). 


Signers are President Fred Lofton, Progressive National Baptist Convention; 
President-Bishop Ruben Speaks, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; 
‘ President-Bishop Cornelius Thomas, African Methodist Episcopal Church; 
Presiding Bishop J.0. Patterson, [Pentecostal] Church of God in Christ; 
Bishop and Ecumenical Officer Richard Bass, Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church; President E. Edward Jones, National Baptist Convention of America; 
and President Theodore Jemison, National Baptist Convention. 


Lofton and Speaks are co-—chairing a steering committee set up to coordinate a 
12-point action initiative, including a day of prayer and fasting next 26 May. 
The committee is to meet 14 March in Memphis (Tennessee). . 


We, the leaders of the historic black churches in America, representing over 
19 million members, are hereby joined in solidarity with our South African 
brothers and sisters against the system of apartheid in South Africa, and 
human oppression around the world. 


The eradication of apartheid is more than just a South Africa problem. It is 
a challenge to Christian ethics and democratic principles and to people of 
good will everywhere. As Martin Luther King said, 'None are free until all 
are free!' 


The intensifying brutality of the Pretoria regime, death and detention of 
children, attacks against the churches and church leaders, and the war against 
South Africa's neighbours compel us to speak out in one united voice for an 
end to the pain being inflicted upon our sisters and brothers. 


As people who have lived our daily lives in the presence of racism, as a 
people who have known the ravages of slavery and bondage, we can do no less 
than covenant ourselves — our time and our energy, to bring about the ending 
of the pain and suffering of our sisters and brothers in Southern Africa. 


We do not work against racism because we are black people who are directly 
affected, but because Jesus Christ is Lord and all people are called to a life 
abundant, full, and free. 


We have come together to launch a Black Church Action Initiative to mobilize, 
educate, and motivate our 19 million members across the country in a concerted 
campaign to end US support for apartheid. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Korean Christian Women on Death of Emperor’ EPS 89.03.58 


This statement was released in connection with the death of Japanese Emperor 
Hirohito [EPS 89.01.68,78; 02.01,44; 3.40] on behalf of Mothers Union of the 
Anglican Church in Korea, Korean Methodist Women's Society for Christian 
Service, Korean United Lutheran Women, Salvation Army Women's Organization in 
Korea, National Organization of the Korean Presbyterian Women, National Church 
Women's Association of the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea, and 
Korean Evangelical Church Women United. 


Since it was our nation that was most seriously damaged of all the countries 
victimized by World War II, we cannot suppress our anger over the absurd - 
remark by Japanese Prime Minister Takeshita ... that ‘the emperor of Japan had 
no responsibility for the war.' We believe that the Japanese government is 
using the opportunity of the emperor's death to try to evade responsibility 
for the past war. 


Furthermore, ... because it was a war in which all the Japanese citizens 
participated in the name of the emperor, all the Japanese people should take 
this opportunity of the emperor's death to honestly admit and apologize for 
their past historical crime, and immediately stop their deceptive acts 
portraying war criminals as peace-movement leaders. 


The Japanese imperialists, having accomplished the forced annexation of Korea 
to Japan in 1910, used military rule by gun and sword to divide up our 
people's farm lands as they liked, handing them over to the Japanese 
governor-general of Chosun; the flow of enormous quantities of food and 
minerals from Korea into Japan never stopped for a single day throughout the 
36-year rule. Towards the end of the Greater East Asian War, even rice bowls 
were confiscated for war use; they destroyed innumerable families by forcible 
drafting of Korean citizens, including many students, into the war effort. 
And if that wasn't enough, under the title of 'Jongshindae' (spiritual service 
corps), they captured and took away Korean women. ... 


One of the policies of violent exploitation used against our people in the 
later period of Japanese rule was the 'Jongshindae'; 200 000 Korean women 
were forcibly mobilized for this policy, which was first called ‘Women's 
Spiritual Patriotic Service Corps' or ‘Military Laundry Division', then later 
referred to as ‘Spiritual Service Corps'. 


Forced to have sexual relations with some 40 or 50 Japanese soldiers a day, 
they vomited blood and many died; upon the defeat of Japan it was their fate 
to be abandoned in the battlefields or massacred. In this way, made into 
sexual tools for war, our young contrywomen were miserably trampled and died; 

those still alive with their scarred bodies met a tragic fate (at Japan's 
defeat); and a few of these women still live as witnesses to history. ... 
The problem of the immediate [Korean] victims of the atomic bombings [who were 
living in Japan in 1945] is important, but now there is the additional urgent 
problem of treatment of the children and grandchildren of A-bomb victims, 


whose genetic heritage is the after-effects of the bomb - malformed and 
diseased bodies. 


Emperor Hirohito is gone, but the Jongshindae and the Korean atomic bomb 
victims live on as historical witnesses. Therefore we demand that the new 
Emperor Akihito and the Japanese people should quickly clear away the crimes 
of the past, and in addition should immediately abolish the Foreigners 


Registration Law and the Fingerprinting System, which are violating the human 
rights of Koreans today [EPS 88.06.17]. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Episcopal Letter on Ordination of Barbara Harris' EPS 89.03.59 


This letter was sent by US Anglican Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning in 
connection with the ordination of the first female Anglican bishop in a 
diocese of the Episcopal Church which Browning heads. It was sent to 
Episcopal partner churches /in the United States, co-chairs of ecumenical 
dialogues, and leaders of Christian World Communions. 


--.- For 12 years, our church has experienced the gifts of women in the 
priesthood. It is our hope, prayer, and clear expectation that we will have 
a similar experience with women in the episcopate. 


We believe that the incorporation of women in the catholic episcopate and 
priesthood as the Anglican Communion has received it, enhances the wholeness 
and the mission of the church. I pray that their inclusion will come to be 
seen as a gift to the church catholic and a contribution towards a deeper 
understanding of holy orders. 


The Episcopal Church seeks to maintain and develop the highest possible degree 
of communion with partner churches. We have taken every reasonable step. 
Within our own church, we have sought pastoral provisions for those who cannot 
accept women in the episcopate. 


Within the Anglican Communion, the archbishop of Canterbury has appointed a 
commission to prepare guidelines to enable provinces which differ on this 
issue to live together in one communion. Ecumenically, we have consulted with 
the several partner churches through official dialogues. 


We rejoice in the growth of communion in recent years with Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran, and Protestant churches. Yet the road to Christian unity 
is not a straight line. The question of women's ordination, in the form in 
which it is put today, is a new one, and is still in an early stage of 
reflection and discussion among the churches. 


Given the complexity of the process which must take place, discussion will be 
difficult and lengthy. An essential part of the process will be the experience 
of a more active participation by women in the life and mission of the 
Christian community. 


Our ecumenical dialogues will be driven to a deeper theological seriousness as 
a result of the ordination of women to the episcopate. In dialogues with 
churches that maintain the historic episcopate, we should concentrate on the 
serious theological reasons for opening the historic episcopate to women. In 
dialogues with churches that do not claim to have the historic episcopate, we 
should show how teaching about the catholic episcopate is compatible with the 
ordination of women. 


At this moment, our action brings rejoicing to some and anguish to others. 
The Lambeth Conference [of Anglican bishops last year; EPS 88.08.01,21] spoke 
directly to this situation when it resolved, 'The church needs to exercise 
sensitivity, patience, and pastoral care towards all concerned.’ 


We remember, too, that within the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, 
some suffer pain because women are excluded from the episcopate and 
priesthood, and others suffer pain because they see ordination of women as a 
violation of God's will. 


I ask that we enter into one another's pain so that the fellowship of 
suffering may become, together with the fellowship of rejoicing, a sign of our 
deeper communion and a witness to the healing of the nations. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Human-Rights Intervention on Malaysia, Singapore' EPS 89.03.60 


This is excerpted from an oral intervention on behalf of the World Council of 
Churches presented during the 45th session (Geneva, 30 January-10 March) of 
the UN Commission on Human Rights. On the agenda at the time was "human 
rights of all persons subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment, in 
particular torture; enforced and involuntary disappearance. 


... Governments in several countries continue to resort to administrative or 
preventive detention measures aS 4 political weapon for silencing social 
critics and political opponents. ... During the past year some states appear 
to have actually reinforced their determination to employ such administrative 
detention measures aS an integral aspect of their governance by adopting 
legislative and constitutional amendments that expand the discretionary powers 
of executive authorities and further restrict access to legal protection by 
those subjected to arbitrary detention. ... 


A case in point ... is ... Malaysia. At the end of 1987, the Malaysian 
authorities invoked the Internal Security Act (ISA) in arbitrarily arresting 
119 persons. Many of those detained were members of parliament, but the 
majority were drawn from a wide range of church, environmental, trade union 
and professional organizations. 


All were detained as a result of their involvement in legitimate, non-violent 
social activities, and in some cases solely on the basis of their personal 
religious beliefs. They were held incommunicado and interrogated for two 
months, during which time several allege they were beaten and subjected to 
other forms of cruel and degrading treatment. 


Although most of the ... detainees have now been conditionally released, they 
continue to have restrictions applied to their freedoms of expression, 
association and movement. 


None of the Malaysian detainees were ever formally charged or brought to trial 
before a court of law. It is therefore even more disturbing that, despite the 
extensive discretionary powers already available to it through its 
administrative detention laws on the one hand, and the international effort to 
establish reasonable and humane standards for detention and the protection of 
prisoners on the other, the Malaysian authorities have moved to further 
entrench the arbitrary character of the ISA. 


In July 1988, legislative amendments were adopted by the Malaysian government 
which eliminated the right of ISA detainees to seek protection or effective 
remedy of abuse through application for a writ of habeas corpus. 


Similar developments have occurred in Singapore, where the government 
continues to use administrative detention measures against political 
opposition leaders and non-violent social critics, many of whom are church 
workers. Detainees have been subject to arbitrary arrest, incommunicado 
detention, and torture, and denied access to judicial appeal. 


Indeed, the arbitrary character of such administrative detention measures is 
epitomized by the case of Mr Chia Thye Poh, who has been held continuously 
without charge or trial under Singapore's Internal Security Act since 1966. 


Mr Chia Thye Poh has twice attempted to challenge his imprisonment by writs of 
habeas corpus, but on each occasion his application was rejected. In December 
1988, the Singapore authorities also announced their intention of withdrawing 


access to habeas corpus proceedings for prisoners held under administrative 
detention orders. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Human-Rights Intervention on Philippines, Peru' EPS 89.03.61 


This is excerpted from an oral intervention on behalf of the World Council of 
Churches presented during the 45th session (Geneva, 30 January-10 March) of 
the UN Commission on Human Rights. On the agenda at the time was "human 
rights of all persons subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment, in 
particular torture; enforced and involuntary disappearance. 


--- We believe ... incommunicado detention provisions ... offer not only an 
occasion for torture, but actually facilitate the use of torture. In some 
States, particularly those coping with insurgencies, administrative detention 
does not occur so much through the use of formal legal instruments but as a 
regular, officially sanctioned military practice. As pointed out in the 
excellent report of the Special Rapporteur on Torture (23 January 1989), such 
circumstances often reveal ‘a pattern of routinely practised torture’. 


--- In our view, such a situation currently obtains in the Philippines. 
According to reliable and consistent reports from church and human-rights 
groups in that country, a widespread pattern of torture has re-emerged since 
1987. By the end of 1987 some 1,463 complaints of torture had been filed with 
the Philippines Commission on Human Rights. 


Reported incidents have continued at [this] rate during the past year, 
resulting in a situation in which torture is alleged to have occurred in 
almost one out of every four cases of political arrest. Methods of torture 
have included, among others, beatings, electric shocks, stabbings, suffocation 
with plastic bags or water, and sexual abuse. 


The case of Noel Villalba [EPS 88.07.70] is illustrative. Formerly director 
of the Ecumenical Centre for Development in the Philippines, Villalba was 
abducted near his home by military agents on 27 June 1988 and held 
incommunicado until 5 July 1988. During this time Villalba was held in 
solitary confinement and subjected to water torture and beatings severe enough 
to cause broken bones. 


-.. We wish to express our deep appreciation for the work of the continuing 
efforts of the Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances, as 
reflected in its report (18 January 1989). We note with dismay that 
significant increases are reported for 1988 with respect to both the number of 
countries in which disappearances occurred and the number of individual 
victims. 


Although cases of disappearance were documented in some 42 countries, fully 90 
percent of the cases reported by the Working Group came from five countries: 
Peru, Colombia, Guatemala, El Salvador and the Philippines. As in 1987, the 
situation appears most grave in Peru, with 170 cases reported. 


In Peru, where the government has been democratically elected, disappearances 
are due to two main factors: a guerilla movement which practises terrorism, 
and a counter-insurgency strategy applied by the security forces which are 
exercising power in some regions by declaring emergency law and suspending all 
civil rights. 


We would again refer with particular concern to the situation in the 
Philippines, where the number of victims of disappearance almost doubled in 
1988 over the record of the previous year. We are alarmed that virtually all 
of the 100 cases of disappearance reported by church groups in the Philippines 
during 1988 involved members of legal non-governmental organizations, 
primarily church and human rights groups and peasant and trade union 
organizations, which have been repeatedly and publicly threatened by military 
authorities. ... [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 89.03.62 


Debra Sheriff is the new associate ecumenical officer of the [US] Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). Most recently director of church relations at 
Phillips University, Enid (Oklahoma), she succeeds Robert Welsh, now vice 
president at the Christian Church Foundation. Bruno Chenu is the new 
religion editor-in-chief of the French Roman Catholic newspaper La Croix. He 
succeeds Jean Potin. Wolfgang Schmidt is the new president of the Basle 
Mission. He succeeds Daniel von Allmen. 


New presidents of Latin American Evangelical Lutheran Churches’ (ELCs): 
Zenobio Cordero Quito, Bolivian ELC; Georg Metzger, ELC in Venezuela; 
José Herndn, ELC of Colombia. New bishop of the Christian Protestant 
[Lutheran] Church in Indonesia (GKPI) is R.M.G. Marbun. Oberlin Siahaan is 
the new GKPI general secretary. Joseph Bvumbwe is the new senior pastor of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi, pending election of a bishop once 
the number of pastors increases sufficiently for that. 


Patricia Rumer is the new general director of the US ecumenical organization 
Church Women United. She has been regional secretary for Latin America and 
the Caribbean for the United Church [of Christ] Board for World Ministries. 


Jonas Jonson, assistant general secretary for ecumenism at the Lutheran 
World Federation, is the new bishop of Strangnas in the Church of Sweden. 
Harold Watkins, president of the Board of Church Extension of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in North America, is the new president of the 
World Convention of Churches of Christ. 


Tapani Ruokanen resigned as editor-in-chief of the Finnish Christian 
newspaper Kotimaa to become a management executive in communication with the 
Union Bank of Finland. His successor at Kotimaa is Tuomo Korteniemi. 
Finnish tv journalist Elina Pylkkanen has received an annual award from the 
Information Centre of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland, which says 
it is ‘largely thanks to her that the views offered by the Christian faith 
have found their place among questions concerning views of life.' 


James Massey, presbyter of the [United] Church of North India, and general 
secretary of the Indian Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, is the new 
president of the Association of Christian Publishers and Booksellers in India. 


Ecumenist and hymn-writer Fred Kaan has resigned from the ministerial roster 
of the United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom. He says his future may 
lie, at least in part, ‘with the Quakers, whose clear and prophetic commitment 
to peace and peace-making has for so long attracted me.' 


Robert Pierson, 78, president of the Seventh-day Adventist General 


Conference 1966-79, died in January in Hawaii where he was interim pastor of a 
SdA congregation. 


James Forbes Jr, professor of preaching at neighbouring Union Theological 
Seminary is the new senior minister of interdenominational Riverside Church. 
The first black to hold that post, he is an ordained minister of both the 
American Baptist Churches and the [Pentecostal] Original United Holy Church 
International. He succeeds William Sloan Coffin. 


Lois Wilson, one of the seven presidents of the World Council of Churches 
and co-director of the Ecumenical Forum of Canada is one of the three 1988-89 
winners of McGreachy Senior Scholarships given by the United Church of 
Canada. Her three-year project involves work with families and Christian 


educators in assessing images of women in Bible stories, allowing a retelling 
of them for children under 10. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/10) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Phone/fax changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, many phone/fax numbers in 

the Geneva area are changing, with a 7 being added to the current numbers. 
The EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 1346. 
The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are unchanged 
(41 and 22 respectively). 


A situation report on the aftermath of recent typhoons in the Philippines 
(#1, 16 February); appeals for 50 000 US dollars in the wake of torrential 
rains in Zambia (20 February), and for 500 000 US dollars for rural 
rehabilitation in Uganda (20 February); and information on current projects 
of the Harare-based Ecumenical Coordination Office for Emergencies and 
Rehabilitation in Southern Africa (22 February) are available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


A report on the Australia/New Zealand/Pacific ecumenical Workshop on Worship, 
Music, and The Arts in Melbourne last month is available from WCC/RCL, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 


wcoc 1989 is an expanded January/February issue of the WCC monthly One 
World. It reviews WCC programmes and activities since January 1988. Copies 
are available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. Besides the 
English version now available, translations are being prepared in French, 
German, and Spanish. 


Theme of the latest issue (February) of the newsletter of the WCC Refugee 
Service is ‘International Debt and Refugees’. A copy is available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, for the meeting in Moscow 16-27 July of the WCC Central 
Committee, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), are now available. 


European Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21 May): contact CEC/CCEE. 
World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, USA; 
22-31 May; deadline 28 April), and WCC Central Committee (deadline 15 
March): contact WCC/Communication. 
The address of WCC, CEC, and WARC is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 

EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 7 March. 


The next EPS copy deadlines are Tuesday, 21 March, Wednesday, 5 April, and 
subsequent Mondays —- all at 9h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS sends headlines by telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for 
full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


EVANGELICAL, WCC REPS JOIN Ecumenical Press 


IN EVANGELISM CONSULTATION Service 89.03.63 
STUTTGART - For the first time, official representatives of the Lausanne 


Committee for World Evangelization, World Evangelical Fellowship, and World 
Council of Churches have met together to discuss evangelism and the attitude 
of the organizations towards each other (here, 20-24 February). 


The consultation did not issue a statement, nor was a list of names of 
participants released. Though segments of the WCC membership describe 
themselves as evangelical, WEF and LCWE are explicitly evangelical 
organizations, and have been critical of WCC approaches to evangelism and 
other aspects of church life. 


The gathering was convened and chaired by Walter Arnold, executive secretary 
for missions and ecumenical relations of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Wiirttemberg (Federal Germany), and David Gitari, bishop of the Diocese of 
Mount Kenya East in the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya. 


Arnold is a member of the WCC Central Committee. His denomination supports 
both the WCC and more strictly evangelical organizations. Until 1986, 
Gitari, vice-moderator of the WCC Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism, chaired the WEF theological commission. 


In a brief written comment afterwards, Gitari and Arnold said the meeting 
was ‘conducted in a spirit of love and understanding, even though there were 
at times disagreements on theological and methodological issues. There was 
a stimulating discussion regarding commitment to the cause of world 
evangelization. 


‘All participants expressed their gratitude for the opportunity of sharing 
together their convictions regarding evangelism. The effort was to hear 
each other in honesty and sensitivity.' 


Representatives of each organization made presentations on '‘'the nature and 
practice of evangelism — how we perceive it and how we go about it'. 


Gitari and Arnold said ‘hope was expressed to continue further discussions' 
after the WCC World Conference on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio 
(Texas/USA) in May and the LCWE world gathering in Manila in July. 


The 21 participants spent their mornings studying the New Testament book of 
Ephesians and worshipping together. Bible study was led by Vinay Samuel, a 
parish pastor in the [United] Church of South India, and general secretary 
of the Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican Communion. 


One of the participants, Eugene Stockwell, WCC director for world mission 
and evangelism, saw the first importance of the meeting in the fact that it 
took place at all. He said there was ‘very frank sharing of [theological 
and practical] points of difference' on evangelism. But, he observed, ‘what 
unites us is greater than what divides us' - ‘commitment to Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour.' ; 


Asked for examples of some differences, Stockwell said evangelical critics 
of the WCC sometimes accuse it of giving too much attention to social, 
economic, and political matters ‘instead of a clear call to biblical 
evangelism, as they would put it.' On the other hand, he said, while 
affirming the authority of the Bible, some in the WCC constituency would not 
want to use words such as ‘infallible’ or 'inerrant' to describe it. [EPS] 


COMMISSION ON ORTHODOX UNITY Ecumenical Press 
ESTABLISHED FOR NORTH AMERICA Service 89.03.64 


NEW YORK - Two of the three main Eastern Orthodox jurisdictions in North 
America are setting up a Commission on Orthodox Unity for ‘all [such 
jurisdictions] ... who wish to participate.' 


The announcement came in a joint lenten letter from Metropolitan Theodosius of 
the Orthodox Church in America and Metropolitan Philip of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. OCA is autocephalous 
(independent); AOCANA is a unit of the Damascus-based Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch. 


Last month, the two primates did not attend a meeting of the Standing 
Conference of Canonical [Eastern] Orthodox Bishops in the Americas [EPS 
89.03.50]. It is chaired by Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the largest North 
American Eastern Orthodox jurisdiction, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America (part of the Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate). 


Last November, Philip described SCOBA as ‘almost dead', and regional 
intra-Orthodox relations as ‘at their lowest ebb' [EPS 88.11.42]. Iakovos 
called the absence of Philip and Theodosius ‘a serious impediment’ to unity. 
SCOBA sent three bishops to the missing metropolitans to tell them it will 
‘continue its efforts on behalf of Orthodox unity, even in their absence.' 


Most North American Eastern Orthodox belong to one of several geographically 
overlapping jurisdictions which reflect particular ethnic backgrounds. Though 
its membership is predominantly Russian in background, OCA includes Bulgarian, 
Albanian, and Romanian dioceses, plus notable numbers of indigenous Alaskans, 
and people of other ethnic heritages who entered Orthodoxy as adults. 


AOCANA members are predominantly Middle Eastern in background, though it also 
includes several ‘western rite' parishes (whose worship forms resemble those 
of Anglicans). In recent years, it has also accepted clergy and parishes of 
evangelical origin. A Iakovos letter forbidding joint liturgical celebrations 
with the former evangelical AOCANA priests has been a source of tension 
between the Antiochian and Greek archdioceses. 


The Philip-Theodosius letter recalls a 1987 proposal by Theodosius that the 
mother churches of the various North American jurisdictions grant them 
independence with the expectation that they 'get together and form one ... 
autocephalous church for ... North America. Then all the bishops, priests, 
and lay people would come together and elect a patriarch.' 


The two primates observe that ‘it is no secret that Orthodox jurisdictions in 
this ... hemisphere have developed attitudes and positions which have become 
an excuse to circumvent unity. Sometimes the excuse is the differences in 
liturgical style, sometimes language, sometimes ethnic traditions; these 
excuses cannot be accepted as valid reasons to divide the one true church. 


"Indeed', they add, ‘such variations have always had their place within the 
common Orthodox tradition. They must - and easily can - be maintained within 
a unified church. ‘It is when they are used as divisve arguments that they 


serve as excuses to maintain the status quo in which we have buried ourselves 
over these years. We can wait no longer!' 


The two urge 'bishops, clergy, and laity of all Orthodox jurisdictions to join 
us, to the measure of their ability, in our initiative. We know that many of 
them are no less committed than we are to the cause of unity.' [EPS] 


GULF CHRISTIANS Ecumenical Press 
HOLD CONFERENCE Service 89.03.65 


LARNACA (Cyprus) - About 50 representatives of 11 denominations attended the 
third Gulf Churches Conference (here, 27 February-4 March). Conference 
worship centred on the eucharist, and speakers related topics to the life of 
Christians in an overwhelmingly Muslim environment. 


Kenneth Bailey, a US scholar based in the Middle East, focused on Jesus 
interpreting his own cross. Michael Nazir-Ali, a bishop of the [United] 
Church of Pakistan who is assistant to [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie on inter-faith matters, traced Christian mission in the Islamic 
world from the seventh century to the present. 


Christ in culture was underscored in the presentation by John Brown, bishop of 
the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church in 
Jerusalem and the Middle East. He cited the example of the consecration in 
the United States last month of Barbara Harris as the first female Anglican 
bishop in the world [EPS 89.02.26] as an example of cultural rather than 
purely theological factors playing a role in some situations. 


Jerry Zandstra, an ordained minister of the National Evangelical [Reformed] 
Church of Kuwait, discussed marriage counselling in a region where foreign 
workers are often separated from spouses or required to remain unmarried. 


Conference participants pledged support to the Gulf Churches Study Centre 
which opened in Bahrain last year. They asked for more Gulfwide studies and 
discussions at the centre, expressing willingness to support them with funds. 
The centre, headed by Anglican priest T. Ian Young, who is also Gulf liaison 
officer of the Middle East Council of Churches, operates under Anglican, 
Reformed, and MECC auspices. 


Young, who organized the conference, said it is clear that Gulf church leaders 
‘feel the need to better understand the environment in which they're living, 
to deepen their own spirituality and growth together, and to share experiences 
with other Christians working in the Middle East.' He saw the centre as 
becoming ‘an important focal point for Gulf Christians of quite divergent 
traditions'. 


The ecumenical spread at this conference was the broadest to date, including 
Anglican, United (Pakistan, South India), Oriental Orthodox (Coptic, Syrian) 
Pentecostal, Lutheran, Independent (Mar Thoma), Reformed (including 
Presbyterian), and Roman Catholic. Previous such meetings were in Cyrpus in 
1984 and 1986. The next is scheduled for 1991. 


Unlike the rest of the Middle East, where Christians have been indigenous 
since ancient times, in the countries on the western shore of the (Persian) 
Gulf, the Christian population is composed entirely of migrant workers and 
their families. In some countries there, church buildings are illegal and 
Christian worship officially forbidden. [EPS] 


Belgium: exploratory meeting on council of churches EPS 89.03.66 
TOURNAI ~ Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, United, and Anglican 
representatives attended a meeting here last month to dicuss possibly forming 
‘a national ecumenical council. Most Belgians are Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


France: 200th anniversary of first Reformed worship in Paris EPS 89.03.67 
PARIS — A special service to mark the 200th anniversary of the first Reformed 
liturgy celebrated here is scheduled for 7 June. [EPS] 


US government says no religious prisoners left in USSR EPS 89.03.68 © 
WASHINGTON -— At a briefing here, representatives of the US State Department 
said there are no more people in prison in the Soviet Union because of their 


religious convictions. [EPS] 


Ecumenical appeal for 5.2 million US dollars for Sudan EPS 89.03.69 
GENEVA - The World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation are 
jointly appealing for 5.2 million US dollars to aid famine and civil-war 
victims in southern Sudan. [EPS] 


African Lutherans discuss role of women in media EPS 89.03.70 
NAIROBI — Two dozen Lutheran women from 10 African countries met (here, 12-21 
February) to discuss the role of women in media. [EPS] 


Poland: new Protestant magazine launched EPS 89.03.71 
WARSAW — A new church monthly, Protestant Review - Word and Thought, has been 
launched in Poland by the Polish Protestant Society. It emphasizes the 
Protestant presence in Poland, where most people are Roman Catholics. Its 
initial print run was 5000. [EPS] 


Chile: church human-rights group refuses to turn over records EPS 89.03.72 
SANTIAGO - Sergio Valech Aldunate, the bishop who directs the Vicariat of 
Solidarity, the human-rights agency of the Roman Catholic archdiocese here, is 
refusing the order of a military tribunal to turn over medical records from a 
vicariat clinic. Valech says the order is unethical. He risks imprisonment 
for his stand. The case stems from treatment the clinic gave to a person in 
1986 who was later arrested in connection with the shooting to death of a 
police officer. [EPS] 


Nigerian president says Islam won't be national religion EPS 89.03.73 
LAGOS — In a message to the Roman Catholic bishops of Nigeria, Nigerian 
President Ibrahim Babangida assured them that Islam is not to become the state 
religion in Nigeria. Some Christians have worried that in the constitutional 
revision now being prepared, Islam will be given some sort of official 
status. Though the figures are disputed, the number of Christians and Muslims 
among the the 100 million Nigerians is roughly equal. [EPS] 


Zaire: RC bishops offer reflections on society EPS 89.03.74 

KINSHASA - According to a report in the Belgian daily Het Volk, the Roman 
Catholic bishops of Zaire have prepared a yet-to-be published reflection on 
"the Christian and the development of the nation'. Among other things, the 
bishops consider the moral decline of the country; problems in education, 
health, and communication; and the exodus of people from rural areas. They 


call for a political will on the part of the national leadership to improve 
the situation. [EPS] 


Southeast Asia: ‘surge of spiritual fervour' seen problematic EPS 89.03.75 

SINGAPORE - The International Herald Tribune reports (1 March) that a ‘surge 
of spiritual fervour in Southeast Asia is fracturing long-established 
religions, and creating conditions for conflict, government officials and 
relligous leaders in the region warn.' In multi-racial Malaysia and 
Singapore, it notes, ‘one trend that worries officials ... is that ethnic 
Chinese are being attracted in increasing numbers fo Christianity while Malays 
adhere to Islam.' A government survey shows that the proportion of Christians 
among the 2.6 million Singaporeans has risen from 10 to 18 percent since 
1980. Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew notes a trend ‘more towards 
intensely-held exclusive beliefs than towards tolerant co-existence'. He said 


his government is considering setting up a council to promote inter-faith 
harmony. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC UN Human-Rights Intervention on Philippines’ EPS 89.03.76 


This is taken from an oral intervention on behalf of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches at the 
45th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, 30 January-10 
March). The agenda item was ‘violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world' and ‘study of situations which appear to 
reveal a consistent pattern of gross violations of human rights.' 


... During last year's session of the commission, we expressed our concern 
about the deterioration of human rights in the Philippines. In particular, 
we made reference to the rampant violations committed by armed ‘vigilante 
groups' which were authorized by the national government and often directed 
by local military authorities. 


While we are pleased to note that the Philippines government has commenced, 
since July 1988, the disbanding of these groups, we continue to be concerned 
that the fundamental orientation of the government's counter-insurgency 
strategy remains unchanged and continues to result in widespread violations 
of human rights. 


We also note, with anxiety, that a new para-military structure has been 
established by the government which appears to incorporate many of the 
members and functions of the ‘vigilante groups' and the notorious Civilian 
Home Defence Force. 


During 1988, violations of fundamental human rights in the Philippines 
continued to occur throughout the year and in all regions of the country. 
In some categories of abuse, these violations reached unprecedented levels. 


Government agents continued to practise arbitrary arrest and incommunicado 
detention, and the use of torture appears to have become a prevalent feature 
of such detention. Particularly alarming during the past year have been the 
significant increases in the reported incidences of involuntary 
disappearance and summary execution. 


The perpetrators of these violations have been identified, almost 
invariably, as members of military units or para-military groups. In a 
great many cases, the victims of these violations were active members of 
legal non-governmental organizations, such as church and human rights groups 
or peasant and trade union organizations, which have advocated social reform 
or otherwise expressed criticism of government policies. 


The Task Force Detainees, the human rights commission of the Association of 
Major Religious Superiors of the Philippines, has _ concluded: ‘The 
intolerance of the government, particularly its military establishment, as 
regards political pluralism and openness, has resulted in a chilling 
crackdown against perceived enemies of the state.' 


Serious human-rights violations have also continued to result from 
indiscriminate military attacks upon civilian populations. There have been 
numerous instances of indiscriminate artillery and aerial bombing, 
particularly in areas occupied by tribal peoples. 


During the first six months of 1988, 75 people were reportedly killed in 19 
such assaults on rural villages and civilian groups. According to the 
Ecumenical Movement for Justice and Peace, one of our partner agencies in 
the Philippines, these military operations had resulted in the dislocation 
of more than 180,000 civilians between January and August 1988. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC UN Human-Rights Intervention on El Salvador' EPS 89.03.77 


This is taken from an oral intervention on behalf of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches at the 
45th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, 30 January-—10 
March). The agenda item was ‘violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world' and ‘study of situations which appear to 
reveal a consistent pattern of gross violations of human rights.' 


... El Salvador has long been a country of special concern for the World 
Council of Churches. 1988 saw a drastic and deeply disturbing increase in 
the level of human rights abuse. 


In fact it is similar to the worst period of 1980-82. These increases are 
ably detailed by the UN Special Rapporteur Professor Pastor Ridruejo, and we 
thank him for his essential work. He reports on 122 cases of summary 
execution on which the Salvadorean Government itself reported. 


Summary executions are on the increase in El Salvador. There were many 
massacres in 1988. For example, we have extensive documentation on two 
government-engineered massacres - ‘Le massacre de Tepemechin' in February 
1988 and 'Le Massacre de San Sebastian' in September. 


Again in 1988 we found the State in El Salvador responsible for the death of 
an innocent foreign national - in this case swiss theologian Jurg Weiss, 
killed along with two Salvadoreans, Mauricio Mendez and Carlos Linares, in 
August 1988. 


An investigatory team from Europe found that the military was responsible 
for torturing and murdering Weiss, and for attempting to cover up and 
withhold information from those who sought the truth. 


Not unexpected, but nonetheless deeply disturbing, was the formation at the 
end of 1988 of three new ‘death squads' -— formed with the express goal of 
killing trade unionists and persons espousing left-leaning policies, as well 
as their families. 


These groups are responsible for bombing the Lutheran Church in San Salvador 
last December, as well as the offices of the National Union of Salvadorean 
Workers just a couple of weeks ago. 


In this atmosphere the military and the police continue, with impunity, to 
torture, disappear, and otherwise degrade innocent civilians. 


We are conscious of the fact that the [anti-government] FMLN is responsible 
for human rights violations. At the same time, it began an attempt to 
negotiate with the government towards a peaceful solution to the conflict. 
Response to this initiative has been slow in coming, and in the meantime 
government-sponsored violations continue apace. 


The current policies of the Salvadorean government have nothing to do with 
the protection and promotion of human rights and little if anything to do 


with plans for peace and reconciliation as envisioned under the Esquipulas 
II peace plan. 


We call on this commission to extend the mandate of the special rapporteur. 
We call on the government of El Salvador to report on how it has implemented 
the recommendations of the special rapporteur as well as to assist the UN 
Working Group on Summary Executions. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Asian Ecumenical Statement on Death of Hirohito' EPS 89.03.78 


This text was released by the Christian Conference of Asia just before the 
funeral last month for the late Japanese Emperor Hirohito (Showa Tenno). 


We extend our sincere condolences to the imperial family on the occasion of 
the death and the funeral of Showa Tenno. 


That the funeral will be attended by an unprecedented number of foreign 
dignitaries signifies the influence which Japan as a nation commands in the 
international community. 


It might be an expression of the affection many people around the world feel 
for the person of Hirohito Tenno. 


However, we wish to remind the Japanese people in places of authority that the 
passing of the old and the coming of the new tenno could be an occasion to 
bring for a renewed conviction on the part of the majority of Japanese people 
to uphold constitutional monarchy. 


With this concern in mind we express our disappointment over the decision of 
the Japanese authorities to conduct the funeral rite in a manner which may be 
deemed religiously sectarian. 


We regret very much that we feel constrained to bring our concerns at a solemn 
occasion such as this. 


However, we with many Asian people feel compelled to express our dismay that 
the present leadership of the Japanese government is oblivious to the unjust 
historical relationship between Japan and the rest of Asia. 


Many injustices were committed in the name of Tenno. 


After some reflection and dialogues we have reached a general consensus that 
what actually mattered was not so much Tenno as a person but the modern Tenno 
system which was provided and abused as an ideological basis for Japanese 
imperialism. 


We want to believe that the leaders of the Japanese government and society are 
resolved that such mistakes should never happen again. 


But the recent experience causes us to be alarmed about the re-emergence of an 
unrepentant spirit of the Tenno system. 


This involves text-book issues [that is, how Japanese history will be 
presented to school children], the Yasukuni shrine [in terms of the state role 
in connection with this Shinto place], alien registration and finger—printing 
issues [which are particularly offensive to ethnic Koreans in Japan], the 
government-sponsored Shinto [funeral] rite and Tenno's enthronement [as a 
Shinto god] and funeral, and the escalated armament of the so-called ‘defence 
force’. 


We are aware of the positions taken and the views expressed by the Christian 
communities in Japan regarding the implication of the historical and present 
reality of the Tenno system as it affects the Japanese people and their 
relationship with the people of Asia [EPS 89.01.68,78; 02.01,44; 03.40,58]. 


At this time, we reaffirm our solidarity with them, and hope their sincere 
concern will be heard and implemented in terms of policy change by the 
Japanese authorities. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Australian Church Statement on Science, Technology' EPS 89.03.79 


This is excerpted from a text, ‘Science, Technology, and Christian Faith", 
released last month by the following Australian church leaders: Anglican 
Archbishop John Grindrod, Assyrian Bishop Meelis Zaia, Oriental Orthodox 
(Armenian) Bishop Aghan Baliozian, Roman Catholic Archbishop Edward Cardinal 
Clancy, former Quaker Presiding Clerk Bronwen Meredith, Baptist President-— 
General Bill McFarlane, former Churches of Christ President Neil Gilmore, 
Eastern Orthodox (Greek) Archbishop Stylianos, Eastern Orthodox (Antiochian) 
Bishop Gibran, Eastern Orthodox (Romanian) Priest Gabriel Popescu, Salvation 
Army Territorial Commanders L. Roy Lovatt and Donald Campbell, and Uniting 
President Ronald Wilson. 


... Christian attitudes to science and technology betray a deep ambivalence. 


There is, for example, the approach which sees some technology as an attempt 
by human beings to play God. 


Some of us look with considerable concern at developments in the area of 
biotechnology, seeing them in some respects to interfere inappropriately with 
the very processes of human life. 


Other Christians see technology in an excessively optimistic light as a means 
of human liberation from the constraints of nature. Just as the older 
industrial technology freed at least some human beings from much of the 
oppressive drudgery of work so the new biotechnology, they believe, will free 
us from many of our biological limitations. 


Hence, it is argued, we will be able to control the processes of life itself 
and imitate the free creativity of God. 


An authentically Christian attitude must respect both the potential and the 
limitations of science and technology. The Christian cannot rule out all 
technology as an attempt by human beings to supplant God. God did not simply 
create the world and human nature and leave them be. 


In a certain sense, the work of creation is continued through the work we 
human beings do. We draw out and develop the latent potentialities of 
nature, controlling and harmonising the natural forces for humanity's benefit 


Much of this takes the form of technological advance and represents part of 
the benefit accruing to us from science. However, against the idealistic 
position mentioned above we have to insist that science and technology demand 
constant Christian scrutiny. 


The practical applications of technology are not all automatically good. We 
see no reason to believe in any kind of pre-established harmony between 
scientific and technological progress and human happiness. 


Choice is necessary. Technology makes possible many things we should never 
do. Therefore society needs moral and social criteria in the light of which 
it can say 'yes' to some technological developments and 'no' to others. 


Christians ought to play a major part in formulating those criteria so that 
science and technology are made to serve truly human purposes and to give 
glory to God. The church as a body has a strong commitment to the appropriate 
use of science and technology. The unique position of the church in society 


gives it a particular responsibility to take part in community debate wherever 
human life and values are involved. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Yorgo Lemopulo: ‘Impressions after a China Visit (I)' EPS 89.03.80 


Lemopulo is secretary for Orthodox studies and relations in the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. He was part of 
a five-—person ecumenical team which visited China earlier this year. This 


excerpt from his report refers to a visit to Christians in Shaoguan, a city in 
northern Guandgong Province. 


--- You feel somewhat uneasy when you find yourself in a Christian milieu, the 
main characteristics of which are so different from those of a Western 
Christian community. Here, to follow Christ means literally to carry a 
particularly heavy cross. Here, the faithful live and bear witness to their 
faith within a secular society. 


Here, Christians do not look at the gospel or at the ecclesial life for the 
roots of their cultural and historical identity but rather try to give new 
content and new meaning to them. Here, participation in the worship is not 
an alternative solution but an existential need and a real act of faith. 


Here, in all congregations, the majority of men and women present are newly 
converted to Christ. Here, one-third of the faithful are young, under 30. 


Discovering such a community of brothers and sisters, we ask them our first 
question: ‘Why do people in China become Christians today?' 


There is no hesitation about the answer: ‘Christian communities are mainly 
composed of (a) those who are looking for the truth; (b) those who bear heavy 
burdens in their lives and who are condemned to live their difficulties 
alone; and (c) those who are in or are constantly pushed to the margin of a 
merciless society.' 


Looking at our brothers and sisters and hearing their stories, we can deepen 
this answer. A great number of young people, tired of the endless and 
sterile ideological discussion, satisfy their thirst with the fresh water of 
the evangelical truth (cf. John 6:35). 


Almost half of the choir is composed of blind men and women; the church is 
the only place where they can live with their physical handicap, they can 
transform it into diakonia and feel somehow active members of a community. 


Many widows and orphans confess that their only family is the Christian 
community, the community that offered them the experience of family life. 
The personal stories of many brothers and sisters are deeply touching ones. 


In such a context it is not necessary to look for organized evangelism, to 
seek particular methods or ways of proclaiming the gospel. Every person and 
the community in its entirety bear witness to their faith and proclaim the 
evangelical truth through their lives. 


There are evangelists and preachers who are doing excellent work. There are 
meetings in ‘house churches'. There are Bible-study circles and Bible-study 
leaders. There are some timid efforts to promote Christian literature. 


But nothing can replace the strength of the proclamation and witness offered 
by the community, sharing in faith, worship, and sacraments, in personal 
experience and opening to other persons. ... 


Our first question -— and the answer given to it - verified our impression that 
we were experiencing a community life very similar to that of the early 
church. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ‘Reflections on New Soviet Religion Policy’ EPS 89.03.81 


This is excerpted from ‘Religion and Church under Perestroika', one of three 
articles by Koshy, international affairs director of the World Council of 
Churches, in the booklet "Perestroika: Some Preliminary Comments’ available 
from the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


... Is there a new understanding on the part of the Communist Party towards 
religion? What does [Soviet President Mikhail] Gorbachev mean in his 
statement ...: 'Designed to perform purely religious functions, the church 
cannot keep away from complicated problems that worry mankind, from the 
processes taking place in society'? Is there an evaluation on the part of the 
party (and the church) of the experience of churches living under socialism 
and Christians cooperating with Marxists in struggles for justice? 


The official explanation is rather simple: ‘These are all tangible results of 
new approaches of state-church relations in the conditions of perestroika and 
democratization of Soviet society. We are restoring in full measure now the 
Leninist principles of attitude to religion, church and believers. The 
attitude to the church, to the believers should be determined by the interests 
of strengthening unity of all working people, of the entire nation.' 
(Gorbachev in his statement to Orthodox church leaders). ... 


Perestroika has coincided with a period of religious revival and new religious 
debate in the Soviet Union. Christianity's success in winning so many new 
adherents vexes 'Komsomalskaya Pravda', the organ of the official youth 
organization .... It complains that ‘religious tendencies have become more 
noticeable in certain circles in Soviet society', especially among young 
people, and that 'these disturbing phenomena are reflected in literature and 
art.' 


Nostalgia for what they call the Judeo-Christian ethic appears to be leading 
some intellectuals towards religion. A writer in ‘'Literaturnaya Gazeta', the 
weekly of the Soviet writers' association, has lamented that years of 
Stalinist terror seem to have destroyed the compassion of Soviet citizens for 
the failed, the dying, the sick, and the persecuted. 


The church will definitely make use of the provision in the new law for 
charitable work which has been prohibited since 1929. What this will 
actually mean is not yet clear. But for the church this constitutes a 
restoration of a freedom. 


The proposed legal changes with regard to parishes and priests will enable 
them to undertake charitable work. If the earlier official explanation was 
that there was not need and place for such charitable work by private 
organizations in a socialist society, today the authorities seem to concede 
that it is quite natural for the church to do charitable work. 


It is believed that such freedom, even if not specifically granted, will be 
implicit. One of the theses for the Special Party Conference in June read as 
follows: ‘There is a need in the immediate future to define the legal bases 
of the activity of public organizations, voluntary societies, and amateur 
associations. There is just one political criterion here - any public 
activity that is carried out within the framework of the constitution and does 
not run counter to the development of Soviet socialist society deserves 
recognition.' ... Gorbachev went further: ‘In a law-governed state anything 
not expressly forbidden by Soviet law should be allowed.' 


The churches in Soviet Union also expect that general improvement in the legal 
system will guarantee them greater freedoms. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/David Robie: ‘The Church and Pacific Politics' EPS 89.03.82 


This item is abridged and adapted from two articles in the December issue of 
the New Zealand ecumenical monthly Accent. 


It began 16 years ago with a rather too colonial cocktail party in Vanuatu at 
the Luganville Park, known then as the 'British paddock’. Walter Lini and a 
fellow Anglican priest, John Bani, chatted with teacher Donald Kalpokas and 
found they had common ideals of shedding their country of colonialism. 


They launched the New Hebrides Cultural Association with a newspaper, New 
Hebrides Viewpoint, as their voice. Although it was at first formed mainly 
to protect the Melanesian cultural heritage, three months later it became the 
New Hebrides National Party which gave birth to the Vanua'aku Pati, arguably 
the most highly organized political movement in the South Pacific. 


The Western-educated elite in Vanuatu during the 1960s, like elsewhere in 
the Pacific, comprised mainly clergy and _ teachers. Often educated in 
Australia or New Zealand, many of this group became acutely sensitive to the 
erosion of their cultural identity through Western influence. 


At independence in 1980, Lini traded the pulpit for politics to become prime 
minister and head of a cabinet with almost half the government ministers being 
also ordained ministers - the most significant church influence in any 
government of the South Pacific. Clerics continue to play an important role 
in the Vanua'aku Pati, though not as much as in its first few years. 


Why has the church played such an important role in the development of 
politics in Vanuatu, and frequently in other parts of Melanesia as well, such 
as New Caledonia? The reason is largely because of the role of the church and 
missionaries in colonial times. It has been a less marked phenomenon in 
Polynesia where liberation and nationalist struggles have been less intense. 


In the case of Vanuatu and its struggle for independence, politics has always 
been identified with the issue of '‘'kastom' (‘traditional ways'). When any 
form of Western domination or influence was opposed, this was regarded as a 
return to kastom, even if it meant anything but the traditional way. 


The Vanua'aku Pati was founded on a church base. While the British 
authorities in the old colonial condominium supported efforts of Anglican and 
Presbyterian missionaries working directly with the local people, French 
officials concentrated their efforts in helping their own nationals and 
companies, neglecting the indigenous people. 


As a result, most of the population had close ties to the English-speaking 
mission system, becoming educated in its schools and colleges in Vanuatu and 
abroad. This network of missions provided a natural springboard for the 
development of a national political party. 


Many of early political leaders were clergy or other church leaders. When the 
largely French-speaking opposition emerged in response to the Vanua'aku Pati, 
it was supported mostly by the French government and right-wing business 
interests. Nevertheless, there was a sprinkling of francophone clergy in the 
coalition which eventually became the opposition Union of Moderate Parties. 


In the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea, the influence of the church on 
politics has not been so obvious, although a few ordained ministers have made 
their mark. One is Papua New Guinea Decentralization Minister John Momis, who 
recently attacked Australian and New Zealand 'tied aid' for Pacific nations as 
a 'backward step'. [over] 


pacific/2 


Deeply committed to national self-sufficiency, political decentralization, 
social justice, and equality, Momis leads the Melanesian Alliance Party. He 
says small island countries of the’ region need ‘small projects which help 
develop their own economies and don't create permanent requirements for more 
foreign materials, technology and manpower. ’ 


In New Caledonia, clergy, lay preachers, and teachers have also played a 
vital role in the evolution of the indigenous political parties and the 
emergence of the Kanak Socialist National Liberation Front (FLNKS). 


The president of the FLNKS and its most moderating influence is Jean-Marie 
Tjibaou, a former Roman Catholic priest. Alphonse Dianou, a leader of Kanak 
militants who was killed by French troops, trained as a priest at a Jesuit 
seminary in Fiji. 


The Roman Catholic Church in New Caledonia comprises almost entirely French 
priests with just a sprinkling of Kanaks, while the Evangelical [Reformed] 
Church draws most of its membership, including its ordained ministers, from 
the Kanaks. 


After dealing with serious social problems troubling the Kanak people as a 
result of what he saw as political injustice in New Caledonia, Tjibaou 
challenged his own role as a priest. "You cannot take up a stand for your 
brothers without questioning the structure of the official church', he says. 


After seminary training in New Caledonia, Tjibaou studied at French 
universities. He was among the first group of Kanak graduates who returned to 
New Caledonia in the early 1970s after having been exposed to both the social 
impact of the 1968 student unrest in Paris and to liberation theology. 


Before entering politics in 1977, he worked on training programmes for youth 
as well as staging the popular Melanesian 2000 Arts Festival in 1975. He has 
described this period in his life as ‘helping people to find their identity in 
today's world.' 


In Fiji, a leading Methodist clergyman, Akuila Yabaki, was initially among a 
handful of religious leaders who dared oppose the military coups in 1987. 
Now, says deposed Prime Minister Timoci Bavadra, the church in Fiji is 
becoming far more vocal in its opposition. 


Shortly after the military takeover, the involvement of former Fiji Council of 
Churches (FCC) Secretary General Tomasi Raikivi and other leading Methodists, 
drew condemnation from some sectors of the church and other clergy. (About 
half the 725 000 Fijians are Christians, most of them Methodists.) 


Yabaki, communications secretary of the Methodist Church, went so far as to 
liken the military-—backed government to the Nazi era in Germany and warned of 


the dangers of a climate of 'terror' in Fiji. He has continued to speak out 
against the government. 


Bavadra says that even in the Methodist Church, where there had been most 
Support for the current administration, there has been mounting criticism over 
the shattering consequences of the coups on Fijian life. 


In a recent conference of the Methodist Church, a motion condemning the 
‘unjustness' of the military takeover was narrowly defeated after a vigorous 


debate. Until recently, the issue would not have been raised at all at such a 
meeting. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/11) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Phone/fax changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, many phone/fax numbers in 
the Geneva area are changing, with a 7 being added to the current numbers. 
The EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 1346. 
The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are unchanged 
(41 and 22 respectively). 


A situation report on the aftermath of recent typhoons in the Philippines 
(#1, 16 February); appeals for 50 000 US dollars in the wake of torrential 
rains in Zambia (20 February), and for 500 000 US dollars for rural 
rehabilitation in Uganda (20 February); and information on current projects 
of the Harare-based Ecumenical Coordination Office for Emergencies and 
Rehabilitation in Southern Africa (22 February) are available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


A report on the Australia/New Zealand/Pacific ecumenical Workshop on Worship, 
Music, and The Arts in Melbourne last month is available from WCC/RCL, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 


wcoc 1989 is an expanded January/February issue of the WCC monthly One 
World. It reviews WCC programmes and activities since January 1988. Copies 
are available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. Besides the 
English version now available, translations are being prepared in French, 
German, and Spanish. 


Theme of the latest issue (February) of the newsletter of the WCC Refugee 
Service is ‘International Debt and Refugees’. A copy is available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. . 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), are now available. 


European Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21 May): contact CEC/CCEE. 


World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, USA; 
22-31 May): contact WCC/Communication. 


The address of WCC, CEC, and WARC is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The WCC Central Committee in Moscow next July will be covered by EPS. 


Please indicate by 1 July if you have special requirements in terms of 
deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc. 


EPS appears weekly. ‘This EPS was printed 10 March. 


Next EPS copy deadlines are Tuesday, 21 March; Wednesday, 5 April; and 
subsequent Mondays - all at 9h00 GMT. On request, EPS sends headlines by 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


PATRIARCH OUTLINES MIDDLE Ecumenical Press 
EAST ECUMENICAL APPROACH Service 89.03.83 


GENEVA - During a brief visit to the World Council of Churches (8 March), 
Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV of Antioch and All the East, offered 
his reflections on a Middle Eastern approach to ecumenism. 


Based in Damascus, Ignatios is one of the seven presidents of the WCC and one 
of the three presidents of the Middle East Council of Churches. He was in 
Switzerland for a week in connection with an ecumenical lenten campaign. Most 
of his flock around the world is in Latin America, Syria, and Lebanon. 


The patriarch said efforts are underway to re-form the MECC to better reflect 
a Middle Eastern ecumenical approach. In that regard, the family of churches 
in the region in communion with Rome is expected to join the council [EPS 
89.01.22]. Currently the MECC includes three church families - Oriental 
Orthodox (Coptic [Egyptian], Syrian, Armenian), Eastern Orthodox (Alexandria, 
Antioch, Jerusalem, Cyprus), and Evangelical (Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed). 


Middle Eastern Christians, Ignatios said, begin with an awareness of being the 
descendants of the earliest Christians, and inhabitants of the territory where 
Jesus lived on earth. 


He spoke of the importance of integrating ecumenical work into the life of the 
church, rather than something alongside of, or supplementary to it. In that 
perspective, he said, the MECC should more and more be a kind of churchly 
synod for its membership, with ample discussion and consensus decisions, 
rather than legislative or parliamentary votes. 


An emphasis on church families rather than membership by individual 
denominations avoids potentially-divisive questions related to the varying 
sizes and numbers of denominations, Ignatios observed. 


Asked about possible MECC membership for the independent Assyrian Church of 
the East, Ignatios said if and when it joins, it would have to be a part of 
one of the four families. (The Assyrians became separated from the bulk of 
Christianity because they did not accept the results of the fifth-century 
Council of Ephesus.) 


The patriarch spoke of the importance for the millions of Christians in the 
region to act and speak together. In connection with their majority—Muslim 
environment, he said, Middle Eastern Christians need to ‘reformulate many ... 
traditions’ and 'make a new interpretation’ because their Muslim neighbours 
are ‘asking ... questions every day'. 


For example, he said, Christians may need to be clearer about their belief 
that God is one because their historic emphasis on God as three persons has 
been taken by some Muslims as a contradiction to the oneness of God. 
Similarly, Ignatios said, many Muslims ‘wish to understand’ what Christians 
believe about Jesus, but find it difficult to do so because of the terms 
Christians often use. 


Concerning ongoing discussions between the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox 
patriarchates of Antioch [EPS 86.12.49; 88.11.40], he said ‘a maximum and not 
a minimum' is being sought in terms of bringing the two closer together. 


Ignatios saw some progress in recent developments in Lebanon. He reported on 
his involvements in efforts to bring peace and unity to that country, 
including a recent four-hour meeting with Syrian President Hafiz Assad. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 
THREE DIALOGUES 
REPORT PROGRESS Service 89.03.84 


GENEVA - Three separate theological dialogues are reporting progress in their 
efforts to work through issues which have historically divided the church. 


Meeting (27 February-4 March) in Opole (Poland), the international 
Lutheran-Roman Catholic Joint Commission continued to work on a draft 
document on ecclesiology (the nature of the church). 


The commission is co-sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation and the 
Vatican Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Eugene Brand, LWF secretary 
for interconfessional dialogue, said the draft text 'took on substance and 
shape’ at the meeting. ‘It is clear from the complexity of the issues', he 
said, 'that we are at the heart of that which has separated us in the past.’ 


Meeting (15-19 February) in Delray Beach (Florida/USA), the US Lutheran-Roman 
Catholic dialogue group worked with a ‘virtually complete' draft of a report 
on its discussions about the unique mediatorship of Jesus Christ in relation 
to the role of Mary and other saints in the life of the church. 


The report of the group is expected to be completed at its next meeting, 20-24 
September in New Orleans. It is an effort to apply to a matter of church 
practice and devotion earlier agreements reached by the dialogue group on 
‘justification by faith'. H. George Anderson, a Lutheran pastor who is 
president of Luther College (Deocrah, Iowa), and Francis Stafford, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Denver, co-chair the dialogue. 


Stafford said 'conflict' at the latest meeting was ‘healthy' because it 
reflected 'a deep understanding on both sides of the reasons for the division 
of the 16th century. Those reasons were substantive, and they are not going 
to be overcome easily in the 20th century.' 


Added the archbishop: ‘Catholic people must come to realize how strongly 
Lutherans are committed to their understanding of the unique mediatorship of 
Jesus. And Lutherans ... must realize that our theology and practice of 
invocation of the saints does not, in our mind and tradition, compromise the 
unique mediation of Jesus, but rather enhances it.' 


Representatives of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, United Church 
of Christ, and two Reformed denominations (Reformed Church in America and 
Presbyterian Church USA) met in New York (22-24 February). Afterwards, they 
reported they hope to be able by 1991 to recommend a 'pretty aggressive' level 
of church fellowship short of merger, including, among other things: 


- a ‘secure basis' for removing mutual condemnations, some of which date back 
to the 16th century. 


- ‘fuller levels of fellowship', including 'sharing at the Lord's table", 
recognition of each other's members and ministries, and ‘unity in witness’. 


- joint theological, pastoral, and mission work. 


The three denominations which formed the ELCA in 1988 had different degrees of 
official fellowship with the PCUSA and RCA, and none with the UCC. The 
pre-ELCA agreements lapsed when the new body began. UCC participant and 
seminary faculty member Elizabeth Nordbeck called it 'painful' that because of 
Lutheran-Reformed-United agreements in Europe, UCC members can officially 


share the eucharist with Lutherans ‘across the ocean, but not across the 
street.' [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL GROUP LOOKS Ecumenical Press 
AT SPIRITUALITY, RENEWAL Service 89.03.85 


CAIRO - Meeting (26 February-6 March) at a new church centre at Anba Bishoy 
monastery near here, the Advisory Committee on Renewal and Congregational Life 
of the World Council of Churches gave general approval to drafts of two major 
study papers, 'A Spirituality for Our Times' and 'Renewal and Congregations’. 
The texts are to be ready in final form by mid-year. 


After receiving reports on Brazilian ‘base ecclesial communities' and the 
Organization of African-Instituted [Independent] Churches, the committee 
resolved to strengthen WCC relationships with them. 


The committee approved two meetings for next year — one on laity (including an 
evaluation of lay academies), the other on the role of the pastor in a 
congregation. 


Other subjects the committee took up included ecumenical activity in 
congregations, ecumenical liturgical and devotional material from around the 
world and its place in church renewal, and current and possible new WCC 
structures. 


Pope Shenouda III, head of the Coptic Church, met with the group at the 
monastery. On one evening, the committee joined an estimated 4500 people who 
thronged the Coptic cathedral here for one of the regular Bible studies the 
pope leads. It was followed by an ecumenical reception for the committee and 
Egyptian church representatives. 


Besides its own times of worship and its experience of monastic life where it 
met, the committee visited churches, other monasteries, and other sites during 
its stay. 


The group oversees the work of the WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational 
Life. It is particularly concerned with spirituality and renewal as an 
element expressing and fostering the unity of the church. [EPS] 


College trying to evict nuns who founded it EPS 89.03.86 
AMHERST (New York) -— Daemen College here was founded in the 1940s by the Holy 
Name Province of the [Roman Catholic] Sisters of St Francis. Now, the 
community says, the college is trying to gain the right to evict them early in 
the next century, and make them pay about 20 000 US dollars a year in utility 
bills for their four campus apartments in the meantime. The sisters have 
filed a law suit against the college. Christina Pecoraro, head of the 
province, says the community gave up title to the campus in 1955, and gave it 
more than 5 million US dollars between then and 1984. ‘In return", she says, 
‘we were continually assured that we always would have a home' there. [EPS] 


India: liturgy released in five regional languages EPS 89.03.87 
SHILLONG - At a cathedral eucharist here, translations of the eucharistic 
liturgy of the [United] Church of North India were formally released in five 
regional languages - Assamese, Boro, Garo, Karbi, and Khasi. [EPS] 


Embarrassment a factor in church headquarters drive EPS 89.03.88 
NASHVILLE - Next June, the National Baptist Convention USA is to dedicate the 
World Baptist Center, its new 10-million-US-dollar headquarters here. NBCUSA 
President T.J. Jemison says he has been pushing for such a building in part 
because of contacts with other church leaders who sometimes ask where NBCUSA 
headquarters is. It has been ‘embarrassing', he says, ‘to say it is in the 
church study of the president.' [EPS] 


USA: percentage of women ordained to ‘full ministry’ doubles EPS 89.03.89 © 
NEW YORK - A report from the [US] National Council of Churches says the 
percentage of women ordained to ‘full ministry’ in US denominations which 
ordain women increased from 4 to 7.9 percent of the clergy total in the 
1977-1986 period. In terms of numbers, the change was from 10 470 in 1977 to 
20 730 in 1896. In Canada, there were 908 women among 12 493 clergy in such 
denominations - 7.3 percent of the total in 1986. ‘Full ministry' is defined 
as the office ‘having the most complete and unrestricted set of functions 
relating to the ministry of the gospel, administering the word and sacrament, 
or carrying out the office of pastor or priest in the church.' The report 
observes that ordained women ‘appear to be more easily accepted in church 
employment outside the local church at various denominational administrative 
offices, in ecumenical conciliar positions, and in many institutional roles.’ 
[EPS] 


United Methodist lay leaders urge ban on alcohol ads EPS 89.03.90 
NEW YORK — Meeting last month, the National Association of [United Methodist] 
Annual Conference Lay Leaders urged ‘a voluntary Or, if mecessary, 4 
government ban on ads for alcoholic beverages'. Such ads, say the leaders, 
present a ‘false and misleading picture of beneficial social effects from the 
consumption of alcohol'. They also say that ‘drugs and alcoholic beverages 
cause a tremendous amount of pain, suffering, and destruction of body, mind, 
and family', and are major contributors to criminal activity 'from rape and 
incest to robbery and burglary’. [EPS] 


World Anglican leader condemns death threat against Rushdie EPS 89.03.91 
LONDON - Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, the leading bishop of world 
Anglicanism, says he ‘utterly condemn[s] incitement to murder or any other 
violence from any source', a reference to the call by Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini for the murder of British author Salman Rushdie because of his novel, 
'The Satanic Verses’. Runcie also commented that ‘only the _ utterly 
insensitive can fail to see' that the book ‘has deeply offended Muslims. I 
understand their feelings, and firmly believe that offence to the religious 
beliefs of the followers of Islam is quite as wrong as offence to the beliefs 
of Christians.' [EPS] 


USA: Presbyterian survey profiles denomination EPS 89.03.92 
LOUISVILLE (Kentucky) -— Among findings of a recent survey of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA): 


— 5 percent of the clergy and 16 percent of the membership think the Bible is 
to be taken literally; 


—~ about a third of the clergy and about a tenth of the membership describe 
themselves as ‘somewhat liberal'; 

— about 40 percent of the membership and about 15 percent of the clergy 
describe themselves as ‘somewhat conservative'; 

— fewer than half the clergy and fewer than a quarter of the membership think 
working on behalf of social justice is 'very important’; 

— more than three quarters of the clergy and nearly two thirds of the 
membership say ‘helping others ... in need' is ‘very important'; 

— more than three-quarters of both do not believe that those who have never 
heard of Jesus Christ will be damned, and wish to ‘share the love of Christ 
with them'; 

— more than three quarters of the clergy and about half the membership think 
about their relationship with God ‘a lot'; 

- 61 percent of the PCUSA membership is female; 

— more than one quarter of the PCUSA membership is over 65. [EPS] 


Ghana: religious groups warned EPS 89.03.93 
ACCRA - U. S. Clark, a government district secretary, says Christians are 
expected to fight against tyranny, oppression, and exploitation, and ‘any 
church which distances itself from these goals need not be encouraged to 
exist.' Clark was reacting to advice from leaders of a religious group 
calling itself ‘The Church', urging members not to take part in national 
celebrations, such as the anniversary of the coming to power of the 
government. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Georges Tsetsis: ‘Church & Politics -— An Orthodox View’ EPS 89.03.94 


Tsetsis is the grand protopresbyter of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, and its representative to the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva. This is taken from his newsletter 'Enimerosis'. 


The tour recently undertaken by the Eminent Church Persons Group on behalf of 
the World Council of Churches, in connection with the situation in South 
Africa [EPS 89.01.43,71; 02.12], is to be seen within the logic of the 
multifaceted activity of the WCC for the past 20 years in the context of its 
Programme to Combat Racism. 


On the understanding that God ‘has made of one blood all races of humankind 
and made them live throughout the whole earth' (Acts 17,26), the WCC already 
in 1969 condemned any racial discrimination. In particular, it condemned the 
apartheid system applied by the South African authorities on the basis of 
distorted interpretations of the Bible and on theological formulations 
contrary to the nature of the church. 


The question is whether such ecumenical activity belongs to the spiritual or 
political sphere. As the Third Preconciliar Panorthodox Conference [EPS 
86.10.127] declared in 1986: ‘Every human being, regardless of colour, 
religion, race, nationality, and tongue, bears the image of God, and is our 
brother or sister, an equal member of the human family'. 


Consequently, every ecclesiastical action aiming at combating those 
institutions which make a qualitative distinction between human beings and 
reject the idea of the creation of every human being in the image and likeness 
of God, is within the framework of the church's diakonia, and constitutes part 
of her spiritual mission. 


It is an accepted principle that the church does not deal with politics. 
However, it is also an uncontested truth that in the course of history, with 
some notable exceptions, the church always aligned herself with the ‘least 
ones', the needy, and all those who were persecuted because they belonged to a 
different race, nation, or religion. 


Fighting for the restoration of truth, justice and human dignity, the church 
inevitably adopts a political position, even if her preaching belongs to the 
purely spiritual sphere. The church's actions in such situations, even if 
they seem to have a political coloration, stem from her creed. Otherwise, one 
would have to think that church personalities become ‘'politicised' when, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, they fight today for peace, justice, and the 
restoration of human rights in the four corners of the earth - from South 
Africa to Poland, from Brazil to Kosovo to northern Epirus. 


Undoubtedly the church has a spiritual mission. However, her fight and her 
preaching unavoidably take a political dimension whenever she raises her voice 
against the powers and principalities of this world. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ‘Religion and Nationalism’ EPS 89.03.95 


This is excerpted from "Religion and Church under Perestroika’, one of three 
articles by Koshy, international affairs director of the World Council of 
Churches, in the booklet ‘Perestroika: Some Preliminary Comments' available 
from the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


... The links between religion and nationalism in Soviet Union should not be 
under estimated. One of the strongest forces pulling Russians back to 
religion and the Russian Orthodox Church is the powerful growth of Russian 
national feeling. 


As the Russian people take a renewed interest and pride in their country's 
past they are rediscovering the church and its liturgy and teaching. But 
there are problems emerging with regard to other nationalities. 


Lithuania, a staunchly Catholic land which received its Christianity not from 
the east but from the west, has been much influenced by events in neighbouring 
Poland. As in Poland, there is in Lithuania a close connection between the 
local Catholic church and the struggle for more autonomy. 


In the Ukraine, the main vehicle for such striving is the Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Church, which worships according to the Byzantine rite but is in 
communion with Rome. It was incorporated into the Russian Orthodox Church in 
1946. Pressure within the Ukraine for a legalization of this church, which 
has continued to operate illegally, has grown recently and has become more 
open. 


The Soviet government would like to reach an accommodation that blunts the 
edge of Ukrainian nationalism. Legalising the Ukrainian Catholic Church poses 
some serious problems. There are discussions in the government and with the 
Russian Orthodox Church regarding this. 


It is worth noting that the two issues on which there are differences of 
opinion between the Vatican and the Soviet Union are these. A visit by the 
pope to Soviet Union will depend on finding some solution to these. A 
high-ranking Vatican delegation led by its Secretary of State Cardinal 
Casseroli visited Soviet Union during the Millennium celebrations [last 
year]. The cardinal had discussions with Mr Gorbachev. 


In the upsurge of Armenian nationalist feelings around the issue of 
Nagorno-Karabagh, ethnic identity is undergirded by religion and culture. 
The correlation between nationality and religion comes into play in the 


context of new stirrings of national aspirations against a background of 
religious resurgence. . 


Mention has already been made of Islamic renaissance and nationalism. 


The nationality problem has emerged as a major one in the whole of Eastern 
Europe. Gorbachev wrote: "Regrettably, we used to stress on really 


considerable achievements in the solution of the nationality problem and 
assessed the situation in high-flown terms.' 


The link between religion and ethnicity assumes considerable significance when 
there is resurgence of both. For many groups, religion is not a matter of 
faith or just a matter of faith, but a given, an integral part of their 
identity ... an inextricable part of their sense of nationhood. 


In many ethnic conflicts, religion plays an important role in providing ethnic 


identity, in promoting sentiments for struggle and also in defending 
nationalism. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Counting Minority Christians in Italy' EPS 89.03.96 


Almost all the 57.2 million people in Italy are at least nominal Roman 
Catholics. This overview of the the bulk of the rest of the Christians in 
Italy is excerpted from material supplied by NEV, news service of the 
Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy. 


-.-. Protestant churches in Italy do not publish official statistics, but many 
issue them for internal use, although the criteria used differ from church to 
church and sometimes even within individual churches. 


Some churches limit their entries to recording their professing members, 
either confirmed or baptized, |following a profession of faith: people who are 
in some way or other ‘active’. 


These entries take no account of either the children, young people of 
‘friends', who often wholeheartedly take part in the life of the church, 
without having joined explicitly, nor of those who have made contacts with a 
local church. 


The most reliable data are those concerning the historic churches. 
Waldensians and Methodists together, according to their own statistics, can 
count on 21 374 active members and a total population of around 31 000. The 
Italian Lutheran Church members, according to the latest Lutheran World 
Federation statistics, mumber around 7000. There are about 4500 baptized 
members belonging to Baptist churches with a population of around 7500. So, 
altogether the historic churches can count on about 46 000 adherents. 


It is more difficult to obtain reliable figures about ... the conservative, 
fundamentalist wing of Protestantism. First of all, we should distinguish 
churches who have an organization and a national identity, with their own 
typical features, both at a doctrinal and ecclesiological level. 


The Adventists, according to their own statistics, have a population of 7500; 
the Salvation Army, including militants and others, are around 2000 and the 
Churches of Christ and Apostolic Church have around 2000 members each; the 
Brethren number around 13 000, making a total of 26 000. 


It is even more difficult to know about the Pentecostals. An important part 
of the Pentecostal movement is organized in the Assemblies of God in Italy, 
but there are several and still growing numbers of independent Pentecostal 
churches. Besides, there are many churches and groups which call themselves 
evangelical and have grown locally, fruit of the witness of an individual 
believer or a 'missionary' from abroad. 


However, the terminology itself is not hard and fast, many churches and 
communities with a Pentecostal tradition call themselves simply ‘evangelicals' 
without any specifying adjective. The Evangelical population gathered under 
the Assemblies of God umbrella is about 100 000, while the other Pentecostals, 
plus the independent evangelicals are probably between 100 000 and 150 000. 


Summarizing, we can say that the historic churches count for about 46 000, the 
Evangelical non-Pentecostal churches around 26 000, the Assemblies of God 100 
000, other Evangelicals, mostly part of a Pentecostal area, between 100 000 
and 150 000. To these should be added a not indifferent number of 
‘anonymous' Protestants, e.g. foreigners or those born into Protestant 
families. 


The total is between 300 000 and 400 000; that means between 0.6 and 0.7 
percent of the Italian population. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Sam Amirtham: ‘Wrong Theology is Dangerous Theology’ EPS 89.03.97 


Amirtham is director of the Programme on Theological Education of the World 
Council of Churches. This is excerpted from his address last month at the 
Convocation of Serampore College, held at Gurukul Lutheran Theological College 


in Madras. 


... Bad theology, unbiblical theology, can do a lot of harm to the life and 
mission of the church. Bishop William Temple once said, 'If you have a false 
idea of God, the more religious you are, the worse it is for you, it were 
better for you to be an atheist.' Wrong theology is dangerous theology. 


Some of the popular theology in our churches is wrong and unbiblical at least 
in three aspects. It is a theology oriented to success and prosperity. 
Piety and prayer are believed to be security against dangers, and recipe for 
material blessing. It is an insurance theology. 


How can success be at the centre and prosperity be the goal of the Christian 
faith whose central symbol is the cross, and the Son of God hanging on it, 
forsaken even of God? To be blessed according to our Lord, is to be poor in 
the Spirit, i.e. to be in total surrender to God, to thirst and hunger after 
justice, to be peace-makers, etc. 


God's promise is to be with us in and through all the joys and sorrows of life 
and not always save us from sufferings. On the train from Calcutta to 
Serampore I have seen the words 'God with me' on the top of a house. That 
says it well, a clever twist of 'God with us' theology, turning it into a 
materialistic, selfish theology. 


Popular Indian theology is a crusading theology, crusading in the name of the 
gospel. We want to have crusades, to convert people, trying to sell the 
gospel with the greatest publicity possible. Underlying this is a crusading 
attitude that wants to conquer, captivate, subjugate others. 


But the gospel is an invitation, not manipulation, an invitation for a 
personal relationship with God, an offer in grace for people to accept or 
reject, without coercing them materially or psychologically in any way. 


'The gospel is not for sale', Raymond Fung [secretary for evangelism at the 
World Council of Churches] writes, 'not because it is not worth anything, but 
because it is too precious. It is so precious that it cannot be bought or 
sold. It can only be shared freely.' 


What we need is a cruciform theology which puts the weakness, the 
powerlessness of God at the centre, the power of love that knows no love of 


power. And in humility, we offer our witness to that love of God, manifest in 
Jesus Christ. 


Is not our theology often also an exclusivistic theology, which says that God 
is somehow the monopoly of Christians and that those of other faiths are 
somewhat outside the gracious love of God and beyond the realm of redemption 
in Jesus Christ? It is a very sensitive issue and a difficult question, how 


the salvation offered in Jesus Christ is related to salvation of persons of 
other faiths. 


While waiting for clearer theological directions to emerge, we can at least 
affirm that God's saving love includes all God's children and not just the 
Christians. We need an inclusivistic theology which is committed to Christ 


and therefore is open to others. About Christ, we have nothing to defend, 
but everything to share. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Yorgo Lemopulo: ‘Impressions After a China Visit (II)' EPS 89.03.98 


Lemopulo is secretary for Orthodox studies and relations in the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. He was part of 
a five-person ecumenical team which visited China earlier this year. This 
excerpt from his report refers to a visit to Christians in Shaoguan, a city in 
northern Guandgong Province. Another excerpt appeared as EPS 89.03.80. 


--.- [We asked about their first need or main problem.] ‘We need a pastor. We 
cannot celebrate either the eucharist or baptism. Please, when you go to 
Guandzhou, speak to the provincial Christian council. Ask them to send us a 
pastor or to ordain one of our brothers or sisters.' And here begins the 
challenge that this small community - with all the simplicity of its genuine 
theological reflection - addresses to Protestant theology and ecclesiology. 


Why does a Christian community ... living for so many years without a pastor, 
a Christian community carried exclusively by lay people, ask ... for a pastor, 
for an ‘ordained minister'? During the difficult years (and still today) 
small communities led by lay people ... gave witness to their faith and lived 
an exemplary Christian life. Why do they ask now for a pastor? 


Is it only for the celebration of the eucharist and baptism? If so, one 
could argue whether it is possible to celebrate these sacraments periodically 
and, in that case, there would be no need of a pastor in the community. My 
feeling, however, is that the Christian experience and the theological 
instinct of these brothers and sisters go far beyond that answer. 


They are not able to provide a theological explanation, but in the ordination 
and sending of a pastor, they discern a visible sign of their communion and 
unity with other congregations and the church in its wholeness. In the ... 
pastor they see a most authentic expression of the teaching and _ the 
preaching. Thus, they share with us an excellent lesson of ecclesiology .... 


The ordained ministry - the '‘'bishop' I would say in my Orthodox language - 
guarantees this catholic dimension and the fullness of ecclesial life. ... As 
an Orthodox theologian I understand perfectly the meaning and the policy of 
the Three Self Movement. ... Using a more traditional theological language, I 
could easily speak about an autocephalous church .... It is absolutely 
legitimate for every local church to claim self-government, self-support and 
self-propagation. ... Every local church, in possession of the fullness of 
catholicity, has both the right and the obligation to respond in obedience to 
the specific needs of its own situation and circumstances. 


... We must take into consideration not only the ecclesiological principles 
(i.e., the independence of each local church), but also the historical 
experience of this church (i.e. the colonial period, the unequal treaties with 
foreign powers of the 19th century, etc.). Independence and self determination 
in ecclesiastical life, however, do not necessarily mean isolation from the 
Christian community around the world. No local church has the right to 
voluntarily cut itself off from the Christian body. ... 


Relations to other Christians outside the country are not a matter of simple 
political strategy or pure human relationship. They are related to the 
catholicity and apostolicity of every local church, to the very ‘being’ of 
every local church. ... Calling a church to communion and fellowship is 
related to another appeal. All sister churches and communities have to 
respect this church, to make particular efforts to understand its situation 
and to assist it, by all means, to give witness to its faith. It is not by 
interfering in its internal problems or by dictating solutions from outside 
that one can help this church. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: ‘A Vocation for Nigerian Christians’ EPS 89.03.99 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This item is 
from a sermon prepared for delivery during his visit this month to Nigeria. 


... How tragically does hate prevail in our human relations! How the spirit 
of revenge prevails in the conscience of our human groups, taking into 
consideration what has been done by past generations and passing the load of 
hatred and revenge to the coming generation! Even today, in countries that 
consider themselves to be civilized, the spirit of vendetta is prevailing and 
making impossible any peaceful coexistence. 


The deeper cleansing that Jesus offered to his disciples, the forgiveness that 
God offers to the human race today, the calling to all of us is to open up our 
hearts to be liberated from selfish motives, and to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit to embrace in love all our fellow human beings. Be it in family 
relations, in neighbourhood relations, among nations, the vocation of all 
religious movements is to purify the hearts to uplift love as the fundamental 
motivation for all actions in our lives. ... 


The vocation to which we are called as Christians, as people who believe in 
God, as followers of Jesus Christ, is to daily cleanse our impure motivations 
and to be sent into the world to live in a servant way with a reconciling and 
forgiving attitude. We cannot allow hatred and divisions, because we look 
forward to the glorious promise by God to all those who, because they are pure 
in heart, will be able to see God. ... 


You are citizens of Nigeria, perhaps the strongest nation in Africa, and for 
that very reason, the nation called to serve the whole continent, the nation 
called to serve the whole of humanity. We commit ourselves to go back to our 
neighbourhoods to discover places where our service is necessary. 


From here we invite friends and neighbours to join forces for the promotion of 
a better quality of life. Here we start calling the conscience of our nation 
to be a servant nation, to support the sister nations of Africa. 


When we see the cruelty that apartheid is imposing on our brothers and sisters 
of South Africa, we receive the calling of Jesus Christ to become servants of 
those who suffer and to make of our denunciations of the situation, of our 


prayerful support, of our permanent solidarity, clear manifestations of our 
servant spirit. 


When we know of famine and hunger, holding grips of death among people in 
Sudan or in Ethiopia, we are called to join forces to express our love, to 
manifest our service. So, together with people of other faiths we join forces 
to make our community, neighbourhood, city, nation, into communities of 
service and of sacrifice for the sake of others. 


As we go together with Jesus towards the cross, we join forces to help him 
proclaim reconciliation and clean away all the dust accumulated on the wounds 
of the suffering people of the world. Jesus facing the cross was not 
reasoning out of fear, was not trembling for himself, but he was reasoning and 
acting out of love, out of total self-surrendering. ... 


Nigeria could be a blessing for the world if you and I and all of us together 
were to start being aware of the blessings God has granted to us in Jesus 
Christ and unite forces for the transformation of all our communities into a 
servant, redeeming, forgiving, reconciling community. The only leadership 
that could be offered to any nation is the leadership of the towel and the 
basin, the leadership of the service to be rendered. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC on Indigenous People, Special Rapporteurs' EPS 89.03.100 


This is taken from an oral intervention on behalf of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches at the 45th 
session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, 30 January-10 March). 


The agenda item was "violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any 
part of the world" and ‘study of situations which appear to reveal a 
consistent pattern of gross violations of human rights.' 


--.- We would like to make a special mention ... of the gross and systematic 
human rights abuses suffered by indigenous people around the globe. 


A number of steps have been taken towards the development of instruments and 
mechanisms for addressing these issues within the international community. 


We welcome these and call upon governments and NGOs to give them full support, 
in particular initiatives such as recommendations from the recent Seminar on 
the Effects of Racism and Racial Discrimination on Social and Economic 
Relations between Indigenous Peoples and States, and the Voluntary Fund for 
Indigenous Populations. 


Nonetheless, it must be acknowledged by all who work for human rights that 
whether by ignorance, attrition, or premeditated acts, the dignity and 
integrity, if not the very survival, of indigenous people is under constant 
and serious threat in countries around the world. 


Nowhere is this threat clearer than in the rain forests of Brazil where whole 
societies of people are in danger of extinction through a combination of 
individual assassination and the destruction of traditional habitats. 


The Latin American Council of Churches, a regional ecumenical body, has called 
for European and Latin American nations to commemorate 1992 with acts of 
penitence for the destruction of peoples and cultures which began with 'the 
Conquest'. 


Within this context we urge the consideration of the proposal that 1992 and 
not 1993 should be designated as the UN Year of Indigenous People. 


We urge that a programme of action and resources be made available. 


We commend the commission for approving the study of treaties and strongly 
encourage that the process proceed as speedily as possible. 


... The international community, both governmental and non-governmental, can 
only make solid progress on international human rights protection and 
promotion when we all have access to the best available information and 
analysis. 


UN special rapporteurs are key to this process, whereby the international 
community received verifiable, state solicited information from UN-sanctioned 
investigation. 


The importance of this is clearly apparent in the case of Guatemala. The 
number of special rapporteurs requires expansion and not diminution. ... 
[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC UN Intervention on Human Rights in Africa‘ EPS 89.03.1101 


This is excerpted from an oral intervention on behalf of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches at the 
45th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, which met in Geneva 30 
January-10 March. At the time, the item on the commission agenda was ‘further 
promotion and encouragement of human rights and fundamental freedoms" and 
‘national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights.' 


The intervention began by noting WCC support and encouragement for the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples Rights, and the African Commission, set up to 
monitor it under the auspices of the Organization of African Unity. 


... All states in the UN system can find in the African Charter a point of 
dialogue on the relationship between individual and collective rights, and 
between different cultural norms and civil/political rights. Surely the time 
has come to use the new African Charter as an entry point to a long overdue 
need to address the pressing question of human rights abuses in Africa. 


This need and challenge is crystallized ... [by Southern African Anglican] 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu who recently said that some African states made [South 
African President P.W.] Botha a saint by their condoning of the violation of 
basic human rights. ... ‘If detention without trial is evil in South Africa, 
... it must be evil in every part of the African continent', Tutu said. 


Why have we in the international community given so little attention to human 
rights in Africa? One reason is related to development - the simple lack of 
resources and trained people, of NGOs who can gather data, undertake analysis, 
and pressure governments. A more pervasive and disturbing reason relates to 
the concept of dissent in African societies. ... 


[Says former Nigerian head of state 0. Obasanjo:] ‘In many African languages 
the word for opposition is the same as that for enemy. ... Since an enemy is 
supposed to be ruthlessly dealt with or even destroyed, most of Africa's 
inheritors of political independence spent inordinate time ... [ensuring 
their] personal and political survival ... [and] hunting down and dealing with 
enemies, real and imagined. The kind-hearted allowed their opposition to go 
into exile or put them in prison; others put theirs under the soil’. 


Thus, many African states take a negative view of non-governmental groups and 
individuals intervening on human rights issues. In our own experience, too 
often church leaders get branded as politicians hiding behind pulpits, when 
all that they have done is point out cases of human-rights violations. 


We have learned from harsh experience that governments cannot be expected to 
be the institutions watching their own conduct and passing judgement on it; 
especially in one-party states which by definition do not encourage any 
opposition ..., constructive criticism has to be couched in the language that 
the government wants to hear. ... The absence of human-rights institutions, in 
addition to ... [government] intolerance ... to those with opposing views, 
accounts for ... half of the world's refugees being in Africa. Most ... are 
not from apartheid South Africa, but from independent Africa, who have taken 
flight because of situations of extreme human-rights abuse. 


..-.- [We] call upon the United Nations to offer support for the implementation 
of the African Charter with human rights training at the government level; 
and call upon states to encourage the formation of human-rights NGOs. At the 
Same time, member states of the UN, through this Human Rights Commission, 
should begin an open dialogue about the challenges inherent in the protection 
and promotion of human rights in Africa. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/12) 


Address change: Effective immediately, the mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Phone/fax changes: Effective 22h00 GMT, 21 April, many phone/fax numbers in 
the Geneva area are changing, with a 7 being added to the current numbers. 
The EPS phone number becomes 791 6156. The EPS fax number becomes 798 1346. 
The country code for Switzerland, and the area code for Geneva are unchanged 
(41 and 22 respectively). 


A situation report on the aftermath of recent typhoons in the Philippines 
(#1, 16 February); appeals for 50 000 US dollars in the wake of torrential 
rains in Zambia (20 February), and for 500 000 US dollars for rural 
rehabilitation in Uganda (20 February); and information on current projects: 
of the Harare-based Ecumenical Coordination Office for Emergencies and 
Rehabilitation in Southern Africa (22 February) are available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


A report on the Australia/New Zealand/Pacific ecumenical Workshop on Worship, 
Music, and The Arts in Melbourne last month is available from WCC/RCL, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 


wcC 1989 is an expanded January/February issue of the WCC monthly One 
World. It reviews WCC programmes and activities since January 1988.” Copies 
are available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. Besides the 
English version now available, translations are being prepared in French, 
German, and Spanish. 


Theme of the latest (February) newsletter of the WCC Refugee Service is 
"International Debt and Refugees’. A copy is available from WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Accreditation and information for journalists for two major ecumenical 
meetings next May, and for the 22nd General Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul, 15-27 August), are now available. 


European Meeting on Peace and Justice (Basel, 15-21 May): contact CEC/CCEE. 


World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, Texas, USA; 
22-31 May): contact WCC/Communication. 


The address of WCC, CEC, and WARC is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The WCC Central Committee in Moscow next July will be covered by EPS. 


Please indicate by 1 July if you have special requirements in terms of 
deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc. 


EPS appears weekly. This EPS was printed 22 March. 


Next EPS copy deadlines (9h00 GMT) are Monday, 10 April; Wednesday, 19 
April; and subsequent Mondays from 1 May. 


On request, EPS faxes headlines. It pays for that. 


You can then ask (and 
pay for) faxing of entire items. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 


26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


ECUMENICAL GATHERING CALLS Ecumenical Press 
FOR PARTNERSHIP IN MISSION Service 89.03.102 


CHIANG MAI (Thailand) - About two dozen leaders of church bodies and mission 
agencies from around the world met here (4-10 March) for a workshop on 
"partnership in mission structures’. The gathering was sponsored by the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


In a report on its work, the group noted situations in the world and the 
church offering both ‘impediment and promise for partnership in mission'. As 
an example, it cited the ‘increasing flow into all regions of personnel from 
fundamentalist origin’. Thus, it said, 'the exchange of ecumenical personnel 
for listening, learning, and sharing with the local church needs promotion. ' 


It said ecumenical activities must not be understood as 'inter—denominational 
relations between church leaders'. Rather, when ecumenism ‘expresses. the 
gospel promise of solidarity between the peoples of the earth, it can release 
new energy for partnership.’ 


The group urged 'new instruments for South-North, South-South, and North-North 
partnership in mission'. These, it said, should be ‘flexible, provisional, 
and open to further change, adapting to developing contexts.' It asked ‘every 
church [and] mission agency' to ‘consider seriously taking new and bold steps 
to evolve structures that promote sharing of power and greater participation 
in decision making', and to ‘review investment policies to minimize taking 
advantage of oppressed people.' [EPS] 


MIDDLE EAST: CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
COMMUNICATORS MEET, PLAN Service 89.03.103 


NICOSIA (Cyprus) -— Several dozen Christian communicators from the Middle East 
met here (13-16 March) to consider problems and opportunities in connection 
with their work in a region where Christians are a minority and often isolated 
from colleagues in other countries or denominations. 


The meeting was arranged by the Middle East Council of Churches for 
broadcasters, print journalists, book publishers, people in documentation/ 
information work, and those involved in film and audio-visual production. A 
primary focus of the sessions was on the role of communication in creating 
peace and justice within situations of conflict and division in the region. 


Organizers said that while the focus of the meeting was Christian, it was not 
meant to be 'negative [or] sectarian'. Muslims and secular communicators also 
participated. The gathering was planned to reflect what the MECC described as 
‘the pluralistic environment within which Christian communication must witness 
in the contemporary Middle East.' 


Besides a few from outside the region, participants came from Lebanon, Egypt, 
Jordan, Cyprus, Syria, Bahrain, and Jerusalem and the Israeli-Occupied West 
Bank. They also reflected the four MECC church families MECC - Catholic, 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, and Evangelical (Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican). 


The group made several proposals for future cooperation, including cooperative 
work in radio, tv, and video; an annual regional exhibition for Christian 
books and authors; establishment of an ecumenical publishing house under MECC 
auspices, and of an ecumenical news agency for the Middle East; and better 
training and studies for Christian journalists. It also sent a message of 
concern in the wake of reports of new heavy fighting in Beirut. [EPS] 


MIDDLE EAST: CATHOLIC ‘FAMILY OF Ecumenical Press 
CHURCHES' JOINS ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Service 89.03.104 


LIMASSOL (Cyprus) - The Middle East Council of Churches has become the third 
regional ecumenical organization to include full membership by jurisdictions 
in communion with Rome. 


The fourth -— Catholic - ‘family of churches' officially became part of MECC 15 
March. Such membership was welcomed last December by the MECC Executive 
Committee [EPS 89.01.22]. 


The new MECC family includes dioceses of seven patriarchates: Latin of 
Jerusalem, Melkite of Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalem (based in Damascus), 
Maronite of Antioch (Bkerké, Lebanon), Syrian Catholic of Antioch (Beirut), 
Chaldean Catholic of Babylon (Baghdad), Armenian Catholic of Cilicia (Beirut), 
and Coptic Catholic of Alexandria (Cairo). 


The other MECC families are Eastern Orthodox (Antioch, Jerusalem, Alexandria, 
and Cyprus), Oriental Orthodox (Coptic [Egyptian], Armenian, Syrian), and 
Evangelical (Reformed, Lutheran, and Anglican). Besides MECC, Roman Catholics 
are members of the Caribbean and Pacific Conferences of Churches. [EPS] 


INDEPENDENT CHURCH REPS LOOK TO Ecumenical Press 
INCREASED ECUMENICAL INVOLVEMENT Service 89.03.105 
LAGOS -— In a historic meeting here (11 March), representatives of the four 


groupings within the Nigerian Association of Aladura Churches, which began in 
Nigeria but have spread to several other countries around the world, met with 
each other and a delegation from the Geneva—based World Council of Churches. 


During joyful ceremonies, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro laid the 
foundation stone for a new headquaraters complex for the Church of the Lord 
(Aladura). Currently, it is the only Aladura body which belongs to the WCC. 
CLA Primate E.0.A. Adejobi expressed hope that other Aladuras would soon 
follow it into WCC membership. 


Besides CLA, the Aladura association includes the Cherubim and Seraphim 
Society, Christ Apostolic Church, and Aladura Sections. Adejobi estimated 
they have 36 million members in Africa, the Americas, and Europe. 


Each began as a prayer-and-healing movement. Aladura worship life includes 
many African customs and practices. Each has major evangelism ministries, 
strong social concerns about such things as corruption and superstition in 
society, and notable training and formation programmes for its members. Among 
Aladura priorities are increasing the number of teachers in their seminaries, 
more material for mission work, making possible overseas education for some 
Students, and reducing numbers of expatriate personnel. 


Adejobi described Aladuras as 'not an opposing ... protesting church', but 
rather ‘complementary and supplementary’ - one with ‘all Christian churches 
who accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord, Saviour, Redeemer, and King.' 


Asked about Christian-Muslim relations in Nigeria, which have sometimes been 


tense and violent [EPS 89.03.04], Adejobi said church history shows followers 
of the two faiths can live peacefully together. 


Castro said ‘African indigenous churches' are ‘fruits of God's work in this 


century’. He said 'many historically old churches should receive' joy, gospel 
fervour, and enthusiam for evangelism from them. [EPS] 


WORLD ECUMENICAL LEADER Ecumenical Press 
VISITS CHURCH IN NIGERIA Service 89.03.106 


LAGOS -— 'I found a living and united church in Nigeria’, said General 
Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches in the wake of his 
ll-day visit to the country (10-20 March). He said the different parts of the 
church in Nigeria are very conscious of belonging together. 


Castro came at the invitation of the six WCC members based in Nigeria - 
Brethren, Independent (Aladura), Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, and Reformed 


(Presbyterian) - as well as the Christian Council of Nigeria, which 
coordinated the trip. 


At an ecumenical gathering for worship in Tafewa Balewa Square here, Castro 
preached to tens of thousands of people [EPS 89.03.1107]. Church people of 
many traditions also greeted and met with him at the other cities on his 
itinerary - Badagry, Ibadan, Port Harcourt, Owerri, Enugu, and Kaduna. 


Throughout the visit, Castro repeated a call for harmonious and peaceful 
development in Nigeria, which in recent years has been beset by economic and 
religious problems. In a sermon here, he called for Christian attention to 
unemployed urban youth, the environment, the situation in South Africa, 
famine, and hunger. 


In Kaduna, in a region where about 80 church buildings were burned down during 
inter-religious violence in 1987, Castro urged Christians to join with people 
of other faiths to improve society. 


Preaching on texts referring to Jesus' entry into Jerusalem shortly before his 
death, Castro said Jesus came to love and serve, not to threaten anyone. He 
urged Christians to be servants of all and to respond with good to any bad 
they have suffered. 


During a media interview, Castro said Nigerian Christians are 'totally 
committed to Nigeria as a nation, which has a vocation to protect the people 
of Nigeria and to serve the whole of Africa.' He said they are ‘offering 
their hands to all sectors of the society to build together a harmonious and 
peaceful nation.' 


When he received Castro here, Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida emphasized 
the role of religious leaders as a moral voice of the nation. Among topics 
the two discussed were the role of the church in fighting apartheid in South 
Africa, the debt burden of Third World countries, and WCC efforts to 
strengthen dialogue involving Christians and people of other faiths. 


The debt crisis was-also a focus of a lecture Castro gave at the University of 
Ibadan [EPS 89.03.111]. He said there is something profoundly wrong with a 
world economic system which results in a massive net transfer of resources 
from the poor to the rich. 


During discussion which followed, a participant asked that the WCC do 
something about the ‘looted money' in banks in Switzerland ‘which has the most 
unholy banking system in the world.' (The WCC is based in Switzerland.) 


During his visit to eastern Nigeria, the WCC role in aiding victims of the 
1967-70 civil war, which was concentrated in that part of the country, was 
commemorated. In Enugu, he visited a former WCC president, Francis Ibiam. 


With Castro during the visit were four other WCC staff members, plus a 
representative of the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches. [EPS] 


CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS Ecumenical Press 
IN NIGERIA: HOPES, PROBLEMS Service 89.03.107 


This item, and EPS 89.03.105 and .106 are based on reporting by Eeva Kemppi. 


LAGOS - Addressing a church audience during a visit to Nigeria (10-20 March), 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro urged Christians and 
people of other faiths to join forces to serve the poorest and to fight 


injustice. 


Muslims and Christians together account for about 95 percent of the more than 
110 million Nigerians. 


On-going religious tensions have flared into violence several times in recent 
years [EPS 89.03.04; 88.11.18; 87.05.45; 86.05.02; 85.03.15]. In some places, 
one sees slogans on car windows with texts such as ‘Beware. God is on my 
Sides 


Very roughly, each religion has a like number of followers. Muslims are more 
in the north, Christians more in the south. However, the figures are 
disputed, and some representatives of each religion claim as much as 60 
percent of the population for their faith. 


General Secretary C.0. Williams of the Christian Council of Nigeria says the 
council favours 'cordial' relations, and that Christians do all they can to 
keep both sides calm. 


He notes that in most parts of the country, extended families include 
followers of both faiths. 


Anglican Bishop Titus Ogbonyomi (Diocese of Kaduna) describes relationships as 
‘tolerable ... right now, a marriage of convenience'. He reports that many 
church buildings destroyed in religious clashes have been re-constructed. 


Ogbonyomi says church people object to a government role in religious matters 
because as a result ‘at one stage or another', the government inevitably has 
to favour one religion or another. 


He notes that in line with that philosophy, church people have gone to court 


to block the use of government money to pay for Muslim pilgrimages to Mecca. 
The case is pending. 


Currently, the Nigerian constitution is being revised. Williams emphasises 
church concern that the new version not privilege any religion, for example by 
making sharia (Islamic law) applicable to non-Muslims. 


Methodist Patriarch Sunday Mbang says debates about sharia and Nigerian 


membership in the Islamic Conference Organisation reflect Muslim-Christian 
tension in Nigeria. 


He says dialogue is needed to bring about a good interfaith climate, after 


abashadt would be ‘acceptable' for Christians to work actively to spread the 
gospel. 


Besides concerns about the '‘islamisation of the country', with Christians 
becoming ‘second-class citizens', other church social concerns include the low 


living standard of many Nigerians, and public expenditures considered wasteful 
or unwise. 


Both Williams and Mbang stress the responsibility of Christians to be active 
in building a better Nigeria. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gotz Planer-Friedrich: ‘The Church in the GDR’ EPS 89.03.108 


This is edited and shortened from the 23 February issue of Lutheran World 
Information. Planer—Friedrich, a Lutheran pastor from the GDR (East Germany), 


is secretary for social issues in the Department of Studies of the Lutheran 
World Federation. | 


The slogan, ‘the church in socialist society', served the Evangelical 
Landeskirchen (United and Lutheran regional churches) of the German Democratic 
Republic (GDR) as a provisional key to interpret their role when, at the end 
of the 1960s, they set about organizing themselves into a separate federation. 
Up to that time they were united with the Evangelical Landeskirchen in the FRG 
(West Germany) in one Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


Their separation from the EKD was not of their own making nor was it based on 
any new theological insight. It was simply that the wall erected in 1961 had 
its inevitable effect and made any real cooperation with the West German 
churches within common structures practically impossible. At the same time, 
many ... realized more and more clearly that the different social contexts in 
the two German states could no longer be ignored with regard to concrete 
decisions about the work of the churches. 


The description of the GDR churches as ‘the church in socialist society' was 
thus an attempt to understand their role theologically and structurally in the 
light of their specific situation in the GDR. Today, perhaps, we would speak 
of ‘contextualization'. As a collection of documents published by the 
Department of Theological Studies of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in 
the GDR shows, the success of the slogan as a key to interpretation and 
integration remained limited. 


Some thought it already went too far, as Manfred Punge, author of the 
collection, notes in his preface. They were echoed in certain West German 
media for whom, in any case, the only desirable role for the churches in the 
GDR was as a ‘bulwark against communism’. Others thought the slogan did not 
go far enough. It still kept the new social system at arm's length and thus 
left Christians and their daily life and social experiences on the outside 
looking in. 


It cannot be denied, of course, that the socialist state also kept the church 
at arm's length. It had, indeed, increasingly recognized publicly that not 
only were individual Christians, as citizens of a socialist society, joint 
participants in the shaping of that society but that even the churches 
themselves were a ‘social factor'. To some in the church, however, this form 
of state acceptance of the church influence on society seemed too selective, 
while in the view of those convinced of communism, it went too far. 


The reproach of ‘selectivity' related to the fact that on the one hand the 
ruling party took a positive view of the church's diaconal ministries and of 
certain of its socio-ethical views and concerns, while on the other it 
continued to reject and even to ridicule Christian doctrine, Christian 
principles of education and training, and even the Christian faith itself. 
Apart from the Luther Jubilee celebrations of 1983, there has been little 
public recognition of the positive value of theological work. 


In a new situation in which, on the one hand, the church itself is being drawn 
into a sifting process by critical groups and controversial themes and, on the 
other hand, the state finds itself subject to the pressures of the reform 
movement within the Soviet Union, the practical value of the slogan 'the 
church in socialist society' for state-church relationships in the GDR appears 
to have been exhausted. ... [over] 


gdr/2 


The veteran United Bishop Albrecht Schonherr, in a 1986 paper read to the 
governing board of the Christian Democratic Union of the GDR, had already 
suggested that the slogan should at least be expanded to read, ‘the church in 
the socialist society of the GDR’. While Schdénherr's purpose here was to 
oppose any ‘opting out’ position, J. Lohmann, the Mecklenburg youth chaplain, 
shortly afterwards told the Conference of Evangelical Church Leaders in the 
GDR that statements like this ‘made him sick’. In Lohmann's view, the church 
existed precisely for the ‘opters out' and the ‘excluded’. ... 


Erich Honecker, supreme representative of GDR state and party, was told by 
Lutheran Bishop Werner Leich, president of the conference, that it was not the 
church which had produced the social problems now confronting many people in 
the GDR (not only Christians), and which had driven them to seek protection, 
advocacy, comfort, and new hope in the church. 


The church does not blame the state for not - or not yet - being able to solve 
these problems. But neither can it ignore the plight of many people, clearly 
expressed in applications to emigrate, in critical texts and songs, and 
sometimes even in minor acts of desperation. 


While the state seeks a temporary remedy by tabooing such topics, partly the 
cause and partly the consequence of suppressed dissatisfaction, the church 
considers it has no option but to tackle these themes as a matter of priority 
in view of its conception of its role as church. More recently this has led 
to an almost unheard of degree of censorship of the church press. 


After a phase in which both sides showed a willingness to learn and the 
socialist partner seemed to be developing a more nuanced and less simplistic 
view of the church, the latter is now to be driven back again onto a more 
narrowly ‘religious' level. There is to be no more talk of the church's 
having an independent view of its responsibility for society. The tacit de 
facto agreement as to what the church is or can be in a socialist society has 
thus been called into question. 


Conversely, when social tensions and shortcomings find their way into the life 
of the church, the latter is confronted with problems of identity. It is not 
just that the church thereby finds itself and its resources in personnel, 
finance, and organization stretched to the limit, as is evidenced by the 
temporary creation of a pastoral office for would-be emigrants. There is also 
the fact that groups composed of both ... Christians and non-Christians with 
widely differing backgrounds make claims on the church which are sometimes 
impossible to justify either theologically or in terms of church policy. 


It is some years now since Bishop Leich coined the dictum: 'The church exists 
for everybody - but not for everything!' It is not always easy to stick to 
this, least of all when people are involved whose not unethical and possibly 
even ethically high-minded but nevertheless not specifically Christian causes 
encounter restrictions and repressions outside the church. 


Now, the church finds itself in a conflict difficult to resolve. On the one 
hand, it has to support the weak as best as it can without forcing them to 
join the church. On the other hand, it has to maintain its identity when 
people so protected claim to speak and act in the church's name outside the 


‘shelter' of the church. This in no way excludes the possibility that this 
claim may be justified. 


At such a point, the ecclesiological weakness of the Evangelical Landeskirchen 
is clear - the indefinite character of their spiritual authority. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: 'Norms of Religious Liberty’ EPS 89.03.109 


This is excerpted from ‘Religion and Church under Perestroika', one of three 
articles by Koshy, international affairs director of the World Council of 
Churches, in the booklet ‘Perestroika: Some Preliminary Comments' available 
from the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


--- In the present evolution of church-state relations in the Soviet Union, 
the new definitional contest between religion and politics as well as the 
universally accepted norms about religious liberty have to be considered. 


The relation between religion and politics is a dynamic one and there is bound 
to be overlapping in some areas and consequent tensions. 


Too narrow definitions of either religion or politics will help only the 
fanatics in either camps. 


As the Economic and Political Weekly (Bombay, 11 June 1988) pointed out, 
religion itself is inseparable from politics in certain phases of human 
evolution. 


As Marx has observed, religion is ‘an inverted world consciousness' of an 
inverted world, it is ‘the general theory of that world, its encyclopaedic 
compendium, its logic in a popular form'. 


Gramsei echoes the same view when he suggests that religion is ‘ideology or 
even frank politics’. Allan Boesak said: ‘So for the church, politics is 
not only a reflection of what is but a continuous struggle for what ought to 
be. Or to put it differently, politics is not only the act of the possible, 
for the Christian it is the expression of our belief that we expect the coming 
of the Lord.' 


The churches often make a distinction between the internal aspects of 
religious freedom and the external manifestations. 


With the internal aspects is meant the realm of mind and of conscience. It is 
clear that internal aspects of religious freedom must not be subject to 
coercion or limitations. 


The scope of legitimate and admissible limitations as external aspects of 
religious freedom cannot be defined ‘in abstracto'. 


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights distinguish four types of external manifestations: 
worship, teaching, practice and observance. 


The World Council of Churches expanded on these four manifestations at its 
Assembly held in New Delhi in 1961. 


Freedom to manifest religion or belief includes freedom to practise religion 
or belief whether by performance of acts of mercy or by the expression in word 
or deed of the implications of belief in social, economic and political 
matters both domestic and international. 


It is of interest to recall that it was at the New Delhi Assembly that 
churches from the Soviet Union, including the Russian Orthodox Church, became 
members of the WCC. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Victor Nakas; ‘The Church in Lithuania’ EPS 89.03.110 


Wakas is director of the Lithuanian Information Center in Washington. This 
is excerpted from a _ longer piece, copyright News Network International 
Syndicate, Santa Ana, California, USA. 


Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia are the three Baltic republics which became 
part of the Soviet Union in 1940. Roman Catholicism is the predominant form 
of Christianity in Lithuania, Lutheranism in the other two. 


..- Compared with earlier Soviet regimes, the Gorbachev government moved with 
dizzying speed to rectify some of the most wretched excesses perpetrated 
against religious believers in Lithuania. 


In addition to returning the Vilnius cathedral, promises were made to return 
another confiscated church; agreements were made to allow the Catholic 
community to build at least two new churches; the government permitted Bishop 
Julijonas Steponavicius, who has been forced to live in internal exile for 27 
years, to return to Vilnius and resume his duties; and freedom was granted to 
two Catholic priests who had been imprisoned for their vigorous defence of 
religious liberty. ... 


In Lithuania, the Catholic church appears to have found a powerful ally in the 
Lithuania Movement to Support Perestroika, known as Sajudis, which explicitly 
endorses genuine religious freedom as part of its political platform. 


Notwithstanding these recent positive developments, however, reforms in 
government policies towards religion have lagged behind changes in other areas 
of Soviet life. 


It would be wrong to conclude that the Catholic church's strength is dependent 
on the reform movement's power relative to the Communist party or on Sajudis' 
goodwill towards the church. Lithuanian Catholics continue to draw strong 
moral support from the Vatican and the rest of the world-wide Catholic 
community. 


Moreover, Cardinal Vincentas Sladkevicius, currently Lithuania's ranking 
prelate and the first Lithuanian cardinal this century, has proven to be a 
formidable leader of the Catholic church since he received his red hat in 
mid-1988. In interviews with Western and Soviet press, the cardinal has 
criticized government interference in church affairs. 


In August, he complained that 'the church is completely yoked to the state, as 
it controls all sectors of ecclesial organization.' As to freedom of worship, 
he pointed to the fact that while believers were not physically prevented from 
attending mass, they were punished at their place of work for doing so. 


Cardinal Sladkevicius has taken some unilateral actions to thwart government 
intrusions in Catholic affairs. For example, he shuffled the faculty of the 


State-supervised seminary in Lithuania without notifying the government 
beforehand. 


He celebrated mass with a graduate of an underground seminary, unrecognized by 
the government, and then announced that he was appointing the young priest to 
be vicar of a parish. The cardinal has also directed priests to ignore 
government edicts against providing religious instruction to children. ... 


The concession bearing the greatest symbolic significance for Catholics in 


Lithuania would be a papal visit, something the Kremlin has denied the pope on 
at least two previous occasions. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: ‘The Future of Development' EPS 89.03.111 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This is the 
conclusion of a presentation on development he made during his visit to 
Nigeria earlier this month [EPS 89.03.106]. 


-..- Just around the corner there is 1992, when Western Europe says it will 
become a single economic entity. But what form will this economic unity take? 
Will it be a unity which excludes those already marginalized within its 
borders? Will it be a unity which builds walls to keep out the rest of the 
world? Will the hard-won victories of European labour unions, for example, be 
snatched away? ... 1992 also >». Marks the 500th anniversary of the Spanish 
conquest of the American hemisphere, a conquest which meant death, disease, 
and subjugation to the peoples who were already living there. Can this be a 
cause for celebration for all of our people? 


More broadly, what may happen to what we now call the Third World if what is 
now a popular scenario among economists comes true, and that is the emergence 
of three major trading blocks in North America, Europe, and East Asia to the 
exclusion of everybody else? Indeed, protectionism in each of these regions 
is on the rise, but what are the rest of our countries doing to reduce their 
dependence on markets in the North? 


While the North is developing synthetic substitutes for much of what we 
produce, we are continuing to follow the bad advice of the IMF and the World 
Bank, which is to export more and more of what the world now wants less and 
less of. We have hardly begun to explore the possibility of a more inward- 
oriented, self-reliant approach to development, combined with regional 
cooperation such as that outlined, for example, in the Lagos Plan of Action. 


Moreover, what with the dramatic build-up of Third World debt, corporate debt, 
First World consumer debt, and all of this risky speculation going on 
unabated, what will happen in the next depression or economic downturn? Have 
we done anything to prepare for that? 


It is easy to become paralysed with hopelessness in the wake of these 
developments, which are bigger than all of us, and hard to grab hold of 
intellectually. But one of the things which I've come increasingly to 
realize is that pessimism is a luxury of the middle class. For us to say 
that nothing can change is to opt for the status quo, which even if it gets 
worse, will still leave us relatively better off. 


What the poor know, however, is that hope is not a luxury but a necessity, and 
that change is essential to their very survival. Faith in the redemptive power 
of Christ, and action in response to his call to solidarity with the poor then 
become our duty as Christians, as churches, and as a World Council of Churches. 


What has become clearer than ever to us in the ecumenical movement is that we 
need a new development paradigm, and that creating it will be an act of faith. 
... If we have learned anything over the years it is that our power analysis 
was right, that inter-dependence isn't always a good thing, especially between 
vastly unequal parties and when there are major class interests at work. 


Likewise, our understanding of development as a political process continues to 
ring true. We were right to reject any notion of development as something 
which does not require fundamental transformation, by the people themselves, 
of the oppressive economic relationships within their societies and among 
mations. If we were off the mark, it was perhaps in underestimating both the 
complexity and the urgency of the task. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/John Blacker: '‘Re-Baptism in the Uniting Church' EPS 89.03.112 


Blacker directs Melbourne-based Australian Renewal Ministries. This is from 
the March issue of Journey, 4 magazine of the Uniting Church in Australia. 


... lL believe that infant baptism is a proper ordinance of the church, 
administered when a parent or parents are within the Christian covenant 
community of grace, belief, and practice. ... I have never held a contrary 
view. ... 


I am also persuaded that there are some folk who received the sacrament of 
infant baptism, and who now feel that the Word of God has encountered them 
personally, and convicted them differently. Since their study, and the 
revelation of God's Word in light of more mature experience, they sense that 
to fulfil God's will in their lives, they have need to be baptised as 
believers, in the biblical tradition of immersion. 


My claim is simply this: If a mature adult believer and member of the Uniting 
Church senses, following proper counsel, and avoiding indecent haste, that 
this is the only way to go, then it should be possible for that person to be 
pastorally and sacramentally catered for within the church of their birth or 
adoption. 


The position of the Uniting Church is clear, ... reaffirmed by the General 
Assembly in Melbourne last year, namely that "baptism is ... unrepeatable 
...' Furthermore, ... General Assembly 1985 ... [required all UC ministers, 
elders' councils, and congregations] to preach, teach and administer the 
sacrament of baptism in accordance with the church's adopted position.' 


Because I feel so strongly about these aspects of faith and order, but still 
desire to be pastorally appropriate in such cases as those cited previously, I 
felt compelled by conscience to resign in 1987 my credentials as a Uniting 
Church Minister of the Word. I felt then as I still do; I could do no other. 


However, I am now feeling deeply that I have been betrayed. My sense of 
injustice not only stems from the fact that the practice of rebaptism is still 
going on within the Uniting Church fellowship, and being administered by 
Uniting Church ministers, but that the church seems quite impotent to 
discipline except by accepting resignations. 


When ministers do rebaptise because their conscience dictates it, then it 
follows that if the church is able to adopt pluralistic standards, as it has 
on so many other matters, the unity of the Body can be preserved, and the 
great drain of Uniting Church folk to other denominations halted. ... If in 
the future it will be possible for ministers not to baptise infants on 
biblical or conscientious grounds ... then justice will only be served by 
allowing elder's councils and ministers to rebaptise. 


Speaking as a continuing member of the Uniting Church, I am proud to be a part 
of a fellowship that is so pluralistic in belief and mission, taking seriously 
Paul's challenge to the Corinthian church to demonstrate unity amidst such 


diversity. On the other hand I am bewildered and wunrested that we are 
inflexible when it comes to matters of baptism. 


Ninety percent of my time these days is spent as an itinerant teacher, 
preacher, and missioner in Uniting churches right across this land. I am 
grateful for the opportunities and acceptance afforded me in so many parishes. 


Yet there is sadness. Because of conscience, I cannot minister God's grace 
as an ordained and credentialed UC minister. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘1989 WCC Pentecost Message' EPS 89.03.113 


This is the 1989 text of the annual Pentecost message of the presidents of 
the World Council of Churches. 


The WCC presidents are R. Nita Barrow (Methodist), UN representative of 
Barbados; Marga Buhrig, Reformed theologian, Switzerland; Paulos Gregorios, 
Oriental Orthodox metropolitan of Delhi; Johannes Hempel, Lutheran bishop of 
Saxony (German Democratic Republic); Ignatios IV, Eastern Orthodox patriarch 
of Antioch and All the East, Damascus; W.P. Khotso Makhulu, Anglican bishop 
of Botswana and archbishop of Central Africa; and Lois Wilson (United), 
co-director of the Ecumenical Forum of Canada. 


Because of differences in calendars used by Christians, this year Pentecost is 
celebrated on two dates - 14 May by most, 18 Jume by some. 


We, the Presidents of the World Council of Churches, greet you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, and through this greeting we remind you of the sisters and 
brothers in all the member churches throughout the world who celebrate the 
festival of Pentecost in expectancy of the coming of the Spirit. 


We write to you at a time when we are preparing with high anticipation for the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches, to be held in Canberra, 
Australia, in February 1991. The theme of the Assembly is: 


COME, HOLY SPIRIT — RENEW THE WHOLE CREATION. 


We are conscious that the theme links us strongly with the Sixth Assembly at 
Vancouver in 1983, where the creative spirit of Pentecost was present and was 
expressed in the Message of the Assembly which called us 


"to choose between "life and death, blessing and curse", 
and to proclaim anew that life is God's gift". 


The Seventh Assembly theme calls us to ‘listen to what the Spirit says to the 
churches’. This listening will take time, and must be done in prayer and 
meditation. 


We are called by the Spirit to sustain God's good creation. The Spirit, the 
Giver of Life, calls us to respond. 


We are called by the Spirit to set free those in bondage. The Spirit of 
Truth calls us to respond. 


We are called to enter the reconciling work of the Spirit, breaking down the 
walls of partition that separate human beings, and reconciling us one with the 
other. The Spirit of Unity calls us to respond. 


We are called by tthe Spirit to the work of sanctification and 
transformation. The Holy Spirit transforms and sanctifies us. 


Only as we open our ears and eyes, our hearts and lives, our feelings and our 
minds to 'what the Spirit says to the churches' can there be a faithful joyous 
witness of the churches at this season of Pentecost and in the years ahead. 
Pray that the Holy Spirit will come and renew the whole of creation! [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC UN Human-Rights Interventions on Peru, Sudan' EPS 89.03.1114 


This is taken from an oral intervention on behalf of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches at the 45th 
session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, 30 January-10 March). 
The agenda item at the time was ‘violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world' and ‘study of situations which appear to 
reveal a consistent pattern of gross violations of human rights." 


... In 1988 the CCIA was especially concerned by the persistent and rising 
level of human rights abuses in Peru. While recognizing the pressures put 
on Peru due to the external debt crisis and the attacks perpetrated 
domestically by armed insurgency organizations, there can be no justification 
for what is becoming a persistent level of gross and systematic human rights 
abuses, for which the government of Peru must be held responsible. 


There were more victims of forced disappearance in Peru in 1988 than in any 
other country; in fact fully 42 percent of reported disappearances worldwide 
were carried out in Peru. The ‘anti-terrorism' unit of the Lima police 
(DIRCOTE) regularly and consistently practises torture. 


Right-wing death squads threaten and kill priests working to promote human 
rights; they were responsible for bombing the house of the mayor of Ayacucho 
only two months ago. Foreigners have been arrested and detained alleged to be 
terrorists who in fact worked to defend human rights in Peru. 


We note in particular the cases of Rebecca Marie Balogh and Cynthia McNamara 
of the United States, Father Cathal Gallagher of Ireland, Father Charles 
Laguiche of France, and Reiner Uhle of Germany. Furthermore, 40 percent of 
the Peruvian population, living under ‘states of emergency', are denied all 
basic civil liberties. ... We urgently request this commission and all UN 
member states to take up their responsibilities under this resolution. ... 


*¥weKK KKK KK 


... Massive and systematic abuses of human rights are a pervasive feature of 
life in the Sudan, occurring within the context of a civil war which began 
in 1983. For instance, in 1987 the Bagari and Miseria government-—sponsored 
militia are reported to have massacred more than 1,500 Dinka tribes-people. 


In spite of international appeals to the Sudanese government to disband these 
para-military forces, they continue to violate human rights with impunity. 
For example, earlier this month the Sudanese press reported that government 
troups massacred 17 women in the town of Torit, and in the town of Wau troops 
ran amock leaving two children and four women burnt to death. 


Furthermore, both the government and the insurgency forces (the SPLA) practise 
murder, using food as their weapon of choice. By sabotaging, commandeering, 
or halting the delivery of food to southern Sudan, the goverment and the SPLA 
are responsible for over 100,000 deaths by starvation in 1988 alone. Each of 
these people were murdered as surely as if they had been shot or hanged. 


While responsibility for this massive and systematic abuse of human rights 
must be apportioned between the government and the insurgent forces, it is 
clear that the government is not keen on a peaceful resolution to the current 
conflict - as evidenced by its refusal to implement a peace agreement signed 
with the SPLA in November 1988. We call upon the UN commission to take up the 
case of massive and systematic abuses of fundamental human rights in Sudan, 
and to give as much attention to the use of the denial of food as a weapon as 
we give to other instruments of murder. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/13) 


Address/phone/fax changes: Effective immediately, the mailing address for 
EPS (and the rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
Effective 21h00 GMT, 21 April, the EPS phone number is 791 6156; the EPS fax 
number 798 1346. (The country-city prefix - 41-22 - remains the same.) 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Appeals for 370 000 US dollars following floods in Malawi, and 400 000 
US dollars to respond to ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka. 


Situation reports on Mozambican refugees in Zimbabwe (#11, 29 March) and 
on the outbreak of meningitis in Ethiopia (8 March), and a review (9 
March) of ecumenical response to emergency situations. 


The official report of 11th World Council of YMCAs is available from the 
World Alliance of YMCAs, 37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva. From 22 April, the 
new WAY phone and fax numbers are 732 3100 and 738 4015 respectively. The 
country-city prefex is unchanged (41-22). 


A Covenant for Life: A Letter of Faith on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity 
of Creation is available from WCC Publications for 3 Swiss francs, 1.95 US 
dollars, or 1.10 UK pounds. It is a translation of material from the Dutch 
Council of Churches. Your Health Is In Your Hands: Health Risks in the 
Pacific is the latest in the Church & Society Documents series, from 
WCC/C&S. The Philippines is the focus of the new (1989 #1) Photo 
Oikoumene, from WCC/Visual Arts. Life, Announcement, and Commitment is a 
series of Bible studies by the Consolation and Solidarity Pastoral Service of 
the Latin American Council of Churches. It is available from WCC/HRROLA. 
The address in each case is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva ns 


Ron and Alison O'Grady have announced that for economic reasons, the 
publishers have decided to close Accent, a three-year-old New Zealand 
ecumenical monthly they co-edited. 


Gains and Losses: An International Colloquium on Religious Consciousness 
Among Jews and Christians in the Wake of the French Revolution, in Lille 
(France), 2-6 July, is being sponsored by the International Council of 
Christians and Jews (Martin Buber House, Werléstrasse 2, D-6148 Heppenheim, 
Federal Germany). A Publishing Institute, 15 July-14 August (tentative) is 
being sponsored by the Indian Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, Box 
1585, Kashmere Gate, Delhi 110 006. A booklet of Bible selections, Life in 
all its Fullness: The Word of God and Human Rights is available from the 
Human Rights Office of the [US] National Council of Churches (475 Riverside 
Drive, New York NY 10115). It includes a study guide and the text of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


Upcoming coverage: EPS plans special coverage of the WCC World Conference ~ 
on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio 22-31 May, and of the WCC Central 
Committee in Moscow 15-27 July. If you have special requirements in terms of 


deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc., please let us know before 10 
May and 25 June respectively. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 11 April. Next 
EPS copy deadlines (9h00 GMT) are Wednesday, 19 April; Monday, 1 May; 
Wednesday, 10 May; and Mondays from 22 May. On request, EPS faxes headlines. 
We pay for that. You can then ask (and pay for) faxing entire items. 


ECUMENICAL APPEAL ON NAMIBIA Ecumenical Press 
LAUNCHED FOR US$ 12.4 MILLION Service 89.04.01 


GENEVA - The World Council of Churches has launched a 12.4-million-US-dollar 
appeal for a multi-phase programme in connection with the official transition 
to independence in Namibia which began 1 April. 


The appeal is a response to plans by the Committee for Repatriation, 
Resettlement, and Reconstruction (C3R), an independent agency set up by the 
Council of Churches in Namibia. 


As a result of requests to CCN from UN officials, C3R is to work with 
officials of the office of ithe UN High Commissioner for Refugees to help 
resettle Namibians who left their country during the independence struggle. 


An appeal letter from the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) estimates 
that 60 000 persons will be returning to Namibia between mid May and early 
July. 


UNHCR has appealed for 38.5 million US dollars for the repatriation 
operation. Negotiations between UNHCR and C3R are underway to determine the 
level of UN support for the work of the committee. 


Besides 4.6 million US dollars to help cover costs of the actual return of the 
refugees, the WCC is asking 7 million to fund work with them after their 
return. It is also seeking 800 000 in financial support for an estimated 400 
Namibian and foreign ecumenical observers being assembled at CCN request to 
monitor the transition period. This includes elections planned for late this 
year, and the drafting of a new constitution which is to follow. [EPS] 


EUROPE: 3 ECUMENICAL REFUGEE Ecumenical Press 
CENTRES TO CLOSE OR REORGANIZE Service 89.04.02 


GENEVA - Three refugee centres associated with the World Council of Churches -— 
in Vienna, Rome, and Athens —- are expected either to close or continue under 
different auspices in the next few months. 


The three centres were set up in the wake of World War II. Originally, they 
concerned themselves with refugees from that conflict. 


According to Melaku Kifle, coordinator of the WCC Refugee Service, a 
combination of reduced funding from the US State Department and increased 
emphasis on the role of local churches and regional ecumenical organizations 
in refugee work has led to the changes. 


Altogether, the three centres employ about 30 people. Last year, they 
processed about 7000 refugees, mostly from Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union. Their combined budgets are about 4.8 million Swiss francs. 


Technically, the Vienna centre is under the auspices of the [Austrian Lutheran 
and Reformed] Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confessions, 
though it has functioned as if it were a WCC project, as are the other two 
centres. 


Kifle said that following a review, the Athens centre may continue to operate 
under other auspices. In Italy, he noted, the Federation of Evangelical 
Churches has assumed major responsibilities for counselling, pastoral care, 
and advocacy for refugees settling there or in transit. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 


APPEALS ON LEBANON Service 89.04.03 
LIMASSOL (Cyprus) - In a _ letter (7 April) to ‘churches and ecumenical 


organizations’ around the world, General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle 
East Council of Churches calls on them to ‘urge the Lebanese and non-Lebanese 
protagonists to no longer allow the sacrifice of innocent lives, but to 
undertake sacrifices that would initiate between them a constructive process 
of dialogue leading to a solution' in Lebanon. 


The four-page letter details results of fighting in Lebanon which began 14 
March after General Michel Aoun, who heads one of the two rival Lebanese 
governments, moved to close down ports being operated by independent militias. 


Habib reports that the resulting shelling and bombardment has spared only the 
northern and southern ends of the country, leading to a massive exodus of the 
population, both Christian and Muslim. He cites casualties of 200 killed and 
800 wounded, together with unprecedented damage to homes, shops, public 
buildings, and other property. Electricity is nearly entirely cut off, and 
there is a food shortage. 


He appeals for donations of medical supplies, particularly burn medication, 
together with blankets and mattresses for those whose homes have already been 
destroyed. He also asks for assistance in establishing an emergency 
preparedness fund for the purchase of food items and other social and medical 
necessities. (The MECC warehouse in East Beirut has been hit by shell-fire. 
There is fear that 70-80 percent of its supplies have been destroyed.) 


Habib affirms the call for a ceasefire made by Maronite [Catholic] Patriarch 
Nassrallah Sfeir, who has condemned 'the blind violence that has made victims 
among all confessions in all regions of the country.' 


Habib also draws attention to the efforts of a special committee on Lebanon of 
the Arab League, and urged the international community to rally support for 
its efforts to create ‘a favourable climate for political negotiations' that 
would lead to guarantees for ‘security and long-term peace in Lebanon’. 


Habib recalls that especially in the Easter season, ‘we are reminded of the 
fact that it is through repentance, sacrifice, and death to sinful life that 
we reach resurrection and liberation from evil forces within and outside of 
ourselves.’ He says Christians and Muslims in Lebanon have ‘caused hardship 
and grief to each other' and calls on them to repent and ‘realize more deeply 
that we share in each other's suffering.' 


The international community, he says, 'has tended to ignore or neglect Lebanon 
on the ground that it is too difficult to understand or too dangerous to 
approach.’ He calls on its members to be motivated now ‘to see the truth of 
the situation and resolve to act', and expresses hope the world ‘will not lose 
patience with the complexity of the problem in Lebanon which, in the final 
analysis, is the test of the ability of Christians and Muslims to draw on 
their related spiritual heritage for living together in equality and peace.’ 


Habib thanks those churches who have signalled their solidarity and their 
support for the people of Lebanon, calling that 'a sign of hope and a source 
of great moral encouragement’ to the church in Lebanon. 


‘Continue, if you can', he concludes, ‘to work for a solution aimed at 
restoring the unity of the country, its independence and sovereignty. In the 


meantime, moral and material support for the Lebanese people to enable them to 
endure and survive remains a critical priority.' [EPS] 


USA: court rules university can keep priest from teaching EPS 89.04.04 
WASHINGTON — A US court has ruled that Catholic University of America did not 
violate any agreements it had with priest-theologian Charles Curran when it 
prevented him from teaching Roman Catholic theology. The university took its 
action after the Vatican objected to some of his views on moral issues, and 
withdrew his eligibility to teach theology at the school, which is chartered 
by the Vatican. Curran says he will not appeal the judgment. He is now a 
visiting professor at the University of Southern California. He came to 
Catholic University in 1965 and was given tenure in 1971. [EPS] 


South Africa: effort at Reformed reconciliation breaks down EPS 89.04.05 
JOHANNESBURG - A special meeting to bring reconciliation among the four 
race-based branches of the South African Dutch Reformed Church (the white NGK, 
the mixed-race NGSK, the Asian RCA, and the black NGKA) broke down last month 
the day after a reported suggestion by NGK Moderator Johan Heyns that his 
denomination seek 'forgiveness' for having Supported apartheid, the South 
African system of white supremacy. When it came time to present a formal 
written statement, however, it did not include the forgiveness call. This 
caused dismay among representatives of the other three church bodies. [EPS] 


Finland: bishops concerned about marriage weakening EPS 89.04.06 
HELSINKI - The bishops of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) 
are recommending that steps be taken to enhance the economic position of 
married couples. The SELK synod is expected to recommend that Finnish tax and 
other laws which privilege unmarried couples be changed so that they are on an 
equal footing with married couples. Currently, for instance, unmarried 
couples can deduct for tax purposes twice as much mortage interest as a 
married couple. According to 1986 figures, about 14 percent of Finnish 
couples live together but are not married. About 30 000 marriages and 10 000 
divorces take place each year. [EPS] 


GDR: church leader who called police takes early retirement EPS 89.04.07 
WEIMAR — Hans Reder, the church superintendent who asked police to remove five 
demonstrators who locked themselves in the sacristy of a church here last year 
[EPS 88.03.90], has taken early retirement on health grounds. The five were 
protesting the failure of the GDR (East German) government to grant them 
permission to leave the country. It was the sixth time such a demonstration 
had taken place in that particular church. Lutheran regional bishop Werner 
Leich later criticized Reder's handling of the incident on grounds he did not 
follow procedures for such cases agreed by the superintendents. They specify 
that police are to be called only if a case involves violence against persons 
or church property. The five received sentences ranging from nine months to 
three years at a court hearing in January. Reder's decision to retire is in 
line with recommendations from the association of pastors and the parish 
council. Reder has reportedly applied for GDR permission to retire to Federal 
(West) Germany. [EPS] 


Hungary: pastors reinstated EPS 89.04.08 
BUDAPEST - The Lutheran Church in Hungary (MEE) has reinstated three pastors 
removed from office during periods of church-state tension in the late 1950s. 
L4sz16 Scholz and L4szlo Danhauser, who were forced to leave their parishes 
here in 1956 in the wake of the anti-government uprising, were officially 
welcomed back to their parishes at a liturgy at which the two MEE bishops - 
Gyula Nagy and Bela Harmati - presided. Also exonerated was Tibor Schulek. 
He was removed as a regional dean in 1958 after supporting the late Lajos 
Ordass, MEE presiding bishop at the time. Ordass was dismissed by the MEE 
church council, which elected a successor. Ordass lived under house arrest 
from 1958 until his death in 1978. Last year he was honoured by the MEE on 
the 10th anniversary of his death, and there are plans to issue a previously 
unpublished book by the late bishop. [EPS] 


Africa: French-speaking church information service proposed EPS 89.04.09 a 
NGAOUNDERE (Cameroon) - An ‘independent’ editorial board based in Lomé (Togo) 
is being proposed to expand the coverage of Nairobi-based Africa Church 
Information Service. ACIS now operates only in English. The proposal came 
from a meeting here of the African Francophone Churches' Coordination 
Committee for Information and Communication. The meeting here was a follow-up 
to a meeting last year in Kinshasa. The group called an earlier ACIS decision 
to employ a French-speaking editor a 'step in the right direction', but it was 
unanimous that such a person should be based in a French-speaking African 
country. (The official languages in Keyna, where ACIS is located, are Swahili 
and English.) [EPS] 


Eastern Europe: alternatives to military service proposed EPS 89.04.10 
BUDAPEST/BERLIN —- The Hungarian government has announced that effective 1 
July, those who object to armed military service will be able to choose 
non-combat sections of the military, or work in hospitals or other social 
institutions, as alternatives. The alternatives require more time than armed 
service. In the GDR, meanwhile, two ecumenical peace groups have urged the 
government to accept one percent of those liable for military service in 
alternative civilian service. Currently, the GDR permits objectors to armed 
military service to serve in unarmed military construction brigades. [EPS] 


Mexico: church warning on US films, tv programmes EPS 89.04.11 
MEXICO CITY — In a 25-page report, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, Ernesto 
Cardinal Corripio Ahumada, has warned that US films and tv programmes, widely 
available in Mexico, pose dangers for family unity and weaken ‘our traditional 
values which should be protected’. Corripio says many of the films and 
programmes 'manipulate the Mexican population', and ‘promote a mentality of 
commercialism, sensuality, and hedonism, contrary to Mexican customs.' [EPS] 


Chile: church support for human-rights unit EPS 89.04.12 
SANTIAGO - The Roman Catholic bishops of Chile have released a letter 


supporting the Vicariat of Solidarity (human-rights unit) of the Roman 
Catholic archdiocese here. The vicariat has come under increased government 
pressure in recent weeks. [EPS] 


Italy: court rules on religious education dispute EPS 89.04.13 
ROME -— The Constitutional Court of Italy has ruled that pupils who do not wish 
to take part in Roman Catholic religious instruction are not obliged to take 
part in any alternative school programme during the religious—instruction 
period. Such a ruling had been sought, among others, by the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches of Italy, which groups most of the small minority of 
Christians in the country who are not Roman Catholics. It was opposed by 
Roman Catholic authorities. [EPS] 


Vatican objects to missions editor, who is sent to Cameroon EPS 89.04.14 
ROME - Following objections from Joseph Cardinal Tomko, head of the Vatican 
evangelisation unit, Eugenio Melandri, the priest who has been in charge of an 
Italian-language mission magazine, Missione Oggi, has been reassigned by his 
order to Cameroon. In a letter published by the ASCA news agency, Tomko said 
Missione Oggi had become ‘strongly politicized', included points of view 
contrary to church doctrine, and was causing 'much confusion' in the church. 
He objected in particular to magazine material he considered very favourable 
to the government and opposed to the church hierarchy in Nicaragua. [EPS] 


Uganda: RC leader asks priests to resign from elective office EPS 89.04.15 
KAMPALA — Emmanuel Cardinal Nsubuga, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, has 
called on Roman Catholic priests who were successful candidates in recent 
elections to resign their posts. He was reiterating official Roman Catholic 
discipline which precludes priests from holding political office. [EPS] 


Release of a bishop and two priests in Albania reported EPS 89.04.16 

BOSTON - The Sun, an Albanian newspaper published here, reports that the 
Albanian government has released a bishop (Nicola Troshani) and two priests 
(Simon Jubani and Don Mikel Koliqi) following requests from an FRG (West 
German) official. The three had each been in prison and forced-labour camps 
for more than four decades. Officially, religion has been abolished in 
Albania. The 1989 edition of Britannica World Data estimates that about three 
quarters of the 3.1 million Albanians are "‘non-religious' or ‘atheist'. Of 


the remaining quarter, about 80 percent are Muslims, the rest Christians. 
[EPS] 


Offspring of Nazi—expelled Christian community return EPS 89.04.17 
WESTERWALD (FRG) -—- More than half-a-century after the pacifist community of 
Hutterites was expelled from Germany by the Nazis in 1937, about 40 of their 
offspring have returned to the FRG (West Germany) to settle here. The 
Hutterites are part of the Mennonite tradition, and trace their origins to the 
preaching of Jakob Huter, a Tyrolean Anabaptist who was burned for heresy in 
1536. [EPS] 


Africa Consultation on Diakonia held EPS 89.04.18 
NAIROBI -— Under the auspices of the World Council of Churches, an Africa 
Counsultation on Diakonia (Christian service) took place here (31 March-7 
April). About 100 participants considered past and current forms of diakonia, 
and possible new needs and forms for the years ahead. Material prepared for 
the consultation notes the variety of peoples, "alienation', ‘foreign values', 
a ‘wave of new religious movements', ‘political and economic disorder', an 
"erosion of morals', and signs of hope in the African context in which the 
church is called to serve. It suggests a move away from diakonia as ‘entirely 
social relief work', as merely ‘curative or ambulance service' in approach, as 
being ‘for church members only', and as simply an ‘appendage to the work of 
the church’. It affirms that despite 'real and crippling' setbacks and 
difficulties, the church in Africa is in a 'privileged position and can do far 
more’ in terms of diakonia. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 89.04.19 


Elemer Kocsis has been elected presiding bishop of the Reformed Church in 
Hungary. In a secret ballot at a church synod, he defeated the incumbent, 
Karoly Toth, 51-43. Tdth was elected episcopal vice president. 


Fredrik Schiotz, president of the Lutheran World Federation from 1963 to 
1970, and president of the American Lutheran Church and one of its predecessor 
bodies from 1954 to 1971, died in Minneapolis 25 February. He was 87. 


George Ann Potter is the new director and publisher of Lima-based Noticias 
Aliadas/Latinamerica Press. She is currently a research associate at the 
Center of Concern in Washington. She succeeds David Molineaux, now general 
secretary of IDOC in Rome. 


Scottish church leader George MacLeod and German physicist—philosopher 
Carl-Friedrich von Weizsacker are the 1989 co-winners of the 435 000-US- 
dollar Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion. 


H. Eddie Fox, since 1973 an evangelism staff executive with the Board of 
Discipleship of the United Methodist Church in Nashville (Tennessee/USA) is 
the new evangelism director for the World Methodist Council. He succeeds the 
retired Alan Walker. The WMC evangelism office has been transferred from 
Sydney (New South Wales/Australia) to Nashville. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Gorbachev Message to Ecumenical Organizations" EPS 89.04.20 


This is the text of a message from Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to 
General Secretaries Emilio Castro and Jean Fischer of the World Council of 
Churches and Conference of European Churches respectively. The message came 
in the wake of WCC and CEC efforts to respond to the problems caused by the 
earthquake last year in Soviet Armenia. 


Our most grateful thanks to the general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches and to the general secretary of the Conference of the European 
Churches for their reactions by deeds and words guided by feelings of 
brotherhood, charity, and compassion to the tragic disaster of the Armenian 
people. 


Thanks to your appeal, the religious associations of several countries have 
offered to hold themselves in readiness to relieve the sufferings of those who 
fell victim of this disaster and to help re-establish normal conditions of 
life in the areas struck by the earthquake. 


The sufferings of the Armenians resounded in the heart of all the people in 
the world - believers or non-believers - and provoked an unprecedented 
reaction of the highest humanitarian feelings. 


One recognises in such a noble impulse the bond which links the destinies of 
people, independent of ideological, religious, or other differences between 
them, and their readiness to withstand natural disasters and other threats. 
In this one can see concrete evidence of the new way of thinking and also a 
convincing testimony of a positive change in the world. 


May I take this opportunity to express my personal feeling of solidarity with 
your own activities and those of the churches you represent for the happiness 
of the people and the world. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Statement on Namibia’ EPS 89.04.21 


This text was issued 4 April by Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev (on 
behalf of General Secretary Emilio Castro) of the World Council of Churches. 
It came in the wake of clashes which marred the start of the formal 
independence process for Namibia. 


The outbreak of fighting on Saturday, 1 April 1989, between South African 
occupational forces and the Swapo forces confirms the fears expressed by the 


Namibian churches when they learnt of the reduction of Untag forces by the 
[UN] Security Council. 


Moreover the delay in the deployment of even the reduced Untag force has 
created a void which has been exploited by the South African occupation 


forces, leading to a great loss of life and destruction of property and 
villages. 


The World Council of Churches expresses deep concern on this development which 
threatens the future of Namibia's independence plan. The WCC appeals to the 
United Nations Security Council and Untag to shoulder their responsibility in 
full, and to ensure that no party is made to suffer again. 


The WCC also appeals to the South African government to withdraw its 
occupational forces according to the timetable set out in the annex of UNSCR 
[Security Council Resolution #] 435, so that Namibians can prepare freely to 
elect a democratic government without any delay or interference. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Namibia Ecumenical Statement on Independence Process' EPS 89.04.22 


This statement, dated 7 April, was signed by the Executive Committee of the 
Council of Churches in Namibia and on behalf of the CCN membership (Lutheran, 
Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist [AME], and Reformed [Congregational] ). 


--. We call immediately and urgently upon all to use their offices and 
authority to cease and desist from all acts of aggression, either overt and 
covert, and to honour a ceasefire .... We call upon the members of the 
civilian population ... to act as monitors of this cessation of hostility .... 


We call upon the [South African-appointed] administrator general [of Namibia] 
--. to recall all units of the armed forces which may have been deployed. 
These units and/or individuals are to be confined to their bases and that they 
be confined there until the Untag Police Monitoring Personnel have been 
effectively deployed and/or mobilized. 


We appeal to the administrator general to purge the ranks of Swapol (South 
West Africa Police) of all ex-Koevoet ... members, and all non-—Namibian. 
nationals. We undertake to assist him in this task by providing him with 
lists of the names of those known to us to have belonged to this notorious 
[Koevoet] unit. 


We appeal to the administrator general and to the government of South Africa 
to grant clemency to all members of the Plan [the armed wing of Swapo, the 
principal group fighting South African control of Namibia] units which have to 
date crossed into Namibia ... and to concede them a gathering place(s) and 
time for assembly at that/those gathering places(s), where they will report to 
Untag personnel, be disarmed and be confined, under Untag supervision to 
ensure their safety, pending the decision on their future made in the peace 
conference (see below). 


We call upon Swapo to recall to their bases north of the 16th parallel, all 
units/members of Plan who are south of the said 16th parallel and north of the 
Namibian border. ... Further we appeal to the leadership of Swapo and to the 
leadership of the Republic of South Africa to participate in the peace 
conference to resolve the position of those in the gathering place(s) 
internally and to abide by whatever decision has been made at that conference. 


-.. We appeal to the United Nations to continue with their monitoring and to 
deploy Untag police monitors, with suitable vehicles, in the north as soon as 
possible. ... We reiterate our call for the proper number of Untag military 
component (7500 minimum) to be deployed in Namibia to prevent any further 
jeopardizing of the implementation of UNSCR [UN Security Council Resolution] 
435 and to contain, as far as is humanly possible, any further senseless waste 
of life and property. 


We call upon all our church members to mobilize themselves through prayer and 
loving, peaceful action, under the sign of the Cross and the Flag of Truce 
(white flag). 


We commit ourselves to placing ourselves at the disposal of any 
person/organization who will promote PEACE at this time and will bring about a 
cessation of hostility, bloodshed and a return to the hope generated by the 
implementation of UNSCR 435 (1978). 


WE APPEAL FOR COMPASSIONATE AND COSTLY LOVE TO BE EXPENDED IN FORGIVENESS; 
PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION BY ALL PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD TO 
SAVE NAMIBIA FROM THE BRINK OF DESTRUCTION. We speak out in the trust and in 
the power of our ALMIGHTY GOD. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Hans-Wolfgang Hessler: ‘Church and Media in FRG" EPS 89.04.23 


Hessler is commissioner for television of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD), which groups United, Lutheran, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional 
churches) in Federal (West) Germany and Berlin/West. This is excerpted and 
adapted from the English-language EKD quarterly bulletin. 


... Commercial radio and television stations are now being set up in large 
numbers alongside the traditional public broadcasting system [in Federal 
Germany]. This has meant a great leap in the number of channels. ... Whilst 
some people hope that these developments will lead to a greater variety of 
programmes, others fear that the quality of programme content will be subject 
to rapidly increasing deterioration, because of commercialization and 
competitive pressure. ... The Evangelical Church in Germany ... has tried to 
react to this new situation in three ways. 


Firstly, it has tried to exert its influence on the legislative framework 
giving guidelines as to what can be broadcast on the new channels. ... 
[Besides being an entertainment source, commercial channels must] give due 
consideration to the interests of society as a whole by providing sufficient 
information, education, and advisory services. 


Secondly, it has made provisions for the church and its message to have a part 
in the newly-established commercial tv and radio channels. With this in mind, 
the individual regional churches are now developing their own editing teams 
and networks of staff for regional and local radio. The Evangelical Church 
in Germany is also trying out methods and developing a network of people to 
produce church contributions for the new nationwide private TV channels. 


Thirdly, the Evangelical Church feels challenged by the new situation to make 
greater efforts to promote media awareness, and at the same time to encourage 
a more intensive dialogue between theologians and journalists on the various 
basic issues raised by the relationship between Christian witness and media 
communication. The growing influence of the media on society and the public 
sphere forces the church to reconsider the fundamental principles underlying 
the relationship between its pastoral work on the one hand and its practice in 
the area of communication on the other hand. 


.. No less than 2500 hours of radio and tv are devoted each year to church- 
related or religious events and issues by the public broadcasting authorities, 
with nearly a third of these programmes being produced by the churches 
themselves. They include daily morning devotions heard by millions of 
listeners, regular Sunday services, reports and comments on church events by 
the religious affairs correspondents of the broadcasting stations, and tv 
plays and series with religious or church-related themes. The public 
broadcasting authorities are expected to continue this free service in the 
future as part of their duty to provide for the basic needs of the population. 


Private radio stations are also required by law to give adequate broadcasting 
time to the churches; they can, however, charge them for the costs involved. 


Church contributions will thus also be a permanent feature of the new private 
channels .... 


Radio and television, which are governed by a general trend towards more 
entertainment, should continue to give opportunities for reflection and room 
for the Christian message; by producing their own programmes the churches 
should work towards maintaining high standards as far as programme quality is 
concerned; due consideration must be given to the ... fact that a substantial 
proportion of the members of [the EKD] ... keep up their links with’ their 
church primarily via the media, and will continue to do so. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: "The Meissen Statement - A Step towards Visible Unity’ EPS 89.04.24 


This overview is excerpted from material which appeared in the quarterly 
English-language Bulletin of the Evangelical Church in [Federal] Germany 
(EKD). The EKD and its counterpart in the GDR (East Germany) group the 
United, Lutheran, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional churches) of the two 
countries. 


The Meissen Statement is reportedly the first official German-English 
theological agreement since the 16th-century reformation of the church. 
Released last year by German Evangelical and English Anglican representatives, 
it is now being discussed and debated within each constituency. Official 
acceptance of the declaration is projected for next year. 


[In the Meissen Statement,] the Church of England ... and the Evangelical 
Church in Germany and the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the German 
Democratic Republic (along with their member churches) ... commit themselves 
to strive together for full, visible, unity, and to take all possible steps 
towards closer fellowship in as many areas of Christian life and witness as 
possible. ... 


The ... statement recalls the common tradition of the churches in worship, 
spirituality, and theology, and co-operation between them in many areas of 
social and pastoral concern, and indicates their substantial agreement on the 
doctrine of the church and of the ministry, as well as on a wide range of 
other fundamental theological questions. The one remaining difference - ... 
the understanding of the historical episcopate ... - is not regarded as a 
hindrance to closer fellowship between the participating churches. 


On the basis of such findings the delegations recommend that their churches 
jointly declare that they acknowledge: 


- one another's churches as churches belonging to the one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic church of Jesus Christ, and truly participating in the apostolic 
mission of the whole people of God; 

- that in their churches the Word of God is authentically preached, and the 
Sacraments of baptism and the eucharist are duly administered; 

- one another's ordained ministries as given by God and instruments of his 
grace, and that they look forward to the time when the reconciliation of their 
churches makes possible the full interchangeability of ministers; 

- that personal and collegial oversight (episkope) is embodied and exercised 
in their churches in a variety of forms, episcopal and non-episcopal, as a 
visible sign of the church's unity and continuity in apostolic life, mission, 
and ministry. 


The participating churches ... also commit themselves to share a common life 
and mission, and to take all possible steps towards closer fellowship in as 
many areas of Christian life and witness as possible. The joint declaration 
also provides for a continuation of official theological conversations, forms 
of joint oversight and regular consultation on significant matters of faith 
and order, life and work, participation in one another's worship, exchange of 
ministers, eucharistic hospitality and sharing in the celebration of the 
eucharist, and mutual invitations to ordinations. 


Further practical ways of developing the existing fellowship, such as 
encouraging twinning schemes between church districts and local congregations, 
visiting programmes, student exchanges, and regular conferences of church 
leaders, will be agreed upon separately between the Church of England and the 
Evangelical Church in Germany and the Church of England and the Federation of 
the Evangelical Churches in the GDR. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘German Church Efforts to keep Sunday Special" EPS 89.04.25 


This is abridged and adapted from the quarterly English-language bulletin of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany, which groups United, Reformed, and Lutheran 
Landeskirchen (regional churches) in Federal (West) Germany and Berlin/West. 


A heated debate is underway in the Federal Republic of Germany about keeping 
Sunday special. It has been triggered not only by industry urging government 
to allow more Sunday working, but also by leading members of trade unions and 
political parties. 


The FRG Basic Law (constitution), expressly affirms Sunday as a day of rest. 
Exceptions to this principle are only permitted in order to cater for the 
basic needs of the population or to maintain vital services, or when it is 
technically impossible to interrupt production processes. Sunday working for 
reasons of economic gain is against the law. 


However, those who run plants with expensive, high-performance machines say 
that if they could be operated on weekends, only a few workers and their 
families would be disadvantaged, while leisure time would increase. Those who 
work at weekends would be given three or even four days off in the week, and 
extra workers would have to be employed for the new shifts. 


A joint Evangelical-Roman Catholic warning against such thinking, ‘Our 
Responsibility for Sundays', strongly advocates keeping Sunday special because 
‘human beings and society need Sundays in order to experience that the meaning 
of life does not consist of production and profitability.' 


Issued last year, more than 170 000 copies of the paper have been distributed 
throughout the FRG. Stressing the significance of Sundays for individuals, 
culture, and the community, it observes: 


'When people pause from their work on a Sunday and respect this day as a time 
set apart for God, turn to him as their Creator and Redeemer, listen to his 
Word and receive guidance and strength for the tasks which lay before them, 
they experience something of the freedom, dignity, and humanity which are 
God's gift to human beings. Human life is not meant to revolve around work. 
By observing Sunday as a special day, people are continually reminded that 
they owe their lives to God and are called to a life in union with God.' 


Martin Kruse, Evangelical (United) bishop for Berlin/West, who chairs the EKD 
council, says Sundays ‘cannot be traded in for money or any other kind of 
leisure time ... [or] made "flexible", or rationalised. We cannot allow 
ourselves to be bought off over something which has such basic value for our 
lives.' The statement also warns against giving up weekends as free time 
which families, the community, neighbours, and friends have in common by 
making Saturdays a working day again for the broad mass of the population. 


In a joint reply, the presidents of the Employers' Association and the 
National Federation of German Industries agree that Sundays should be kept 
special. But, they call for limited exceptions to the laws governing work on 
that day. The federal employment minister is calling for a continuation of 
the special status of Sunday, but not Saturday. FRG Chancellor Helmut Kohl 


told the EKD council early this year that ‘as long as I am chancellor ... the 
special status of Sunday will be protected.' 


Supporters of changes in FRG laws note that in some other countries in Europe, 
laws against work on Sunday are less strict. FRG church leaders realize that 
they must talk to their counterparts in those countries in order to speak with 
one voice in different countries of Europe as far as possible. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Charles Maingi: ‘Letter from Nairobi' EPS 89.04.26 


A visit to President Daniel arap Moi early this year by a top-level delegation 
from member churches of the National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) was 
expected to yield improved church-state relations in Kenya [EPS 89.03.08]. 


But that hope was shattered as politicians and church leaders continued to 
attack one another with as great intensity as ever. 


A new row started when Energy Minister Nicholas Biwott said the key to ending 
church-state differences was for a few misguided church leaders to realize the 


futility of their militancy against the government and Kanu, the only legal 
political party in Kenya. 


He said the misguided church leaders had ganged up and introduced politics of 
a trade-union type in the church. 


Biwott interpreted the NCCK meeting with Moi as a realization by church 
leaders that they had overstepped their roles. Asa result, he said, they had 
abandoned their militancy and reaffirmed their loyalty to the president. 


Church reaction to Biwott was both swift and sharp. 


Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu, NCCK chairman, criticized Biwott for attacking 
church leaders ‘unnecessarily'. He said Biwott and ‘anyone else who thinks 
that certain clarifications made by some church leaders recently meant the 
voice of the church had been silenced would very soon eat their words!' 


Okullu said there are still 'very serious [unresolved] issues' in Kenya, 
particularly the ‘erosion of the electoral system', which the church must talk 
about. He said it would be a serious betrayal of the people of Kenya if the 
church withdrew from such debates. 


NCCK General Secretary Sam Kobia described Biwott's comments as ‘uncalled for'. 


He said the church would not compromise on issues of social-economic and 
political justice since it is inspired by the Bible to act on these. He said 
it is wrong for politicians to label church leaders as anti-government when 
the church leaders comment on 'social injustices in the society'. 


Another Anglican diocesan bishop, David Gitari, said church leaders would not 
remain silent when 'glaring injustices are made the order of the day in the 
society’. As an example, Gitari alleged rigging in a recent parliamentary 
by-election in Kiharu constituency. He said church leaders speak against 
social or political injustice out of loyalty and patriotism. 


Anglican Bishop John Mahiaini, in whose diocese the Kiharu constituency is 
located, also disputed the results announced by the government. He also 
appealed to Moi to restrain a Kanu branch from victimising 12 local party 
leaders who have disputed the results of the by-election. He said the church 
is not trying to defy the president, but rather to support him by telling him 
the truth. 


A list of names of Christians in Mahiaini's diocese who say they saw rigging 
in the Kiharu by-election was reportedly taken away by a local official. 


A Roman Catholic diocesan bishop, Peter Kairu, also criticized the conduct of 
the election. He said the truth about the election had not been established, 
and said those who question the official results should not be threatened. 
[over] 


kenya/2 


Another Anglican diocesan bishop, Alexander Muge, who was in the NCCK 
delegation which met Moi, dismissed Biwott's remarks. ‘Who is Biwott, 
anyway?' Muge asked. 


He called the comments an insult not only to the bishops but also to the 
entire church and asked Biwott to apologize. He said some politicians are not 
happy to see church-state harmony. 


In their turn, political leaders were quick to reply to the church criticism 
of Biwott (who was with Moi on a visit to France and Federal Germany during 
most of the period of the debate). 


An assistant minister for information and broadcasting, Wilfred Mburu Kimani, 
asked Gitari whether Gitari is better placed than Moi to know whether there 
was election rigging in Kiharu. (Moi has dismissed an appeal by the losing 
candidate in the by-election). 


An assistant minister for national guidance and political affairs, Shariff 
Nassir, also attacked church leaders who disputed the results of the 
by-election. He called them ‘outsiders' and said they should keep out of 
politics. 


Nassir charged that they are trying to destroy the queuing method of voting 
(whereby voters stand behind the candidate of their choice), but said that 
method (whose introduction was protested by several church leaders [EPS 
88.03.47]) is here to stay. 


The chairman of the Uasin Gishu party branch, Jackson Kibor, said that in 
criticizing Biwott, Muge was looking down on a presidential appointee. 


A Kanu party official in Muge's diocese, Paul Chepkok, announced that his 
branch would organize a demonstration to condemn the bishop. He described 
Muge as ‘a mouthpiece of unknown masters’. 


Muge dismissed the demonstration threat. He said he would only be concerned 
if there were a countrywide protest. 


The minister for supplies and marketing, William Ntimama, who is also Kanu 
national treasurer, called Muge's ‘attack' on Biwott ‘malicious and uncalled 
for’'s 


At least one church leader joined the criticism from government officials. 
Washington Ngede, a bishop who is general secretary of the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Kenya, accused Okullu of trying to ‘create a wedge between the 
church and state'. 


Ngede urged the NCCK and the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya to 
disown Okullu. Ngede later described Muge as a bishop with a loose tongue, 
and supported the Kanu call for a demonstration against Muge. 


In an apparent reference to the debate, Moi later advised bishops not to take 


sides in political issues. He said that when they take sides, they cannot be 
reconcilers. 


Moi, who was speaking during a parade for police recruits at Kiganjo, in 
central Kenya, added that it is not in keeping with Christian principles for 
bishops to exchange attacks with politicians. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/14) 


Address/phone/fax/telex changes: The new mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The new telex 
number is 415 730 OIK CH. The new EPS phone number is 791 6156. The new EPS 
fax number is 798 1346. (The country-city prefix for the last two -— 41-22 - 
remains the same.) 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva A 


Appeals for 370 000 US dollars following floods in Malawi, and 400 000 
US dollars to respond to ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka. 


Situation reports on Mozambican refugees in Zimbabwe (#11, 29 March) and 
on the outbreak of meningitis in Ethiopia (8 March), and a review (9 
March) of ecumenical response to emergency situations. 


Justice and Health - Latin American Reality is the theme of the latest 
(#108, April) issue of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian Medical . 
Commission (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva Dis 


Gains and Losses: An International Colloquium on Religious Consciousness 
Among Jews and Christians in the Wake of the French Revolution, in Lille 
(France), 2-6 July, is being sponsored by the International Council of 
Christians and Jews (Martin Buber House, Werléstrasse 2, D-6148 Heppenheim, 
Federal Germany). A Publishing Institute, 15 July-14 August (tentative) is 
being sponsored by the Indian Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, Box 
1585, Kashmere Gate, Delhi 110 006. A booklet of Bible selections, Life in 
all its Fullness: The Word of God and Human Rights is available from the 
Human Rights Office of the [US] National Council of Churches (475 Riverside 
Drive, New York NY 10115). It includes a study guide and the text of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


Meeting in Faith: Twenty Years of Christian-Muslim Conversations Sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches is available from WCC Publications for 
17.50 Swiss francs, 10.90 US dollars, or 6.50 UK pounds. 


Upcoming coverage: EPS plans special coverage of the WCC World Conference 
on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio 22-31 May, and of the WCC Central 
Committee in Moscow 15-27 July. If you have special requirements in terms of 
deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc., please let us know before 10 
May and 25 June respectively. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 20 April. Next 
EPS copy deadlines (9h00 GMT) are Monday, 1 May; Wednesday, 10 May; and 
Mondays from 22 May. On request, EPS faxes headlines. 

We pay for that. You can then ask (and pay for) faxing entire items. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


FIJI: METHODIST Ecumenical Press 
DISPUTE RESOLVED? Service 89.04.27 


SUVA - The highest court in Fiji has issued a ruling designed to settle a 
leadership dispute in the Methodist Church in Fiji. MCF is the largest 
denomination in this Pacific island nation of about 750 000 people (about half 
of whom are counted as Christians). 


Late last month, a_ special meeting of the Methodist conference voted to 
confirm the dismissal of Josateki Koroi as MCF president. Motions supporting 
Acting President Isireli Caucau and various administrative changes in the 
denomination were unanimously backed by the approximately 250 ordained 
ministers and lay people who attended the special meeting. 


But the next day, Fiji Chief Justice Timoci Tuivaga ruled null and void the 
"purported displacement' of Koroi, who completes his third and final one-year 
term at the end of the year. 


The special meeting was convened by MCF General Secretary Manasa Lasaro on 
behalf of Caucau. Late last year, Koroi suspended Lasaro on grounds that he 
had exceeded his authority. Eighteen of the 25 MCF divisional superintendents 
later voted to reinstate Lasaro. With other Methodist ministers, Lasaro has 
been active in efforts to see that severe restrictions are enforced in Fiji on 
Sunday activities. 


Both the MCF president and general secretary are elected by the Annual 
Conference. The chief justice ruled that Lasaro also remains in his post, and 
that the MCF Standing Committee should consider and settle all outstanding 
problems in accordance with the MCF constitution. He said the anti-Koroi 
group used 'force and threat of force and violence' in taking over the 
denominational leadership. He also declared their suspension of the MCF 
constitution and dissolution of the MCF standing committee null and void. He 
noted that the MCF constitution has no provision for special meetings. 


The group opposed to Koroi says he has lost the confidence of the great bulk 
of the MCF membership because he is lax on _ the question of Sunday 
restrictions. At the special meeting, Davuilevu Circuit Superintendent Nemani 
Cakacaka asked: 'How can we have a shepherd who picks tomatoes and delivers 
dalo on Sundays?' He charged that ‘when the flock endeavour to attend church 
on the holy day, our shepherd is busy driving down to his ... farm to work.' 


Tuivaga described the question of Sunday observance in Fiji as ‘one of the 
major rallying points in this rift'. He suggested the Methodists do an ‘in-— 
depth study of this nationally important subject, which may well need to be 
Scrutinised under the theological, sociological, and political microscope.' 
He said the current MCF turmoil ‘has caused much sadness and disappointment', 
but it is not for the court to ‘allocate blame to anyone for the troubles.' 


After the decision, Koroi said he would offer a hand of friendship to Lasaro, 
and would ask the general secretary to go with him before August to meet all 
MCF leaders to work for reconciliation and unity. 


Before the case was decided, Deputy General Secretary Ruth Sovik of the World 
Council of Churches, on behalf of WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, offered 
Koroi ‘our prayers and our support as you seek the assistance of the High 
Court in Fiji in confirming the integrity of the Methodist Church in Fiji and 
of your position as duly elected president of that church.' Kenyan Methodist 
Presiding Bishop Lawi Imathiu, president of the World Methodist Council, led a 
three-person WMC delegation to Fiji in March to try to foster reconciliation. 
It left without a proposed agreement being signed. [EPS] 


NAMIBIA: CHURCH OFFICIALS TRY TO Ecumenical Press 
HELP SWAPO SOLDIERS REACH UN SITES Service 89.04.28 


This is based on material supplied by the London-based, ecumenical, Namibia 
Communications Centre. 


WINDHOEK - Church leaders in Namibia report Swapo soldiers have asked for 
advice regarding safe passage to UN assembly points, but that the church has 
told them ‘conditions are not good’. (Swapo is the principal armed group 
fighting South African control of Namibia.) 


Swapo soldiers have also sent messages to some church officials saying that 
because of the reimposition of the dusk-to-dawn curfew by South Africans in 
the north, they hesitate to approach the assembly points at night because they 
think South African troops are waiting to ambush them. 


The failure of Swapo soldiers to turn up at UN-designated assembly points in 
Namibia is seen by church leaders as a result of the refusal of the South 
African Defence Force to leave the areas in peace. 


As of mid-April, hardly any of the more than 1500 Swapo soldiers said by South 
Africa to be inside Namibia had reported to Untag (the UN force monitoring the 
process which is to lead to Namibian independence) for transfer to Angola. 


Church officials who spoke to Angolan troops on the border said the Angolans 
‘couldn't understand why the Swapo combatants held by the UN were not handed 
over to them within two days.' 


When a church official attempted to talk to four combatants at the Oshikango 
assembly point, Untag troops refused to allow them to talk in Oshivambo, their 
home language. The four were brought to the UN by Lutheran church officials, 
including Finnish Namibian expert Ola Eriksson. 


‘It was a test' said Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni, ‘and the test has 
failed.' He confirmed that South African troops have surrounded all UN 
assembly points he has seen, their troops overwhelmingly outnumbering Untag 
forces. He said the South Africans are also present at churches where UN 
representatives say Swapo soldiers may congregate. 


The South African army reports its forces have killed 13 Swapo soldiers and 
captured 22 in the week since the Mount Etjo Declaration was signed bringing 
the assembly points into being. 


'There are other guerrillas in northern Namibia', says a church official, but 


they 'now have no confidence in what is going to happen to them should they go 
to the assembly points.' 


Most Swapo combatants in Namibia are now having to make their own way north to 
Angola or remain in hiding. 


The clock for the transition from South African rule to independence is 


cua till South Africa and the UN are agreed that all Swapo fighters have 
eft. 


re South African administrator general says his forces will soon go on 
verification operations' if they suspect that not all Swapo forces have 
withdrawn to Angola. Such operations could greatly intensify ongoing 


pattie Se of civilians by the South African forces in the northern war zone. 


US ECUMENICAL GROUP Ecumenical Press 
IN VISIT TO VATICAN Service 89.04.29 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - General Secretary Arie Brouwer of the [US] National 
Council of Churches, reports he talked with Pope John Paul II about developing 
relations with US Roman Catholics during a papal audience for an NCC 
delegation at the Vatican (14 April). The response was ‘warm and 
affirmative', Brouwer said in a Phone interview (16 April). The pope 
"stressed the importance of the ecumenical movement in the United States.' 


That informal exchange followed the reading by NCC President Patricia McClurg, 
an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church (USA), of a formal statement 
from the delegation, and the pope's formal reply. 


For four days prior to the audience, the group was briefed on the work of 
several Vatican units and explored areas of ecumenical interest such as the 
1982 ecumenical convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). 


The NCC statement listed 'concerns for the future of ecumenical relationships 
and spiritual renewal, ... situations in Eastern Europe and South Africa, 
developments in inculturation and collegiality, and ... the reception of the 
results of the ecumenical dialogues', among the discussion topics. 


"We are thankful to you', it continued, ‘for this opportunity to confess 
together what we share of the common apostolic faith, renew our commitment to 
unity, celebrate together our common calling to a reconciling ministry to 
Christians worldwide, and pray that the day may be hastened when full 
communion among our separate ecclesial communities may be realized.' 


The NCC sent its first delegation to the Vatican in 1969. It planned this 
visit as a follow-up to an ecumenical meeting the pope had in Columbia (South 
Carolina) during his 1987 visit to the United States. 


"You have expressed the hope that your meeting this week will help to deepen 
ecumenical relations between your council and the Catholic church as we 
approach the third millennium of Christianity', said the pope. ‘I share this 
hope in the firm conviction that we must walk the path of reconciliation 
together in obedience to Christ's will for us.' 


Brouwer said the delegation told Vatican officials that cooperation in 
interreligious dialogue and other areas will be developed in the context of 
the NCC relationship with the Geneva—-based World Council of Churches. 


The NCC group was accompanied by Denver Roman Catholic Archbishop J. Francis 
Stafford, and a priest, John Hotchkin. Stafford chairs, and Hotchkin is the 
Staff director of, the US Roman Catholic Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs. Brouwer said the committee is the channel for the NCC 
as it seeks to work more closely with Roman Catholics in such areas as 
Supporting religious freedom in the Soviet Union. 


The delegation worshipped at the site at the Vatican identified as the tomb of 
the Apostle Peter. Brouwer, an ordained minister of the Reformed Church in 
America, said that when he invited delegation members to name others who have 
helped build the church, the names included Martin Luther, John Calvin, and 
John Wesley (whose reforming and renewing work in earlier centuries was 
instrumental in the formation of the Lutheran, Reformed, and Methodist 
traditions). Also named were such 20th-century figures (now dead) as 
Metropolitan Nikokim, an Eastern Orthodox ecumenical leader from the Soviet 
Union, and W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the first WCC general secretary. [EPS] 


DENMARK: PROPOSED LUTHERAN Ecumenical Press 
BODY PROMPTS HEATED DEBATE Service 89.04.30 


COPENHAGEN - As things stand now, no person or group in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Folk Church in Denmark (ELFD) has official authorization to speak 
about any subject on behalf of what is at least the nominal church of most 
Danes. It is around that issue that a proposal before the Folketinget (Danish 
parliament) to establish an official ELFD Inter-Church Council has prompted 
heated debate. 


To date, ecumenical activities have been carried out by a voluntary body, the 
Council on Inter-Church Relations, in cooperation with the ELFD bishops, in 
particular the ELFD bishop here. 


The proposal to create an official ELFD-wide inter-church council calls for 
parishes in each of the 10 ELFD dioceses to elect a diocesan inter-church 
committee. These in turn would elect a member each to the national body. It 
would also include two ELFD bishops chosen by the government minister for 
church affairs. 


Costs of the new council would be paid from church taxes, though certain 
ecumenical grants in the state budget - such as membership contributions to 
international church organizations - are expected to continue. 


Supporters of the new arrangements say ecumenical relations involve the whole 
ELFD, and so it must have a body officially responsible for them. Several 
organizations, including missionary societies and the YMCA and YWCA, have 
organized meetings to support the changes. 


But protest meetings have also been held in several places. And four of the 
10 ELFD bishops have expressed reservations, particularly over whether the new 
body could join the existing Danish Ecumenical Council. Supporters of the 
proposal say such membership is absolutely necessary. 


In another Danish ecumenical development, plans for the papal visit in June 
include the participation of the pope and the ELFD bishops in sung vespers in 
the historic cathedral in Roskile. Because no sermons or addresses are 


included in the order for worship, some have complained that the pope is being 
‘muzzled’. 


However, both the pope and Ole Bertelsen, the ELFD bishop with special 
responsibility for ecumenical affairs, are to speak at a_ reception 
afterwards. The next day, at a gathering involving representatives of most 
Danish denominations, both the pope and ELFD Bishop Henrik Christiansen 
(Aalborg) are to speak, as is Apostolic Church Pastor Verner Jensen. 


A joint statement by leading figures of the Danish Baptist Union has be 


released welcoming the pope ‘in spite of our doctrinal differences and 
historically conditioned divisions.’ 


In connection with a new translation of the Bible expected to be released by 
the Danish Bible Society in 1991, several church organizations, including the 
Inner Mission, have expressed fear that it will be too influenced by the 
historical-critical method of Bible study. They proposed that three people 


who agree with their stance be added to the committee reviewing the 
translations prior to publication. 


In another development, a proposal to merge eight of the 16 missionary 
societies in the Danish Missionary Council has been dropped, after six of them 
withdrew from the talks following preliminary discussions. [EPS] 


Ivory Coast: pope reportedly declines presidential request EPS 89.04.31 
ROME —- The pope met Ivory Coast President Felix Houphouét-Boigny privately 
here (14 April), and reportedly declined the president's request that the pope 
come to the Ivory Coast in September to consecrate a gigantic cathedral the 
president is having built in his home town of Yamoussoukro. [EPS] 


Greece: patriarch, WCC general secretary to get honorary degrees EPS 89.04.32 
THESSALONIKA - The theology department of the university here has announced 
plans to award honorary doctorates to Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch 
Parthenios III of Alexandria and All Africa, and to General Secretary Emilio 
Castro of the World Council of Churches. Both are to be honoured for their 
‘contribution to the development of theological thought, the search for 
Christian unity, and the establishment of world peace.' [EPS] 


Malaysia: church group objects to Rushdie, anti-Christian books EPS 89.04.33 

KUALA LUMPUR - In a statement by Secretary K.C. Ho (10 April), the Christian 
Federation of Malaysia joined ‘all right-thinking people' in deploring the 
novel Satanic Verses, 'that according to Muslim scholars [is] blasphemous. ' 

Ho said 'the world-wide reaction to it indicates that the charge made against 
the author has substance', and thus 'the action taken by various governments -— 
including our own - to ban the book is justified." Ho added, however, that 
"various publications attacking and ridiculing the beliefs of Christians are 
found on the shelves of some bookshops [in Malaysia]. ... We appeal to the 
relevant authority to take appropriate action.' [EPS] 


Three US archbishops take issue with Vatican official on women EPS 89.04.34 

ROME - During a Vatican visit last month, a delegation of US Roman Catholic 
bishops heard Edouard Cardinal Gagnon, head of the Vatican Council on the 
Family, urge caution in appointing women to panels which determine whether to 
grant Roman Catholic annulments (declarations that marriages never existed; 
necessary for remarriage under Roman Catholic auspices, since divorce is not 
allowed). Gagnon said women tend to have 'tender hearts' which may 'play 
tricks' and cause them not to be objective judges. (US marriage tribunals, on 
which many women sit, grant a relatively high number of annulments.) Later, 
three prelates objected to what Gagnon said. Their president, John May (St 
Louis), said he ‘would agree with [US] women ... at their consternation and 
irritation at certain things that were said' by Gagnon. [EPS] 


USSR: secret religion laws going; parish registrations up EPS 89.04.35 

MOSCOW - Moscow News reports (9 April) the Soviet government Council for 
Religious Affairs is repealing secret rules adopted between 1961 and 1983. 
Among restrictions lifted are those on church-connected charitable activity, 
bell ringing, and parish council meetings. It also reports 1610 congregations 
(including 48 Islamic communities) newly registered last year - among them 
1336 Eastern Orthodox (1224 Russian, 72 Georgian), 71 Roman Catholic, 36 
Pentecostal. Turned over to them were 937 ‘deserted religious buildings'; 
143 permits were issued to build new churches. Figures for 1987 were 104 new 
registrations, 17 returned buildings, and 10 building permits. Meanwhile, UK- 
based Keston College reports demolition (4 April) of an unregistered Baptist 
church building in Rostov-on-Don. It says an unregistered Baptist church in 
Kharkov was burned down 'in suspicious circumstances’ (14 February), and that 
a Catholic community in Rosisov received its building back in an ‘appalling 
State.' It was taken by the state in the 1920s. Local authorities reportedly 
refuse to help restore it, and are demanding 30 000 roubles for it. [EPS] 


France: meeting of ecumenical relations officers EPS 89.04.36 
CHANTILLY - About 180 French ecumenical officers (Lutheran, Anglican, 
Reformed, Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox) attended their once-in-three-years 
meeting here (30 March-3 April). [EPS] 


Vatican greetings for Islamic feast EPS 89.04.37 

ROME - The president of the Vatican Council for Interreligious Dialogue has 
sent a message to mark the Islamic feast of el Fitr (about 6-8 May), which 
condludes the Islamic fast month of Ramadan. Francis Cardinal Arinze says 
both Christianity and Islam profess 'the unity of the human family' Fasting, 
he adds, ‘teaches us interdependence and solidarity’ which enables ‘mutual 
esteem and trust, so that beyond our differences we may together promote the 
building up of the human family.’ Among those associating themselves with the 
message was Ian Young, an Anglican priest who is Gulf liaison officer of the 
Middle East Council of Churches. The MECC includes Catholic, Oriental and 
Eastern Orthodox, and Evangelical (Reformed, Anglican, Lutheran) membership. 


Iraq: Christian groups in card campaign for war prisoners EPS 89.04.38 
BAGHDAD - Christmas cards signed by jndividual members of the Armenian 
[Oriental Orthodox] Church in Iraq, and others with the imprint of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church of Iraq, are being circulated with an appeal for 
the release of Iraqi prisoners of war being held in Iran. [EPS] 


Danes attend church less EPS 89.04.39 
COPENHAGEN - Research published by the Danish Institute for Social Science 
shows that 75 percent of the approximately 5 million Danes never attend 
church, or attend only at great festivals. The corresponding figure in 1964 
was 63 percent. Average Sunday attendance is about 2 percent; it was 3-4 
percent two decades ago. In an average week, about one Dane in eight has 
contact with the Evangelical-Lutheran Folk Church in Denmark (to which about 
90 percent of Danes belong) - via meetings, worship, or social work. About 
four Danish children in five are baptized, though the figures for the 
Copenhagen region are two in three, and for the city itself five in nine. 
[EPS] 


Faeroe Islands ask for ecclesiastical independence EPS 89.04.40 
TORSHAVN - The government of the Faeroe Islands - a self-governing part of 
Denmark - is asking the Danish government to establish a separate diocese for 
the islands. Till now, they have a vice bishop in the Copenhagen diocese of 
the Evangelical-Lutheran Folk Church in Denmark, as does Greenland, another 
self-governing part of Denmark. [EPS] 


Denmark: queen designs and helps sew new cloak for bishop EPS 89.04.41 
VIBORG -— On Pentecost Sunday (14 May), Bishop Georg Geil of the Lutheran 
diocese here is to wear a new liturgical cloak designed by Danish Queen 
Margrete II. The queen found the blue silk brocade for the cloak in Britain. 
With women of the diocese, she sewed it. The queen has previously designed 
episcopal cloaks for the dioceses of Helsing¢r and Haderslev. [EPS] 


Denmark: call for ‘Forum for a Free Folk Church’ EPS 89.04.42 
ARHUS -— A group was to meet here this month to set up a Forum for a Free Folk 
Church within the Evangelical-Lutheran Folk Church in Denmark. Stated aim of 
the forum is to liberate the church from the 'politicizing influence of the 
State', and to encourage ‘right-wing people who will stand by the confession 
of the church.' The forum is like the Free Synod in the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden, except that membership is to be restricted to parishes. [EPS] 


Denmark: parishes participate in New Age exhibition EPS 89.04.43 
COPENHAGEN - Four Lutheran parishes here jointly sponsored an exhibit at a New 
Age exhibition of ‘alternative living and thinking' here. About 15 000 paying 
visitors attended the exhibition. The church stand distributed about 3000 
parish magazines and 500 copies of the gospel according to Luke. One of the 
parish priests said the stand was set up because 'the large number of visitors 
were people seeking for answers. Several of them have turned their backs on 
the church. We join with them on the road of their search' and tell them that 
"the goal of your search is reached when you find Jesus.' [EPS] 


South Korea: pastor arrested on return from North Korea EPS 89.04.44 
SEOUL - South Korean Presbyterian Pastor Moon Ik-hwan was arrested at the 
airport here (13 April) after he returned, via Tokyo, from a visit to North 
Korea which was not authorized by the South Korean government. Among other 
things, Moon spent seven hours with North Korean President Kim Il-sung. The 
South Korean’ government has described the Moon trip as treasonous. Moon has 
already spent seven years in jail in connection with his activities. [EPS] 


USSR: monthly begins serializing New Testament EPS 89.04.45 
MOSCOW - The Soviet monthly World of Books has begun to publish the New 
Testament in instalments. An editorial note explained that European culture 
is 'incomprehensible if you don't know its Christian bases.' [EPS] 


Mexico: church-state relations said to improve EPS 89.04.46 
MEXICO CITY - Prensa Ecuménica, the ecumenical monthly based in Buenos Aires, 
reports that after 60 years of official chill, church-state relations in 
Mexico have entered a 'new era’. Carlos Salina de Gortari, who began his term 
as Mexican president last December, symbolized the new relationship by 
inviting the Vatican delegate to Mexico, the president of the conference of 
Roman Catholic bishops, and the Roman Catholic archbishop-primate to the 
legislative palace. For the past 75 years, church-state relationships have 
been unofficial and semi-secret. Articles in the 1917 Mexican constitution, 
still in force, limit the church role in education and politics. They also 
deny the church the right to be considered a juridical person. More than 90 
percent of the more than 80 million people of Mexico are counted as Roman 
Catholics. [EPS] 


Latvian Lutheran leadership reported voted out EPS 89.04.47 
Keston (Kent/England/UK) - Keston College, based here, reports (14 April) that 
a meeting of a 95-member General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Latvia (LELB), held in Riga 11-12 April, has voted to replace Archbishop Eriks 
Mesters and the entire LELB consistory (executive committee). The new 
consistory is said to consist of eight members of the Latvian Rebirth and 
Renewal Movement, led by Pastor Juris Rubenis. The new archbishop is said to 
be Karlis Gailitis, former pastor of Luther church in Riga. Keston said the 
synod voted to revert to the 1928 LELB constitution, and asked for 'the 
annulment of the [1939] Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact [which paved the way for 
Latvia to become part of the Soviet Union] and the self—-determination and 
independence of Latvia.' It also urged alternatives for conscientious 
objectors to military service, and the return of church buildings taken over 
by the government. Lutheranism is the principal form of Christianity in 
Latvia, one of the 15 Soviet republics. [EPS] 


USSR: three hierarchs elected to congress EPS 89.04.48 
MOSCOW - Among those elected last month to the 750 places reserved for 
nominees of social organizations in the new Soviet Congress of Peoples 
Deputies were three Eastern Orthodox hierarchs - Patriarch Pimen and _ two 
metropolitans (Alexi of Leningrad and Pitirim of Volokalamsk). Eastern 
Orthodoxy is the principal form of Christianity in the Soviet Union. Pimen 
was nominated by the Soviet Peace Fund, one of six candidates for five 
places. Pitirim was nominated by the Soviet Culture Fund, and Alexi by the 
Soviet Fund for Mercy and Health. [EPS] 


New Vatican text for profession of faith for church officials EPS 89.04.49 
ROME - Since the beginning of last month, the Vatican has had in effect a new 
three-part text for a sort of profession of faith for all church officials. 
Besides the text of the Nicene Creed, it includes references to ‘'truths 
propounded definitively by the church' in faith and morals (including 
"everyting pertaining to natural law'), and to other teaching by the 
‘authentic magisterium' of the church. [EPS] 


USA: blacks, Jews air mutual anger at church-related meeting EPS 89.04.50 
NEW ORLEANS —- Meeting for two days at Dillard University, related to the 
United Church of Christ and the United Methodist Church, black and Jewish 
leaders expressed frustration and anger in connection with differences on such 
matters as preferential hiring, anti-Semitism, and racism. According to a 
Religious News Service report, ‘despite their differences on several issues, 
participants agreed that blacks and Jews still have common foes.' [EPS] 


Dissident Soviet deacon Vladimir Rusak off to USA EPS 89.04.51 
GENEVA -—- The Lutheran World Federation reports that as a result of 
negotiations between LWF and Soviet government representatives, Eastern 
Orthodox Deacon Vladimir Rusak and his wife Galina are being resettled in the 
United States. In September 1986, Rusak was sentenced to seven years in a 
labour camp and five years of internal exile for ‘anti-Soviet agitation and 
propaganda'. He had written a critical history of the Russian Orthodox Church 
from the time of the communist revolution of 1917. Rusak was released from 
prison in October 1988. He is to become a teacher at the seminary of the 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia in Jordanville (New York State). 
[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Will Outsiders Please Get Out of Lebanon!’ EPS 89.04.52 


This is the text of an open appeal to members of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches from WARC General Secretary Edmond Perret. 


Dear Brothers and Sisters, 


We have received an urgent appeal from the moderator of the National 
Evangelical Synod of Syria-Lebanon (a WARC member), requesting that you 
impress upon your government the need for withdrawing all illegal forces from 
Lebanon as a preliminary step in paving the way for peace in that country. 


We concur with that appeal. 


We are impressed by the fact that the moderator of the synod, as well as 
leaders within the Middle East Council of Churches [EPS 89.04.03], are 
pleading for a political solution on behalf of all Lebanese, not only for the 
safety of the Christian population. 


Their reports tell us that Lebanese soil is a playground for outside interests 
who exercise their political ambitions violently. 


We know who some of the players are: the Soviet Union, the United States, 
Israel, Syria, Iran, Iraq, and armed Palestinian factions in Lebanon. 


We are told and believe that no Lebanese wants his or her country dissolved 


into some other political entity, and no Lebanese wants to see the country 
partitioned. 


Christians and Muslims do have their differences, but there is no way to solve 
them peacefully until the guns stop firing, and Muslims and Christians can 
leave their bomb shelters and walk safely to the peace table. 


Please know that both the Middle East Council of Churches and the Arab League 
are desperately trying to act as mediators. But neither can succeed unless 


and until the shooting stops, and the shooting will not stop, we are told, 
until outside interests are removed from Lebanon. 


As you act, please do pray ceaselessly for the people of that besieged country. 


In the name of the Prince of Peace. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Towards a New Understanding of the Jewish People’ EPS 89.04.53 


This is from 'The Churches and the Jewish People: Towards a New 
Understanding’, adopted at its last meeting by the Consultation on the Church 
and the Jewish People of the World Council of Churches. The complete text is 
available from WCC/Dialogue, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


.-.- We as Christians firmly hold to our confession of faith in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and God (John 20:28); in the creative, redemptive, and sanctifying work 
of the triune God; and in the universal proclamation of the gospel. We 
therefore feel free in Christ to make the following affirmations: 


(1) We believe that God is the God of all people, yet God called Israel to be 
a blessing to all the families of the earth (Genesis 12:3) and a light to the 
nations (Isiah 42:6). In God's love for the Jewish people, confirmed in 
Jesus Christ, God's love for all humanity is shown. 


(2) We give thanks to God for the spiritual treasures we share with the 
Jewish people. ... 


(3) We recognize that Jesus Christ both binds together and divides us as 
Christians and Jews. ... 


(4) We ... reject, as contrary to the will of God, the view that the 
sufferings of Jews in history are due to any corporate complicity in the death 
of Christ. 


(5) We acknowledge that the saving work of Christ gave birth to a new 
community of faith within the Jewish community, a fact that eventually led to 
tensions and polemics over the issues of the manner of incorporation of 
gentiles into the elect people of God and the role of the Mosaic Law as a 
criterion for salvation (Acts 15:1). ... Two communities of faith gradually 
emerged, sharing the same spiritual roots, yet making very different claims. 

Increasingly, their relations were embittered by mutual hostility and polemics. 


(6) We deeply regret that contrary to the spirit of Christ many Christians 
have used the claims of faith as weapons against the Jewish people, 
culminating in the Shoah, and we confess sins of word and deed against Jews 
through the centuries. Although not all Christians in all times and all lands 
have been guilty of persecution of Jews, we recognize that in the Christian 
tradition and its use of Scripture and liturgy there are still ideas and 
attitudes towards Judaism and Jews that consciously or unconsciously translate 
into prejudice and discrimination against Jews. 


(7) We acknowledge with the apostle Paul that the Jewish people have by no 
means been rejected by God .... 


(8) We rejoice in the continuing existence and vocation of the Jewish people, 
despite attempts to eradicate them, as a sign of God's love and faithfulness 
towards them. This fact does not call into question the uniqueness of Christ 
and the truth of the Christian faith. We see not one covenant displacing 
another, but two communities of faith, each called into existence by God, each 
holding to its respective gifts from God, and each accountable to God. - 


(9) We affirm that the Jewish people today is in continuation with biblical 
Israel and are thankful for the vitality of Jewish faith and thought. We see 
Jews and Christians, together with all people of living faiths, as God's 
partners, working in mutual respect and cooperation for justice, peace, and 
reconciliation. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Carol Wickersham: ‘Spirituality and Racial Justice’ EPS 89.04.54 


Wickersham is a consultant at the World Council of Churches on justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation. She attended a WCC workshop (25 
February-3 March) on spirituality and racial justice at the Coreemyla 
community in Northern Ireland. 


_.. The [50] participants did not just talk about spirituality. They 
experienced it. Through worship, stories, songs, and small group 
discussions, these leaders in racial-justice struggles around the world, 
explored the diversity and common elements of their faith. There were special 
resource people there, but the richest resource lay in the deep, vast, and 
varied experiences of the participants themselves. 


The workshop began with a one-day exposure visit to church communities in 
Belfast and Londonderry. Participants began to compare and contrast the 
situation of Northern Ireland with the struggles from which they had come - 
those of blacks in South Africa, indigenous people around the world, Dalits in 
India, people of colour in North America, and ethnic minorities in eastern 
Europe. 


Together they witnessed to the damage done by bullets and bombs, both in 
Northern Ireland and in their home countries. They shared tears of grief, 
laughed and sang, challenged each other's assumptions, and prayed for each 
other. From these lessons came a new clarity about their own spiritual 
tradition and new unity with others. . 


Anne Grey, an Aboriginal woman from Australia, described one such encounter 
with an Orthodox participant: ‘Many times during the consultation I have been 
asked [by my Orthodox sister] to define what I meant by spirituality. And I 
looked at her and could not understand why she asked that question. How do 
you define spirituality? And the answer I gave her was: it is how I live, how 
I worship; it is my culture; it is my songs; it is my dreaming; it is me, 
the spirit within me, that is what my spirituality is.' 


Worship was the centre of the workshop. Though they often seemed very 
innovative, the liturgies were deeply traditional as participants shared 
leadership drawing upon their own traditions. The group shared in a Native 
American purification ritual, a Brazilian dance, an Orthodox evening prayer 
service, a South African chant, and the lighting of Indian oil lamps. 


Spirituality was affirmed as both the source and the cry of the people for 
justice. Besides renewing their own spirituality, participants applied their 
insights to the contexts from which they had come and to which they would 
return. Towards the end of the week they broke into four small groups to 
formulate recommendations on: native spirituality; anti-racism, spirituality 


and theology; racism, gender and feminism; and spirituality in the 
liberation struggle. 


The recommendations were addressed to the churches, political powers, 
liberation groups, and the participants themselves. They included a call to 
affirm the rights of indigenous peoples and to set up a desk for indigenous 
concerns within the WCC. Racism within the feminist movement was denounced, 


while f demand for full and equal participation of all women within the church 
was made. 


Some of the recommendations took a creative form, such as a worship service to 
celebrate the liberation of Namibia. Some recommendations spoke to particular 


situations of injustice, such as that of the indigenous people in Hawaii, 
discrimination in Albania, and Koreans in Japan. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Australia Focus (1) - Church Profiles (1)' EPS 89.04.55 


This is abridged and adapted from the March issue of National Outlook, an 
Australian ecumenical monthly. The author of the item, Peter Bentley, has 
been on the staff of the [Australian] National Catholic Research Council. The 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches is to be held in Australia 
in February 1991. The Australian population is about 16.5 million. 


1) ROMAN CATHOLICISM: In the 1986 census, Roman Catholicism became the 
largest Christian tradition in Australia, with 26.1 percent of Australians 
recording it as their religious preference (compared with 23.9 percent who 
chose Anglicanism.) 


Generally, I suggest, almost any issue facing other mainline denominations is 
or will be an issue for the Roman Catholic Church in Australia. However, some 
specific Roman Catholic problems have become more acute in the 1980s. 


The decline in the recruitment of men for training as priests has accelerated 
along with a continual fall in the number of those entering the religious 
life. Active numbers of clergy and religious are also decreasing as more men 
and women serve the church in secular positions or take up specialized 
ministries in areas other than the traditional ones of pastoral work, 
teaching, and hospital care. State aid is now far more a necessity than when 
it was first granted. 


As the institutional ministry has declined, other groups have come into 
focus. The development of team ministries, communities, and covenant groups, 
lay and women's ministry, and the beginnings of a permanent diaconate are 
responses to the changing church environment since Vatican II. 


The development of ecumenical relations has_ stagnated somewhat, but’ the 
question of shared eucharist is still a current concern. Ecumenism is still 
being fostered by Roman Catholic charismatic renewal contacts with other 
renewal groups. Roman Catholicism, more than any other Christian tradition in 
Australia, is being challenged by renewal and small-group movements. 


Another significant internal challenge has arisen from migrations to Australia 
in the past half century. Multiculturalism is already a reality in many Roman 
Catholic parishes, with ethnic priests and multiple languages. 


A final point of specific, but also general concern, is the role of the 
individual conscience. It will be interesting to see how both popular and 
official church positions concur. 


2) ANGLICANISM: The most pressing issue facing Australian Anglicanism is 
undoubtedly the question of the role women should have in institutional church 
life. Though this issue has widened to include a debate about the nature and 
authority of the Bible, the specific issue is still the proposal to ordain 
women as priests. 


Other issues which have arisen from this proposal are continuation of 
ecumenical relationships with Roman Catholicism, the threat of schism, the 
exodus of opponents and proponents of the ordination of women, and a debate 
about the nature of ministry and ordination (promoted especially within the 
Diocese of Sydney). 


An issue of considerable potential interest (although perhaps mainly at the 
grassroots) is the development of the charismatic or renewal movement within 
the institutional church, which has emerged even in unlikely places such as 
Sydney diocese. [over] 


australia/2 


Last year, there was a bitter debate about the ministry of John Wimber and his 
‘Signs and Wonders Movement’. Anglican and Uniting church members have been 
the main denominational attendees at such conferences. 


Because renewal movements directly confront the institutional church, in this 
area there is potentially greater conflict from within than from the 
now-established Pentecostal denominations. 


Other issues of significance include the attitude of the church to the 
remarriage of divorced persons (in particular Anglicans, who usually end up 
being advised to go to a Uniting minister if they want an uncomplicated second © 
church marriage), communion of unconfirmed children, the compatibility of 
Freemasonry and Christianity (particularly in Sydney), increasing division 
within Evangelical circles, decreasing census figures, and a population shift 
away from established Anglican areas to non-—church areas. 


3) UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA: The UCA recorded an allegiance of 7.6 percent 
in the 1986 census. For a denomination inaugurated in 1977, it has certainly 
become established and stereotyped. 


Generally, areas of conflict in the UCA centre around social issues. For 
example, the report from a UCA division in the State of Victoria, ‘I Was In 
Prison', seems to have stirred up a hornet's nest among prison wardens there. 


Throughout last year, Aboriginal issues and questions about the celebration of 
the 200th anniversary of white settlement in Australia were dominant UCA 
concerns. Whether it should celebrate or protest the bicentennial year was a 
matter of motion and debate to little united effect. The close UCA 
relationship with the Aboriginal and Islander Congress will likely eventually 
lead the way to more understanding and reconciliation. 


An issue which could become the UCA equivalent of the Anglican debate on the 
ordination of women is the Uniting position on homosexuality. Responses of 
UCA congregations and others to the 1985 UCA Assembly report, "Homosexuality 
and the Church', were released in 1988. The consultation process illustrated 
a wide range of UCA belief concerning not only homosexuality, but also the 
nature of Christian ministry and ethics, biblical authority, the church-world 


relationship, and membership and/or employment of people with different 
beliefs and lifestyles. 


While the question of the ordination of women was settled before the UCA 
brought together Australian Methodists and Reformed (Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists), there are still problems of placement and acceptance. An 
affirmative-action policy has not had much effect. 


Change on this front will continue to occur especially as more clergy move 
into specialized non-parish ministries. This flow will increase as more 
Uniting church ministers obtain higher degrees and look elsewhere for a 
position or ministry to suit their new professional skills. This will prompt 
major changes in the traditional pattern of parish ministry. 


As in other mainline denominations, the renewal movement has had a major 


impact on UCA life. There has been bitter theological debate over ‘second 
baptisms'. 


Fundamentally, the continuation of Uniting emphases will be a key challenge in 


the next decade. The debate over the proposed introduction of bishops has 
wider significance than UCA internal church ordering. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/15) 


Address/phone/fax/telex changes: The new mailing address for EPS (and the 
rest of the Ecumenical Centre) is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2; the new telex 
number is 415 730 OIK CH. The new EPS phone and fax numbers are 791 6156 and 
798 1346 respectively. (NB: The fax number for the WCC in general is 791 
0361.) The country-city prefix for the numbers - 41-22 - remains the same. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Situation reports on Mozambican refugees in Zimbabwe (#11, 29 March) and 
on the outbreak of meningitis in Ethiopia (8 March), and a review (9 
March) of ecumenical response to emergency situations. 


Tribal Communities: Issues, Analysis, and Organization is available from 
CCA-URM, 57 Peking Road (5/F), Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


Theme of the current (April) issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review is 
Towards a Vital and Coherent Ecumenical Theology. A copy is available from 
WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


A World Communication Congress is being sponsored by the World Association 
for Christian Communication in Manila, 15-19 October. Information about 
coverage/attendance is available from Ann Shakespeare, WACC, 357 Kennington 
Lane, London SE11 5QY. 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations: 1986-1988 is available as Faith and 
Order Paper #146. It also appears as part of the April issue of Ecumenical 
Review. Either is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Meeting in Faith: Twenty Years of Christian-Muslim Conversations Sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches is available from WCC Publications for 
17.50 Swiss francs, 10.90 US dollars, or 6.50 UK pounds. 


Upcoming coverage: EPS plans special coverage of the WCC World Conference 
on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio 22-31 May, and of the WCC Central 
Committee in Moscow 15-27 July. If you have special requirements in terms of 
deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc., please let us know before 10 
May and 25 June respectively. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 2 May. Next EPS 
copy deadlines (9h00 GMT) are Wednesday, 10 May; and Mondays from 22 May. On 
request, EPS faxes headlines. We pay for that. You can then ask (and pay 
for) faxing entire items. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


PROPOSALS MADE ON ORDINATION Ecumenical Press 


OF WOMEN AND ANGLICAN UNITY Service 89.05.01 
LARNACA (Cyprus) - Guidelines to keep Anglicanism together despite major 


disagreements over the ordination of women have been "warmly commended' by 
primates (heads) of the 27 autonomous Anglican provinces around the world. 


With one exception, they endorsed proposals from a special commission set up 


to examine the question. It was chaired by Robert Eames, the Anglican 
archbishop for Ireland. 


The commission report emphasizes the provisional nature of ordinations in some 
provinces of women as priests, and bishops. It says a process of reception of 
these ordinations is underway in Anglicanism, with possible results including 
consensus for or against them. 


"Both protagonists and antagonists of the ordination of women to the 
priesthood and episcopate should consider carefully what anomalies they are 
prepared to accept for the sake of unity', the report advises. ‘Both sides 
would have to acknowledge that the other's position might, in the long run, 
prove to be the mind of the church.' 


The report argues strongly against Anglicans ending communion with each other 
over the issue of the ordinaiton of women. 'Much more unites them within the 
one Anglican fellowship than divides', it says, adding that witnesses for 
different sides of the debate are needed within a single fellowship. ‘Should 
Anglican groups come to define themselves over against one another', it warns, 
"it would entrench division and make reconciliation between Anglicans as 
difficult to achieve as reconciliation between now separated churches.' 


The primates rejected the commission suggestion that at least for now 
‘ordinations be carried out collegially. The collegial participation of a 
male bishop does not question the validity of a woman bishop's consecration 
nor her capacity to confer orders, but rather protects the interests of the 
ordinand and the communities in which he or she may minister in the future.' 


Generally in Anglicanism, more than one bishop ordains a new bishop, but only 
one ordains a new priest or deacon. The primates decided that to require that 
a male bishop join in ordinations by a female bishop ‘would have the effect of 
questioning the validity of her own consecration, and be demeaning to the 
woman concerned. ' 


On the issue of pastoral care of those who reject the ministry of female 
priests and bishops, the report firmly rejects any idea of parallel 
episcopates -— ‘institutional schism by the creation and transfer of parishes 
in which the diocesan bishop is not recognized.' 


Rather, it backs a system of ‘episcopal visitors' like that in the [US-based] 
Episcopal Church, in which, at the request of the diocesan bishop another 
bishop designated by the presiding bishop is invited into the diocese to 
minister to those objecting to the ordination of women. 


The report also urges that bishops exercise their ministry in another diocese 
only with the consent of the bishop of that diocese; it suggests that 
‘provinces which have not decided about the ordination of women, or which have 
decided against it, encourage visits by female preists and bishops from other 
provinces: ‘In this way the people of God in the provinces concerned will 
have at least a limited experience of the ministry of women, and some 
opportunity to understand and appreciate developments elsewhere in _ the 
communion.' [EPS] 


POPE: ORDINATION OF WOMEN SEEMS Ecumenical Press 
TO BLOCK RECOGNITION OF ANGLICANS Service 89.05.02 


LARNACA (Cyprus) - Pope John Paul II says the ordination of women as priests 
and bishops in some parts of Anglicanism seems to ‘effectively block the path 
to the mutual recognition of ministries.’ The pope makes his comments in an 
exchange of letters with Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie. 


John Paul says Roman Catholicism and Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy are 
'firmly opposed to this development, viewing it as a break with tradition of a 
kind we have no competence to authorize.’ 


Also, he says, such ordinations seem to pre-empt the study of ‘all that 
hinders the mutual recognition of ministries of our communions' which the 
Second Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC II) has been 
working on since 1982. 


It is ‘urgent’, the pope says, that Anglicanism give ‘much greater attention’ 
to ecumenical and ecclesiological dimensions of the question ‘in order to 
prevent a serious erosion of the degree of communion between us.' 


Besides being the leading bishop in world Anglicanism (which is made up of 27 
autonomous provinces, plus a few extra-provincial dioceses), Runcie is also 
primate of the Church of England, which is still debating the ordination 
issue. Because of the ‘delicate nature’ of Runcie's position, the pope warns, 
'a highly problematic situation could certainly arise' for Anglicans opposed 
to the ordination of women were any to be ordained Anglican priests in England. 


The pope does, however, emphasize the notable degree of Anglican—Roman 
Catholic unity now existing, and the commitment each has to increase it. He 
describes the letter Runcie sent him about the proceedings last year of the 
global Lambeth conference of Anglican bishops as a ‘gracious gesture’ - 
‘further indication of the trust that exists between us, and of the strong 
bond of communion by which we are already united.' 


In his letter, Runcie refers to a need for much more study — preferably on an 
ecumenical basis - of the ordination of women. Quoting one of the Eastern 
Orthodox speakers at Lambeth, Runcie says 'we have not even begun to treat the 
issue of the ordination of women as a theological problem at an ecumenical 
level.' He says he prays ‘such ecumenical debate ... may be taken up and 
carried out in an atmosphere of trust and mutual respect.’ 


The letters were released during a meeting here (26 April-2 May) of the 
primates (heads) of the 27 autonomous Anglican provinces. Meeting with them 
were the bishops who are the moderators of four United churches (South India, 
North India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan) in full communion with Anglicanism. 


Runcie is scheduled to go to Rome late in September. He said his visit there 


with the pople will ‘express the fact that our dialogue continues in genuine 
hope in spite of obstacles.' 


Also on the agenda of the primates was a proposed ‘decade of evangelism’ and 


their relationship with the Anglican Consultative Council, whose Standing 
Committee met after they did. 


The Anglican provinces are Australia; Brazil; Burma; Burundi, Rwanda, Zaire; 
Canada; Central Africa; East Asia; England; Indian Ocean; Ireland; Japan; 
Jerusalem and the Middle East; Kenya; Melanesia; New Zealand; Nigeria; Papua 
New Guinea; Scotland; Southern Africa; Southern Cone [southern South America]; 
Sudan; Tanzania; Uganda; USA; Wales; West Africa; West Indies. [EPS] 


FEEDBACK SOUGHT ON DOCUMENT Ecumenical Press 
ON JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION Service 89.05.03 


GENEVA - Comments and feedback are now being sought on a draft document on 
justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC) prepared in connection 
with the 550-participant World Convocation on JPIC to be held in Seoul next 
6-12 March. The convocation is sponsored by the World Council of Churches. 


The document has two parts. A longer part offers analysis and theological 
reflection. A shorter section includes various affirmations, commitments, and 
actions. On the basis of the feedback, the document is to be redrafted for 
the meeting in Seoul. There, attention is to focus on the shorter section. 


"The fabric of life for the world is being torn to shreds. In such a time the 
churches are called to witness more clearly to their faith in Jesus Christ the 
Life of the World, and give leadership to efforts to preserve the integrity of 
creation', says the analytical part. "Inequities and human suffering are 
becoming entrenched throughout the world; in such a time the churches are 
called to incarnate God's justice', it continues. 


The same section identifies various threats to life and describes the reign of 
injustice, noting, among other things, the debt crisis in Third World 
countries, sexism, racism, nuclear armament and militarization, the 
"greenhouse effect', deforestation, acid rain, unbridled bio-technology. 


In identifying the threats, the paper points out that the gifts of science and 
technology have been misused ‘to dominate the earth, to oppress the weakest 
parts of society, and to build up economic and political empires.' 


The analytical section concludes with a call for a confession of the Christian 
faith 'as a prophetic movement of resistance and as a proclamation of the good 
news of God's redemptive action in Jesus Christ as an alternative reality in 
human history.' 


The second part of the document addresses eight JPIC issues of today. One 
goal of its affirmations is to foster common Christian faith and witness on 
the issues. 


Among other things, they urge the church and individual Christians to repent 
of relationships with powers which set their order over justice, suppress the 
freedom of the people, or in other ways violate human rights. 'The pursuit of 
unlimited wealth is a form of idolatry', it observes. 


The affirmations denounce ‘all human claims of absolute ownership and 
sovereignty over the land'. They challenge the church to reject ‘all lies of 
the principalities and powers'. 


Also in the affirmations is a denunciation of all forms of racism and sexism. 
Any justification of nuclear deterrence is rejected, as also any right of 
‘absolute mastery over creation' by science or technology which threatens the 
integrity of creation. 


The paper makes proposals for JPIC covenants on the debt crisis, total 
security strategies, the 'greenhouse effect' and participation and unity. 


Members of the 40-person preparatory group which finalized the document during 
a meeting in Baar, Switzerland (14-20 April), decided to covenant among 
themselves and with the networks they represent to find additional financial 
Support for the convocation. Its budget of 1.9 Swiss francs is 
undersubscribed by about 50 percent. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL MEETING TO FOCUS ON Ecumenical Press 
POORER PARTS OF WESTERN EUROPE Service 89.05.04 


GENEVA — The World Council of Churches and Conference of European Churches are 
planning a special meeting late this year for church and church-related—agency 
representatives from poorer and richer countries in southern, western, and 


northern Europe. 


According to Myra Blyth, Europe secretary with the WCC inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS), the meeting has two goals. 


The first is to deepen understanding of the current ‘poverty crisis' in five 
poorer countries (Portugal, Spain, Greece, Italy, and both parts of Ireland). 


In terms of poverty, she observed, the situation may worsen under the Single 
European Act. It is supposed to bring the 12 countries of the European 
Community (to which the five belong) even closer together by 1992. 


A second goal is to work out a new framework and set of priorities for 
ecumenical sharing in southern Europe, between northern and southern Europe, 
and between Europe and other regions. 


The proposal for the meeting came from the annual CEC-WCC European Regional 
Meeting (ERM), which met in Fugeira da Foz (Portugal) last month (9-16 April). 


Also on the ERM agenda were the new social, economic, and political 
developments in eastern Europe. 


Blyth said ERM concluded that the meaning of the developments there is ‘not 
yet fully understood', and the pace of change ‘is not easy to predict.’ 
Therefore, she said, it advised 'caution and sensitivity’. 


Also, it agreed to seek new funding to foster ecumenical initiatives in 
diakonia (church social-service efforts) thought likely to emerge in the 
church in the Soviet Union in coming months. 


Blyth said participants in the ERM discussion felt Europe is shifting from ‘a 
continent of plenty' to a ‘continent of need’. 


She cited spiritual poverty evident all over Europe, social and cultural 
poverty acknowledged by many in western Europe, and the relative or absolute 
poverty of many marginalized communities and groups throughout the region. 


She said ERM concluded that European poverty is 'part and parcel of social, 
economic, and political disorders which affect the rest of the world.' 


The group said these disorders must be addressed equally in Europe as in other 
regions by churches and related agencies. [EPS] 


Southern African Anglicans get report on ordaining women EPS 89.05.05 

JOHANNESBURG - The [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa has 
released a report of its Commission on the Ordination of Women to the 
Priesthood and the Episcopate. Sections of the report deal with theological 
issues, arguments for and against, and legal and pastoral considerations in 
the event of a decision either way. No matter what the decision - expected 
from the CPSA synod later next month - ‘extraordinary care, sensitivity, and 
tact must be exercised by the church and especially the bishops', the report 


says. The commission was appointed in 1985. Currently, CPSA ordains women as 
deacons. [EPS] 


Bulgaria: Orthodox bishops condemn committee on rights EPS 89.05.06 
SOFIA -— The bishops of the Bulgarian [Eastern] Orthodox Church have denounced 
the activities of the Committee for the Defence of Religious Rights, Freedom 
of Expression, and Spiritual Values. Founded a year ago, the nine-member 
committee included three priests. One of them, Blagoy Topouzliev, left 
Bulgaria in March. According to a report (May) from Paris-based Orthodox 
Press Service (SOP), Topouzliev was pressured to leave by the government. The 
synod asked the government not to register the committee, which it 
characterised as '‘dissident' and contrary to the canons and traditions of 
Orthodoxy. In the 1970s, Topouzliev spent five years in prison after being 
charged with making illegal ‘religious propaganda'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical partners agree on US$ 10 million for Armenia EPS 89.05.07 
GENEVA — Representatives of the World Council of Churches, the Roman Catholic 
organization Caritas Internationalis, and related agencies have agreed to fund 
a prodction unit for housing, and for supplies of medical equipment for a 
100-bed maternity hospital in Stepanavan. Estimated cost is 10 million US 
dollars. The pledge came in connection with a meeting near here (21 April) to 
discuss the reconstruction programme of the Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] 
Church in the wake of the earthquake in Armenia last December. [EPS] 


South Africa appoints liaison officer for church affairs EPS 89.05.08 
WASHINGTON - The South African Department of Foreign Affairs has appointed a 
Reformed minister as its liaison officer for church affairs abroad. Abraham 
Liickhoff is based in the South African embassy here. According to a report 
(20 April) from the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa, 
Liickhoff has been a Presbyterian minister in the United States. [EPS] 


FRG: More than 100 000 expected for Kirchentag EPS 89.05.09 
BERLIN/WEST —- More than 100 000 people are expected for at least part of the 
23rd Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag (German Evangelical Church Congress), 
here next month (7-11 June). Theme of the gathering is ‘Our Time is in the 
Hands of God'. The first Kirchentag was in 1949. For many years, they were 
planned for the whole of what is now the Federal Republic of Germany and 
German Democratic Republic (West and East Germany). But more recently, 
Separate congresses have been held for each German state. Over the years, the 
proportion of young people attending has increased. The Kirchentag is 
organized by an independent committee, but it has links to the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD), the grouping of United, Lutheran, and Reformed 
Landeskirchen (regional churches) here and in Federal Germany. [EPS] 


South Africa: Anglican-Reformed conversations proposed EPS 89.05.10 
JOHANNESBURG - The multi-racial [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern 
Africa reports that its bishops have proposed conversations with the NGK, the 
principal white Reformed denomination in South Africa, and that the NGK has 
reacted favourably. The Anglican bishops said last month that the time is 
ripe for such an initiative, in spite of vigorous NGK attacks a year ago on 
Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Those prompted the Anglicans to withdraw 
from a proposed CPSA-NGK meeting in March 1988. [EPS] 


Ecumenical appeals launched for Lebanon, Mozambican refugees EPS 89.05.11 
GENEVA — The World Council of Churches has launched two ecumenical appeals - 
for 2.75 million US dollars to respond to the problems caused by the current 
increase in fighting in Lebanon, and for 1.26 million to assist refugees from 
Mozambique in Malawi. [EPS] | 


Yugoslavia: alternative military service approved EPS 89.05.12 
BELGRADE - The Yugoslav parliament has decided that those who object to the 
compulsory year of armed military service will be allowed to _ perform 
alternative service for two years in an unarmed military unit. [EPS] 


Sudan: help asked in ending Anglican schism EPS 89.05.13 
NEW YORK - During a visit to the [Anglican] Episcopal Church in the USA, 
representatives of the Sudan Council of Churches urged its help in resolving 
the three-year-old schism in the [Anglican] Episcopal Church of the Sudan [EPS 
88.02.23]. The delegation said the split, in which two people claim to be ECS 
archbishop, is threatening the survival of the denomination, and blocking its 
ability to address the problems of war and hunger affecting the country. 
According to an ECUSA report (13 April), the schism has split parishes. Both 
archbishops have consecrated several new bishops and established new 
dioceses. The Sudanese population is predominantly Islam. The Sudanese 
government has closed the Anglican cathedrals in both Khartoum and Juba, the 
two principal dioceses. [EPS] 


England: ecumenical discord on monastery-—closing anniversary EPS 89.05.14 
WHITBY - When the church in England was reformed in the 16th century, 
monasteries, including the famous abbey here, were closed. What was to have 
been a major ecumenical liturgy (29 June) marking the 450th anniversary of 
that closing has been cancelled after Augustine Harris, the Roman Catholic 
bishop for the area, withdrew Roman Catholic participation. His Anglican 
counterpart, Gordon Bates, observed that ‘you can't have a_ service of 
reconciliation, penitence, and hope for the future if part won't play ball. 
It would be a great sham.' Harris said the anniversary events were turning 
into a ‘celebration’, whereas the dissolution of the abbey was a sad and 
bitter memory for Roman Catholics. An ecumenical committee, including Harris, 
had been planning the events for two-and-a-half years. The UK Princess Royal 
and the Anglican archbishop of York were to have attended. Bates said he is 
sure Harris gave ‘much thought and prayer’ to his decision, 'but I wish they 
had told us sooner. We shall have to think again, and try to get the churches 
together to find something ecumenical to do for the Decade of Evangelism.' 
[EPS] 


Papua New Guinea: Anglican bishops disagree on Rushdie EPS 89.05.15 
LAE -— The National Censorship Board of Papua New Guinea, headed by Anglican 
Bishop David Hand, has banned the Salman Rushdie novel The Satanic Verses. In 
an article in a PNG newspaper, Hand described it as ‘disgustingly offensive’ 
to Muslims, indecent, and boring (the latter not being a ground for banning 
it). But in a subsequent article in the same paper, another PNG Anglican 
bishop, Paul Richardson, urged the board to rethink its position. He said the 
novel has literary merit. He said it is ‘characteristic of great literature 
that it enlarges our understanding and forces us to look again at some of our 
most cherished beliefs.' [EPS] 


Netherlands: Reformed ask homosexuality study EPS 89.05.16 

AMSTERDAM -— The Reformed Ecumenical Council reports that one of its members, 
the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN), has asked the World Council of 
Churches to study the proper role of homosexuals in the church. Other REC 
members have criticized the GKN stance on homosexuality as too accepting. REC 


reports GKN has sent its positions, and those of other REC members, to the WCC 
with the study request. [EPS] 


Kenya: government minister says church contributes to divorce EPS 89.05.17 
MOMBASA — Philemon Mwaisaka, permanent secretary in the Kenyan Ministry of 
Transport and Communications, says the church is partly to blame for the 
rising divorce rate in Kenya because it does not continue to be actively 
concerned about couples after the wedding. Mwaisaka was guest of honour at a 
fund drive for a proposed theological college here. At another church 
gathering, in Limuru, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi, urged Christians to 
give a tenth of their incomes to the church. He said that would help end 
Kenyan church dependence on foreign financial support. [EPS] 


USA: Partners for Sacred Places launched EPS 89.05.18 
PHILADELPHIA - Partners for Sacred Places, a new group promoting stewardship 
and preservation of religious properties, was launched here in March. [EPS] 


United Methodists maintaining advice about juice/wine EPS 89.05.19 
NASHVILLE - In the United Methodist hymnal released last year, the orders for 
the eucharist omitted what has been a traditional UM instruction to use ‘pure, 
unfermented juice of the grape'. Following some complaints, the committee 
working on a new book for worship leaders has decided to include the following 
advice in the preface to the communion orders: 'Since the late 19th century, 
it has been customary in the great majority of United Methodist churches to 
use unfermented grape juice for the communion wine. While this is not a 
matter of church law, it is a practice that reflects pastoral concern for 
recovering alcoholics and respect for the consciences of total abstainers. 
Non-alcoholic wine is now also widely available and might be used.’ [EPS] 


Delegation visits Soviet Reformed EPS 89.05.20 
GENEVA - A seven-person delegation has visited five small, relatively isolated 
Soviet Reformed communities (Birzai, Beregovo, Komoroc, Ktirte, Ushaorod) in 
Lithuania and the Ukraine. An announcement (20 April) from the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches said it was the first such visit possible since World War 
II. Said a member of the delegation: ‘People were kissing our hands; I have 
never been so welcomed anywhere.' The group delivered 2000 Bibles and 1000 
prayerbooks to congregations. According to WARC, still "sorely needed ... are 
Christian education materials of a very basic sort, and a translation of the 
Bible into Lithuanian.' Host for the delegation was the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox Church. It also visited representatives of Soviet Baptists. [EPS] 


North Korean church delegation visits USA EPS 89.05.21 
WASHINGTON - The first visit to the United States in more than 50 years by 
representatives of the Christian community in what is now the DPRK (North 
Korea) took place 18 April-2 May. The four-person delegation from the [North] 
Korean Christians Federation came at the invitation of the [US] National 
Council of Churches. During their visit, the KCF delegation joined 
representatives of the [South Korean] National Council of Churches at a 
conference here (23-26 April) on 'peace and the reunification of Korea'. Less 
than one percent of the North Korean population of about 22 million is counted 
as Christian. The Christian proportion of the South Korean population of 42.5 
million is about one quarter. [EPS] 


Europe: church-organized consultation on human rights EPS 89.05.22 
STRASBOURG (France) - On the eve of a human-rights gathering sponsored by the 
Council of Europe, European church representatives organized a consultation 
(here, 15-17 April) on ‘the churches in the service of the universality of 
human rights’. Objectives of the church meeting were to support the 
human-rights programme of the council, and to involve local people and 
non-governmental organizations in reflection and testimony on human rights. 
[EPS] 


WCC urges investigation of murder of Philippine pastor EPS 89.05.23 

GENEVA - In a message (25 April) to Philippine President Corazon Aquino, World 
Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro urged her government to 
‘investigate thoroughly' the ‘tragic shooting' death of Zenaido Ruelo, a 
pastor of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines in Pitogo. Ruelo, on 
his way to the local market, was killed in mid-April, reportedly by a leader 
of a Citizens Armed Force Geographical Unit. Earlier in the month, in nearby 
Tabina, a Roman Catholic priest (Dionisio Malalay) and another church leader 
(Rufino Rivera) were also shot dead, by a soldier. The UCCP called the murder 
of Ruelo ‘part of the strong pattern of violence directed against church 
workers [in the Philippines] who are very active in human-rights work.' [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Frederick H. Borsch: "Should One Boycott Shell1?' EPS 89.05.24 


Borsch is the Anglican bishop of Los Angeles. This is excerpted from an item 
in the 5 March issue of the US Anglican weekly The Living Church. He was 
responding to a fellow bishop, Maurice Benitez, who opposes a Shell boycott as 
a way of opposing apartheid in South Africa. 


... [Bishop Benitez said a boycott against Shell is] morally wrong in that its 
only effect would be to hurt innocent people - the Shell gas station operators 
in this country who had nothing to do with apartheid. He also opposed the 
tactic as being similar to a form of economic coercion that many of us speak 
against in the church, that is, the withholding of a pledge ... [because of 
disapproval of what the church] is advocating or doing. ... 


Bishop Benitez is as adamant as anyone in stating the wrong of apartheid, and 
no doubt he shares the frustration of many in not being able to find effective 
ways to oppose it. ... It is certainly no fun, for the purposes of a boycott, 
to single out an individual company when others might be held to be equally 
involved. The issues of right and wrong are thus made complex. 


Let me try to create an analogy that might help us to see this issue ina 
somewhat different perspective from that of Bishop Benitez. Suppose the 
church were to discover that many of the products it, as an institution, and 
its members were buying were made by a company linked to a ring of pimps and 
hard-core pornographers. Although it may only be a minor part of the 
over-all business of the company, we would, of course, be horrified and not 
want to be supportive or involved in any way. 


But let us again suppose that our efforts to dissuade the company from 
continuing this part of its business go unheeded. We are told, among other 
things, that to cease from this activity would work a great hardship on some 
innocent persons who had not willingly chosen this way of life. We should 
consider the printers, truck drivers, distributors and others, who probably 
hated pornography too, but whose livelihoods were in part dependent on this 
industry. Still we would probably decide not to continue buying any of their 
products. We would boycott them. Maybe we would wish there were other ways 
to show our abhorrence, try to force a change, and persuade others to join us, 
but no other option seems open to us. 


No analogy is perfect, but, if one accepts the understanding that apartheid is 
at least as reprehensible and obscene as prostitution and pornography, there 
are some pretty strong parallels. Shell Oil is an integral part of an 
international petroleum conglomerate that produces oil products for the South 
African army and police. That army and that police form one of the most 
effective and often brutally repressive forces this world has ever known. ... 


I believe that Bishop Benitez is correct when he argues that it is wrong to 
withhold our church pledges because we do not like this or that policy of our 
diocese or national church. But there are matters of principle as well as 
policy. I would advise any individual or church to withhold pledges if they 
believed they were in some part being used for a blatantly immoral cause. . 


I know that ... Shell officials say that the company is opposed to apartheid, 
but I have also seen the terror and agony wrought by means of military 
vehicles running on their gas. I'm sorry about the gas station owners and 
workers in this country whom this boycott might hurt, but they do have a 
remedy. They can tell their executives that they don't want to be any part of 
this obscene activity either. They can help us tell ... Shell to stop, in 


God's name, dealing with the South African government. Maybe that will begin 
to make a difference. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Agnes Chepkwony: 'Theology and Economy in Africa’ EPS 89.05.25 


Chepkwony is convener of the African Newtork on Churches Participation in 
Development, which is related to the World Council of Churches. This is part 
of her remarks prepared for the ANCPD meeting in Luanda (Angola) 9-15 May. 


Debt crisis, zero growth, a decline in per capita income and standard of 
living - the changes in the international political and economic environment 
since the late 1970s and in particular from 1980, have exposed the underlying 
weaknesses of African economies. These weaknesses were inherited at 
independence, as was the maintenance of mono-culture economic systems. 


This structural deformation is aggravated by other factors, such as_ the 
pervasive low level of productivity in all economic sectors, in particular in 
the food and agricultural sector. The debt crisis, whose impact is keenly 
felt by the poorer sections of the population, continues to erode African 
economies. Besides, political instability, which is one of the key indicators 
of state decay, has become endemic in sub-Saharan Africa. 


Thus, the combined effect of a colonial legacy of underdevelopment on Africa's 
economies, an unjust and adverse international economic order and Africa's own 
false start to development, is vividly reflected by the current economic and 
social conditions. 


It is therefore no wonder that most if not all African countries are today 
preoccupied with crisis management. Seeking for foreign capital or aid so as 
to simply maintain the very minimum administrative and economic structures is 
an imperative in trying to keep the economy surviving somehow. 


The present socio-economic crisis is a challenge to the churches in Africa to 
begin a process of reflection and action in keeping with the prophetic mission 
of the Christian faith. A faith which demands that an economic system is not 
merely measured by what it produces or what it does not produce but also by 
how it protects or undermines the dignity of people. ... ANCPD expects that 
the consultation will, inter alia: 


- elaborate a set of principles and guidelines that will be used by churches 
to begin a process of moral and theological reflection on socio-economic 
issues. These principles and guidelines should be based on the concepts of 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation .... 


— provide the churches in particular, and Christians in general, in Africa 
with a clear, precise, and comprehensive statement of principles on the above 
socio-economic crisis. Such a statement will serve as a point of reference 
for continued reflection and action by churches, action groups and Christians 
at local, national and sub-regional level. 


- share the outcome of the consultation with international partners, thereby 
appealing for solidarity in this continuing process of reflection by churches 
in Africa as they seek means and ways of meaningful involvement and witness in 
response to the call for Christians to be in the frontline of action for 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 


.--[ANCPD appeals] to all Christians and churches in Africa to support this 
initiative and continue the reflection at local level. Together with our 
brothers and sisters in Asia and Latin America, we also call our churches and 
Christians in the North to not only support such efforts by the Christians in 
the South, but to also raise awareness of these concerns in the countries of 


the North .... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: '27 April Statement of Jerusalem Church Leaders" EPS 89.05.26 


This text bears the seals of nine church jurisdictions in Jerusalem - Eastern 
Orthodox (Greek), Catholic (Latin, Melkite, Syrian, Franciscan), Oriental 
Orthodox (Armenian, Syrian), Anglican, and Lutheran. 


We, the heads of the Christian communities in the Holy City, have met together 
in view of the grave situation prevailing in Jerusalem and the whole of our 
country. 


It is our Christian conviction that as spiritual leaders we have an urgent 
duty to follow up the developments in this situation and to make known to the 
world the conditions of life of our people here in the Holy Land. 


In Jerusalem, on the West Bank and in Gaza, our people experience in their 
daily lives constant deprivation of their fundamental rights because of 
arbitrary actions deliberately taken by the authorities. Our people are often 
subjected to unprovoked harassment and hardship. 


We are particularly concerned by the tragic and unnecessary loss of 
Palestinian lives, especially among minors. 


Unarmed and innocent people are being killed by the unwarranted use of 
firearms and hundreds are wounded by the excessive use of force. 


We protest against the frequent shooting incidents in the vicinity of holy 
places. 


We also condemn the practice of mass administrative arrests, and of continuing 
detention of adults and minors without trial. 


We further condemn the use of all forms of collective punishment, including 
the demolition of homes and depriving whole communities of basic services such 
as water and electricity. 


We appeal to the world community to support our demand for the reopening of 
schools and universities, closed for the past sixteen months, so that 
thousands of our children can enjoy again their basic right to education. 


We demand that the authorities respect the right of believers to enjoy free 
access to all places of worship on the Holy Days of all religions. 


We affirm our human solidarity and sympathy with all who are suffering and 


oppressed; we pray for the return of peace based on justice to Jerusalem and 
the Holy Land. 


And we request the international community and the United Nations Organization 
to give urgent attention to the plight of the Palestinian people, and to work 
for a speedy and just resolution of the Palestinian problem. 


[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Letter to UN on Lebanon’ EPS 89.05.27 


This is excerpted from a letter (25 April) from General Secretary Gabriel 
Habib of the Middle East Council of Churches to UN Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 


-.-. The Middle East Council of Churches is doing all it can to respond to the 
[deteriorating] situation [in Lebanon]. I have publicly urged those involved 
in the fighting, Lebanese and non-Lebanese, to no longer allow the sacrifice 
of innocent lives, but to undertake sacrifices that would initiate between 
them a constructive process of dialogue, preparing the ground for a solution 
that will take account of the concerns of all parties involved, but above all 
of the aspiration and interest of the Lebanese people for unity, sovereignty, 
and peace. 


It is my belief that, despite the deepening conflict, the Lebanese people 
themselves, the silent 'victim' majority from all the faith communities, are 
today more emotionally united than ever before in the country's history 
against the warlords, against the ongoing obscene violence and destruction of 
lives and property. They are united in the belief that a just solution must 
be negotiated, before their country is totally destroyed, so that at long last 
peace could prevail. 


In view of the many aspects of the conflict, it is apparent that any solution 
will require the assistance and cooperation of regional and international 
governments and organizations, who join in the resolve that it is in the 
interest of stability and peace in the region, and that it is due the Lebanese 
people, there to be peace in Lebanon. In this regard, we realize that we are 
ultimately faced with the following problems: 


(1) How to create a moral and political framework that would lead the 
protagonists to accept a permanent ceasefire and resort to political 
negotiations. What instrument or mechanism could be used towards this end? 


(2) How to achieve national reconciliation conducive to a process of 
constitutional reform that could secure an equitable power-sharing between 
various communities, and a structure that guarantees justice to all, national 
unity and sovereignty? 


(3) How to transform the present confrontational balance of power between 
Syria and Israel which continues to be at the expense of the people of Lebanon 
into a dynamic of peace that could terminate the Israeli occupation of the 
country according to pertinent UN resolutions, thus creating favourable 
conditions for the withdrawal of the Syrian troops from Lebanon? 


--. The international community has tended to ignore or neglect Lebanon on the 
ground that it is too difficult to understand or too dangerous to approach. 
The Lebanese themselves were unable, for internal and external reasons, to 
unite and to promote sufficient national and international solidarity for 
justice and peace in their country. Today there is a qualitative change in 
the political dynamics in Lebanon that should prompt people not to simply 
watch the destruction unfold yet again in the country, but should motivate 
them to see the truth of the situation and resolve to act. 


--. I would like to asssure you of my full support for any action you may take 
towards peace in Lebanon. The progress already made in your previous peace 
initiatives in the Middle East and elsewhere in the world, has been 
encouraging, and deeply appreciated. ... I place myself and the council at 
your disposal for any peace initiative you might undertake ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Statement on Namibia by African Women’ EPS 89.05.28 


This text was released by a Consultation of African Women on Justice, Peace, 
and the Integrity of Creation. Convened by the World Council of Churches, it 
met in Accra (Ghana), 27 March-2 April. 


Pi We welcome the impending independence of Namibia, a process which 
commences with the implementation of UN Resolution 435 on 1 April 1989. 


Zs We affirm the rights of the Namibian people to free and fair elections 
and an opportunity to create a new society providing for justice and peace and 
the integrity of creation. 


Bs We express our concern about unfolding events in Namibia which pose 
threats to the independence process. We deplore any attempts by the South 
African occupiers to establish new electoral laws to raise the voting age to 
21, establishing residence requirements or other measures to weaken the 
electoral strength of SWAPO, the liberation movement involved in the long 
struggle for freedom and justice. 


4. We deplore South Africa's efforts to stop government, church groups and 
NGO support for SWAPO during the elction campaign and the crucial transition 
period. 


54 We deplore the registering of UNITA (in Angola) and RENAMO (in 
Mozambique) bandits armed and supported by South Africa as Namibian citizens, 
thus preventing free and fair elections and transition to true majority rule. 


6. We call for the African churches to provide as much support as possible 
to the Council of Churches in Namibia (CCN) to aid the independence process. 


In addition to financial support, we urge that material aid campaigns be 
undertaken to collect supplies to be sent to Namibia. Support for the 
returning exiles and refugees is very critical. 


At the same time we want to register our concern over the aid being given to 
Namibia which could hamper the independence. We call for a Namibia free from 
foreign control. 


7. We reaffirm our support for the [six] Frontline States [bordering or near 
South Africa], and express our strongest appreciation for the sacrifices they 
have made and the courageous determination they have exhibited in the face of 
South Africa's brutal attacks against them. 


We pledge to stand in solidarity with them as they have stood with the peoples 
of South Africa and Namibia. 


8. We urge our churches in Africa to enter into immediate communications 
with the CCN to discuss ways in which they can help facilitate the 
implementation and electoral process. 


We specially urge that they put together an African Ecumenical Monitoring and 
Technical Team to be sent to Namibia to undertake tasks as assigned and 


requested by the CCN. We request that African women be at least 50 percent of 
the team. 


We call upon the All Africa Conference of Churches to coordinate such 
activities on the part of its members churches in Africa by following up and 


ensuring that there will be a visible presence of African church support for 
the CCN. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/16) 
Address/phone/fax during the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism: 
The EPS editor can be reached till 1 June via the following address/numbers: 


Ecumenical Press Service 
World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
Continuing Education and Conference Centre 
Trinity University, 106 Oakmont, San Antonio TX 78212 USA 


1-512/736.8314 or .8332 or .8353 or .8357 (phone); 1-512/736.7643 (fax) 


The annual report of Christian Broadcasting System in South Korea is 
available from CBS, CPO Box 2653, Seoul. 


Available from the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2) is situation report #7 (2 May) on the emergency in Sudan. 


A statement and recommendations from the group of African women who met in 
Legon (Ghana), 27 March-2 April for a regional consultation on justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation is available from WCC/Women, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2. It includes comments on toxic waste and deforestation, apartheid, 
refugees and war, and economic crisis. 


Sample issues of a proposed Ecumenical News Service -— Asia are available 
from Stephen Webb, Communications Secretary, Christian Conference of Asia, 57 
Peking Road (4th Floor), Kowloon, Hong Kong 


In EPS 89.05.03, a word is missing in the last sentence. The budget is 1.9 
million Swiss francs. 


WCC Central Committee in Moscow, 15-27 July: 
Make known any special requirements (deadlines, areas of particular interest, 
etc.) before 20 June. 


EPS copy deadlines: 
Monday 22 May, Tuesday 31 May, and Tuesday 20 June (all at 15h00 GMT). 


On request, EPS faxes headlines. We pay for that. 
You can then ask (and pay for) faxing entire items. 


EPS annual subscription rates: 
69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 
Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 10 May. 


REPORT: POVERTY BIGGEST CAUSE OF Ecumenical Press 
DISEASE; LOVING COMMUNITY PREVENTS Service 89.05.29 


This report was prepared in the Netherlands by Jim Forest. 


GENEVA — ‘The number one cause of disease in the world is poverty, the end 
result of oppression, exploitation and war', the Christian Medical Commission 
of the World Council of Churches has concluded in a draft report on ‘health, 
healing, and wholeness’. 


Since 1978, CMC has held 10 consultations on the subject involving medical 
professionals, pastors, and theologians. In July, its report on the series 
goes to the meeting in Moscow of the WCC Central Committee. 


Despite the value of medicines, expensive medical equipment, immunization 
programmes, and health education, CMC found these do not significantly 
alleviate illness caused by poverty. 


It also notes the role of armed conflict and other forms of political violence 
in disease: ‘For thousands in the world', it observes, ‘state terrorism 
through “low intensity conflict", torture, imprisonment, and other forms of 
human-rights violations have made wholeness of health an impossibility. ... As 
nations large and small engage in struggles for military and technological 
Supremacy, nuclear wastes proliferate to endanger the health of the whole 
planet.' 


The damaged environment and consumer lifestyles are also seen as greatly 
hazardous to health: ‘What we do to ourselves individually and collectively 
out of ignorance, greed, or simply lack of self-control causes physical, 
mental, spiritual, and ecological damage which is not best addressed by 
medical technology. 


‘In industrialized countries', it continues, ‘over 80 percent of illness and 
death is reported to be due to destructive lifestyle and the problem is 
growing rapidly as a result of "modernization" throughout the world. Heart 
disease, hypertension and diabetes have accompanied industrial development in 
many countries as new diets and attitudes towards manual labour are introduced 
and addicting drugs such as alcohol and nicotine are promoted', the draft 
report adds. 


It criticizes some church-sponsored health care programmes’ because of 
"paternalism ... inhibiting the development of community resources and the 
achievement of self-reliance. The resulting dependency on outside resources 
for health has ultimately served the rich and powerful rather than the poor.' 


The draft report stresses the spiritual dimension of health care. "Even in 
the midst of poverty, many people are not ill, while among the world's most 
affluent many are chronically ill. Why?' 


It answers that 'medical science is beginning to affirm the biblical truth 
that one's belief and feelings are the ultimate tools and powers for 
healing. Unresolved guilt, anger, resentment, and meaninglessness are among 
the greatest suppressors of the body's powerful health-controlling immune 
system, while loving relationships in community are among its strongest 
‘augmenters. 


"Those in loving community with God and neighbour not only survive tragedy and 
suffering best, but grow stronger in the process', it says. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL MEETING Ecumenical Press 


ON INFANT FORMULA Service 89.05.30 
GENEVA (Miriam Reidy) - For two hours (19 April) members of the Nestlé Infant 


Formula Audit Commission (Nifac) and staff of the World Council of Churches 
discussed the issue of free supplies of infant formula to health facilities 
and poor mothers in Latin America, Africa, and Asia. Created and funded by 
Nestlé, Nifac has a charter guaranteeing its independence. 


In 1981, the World Health Organization adopted a Code of Marketing of 
Breastmilk Substitutes. In 1984, a seven-year boycott of Nestlé products was 
called off when the Swiss transnational agreed to abide by the code. The 
boycott was renewed late last year on grounds that the company is violating 
provisions relating to free supplies. 


During the meeting, Nifac affirmed its commitment to obtaining Nestlé's full 
compliance with the code. Nevertheless, Nifac members stressed that many 
mothers — such as poor working mothers unable to return home to breastfeed —- 
need to bottlefeed babies for other than medical reasons, and that many rely 
on free supplies of infant formula. Nifac members said such free supplies to 
hospitals are motivated by Nestlé's concern for such cases rather than by a 
desire to promote its products. 


Referring to feedback received from its worldwide network of church-related 
health facilities, David Hilton, associate director of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission, said free supplies tempt mothers to bottlefeed and that it 
is difficult to reestablish breastfeeding once bottlefeeding has started. 


Hilton questioned whether free supplies that dry’ up once mothers leave 
hospital really help them: ‘Our network says they're still seeing children in 
significant numbers who're being bottlefed to their detriment and often to 
their ultimate demise.' 


CMC pharmaceutical adviser Kristel Albert stressed the need to promote 
breastfeeding as a ‘sustainable solution' in poor socioeconomic conditions. 
She said CMC supports the 1986 resolution of the World Health Assembly that 
infant formula should be purchased through normal procurement channels. 


Nifac team members referred to barriers that in their view prevent promotion 
of breastfeeding, quite apart from the issue of free supplies. These include 
unwillingness of health institutions and personnel to make extra efforts 
needed, lack of economic resources and/or political will on the part of 
governments to implement the code (or to ensure that free supplies reach those 
said to need them), and the likelihood that Nestlé competitors would continue 
to send free supplies even if Nestlé stopped. 


Nifac affirmed Nestlé's willingness to stop free supplies but argued that the 
company ‘can't establish normal procurement channels by itself.' It suggested 


Seued ceoniaid analyses' and 'finger-pointing' do not help resolve a complex 
problem. 


‘The reasons babies die', one Nifac member declared, ‘is not because of infant 
formula but because of injustice and inequity.' Another called the renewed 


boycott ‘a diversion that is occupying energies and minimising the 
possibilities of finding solutions.' 


CMC sees such criticism as a sign the boycott is hurting. Last Februry, CMC 


wrote all institutions in its network to ask them to adhere to the intentions 
of the code. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL DOSSIER RELEASED Ecumenical Press 
ON CAMPAIGN TO BOYCOTT SHELL Service 89.05.31 


GENEVA — The World Council of Churches has released a dossier — "Shell Shock' 
- focusing on the international campaign to boycott Royal Dutch/Shell. 


It comes in the wake of a call by the August 1988 meeting of the WCC Central 
Committee [EPS 88.08.86] for comprehensive, mandatory economic’ sanctions 
against South Africa. The committee also encouraged church Support for 
Shell-boycott efforts. 


In his foreword, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro Says the 'booklet is 
written with sadness. It is about solidarity with the people of South Africa 
in their struggle to be free. It is a clear rejection of apartheid rendered 
as a human ideology, only to be compared with racist ideologies that were at 
the root of the Second World War.' 


He notes the WCC position that sanctions are one way to manifest moral 
indignation against apartheid, and also ‘a substantial, pressing invitation to 
the South African regime to speed up the dismantling of apartheid.' 


The booklet says apartheid ‘erodes the basic tenets of the Christian faith 
because it is the only system of racial oppression, state terrorism, and 
horrendous injustice which seeks to ground its justification’ in the Bible. 


Based on documentation generally available, the booklet describes the role of 
the UN-supported oil embargo in the struggle against apartheid. It draws 
special attention to the cumulative effect of Shell activities in South 
Africa, where it has been a major supplier of crude oil to the government. 
This is cited as one reason to single out Shell though five other 
international oil companies are operating in South Africa. 


The booklet also documents Shell support to the South African military; it 
says Shell is violating a coal embargo against South Africa. 


Castro emphasizes what is repeated in the booklet - ‘our enemy is not Shell, 
much less its personnel or shareholders. The common enemy ... is apartheid. 
...- With our action to support the boycott ... we try to create a situation of 
counter power that will provide freedom for church leaders, demonstrating that 
the clearest stand against apartheid is also a wise economic decision to make.' 


He adds that the boycott could be over tomorrow if those supporting it and 
liberation movements in South Africa are ‘reassured of Shell's involvement in 
the struggle for freedom and dignity’. 


Shell has long been a target for anti-apartheid activists, notably in the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. One of the most significant contributions 
of the Dutch campaign, the booklet observes, was the establishment of the 
Shipping Research Bureau in 1980. (The bureau monitors and reports on the 
movement of oil tankers to South Africa in violation of the oil embargo.) 


In 1985, the National Conference of the South African Council of Churches 
passed a resolution calling for disinvestment and selective sanctions. In 
1987 the SACC general secretary issued a statement challenging the world 
community to force Shell to withdraw from South Africa. 


The dossier urges consideration of various actions in connection with the 
boycott. It says the church does 'not condone any action which results in 
damage to Shell property', and expresses hope that all boycott actions are 
taken with respect and dignity. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL MESSAGES IN Ecumenical Press 
WAKE OF ASSASSINATIONS Service 89.05.32 


GENEVA — Staff members of the World Council of Churches have sent messages in 
the wake of assassinations in New Caledonia and South Africa early this month. 


In the wake of the killings of Jean-Marie Tjibaou and Yeiwene Yeiwene, two 
leaders of the independence movement in the French Pacific territory of New 
Caledonia, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
released (9 May) a message of condemnation. 


He said the murders ‘were obviously meant to jeopardise the process of 
peaceful transition to independence. ' 


Castro called Tjibaou, a former member of the WCC Human Rights Advisory Group, 
'an outstanding Christian leader' who ‘showed great qualities of statesmanship. 
It was his conviction that violence should be avoided that prompted him to 
agree to a transition to independence through national reconciliation.’ 


The WCC general secretary offered ‘sincere condolence and sympathy' to the 
Kanak people (descendents of the original inhabitants of New Caledonia), and 
prayers for ‘justice and freedom for all people of New Caledonia’. 


In a message (5 May) to the South African Council of Churches, N. Barney 
Pityana, director of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, expressed ‘shock and 
horror' at the ‘brutal assassination' in broad daylight outside his home of 
anti-apartheid activist David Webster. 


'This is the depth of breakdown in South African society caused by the 
insanity of apartheid', Pityana said. 


‘Apartheid policies do not only divide, but they also cause hatred and 
intolerance. ... South Africa under apartheid has been reduced to the killing 
fields', he continued. 


Pityana referred to the 'practical compassion and political sensitivity’ of 
Webster. 


He said 'South Africa has squandered yet another treasure -— the consequence of 
a state security machinery bent on repression. ... Failure to apprehend the 


killer would signal the complicity of the insecurity machinery in yet another 
brutal murder.' 


In its statement, the South African Council of Churches committed itself to do 
‘what we can to ensure that the murder is apprehended and dealt with. 


‘We would not be surprised if the murderers of Dr Webster were encouraged by 


the recent pronunciations of the authorities on the unsolved murders of other 
anti-apartheid activists .... 


'We hope that the public is not going to be periodically fed with aspersions 
cast against Dr Webster in the name of investigating possibilities, as has 


been the case recently in crimes committed against anti-apartheid 
organizations and invididuals.' 


The SACC concluded that 'the killer must know that though he can kill many 
more of us, he will never kill the idea for a democratic, non-racial South 
Africa. Dr Webster has died for an idea that will live.' [EPS] ' 


KENYA: ATTACKS ON BISHOP Ecumenical Press 
PROMPT ECUMENICAL RESPONSE Service 89.05.33 


NAIROBI (Charles Maingi) - The National Council of Churches of Kenya and 
several top church leaders expressed great shock and concern over a raid on 
the house of outspoken Anglican Bishop David Gitari (Diocese of Mount Kenya 
East) by about 30 people during the night of 22 April. 


They also condemned an earlier incident (9 April) in which two members of the 
youth wing of Kanu (the only legal political party in Kenya) heckled Gitari as 
he delivered a sermon at a church in Kerugoya township. One of the hecklers 
reportedly confronted him again on a township street a week later. 


In a statement (24 April) by NCCK General Secretary Sam Kobia and George 
Njuguna, the Anglican bishop (Mount Kenya South) who chairs the NCCK Church 
and Society Committee, the NCCK appealed for more government security for 
Gitari, and the arrest of the raiders. 


Alluding to the heckling incident, it asked for better security at places of 


worship. It called for special prayers (30 April) for Gitari and the whole 
church in Kenya. 


Gitari says the raiders broke into his house screaming they had come to 
‘finish' him. He said he escaped harm by climbing onto the roof of his 
house. The group reportedly stole a few household belongings and some money. 


Gideon Ireri, the provost of the Anglican cathedral in Embu, described the 
raid as ‘a dastardly act'. He criticized the local administration for not 
taking action against those who heckled Gitari. John Kago, the Anglican 
provincial secretary, called the raid ‘an ugly incident’. 


Several Anglican bishops also commented. James Mundia (Diocese of Maseno 
North), said the whole church in Kenya is praying that freedom of worship is 
protected at all costs. John Mahiaini (Mount Kenya Central) said an attack on 
a man of God because of prophetic utterances should not be taken lightly. 


After the raid, Harry Moore, the Anglican bishop who is general secretary of 
the London-based Church Missionary Society, and who was visiting Kenya, said 
the church around the world joined Kenyan Christians in praying for Gitari's 
safety. 


Before the raid, Henry Okullu (Maseno South, and NCCK chairman) condemned the 
heckling. He said such behaviour reflects poorly on the country. Also 
before, about 100 clergy members of the synod of Gitari's diocese expressed 
confidence in him. They called on the local administration to punish the 
hecklers. 


Two Pentecostal bishops - Francis Kigunda (Diocese of Kirimara) and Samuel 
Gichuki (Embu) called the raid an attempt on the life of Gitari. They warned 
that were blood to be shed of those annointed by God, the soil of the nation 
would be cursed. 


In an editorial before the raid, the Daily Nation newspaper said the hecklers 
should be punished and ‘other equally zealous Kanu youthwingers ... cautioned 
and reminded that Kenya, like any other country, is full of diverse views, 
opinions and beliefs which should be respected.' 


Speaking before the raid, Jeremiah Nyaga, government minister for environment 
and natural resources, defended Gitari and criticized the hecklers. 


But other politicians were not supportive. [over] 


kenya/2 


After the raid, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi expressed doubts about the 
account by the bishop. He said he was sending an ‘independent' probe to look 
into disturbances in the district. He repeated his challenge to Gitari to 
tell Kenyans what he told people he met in Canada during a recent visit there. 


The Kirinyaga Kanu branch criticized ‘recent provocative and incitive 
manoeuvres’ by Gitari. It described his utterances as ‘highly subversive’. 
That, it said, is not the same as being ‘prophetic’. It suggested a 
government probe of Gitari's conduct. 


National Guidance and Political Affairs Minister James Njiru said bishops 
should tell the truth, and not preach sermons which are politically 
provocative. 


Transport and Communications Minister Joseph Kamotho described as ‘tantamount 
to incitement' Gitari's repeated charge that a parliamentary by-election last 
February was rigged. 


Livestock Development Minister Maina Wanjigi said Gitari should stop 
criticizing major decisions by the government. 


In reply to Moi, another Anglican bishop, Alexander Muge (Diocese of Eldoret) 
said that while he and Gitari were in Canada last October and November, they 
met two Kenyan exiles who belong to an underground movement (Mwakenya) seeking 
to overthrow the Kenyan government. 


Muge said he reported this to the Kenyan government and NCCK, which prompted 
NCCK to publicly dissociate itself last January from anti-government movements 
[EPS 89.02.13]. 


In reply to another criticism of Gitari by the Kirinyaga Kanu branch, the 
Mothers Union in his diocese denied the bishop makes extravagent use of church 
money on 'useless' trips overseas. 


It said that as a result of Gitari's contacts abroad, the diocese has received 
millions of Kenyan shillings for community health, food production, water 
development, and other programmes. 


Gitari is among Kenyan church leaders who have been most openly at odds with 
the Kenyan political leadership. 


Before the heckling incident, Gitari criticized local administration and Kanu 
officials in Kirinyaga District after he was denied a permit to hold a 
fund-raising meeting in aid of a school his diocese sponsors. 


The local Kanu sub-branch (Gichugu) then declared (8 April) it would summon 
him before its executive committee to answer charges of waging ‘a 
well-orchestrated' press war against Kanu and the government. 


The same day, Gitari said he welcomed the chance to meet Kanu leaders because 


he aoa major issues to share with them. Kanu later cancelled the proposed 
meeting. 


The two men who heckled Gitari appeared (28 April) in court in Nairobi charged 
with creating a disturbance in a manner likely to cause a breach of the peace. 


Police Commissioner Philip Kilonzo said Gitari is being treated like any 
citizen in such a case (that is, no extra security is being provided). [EPS] 


[The next two items are based on information in Crosslink, the Methodist-— 
Presbyterian newspaper in New Zealand. ] 


NEW ZEALAND: PARISHES Ecumenical Press 
IN NEW CHURCH UNION PUSH Service 89.05.34 


WELLINGTON - Union and cooperating parishes around New Zealand are mounting a 
renewed effort for church union on the national level. A national conference 
of such ventures is to meet here in August. 


Diane Miller-Keeley, minister at Chartwell Cooperating Parish (Anglican, 
Methodist, Presbyterian) in Hamilton, says a goal of the meeting is to 
"rekindle the ecumenical vision which the denominational churches have let 
die. We must ... lead the way forward for our partner churches' (a reference 
to the national denominations), but ‘avoid forming a sixth denomination.' 


At the Negotiating Churches Unity Council, five denominations have been 
considering national union for decades. Their union and cooperating parishes 
Cooperative ventures include Presbyterian (139), Methodist (135), Anglican 
(57), Congregational (6), and Disciples (16) participation. 


With national union efforts stalled, Shirley Simmers, minister at Ngaio Union 
Church here, says parishes like hers are ‘in a vacuum, largely abandoned by 
our partner churches'. The denominations 'made certain promises in the 60s. 
We are going ahead on the basis of those promises and we expect' them to ‘come 
along with us.' Glen Robertson, a member of St Anselm's Union Church here, 
Says the denominations have shown great insensitivity to such parishes, being 
much more concerned about their own structures. So, he says, such ventures 
need a forum to express views and help resolve identity crises. [EPS] 


NEW ZEALAND: PRESBYTERIANS Ecumenical Press 
DEBATE SACRAMENTAL ISSUES Service 89.05.35 


CHRISTCHURCH - A Special General Assembly last month of the Presbyterian 
Church of New Zealand has suspended a decison of the 1988 PCNZ General 
Assembly. It had allowed PCNZ ministers some freedom of action about infant 
baptism. Reformed (Presbyterian) Christians generally consider baptism as 
being also for those too young to speak for themselves. 


The special meeting said the 1988 meeting impermissibly moved away from the 
PCNZ Formula - a statement of PCNZ faith, order, and practice, which every 
ordinand and every minister inducted into a parish must sign. Last March, 
Murray Talbot was inducted at Hornby parish, here, on the basis of the 
liberty-of-conscience clause. His induction is not affected by the suspension. 


Meanwhile, an unofficial PCNZ Sacramental Issues Group has launched a campaign 
urging disapproval of a proposed PCNZ constitutional change. It would allow 
"selected [parish] elders to be authorized to administer ... holy communion 
without being ordained to the ministry of word and sacraments.' The proposed 
change was sent by the 1988 General Assembly to PCNZ presbyteries and sessions 
(parish councils) for their advice by the end of September. The issue then 
goes back to the May 1990 General Assembly. 


Opponents say the change ‘is not a clergy-vesus-lay issue', and that it ‘would 
confuse the distinct but complementary offices of elder and minister' and 
"create serious obstacles to future church union and ecumenical moves towards 
mutual recognition of ministries.' They are urging instead that PCNZ allow 
for ‘self-supporting ordained ministers' who would not have to be ‘university 
trained, full-time, paid'. [EPS] 


CHINESE COMMUNIST REPS Ecumenical Press 
MAKE ECUMENICAL VISIT Service 89.05.36 


GENEVA — Eight Chinese Communist Party officials visited the World Council of 
Churches, Conference of European Churches, World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, and Lutheran World Federation at the Ecumenical Centre here (8-9 
May). They were accompanied by Executive Vice President Han Wenzao of the 
China Christian Council. 


Deputy Director Zhang Sheng-Zuo of the United Front Department of the party 
Central Committee said that because of religious pluralism in China, ‘absolute 
freedom of religion' is essential. 


'Differences between religious and non-religious are secondary in nation 
building', he said. ‘We want to emphasize their common ground.' 


Noting current, separate discussions in connection with new legislation 
between government officials and representatives of the five main religious 
groupings in China - Buddhists, Taoists, Muslims, Christians, and followers of 
folk religions - he said their results are to be presented in the People's 
Congress. 


He said the religions all have representatives and are involved in 
multilateral discussions there. 


Zhang said the government encourages and supports contact and relationships 
between Chinese religious groups and those overseas. ‘But we do not encourage 
foreign groups to start or supervise religious groups in China.' 


Referring to efforts by 'the Children of God' group to enter China, Zhang said 
'we have examined their request and decided against it. Religious activity 
should be initiated by Chinese people.' [EPS] 


Taizé holds East-West meeting in Hungary EPS 89.05.37 
PéCS — Between 15 and 20 thousand participants from eastern and western Europe 
were expected here for a youth meeting sponsored by Taizé, the French 
ecumenical community. The meeting concluded with a gathering in the Roman 
Catholic cathedral in Budapest. [EPS] 


Ecumenical 'chain of hope' in wake of El Salvador murder EPS 89.05.38 
QUITO/GENEVA - Last month, Maria Cristina Gomez — school teacher, human rights 
activist, Baptist - was murdered in El Salvador by a death squad as her pupils 
looked on. (An average of more than a 100 death-squad or civil-war-related 
murders take place each month in El Salvador.) In the wake of her death, the 
Latin American Council of Churches, World Council of Churches, and Lutheran 
World Federation established a ‘chain of hope'. It involves ecumenical 
groups of women going to El Salvador for a week at a time through 9 July to 
‘share life, and experience the situation, with women from the different 
churches in the war-torn country.' Women are expected from Ecuador, Venezuela, 
North America, the five Nordic countries, Mexico, Panama/Costa Rica, Federal 
Germany/France/Netherlands, Brazil, and Argentina. A group is also expected 
from the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. [EPS] 


Asia: church support for Korean dissident pastor EPS 89.05.39 
HONG KONG - National ecumenical councils in China, Japan, and South Korea have 
issued separate statements protesting the arrest of South Korean pastor Moon 


Ik-Hwan last month following his unauthorized visit to Pyongyang, the capital 
of North Korea. [EPS] ; 


Greece: new church-state accords in process EPS 89.05.40 
ATHENS — Paris-based Orthodox Press Service (SOP) reports (May) that two new 
texts governing relations between the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece and 
the state have been released in recent months. They were prepared by a 
church-state commission including four bishops. Two years ago, church-state 
tensions rose over government plans - since modified or dropped - to take over 
some church property and change some Structures of church government [EPS 
87.03.93, 04.05, 11.79]. Already accepted by the governing body of the Church 
of Greece episcopate, the texts must be approved by the whole episcopate and 
by the Greek parliament before they take effect. Commentary in Greek 
newspapers sees the texts as a first Step towards church-state separation. 
Others say it puts church decision-making entirely in the hands of the bishops 
(with no more role for priests and other members of the church), and note that 
it would allow state appointees to handle church financial matters - an issue 
which was part of the earlier church-state confrontation. [EPS] 


Southern Africa: Reformed appeal on Namibia EPS 89.05.41 
GENEVA - Meeting in Malawi late last month, representatives of 15 United and 
Reformed denominations from nine southern African countries criticized the UN 
handling of the early stages of the official transition to Namibian 
independence, which began 1 April. Among other things, the Reformed message 
to UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar calls for an immediate lifting 
of the curfew in northern Namibia, and the release of ‘all captured soldiers 
of Plan [the military arm of Swapo, which is the principal group fighting 
South African control of Namibia] ... so that they return to their bases in 
Angola ...' The Reformed also urged that the UN monitoring forces in Namibia 
be increased to the authorized 7500 (instead of the 4500 or so there at 
presence). The meeting was held under the auspices of the Southern Africa 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, whose members also belong to the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches, based here. Present at the Malawi meeting were church 
people from Zambia (Reformed and United Churches), South Africa (Presbyterian 
Church of Africa, NGKA, NGSK, Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in South Africa), Zimbabwe (Reformed Church), 
Malawi (Church of Central Africa Presbyterian), Namibia (United Congregational 
Church), Botswana (Dutch Reformed Church), Lesotho (Evangelical Church), 
Angola (Evangelical Reformed and Evangelical Congregational Churches), and 
Mozambique (Presbyterian Church). [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 89.05.42 


Stephen Whittle, first editor of the WCC monthly magazine One World is now 
head of religious broadcasting for the BBC in London. 


Anglican Donald Gray, a canon of Westminister in the Church of England, is 
the new chairman of the Joint Liturgical Group, which includes representatives 
of 10 denominations in England, Wales, and Scotland. He succeeds Methodist 
A. Raymond George. 


Roger Schutz, founder and prior of the ecumenical Taizé community in France 
has been awarded the 30th Karlspreis of the city of Aix-—la-Chapelle (France). 
The prize honours those who have worked for the unity of Europe. 


British Methodist minister Harry Morton, whose ecumenical career included a 
period as scholarship secretary at the World Council of Churches in the 1950s, 
died last 5 December. 


Yap Thiam Hien, an Indonesian human-rights lawyer and a member of the 
international affairs bodies of the World Council of Churches and Christian 
Conference of Asia, died in late April in Jakarta. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Patricia Lloyd-Sidle: ‘A Texas Context for Mission' EPS 89.05.43 


San Antonio, a large city in the US state of Texas, is the site of the World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism (22-31 April). 


The April issue of the International Review of Mission, a quarterly journal of 
the World Council of Churches, focuses on aspects of mission in Texas. 


This is excerpted from the editorial by the guest editor for the issue. 
Lloyd-Sidle is an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 


... Many witnesses from every corner of the globe have discussed the church's 
captivity to western culture. Lesslie Newbigin points to a _ basic 
contradiction inherent in our dominant culture when he describes it as 
‘nourished in its deepest roots by a Christian tradition but governed in its 
explicit assumptions by a pagan ideology.' 


This contradiction provides the context in which the ‘American way of life' is 
often equated with the ‘Christian way ofichi felts. The comfortable marriage 
between Christ and culture in the United States has a myriad of 
manifestations. A few examples from Texas: 


(1) There used to be three separate public schools in many Texas towns: one 
for blacks, one for Mexicans, and one for whites. Two of those schools 
stopped at the fifth grade. Then came federally-mandated desegregation 
beginning in 1954. 


Although inequities continue _ to exist, public schools are no longer 
segregated. There has been, however, a proliferation of private "Christian' 
schools which, wittingly or unwittingly, continue the pattern of segregation. 
Racism is one of the most demonic aspects of US culture frequently found 
embodied in church structures and programmes. 


(2) The final assembly plant for all nuclear weapons in the United States is 
located in the Texas panhandle, near Amarillo. Apart from the outspoken 
witness of Catholic Bishop Leroy Matthiesen and a handful of peace activists, 
the Christian community accepts the weapons assembly plant as part of the 
landscape. 


In a fascinating book, A. G. Mojtabai points to popular apocalyptic thinking 
as one key ‘mode of accommodation to nuclear reality’. She focuses in 
particular on ‘belief in the Rapture - the divine rescue of true believers 
from the coming holocaust, or Tribulation, of the earth.' 


(3) In the panhandle town of Hereford, a full-page newspaper advertisement 
encourages residents to ‘attend the church of your choice’. In line with 
American individualism and the consumeristic ethic of free choice, the town 


offers its 15 000 residents 47 different churches representing almost 20 
different denominations. 


(4) In Texas, as elsewhere, society's economic contradictions are reflected 
in the life of the church. Within miles of impoverished inner-city 
congregations struggling to survive with part-time clergy, aging buildings, 
and few programme resources, are wealthy suburban congregations with well-paid 
clergy, beautiful physical plants, and elaborate programmes. 


Inequities are so taken for granted that proposals for clergy salary 


sn A nat for example, are considered by most to be hopelessly idealistic. 


ECUVIEW: ‘Missionary Congregations in Secularized Europe' EPS 89.05.44 


This is part of a report on a consultation sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches and Conference of European Churches » in Nonnenweier—by-Lahr (FRG), 27 
March-1 April. Its 13 participants came from the United Kingdom, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, FRG and GDR (West and East Germany), and the Netherlands. 
There were also consultants from Zaire and Indonesia. Among other things, the 
group reviewed an ecumenical study done in the 1960s. 


--- To avoid mission being understood in terms of church growth or keeping the 
church in being, there was [in the 1960s Study] an over-emphasis on the 
character of the church as an instrument of God's mission. This emphasis on 
the instrumental nature of the church detracted from the view of the church as 
a fellowship where it is possible to experience at least a foretaste of the 
Kingdom of God, which in turn gives birth to the Strongest motivation for 
taking part in God's mission. 


To work against a purely negative view of secularization used to justify a 
withdrawal from 'the evil world’, a one-sided emphasis was placed on the world 
as the locus of God's action in history. The result was a glorification of 
secularization and an uncritical view of the world, or, to put it differently, 
an underestimation of the powers ranged against God in this world. 


To overcome an unbiblical dichotomy in which ordained office-—bearers are seen 
as the sole active agents of church ministries, with the laity (church 
members) as passive recipients, the key role of the laity in the life of 
mission was described in such terms that only highly qualified and active 
church members felt themselves concerned. ... [Rather, we need to] avoid 
elitism and recognize all church members as responsible adults rather than 
treating them paternalistically as an educational target group. 


To counteract a widespread lethargy, the study attempted to jolt awake 
congregations which were either largely self-complacent (but sometimes also at 
a loss) by challenging them radically, but failing to allow for apprehensions 
this would unleash. It has seldom proved possible to make people understand 
the liberating opportunity represented by the fresh thinking on mission as a 
basic principle in restructuring the congregation developed in that study. 


--. [Nonetheless, insights from the study are] of lasting significance today: 


- Mission is, and remains, God's affair. As individual Christians and 
congregations, we are allowed to be co-workers participating in God's mission 
in the world. In order to recognize the concrete tasks God is setting us 
today, we must always try to relate situation and biblical message. ... 


- The commission to take part in God's mission applies to the whole people of 
God in all the diversity of its different members and gifts. It is in the 
fulfilling of this mission that the varying gifts which God has given to all 
members of the congregation are best discovered and developed. ... 


- One important insight in the ecumenical structure study is the oneness of 
the witness and form of the church: proclamation and the actual life of a 
congregation reflect one another. Many people learn the truth of the Gospel 
for the first time by experiencing it in the way in which they are welcomed 
and accepted in a congregation. Others become deaf to the preaching of the 
Gospel because they see it contradicted in the life of a congregation. 


- Finally, the ecumenical nature of the study is a reminder of the need for 
all Christians and congregations in one place to seek together - that is, 
ecumenically - to know God's will for them in that place. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Letter on Lebanon’ EPS 89.05.45 


This letter was sent (9 May) to the Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] Apostolic 
Church, Union of Armenian Evangelical [Reformed] Churches in the Near East, 
and National Evangelical [Reformed] Synod of Syria and Lebanon. 


The three are the Lebanon—based members of the World Council of Churches. 
WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro signed the letter. 


... In prayer, in feeling, and in action, we share with you concern over the 
escalating suffering in Lebanon. 


The last few weeks have been especially difficult for the Lebanese people and 
their leaders. The disciplined and authentic response to suffering by the 
churches during recent weeks has been a source of powerful witness to the 
ecumenical family and to the world at large. 


We have taken careful note of your statements to the international community 
and to the churches of the world and we will do our utmost to contribute to 
easing the suffering of the Lebanese along the lines you have suggested. 


We are mindful, however, that our publicity for the cause of peace, justice, 
and reconciliation, and our fund raising for emergency work of the Middle East 
Council of Churches is only a humble gesture of sharing as members of the one 
body of Jesus Christ. ' 


We hope for a real turn of events to allow the Lebanese themselves to reassume 
the responsibility for which they have been desperately yearning. We believe 
that the Lebanese, if left on their own, will be able to settle their communal 
differences and bring about a new political structure, where justice and 
equality would reign. 


Lebanon is in the region a symbol of pluralism, of freedom, and of the 
integrity of the individual. We pray for the region and for Lebanon to be 
able to fulfil its unique human calling. ... 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Letter to Jerusalem Church Leaders' EPS 89.05.46 


This letter was sent (9 May) to the nine Jerusalem church leaders who 
released a joint statement last month on the situation in their area [EPS 
89.05.26]. This letter was signed by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches. The nine church leaders are Catholic (Latin, 
Franciscan, Melkite, Syrian), Oriental Orthodox (Armenian, Syrian), Eastern 
Orthodox (Greek), Anglican, and Lutheran. 


--. The World Council of Churches has received your ... statement .... 
Offering our prayers and support, we admire your courage to witness to the 
peace of Jesus Christ against all oppression. 


The Intifada [Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation] is a people's 
response to an unlawful occupation. 


The withdrawal of the occupiers and the opening of negotiations for a solution 
which would give satisfaction to both Israel and to the Palestinian nation 
will bring about a new era of reconciliation for the whole region. 


In His service, we remain united in the bonds of God's love. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/17) 
Address/phone/fax during the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism: 


The EPS editor can be reached till 1 June via the following address/numbers: 
Ecumenical Press Service 
World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
Continuing Education and Conference Centre 
Trinity University, 106 Oakmont, San Antonio TX 78212 USA 
1-512/736.8357 (phone); 1-512/736.8398 (fax) 


The Erosion of the Rule of Law in Asia, a report on a seminar on that 
subject in Bangkok in December 1987, has recently been published by the 
Christian Conference of Asia, 57 Peking Road (4/F), Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


The Hong Kong Christian Institute (688 Shanghai Street, Flat A, lli/f, 
Mongkok, Kowloon, Hong Kong) is seeking financial support for its work. 


The Council for World Mission, which groups 28 denominations around the 
world, is seeking applicants for the post of general secretary. Further 
information from CWM Search Committee, 11 Carteret Street, London SW1H 9DL. 


Available from the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2) are situation reports on floods in Malawi (#1, 17 April), and 
Mozambican refugees in Tanzania (#2, 17 April), and Namibia (#1, 2 May). 


Peace Media Service (Kanisstraat 5, NL-1811-GJ Alkmaar) has information 
about ‘movements and people seeking to build a just social order through 
nonviolent methods. PMS ‘takes special note of the response of religious 
communities to issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation.' 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is an ecumenically- 
supported source of information about Namibia. One of its recent offerings is 
background on UN Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. 


Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (475 Riverside Drive, Room 
566, New York NY 10115) has information available on challenges to corporate 
policies by US religious groups. 


A fifth packet of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation is available from WCC/JPIC. The May WCC Refugees Newsletter 
focuses on Central America. Renewal from the Roots is a report on base 


ecclesial communities in Brazil by WCC/RCL. Address for all three is Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. program of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


WCC Central Committee, Moscow, 15-27 July: Please tell us your special 
requirements (deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc.) before 20 June. 


Next EPS copy deadlines are: Tuesday 30 May and Tuesday 20 June (both at 
15h00 GMT). On request, EPS faxes headlines. We pay for that. Then you 
can ask (and pay for) faxing entire items. EPS appears about 40 times a 
year. This EPS was printed 23 May. EPS annual subscription rates are 
69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 
Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 195 Indian rupees. 


WORLD CONFERENCE SPEAKERS DEAL Ecumenical Press 
WITH MISSION IN CHRIST'S WAY Service 89.05.47 


SAN ANTONIO - In advance texts of their presentations, four early speakers at 
the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism here dealt with aspects of the 
conference theme, "Your Will Be Done - Mission in Christ's Way". The 


conference (22-31 May) was sponsored by the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. 


In her sermon at worship which opened the gathering, Sylvia Talbot (USA, 
Methodist), vice-moderator of the WCC Central Committee, urged Christians not 
only to advocate on behalf of the poor and powerless, but also to join forces 
with them to change values, attitudes, and structures holding them captive. 


Talbot outlined four kinds of power Christians can use "not to control, or to 
subjugate, or to destroy, but to heal, to teach, to enable" - the "power of 
presence to call attention to injustice and inequities, and to the 
exploitation and tyranny in our global society", the "power of words" used by 
those “aware that doing flows out of knowing", the "power of association" 
reflected in "networks and coalitions and movements", and the “power of 
prayer" - an "essential discipline of the Christian". 


Outlining "mission issues for today and tomorrow", Director Eugene Stockwell 
(USA, Methodist) of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism said 
Christians are called to individual and collective repentance for "our sin of 
rejection and stubborn disobedience". 


Stockwell, who retires from his post later this year, said the church has 
confused proclamation of the gospel with mere words, and confused witness to 
Christ with imposition of religion bound up in cultural trappings. 


"We are here ... to say a resounding no to that kind of mission", Stockwell 
declared. He emphasized the experience of the poor as among the core issues 
in mission today. 


Stockwell took up four major mission issues - relationships between unity and 
mission, gospel and culture, and Christians and people of other faiths; and 
the "defence of life". 


He called the division of Christianity into "a thousand and one churches" a 
"scandal, pure and simple". 


Using as an example the destruction of the cultures of the first inhabitants 
of the Western Hemisphere, Stockwell observed that "many evangelistic efforts, 
however sincere or well-intentioned, have run roughshod over people's customs 
and cultures, often allied to military and colonialist powers." 


Similarly, he faulted "electronic evangelism" which "falsely offers a 
pure—and-simple gospel fashioned for transmission worldwide in a high-tech 
studio somewhere in Dallas or elsewhere." 


Noting evidence around the world of religious intolerance and fanaticism, 
Stockwell called dialogue between Christians and people of other faiths 
imperative. He said that in light of Christian "arrogance and intolerance" 
over the centuries, "we have little standing to decide who will be saved and 
who will not be", adding, "we can leave to God the decisions about ultimate 
Salvation." . 


[over] 


speeches/2 


He said people of other faiths are created by the God Christians worship. 
Often, he noted, they espouse and live out high ideals, which is not always the 
case with Christians. 


Referring to "everyday matters of daily living" in different parts of the 
world, Stockwell said there are many situations where justice, peace, and 
concern for creation are ignored. "We are here to say, once and again", he 
declared, "that life for all matters." 


Commission Moderator Anastasios of Androussa (Eastern Orthodox, Greece) 
stressed the centrality of the cross of Christ in considering the mission of 
the church. "Christian life means continual assimilation of the mystery of the 
cross in the fight against individual and social selfishness", the bishop 

said. "This holy humility, which is ready to accept the ultimate sacrifice, is 
the mystical power behind Christian mission." 


Anastasios said suffering in the world must also be the suffering of the 
church, which must also speak out prophetically. "Woe to the rich nations that 
continually celebrate freedom and love, but by their methods make the 
developing peoples poorer", he said. 


The bishop described worship and mission as both essential to the life of the 
church. Noting God's concern for the whole universe, he said Christians cannot 
therefore isolate themselves in forms of "private Christianity”. 


As for people of other faiths, he said those "who still have no knowledge of 
the will of God in its fullness do not cease to move in the mystical radiance 
of his glory" because "God's will is diffused throughout the whole of history 
and throughout the whole world. "Noting recent ecumenical efforts to come to a 
"theological understanding of people of other faiths", the bishop said such 
"hopeful dialogue very much deserves to be continued at this ... conference." 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro (Uruguay, Methodist) said "the dynamic of 
mission in Christ's way must start from the marginalized sectors of society 
_... It is from the starting point of the poor", he continued, "that the 
fabric of God's kingdom will be woven." 


He said that today "the poor come to us in the drug addict or the dissident, in 
the economic migrant or the political refugee, in the lonely person who cannot 
find a place in our competitive society, or in the victims of that society." 


Still, he said, the point is not to idealize the poor, for "sin is also present 
in those who are the victims of our collective and individual sin." He also 
warned against approaches which are either "falsely eschatological" (inviting 
"passiveness while we await the triumphant return of Jesus Christ") or "falsely 
activist" (in which "ideological convictions are made sacred and too easily 
substituted for the kingdom to come"). 


Castro described "mission in Christ's way" as "mission on bended knee, in 
acknowledgement of God's presence, in grateful contemplation of the life, 
death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, in affirmation of a restoring 
liberty offered to all creatures, devoting our lives to the cause of the poor 
in whom we see the cause of the Kingdom which is to come. 


"In accordance with Christ's will, the church's mission is to proclaim the 
ultimate in the midst of the penultimate, to announce the coming Kingdom while 


holding out a glass of water to our neighbour, to proclaim the mystery of God 
present in history," he said. [EPS] 


CHURCH CONFERENCE PONDERS Ecumenical Press 
CHRIST'S WAY IN MISSION Service 89.05.48 


SAN ANTONIO (Frances Smith) - In this multi-cultural city known for its 
ecumenical spirit, about 750 Christians from more than 100 countries gathered 


during the last 10 days in May (22-31) for a World Conference on Mission and 
Evangelism. 


Their goal was to discern the meaning of the conference theme — "Your Will Be 
Done - Mission in Christ's Way" - in the waning days of the 20th century. 


Attending the international gathering were representatives from a wide 
spectrum of Christianity. Reformed (Presbyterians) were the largest church 
family represented, with United, Lutherans, Methodists, Eastern Orthodox, 
Anglicans (Episcopalians), Roman Catholics, and Baptists also present in 
notable numbers. The 48 Roman Catholics included 21 appointed by the Vatican. 


Discussions in plenaries and smaller groupings included attention to four 
broad subthemes: stewardship of God's earth, dialogue with people of other 
faiths and no faith, solidarity with marginalized people, and efforts to 
bring unity in a world marked by divisions of race, sex, class, and 
denomination. Small-group Bible study and worship were part of the daily 
schedule. 


The 277 delegates, 82 resource persons, 76 consultants, and 72 observers 
represented mission societies, members of the World Council of Churches (which 
sponsored the conference) and national councils of churches. 


Such world mission events are held about once a decade. The first such 
gathering was in 1910 in Edinburgh (Scotland); the one before this was in 
Melbourne (Australia) in 1980. 


The conference opened with an ecumenical service of worship at a Baptist 
church, next to the campus of Presbyterian-related Trinity University, where 
the conference met. Preacher was Sylvia Talbot, vice-moderator of the WCC 
Central Committee. 


Among those addressing opening sessions of the conference were WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro, Eugene Stockwell and Anastasios of Androussa, 
respectively director and moderator of the WCC Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism [EPS 89.05.47]. 


For the first time in the history of these world mission conferences, 
followers of other faiths - two Hindus, two Jews, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a 
Sikh, a Jain, and a Native American traditional religionist - attended as 
consultants. 


Expected from the conference were proposals for a series of "acts of 
faithfulness" - "do-able, attainable, measurable" acts to further mission in 
Christ's way. A final message was also anticipated. 


In conjunction with the conference, about 500 North Americans attended 
Encuentro '89, a five-day, educational event. Approximately 100 youth from 60 
countries held a four-day, pre-conference meeting. Its theme was "Risking 
Obedience." 


To give delegates an impression of mission in the United States, the 
conference agenda included a multi-media program prepared by the [US] National 
Council of Churches, an afternoon of visits to ecumenical ministries and 
cultural sites here, and week-end visits to 75 sites around the state of Texas 
to share the flavor of the global gathering. [EPS] 


USA: INTRA-—ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
DISPUTE SAID EASING Service 89.05.49 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) — The crisis that hit the Standing Conference of 
[Eastern] Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) in recent months has been 
resolved. But much underlying dissatisfaction remains. 


Greek Archbishop Iakovos, SCOBA chairman, said in an interview at his office 
here (12 May) that the continuing problem stems from a belief of his critics 
that he moves too slowly on measures to achieve Orthodox unity. But patience 
is necessary, he said, to allow time for assimilating recent waves of Orthodox 
immigrants from the diverse cultures of the Middle East, Soviet Union and 
elsewhere. 


Iakovos, born in 1911 and archbishop for 30 years, said he found some of the 
younger leaders "visionary" in trying to force developments at what he 
considered an unrealistic pace. 


SCOBA's crisis came into public view late last year when Metropolitan Philip 
of the Antiochian Archdiocese, under the Damascus—based Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch, was quoted in his archdiocesan magazine as describing 
intra-Orthodox relations in America as having reached "their lowest ebb." And 
he described SCOBA as "almost dead". 


An immediate irritant was the refusal of the Istanbul—based Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, which holds authority over the Greek Archdiocese, to recognize 
Philip's ordination of a group of evangelicals who became part of his 
archdiocese. Greek clergy refused to concelebrate the liturgy with them, and 
Philip publicly deplored the Greek stance. 


Iakovos said the ex-evangelical Orthodox clergy went to Istanbul seeking 
canonical status from the Ecumenical Patriarchate two years before they 
approached Philip, but were refused "for reasons we do not know". He said, 
however, that it issued a document 26 December 1988 recognizing the 
ordinations, so this dispute was resolved. 


Philip was unavailable for comment. But George S. Corey, Antiochian 
communications officer, said (12 May) Philip still had not received official 
notice of the recognition, though word had come from a friend. 


Corey said Philip was unaware of the 26 December document in February when he 
protested by skipping a meeting of SCOBA. In an act of sympathy, Bishop 
Peter of New York, delegate of Metropolitan Theodosius of the Orthodox Church 
in America, also declined to attend. A SCOBA delegation subsequently met 
with Philip and Theodosius, and eased some of the tension. 


But Philip and Theodosius announced in a Lenten letter that they planned to 
establish a Commission on Orthodox Unity for those wishing to move more 
expeditiously than SCOBA. "We can wait no longer", they said. 


"They have some hopes", Iakovos said. "T hope their hopes may come true." 
Emphasizing his own conviction that North American Orthodoxy needs to speak 


with one voice, he said unity would head the agenda for the next SCOBA 
meeting, to be held probably later this year. 


Leonid Kishkovsky, OCA ecumenical officer, said the new commission, not yet 
appointed, is not meant to compete with SCOBA, but to add another mechanism. 
"In SCOBA you cannot discuss seriously a plan of action that will lead to 
unity because you have those who report to mother churches that will not 
countenance that", he said, citing particularly the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
[EPS] 


EUROPE: ECUMENICAL GATHERING Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS JUSTICE AND PEACE Service 89.05.50 


This item is based on reporting by Théo Buss. 


BASEL — About 750 church representatives from almost every country in Europe 


spent a week here (15-21 May) discussing and debating issues of justice and 
peace. 


The European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace with Justice was co-sponsored by the 
120-member Conference of European Churches and CCEE, the grouping of the 25 
conferences of Roman Catholic bishops in Europe. 


Between them, CEC and CCEE account for most of the Christians on the continent. 


About 2500 people jammed the historic cathedral church in this Swiss city on 
the Rhine for worship which opened the gathering. A great Easter candle was 
brought in procession and lit with Pentecost fire. 


"Peace and justice are not in the first place moral and political demands which 
we have to realize, but a reality in Christ which seizes us", said Heino 
Falcke, a Lutheran pastor from the GDR (East Germany). 


Choirs from the GDR, the Soviet Union, and Switzerland alternated their songs 
with hymns sung by the whole congregation. 


From the cathedral plaza, where demonstrators carried an enormous banner 
calling for "Asylum for Refugees Now", participants went to the historic 
marketplace in the centre of the city for a civic reception. 


Then the procession crossed the river on its way to the site of the opening 
plenary session. 


At the Rhine, two tightrope walkers crossed to the centre above the water, 
embraced, and then released a dove. Simultaneously, 300 doves were released 
from a boat. 


Among those who addressed the opening plenary were Eastern Orthodox Archbishop 
Kyrill of Smolensk (USSR) and David Steel, a member of the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland and for 24 years a member of Parliament in the United Kingdom. 


Kyrill said nature is abused when people "reject the order of existence 
determined by God, transgress the will of God, and substitute human beings for 
God." 


He called for a consensus "based on absolute moral values." He said it would 
be "naive to believe that new technology can save the world." 


Steel called for a lowering of barriers between European nations, and the 
establishment of a "new concept of common security" including a more active 
role for the United Nations and greater economic cooperation between East and 
West Europe. 


He also urged Europeans to take seriously their responsibility toward less 
developed countries because "we cannot build European prosperity ... by 
neglecting, or worse, by exploiting the rest of the world." 


Pope John Paul II sent a message of greeting to the assembly in which he said 
that what Christians seek is not just any peace and not just any justice, but 
peace and justice “identified with Christ, word of God made flesh." [over] 


basel/2 


General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches challenged 
European Christians to confess their sins, including their sense of 
superiority, their easy justification of war, lifestyles which do not treat 
creation with respect, and their failure to overcome divisions in the church. 


(A WCC-sponsored World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of 
Creation is scheduled for Seoul next March.) 


Near Basel, the Swiss, FRG (West German), and French borders meet. During the 
assembly, about 5000 people joined in a walk which took them to the three 
countries. 


In a town in each country, the mayor, a pastor, and a bishop joined in a simple 
ceremony and agape meal. 


Closing worship, which brought together some 7000 people outside the cathedral, 
was broadcast live by nearly a dozen European tv channels. 


A procession of people carrying baskets filled with earth from their countries, 
and water drawn from the sources of the Rhine, listened as trumpets and 
saxophones sounded from the cathedral towers. 


The Roman Catholic bishop of Basel and the president of the Reformed Church of 
Basel read the message adopted nearly unanimously by the assembly: 


"In our diversity we have found our unity! We engage ourselves to work on 
these crucial problems: peace, justice and the integrity of creation." 


An incident which interrupted the final speech dramatized one aspect of the 
issues being addressed during the week. 


While German philosopher and physicist Carl Friedrich von Weizsacker was 
speaking, eight young people came onto the platform to demand the reopening of 
a Centre of Alternative Culture recently closed by the Basel police. 


The final document from the conference makes 92 points in 30 pages. 


It insists on the need to set up a new international economic and ecological 
order, calls for a greater role for women, criticizes the feminization of 
poverty, regrets the separation of Christians at the eucharist, and urges the 
abolition of war as an institution. 


The delegates vigorously affirmed that "non-violent methods are the best way to 
realize change in Europe", called for the elimination of weapons of mass 


destruction (nuclear, biological, and chemical), and condemned the strategy of 
nuclear deterrence. 


Their document urges debt relief for the poorest countries, and changes in the 
world economic system to prevent any new indebtedness of this size. 


Delegates also declared the need both for dialogue with other religions and for 


proclaiming "the gospel of peace", which, they said, "is always peace in 
justice". [EPS] 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
APPROVES NEW ECUMENICAL BODY Service 89.05.51 


EDINBURGH — Despite fears of some that it will mean selling their Protestant 
birthright for an ecumenical mess of pottage, the General Assembly of the 
[Reformed] Church of Scotland endorsed by a decisive majority (22 May) 
proposals for new "ecumenical instruments" both for Scotland and for the rest 
of Britain and Ireland. 


From September 1990, these are to replace the present Scottish Churches 
Council and British Council of Churches. 


Before the assembly was a petition from Elder Peter Rorke describing 
membership of the new bodies as "a form of direct fellowship with the Roman 
Catholic sect expressly forbidden by the Word of God, our supreme rule of 
faith, and the Westminster Confession of Faith, our subordinate Standard, and 
would undoubtedly lead to a serious undermining of the fundamentals of the 
faith". 


Rorke told the assembly he is sure the answers of the Bible and of Roman 
Catholicism to the question, "What is a Christian?" are irreconcilable. 


A more moderate attack on the proposals came from James Salmond of Motherwell, 
who proposed that the Church of Scotland participate only as an observer in 
the new Scottish council (Action of Churches Together in Scotland). 


He felt the Kirk was being encouraged further along the road toward bishops, 
and took exception to the proposal that the central council of ACTS should be 
composed of “the holders of leading positions in the churches which are full 
members." He said the Church of Scotland does not have church leaders and 
enjoys a parity of ministry. 


But despite such pleas and the appeal from William Black of Durness for "a 
Sabbatical from ecumenism" - which "would do us all a world of good" - and 
despite some worries about the financial implications of membership in the 
light of the financial crisis the Kirk is facing, the assembly voted 
decisively in favour of joining. 


The Church of Scotland will be the largest denomination in ACTS. 


In other action, the assembly called a strategic plan to be drawn up to 
determine which Kirk activities are essential and which merely desirable. 
This is in response to the financial crisis that threatens the Kirk, though 
the assembly was firmly told that it is not in debt, overdrawn, or bankrupt. 


In 1988 the gap between congregational income and the requirements of the work 
of the church amounted to 396 000 UK pounds. The estimate for this year is 
785 000; it is 1.815 million for 1990. 


To cope with this "absolutely unacceptable" deficit the assembly was asked to 
approve detailed cuts in Kirk expenditure. Hence the proposed strategic 
plan, which is intended to identify the priorities in the church's work and 
provide resources to carry them out. 


The financial crisis has arisen because congregational income - basically 
donations and contributions by church members - has not risen fast enough to 
keep pace with the increased costs of such things as maintaining buildings and 


paying clergy. [EPS] 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
WARNS AGAINST FREEMASONRY Service 89.05.52 


EDINBURGH (Robert Nowell) - By an overwhelming majority, the General Assembly 
of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland (the Kirk, here, 20 May) declared 
Freemasonry essentially incompatible with Christianity. 


It did so by accepting a courteous but strongly critical report which did not 
actually use the language of compatibility but took the form of a letter to 
church members who are Masons urging them to reconsider their Masonic 
involvement. The letter says Masonic theology is 18th-cenutry deism tinged 
with gnosticism. 


"Our church is Christ-centred, and that is our main difficulty when it comes 
to Freemasonry", said Douglas Murray, convener of the panel on doctrine which 
presented the report. "In Freemasonry the name of Christ is not only absent, 
but does not seem to be required." Such theology and practice are “unworthy 
of those whose first allegiance must be to Christ". 


The vote came after nearly two hours of debate in which Masons and their 
sympathizers staunchly defended the view that Freemasonry and Christianity are 
not merely compatible but even complementary. There were warnings that 
accepting the report would be deeply offensive to many, and that the assembly 
was adopting a holier-than-thou attitude. 


How many members of the Church of Scotland are Masons is not known, but it is 
thought they could amount to some 10 percent of its membership. Some elders 
who are Masons are understood to be prepared to resign their eldership over 
the issue. 


The Church of Scotland's criticism of Freemasonry, which falls short of 
forbidding its members to be Masons, follows similar rejections by bodies of 
British Methodism and English Anglicanism in 1985 and 1987 respectively. 


In his report, retiring Assembly Moderator James Whyte firmly defended his 
criticism last February of the address given to last year's assembly by UK 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. 


"When I ventured in a speech about the importance of community to suggest that 
this was a gap in government thinking, all hell was let loose", he said. One 


Conservative member of the UK parliament described the speech as "satanic and 
demonic." 


"That in itself was comic relief", Whyte went on, "but the general hysterical 
reaction really requires psychological analysis." He was accused of 
trespassing on politics, but was left wondering: "If a moderator may not 
comment on a speech made in the General Assembly, what may he comment on?" 


The background was "the interesting constitutional position in Scotland today" 
and the extreme insecurity felt by some politicians, but if that led them to 
deny the church's right to speak on matters which affect the nation “this 
church may require to affirm once again the crown rights of its redeemer." 


The assembly also heard a plea from the moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, Godfrey Brown, for the UK government to 
take the lead in encouraging dialogue between politicans in Northern Ireland. 


He called on the government to "make some conciliatory gesture that will make 


it possible for the politicians to begin talking without complete loss of 
face." [EPS] 


BACKGROUND :: WCC FUNCTIONS AND BRIEF HISTORY :: EPS 89.05.53 
The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated 23 August 1948 at its 
First Assembly, in Amsterdam. Its constitution describes it as a ‘fellowship 
of churches [now 306] which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour 
according to the Scriptures, and therefore seek to fulfil together their 
common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.' 


The constitution specifies seven WCC ‘functions and purposes', including to: 

- ‘call the churches to the goal of visible wnity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ'; 

- 'facilitate the common witness of the churches'; 

— ‘support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task'; 

- ‘express the common concern of the churches in the service of human need, 
the breaking down of barriers between people, and the promotion of one fate 
family in justice and peace'; and 

- ‘foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and service.' 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent (Lord Aladura, African 
Israel Nineveh, African Holy Spirit, Assyrian, Hussite, Kimbanguist, Mar 
Thoma, Philippine), Reformed (including also Waldensian, Remonstrant, Mission 
Covenant, Congregational, and Presbyterian), Anglican, Disciples, Brethren, 
Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. 


Among traditions outside WCC membership are Roman Catholicism, Seventh-day 
Adventism, and the Salvation Army. They do belong, however, to some national 
and/or regional Christian councils. 


At the staff level, the Vatican and the WCC cooperate in various ways. In 
addition, a Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group meets annually, and the Vatican 
appoints some members of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. Roughly a 
quarter of the WCC staff is Roman Catholic. 


About 300 staff members are at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there are 
its 14 programme sub-units: Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; 
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths; Church and Society; Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service; Programme to Combat Racism; Christian Medical 
Commission; International Affairs; Churches' Participation in Development; 
Renewal and Congregational Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and 
Education. Located nearby, at Chateau Bossey, is the WCC Ecumenical Institute. 


After Amsterdam, WCC assemblies met in Evanston (near Chicago, 1954), New 
Delhi (1961), Uppsala (1968), Nairobi (1975), and Vancouver (1983). The next 
assembly is scheduled for February 1991 in Canberra (Australia). 


The seven WCC presidents are Marga Bikhrig, Reformed, Switzerland; W.P.K. 
Makhulu, Anglican, Botswana; Nita Barrow, Methodist, Barbados; Johannes 
Hempel, Lutheran, GDR; Lois Wilson, United, Canada; Paulos Gregorios, 
Oriental Orthodox, India; and Ignatios IV of Antioch, Eastern Orthodox, Syria. 


They are part of the 158-member WCC Central Committee. It meets every 12 to 
18 months. Its officers are the moderator (Heinz-Joachim Held, United, FRG), 
two vice moderators (Sylvia Ross Talbot, Methodist, USA; Chrysostomos of Myra, 
Eastern Orthodox, Turkey), and general secretary (Emilio Castro, Method tars 
Uruguay), who also heads the WCC staff. 


The officers, presidents, and other Central Committee members make up the 
27-member WCC Executive Committee. It meets twice a year. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: 'A Mission Testimony ' EPS 89.05.54 


This is excerpted from the printed text of the message delivered by General 
Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches at the World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism (22-31 May, San Antonio, Texas/USA; see 


EPS 89.05.47). 


... While the first thing to note is the spiritual or, if you will, the 
mystical and deeply liturgical nature of our missionary existence, the second 
thing that impresses itself on my mind is the tremendous risk we run in 
speaking of the will of God. 


We have all recently been stirred by the storm unleashed by a book against 
whose author a death warrant has been pronounced in the name of God. If we 
look at our own Christian history, we have inquisition and counter-inquisition 
to remind us that the claim to know and to be executing God's will has very 
often turned out to mean serving our own ends and our own will, and has been 
used to justify crimes of all kinds against our neighbour. ... 


Fanatics of the right or of the left, or whatever ideological complexion, how 
often we fall into the trap of our own arrogance. Let us remember as the year 
1992 approaches - the anniversary of the 'discovery' of America in 1492 - how 
easily mission became bound up with colonization, evangelization with 
domination, obedience to God's will with empire. In the course of our 
history, the idea of a manifest destiny awaiting a particular nation in virtue 
of a divine design has been used to justify atrocities. 


It is dangerous to speak of God's will. We can only guard against the dangers 
by reminding ourselves of the penultimate nature of our existence and the 
provisional character of our judgements. ... 


Here we have the root of Christian opposition to the death penalty. We cannot 
admit irreversible sentences in our finite history because in doing so we are 
usurping a final judgement which God has not entrusted to his creatures. 


‘Your will be done' constantly reminds us of a different objective reality and 
of our own subjectivity. In practice we can guard against misconceptions of 
God's will through ecumenical dialogue, not only with other Christians but 
also with other cultures and religions. 


Within the community of faith, fraternal dialogue among ourselves can correct 
us and prevent us from falling into sectarian fanaticism of one kind or 


another. This is perhaps the most important ecumenical experience of recent 
years. 


The fact of being together challenges us. It does not relativize us in the 
sense of making us lose the dimension of the ultimate, but it does make us 
human, it does bring us back to the level of what we are meant to be: unworthy 


servants submitting the offering of their worship and work to a judgement 
higher than our own. 


Thus the encounter with other confessions prevents us from clinging to 
caricatures of one another and pronouncing anathemas; at the same time it also 
reduces the ever-present danger of fanatical sectarianism. 


But better still, the ecumenical fellowship enables us to discern the will of 
God aS a purpose in history transcending any national and cultural 
perspectives. At one and the same time it corrects and inspires us. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Arie Brouwer: ‘The US Ecumenical Future (I)' EPS 89.05.55 


Brouwer is general secretary of the [US] National Council of Churches. This 
is excerpted from an article - the eighth in a series — in the 6 March issue 
of the US ecumenical magazine Christianity and Crisis. 


In the article, Brouwer refers to some of the points made by other writers in 
the series. 


--.- Much of the previous reporting of the crisis in the National Council had 
focused on secondary or peripheral issues - and even those were sometimes 
erroneously described. These articles show that more important matters are at 
stake. 


Changes in the NCC affect its member communions, our national ecumenical 
partners, and local and regional councils of churches all across the United 
States, as well as councils of churches in other lands. 


Further, as Sylvia Talbot noted, similar issues are being addressed in many 
other ecumenical institutions. Public discussion helps open the process to 
everyone who has a stake in the outcome and offers a channel for sharing 
insights and perspectives. ... 


William McKinney has put his pen on a very important point: We need to come 
to grips with our 'post-establishment status' to discover '... what kind of 
institutions we need to define and carry out our mission in a new time.' 


I hope that he is wrong in his fear that we are not ready. We will know 
[this month when the NCC Governing Board considers re-structure proposals made 
by a special committee. ] 


Equally urgent is Gregory Baum's call for a careful analysis of the manner in 
which contemporary culture undermines the social solidarity at the centre of 
ecumenical social ethics. Awareness of such cultural disintegration is of 
critical importance for our self-understanding and mission. 


We must take care, however, not to over-emphasize it. Our beleaguered 
post-establishment institutions could too easily and too much fault the 
context for their crises and thus disempower themselves. 


These two phenomena of cultural disestablishment and cultural disintegration 
have both affected the council directly. Even more important is their 
indirect effect through the council's member communions. 


The crisis in the council needs to be seen in historical context as well. 
Perhaps it is best understood metaphorically, as the catalysis of a chronic 
Crigis. 


That the council has been in chronic crisis, few would dispute. The four 
most visible issues in the public forum all have been around for at least two 
decades: financial support of programmes, common services funding, staff 
accountability, and Church World Service/council relationships. [Church World 
Service is the relief-and-development arm of the NCC.] Their simultaneous 
catalysis made the chronic crisis acute. 


The first of several catalytic agents may be identified as the 1981 
constitutional amendment that changed the Council's formal identity from that 
of a ‘cooperative programme agency’ to a ‘community of Christian communions.' 


[over] 
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That same amendment also unified a series of 12 purpose statements. The 
practical significance of those changes in principle were not broadly 
understood. Their subsequent development, therefore, met with resistance. 


In 1984, the Presidential Panel presented a design for a council which would 
reflect that principle of ‘community' in its relationships, its programme, and 
its funding. 


The panel did not propose changes in the structures of the council, hoping 
that new structures would grow out of new relationships. This, however; had 
the effect of putting new wine into old wineskins and thus intensifying the 
conflict. 


From the beginning of my work as general secretary early in 1985, I was 
charged with carrying out the Presidential Panel design for a community of 
Christian communions. 


In the absence of structural change, there seemed to be no alternative other 
than for us as staff to attempt to transcend the structural barriers and 
related funding patterns in the hope that the community would move with us. 
This placed a very heavy burden upon the staff. 


Church World Service has featured so prominently in the crisis only in part 
because it is the council's largest programme unit. Perhaps more important 
is its uniqueness among the programme units. 


It alone carries out a number of functions parallel to those of the council - 
communication, education, fund-raising, public policy, etc. This parallelism 
invited conflict which was fuelled by different understandings of 
‘integration’, the implementation of the Presidential Panel proposals, and 
unexpected financial difficulties in CWS itself. 


Financial difficulties are not of course limited to CWS. For many years, most 
of the council's programme units have been scaling down their budgets and at 
the same time depleting their reserves. 


Financial crises in the member communions outpaced the planned adjustments and 
sharpened the chronic conflicts -— as financial shortages tend to do. 


The focus of each of these crises within the over-all crisis is the same. It 
is on the relationship (or more accurately, separation) between the central 
structures of the Governing Board and the council's several programme units. 


That is the San Andreas fault in the council's structure. Viewed thus, the 
crisis may be seen as primarily, or only a power struggle to be ameliorated or 
a structural problem to be adjusted. 


The real crisis is much more fundamental. It is a struggle about identity - 
about the self-understanding of the council and its member communions. In 
fact, the crux of the crisis was clearly stated at its beginning - it is the 
intent to move beyond cooperation towards community. 


As we have seen, the concept of a community was made central to the council's 


constitution in 1981, as it has been for the World Council of Churches from 
its beginning. 


The way forward is to appropriate that MP eh of community as the organizing 
principle of the council. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/18) 


The Life and Peace Institute (Box 297, S-751 05 Uppsala) is looking for a 
director and an associate director. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, are a review of 
ecumenical responses to emergencies in March and April (8 May), a situation 
report (number 3, 11 May) on the situation in Bangladesh in the wake of floods 
there in 1988, an appeal (11 May) for 50 000 US dollars to respond to the 
aftermath of the ethnic conflict involving Senegalese and Mauritanians, and an 
ecumenical appeal (11 May) in the wake of the latest violence in Lebanon. 


A calendar of WCC events through the end of next year is available from EPS. 


Available from EPS is a report from Arnold Temple, studying at the Irish 
School of Ecumenics, on a new book, Reconciling Memories, edited by ISE Dean 
Allan Falconer. 


The Erosion of the Rule of Law in Asia, a report on a seminar on that 
subject in Bangkok in December 1987, has recently been published by the 
Christian Conference of Asia, 57 Peking Road (4/F), Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


The Hong Kong Christian Institute (688 Shanghai Street, Flat A, ll/f, 
Mongkok, Kowloon, Hong Kong) is seeking financial support for its work. 


The Council for World Mission, which groups 28 denominations around the 
world, is seeking applicants for the post of general secretary. Further 
information from CWM Search Committee, 11 Carteret Street, London SW1H 9DL. 


Available from the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2) are situation reports on floods in Malawi (#1, 17 April), and 
Mozambican refugees in Tanzania (#2, 17 April), and Namibia (#1, 2 May). 


Peace Media Service (Kanisstraat 5, NL-1811-GJ Alkmaar) has information 
about ‘movements and people seeking to build a just social order through 
nonviolent methods. PMS ‘takes special note of the response of religious 
communities to issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation.' v4 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is an ecumenically— 
supported source of information about Namibia. One of its recent offerings is 
background on UN Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. 


Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (475 Riverside Drive, Room 
566, New York NY 10115) has information available on challenges to corporate 
policies by US religious groups. 


A fifth packet of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation is available from WCC/JPIC. The May WCC Refugees Newsletter 
focuses on Central America. Renewal from the Roots is a report on base 


ecclesial communities in Brazil by WCC/RCL. Address for all three is Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. program of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


WCG Central Committee, Moscow, 15-27 July: Please tell us your special 
requirements (deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc.) before 20 June. 


pesnanert EPS copy deadline is: Tuesday 20 June. On request, EPS faxes 
ina mes. We pay for that. Then you can ask (and pay for) faxing entire 
ems. EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 23 May. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 69 5 
-50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs 
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CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS Ecumenical Press 
DEBATE MISSION ISSUES Service 89.05.56 


SAN ANTONIO —- After three opening addresses helped set the agenda for the 
World Conference on Mission and Evangelism here (22-31 May), the microphones 
moved the next day from the rostrum to the floor. 


During a 90-minute plenary, speakers offered brief comments about issues that 
surfaced during the first two days of the conference. Five others who asked 
to speak could not because time ran out. 


The subject on the mind of nearly half of those who spoke — including Hindu, 
Muslim, Jain, and Native American consultants - was interfaith relations and 
dialogue. 


For the first time in such a conference, sponsored once a decade by the World 
Council of Churches, a few guests of other faiths were consultants, and 
participated in the work of the four conference sections. 


Addressing the assembly as "fellow lovers of Christ", K. L. Seshagiri Rao 
described the invitation of people of other faiths to the meeting in San 
Antonio as a "great breakthrough". As one of hundreds of millions of Hindus 
around the world, he wished the conference "good luck". 


A professor of religious studies at the University of Virginia, Rao said 
Hindus have nothing against the message of Christ. He urged Christians to 
work for healing, the elimination of ignorance and poverty, and liberation in 
South Africa. 


But Rao also warned against what he described as distortions of the Christian 
message, mentioning its association with colonialism, imperialism, Western 
culture, modernization, and industrialization. None of this, he said, 
communicates Christ. 


Similar appreciation for a "new time of mutual respect and learning" among 
Christians and people of other living faiths was expressed by Andrea Carmen 
(USA), a Traditional Religionist. "I don't know if it's right to say ‘other 
faiths'", Carmen said. "We all have faith in the one Creator." 


Other speakers were more critical of the discussion of interfaith issues so 
far. Alexander Malik, bishop of Lahore in the [United] Church of Pakistan, 
described the treatment of the mission of the church in the context of other 
faiths as "the weakest point" in all the plenary addresses. 


Malik challenged the idea that plurality of religions is a new phenomenon. He 
said human history from the time of the Bible offers numerous examples of 
religious plurality and various Christian reponses to it. 


He was also critical of the use of what he called "customary WCC labels", such 
as “arrogant”, "triumphalistic" and "fundamentalist", for those who proclaim 
Christ as the only way to salvation. 


A possible reason, the bishop said, why Christians in Western countries today 
are raising fundamental questions like that of the response to religious 
pluralism is "the emptiness and apathy of a church looking for answers. ... W 
don't want to admit that our own faith is too weak to do mission." 
Other plenary speakers addressed a wide variety of issues. 


[over] 
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Eleanor Johnson (Anglican, Canada), asked whether the conference intended to 
make any public comment on the fact of its meeting in a city surrounded by 
military bases and holding some sessions in a university building where 
courses in military science are taught. 


Eugene Stockwell (Methodist, USA), director of the WCC Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism, noted that military training is offered at many US 
colleges and universities. He suggested that if the conference were to take 
up this issue it should do so in the section, "The Earth is the Lord's". 


Speaking on behalf of the European women's regional group, Margreet van der 
Werf-Stelling (Mennonite, Netherlands), and Susan Thompson (Methodist, Wales), 
mentioned specific concerns that arose in their meeting. 


They encouraged support for the "Chain of Hope", in which women from Europe, 
Latin America, and North America are visiting El Salvador as a public symbol 
of solidarity in grieving over the killing of human rights activist Maria 
Gomez last month [EPS 89.05.38] and protest against specific cases of 
structural injustice in society, in particular, the "sweatshops" of El Paso 
(Texas), where Hispanic women work under difficult conditions to produce jeans 
for wealthy women elsewhere. 


While recognizing efforts made for active participation in the conference by 
women, the two expressed disappointment that the goal of 50 percent women 
among voting delegates had not been met. They also criticized the scheduling 
of women's meetings at the conference at times, which, they said, oblige women 
to use their time for rest to organize themselves. 


Antonius Markos (Oriental Orthodox, Egypt), said some African delegates were 
detained and subjected to rude treatment, including a thorough body search, by 
US immigration officials when they entered the country, despite the fact they 
had shown officials valid travel documents and letters of invitation to the 
meeting. 


Stockwell said the WCC had been in touch with US government officials before 
the meeting to urge courteous treatment for the church guests, and was 
pursuing the matter with the immigration service. 


Strong calls for conference action on drug trafficking came from several 
speakers. Roberto Flores (Methodist, Peru) speaking for one of the section 
groups, insisted at looking at the links between economic austerity measures 
imposed by international financial agencies on debt-ridden countries like his, 


and the pressure on people struggling to survive economically who grow coca as 
a source of income. 


There were also some interventions calling for special conference attention to 
particular areas of struggle in the world. Referring to the conference 
theme, Rima Tarazi (Anglican, Jerusalem), said that "never has the will of God 
been more abused than it is in Palestine, where it is used to justify robbing 
people of their land, their lives, their human dignity, their schooling." 


"What is the will of God?" Tarazi asked. "Continually to pressure the 
oppressed to give up even more than they already have?" 


Constantine Scouteris (Eastern Orthodox, Greece) called on the conference to 
Say something about the "tragic situation of Christians in Lebanon", and about 
the fact that "Christians and Muslims alike are being deprived basic human 
rights", including religious liberty, in Albania. [EPS] 


CHINESE AT ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
OFFER VIEWS ON CURRENT SITUATION Service 89.05.57 


SAN ANTONIO — Theological students and Chinese church leaders have joined 
students demonstrating in China, and the China Christian Council has issued a 
Statement sympathetic to the students, according to Chinese Christians 
attending the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism here (22-31 May). 


Five of the eight members of the China Christian Council delegation here 
participated in a formal conversation (23 May) with participants at Encuentro 
"89, a five-day, ecumenical, educational event which took place in connection 
with the conference. 


They were Wang Shen-Yin, a bishop who is a church leader for Shandong 
Province; his wife, Zheng Jing-An; Wu Ai-En, a Korean pastor in Shenyang; and 
two Chinese studying in the United States -— Ying Gao at San Francisco 
[Presbyterian] Seminary, and Zhang Xien-Yong, at Lutheran School of Theology 
in Chicago. 


Wang said K.H. Ting, the bishop who heads the China Christian Council, issued 
a statement urging the government to engage in a direct dialogue with the 
Students and expressing hope the students would stop their fast because it 
endangered their health. 


Said Wang, "Most Chinese people are sympathetic to the students because they 
want something better for the country. They want the country to be really 
reformed." 


Many children of high government officials have taken advantage of their 
opportunities to become rich, which is not the Communist way; the students 
want to participate in making reform more useful to the nation, he added. 


The bishop said the church as an institution is playing no role in the student 
demonstrations, but individual Christians, including theological students, 
young church members, and some teachers, have joined the demonstrating 
students. 


Gao, a native of Beijing, said if she were at home she would join the 
demonstators. "I wish the government would realize that democracy is the will 
of the whole Chinese people and the world." 


Zhang said he fears violence might occur. Students don't want to overthrow 
the government, they want to "purify it, to put a stop to corruption," he said. 


Stressing that the church in China is "a living, growing church in a 
post-denominational era," Wang said there are more than 200 active churches in 
his province - 180 being new. The number of Christians has grown from 50,000 
before the revolution to 300,000. 


The Chinese church is in desperate need of more workers, he reported. When 
Nanjing Theological Seminary could accept only three or four students from 
each of the 30 provinces, regional seminaries were started. The one in 
Shandong has 53 students in a two-year course. The country's 13 seminaries 
now have 800 students, he said. 


Zhang said pastors need training in Bible, "not doctrine. We need local 
preachers versed in biblical language who can speak to the people." 


He noted the gap between the older leadership of the church and the 
younger generation, and Wang, 73, said he eagerly awaits a new generation 
of church leaders so he can retire. 

[over] 
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But "when we send students to the big cities for training, they don't want to 
return," he said. (According to some estimates, up to one-sixth of seminary 
graduates in China do not become church workers.) 


Zheng spoke of a "large increase of lay workers in church centers." Many 
provinces have church courses for the laity taught by those who have had 
short-term courses in regional training centers. 


Zhang cited the problem of unbaptized persons who regard themselves as 
Christians. "Many are earnest in their commitment but they don't want to be in 
any church." 


This is a serious theological issue, he said. "Can you say the unbaptized are 
not Christians even though they accept Christ as saviour?" he asked. 


Despite the persecution of Christians and closing of churches during the 
Cultural Revolution of the late 1960s and early 1970s, Wang said the suffering 
of the church "brought us closer to our people." 


In this period the church was isolated from the world, "but we know you did not 
stop praying for us," he said. "Let's continue to support each other through 
our prayers." 


Asked whether the Chinese church is ready to send and receive missionaries, the 
bishop said that now is "not the time for missionaries to return. Help us 
through prayer and send teachers through the Amity Foundation." 


At a news conference, Chen Zemin, vice-principal of Nanjing Theological 
Seminary, made several points, among them: 


* China has five million Protestants (five times the number before 1949), and 
more than 5,000 congregations with buildings and often a fulltime, paid pastor. 


* On average, a new church is built every 36 hours. 


* The [Protestant] Three Self Movement has no formal relationships with the 
(independent) Roman Catholic Church in China, though the two bodies have 
"friendly" relations. 


* Denominational structures have been eliminated and local congregations are 


independent, though provincial councils and a national legislative council 
exist for the church. 


* The church has bishops -— two new ones were consecrated recently - but they 
have no dioceses. 


* All of those wrongly imprisoned as religious believers during the Cultural 
Revolution have been released. 


* He hopes that by the end of the century the government will "do better in 
implementing the policy of religious freedom, and the church will be better and 


stronger, spreading the gospel, meeting the needs of people, and contributing 
to building a new China." 


Other representatives of the China Christian Council at the conference 
were Zheng Yu Gui and Zheng Jing-an. [EPS] 


SEED MOTIF MARKS Ecumenical Press 
CONFERENCE WORSHIP Service 89.05.58 


SAN ANTONIO - Morning worship for participants at the World Conference on 
Mission and Evangelism here (22-31 May) included a series of ‘practical’ 
actions around a seed motif. 


Participants began a seed-planting exercise on the first full day of the 
conference. Then, each worshipper received a bowl of soil. It was poured 
into several large, shallow pots at one point during worship. 


The next day, bowls of seeds were distributed to worshipers. During worship, 
the seeds were sown in the soil in the pots. 


On subsequent days, the seeds were watered and the plants pruned. 


The worship actions reflected the biblical image of a seed falling into the 
ground and dying, so as to bring forth new life. 


They also reminded worshippers that Christians and the church need spiritual 
nourishment and pruning for growth in their Christian faith and action. 


The bowls were made in Haiti in connection with church efforts there to help 
poor people earn a living. 


Early one morning, conference participants walked a "way of the cross". As 
an expression of solidarity with suffering people the world over, they moved 
from place to place on the conference grounds for a series of meditations and 
reflections. 


At one of the stations along the route, names of people who have given their 
lives for the cause of Christ were posted. Worshippers were invited to add 
names of others who fit this description. 


The walk, followed by a simple breakfast of plain bread and coffee, was meant 
to help participants examine themselves in terms of things needing change in 
their lives, and to remind them to pray for the suffering and assist them 
whenever possible. 


Most mornings during the conference, the eucharist was celebrated at 6h30, 
under the auspices in turn of several local congregations — Lutheran, Eastern 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Oriental Orthodox, Reformed (Presbyterian), 
Anglican (Episcopal), and Methodist. 


Also most days during the conference, people from several dozen local 
congregations - covering the Christian spectrum from Pentecostal to Orthodox 
- kept a 13-hour vigil of prayer at a Reformed (Presbyterian) church next to 
the university campus where the conference met. 


Conference participants were prayed for by name; there were also 
intercessions related to issues in the 100-plus countries from which they 
came. 


One of the vigil leaders, Martha Grant, from a Roman Catholic parish, said 
she was "excited to see people from all over the world coming to celebrate 
for God. We are learning that despite the diversity of our cultures, 

backgrounds, and practices, we have a common ground in the service of nae 


NORDIC CHURCH RESPONSE Ecumenical Press 
TO PAPAL VISIT VARIES Service 89.05.59 


This item is based on reporting by Givind Ostang. 


OSLO — In the five Nordic countries Pope John Paul is visiting next month 
(1-10 June), more than nine people in 10 are at least nominal Lutherans. Of 
the 22 million people in Sweden, Finland, Norway, Iceland, and Denmark, about 
200 000 are Roman Catholics. 


Though the official Lutheran welcome in all five countries is to be gracious, 
in keeping with the ecumenical advances of recent decades which have done 
much to overcome the separation which dates from the 16th-century 
Reformation, the official programs reflect differences of tone and emphasis. 


Sweden and Iceland have planned the most enthusiastic welcome, Denmark the 
most restrained. 


In Sweden, the royal family is to be represented at the ecumenical service in 
the principal Swedish cathedral, in Uppsala (9 June). Presiding at the 
liturgy is to be Archbishop Bertil Werkstrom of the Church of Sweden (SK), 
and all the rest of the SK bishops are expected to attend. 


In Iceland, President Vigdis Finnbogadottir is to attend the ecumenical 
service (3 June) at historic Thingvellir. It is to be hosted by Petur 
Sigurgeirsson, bishop of the National [Lutheran] Church of Iceland. 


Denmark is the only country in which the pope has not been invited to an 
ecumencal service. Rather, he is to attend - but not speak - at a Lutheran 
celebration of vespers (6 June) at historic Roskilde cathedral. Also 
attending will be the 10 bishops of the Evangelical-Lutheran Folk Church in 
Denmark (ELFD). Afterwards, they and the pope are to meet for an exchange of 
views. 


The decision that the pope should not speak at the liturgy has drawn some 
criticism. The official ELFD explanation is that Danes might be confused if 
it appeared that the pope was preaching to the bishops. 


In Norway, neither King Olav V nor Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland is to 
attend the ecumenical service (2 June) at Nidaros cathedral in Trondheim, 
burial place of the Norwegian national saint, Olav. (Trondheim was the seat 
of a major Nordic archdiocese until the 1530s.) 


Five of the 11 Church of Norway bishops are to be absent from the service, 
one (Per Lénning) explicitly in protest of papal policies. Two other bishops 


- Halvor Bergan and Bjgrn -— will also not meet the pope at all during his 
stay in Norway. 


Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot, who chairs the conference of NK bishops, sent 
the pope a letter of welcome. The NK Council on Foreign Relations is 
planning an ecumenical reception (1 June). 


In Finland, the eight Lutheran bishops are expected to attend an ecumenical 
service (5 June) in the cathedral of Archbishop John Vikstrom in Turku. They 
are also to meet the pope afterwards in an ecumenical reception. 


Among the smaller Nordic denominations, those in the Pentecostal tradition 
have generally turned down invitations to meetings with the pope. Eastern and 
Oriental Orthodox, Methodist, Baptist, and Anglican representatives have 
generally wanted to be part of the ecumenical events. [EPS] 


LAND RIGHTS ON . Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH AGENDA Service 89.05.60 


DARWIN (Australia) - Sponsored by the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) of the 
World Council of Churches, a consultation here (6-14 May), "Integrity of 
Creation: Our Land Is Our Life" brought together about 125 people from 14 
countries. 


PCR Executive Secretary Jeane Sindab said participants set the conference 
agenda. It was the first encounter for many with representatives of other 
indigenous communities. 


Participants voiced outrage at past atrocities against indigenous peoples, 
testified to continued denial of their rights and threats to their survival and 
- in resolutions addressed to the UN International Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations, the International Labour Organization, some national governments, 
the WCC, the Australian Council of Churches (ACC), and the church at large - 
called for worldwide action. 


The consultation's "Darwin Declaration" asserts indigenous peoples' rights to 
control their own territories, re-establish nation-states, and maintain 
traditional cultural and religious practices; a "Darwin Petition" calls for 
action by church bodies and others to ensure that these rights are recognized, 
aboriginals' continued existence guaranteed, compensation awarded, and 
traditional heritages restored. 


Several points within the petition focus on land, calling for its return to 
indigenous people, compensation for indigenous land taken for church use, and 
for church bodies to pay a percentage of their income to indigenous people. 


As for Australia, where conference participants could "witness and verify the 
suppression of the sovereign rights of indigenous aboriginal peoples", the ACC 
was urged to request its members to supply a list of all church-owned lands. 
The petition asks Australian church bodies to "guarantee 20 percent of all 
positions within their various agencies and committees to Aborigines and Torres 
Strait Islanders", and also asks them to "take action against those pushing 
church religion in Aborigine communities to the detriment of the indigenous 
culture." 


It stresses the need to hold the Australian federal and state governments to 
treaties that enhance aboriginal rights; demands aboriginal control of 
artefacts, sacred sites, and knowledge; and affirms that "all resolutions that 
apply to the aboriginal situation in Australia should, in the first instance, be 
acted upon by the ACC". It asks the WCC to ensure that that happens. 


The consultation also broached the issue of indigenous peoples' representation 
in WCC structures and work. It asked the WCC to include from 25 to 50 percent 
indigenous people on all its committees and commissions. WCC members were 
encouraged to observe like proportions in their delegations to the 1991 WCC 
assembly, and the WCC was asked to ensure that Australian Aboriginals and 
Islanders play a central role in preparations for and the work of the assembly. 


In a closing ceremony participants prayed and sang in a large unbroken circle to 
express their common vision of the sacred bond between land and spirituality. 
Sindab said the consultation marked "the beginning of a reconciliation of the 
church and indigenous peoples", offering the latter "the opportunity to empower 
themselves with information and strategies from indigenous communities across 
the globe." [EPS] 


Evangelicals call for effort to convert Jews EPS 89.05.61 
BERMUDA — In a statement drawn up here on April 15, conservative evangelical 
theologians say that dialogue with Jews is no substitute for efforts to 
convert them to Christianity. Signers include Vernon Grounds, president of 
[US] Evangelicals for Social Action, and Kenneth Kantzer, chancellor of 
Trinity College, in the US state of Illinois. The statement questions the 
view among some Christian theologians that the coming of Jesus has not ended 
the covenant recorded in the Bible between God and the Jews. It says that 
approach reduces the impetus to convert Jews. [EPS] 


Irish Anglicans move toward ordination of female priests EPS 89.05.62 
DUBLIN - Meeting here, the synod of the [Anglican] Church of Ireland has voted 
by overwhelming majorities - 74 percent among the clergy, 87 percent among the 
laity - to take steps to allow the ordination of women as priests and 

bishops. If the legislation is approved by the 1990 synod, such ordinations 
would be possible from 1991. Women have been ordained priests in about 
half-a-dozen of. the 27 Anglican provinces around the world. In the United 
States, the first female Anglican bishop was consecrated last February 

[EPS 89.02.26]. [EPS] 


Middle East: reaction to death of Lebanese mufti EPS 89.05.63 
LIMASSOL (Cyprus) — Following the death in a bomb blast (16 May) of Hassan 
Khaled, chief mufti (Islamic spiritual leader) of Lebanon, General Secretary 
Gabriel Habib of the Middle East Council of Churches deplored "the powers of 
evil and sedition [which] have uprooted a spiritual symbol and a great 
national personality who believed in the unity of all the Lebanese, and worked 
for the reunification of the state. ... May God receive him in his Kingdom and 
console by his mercy the sufferings of all Muslims and all Lebanese alike." 
The blast also killed more than 20 other people, and wounded about 200 more. 
In another response, Deputy General Secretary Mercy Oduyoye, acting for WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro, sent an expression of "profound grief and 
condolence." She said the WCC "upholds all the people of Lebanon in its 
prayers and specially remembers the family of the mufti and the community to 
which he gave outstanding leadership." Maronite Patriarch Beatitude Nasrallah 
Sfeir opened the doors of his patriarchate in Bkerke (near Beirut) to receive 
messages of condolence from people in the eastern part of the country. [EPS] 


Bishop resigns over 200 000-UK-pound loss EPS 89.05.64 
BIRMINGHAM - The Anglican bishop who chaired the committee responsible for the 
Citywide Christian Celebration here in April, has resigned as bishop because 
"T hold myself fully responsible for the [200 000-UK-pound] loss incurred. 

The celebration featured southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
One reason for the losses were the somewhat-—lower-than-expected attendances. 


Ticket prices were deliberately kept low so as not to exclude poorer people. 
[EPS] 


US ecumenical leader in 'prayer and fasting' EPS 89.05.65 
NEW YORK — General Secretary Arie Brouwer of the [US] National Council of 
Churches says he is "in prayer and fasting over the days and weeks to come” 
following a tie vote at the NCC Governing Board meeting this month on the 
question of whether he should in effect be encouraged to resign. He has 
headed the 32-denomination ecumenical agency since 1985 and has attempted to 
lead it through a period of major restructuring, which has prompted both 


strong support and vigorous rejection in various parts of the NCC 
constituency. [EPS] 


Zambia: Christian anti-Aids effort launched EPS 89.05.66 
LUSAKA - The Churches! Medical Association of Zambia, which runs more than 90 
medical institutions in this central African country, has launched a two-year 


Aids education-and—prevention campaign. It is expected to cost the equivalent 
of seven million US dollars. [EPS] 


South African government withdraws passport EPS 89.05.67 
JOHANNESBURG —- The South African government has withdrawn the passport of 
Farid Esack, a prominent Muslim advocate of interfaith cooperation in the 
fight against apartheid. Esack has worked with the South African Council of 
Churches and is vice chair of the South Africa chapter of the World Conference 
on Religion and Peace. [EPS] 


British Methodists considering report on family EPS 89.05.68 
LONDON - A British Methodist working party is proposing the first major 
revision in denominational policy on “family life, the single person, and 
marriage" in half-a-century. The group's report goes to the annual British 
Methodist Conference in June. If approved, it is to be studied in the 
denomination, with final action possible in 1992. The report notes that even 
some Christians today question the ideal of monogamous, lifelong marriage, and 
disciplined sexual behavior. It says a "sense of proportion and awareness of 
the modern sexual climate are needed, as well as the affirmation of Christian 
values." It says that in contemporary UK society, the most the church can do 
is ask its members to accept certain guidelines, exclude some forms of extreme 
behavior, and seek to promote a moral climate and acceptable Christian 
Standards. A separate report on human sexuality is due to come to the 
conference next year. [EPS] 


Philippines: church team sees political motives in murder EPS 89.05.69 
QUEZON CITY - A special fact-finding team, established by the United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines to investigate the murder of a UCCP pastor and her 
husband, urged (1 May) that military and political motives be investigated as 
the most likely causes of their deaths. Vizminda and Lovello Gran were 
murdered 1 May by five men who barged into their home looking for Lovello 
Gran. The team said the motive of robbery is "highly implausible" - serving 
as a "poor cover for a more sinister motive." The team also rejected the 
hypothesis that the murders were committed by members of the anti-government 
New Peoples Army. [EPS] 


YMCA urged to rediscover its mission EPS 89.05.70 
HONG KONG - A consultation on the YMCA as a "lay Christian ecumenical 
movement" (30 April-4 May) has urged YMCAs to rediscover their mission to work 
toward the kingdom of God in solidarity with all people and ideologies. The 
meeting here was sponsored by the Geneva-based World Alliance of YMCAs. It 
reaffirmed the YMCA role in promoting Christian unity for the sake of a common 
witness in developing a just society. [EPS] 


World Council of Churches' program protests SA executions EPS 89.05.71 
GENEVA - The Program to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches has 
issued an 'actiongram' to protest the execution of three South African 
activists scheduled for 24 and 25 May (Sibusiso Senele Masuku and Oupa Josias 
Mbonane on the 24th, Abraham Mngomezulu on the 25th). The first two were 
convicted of killing a police officer in February 1986. Mngomezulu was 
convicted of killing a suspected police informer in April 1987. The program 
is urging several ecumenical councils to ask government and church leaders in 
their countries to "intercede on behalf of our brothers." It also urges 
prayer for them. [EPS] 


Poland: Sjem considers church-state relations EPS 89.05.72 
WARSAW - Sjem (the Polish parliament) is reportedly considering three pieces 
of legislation affecting church-state relations - one offering certain 
guarantees for religious freedom and different confessional traditions, a 
second covering relationships between the numerically-dominant Roman Catholic 
Church in Poland and the state, and a third about social insurance for 
Clergy. The Polish Ecumenical Council, which groups the principal minority 
denominations in the country, is reportedly concerned that the legislation 
Should not be rushed through if that would prejudice the equal legal status of 
all Polish denominations. Roman Catholic representatives say the law 
affecting them is not meant in any way to adversely affect other 
denominations. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT : ‘Swedish Bishops on Environmental Issues’ EPS 89.05.73 


This is excerpted from a 2/—page text on environmental issues issued this month 
by the conference of bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden. 


We write because necessity and love compel us. We believe it is worth raising 
our voices, because in spite of everything, we still have hope. 


We wish to be a voice among other voices of good will in our society. 


The unique character of our contribution to the discussion is not the 
ecological but the biblical message. Our conception of environment is based 
on our faith in God, the Creator of heaven and earth. 


This should lead us to a greater willingness to make sacrifices and a greater 
joy in and care for the creation, as well as courage to exist and faith in the 
future. 


Our manifesto is a contribution to the ongoing discussion on the earth and its 
future. 


As Christians we have often been too quiet and passive in the debate on the 
environment. 


What we present here is thus not a final standpoint. We wish to be part of a 
progressive dialogue. 


Our awareness of not having enough knowledge is not a reason to remain silent. 


We appeal to the readers of this letter to react by writing to us. Naturally 
we are prepared to consider all points of view coming to our knowledge. 


As Christians, we speak with frankness. Out of the confusion which exists in 
our Swedish culture today, there is a growing need and yearning to re-establish 
the roots of our existence. 


Christianity, therefore, ought to be felt more appropriate today than ever 
before. 


No other era in our history has faced a challenge like the one we face. Faith 
should be particularly important to those who love life, but who sometimes 
doubt a good future for humanity and are horrified because of the debts we have 
incurred and the suffering which awaits all things living. 


A carefully thought-out ethic and a responsible view of man is essential in the 
struggle for the protection of the environment. This should be particularly 
obvious when the time comes to pay the price of solidarity. 


Environmental questions are not only biological, political, and economic, but 
also, just as much, ethical and religious. 


We believe that the biological, psychological, and spiritual destruction of our 
environment are related and that the three must be combated together. 


We believe that the worldwide church in the future could be a uniting force to 


a deepened responsibility for the environment and readiness to act and 
sacrifice. 


We therefore wish to encourage churches all over the world to continue and 
intensify the work for peace, justice and the integrity of creation. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Arie Brouwer: ‘'The US Ecumenical Future (II)' EPS 89.05.74 


Brouwer is general secretary of the [US] National Council of Churches. This 
is adapted from part of an article — the eighth in a series — in the 6 March 


issue of the US ecumenical magazine Christianity and Crisis. Another part 
appeared as EPS 89.05.55. 


--- Our first step beyond cooperation is ... to claim our identity as a 
community - grounded in ecumenical theology, celebrated in ecumenical worship, 
nurtured in ecumenical formation, practised in ecumenical relations, enacted 
in ecumenical mission, displayed in ecumenical communication. 


To do so would be to recreate the council as an experiment in community - a 
moveable feast of worship, reflection, faith, action, and sharing in the most 
inclusive Christian community available to Christians in America - and 


striving to be more so. 


To claim our identity as a community is to confess that our common tradition 
and our common identity and our common future are primary. Our particular 
heritages are secondary. ... No denomination or communion can define itself 
apart from the ecumenical dimension of its life. 


That is a significant step towards unity. A further step is to confess that 
Christian identity can only be discovered as the communion becomes a dimension 
of ecumenical life. 


To do so is not to negate the Christian identity of particular communions. 
It is to fulfil and protect that identity in the larger, more inclusive 
community (out of the past, present, and future) which more fully signifies 
the one holy catholic and apostolic church sought by all of us in the 
ecumenical movement. 


Our second step ... is to commit ourselves to act as a community. AS soon as 
we try, we will be driven back to the question of identity. ... 


[One can rightly be critical of the] failure {of NCC member churches] to 
commit fuller energy, resources, and time to the NCC. A basic reason, I 
believe, is that the communions continue to find their primary identity in 
themselves, rather than in the larger community. 


As long as communion identity remains primary and we continue to define the 
councils as instruments through which the programme agencies of the communions 
carry out their programmes cooperatively, we will act as communions —- or at 
best as an ad hoc community - not as a community of communions. Until we 
think of ourselves differently, we probably will not act differently - 
exhortation and guilt trips notwithstanding. 


Of course, we can also learn to think of ourselves differently by acting 
differently. That was the intent of the churches in organizing the NCC in 
1950, thus bringing 12 functional agencies together into one council. We have 
not, however, progressed very far beyond that first confederation. The 
Structures have blocked the way. 


In the last two decades, moreover, functional agencies have begun again to 
spring up outside of the council. To be sure, such functional agencies 
Sometimes may be more efficient than are the complex structures of councils. 
They also often pose a threat to community - both within and without the 
council. By focusing primarily on those who have the resources to act, they 
tend to exclude those already often excluded from other structures in the 
Society. [over] 
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Failure to commit ourselves to act aS a community would thus put at risk the 
council's historic commitment to inclusiveness, which may indeed be the 


commitment most at risk in this crisis. 


If we wish to know ourselves (identity) as a community, and if we wish to act 
(mission) as a community, then we shall have to take the next step beyond 
cooperation and structure as a community. The word needs to be made flesh. 
The council needs to embody the vision it serves. 


We cannot expect to move beyond cooperation to community if our structures are 
designed to foster only cooperation. They will always be calling us back and 
often blocking the way ahead. If we wish our structures to foster community, 
we shall need to open the way of breaking down the old walls of division. 


More than once, we have tried putting new wine into old wineskins - and we 
have lost the new wine. We need now to venture a new NCC for a new time. 


Structural change is, therefore, a matter of great urgency. The present 
structure of the council is a product of the Protestant mainline establishment 
churches. The steady decline of the council over two decades is in part a 
reflection of their disestablishment. 


If we do not restructure towards community, the alternatives are almost 
surely, therefore, either to continue the council's decades-long decline or to 
accelerate that decline in a radical destructure. 


Restructuring is not the end of the journey. Rather, it opens the way to a 
new future. 


For example, further steps beyond cooperation towards community include 
sharing our resources as a community. This suggests validation of a variety 
of gifts and resources in addition to money. 


Concerning money, it suggests a changing pattern of funding which moves beyond 
that of the communions cooperating with one another in their programmes to a 
pattern of sharing resources to enable the community to act as a community for 


the well-being of the whole (which does not necessarily mean centralized 
funding). 


The way will then be open to be accountable as a community, with each part 


concerned for all the other parts and for the whole and vice-versa, because we 
are all one body. 


The way will also then be open to communicate as a community, rejoicing 
together in the good news of God, critiquing one another's work, and standing 
together against the slings and arrows. 


Other steps will follow, all governed by the common organizing principle - 
better, life principle - of community. 


This will neither be an easy journey nor a short one. With many others, 
perhaps more than most, I had hoped that we could find an easier way forward. 


But the crisis is upon us and there is a kairos within it. We could not have 


continued much longer as we were. Perhaps we have been thrust willy-nilly 
into a new frame of reference ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/19) 


The Life and Peace Institute (Box 297, S-751 05 Uppsala) is looking for a 
director and an associate director. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 are a review of 
ecumenical responses to emergencies in March and April (8 May), a situation 
report (number 3, 11 May) on the situation in Bangladesh in the wake of floods 
there in 1988, an appeal (11 May) for 50 000 US dollars to respond to the 
aftermath of the ethnic conflict involving Senegalese and Mauritanians, and an 
ecumenical appeal (11 May) in the wake of the latest violence in Lebanon. 


A calendar of WCC events through the end of next year is available from EPS. 


Available from EPS is a report from Arnold Temple, studying at the Irish 
School of Ecumenics, on a new book, Reconciling Memories, edited by ISE Dean 
Allan Falconer. 


"A Conversation Continued" is the title of the report and background 
material on the visit in April of a delegation from the [US] National Council 
of Churches. to the Vatican. A copy is available from the NCC Commission on 
Faith and Order, 475 Riverside Drive, New York NY 10115. 


Information about the International Thomas Merton Society is available from 
its president: William Shannon, 4095 East Avenue, Rochester NY 14610, USA. 
The group held its first general meeting 25-28 May in Louisville 
(Kentucky/USA). 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. programme of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


WCC Central Committee, Moscow, 15-27 July: Please tell us your special 
requirements (deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc.) before 20 June. 


The next EPS copy deadline is Tuesday 20 June. On request, EPS faxes 
headlines. We pay for that. Then you can ask (and pay for) faxing entire 
items. EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 29 May. 

EPS EPS annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 


26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, 
or 195 Indian rupees. 
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CONFERENCE SECTIONS OFFER Ecumenical Press 
PERSPECTIVES FOR MISSION Service 89.06.01 


SAN ANTONIO - Despite the global advance of secularism, there is a widespread 
hunger for religion today that frequently manifests itself in "a bewildering 
plurality of religious cults", according to an interim report from one of the 
four sections of the World Cigifepetan on Mission and Evangelism here 

(22-31 May). 


The interim reports were presented to a plenary session mid-way through the 
conference (27 May). They are to be revised in light of comments from 
conference participants. 


The report of section I, "Turning to the Living God", notes that faith 
communities can become ingrown and stagnant, and may lose their vision. In 
this case, the presence of other Christians who, with "sensitivity and 
integrity identify with the local faith community", may be a catalyst in 
renewal and mission. 


“Any evangelism that does not build up_ good relationships with other 
Christians in the community must inevitably come under question", the report 
says. 


On witnessing among people of other faiths, the section points to a tension: 
"We are committed to Christ and to an unequivocal witness to salvation in hin, 
yet open to others, even to the possibility that we may be enriched through 
our encounter with them." 


The report adds: "We affirm that we should always meet people of other faiths 
in a spirit of respect, love, and integrity." 


Power is to be used for carrying out the will of God for building just, caring 
communities in which all people share with dignity and freedom, says section 
II, “Participating in Suffering and Struggle". All people, being created in 
the image of God, "share therefore in the creative power of God." 


One example of creative power is the participation of people in community 
organizing. The report says that "to struggle in the midst of suffering gives 
hope, which produces creative power." 


Just as Jesus resisted the powers of evil, so his followers are invited to 
exercise "unceasing vigilance in defence of the fullness of life." Resistance 
entails suffering, the section says. 


Christians and the church around the world practise resistance in many ways 
including hunger strikes, civil disobedience, demonstrations and marches. 
However, the church often fails to practise resistance and instead compromises 
in order to hold onto privilege, observes the report. 


Culture and community also have the power to transform suffering into 
Struggle, the section adds. It is the Holy Spirit who empowers people as they 
seek for justice, freedom and peace. 


Land is a source of power to a community, the section notes. For tribal 
people, land, history, religion, and culture are intimately related. People 
dispossessed of their land are unable to practise community to the full, it 
observes. 


The confession "the earth is the Lord's" should become "a vital part of the 
understanding and practice of the mission of the churches", says section III. 
It urges the church to "cooperate with other people and groups who share a 
common commitment to the integrity of creation." 


[over] 
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Saying "land is life", the section points out that an extreme concentration of 
land in the hands of a few deprives most people of it. Mission means to 
support the struggle for a “just sharing of land" in concrete actions. 


Affirming "the earth is the Lord's" requires a sincere effort to develop 
models of inclusiveness, the section says. 


"The voiceless and dehumanized must take the initiative in questioning present 
exclusive structures, demanding the just redistribution of land, and 
redressing cultural injustices that fracture the human community, it insists. 
It urges the church to read the Bible from the perspective of the 
marginalised, especially women, and to challenge the caste system in India. 


The section points to the enormity of the refugee problem and the human 
suffering it entails. It calls on the church to identify and address the 
causes of the uprooting of people and to provide a new and comprehensive 
definition of "refugee". 


The need for community is profoundly human and deeply Christian; the church 
is rediscovering the communal nature of faith, as well as new expressions of 
community life and witness, says section IV, "Towards Renewed Communities in 
Mission". 


Popular expressions of religiosity exist on all continents. They are 
particularly strong among minorities and marginalized peoples, and in counter- 
cultures, it observes. 


Positive emphases in popular religiosity, it says, include life in community, 
concrete dimensions of daily life, and collective action to meet communal 
needs. Negative aspects include promotion of division and sectarianism, and 
spirituality divorced from people's needs. 


The section challenges the church to understand and reflect on the ritual, 
values, and action of such groups, to see both continuity and discontinuity 
with traditional Christian practice and theology. 


It calls the church to repent of forms of mission that violate the lives of 
people and impose negative cultural forms on them. In that connection, the 
report urges the World Council of Churches to help the Vatican make the 1992 
celebration of the 500th anniversary of the beginning of Christianity in the 
Western Hemisphere into a time for critical appraisal of the past. 


The report notes that those who work for the gospel outside their own 
countries and cultures carry with them their cultural heritage, ideology, and 
human fragility. Such people are called to "self-emptying, to service, and 
to dialogue ... proclaiming Jesus Christ in a spirit of openness.” 


Each part of the church, it says, has gifts to offer. Each has things to 
give as well as receive from other parts. 


In a plenary discussion after the section reports were presented, delegates 
Suggested possible changes to language dealing with dialogue with people of 
other faiths, and ministries of laity and youth and children. 


aes were also calls to endorse the ordination of women, put more emphasis on 
congregations, and mention sharing the oceans and air, the absence of 


religious freedom in many societies 
and respect for the 
people with whom the gospel is hide dt [EPS] 4 pieakirriarcieneeS 


CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS Ecumenical Press 
DETAIL MISSION CONTEXTS Service 89.06.02 


SAN ANTONIO - Church leaders have been invited to talk about Christianity at 
the nation's leading political academy and at Kiev University. Church people 
have been invited to answer questions on popular late-night tv talk shows. 


That information about the situation in which the Soviet church now finds 
itself came from Archbishop Makarij, head of the Eastern Orthodox Diocese of 
Ivano-Phrankovsk in the Soviet Ukraine. He was part of one of two panels 
which briefed journalists on mission contexts during the World Conference on 
Mission and Evangelism here (22-31 May). 


He said that just before he left for the conference he visited Arbat Street in 
Moscow, which he called more popular than Hyde Park Corner in London as a 
place to exercise free speech. There he listened to a debate between one 
speaker who supported Mikhail Gorbachev's reforms and another who opposed 
them. Another speaker suggested she and her hearers "arm ourselves and fight 
our government!" 


During last year's celebration of the millennium of Christianity in parts of 
what is now the Soviet Union, the church was allowed to "go into the streets" 
to proclaim the gospel, the archbishop said. Via loudspeakers outside the 
churches, "many millions of people in the Soviet Union" heard the liturgy for 
the first time. 


Church and people are awaiting the new law on freedom of conscience, he 
reported. The Russian Orthodox Holy Synod (of bishops) received two versions 
of the proposed law and chose "the more advanced version", recommending it be 
taken to the people for discussion. "The feeling of the people and the 
atmosphere favour a new, positive, advanced law on freedom of conscience", he 
concluded. 


Juan Sepulveda, Chilean theologian and Pentecostal leader, told journalists 
that the great growth of Pentecostalism in Latin America has made Pentecostals 
"significant minorities" in Chile, Brazil, and elsewhere. They are becoming 
an important factor in civic elections, he said. As the church of the poor, 
they cannot remain indifferent to the problems of society and the efforts of 
working class people to solve those problems, he added. 


Rose Jarjour, executive secretary of the Fellowship of Evangelical Churches in 
the Middle East, said it hopes the conference and its sponsor, the World 
Council of Churches, will speak out about the years of war in Palestine and 
Lebanon. 


Thomas Stransky, director of Tantour Ecumenical Centre in Jerusalem and part 
of the 21-member Vatican delegation to the conference, reported that new 
tension is arising because of proselytizing efforts in Hispanic communities in 
the US and Latin America. 


He also suggested that ethical questions rather than doctrine are now what 
most divide Christians. These include the specifics of justice-and-peace, 
right-to-life, and biological issues. "They affect the understanding of what 
mission and evangelism is and what we can do together", he said. 


During another panel, three activists - Jaime Toledo (Philippines), Andrea 
Carmen (USA), and Mesilamani Azariah (India) - discussed what they described 
as the worsening plight of indigenous and oppressed peoples in their countries. 


Toledo said conditions are worse in his country than under the overthrown 
Marcos government. Carmen detailed problems of Native Americans in Alaska and 
the southwestern United States. Azariah said the church is "supporting an 
awakening among my people" (Dalits or "untouchables"). [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 


CHURCH ASSEMBLY BACKS Service 89.06.03 


ASSEMBLY FOR SCOTLAND 


EDINBURGH - The Church of Scotland (the Kirk) General Assembly decisively 
reaffirmed its support for some measure of self-government for Scotland, to be 
achieved through a democratically-elected Scottish assembly. 


However, its Church and Nation Committee was given a sharp rebuke for the 
protest it made to the government over the arrest and deportation in January 


of Sri Lankan refugee Viraj Mendis. 


By 496 votes to 36/7 the assembly regretted this protest and affirmed that the 
actions of the police and government were “entirely in accordance with the 


law". 


But it overwhelmingly defeated an attempt to restrict committee pronouncements 
and protests to matters on which the assembly had adopted a specific position. 


The assembly also rejected proposals to reduce the 1 815 000-UK-pound Kirk 
budget deficit forecast for 1990. 


Rather, it decided to increase the mileage allowance for ministers using their 
own cars from the current 25 pence to 40 pence a mile for the first 4500 
miles, instead of the 30 pence a mile proposed as a way to save 450 000 
pounds, though it was accepted that if necessary this extra sum will be met 
from reserves. 


It similarly rejected a plan to cut the National Church Extension Committee 
out of the 1990 budget completely, and instead accepted cuts to the budget of 
that committee and six others -— again with the hope that the shortfall can be 
made up from reserves if Kirk parishes do not give more generously than 
currently anticipated. 


The assembly approved a scheme to provide all parish ministers with a car from 
1992 onwards - probably a Ford Fiesta or Escort — provided funds are 
available. This was despite passionate protests from people who felt it would 
be detrimental to the church's witness if ministers enjoyed "what in effect is 
the luxury of a company car". 


The education committee's criticisms of government proposals for reshaping 
education in Scotland were fully endorsed by the assembly, with particular 
exception being taken to plans to replace student grants by loans, and plans 
to allow schools to opt out of local-authority control. 


Also meeting last month, in Inverness, the synod of the small Free 
Presbyterian Church decided (33-27) to uphold the six-month excommunication 


voted (7-5) by one of its presbyteries against Lord Mackay of Clashfern, lord 
chancellor of England. 


Mackay has been a Free Presbyterian elder. He was excommunicated because he 
attended two Roman Catholic requiem eucharists for lawyer colleagues. 


The es after the synod decision, Mackay said he has "no intention" of 
Pri rece as the synod asked, not to attend such eucharists in the future, 
and therefore he is no longer a member of the denomination. [EPS] 


USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL VOTES Ecumenical Press 
CHANGES; LEADER CHALLENGED Service 89.06.04 


LEXINGTON (Kentucky/USA) - The Governing Board of the [US] National Council of 
Churches approved major structural changes at its semi-annual meeting here 
last month, in an effort to resolve problems of NCC identity, authority, and 
accountability. 


The new structure has four units instead of the current 11 divisions and 
commissions. The units are to be Prophetic Justice, International Witness and 
Service, Unity and Relationship, and Discipleship and Communication. 


Instead of semi-annual meetings of the Governing Board, a General Board is to 
meet once a year, with its Executive Coordinating Committee meeting twice a 
year. A non-governing Ecumenical Leadership Forum may be established and meet 
once in four years. 


Following extended debate, the board voted 57-57 (12 abstentions) on a motion 
that "in light of the direction of the new style of organization" of the NCC 
"and in light of community relationships, there is a need for new leadership 
in the Office of General Secretary." The tie vote meant the motion did not 
pass. 


After the vote, NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer said "I will be in prayer 
and fasting over the days and weeks to come, and ask you to be in that same 
spirit with me." 


Earlier in the meeting, Brouwer delivered his report. Some praised it for 
"finally describing real issues" which have caused dissension in the 
32-denomination council. 


Others called it “inappropriate", and questioned the wisdom of its blunt 
approach at a time when reconciliation is needed. 


In his report, Brouwer urged the board to "stand for the truth" in response to 
"the last two years" when the US "ecumenical atmosphere has been fouled with 
rumors, innuendo, and false charges." 


Referring to charges that his leadership style is authoritarian and 
hierarchical, Brouwer said his style is not the problem: "The problem is that 
I have dared to speak the truth about the will to power —- particularly within 
Church World Service" (the NCC relief and development arm). 


The recent debates about the council and its future, he said, have been "for 
me and my colleagues among the staff and officers of this council ... a 
crucifixion and a journey through hell ... Relationships have been destroyed 
by innuendo and insinuation. ... We have all suffered terribly, but we shall 
suffer still more, and without hope, if we do not face these hard facts." 


In other action the board heard a report and expressed concern about the 
"major epidemic" of the drug crack cocaine in the United States, expressed 
concern for health and day care for children, approved messages of concern to 
the church in Lebanon and El Salvador, and expressed concern at the results of 
the oil spill in Prince William Sound in Alaska. 


It also authorised and endorsed a revised version of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible. The RSV translation was first released under NCC 
auspices in 1952. The New Revised Standard Version is to appear in bookstores 
beginning in the middle of next year. [EPS] 


ei organized for Gulf area EPS 89.06.05 
reap fen naa aeiones ecumenical workshops are being organized 
in the [Persian] Gulf area next year under the auspices of the liaison office 
for the area of the Middle East Council of Churches. The first such three-day 
workshop is planned for next January in the United Arab Emirates. Others are 
to follow in Bahrain, Kuwait, and Oman. MECC Gulf Liaison Officer Ian Young 
said the workshops are afm outgrowth of a Gulf Churches Conference held in 
Cyprus earlier this year where "the need was expressed for having 
opportunities for scriptural study and to share together in Christian 
experience and fellowship in an ecumenical atmosphere." The population of the 
Gulf area is overwhelmingly Islamic, and most of the Christians are 


ex-patriates. [EPS] 


Call for Christian education resource centre in Gulf EPS 89.06.06 
MANAMA (Bahrain) - After a 17-day tour last month of Bahrain, Kuwait, and the 
United Arab Emirates, Dorothy L.A. Jamal, children's officer of the [Anglican] 
Church of England, has called for the establishment of a "first-class resource 
centre" for children's Christian education in the [Persian] Gulf area. She 
also saw the need for an “ongoing programme of lively teacher- training" in an 
area where most of the minority Christian population are ex-patriates. She 
noted ecumenical concerns among Roman Catholics and Anglicans for training 
teachers together, the "lively response" from Indian congregations in the 
Gulf, and the need for a curriculum adapted to the Gulf area. Jamal's tour 
was sponsored by the Gulf Churches' Study Centre here. [EPS] 


Hong Kong: Christians support Chinese democracy movement EPS 89.06.07 
HONG KONG - Christians from most denominations in this UK colony due to return 
to Chinese control in mid-1997 joined a peaceful demonstration in support of 
the “patriotic and democratic movement in China." Estimates of the crowd 
reached a million. Among the organizations involved were the Hong Kong 
Christian Institute, the Hong Kong affiliate of the Lausanne Committee on 
World Evangelization, Student Christian Movement, and Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students. A message from the Joint Committee of All Hong Kong 
Christians in Support of the Patriotic and Democratic Movement in China urged 
Christians in other parts of the world to send messages of support. [EPS] 


Canada: church support for Native protest EPS 89.06.08 

TORONTO -— A sweetgrass ceremony led by a Native Canadian Roman Catholic priest 
at the headquarters here of the Anglican Church of Canada, highlighted an 
ecumenical liturgy in support of Native students protesting cutbacks in 
support for their post-secondary education. The funding crisis prompted a 
hunger strike and other demonstrations across Canada. Ina letter to Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, Canadian Anglican Archbishop Michael Peers 


urges the government to stop the cutbacks till it negotiates with Native 
people on any changes. [EPS] 


Canada: council wins first round in refugee-law challenge EPS 89.06.09 
TORONTO - The Canadian Council of Churches has won the first round in its 
legal challenge to new, more restrictive, Canadian refugee laws. Canadian 
Federal Court Justice Paul Rouleau denied a government contention that 
religious organizations have no standing to challenge the legislation. [EPS] 


Canada: council staffer faults foreign—aid-—cut plan EPS 89.06.10 

TORONTO - Tad Mitsui, a staff member of the Canadian Council of Churches, has 
criticized a plan by the Canadian government to reduce its budget for foreign 
aid by 1.8 billion Canadian dollars over the next five years. Mitsui called 
Ooty cuts "terrible. A lot of countries are depending on us", he observed. 
This will tarnish our image." Church and other groups have been pushing for 


an increase in foreign aid to a level 
equal to half-a- ‘ 
gross national product. [EPS] q alf-a-percent of Canada's 


BACKGROUND: Mission Conferences from Edinburgh to San Antonio EPS 89.06.11 


This overview is abridged from material prepared by Marlin VanElderen, editor 
of the WCC magazine One World. 


Depending on whether one counts a 1923 meeting in Oxford, the World Conference 
on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio (22-31 May) is the llth or 12th in an 
80-year series of ecumenical global mission conferences. The first — in 
Edinburgh in 1910 - is considered by church historians as a great landmark 
in the history of the church, and the birthplace of the ecumenical movement. 


The idea for such a worldwide mission meeting was not new. Already at the 
beginning of the 19th century, the famous English Baptist missionary William 
Carey had written from Calcutta to his mission society secretary in London 
proposing regular global Christian conferences. 


Carey's idea, which failed to survive the skepticism of his associates back 
home, was to hold these meetings once a decade in Cape Town, starting in 
1810. But there had been at least a half-dozen gatherings of Protestants 
involved in mission from all over the world since 1854. 


Unlike earlier conferences, whose major aim had been to inform the public 
about world mission and stimulate enthusiasm for it, Edinburgh was oriented to 
consultation on how mission agencies could cooperate in spreading the gospel. 


The ecumenical intent of Edinburgh was focused on the goal of planting "in 
each non-Christian nation one undivided church of Christ". Ecclesiastical and 
doctrinal differences were explicitly left off the agenda. 


Almost all those at Edinburgh were official delegates of organizations that 
had missionaries at work abroad. And the scope was restricted to missionary 
bodies operating among "non-Christian peoples", thus excluding US 
denominations and societies working in Europe, the Middle East, and Latin 
America. 


The unprecedented scale of preparations for Edinburgh became a model for later 
such conferences. For the two previous years, discussion of the eight 
Subjects of the agenda was carried on by correspondence among hundreds of 
people in dozens of countries, many with no previous ecumenical involvement. 


Representatives of what were then called "younger churches" played a larger 
role at Edinburgh than at any previous conference. Though their number was 
small, their visibility marked the beginning of what Latourette describes as a 
trend "to embrace younger and older churches on terms of equality". 


As a result of Edinburgh, the International Missionary Council was formed at a 
conference at Lake Mohonk (New York/USA) in 1921. By the next IMC 
conference, in 1928 in Jerusalem, it was clear, as former WCC General 
Secretary Philip Potter puts it, that preaching the gospel to people of other 
faiths would have to be undertaken "without reference to any shining examples 
of countries" exposed to Christianity for centuries. 


As one Jerusalem paper put it: "The greatest rival of Christianity in the 
world today is not Mohammedanism, or Buddhism, or Hinduism or Confucianism, 
but a worldwide secular way of life and interpretation of ... things". 
Mission was coming to be seen more comprehensively. Besides evangelism, 
religious education, racial conflict, industrialization, and rural problems 
were discussed. 


Ten years later, the Tambaram conference (India) drew more people from more 

countries than ever before. More than half the delegates were not from Europe 

or North America, with Chinese and Japanese attending in notable numbers. 
[over] 


mission/2 


With the shadows of totalitarianism and war hanging over the world, the church 
was a significant emphasis at Tambaram. This took particular, shape in a 
dawning realization that even though many “younger churches" were small 
minorities in their own countries, they were strong enough to govern and 
support themselves and to evangelize their lands. Despite the war, IMC 
managed to keep alive ecumenical cooperation in mission, particularly through 
a vast programme of support for “orphaned missions" cut off by the hostilities 
from their sending churches and agencies. 


Though smaller than its predecessors, the international mission gathering in 
1947 in Whitby (Ontario, Canada) was joyful and confident. A key phrase 
from Whitby, growing out of discussion of the often-tense and reluctant 
process by which the western church gave up its "parental" relationship to the 
fruits of its mission operations, was "partnership in obedience". 


After Whitby there were calls for radical rethinking of the foundations and 
nature of the whole missionary movement. The conference in Willingen (FRG) 
in 1952 did not manage to reconcile all the obvious tensions such a rethinking 
would create. But its work on the missionary calling of the church was to 
guide debate in the "theology of mission" for years to come. 


By the early 1950s, more and more voices within the IMC were calling for full 
integration into the World Council of Churches, though the push for 
integration was not unanimous. Some in the IMC feared that the result would 
be to push missionary concern to the periphery. They recalled that much of 
the vast growth of mission in the 19th century came from bodies organized 
independent of — and sometimes even opposed by - major denominations. At the 
same time, some Orthodox WCC members were nervous that integrating IMC into 
WCC might touch off renewed proselytism. 


Nevertheless, the 1958 IMC conference in Accra (Ghana), approved an 
integration plan, which set off a process that culminated in the two bodies 
joining together at the WCC Third Assembly (New Delhi) in 1961. 


Mexico City was the site, in 1963, of the first world mission conference 
after IMC-WCC integration. Its sections on witness to the secular world and 
the witness of the congregation in its neighbourhood impressed on participants 
that the "mission field" was now in all six continents. It was also the first 


world conference to give specific and detailed attention to the problems of 
mission in Europe and North America. 


Bangkok was the site of the next world mission conference, in 1972. It 
faced head-on but did not try to resolve, persistent tensions related to the 
meaning of "salvation". Rather, it tried to keep both together. This 
approach, which some saw as a sign of great hope for the future of world 
mission, worried conservative evangelicals, who were planning 4a world 
evangelism conference of their own (Lausanne, 1974). They feared gospel 


proclamation would invariably take a back seat to social action in the 
comprehensiveness of this vision. 


Bangkok also challenged what it saw as persistent patterns of domination and 


dependence between many European or North American churches and the churches 
their missionaries had planted elsewhere in the world. 


The poor were described as the criterion for mission today by the most recent 
aia conference on mission and evangelism - in Melbourne (Australia) in 
es Jesus made a clear link between the coming of the kingdom and the 
proclamation of good news to the poor, Melbourne said. The conference spoke 
of the reign of God as the reign of the one who died "outside the gates”. 


[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘European Ecumenical Statement on Justice and Peace' EPS 89.06.12 


This is excerpted from the "final document" of the European Ecumenical 
Assembly: Peace with Justice [EPS 89.05.50] 


--- In the process of transformation which Europe is now going through, 
countries, groups and people will be under the temptation to give absolute 
priority to their own interests, their own rights, their own views. If this 
happens, the limited room for rapid change may be used up very soon. 


We plead: let this process of transformation be also a process of 
reconciliation. This means more than the absence of violence. It means 
also openness to the claims |and rights of "the other side"; to both the 
capacity for change which is required from others, as well as to its limits. 


The Single European Act, which aims at a barrier-free market in the European 
Community after 1992, is already dynamizing the process of Western European 
integration. 


This raises both expectations and anxieties. The hope is that the well-being 
of many people will be increased. The fear is that this will be so at the 
expense and at the exclusion of many others. 


As churches in Europe as a whole, we must advocate that this opening up of the 
borders within Western Europe does not lead to a "bastion Western Europe" 
which becomes more closed towards the rest of the world. Economic 
cooperation, including measures to ameliorate the debt crisis, and also to 
lessen the technological gap between Western Europe and Eastern Europe and 
also between Northern and Southern Europe are required. 


The same applies to other issues. Especially the policy towards refugees and 
asylum seekers will be a test of this openness. Moreover, the churches in 
the countries directly involved must be especially attentive to the effects of 
this integration on the North-South relations within Europe, on the needs of 
the poor within their own societies, on social security and on participation, 
and on the needs of nature to be respected and protected. Special attention 
has to be given to structures of injustice and exploitation within ... 
tourism. ... 


63. As Christians in Europe, we are not merely observers. We are part of 
the hope, but also part of the divisiveness. This also applies to the new 
ethnic and regional conflicts - often with deep and old roots - which are 
emerging in our continent. 


As churches, we are called to include the minorities which stand against the 
pressures for their assimilation, and plead for the dignity of those who are 
marginalized. 


We must not only work for reconciliation in the face of the great gaps between 
North and South, and between East and West, but also in the face of the 
equally divisive bitterness and even hatred, which is separating people within 
our own societies. 


64. We ask the governments of Europe to do all in their power to eliminate 
conditions and measures which cause people to become refugees and force them 
to seek a future for themselves and their children elsewhere. ... 


65. We hope and pray that our own coming together may be a sign of hope for 
the coming together of this divided continent as a whole. We encourage our 
congregations and parishes from different parts of Europe to meet, to discuss, 
to pray together. As churches, we know that the community we may celebrate 
is not our own achievement. 

[over] 


basel/2 


Our Lord Jesus Christ has broken down the walls of separation. As, in a deep 
sense, the Body of Christ is “enmity overcome", we plead that the ecumenical 
process in Europe will be a conciliatory process. In this expectation we are 
called to play our own role in our own societies and in Europe at large. ... 


66. Recently, the thinking about Europe's future has been stimulated by the 
image of a common European house. How realistic is this vision, on a 
continent which has been divided for so long and in so many ways? The vision 
of the common house reminds us that all people and states in Europe share 
common foundations, in their history, their cultural heritage, their values. 

Also, it reminds us that "Europe" should not be identified with only a part of 


Europe. 


In a common house there are common responsibilities. It is not acceptable 
that some of its parts are in deterioration, while others shine in luxury. 
In a common house, life is guided by the spirit of cooperation, not 
confrontation. Important is also that the vision of a common European house 
implies criticism of all walls, barriers and ditches which make communication 
impossible. 


67. The image expresses that we must learn to live with many people on a 
small continent. There is limited space, resources are scarce. Some basic 
"house rules" are needed to make this possible. Such rules would include: 


— the principle of equality of all who live there, whether strong or weak; 

—~ the recognition of such values as freedom, justice, tolerance, solidarity, 
participation; 

- a positive attitude towards adherents of different religions, cultures and 
world views; 

- open doors, open windows: in other words: many personal contacts; 
exchange of ideas; 

- dialogue instead of resolving conflicts through violence. 


68. The European house should be an “open house", a place of refuge and 
protection, a place of welcome, a place of hospitality where guests are not 
discriminated against but treated as members of the family. In this house 


nobody should fear to speak the truth. 


Within the European house, those who live there should work against the 
inequalities of rich and poor within Europe, against the division of North and 
South within Europe, of discriminatory treatment of non-citizens, of the 
injustice of mass unemployment, of the neglect of youth and the abandonment of 
the elderly. The "daily bread" should be fairly shared among all persons. ... 


69. The image of the common European house has its limitations as well. 
Firstly, it tends to ignore the reasons why in this century different parts of 
Europe have gone in different directions. An inspiring vision is no 
substitute for tackling tough questions. 


Secondly, when used by the churches, the image may be misunderstood as leading 
back to a past which has been lost. We attach primary importance to our 
common Christian values, both for individual and for social life. But we 
don't wish to restore models of the past. Instead, we need to be witnesses 


to a culture of love and seek for the appeals of God's reign amidst the rich 
pluriformity of today's cultural environment. 


Finally, the image may sound Eurocentric. However, as churches in Europe, we 
are part of the worldwide body of Christ. Our orientation, therefore, is 


essentially not towards the future of Europe, alone, but of the world, of 
God's creation. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: “An Invitation to Encounter" EPS 89.06.13 


This is excerpted from the closing message of Encuentro °89, an education 
event attended by about 500 North Americans during part of the World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio (Texas/USA, 22-31 May). 


.-. In this ecumenical context we encountered a new integrity for evangelism. 
Sharing the good news of God in Jesus Christ changes both the bearer of that 
message and the one who receives it. God is the Evangelist! Again and 
again God claims and changes those whose lives are turned towards God. 


Evangelism cannot be confined to individual conversion alone. Our practice 
of mission and evangelism must judge and guide our cultural, political and 
economic life. 


Although many despaired of the Russian and Chinese churches, we received the 
good news that hundreds of churches are being opened in the USSR and 5000 
Protestant churches have come to life in China in the last decade. For the 
first time in more than three decades a delegation of Christians from China 
attended such a world mission conference. We experienced afresh through the 
new life of these churches God's resurrecting power. 


From around the world we heard stories of suffering, struggle and hope. 
Witnesses testified to the power of the Gospel to equip them for mission. 
Their perseverance is a source of hope and life. In obedience to the will of 
God, we seek to participate with all who struggle for dignity and justice. 
Through the testimony of Allan Boesak of South Africa, we received the good 
news that God's Holy Spirit sustains and empowers those who dare to do mission 
in Christ's way. 


A biblical concern for the stewardship of the earth reminded us that our 
responsibility is not only to evangelize the people of six inhabited 
continents, but to preserve the ecological integrity of the ocean depths, the 
atmosphere, and all the islands of the sea. As Christians we see the “world 
as sacrament", as God's gift to be used, offered in thanksgiving, and 
replenished for future generations. 


A new missionary style lies ahead for our churches, shaped by the very Good 
News it is committed to share. North American churches have failed to honour 
the cultures into which missionaries have been sent. We affirm the style of 
seeking to understand and receive the grace of God already present in other 
cultures. We recognize a certain Western instinct to dominate that must end. 
Authentic mission will require new partnerships free of dependency. 
Spiritual resources will take precedence over financial resources. 


Wrestling with cultural forces as they both distort and disclose the gospel 
becomes an urgent mission mandate. Our society is increasingly pluralistic, 
multi-faith and multi-ethnic. To foster the creative interdependency that 
makes community possible, we must develop authentic dialogue, taking seriously 
our own faith as well as other faiths. Our vision requires the inclusion of 
people of all ethnic identities. 


Commitment to mission in Christ's way leads us to contend with the secular 
Structures of human life. It insists on our allowing our own lives as 
Christians to be shaped by the gospel. Too often we have reduced the gospel 
to words alone - too much, we have allowed our measure of faithfulness to 
become little more than growth in numbers. We have been too ready to deal in 
power relationships rather than to risk the vulnerability that is the way of 
the Cross. Those with wisdom and courage from lands beyond our own are 
teaching us new vitalities of faith. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gétz Planer-Friedrich: ‘The Church in Socialism' EPS 89.05.14 


This is edited and shortened from the 9 March issue of Lutheran World 
Information. Planmer-Friedrich, a Lutheran pastor from the GDR (East Germany), 
is secretary for social issues in the Department of Studies of the Lutheran 
World Federation. A related article appeared as EPS 89.03.108. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR includes eight United and 
Lutheran Landeskirchen (regional churches). They account for most GDR 
Christians, who make up around half the total population of about 16.5 
million. 


In the GDR today, the Evangelical approach of being 'the church in socialist 
society' is being tested. 


In the church is knowledge and understanding of reality and duty different 
from that claimed by socialism. In the church, human beings share in this 
reality without any prior performance on their part and often, indeed, in 
contrast to their deeds and words. 


Socialism claims to lift society to a higher level of economic and social 
justice in human relationships. To achieve this, it needs the performance of 
members of society, for it can give nothing that has not already been acquired. 


To my mind, this is the fundamental difference which makes it impossible to 
balance church and socialism with each other. Compared with this difference, 
atheistic aspects of socialism seem to me relatively unimportant - provided, 
of course, the socialist state guarantees and practises religious liberty. 


This basic difference between the church and organized society existed long 
before socialist states were invented. Within the socialist system, however, — 
it becomes especially obvious because the socialist state systematically 
dispenses with any cooperation with the churches and, in addition to this, 
propagates an ideology hostile to Christianity. 


In the course of a farewell visit to the international Christian organizations 
in Geneva in 1987, Klaus Gysi, the now-retired GDR state secretary for 
religious affairs, insisted again on the distinction between his party (SED), 
which is atheistic, and the state, which is religiously neutral. 


But this distinction is hardly tenable in practice when the SED is defined in 
the GDR constitution as the only ruling party. This comes out most strikingly 
in the field of education, where the atheistic missionary zeal of the teacher 


loyal to the party clashes with his civic role as a purveyor of religiously 
neutral knowledge. 


In other words, if the church encounters difficulties in practice with the 
formula 'the church in socialist society', this is not only because of its own 
uncertainties, but also because of existing obscurities and contradictions 
between theory and practice on the part of the socialist state. 


To be sure, in the context of the formula for coexistence, ‘the church in 
socialist society' there has been a deepening understanding in the mutual 
search for a viable modus vivendi. Meanwhile, however, there has been a 


considerable change not only in problems facing the international community, 
but also in political and ideological attitudes. 


In that light, as exemplified in particular by the impressive speeches and 
initiatives of Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, the fixation of the church 


in the GDR with the problems of its own context, is proving territorially 
parochial and ecumenically provincial. [EPS] 
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Special thanks to the following who helped the editor in providing EPS 
coverage of the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism in this and the 
last three issues of EPS: Marlin VanElderen, Frances Smith, and Charles 
Maingi (reporting and writing); Désirée De Rycke (typing and administrative 
assistance in San Antonio) ; and Sheila Mesa and Catherine Inoubli 
(administrative and technical assistance in Geneva). 


The Life and Peace Institute (Box 297, S-751 05 Uppsala) is looking for a 
director and an associate director. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 are a review of 
ecumenical responses to emergencies in March and April (8 May), a situation 
report (number 3, 11 May) on the situation in Bangladesh in the wake of floods 
there in 1988, an appeal (11 May) for 50 000 US dollars to respond to the 
aftermath of the ethnic conflict involving Senegalese and Mauritanians, and an 
ecumenical appeal (11 May) in the wake of the latest violence in Lebanon. 


A calendar of WCC events through the end of next year is available from EPS. 


Available from EPS is a report from Arnold Temple, studying at the Irish 
School of Ecumenics, on a new book, Reconciling Memories, edited by ISE Dean 
Allan Falconer. 


"A Conversation Continued" is the title of the report and background 
material on the visit in April of a delegation from the [US] National Council 
of Churches to the Vatican. A copy is available from the NCC Commission on 
Faith and Order, 475 Riverside Drive, New York NY 10115. 


Information about the International Thomas Merton Society is available from 
its president: William Shannon, 4095 East Avenue, Rochester NY 14610, USA. 


The group held its first general meeting 25-28 May in Louisville 
(Kentucky/USA). 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. programme of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


WCC Central Committee, Moscow, 15-27 July: Please tell us your special 
requirements (deadlines, areas of particular interest, etc.) before 20 June. 


The next EPS copy deadline is Tuesday 20 June. On request, EPS faxes 
headlines. We pay for that. Then you can ask (and pay for) faxing entire 
items. EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 29 May. 

EPS EPS annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, or 195 Indian rupees. 


ROUNDUP: WORLD CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
ON MISSION AND EVANGELISM Service 89.06.15 


SAN ANTONIO (Frances Smith) - Christians are called by God to proclaim the 
good news, act with those who struggle for justice and dignity, share the 
earth's resources justly, and witness through renewed mission structures. 


That is part of the message 500-plus participants from more than 100 countries 
took away from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism, sponsored at 
Trinity University by the World Council of Churches here (22-31 May). 


At its opening plenary, Eugene Stockwell, director of the WCC Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism, challenged Christians to share their faith with 
sensitivity and conviction, but also to be open to God's gifts in other 
faiths, leaving to God "the decisions about ultimate salvation". 


He called attention to the strong impact of "secularistic, technological, 
consumerist, and often militarist cultures" that masquerade as Christian. He 
urged conference participants to “affirm the many cultures of the poor". He 
also stressed the importance of the local in unity and mission. 


In other addresses, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro said "mission in 
Christ's way must start from the marginalized sectors of society and move 
upwards towards the domes of power." CWME Moderator Anastasios Yannoulatos 
said "Christian life means continual assimilation of the mystery of the cross 
in the fight against individual and social selfishness." 


The first-ever presence of representatives of other religions as conference 
consultants reflected the growing ecumenical prominence of interfaith issues. 


Former CWME director and retired [United] Church of South India bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin cautioned that dialogue could sometimes compromise the Christian 
mission to "confess the truth we have found in Jesus Christ." 


But he also observed that Christians cannot communicate who Jesus Christ is 
unless they listen to and learn from people of other faiths, and that "the 
mercy of God is greater than anything any of us can compose in a rational 
syllogism." 


Much of the time, the conference met in four sections: "Turning to the Living 
God", "Participating in Suffering and Struggle", "The Earth is the Lord's", 
and "Towards Renewed Communities in Mission". 


In connection with their reports, the sections suggested several "acts in 
faithfulness" by which individual Christians and groups, the church (or parts 
of it), and others could act on section concerns. 


Some of the proposed acts were presented for - and received - full conference 
approval, as did a conference message. But the section reports and other 
proposed acts are considered section, not conference-wide, documents. 


Mission extends to God's creation, observed one section. "The responsibility 
of the church towards the earth is a crucial part of the church's mission", it 
said. It called for changes in lifestyle, concern for ecological issues, but 
also solidarity with the landless, the marginalized, and refugees. 


Participating in suffering and struggle is at the heart of God's mission and 
will, said another section. "Suffering is not to be romanticized; rather it 
is to be overcome through struggle." Followers of Jesus Christ are invited to 
participate in struggles for the transformation of society, it said. 


[over] 


roundup/2 


The section advocated support for a Palestinian homeland. "Since we already 
accept the State of Israel as a reality, our focus is on the struggle for the 
State of Palestine", it said. It urged withdrawal of Israeli forces from the 
occupied territories, including Syria and Lebanon. It asked US church bodies > 
to press the US government to withhold military and economic aid to Israel 
until “the legitimate rights of the Palestinians are achieved." It added a 
distinction "between the state of Israel and Zionism on the one hand, and Jews 


and Judaism on the other." 


The section also talked about the "tacit complicity" of US "churches, 
para-church organizations and sects" in the "dominating role" played by some — 
US institutions in places like the Philippines, South Korea, South Africa, 
Namibia and Latin America. US church bodies were asked to cease support of 
"an ideology of domination" that supports suffering, and to turn over 10 
percent of their capital to programmes of economic justice in the United 
States over five years. 


Another section reiterated earlier WCC affirmations on witnessing. "We commit 
ourselves and challenge our churches to cooperate in witnessing to the 
millions of people who have not yet had an opportunity to respond to the 
Gospel", it said. This witness does not preclude dialogue with people of 
other living faiths; dialogue “extends and deepens our witness." It pledged 
work with people of other faiths for justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. 


Referring indirectly to Lausanne II, a meeting of evangelical Christians in 
the Philippines in July, the conference called on those represented here to 
work for "a joint world mission conference in the future". 


One section report said popular religiosity and movements among the poor in 
different parts of the world have "enormous potential for the renewal of the 
church and human communities". 


Christians who work in other lands or cultures were urged to become "agents of 
the whole gospel, involving both proclamation and participation in the 
struggles for liberation of the poor and the oppressed". Resources for 
ecumenical sharing, said one report, should be "set around a common table”. 


One section made a plea to include in decision-making those marginalized on 
grounds of sex, age, ethnic origin, disability, economic situation, or 
political allegiance. Women and youth were specifically mentioned. 


For some conference participants, a high point came in a guided, meditational 
walk along the way of the cross around the campus reflecting on Jesus' call to 


solidarity with those who suffer. Others ranked daily worship and small-group 
Bible study high. 


Weekend visits to 75 congregations around the state of Texas were for many a 


chance to see mission in action and to share information about themselves in 
church school classes, sermons and after-church events. 


Reporting on their preconference meeting, youth participants said that under 
eee economic arrangements every child born in the South is in effect in 
ebt to his or her counterpart in the North. They called for “mutual 


solidarity" that seeks justice, is based 
on 1 
accords with God's will. ’ ocal action and commitment, and 


Attending their first such mission conference in decades were representatives 


(eight) from China. The 48-member R 
; - oman Catholic contingent 
officially appointed by the Vatican. [EPS] emma 


NEW WCC MISSION DIRECTOR Ecumenical Press 


NOTES PRIORITIES AHEAD Service 89.06.16 
SAN ANTONIO - Equipping congregations for mission, drawing out mission 


implications of the vitality of new Christian movements, and transforming 
international mission relations are three priorities for the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches in the coming 
years, according to Christopher Duraisingh. The 51-year-old [United] Church 
of South India theologian, since 1985 general secretary of the London-based 
Council for World Mission, becomes CWME director 1 August, succeeding the 
retiring Eugene Stockwell. 


Speaking here on the last day (31 May) of the WCC World Conference on Mission 
and Evangelism, the director-designate called "universality and inclusiveness" 
the most significant mission emphases to emerge from its discussions. A 
practical implication of that for CWME, he said, is more inclusive 
participation in its work, "among other things greater dialogue and 
conversation with evangelicals and enhanced participation of the Orthodox". 


Whether or not the next world mission conference is jointly sponsored by the 
WCC and global evangelical groups, as some have suggested, “both streams of 
missiological thinking and practice ought to influence each other more 
directly". 


He said the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization has "had an impact on 
us already by calling us to a clearer articulation of the specificity of the 
gospel, the decisiveness of God's love in Jesus Christ. We need to explore 
jointly what that means." At the same time, the ecumenical movement "would 
want to affirm that concern for planting churches in every part of the world 
is to be critiqued by an understanding of God's will for all people." 


He called for similar mutual support and critique between mission and 
interfaith dialogue in the ecumenical movement. . 


Duraisingh was asked if he believes Jesus Christ is "the only way" to 
salvation. He replied that he would say "unequivocally that in Jesus of 
Nazareth we have been given decisive knowledge of the love of God; and that 
it is incumbent on me to witness to that, so that all may come to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 


"The Bible clearly calls me to witness to this reality", he continued. "But I 
don't want to move from the witness stand to the judge's bench" and use the 
affirmation of God's decisive revelation in Jesus Christ as a criterion by 
which to judge those who do not make this affirmation. 


Duraisingh said the missiological accent today should fall on "bringing the 
peripheral people within the city gate. God brings the marginalized to 
centre stage, through the work of Jesus Christ, who died outside the gates." 


He stressed the mission role of the church locally, adding that effective 
local mission requires equipping people, and increased attention to mission 
education in theological colleges, which he described as "awfully bad at this 
time". 


However, he said, they must always honour and cooperate with the church in the 
local context. Calls in the 1970s for a "moratorium" on the sending of 
foreign missionary personnel, he noted, had been aimed at precisely this kind 
of mutuality. Mission relationships "still reflect the world economic order, 
with ownership and control in the North." An ecumenical priority, he 
Suggested, must be to move towards genuine sharing of personnel and material 
resources for mission, so that “ownership is not by any one, but by the 
oOikoumene". [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE SEES Ecumenical Press 


MISSION AS A WAY OF LIFE Service 89.06.17 
SAN ANTONIO - "Mission in Christ's way" is not just an affirmation, but a way 


of life, according to a draft message summing up in poetic form the 
conclusions of the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism here (22-31 May). 


This way of life results in concrete acts of faithfulness which give "living 
expression" to the prayer Christ taught: "Your will be done," the statement 


concludes. 


Forty people suggested changes in the draft during a plenary session the day 
before the conference ended. A final text was presented and approved at the 
final conference plenary [EPS 89.06.42]. The message notes two major trends 
at the conference - “universality (catholicity) and its concern for the 
fullness of the gospel." The conference, it says, tried to hold in tension 
spiritual and material needs, prayer and social action, local and universal. 


It says church representatives here heard voices of anguish and pain, 
including those who hunger for food and meaning in life, those angry at 
human-rights violations, those longing for liberation and justice, those of 
youth challenging injustice in church and society. 


Those speaking from the floor proposed adding references to women suffering in 
patriarchal societies, poor and oppressed people, children "being deformed in 
body, spirit and mind", and people "suffocated by external debt". "We also 
heard of the voiceless suffering of religious communities in Albania, whose 
right to exist is denied", says the message. 


Conference participants shared "signs of hope and renewal", realizing the Holy 
Spirit is at work in different parts of the world where communities and 
nations are involved in self-examination, repentance, renewal, and struggle 
for justice, "turning to the Living God". 


God calls Christians to join in proclaiming the good news, acting in 
solidarity with those who suffer and struggle for justice and human dignity, 
sharing justly the earth's resources and bearing witness to the gospel through 
renewed communities in mission, the message says. 


A litany-like section suggests specific actions those doing mission in 
Christ's way might take. 


a paragraph on people of other faiths received considerable discussion in 
plenary. 


Alexander Malik, bishop in the [United] Church of Pakistan criticized as too 
passive the call for Christians "to listen to and respect their beliefs even 
as we witness our faith to them." He wanted Christians to “proclaim and 
witness in word and deed while respecting their beliefs." 


Makarij of Ivanow-Frankovsk, an Eastern Orthodox archbishop from the Soviet 
Union, made an impassioned plea to include a reference to “the wonderful 
events” in his country. For the first time in 70 years, he said, Christians 
with great joy can proclaim their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ" in the 


Streets. Bishops are invited to schools, public institutions and universities 
to tell about Christianity. 


sere speakers urged that the message refer to the problems of Hindus from 
ji and acknowledge racism and militarism in churches. [EPS] 


EVANGELICAL—ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
MISSION RELATIONSHIPS Service 89.06.18 


SAN ANTONIO - Next month, another world mission conference begins, in Manila, 
sponsored by the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization (LCWE). That 
makes the third consecutive time a World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
(sponsored by the World Council of Churches) and a similar global meeting 
under explicitly evangelical auspices are taking place within a short period 
of time. 


Relations between WCC, LCWE, and another international evangelical 
organization, the World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF), were the topic of a news 
conference during the conference here (22-31 May). 


There were five LCWE or WEF representatives here. One of them, Cyril Horak, a 
pastor of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren (a WCC member) joined 
CWME Director Eugene Stockwell on the platform for the news conference. 


Horak said recent contacts between the WCC and the two evangelical 
organizations have been "good and helpful". Stockwell said there “is an 
impression abroad that we are at odds with one another," but "what unites us 
in a common commitment to Jesus Christ is far more important than anything 
that might be a difference among us." 


A questioner asked Stockwell whether he agrees with a description of the 
Manila conference as a meeting of WCC opponents. He replied he is sure there 
will be people who oppose the WCC in Manila, but "I do not see it as a meeting 
of opponents; I see it as a meeting of fellow Christians." 


Nevertheless, a number of points of differing emphasis, disagreement, and 
tension were evident. Stockwell cautioned that when speaking about 
theological differences among the three organizations, one must bear in mind 
that there is not and cannot be any single or official WCC theology. 


But Horak said that, with the plurality of voices and opinions being expressed 
in the San Antonio meeting, "I am afraid of relativism. I am concerned for 
the truth." Moreover, he suggested that if the ecumenical movement had 
remained faithful to the goal of implanting churches in every part of the 
world, no such organization as LCWE would ever have arisen. 


Agreeing that social engagement belongs on the church agenda, Horak said that 
this is not evangelism, "but part of the comprehensive mission of the 
church". He said social concerns "will be a very important topic at the 
Manila meeting". 


He turned aside a journalist's question about criticisms that LCWE understands 
mission in a way that is designed to ensure that the West remains dominant. He 
said LCWE tries to have a balanced representation and suggested that "the 
great majority" in Manila will be from the Third World. What is lacking, he 
added, is representation from his region, the socialist countries of Eastern 
Europe. 


Stockwell rejected accusations of "relativism" and "“anthropocentrism" levelled 
against the WCC. Noting his own convictions about "the uniqueness, the 
centrality, the finality of Jesus Christ, the Lord and Saviour of all", 
Stockwell said the critical question is: "What does it mean to have that deep 
conviction about truth when there are many other religions that have equally 
deep convictions that differ from it? When you work that out, in the kind of 
world we live in, you get differences." 


Horak agreed that the WCC had not “officially relativized" the confession of 
the uniqueness of Christ, but that there are "voices in that direction, saying 
for instance that Jesus is incognito in different religions." [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 
MISSION LETTER NOTES 
EVANGELICAL CONCERNS Service 89.06.19 


SAN ANTONIO - About 60 participants "with evangelical concerns" at the World 
[Council of Churches'] Conference on Mission and Evangelism here (22-31 May) 
have released an open letter to participants in the congress opening in Manila 
5 July under the sponsorship of the Lausanne Committee for World 


Evangelization. 


Noting that holding separate world conferences on mission strains resources, 
and concerned about "the image portrayed to the world" by having two meetings, 
the letter asks that the next LCWE congress be held simultaneously with and at 
the same site as the next WCC mission conference. 


A first section of the letter summarizes what it describes as. enriching 
elements of the WCC conference, including the diversity of the participants, 
worship, and Bible studies, the "importance given to the cross of Jesus", the 
openness of the process, the concern for unity in mission, the congregational 
visits, and the concern for justice and stewardship of the earth's resources. 


The letter says the six conference Bible studies gave “a chance to hear and 
learn from other Christian traditions as equally committed as we are to 
following Christ." 


It urges Manila participants to "join us in refusing to identify the WCC 
declarations about the cries of the oppressed for justice as a retreat from an 
affirmation of the centrality and finality of Jesus Christ." 


It also identifies several concerns which Manila participants "bear as a gift 
and a trust for the worldwide body of Christ", and on which evangelicals would 
have welcomed stronger accents at the conference here. These include the 
tradition of “expounding the word of God" in preaching that uplifts and 
inspires, the experience and "strong sense of mission and evangelism" in 
black-led church bodies in the West, and the Christian mission tradition which 


draws on "Jesus' ministries of healing and deliverance from demonic 
possession." 


The text includes a lengthy discussion of two divisive subjects: evangelism 
and social responsibility, and witness in the context of those of other 
faiths. It concludes that "there is a special need for the Lausanne movement 
to relate authentic evangelism in the context of social concern and witness in 


relation to people of other faiths", which takes the "settings [of others] 
seriously." 


At the same time, it rejects what it lists as various forms of "ambivalent 
Christology in some expressions of Christian witness". 


For example, "some assert that Christ's spirit is present salvifically in all 
religions and thus sever Christ from Jesus of Nazareth. Others affirm that 
Jesus is the prophet and sufferer who takes the side of the poor to the 
exclusion of his role as transcendant Lord, Saviour, and King. While denying 


that Jesus is the only way of salvation, some assert that justice for the poor 
is the only way of mission. We ... do not accept this." 


jit a concluding plea for improved relations, it urges both LCWE and WCC to 
avoid the temptation of mutually excluding each other's concerns from their 
public platforms and presentations." To do so "does violence to the reality 
of the commitments and concerns of many of God's people who find that 


authentic Christian discipleship requir 
movements." [EPS] p requires them to embrace the concerns of both 


MISSION MEETING PROPOSES Ecumenical Press 


11 ACTS IN FAITHFULNESS' Service 89.06.20 
SAN ANTONIO - Eleven "acts in faithfulness" were given assent by an 


overwhelming majority of the voting delegates to the World Conference on 
Mission and Evangelism here on its last day (31 May). 


Topics included Palestine, Namibia, Lebanon, economic justice, land for 
indigenous peoples, popular religiosity, ecumenical Sharing of mission 
resources, local ecumenism, and Armenia. 


Full ..support. for the struggle of the Palestinians was voiced in an act 
supporting an independent, sovereign Palestinian state on Palestinian soil. 
It called for withdrawal of all Israeli forces from occupied territories, 
including Syria and Lebanon. The church in the United States was asked to 
urge the US government to withhold military and economic aid to Israel till 
Palestinians' legitimate rights are achieved. 


On the independence process in Namibia, the World Council of Churches, Council 
of Churches in Namibia, and local churches were urged to campaign for 
withdrawal of the South African Defence Force and demobilization of the 
South-West Africa Territorial Force, to request a larger UN force in Namibia, 
and to support repatriation of Namibian refugees. 


On Lebanon, the WCC and its member churches were requested to press the 
Superpowers and United Nations to ensure its existence and territorial 
integrity. 


The WCC was urged to pressure the International Monetary Fund, World Bank, and 
first-world governments to stop the extraction of capital from developing 
countries. 


To protect indigenous peoples, the WCC and member churches were asked to 
return church lands taken from indigenous peoples, and to start a WCC 
commission to aid their struggle for self-determination. The WCC was asked to 
help the church re-evalute its mission in light of the affirmation that "the 
earth is the Lord's." 


Another act challenged churches to cooperate in witnessing to the millions who 
have not responded to the gospel, recognizing this does not preclude dialogue 
with people of other living faiths and work with them for justice, peace, and 
the integrity of creation. 


Popular religiosity and movements among the poor were held to have "enormous 
potential" for church renewal, and churches were asked to promote sharing of 
their experiences. 


To encourage ecumenical sharing of mission personnel, the WCC and the churches 
were asked to develop structures for setting priorities jointly. 
International sharing is to advance local ecumenism. 


The conference asked WCC member churches to demand that Turkey restore the 
2000 destroyed Armenian churches and monasteries, demand "freedom for occupied 
Armenia in Turkey" and the right of the Armenian diaspora to return home, and 
to mark in 1991 the 75th anniversary of the "Armenian genocide". 


In other resolutions - not part of the acts series - the conference spoke on 
human rights violations in El Salvador, Argentina, and South Korea. It also 
Passed a resolution on the continuing effects of the Bhopal industrial 
disaster in India in 1984. [EPS] 
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ORTHODOX DELEGATE Service 89.06.21 


CONCERNS AT MISSION MEETING 


SAN ANTONIO — On the last day (31 May) of the World Conference on Mission and 
Evangelism here, Orthodox participants issued a statement of concern about "a 
distortion of the constitutional basis" of the World Council of Churches, and 
of “some fundamental tenets of our common faith" in some conference documents 


and worship services. 


The statement, read to the wCC-sponsored conference by Oriental Bishop 
Antonius Markos of Egypt on behalf of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox 
participants, said Orthodox cannot accept "any tampering with the language of — 
the Bible or any attempts to re-write it, or make it conform to the beliefs or 
ideology of any particular culture, denomination, or movement. 


"The confession of the holy name of the Father, the divinity of the Son, and 
existence of the Holy Spirit as an hypostasis (person) and their unity in the 
divine essence of God is the fundamental presupposition of the participation 
of the Orthodox Churches to the World Council of Churches" they added. 


While supporting the WCC study of the issue of full participation of women in 
the life of the church, the statement rejected ordination of women to 
priesthood as "not, for us, subject to debate, since it is contrary to the 
Christology, ecclesiology, tradition, and practice" of the church throughout 
the ages. 


During later discussion on a proposal that the conference express joy at the 
growing unity among Christians, Elizabeth Jane Nash of United Reformed Church 
in the United Kingdom said she was "deeply hurt" by the Orthodox statement. 
"How can I as a woman, an ordained woman ... express joy when I experience 
rejection and hurt?" she asked. 


Markos replied that the Orthodox did not intend to hurt anybody, but in love 
"we have to express our faith". And, he added, "any woman ordained by her own 
church, if her church accepts her, we will give her all respect." [EPS] 


INTERFAITH DIALOGUE Ecumenical Press 
ON MISSION AGENDA Service 89.06.22 


SAN ANTONIO - The question of other faiths in connection with the mission of 


the church surfaced at various points during the World Conference on Mission 
and Evangelism here (22-31 May). 


A news conference on the subject featured Lesslie Newbigin, veteran missionary 
and bishop in India and first director of the Commission on World Mission and 


Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, and WCC interfaith dialogue 
director Wesley Ariarajah. 


Newbigin is “committed to seeking every opportunity in word, fellowship, and 
ee ge to help people come to know Jesus Christ." But, he said, Christians 
don't have to actively evangelize all the time. He urged that people in 
dialogue express their authentic selves. "You don't have to modify your 
beliefs to make dialogue possible", he said. 


poveemesii said "all agree we have to witness to Jesus Christ, but we need new 
eras for speaking about Christ." He called it "no longer helpful" to use 
pimp about Christ as, for example, the final revelation of God. 

ans today, he said, must now try to make theological sense for 


themselves of their nei 
ghbours of other faiths who are "“prayi ersons 
offering a witness touched by God's grace." [EPS] nor il ag 


USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL FACING Ecumenical Press 
KEY PROGRAM, LEADERSHIP ISSUES Service 89.06.23 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - The [US] National Council of Churches finds key 
issues of leadership and program direction still up in the air following a 
meeting of its governing board (16-19 May) in Lexington, Kentucky. NCC 
President Patricia McClurg and President-elect Leonid Kishkovsky both agreed 
that after Lexington the NCC is in "suspended animation". 


NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer, who defended himself there in a sharply 
confrontational speech, remained in office after a 57-57 vote on an NCC 
Executive Committee call for "new leadership". 


But many people saw his days numbered. In an interview at his office here (26 
May), Brouwer declined to discuss his plans, but said he would not encourage 
anyone to fight for his survival. 


"The tie vote", said William Norgren, ecumenical officer of the [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church, "shows that if he stays, the council will disintegrate." 


Agreeing, Paul Crow, ecumenical officer of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), said too many people found Brouwer willing to tolerate only one 
opinion - his own. Crow, who chaired a panel that led the NCC in 1981 to 
redefine itself as a "community of Christian communions", said implementing 
that concept requires more acceptance of diversity. 


Brouwer acknowledged in Lexington that his "leadership style" was "flawed". 
But he insisted the real issue was not that, but "a small elite of powerful 
denominational bureaucrats" denying "the authority of the whole inclusive 
people of God represented in this governing board". 


Church World Service (the NCC relief, development, and refugee arm) has stood 
at the centre of the conflict. But the meaning of Lexington for CWS and NCC 
authority seemed open to varied interpretations and future determinations. 


CWS leaders pointed happily to authority given "program units" in a 
reorganization plan sketched out by a committee of 15 under Methodist Bishop 
Melvin Talbert, and approved by the board. 


However, Brouwer said the plan only "formalized" current practice - a 
reversal, he said, of a 1984 reorganization plan attempting to align practice 
with policy on governing board authority. 


In any event, CWS has not been designated a "program unit". In a memo to CWS 
unit committee members before a meeting (30-31 May) to review the new plan, 
CWS Acting Director Ann Beardslee said CWS would become part of International 
Witness and Service, one of the four designated program units. But the plan 
does not actually mention CWS, guarantee the continuation of any specific 
program activities, or indicate what organizational status they might have. 


Representatives of NCC members are to consult on these matters in September, 
and produce recommendations for action by the Governing Board in November. 
Adding further uncertainty, the plan envisions eliminating all current staff 
positions, and letting staff apply for whatever new jobs are created. 


It is commonly expected that they will be considerably fewer, thus reducing 
costs. But John Lindner, who handles NCC relations for the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), notes the NCC would still have the largest staff of any national 
council in the world. He says the new plan is an _ opportunity to 
"reconceptualize" in ways conducive to renewal for the churches. [EPS] 


FRG: church visitor to Namibia regrets lack of cooperation EPS 89.06.24 

TUTZING (FRG) - Following a visit to Namibia by a church delegation from 
Federal (West) Germany, the leader of the group, Jurgen Micksch, vice-director 
of the Evangelical Academy here, observed that "there is hardly any 
cooperation" between the Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, United] Church in 
[West] Germany and the German Evangelical-Lutheran Church (DELK) in Namibia, a 
small denomination to which most of the country's white Lutherans belong. 
Micksch lamented that is the case because DELK "has a historical chance to 
contribute to a deeper understanding between blacks and whites." (Most 


Namibians are black and Lutheran.) [EPS] 


British Baptists back “new ecumenical instruments" EPS 89.06.25 
LEICESTER - Meeting here, the assembly of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
agreed overwhelmingly (1035-364) to accept proposals for "new ecumenical 
instruments" to replace the British Council of Churches. The assembly called 
for some amendments to the proposals, however, and noted that some of its 
member congregations are not enthusiastic. The assembly urged all British 
Baptists to "maintain in their differences a mutual trust and love that 
accords with their fellowship in Christ." Roman Catholic bodies are likely to 
be full participants in the new instruments, and some speakers at the assembly 
-~ including two former Roman Catholics - warned against them on those grounds. 
[EPS] 


Canada: developments in church-supported Native Canadian cases EPS 89.06.26 
TORONTO -— Four Innu people (Canadian Natives) have gone on trial in Goose Bay 
(Newfoundland) for their part in demonstrations against low-level military 
training flights in their area. Testifying on their behalf, Jim Roche, a 
Roman Catholic priest who has worked with the Innu for five years, warned 
against turning the area into "one vast military playground". The Innu say 
the low-flying planes disturb the migratory patterns of caribou, their main 
food source. Meanwhile, following a breakdown of negotiations between the 
Alberta provincial government and the Lubicon Lake Indian Band, the band has 
taken its case to the United Nations. The band has received support in its 
land claims from various church groups including the World Council of 
Churches. [EPS] 


Egypt: new ecumenical quarterly announced EPS 89.06.27 
CAIRO - Three of the main denominations among the Egyptian Christian minority 
- Coptic [Oriental Orthodox], Coptic Catholic, and Coptic Evangelical 
[Reformed] have announced plans to publish an Egyptian ecumenical quarterly. 
In announcing the new venture, Pope Shenouda III, Patriarch Istafanous II, and 
President Samuel Habib asked for "prayer with us in support for the progress 
of ecumenical relations in Egypt." [EPS] 


Poland: United Evangelical Church divides into four parts EPS 89.06.28 
WARSAW - The United Evangelical [Pentecostal] Church, has divided into four 
parts - the Church of Congregations of Christ, Church of Christians of 


Evangelical Faith, Pentecostal Church, and Church of Evangelical Christians. 
According to a report from the Polish Ecumenical Council, the reasons for the 
dissolution had to do with "problems connected with growing difficulties 


within individual groups, and tendencies towards becoming independent", mostly 
in what is now the Pentecostal Church. [EPS] 


FRG: anti-apartheid group accuses Kirchentag board EPS 89.06.29 
‘ais - The FRG (West German) Anti Apartheid Movement has accused the board of 
€ Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag (DEKT), which organizes the bi-annual 
church gatherings which attract more than 100 000 people, of maintining DEKT 
accounts in "five renowned apartheid banks", a reference to banks which do 
enauas atin) with South Africa. Noting its participation in a campaign in 
in a shire page the closure of the only known such account in March 1987, 
other a hei € board, the movement says "the keeping of accounts with 
Partheid banks ... is evidence of moral duplicity." [EPS] 


Christian Council, RC bishops to study Ghana economic crisis EPS 89.06.30 
ACCRA — The Christian Council of Ghana and the Roman Catholic bishops of the 
country have appointed a committee to study the economic crisis situation in 
the country and to recommend steps to improve it. A report from the committee 
is expected in September. [EPS] 


Netherlands: church committee urges fliers to avoid Johannesburg EPS 89.06.31 
AMSTERDAM - The Broad Moderature (executive committee) of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church has urged ministers and other church members to avoid flying 
via Johannesburg on flights to Africa. Rather, it said, fliers should transit 
through countries which border South Africa. It also urged the Dutch airline 
KLM to stop flying to South Africa, and urged the Dutch government to cancel 
its aviation treaty with South; Africa, preferably in conjunction with other 
states of the European Community. [EPS] 


Netherlands: proposal for revised references on church, Jews EPS 89.06.32 
AMSTERDAM - The synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) is proposing 
that the NHK constitution be revised so as to express a desire for dialogue 
with Jews about "the Kingdom of God and the witness that Jesus is the 
Christ." The current constitutional wording says that in dealing with Jews 
the NHK witnesses on the basis of Holy Scripture that Jesus is the Christ. 
The revisions also say that both the church and the Jews share the same 
expectation about the Kingdom of God. Regional NHK meetings (classes) are to 
discuss the proposals before the synod votes on a final text. [EPS] 


Netherlands: Reformed ministers interested in computers EPS 89.06.33 
AMSTERDAM - According to a report from the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK), 
its ministers are "showing a great deal of interest in seminars and workshops 
dealing with the use of computers in vicarage and church." [EPS 


Dutch survey: 10 percent of Reformed ministers want other job EPS 89.06.34 
AMSTERDAM - A survey of ministers of the Netherlands Reformed Church and 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands in three northern Dutch provinces shows 
that one in 10 of them would rather have another job. The survey noted that 
the ministers surveyed work an average of 58 hours a week, compared to 38 for 
all Dutch who work. [EPS] 


Netherlands: parish blessing some unmarried relationships EPS 89.06.35 
AMSTERDAM -— A united (GKN-HNK) Reformed parish here has decided to ritually 
bless some unmarried relationships, which could include some relationships 
between homosexual couples. The constitutions of the parish's parent bodies 
have no provisions for such blessings. [EPS] 


Canada: disagreement on sexuality reduces denominational income EPS 89.06.36 
TORONTO - In what is taken as a reflection of dissatisfaction in some parts of 
the United Church of Canada with the decision of the last UCC General Council 
to accept homosexuals as candidates for ordination on the same basis as all 
other church members, income for the UCC Mission and Service fund for last 
year fell short of its goal of 33.4 million Canadian dollars by almost 3 
Million. This is expected to mean notable cutbacks in church staff and 
programmes beginning in 1990. [EPS] 


Canada: church coalition charges deportations to Central America EPS 89.06.37 
TORONTO - Vigil, a coalition of church and refugee-support groups, has charged 
that the Canadian government has deported some people claiming refugee status 
to El Salvador and Guatemala, countries with substantial records of 
human-rights abuses. Vigil says this is a sign that despite government 
promises, the new Canadian laws on refugees are not protecting legitimate 
refugees. [EPS] 


Singapore bodies withdraw from Christian Conference of Asia EPS 89.06.38 

SINGAPORE - At the end of 1987, the Singapore government expelled the 
headquarters of the Christian Conference of Asia, the regional ecumenical 
council, charging it with mixing religion and politics in its activities. In 
the year-plus since then, six Singapore-based church jurisdictions (Methodist, 
Evangelical, two Lutheran, Mar Thoma, Syrian Orthodox) and the ecumenical 
council in Singapore have also announced their disaffiliation with the CCA. 


[EPS] 


Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary holds congress EPS 89.06.39 

LIVERPOOL -— The Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary, founded in 
1967, held its eighth International Ecumenical Congress here earlier this ~ 
year. It included presentations by Roman Catholic, Baptist, Lutheran, 
Reformed, and Eastern Orthodox scholars, as well as three principal 
celebrations of eucharist - under Methodist, Anglican, and Roman Catholic 


auspices. [EPS] 


Journalists withdraw from conference after charge on S. Africa EPS 89.06.40 
SAN ANTONIO — Two people accredited as journalists by the World Council of 
Churches for its World Conference on Mission and Evangelism here (22-31 May) 
withdrew after a conference participant from Namibia accused them of reporting 
to the South African government. The two, Piet Meiring, a professor of 
mission at the University of Pretoria, and Abraham Luckhoff, liaison officer 
for church affairs with the South African embassy in Washington, were among 
five people accredited as journalists on behalf of Contact America, a 
Washington-based radio organization. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'WCC Message to China Christian Council’ EPS 89.06.41 


This message was sent (25 May) to K.H. Ting, the bishop who is president of 
the China Christian Council, by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Our minds and thoughts go to you and to the Chinese people in these days of 
turmoil and hope for the future China. 


I can assure you that myself and members of the World Council of Churches have 
joined with you and the China Christian Council in praying for the people of 
China in these days of need and hope - for students and workers, mothers and 
fathers who have joined with them, in their march for freedom and democracy; 


for government officials in their search for wisdom in deciding how to 
respond. 


China is in our prayers. 


The courage and restraint of the people, and of the police and the army, so 
far shown, does honour to China and what China stands for. We salute this 
honour and we pray that it will not be trampled upon. 


I share with you my fervent conviction that China and her people has a place 
in the living and eternal memory of God. 


As we are still in the season of Pentecost, it is appropriate to end this 
ae with a biblical quotation from the Acts of the Apostles: ‘And in the 
pts days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my spirit upon all 

esh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young shall 
see visions, and your old people shall dream dreams.' (Acts 2:17) 


May God continue to bless you and your people in Christ. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT : Message from World Mission Conference’ EPS 89.06.42 


This is excerpted from the message released at the close of the World 
Confernce on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio, 22 May-1 June. 


In the name of the Triune God, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

Saviour and Comforter 

people gathered from all parts of the world 

in San Antonio, Texas - USA, 

as a World Mission and Evangelism Conference 

of the World Council of Churches, 

under the theme —- YOUR WILL BE|DONE, MISSION IN CHRIST'S WAY. 


The two most significant trends of this conference were 
the spirit of universality (catholicity) of the gathering, 
and its concern for the fullness of the Gospel, namely: 
to hold in creative tension 

- spiritual and material needs, 

— prayer and action, 

— evangelism and social responsibility, 

-— dialogue and witness, 

— power and vulnerability, 

- local and universal. 


Mirror of that diversity, 
San Antonio is a multicultural city 
where many strands meet, clash and intermingle: 
Hispanic, Anglo-saxon, Black, Indigenous Peoples, Others. 


In this context, the gathered people looked ahead to 1992, 

the 500th anniversary of the conquest of the Americas, 

a time when the Gospel Message was brought to these lands 

under the auspices of colonial powers, 

which often distorted Christian love with violence and oppression. 
The heirs and survivors of the indigenous people recall this date 
with bitterness. 

This past cannot be undone, but 

reparation must be done to redeem the future, 

and the hands of all people must join 

to weave a new world community. 


* * * * * * * * 


Concerned with the discernment of the Will of God in today's world, 
the representatives of the churches gathered in San Antonio, and 
spoke about shared signs of hope and renewal. 

They celebrated the new opportunity 

for religious expression in many socialist countries. 

They realized that the Holy Spirit, 

Spirit of Truth, Freedom, Communion and Justice 

is at work today in different parts of the world. 


Communities and even entire nations, in unexpected ways, 
are involved in self-examination, repentance, renewal and 
Struggle for justice, 

turning to the Living God, 

stressing the infinite value of human dignity, 

and turning to one another to make peace. 


[over] 


message/2 


For all this, 

we rejoice in the Spirit; 

we thank the Living God, 

and in these signs we hear a new call to faith, 

and see a new challenge for mission and evangelism. 


ck. & & 2 te thos 


At the same time, Christ is still suffering in many parts of the world, and is 
waiting for our concrete response: solidarity and action. We have heard many 
voices of anguish and pain. ... God calls us, Christians everywhere, to join 
in proclaiming the good news of God's redeeming love in Jesus Christ, acting 
in solidarity with those who suffer and struggle for justice and human 
dignity, sharing justly the earth's resources, bearing witness to the gospel 
through renewed communities in mission. 


kK*w*wkw kkk kk KX 


To those who hear or experience a twisted or partial Gospel, or no Gospel at 
all: 

Mission in Christ's Way calls us by deed and word 

to share the wholeness of the Gospel, 

the love of God revealed in the incarnate Word, Jesus Christ. 


To churches and nations where divisions, barriers and enmities prevail: 
Mission in Christ's Way calls us to strive 
for unity with justice as a basis for effective mission. 


To peoples of wonderfully diverse cultures across the earth: 
Mission in Christ's Way calls us to extend understanding and respect, 
relating the Gospel of Christ to these cultures with sensitivity. 


To persons of other religious faiths of the world: 
Mission in Christ's Way calls us to listen to and respect their beliefs, 
witness our faith to them in word and deed, 
seek with them for peace and justice. 


To young people and all those resisting injustice and war, facing repression 
and death: 


Mission in Christ's Way calls us to solidarity in the struggle for life, 
turning hopelessness into strength. 


To those whose land and livelihood are taken away, despoiled or polluted: 
that basic justice may extend to all. 


To those who suffer and whose life is threatened, exploited, shattered or 
oppressed: 


Mission in Christ's Way calls us to commit all in our power 
to defend life in all its fullness and self-determination for 
every human being, community and nation. 


Proclamation of the Kingdom, 

and of hope for the whole creation, 

of a Mission in Christ's Way 

is not just an affirmation, 

but a way of life. 

We are called to concrete acts of faithfulness, 

a living expression of the prayer that Christ taught us: "YOUR WILL BE DONE." 


[EPS] 


: 


ECUTEXT: ‘Section I — Turning to the Living God' EPS 89.06.43 


This is excerpted from one of the four section reports from the World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio (22-31 May). It is taken 
from the second sub-section, "The Living God Calls Us to Unity in Misson". 
The other sub-sections deal with "Mission in the Name of the Living God," 
"Witness in a Secular Society," "Witness Among People of Other Living Faiths," 
and "Communicating the Gospel Today." The section reports were not voted on 
by the conference as a whole. 


In spite of our many failures in the area of unity in mission, we also have 
reason to celebrate the manifestations of such unity which have come to our 
attention. ... In fact, our very coming together as an ecumenical fellowship 
here in San Antonio is a manifestation and celebration of unity and mission 
and we affirm joyfully that "the churches of the WCC are on a pilgrimage 
towards unity under the missionary vision of John 17:21". 


We have noted with gratitude the coming into existence of united churches in 
many parts of the world as well as church union negotiations still in process, 
and we pray that the churches renewed in unity may also be renewed in mission. 
Yet even apart from these few scattered examples of unity-in-practice, we 
confess that we are already one in mission because of what the living God has 
done to and for us. Our unity is a reality we cannot undo, even if we 
wished: we are given to one another as sisters and brothers in the one 
household of God. 


Mission in unity requires Christians to work for the authenticity of the 
apostolic faith. Doctrinal divisions, especially those that prevent the 
sharing of the eucharist and the full participation of women in the church, 
keep Christians from making a common witness. 


The eucharist, which is the most central sacrament of our faith, also is the 
place where our divisions become most painfully apparent. The one faith we 
share and the one cup and one bread we are given should be vital actions for 
mission, particularly if "the eucharist is bread for a missionary people". 


At the same time, in light of the fact that many people around us do not even 
know the name of the Triune God except in blasphemy, we call into question the 
endless debates and time-consuming preoccupations demanding an "open" 
eucharist which seem to ignore the importance of evangelism. 


One of the most sensitive areas in our discussions on unity in mission 
concerned the issue of proselytism. The aim of our evangelism should be the 
building up of the Body of Christ, service in the world, and the glory of 
God. Instead, evangelism sometimes turns into programmes for denominational 
aggrandizement. We believe that any evangelism that does not promote good 
relationships with other Christians in the community must inevitably come 
under question. Our witness may deteriorate into counter-witness, thereby in 
effect denying the authenticity of the faith experience of other Christians. 
All unhealthy competition in mission work should be avoided as constituting a 
distorted form of mission. 


At the same time we realize that faith communities may become ingrown and 
Stagnant, may lose their vision, and become unable or perhaps not even 
interested in getting involved in evangelism and pastoral renewal in their 
environment. In such situations other Christians, rather than ignoring the 
presence and integrity of the traditional faith communities, may perhaps be 
privileged to play a catalytic role in renewal for mission. They will, 
however, only be able to do so if they identify with the local faith community 
and treat it with sensitivity, respect and integrity. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Section II — Participating in Suffering and Struggle’ EPS 89.06.44 


This is excerpted from the opening and concluding paragraphs of a report of 
one of the four sections of the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism in 
San Antonio (22-31 May). The sub-sections of this report are titled "Creative 
Power,” "The Power of Resistance as a Form of Witness," and "The Power of 
Culture and Community." The section reports were not voted on by the 


conference as a whole. 


Some people suffer but have ceased to struggle, and their suffering is 
ultimately meaningless. Some want to struggle but are not willing to endure 
the suffering necessary for achieving transformation. 


Suffering is not to be romanticized; rather it is to be overcome through 
struggle. It is inevitable in the struggle. The character of participation 
is determined by the nature of the suffering and struggle. 


The followers of Jesus Christ are invited to participate with the people who 
are crushed in their struggle for the transformation of society. ... 


Prefiguring the coming redemption of all peoples through Jesus Christ, God 
called the slaves and dispossessed people of Palestine to resist their 
oppressors. 


As they were empowered by the announcement that God had declared them, the 
most defenceless, to be in the right, and were invited to use their creative 
power to, build a just society in accordance with the will of God, so the 
churches are invited to reread the scriptures and to recognize that God is 
actively taking sides in history in order that suffering and struggling people 
in all places may have fullness of life. 


The churches are required to bear witness to the will of God that those who 


face suffering and death daily should have life, and to join with them in 
their struggle. 


As the eternal Word was incarnated not at the centre of power but among those 
who were scattered like sheep that have no shepherd, so the churches are 
invited to discover their mission incarnated among the suffering and 
struggling, resisting the powers of evil and bearing witness among them in the 
manner of Christ to the will of God to pull down the mighty from their thrones 
but exalt those of low degree, to set free those who are oppressed, and to 
invite the hungry and homeless to the feast. 


As the Holy Spirit constituted communities among the poor and alienated, the 
widows and the slaves around the Mediterranean world of the first century; as 
the Spirit has empowered suffering people over the centuries through faith to 
conquer kingdoms, enforce justice, receive promises, ... win strength out of 
weakness, resist torture, refusing to accept release that they might rise 
again to a better life; as the Spirit empowers communities of suffering and 
struggling people today to use their creative power to resist racism, 
dispossession, imposed indebtedness, homelessness, exploitation and political 
oppression - so the churches are invited to recognize the wind and fire of the 
ee of the Spirit wherever the suffering cry out, and by participating in 
their struggles in the way of Christ, to become part of the good news for 


them, bearing witness that God will 
fullness. [EPS] s for them and for all people, life in its 


ECUTEXT: ‘Section III — The Earth is the Lord's’ EPS 89.06.45 


This is excerpted from one of four section reports from the World Conference 
on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio (22-31 May). It is taken from the 
sub-section, "Stewards of God's Creation." Other sub-sections are "Towards a 
Just Sharing of the Land," "Called to Be Peacemakers," and "Stewardship of the 
Earth and Human Cultures." The section reports were not voted on by the whole 
conference. 


Reports from East and West and North and South indicate the prevalence of the 
abuse of creation. For example, an ecumenical team visited the district of 
Cottbus, near the German Democratic Republic's border with Poland. Here 
brown coal is gained by means of Sstripmining, causing serious consequences for 
both humanity and the environment. 


The agrarian population lived here for generations and today is forced to move 
in order to make room for excavation machines. These dig to a depth of one 
hundred to three hundred feet. The ground on which people have lived is 
taken away. 


The team reported how the local church understands its mission in this 


situation. First, it gives guidance to the villagers in a process of 
mourning and taking leave. Second, the local minister acts as a liaison 
officer with the authorities. Third, in the long term, a_ theological 


reflection on the stewardship of creation, the care for both humanity and 
nature, and the use of energy are being developed. Here the mission of the 
church is understood as giving guidance in anxiety and in seeking a place for 
people in a new situation. 


The same team reported about pollution of rivers, seas, air and land in the 
Netherlands. This pollution is caused by the industries of several 
nations. Both secular and church-related groups were seeking for a new 
lifestyle and developed means for education, among them the Franciscans who 
combine their educational programme with a deep-rooted spirituality. 


The team faced the problems in two countries, and is convinced that the 
problems it saw were related to those of many other people in the world whose 
desires and needs are subordinated to economic and political interests. 


In our time we see how God's creation has been violated by the way we have 
used the land, sea and space, the impact of modern agriculture and technology, 
and the massive production of arms. In each of these areas (except for arms 
production) we recognize an ambivalence. 


On the one hand, there is a proper use of the earth's resources, but on the 
other hand we witness the devastating abuse of God's creation. The reasons 
for this abuse are rooted in a turning away from the living God, the free 
reign of human greed, the misuse of power, the presence of fear and ignorance, 
and the deception which hides the truth of creation's suffering. 


In the face of this reality, we discover our need for repentance as we 
contemplate the meaning of the prayer "Your will be done". We discover our 
need for repentance, for we all, as individuals and as churches, share in this 
abuse of God's creation. 


Mission in Christ's way must extend to God's creation. Because the earth is 
the Lord's, the responsibility of the church towards the earth is a crucial 
part of the church's mission. This mission brings the gospel of hope to all 
creation - a hope rooted in the resurrection of Christ. We are reminded that 
the early and undivided church stressed the deep unity between humanity and 
the whole of creation. ...[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Section IV — Towards Renewed Communities in Mission" EPS 89.06.46 


This is excerpted from one of the four section reports from the World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio (22-31 May). It is taken 
from the sub-section, "International Relations of Churches in Mission". The 
other sub-sections deal with "Popular Religiosity", and "Crossing Frontiers in 
Mission". The section reports were not voted on by the conference as a 


whole. 


The structure of the churches' international relations in mission must be such 
that they help us to share our joys and sorrows, our talents and our needs in 
a way which makes no one only a donor and no one only a receiver. 


As churches, each of us has gifts to offer and needs to satisfy. We must all 
contribute to the changes in the structures of missionary institutions in both 
North and South, made necessary by the vision of sharing in universal 
communion. Such new —- and renewed —- structures will give concrete expression 
to the churches' commitment to mission in Christ's way. 


...These new and renewed structures should have the following characteristics: 


(a) recognition that all God's gifts are common property; 

(b) mutual acceptance of one another as partners; 

(c) recognition of cultural diversity as an enrichment of sharing; 

(d) equal access to sources of information; 

(e) transparency; 

(f) joint planning and implementation of policies; 

(g) openness to sharing of non-material resources such as_ theological 
reflections, liturgies, hymnologies, new forms of spirituality, 
lifestyles, etc. as well as financial resources; 

(h) acceptance of mutual accountability and correction of anything that proves 
ineffective or inadequate. 


If this is to be made a reality, the churches must take account of the 
obstacles that stand in the way of this new vision, and remove them ...: 


(a) the application in our missionary relations of ideologies and prejudices 
which lead to situations of injustices, oppression, poverty and dependence; 

(b) psychological resistance to change of any kind; 

(c) bilateral relations which exclude any ecumenical dimension; 

(d) paternalism in all its forms, including the tendency of some people in the 
churches of the South to expect outside help even for things they can do 
themselves; 


(e) confessional and denominational models which exclude all but sister 
churches; 

(f) proselytism, with the aggressive and manipulative element it involves; 

(g) the priority given to financial factors, with the resulting consolidation 
of the power of the rich to the detriment of the poor; 

(h) ideas and strategies which leave no room for cultural diversity. 


..-We affirm some guiding principles ... [in applying them]: 


(a) commitment to acting together wherever a common approach is required; 

(b) give priority to relations from church to church rather than from church 
to missionary society or agency; 

(c) promote a global vision of mission in which the fullness of the kingdom of 
God is proclaimed and genuinely experienced; 

(d) transparency in relations and in the sharing of responsibilities; 


(e) promotion of power-sharing and genuine reciprocity in all decision- 
making. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/21) 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, are 4A review of 
ecumenical responses to emergencies in March and April (8 May), a situation 
report (number 3, 11 May) on Bangladesh in the wake of floods there in 1988, 
an appeal (11 May) for 50 000 US dollars to respond to the aftermath of 
ethnic conflict involving Senegalese and Mauritanians, and an_ ecumenical 
appeal (11 May) in the wake of new violence in Lebanon. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


With All God's People: The New Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. The main 
volume, with material to allow the church and all people in the countries 
of the world to be prayed for in the course of 52 weeks, costs 25 Swiss 
frances, 14.95 US dollars, or 9.75 UK pounds. A companion volume of 
worship suggestions related to various seasons and subjects costs 13.50 
Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. Purchased together, the 
volumes cost 32.50 Swiss francs, 19.50 US dollars, or 12.50 UK pounds. 


When We Pray Together by Emilio Castro, #40 in the Risk book series: 
8.50 Swiss francs, 4.50 US dollars, or 3.50 UK pounds. 


Spirituality in Interfaith Dialogue edited by Tosh Arai and Wesley 
Ariarajah: 12.50 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


Peace Media Service (Kanisstraat 5, NL-1811-GJ Alkmaar) has information 
about ‘movements and people seeking to build a just social order through 
non-violent methods. PMS ‘takes special note of the response of religious 
communities to issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation.’ 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is an ecumenically- 
supported source of information about Namibia. One of its recent offerings is 
background on UN Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. 


Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (475 Riverside Drive, Room 
566, New York NY 10115) has information available on challenges to corporate 
policies by US religious groups. 


A fifth packet of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 


creation is available from WCC/JPIC. === The May WCC Refugees Newsletter 
focuses on Central America. === Renewal from the Roots is a report on base 
ecclesial communities in Brazil by WCC/RCL. === Address for all three is Box 


2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. programme of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


The next EPS copy deadline is: Friday, 14 July. On request, EPS faxes 


ee We pay for that. Then you can ask (and pay) for faxing entire 
ems. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 20 June. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 
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BIBLE AGENCY IN Ecumenical Press 
USSR SAID POSSIBLE Service 89.07.01 


NEW YORK - Glasnost has brought opportunities for greatly increased Scripture 
distribution in the Soviet Union, according to officials of the United Bible 
Societies (UBS). 


They also say a surprising development this year has given hope for 
establishment of a UBS-linked Bible agency in the Soviet Union. 


An unprecedented UBS campaign to raise 3 million US dollars for one million 
Bibles to fulfil requests from the USSR and other countries of Eastern Europe 


was announced at the annual meeting of the American Bible Society (ABS) here 
in May. 


Hans Florin, UBS secretary for Europe, was quoted by ABS as saying more Bibles 
were sent to the Soviet Union in 1988 than the total of all previous years 
Since 1917. UBS says the new campaign will more than double the 1988 rate, 
but still leave millions of Christians without Bibles. 


Barbara Enholc-Narzynska, secretary of the Polish Bible Society, received an 
award at the ABS meeting. She told a news conference that her agency will 
publish 50 000 Russian Bibles this year, as well as Bibles in Polish, Czech, 
and other languages. But most of the one million will come from the West. 


Other Eastern European countries with Bible agencies are Czechoslovakia, GDR 
(East Germany), and Hungary. A Bible society was established in Russia in 
the early 19th century, but ceased operations after the 1917 revolution. 


Last month, UBS announced a 'memorandum of understanding’ signed in Moscow in 
April. It sets forth as a 'priority' creation of an ‘instrument' for Bible 
work in the Soviet Union. The memorandum also says a press is needed to print 
Bibles and other literature, implying government approval is possible. 


John D. Erickson, ABS secretary for overseas work, and chairman of the UBS 
executive committee, said the executive committee endorsed the ‘memorandum of 
understanding' at a meeting in Reading (England) in April, and will get an 
update on developments at its next meeting, in September in Nairobi. 


He called the memorandum an ‘unexpected' but 'most encouraging’ development 
that came after various informal discussions. 


Signers are Bishop Vladimir, deputy head for external relations for the Moscow 
[Eastern Orthodox] Patriarchate; Ole Christian Kvarme, secretary of the 
Norwegian Bible Society; and Boris Arapovic, director of the Stockholm 
Institue for Bible Translation. 


The latter two officials, Erickson said, were in Moscow 9-13 April to discuss 
distribution of study Bibles from the Nordic societies, but found a readiness 
also to move ahead on concrete planning for the Bible ‘instrument’. 


Erickson said that although only the Russian Orthodox have so far approved the 
Memorandum, efforts would be made to include as many other Soviet church 
_bodies as possible. 


He also said UBS would be willing to help. set up a press on the model of the 
assistance it has given Chinese Christians for Amity Press. It is located in 
Nanjing and used to print Bibles and other church literature. [EPS] 


HONG KONG: CHRISTIANS Ecumenical Press 
MARK DEATHS IN BEIJING Service 89.07.02 


HONG KONG - Civilian demonstrators killed when the Chinese army took over the 
main square in the capital Beijing early in June were remembered the following 
Sunday in special church services in this UK colony scheduled to revert to 


Chinese control in mid-1997. 


The killing of demonstrators provoked expressions of anger and sorrow in Hong 
Kong as soon as news of it reached here. 


Besides secular protests and the call for a general strike, church leaders 
here called on Chinese authorities to stop the violent military crackdown on 
pro-democracy demonstrators. 


Several denominations and organizations placed newspaper ads to mourn and 
condemn the slaughter of unarmed civilians in Tiananmen Square. 


The Hong Kong Christian Council and its 18 member bodies - including 
Methodist, Anglican, Baptist, United (CCC), Salvation Army, Lutheran, YMCA, 
YWCA, and Bible Society units - appealed to the Chinese government to stop the 
military crackdown and to call a meeting of the National People's Congress, 
China's legislative body, to solve the crisis. 


A 14-day, round-the-clock, marathon prayer rally was begun by _ seven 
congregations, and a two-week, fast-and-prayer vigil was organized under Roman 
Catholic auspices. A Roman Catholic eucharist for the dead in China was 
celebrated 9 June. 


John Baptist Wu Cheng-chung, the Roman Catholic cardinal bishop here, issued a 
statement of regret and sorrow over the Chinese situation, calling on the 
public to pray for the Tiananmen victims. 


At an ecumenical three-and-a-half hour funeral procession (5 June) in support 
of the democratic movement in China, clergy, seminarians, and other church 
people - Baptist, Anglican, Methodist, Alliance, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, 
among others - marched in a downtown district and held a memorial service in a 
public park. 


Wearing white headbands and black arm bands, participants marched quietly 
behind an empty hearse covered by white banners with Chinese characters 
(symbolizing Chinese souls) in black ink. 


The population of Hong Kong is about six million. About 10 percent are 
Christians. 


Chinese Bishop K. H. Ting, president of the China Christian Council, quoted as 
saying 'the Chinese church must act responsibly in whatever situation we face.’ 


He was also quoted saying that he stands by what he said earlier in a public 
Statement. 


On 18 May, Ting issued a statement saying the hunger strike by people in the 


Square was a patriotic activity. He urged the Chinese Communist Party to 
begin dialogue with the students. 


‘We are grateful for the patriotic action of the people of Hong Kong in 
Supporting our motherland, and we ask that Christians around the world 
continue to remember us in their prayers', Ting concluded. [EPS] 


RECEPTIONS VARY AS POPE Ecumenical Press 
VISITS NORDIC COUNTRIES Service 89.07.03 


Givind Gstang and Anneli Janhonen contributed material for this item. 


GENEVA - At least nominally, each of the five Nordic countries is 
overwhelmingly Lutheran. But the reaction in each last month to the 
first-ever visit by a pope to that part of the world varied noticeably. 


At an ecumenical reception in the historic Akershus Castle in Oslo, Church of 
Norway Presiding Bishop Andreas Aarflot called the presence of the pope ‘a 
sign of movement towards improved relationships between our churches', but he 
also referred to ‘certain positions that many deplore as regressions.' 


The Lutheran bishop said that since the mid 1960s, there are ‘many signs' 
Roman Catholicism is ‘breaking away from what many observers and historians 
would call its isolation and self-sufficiency through centuries.' He said 
Lutherans ‘understand ourselves as genuine churches, with the necessary 
Sacramental and structural quality', adding that they ‘look forward to the day 
when Your Holiness clearly and unequivocally recognises the ecclesial 
character of the Lutheran and other Protestant churches.’ 


Aarflot said 'it is in daily life, in the national churches and the local 
congregations, far removed from the study chambers of the [Vatican] curia, 
that the real ecumenical challenges are met', noting in particular questions 
related to mixed marriages. 


In reply, the pope noted that Christianity came to Norway long before the 
church divisions of the 16th century. Its early period in Norway, he said, 
"is in striking contrast with the period following the Reformation, when for 
more than 400 years, in the midst of bitterness and suspicion, Christians 
closed their doors to one another.' 


Later, the pope went to Nidaros Cathedral in Trondheim, seat of a large 
medieval archdiocese which included Iceland. The current Lutheran bishop of 
Nidaros, Kristen Kyrre Bremer, evoked the memory of his predecessor, Olav 
Engelbrektsson, the last archbishop. 


Bremer said that when the archbishop ‘headed out of the fjord' 452 years ago, 
"the church was left divided. ... In this precious hour, our divided church is 
once again gathered here', he continued, even though ‘there is still a long 
Way to go before we once again are gathered around the Table of the Lord.’ 


Three of the 11 Church of Norway bishops did not meet the pope at any point 
during his trip, and most did not go to the cathedral. This prompted 
criticism from various sources, including Bremer. 


The next day, the secular national daily Dagbladet praised Bremer for his 
"secure and warm' manner which ‘contributed a little to ease the national 
feeling of shame most of his episcopal colleagues have caused by their 
absence. By the way', it added, ‘what did the absent bishops do yesterday? 
Were they opening schools? Sitting in committees? Tending their gardens?' 


On the other hand, Trond Bakkevig, the priest who is general secretary of the 
Church of Norway National Council, said objections to the low attendance by 
the bishops ‘leaves the impression that the Church of Norway is still a church 
led by bishops.' He noted that leaders of his council and the Church of 
Norway Council on Foreign Relations went to Trondheim (though they were not 
Seated near the Roman Catholic visitors). [over] 


nordic/2 


Most of the priests and the bishop of the National Church of Iceland 
attended an ecumenical gathering with the pope at Thingvellir, site of 
Icelandic political and church assemblies from 930 till the late 1700s. So 
did the Icelandic president, prime minister, and other government officials, 


plus ecumenical representatives. 


The papal visit to Finland was described by one journalist as a ‘flawlessly 
harmonious ecumenical celebration, with far more emphasis on the factors that 
unite than those that divide.' After an ecumenical service at Turku 
cathedral, the pope met the archbishop and the seven other bishops of the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland. Archbishop John Vikstrom said recent 
theological dialogue has shown that many Lutheran emphases are ‘part of the 
common and uniting heritage of the church’. 


During a meeting with the 10 bishops of the Evangelical-Lutheran Folk Church 
in Denmark, Copenhagen Lutheran Bishop Ole Bertelsen observed that the Roman 
Catholic Church has not ‘annulled' its condemnations of Lutheran teaching. 
The pope observed that the excommunication of church reformer Martin Luther 
lapsed when Luther died in 1546. Anyway, he said, the wounds caused by that 
act cannot be healed today 'by a juridical act'. He said what is most needed 
today is 'a common, new assessment of the many questions' Luther raised. 


Speaking after attending a restrained Lutheran vesper service in historic 
Roskilde cathedral (attended by Danish Princess Benedikte, but at which the 
pope was not officially greeted), John Paul observed that the building 
‘reminds us of a millennium of which more than 500 years were marked by an 
unbroken unity in western Christendom, when also the church in Denmark was 
living in full communion with the bishop of Rome.' He said he hoped his visit 
‘might contribute to the lowering of some of the divisive, and sometimes 
hostile, walls that ... have been erected between us.' 


The pope described himself as successor of the Apostle Peter in an office 
‘established by Christ in order to serve the unity of Christians.' But 
Bertelsen said ‘visibility is mot the truth. The institution does not 
guarantee anything. ... Church offices cannot give certainty’, and so ‘never 
in any form [can] be said to be the necessary condition of unity or salvation.’ 


Later the pope said that ‘surprisingly enough', Bertelsen said both Roman 
Catholics and Lutherans need to repent in order to proceed further along the 
road to church unity. 


A poll of Danes suggested that about 70 percent of them supported the reserved 
attitude of the bishops toward the pope. 


In Sweden, King Carl Gustaf and Queen Silvia attended an ecumenical service 
at Uppsala cathedral during which the pope and Swedish Lutheran Archbishop 
Bertil Werkstrém stood side by side before the monument to Erik, the Swedish 
national saint. Both stressed the unity that comes from baptism, and 
Werkstroém said 'sharing of the eucharist is now both possible and important in 
the continuing ecumenical process. We have already recognized one another's 
baptism. The baptized ought to be able to gather at the same table.' 


ea at a Roman Catholic eucharist, Werkstrém and Stockholm Lutheran Bishop 
enrik Svennungsson went up to the pope at the end of a line of people 
receiving communion from him. 'I am sorry we cannot go to the same table', 


Werkstrom said, 'but I am here as a symbol of our common longing for unity.' 
The pope blessed the two bishops. [EPS] 


Senegal: church appeals for aid after ethnic conflict EPS 89.07.04 
DAKAR - The [Reformed] Protestant Church in Senegal has appealed for 
assistance in connection with about 40 000 Senegalese who were sent back from 
Mauritania following ethnic conflict in the two countries. [EPS] 


Namibia: white Lutherans fault ecumenical council EPS 89.07.05 
WINDHOEK - The synod of the small, white German Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Namibia (DELK) has spelled out its objections to the Council of Churches in 
Namibia, from which it withdrew in 1987. It says much of CCN, which includes 
most of the Lutherans and other Christians in Namibia, ‘'one-sidedly 
represent[s] party-political directions' and that CCN has taken sides in the 
process expected to lead to Namibian independence from South Africa. The 
synod had before it a greeting) from Lutheran Bishop Hendrik Frederik urging it 
to rejoin CCN, of which he is president. On the question of Lutheran unity in 
Namibia, the DELK synod said it 'unswervingly continues to talk on the path 
toward one Lutheran church' and do what it can to ‘dismantle obstacles which 
hinder the fellowship of the churches.' [EPS] 


Chikane illness seen related to nerve-gas-—like compound EPS 89.07.06 
MADISON (Wisconsin/USA) - Daniel J. Smith, assistant professor of medicine at 
the University of Wisconsin Medical School here, said last month that a nerve- 
gas-like compound is the likely cause of an illness which affected South 
African Council of Churches General Secretary Frank Chikane during a visit to 
the United States. Smith said Chikane's symptoms and blood-test results are 
"very suggestive' of exposure to organophosphate anticholinesterase, which can 
poison people if inhaled or absorbed through the skin. The compound is 
thought to have been put on Chikane's luggage and/or clothing. The outspoken 
opponent of South African government racial policies suffered hypertension, 
nausea, abdominal pain, respiratory distress, and general weakness. [EPS] 


USA: five church leaders ask end to civilian ‘assault weapons' EPS 89.07.07 

WASHINGTON - Five US church leaders - Lutheran Presiding Bishop Herbert 
Chilstrom, Brethren General Secretary Donald Miller, Disciples General 
Minister John Humbert, Anglican Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning, and United 
Church of Christ President Avery Post - have jointly urged ‘an immediate ban 
on the possession, sale, and importation of assault weaponry by civilians’. 
The leaders describe such weapons as ‘the preferred weapons of drug 
traffickers and other persons with criminal intent, posing a threat to the 
population in general and to law-enforcement officials in particular.’ [EPS] 


Ecumenical group condemns de Klerk visit EPS 07.08 
LONDON - Meeting here, the executive group of the Programme to Combat Racism 
of the World Council of Churches condemned (17 June) the agreement of various 
European and US leaders to meet with white South African leader F.W. de Klerk 
during an overseas tour last month. De Klerk is expected to become president 
of South Africa following elections in September in which blacks are not 
allowed to vote. The group said ‘nothing in Mr de Klerk's government ... 
engenders confidence or signals a change towards a democratic future for South 
Africa.' They reiterated the call by the WCC and others for ‘comprehensive, 
Mandatory sanctions' to ‘force the de Klerk regime to the negotiating table 
with the authentic leaders of the people of South Africa.' [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 89.07.09 
‘Imre Miklos has retired as head of the Hungarian state office for church 
affairs. A successor was not named, leading to speculation that the office in 
its current form is to be done away with. === Daniel Ntoni Nzinga is the new 
director of the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (EDICESA) in Harare. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Helmut Reuschle: 'The Church and Namibian Independence’ EPS 89.07.10 


Reuschle is coordinating the Namibia programme of the inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS) of the Geneva—based World Council of Churches. 


On 12 June, after 23 years of war between Swapo guerillas and South African 
forces, the first Namibian returnees came home from exile. They arrived in an 
airplane chartered by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Under UNHCR auspices, a massive repatriation operation is taking place during 
which altogether some 50 000 people are expected to return, mostly from Angola 
but also from Zambia, Botswana, and other countries. The repatriation is 
scheduled to be completed by the end of July. 


One of the biggest operations of its kind ever undertaken by UNHCR, it is a 
result of a decade of difficult negotiations after adoption of UN Security 
Council Resolution 435 in 1978, which sets forth principles for Namibian 
independence from South Africa. ... 


The peace plan is being implemented in various stages under the supervision of 
Untag, the United National Transition Assistance Group. It will eventually 
lead up to free and fair elections. ... 


The return of exiled Namibians is only the first step in a long process of 
resettlement and reintegration. Many, especially young people, have never seen 
their homeland; others will find no home to go to and even more likely no job. 


The churches play a crucial role in this programme. After returnees arrive 
at one of the five entry points, the churches are responsible for looking 
after their needs. Reception centres have been set up all over the country to 
accommodate and care for the people before they proceed to their home areas. 


All centres - collections of tents - are on the grounds of church institutions 
— Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Methodist. Over-all coordination is in the 
hands of the Council of Churches in Namibia (CCN). It has created a committee 
for repatriation, resettlement, and reconstruction (RRR), which cooperates 
closely with UNHCR. 


The churches are indeed facing a formidable task. They are called to care for 
those who will not find a home. There may be as many as 5000 who will have to 


be put up at other church places, so-called secondary centres, for a prolonged 
period of time. 


While UNHCR is covering most of the costs of the repatriation phase, the 
ecumenical community has to provide the resources for resettlement and 


reconstruction. The WCC has appealed for 12.4 million US dollars for the 
first phase of the operation. 


RRR has expressed joy and excitement as Namibians are welcoming back their 
people from exile. At the same time, it was sad to note that CCN and other 
church leaders were prevented from meeting the first returnees at the airport 
despite various attempts to get last-minute permission. 


This only shows how deep is the South African bias against CCN which some 
elements consider simply a cover agency for Swapo, the liberation movement. 
Needless to say, such an attitude on the part of the still-in-charge South 
African authorities can easily lead to fear and intimidation. 

Therefore, CCN is calling for UN staff and police to be reinforced so as to 
create an atmosphere of security and peaceful homecoming. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/T.K. Oommen: ‘'Communalism in India’ EPS 89.07.11 


This is excerpted from an analysis of '‘communalism' in mostly-Hindu India 
which appeared in People's Reporter, an ecumenical ‘forum of current affairs' 
published in Bangalore. 


--. First [there is] the assimilationist variety of communalism, pursued 
both by the state in India, and by a section of the mainstream community, the 
conservative section among Hindus. 


The state in India uses several devices to identify non-Hindus as Hindus. 
For example, in census definitions, all the Scheduled Castes and those 
Scheduled Tribes who have not |converted to other religions are automatically 
listed as Hindus. Similarly 'Hindu' is defined in the Indian constitution so 
as to include the Jains, the Buddhists, and the Sikhs. It is equally true of 
the Hindu Code Bill. 


And, the way in which the policy of protective discrimination is enunciated 
and applied are clear instances of the state trying to absorb or define a 
large number, in fact, millions of persons, belonging to different religious 
categories into the fold of Hinduism. 


When it comes to the conservative group among the mainstream community, we are 
all familiar with organizations like Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh, Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad, etc. Those who are occupying responsible positions within 
these organizations have repeatedly asserted that if one wants to be in India, 
if one wants to be an Indian, one ought to be following a particular lifestyle. 


--- The second ... I would call welfarist communalism ... [in which] one 
defines a particular religious community as one's constituency. The context 
of this definition may be education, health, or freedom of worship. Welfarist 
communalism is first of all a product of democratic politics, and the policies 
pursued by a welfare or ... socialist state. 


Secondly, it is the resultant of co-terminality between caste and class. 
Eighty to 90 percent of Christians, the Neo Buddhists, and the majority of 
Muslims are converts from the lowest caste category. They were traditionally 
poor and oppressed and continue to be so in spite of the fact that they have 
converted to other religions. 


When one is experiencing material deprivations, it is very likely that one has 
a particular understanding or perception. The fact that one is also a 
Christian, Muslim or Buddhist influences this perception. A lot of communal 
mobilizations, therefore, are essentially efforts to improve the material 
conditions of the people who belong to these categories. ... 


Third, we have what may be called retreatist communalism. There are 
religious groups which officially proscribe their members from participating 
in political activities. The Bahai's, for example, do that. The Jews also 
practise it. In certain parts of the country where their number is too 
small, the Christians too do that. 


These groups withdraw from the political processes consciously; because they 
are numerically insignificant. They seem to think that there is no point in 
participating in the political process. 


This attitude is an indication of sheer helplessness on their part. But this 
withdrawal or presumed non-action is an action ... [which] will have to be 
seen as a variety of communalism. [over] 


communalism/2 


Fourth, there is what may be called retaliatory communalism. Very 
frequently we come across reports in the media about a particular group 
rejoicing because another group is injured or hurt. 


The examples here vary and are plentiful: the Indian Muslims celebrating the 
success of the Pakistani cricket team and thereby rejoicing in the defeat of 
the Indian team, a section of Sikhs rejoicing at the murder of [the late Prime 
Minister] Mrs Indira Gandhi and thereby hurting the feelings of Hindus. 


There is nothing wrong in celebrations. But those which are done with the > 
intention of hurting the feelings and sentiments of others are not 
celebrations. The moment it hurts, a communal action is in the making. ... 


In the 40 years of our existence as an independent country, something like 
5000 communal riots have occurred. It is instructive to examine the nature 
of the immediate provocations. And I suggest that most of these communal 
riots were triggered off through what I call retaliatory communalism. 


Fifthly, I would like to refer to separatist communalism, the kind of 
communalism which insists on the culture specificity of a particular religious 
group, and which demands a measure of political autonomy. It is a less 
intense variety of the secessionist type of communalism, which I will discuss 
in a moment. 


The separatists do not want to disengage themselves from the polity as such. 
They are interested in continuing and want to operate within the ambit of the 
Indian constitution. Of course, some of these groups assert their identity 
by basing it on language, but very often you will find that there is a very 
curious mixing of language and religion here. 


The first massive and well-known case of this type was that of Dravidian 
Hinduism as distinguished from Aryan Hinduism, wherein Dravadian Hinduism and 
Tamil linguistic identity coalesced. Although not secessionist, the Tamil 
cultural identity is asserted and reinforced by the Dravadian parties which 
came to power. 


One can think of several other examples of persisting separatist communalism 
in India: The 'national' identity of the Muslims in Kashmir valley, which is 
closely interlinked to the question of Urdu language; the Mizo, or the Naga 
Tribal identity, which is very much reinforced by the Christian presence 
there, so to say; or the Akali identity wherein religion and Punjabi written 
in Gurumukhi is intensely interrelated. 


Generally speaking, the tendency on the part of most of us, and certainly the 
mainstream community, is to label these assertions of identity as communalism. 
But these collectivities would insist that they are only searching for an 
identity, and that too within the Indian polity, not outside of it. ... 


Finally, I would like to refer to the secessionist variety of communalism. 
Empirically, the difference between the separatist and the secessionist 
communalisms is one of degree. To the extent we are in a position 'to manage’ 


properly secessionist communalism, it has often become separatist (the Tamil 
case, the Mizo case, etc.). 


But conceptually, the secessionist variety of communalism is basically 
different from that of the separatist type. The secessionist type insists 
that a religious group is a political entity, and therefore, it should have a 
Separate political roof, an independent sovereign polity. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Australia Focus (II) - Church Profiles (II)' EPS 89.07.12 


This is abridged and adapted from National Outlook, an Australian ecumenical 
monthly. The author of the item, Peter Bentley, has been on the staff of the 
[Australian] National Catholic Research Council. Bentley has not examined 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy in Australia because ‘other more qualified 
persons should take this challenge up.' 


The Australian population is about 16.5 million. The Seventh Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches is to be held in Canberra, the Australian federal 
capital, in February 1991. Part I of this report appeared as EPS 89.04.55. 


4) REFORMED (PRESBYTERIAN): (|The continuing Presbyterians, who opted not to 
be part of the Uniting Church in Australia, rank fourth among Australian 
Christian traditions (3.6 percent), according to the 1986 census. 


Like the UCA, continuing Presbyterianism is still consolidating after the 
strains in connection with formation of the Uniting Church, into which most, 
Duts «not;,- all, Australian Presbyterians joined, with Methodists’ and 
Congregationalists. 


Indeed, denominational switching of ordained and other members continues to be 
problematic. 


Theologically, continuing Presbyterianism is now stereotyped as conservative 
evangelical. The dominance of evangelicals in the continuing denomination has 
assured conflict over ordination and appointment of women as ministers. 


In 1988, the Presbyterian General Assembly deferred the matter until its 1991 
session, by which time state assemblies and presbyteries are to have discussed 
the issues. 


The continuing legal jumble over the date of the actual split over church 
union has only added to the potential explosiveness of the issue. Traditions 
within this mew-old denomination will have to be carefully discussed if 
further fragmentation is to be avoided. 


Other Presbyterian concerns are the supply of future ministers and training 
procedures. Controversy has plagued the new hymn book, 'Rejoice.' (Is it too 
modern in its language and selection?) 


As in Anglicanism, another matter of debate is the compatibility of 
Freemasonry and Christianity. All these areas lead to the question: Is the 
Presbyterian church renewing its traditions or changing its practices? 


5) BAPTISTS: According to the 1986 Australian census, about 2.7 percent of 
the population is Eastern or Oriental Orthodox. Then come Baptists and 
Lutherans, each with 1.3 percent. 


In recent years, there has been heated debate about the charismatic movement 
among Baptists. Healings, speaking in tongues, and testing spirits have been 
discussed, praised, and ridiculed. 


The First National Baptist Charismatic Conference was held in 1987. It is 
‘unlikely that this issue will go away and the future may witness fragmentation. 


Generally Baptists are stereotyped as conservative Christians. However, the 
links to US fundamentalists and the promotion of ‘creation science' are not 
universal. [over] 
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Though many Baptists favored the Bicentennial celebrations last year, there is 
still a movement of support for Aboriginal rights and culture, especially in 


Victoria. 


Two state groupings of Baptists (South Australia and Victoria) ordain women, 
though the official position of Baptists in other states may be opposed. A key 
question for Baptists today is theire continuing distinctiveness and identity. 


A final point, which is a concern for all six Christian traditions covered in 
these profiles, is that the increase in non-Christian religions since 1945 has 
parallelled the fall in Christian numbers. 


The percentage of Baptists as recorded in the census returns has remained very 
stable, but in real terms this does not indicate positive growth. 


There are probably as many active Muslims and Hindus in Australia as there are 
active Baptists. 


6) LUTHERANISM: The Lutheran Church of Australia has remained a small but 
stable denomination. Numerically, it is similar to the Baptists, and faces 
similar pressures. 


The LCA is concentrated in two states (Queensland and South Australia). Last 
November, it celebrated 150 years ‘in this part of the world' with a Festival 
of Faith. 


Also last year, a new corporate logo was introduced - a Christian cross 
incorporating the Southern (Australian) Cross. 


Signs of change or challenge are evident in the LCA. 


Last year, a committee was appointed to study the LCA use of the gifts of 
women in its total ministry, and also scriptural principles in relation to the 
ordination of women. In July, however, the LCA president affirmed that women 
cannot be elders because in the Bible that title is given only to men. 


The ordained ministry of women is a question linked to the declining number of 
LCA pastors. According to a report from the LCA ‘'Men-for-the-Ministry 
Campaign,' if the next seven years are the same as the last seven, the LCA 
will be short 55 pastors. (It is now short 22.) 


A new, four-year ordination-preparation course for men over 40 begins in 1989. 
Other issues which have surfaced in the LCA include the question of bishops 


(both title and role); ecumenical relations, espeically with Anglicans and 


the UCA; and the involvement of Lutheran pastors in ecumenical marriage 
liturgies. 


Guidelines on the latter were released in late 1988. 


nore the continuing Presbyterians, the LCA is concerned with its spiritual 
State. 


A report, ‘Vision 90,' depicts the basic problem as Lutherans seeing 
themselves as people of God. 


Other challenges include the increase in the average age of the LCA. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Pastoral Letter to Church in Panama’ EPS 89.07.13 


This letter (6 June) was sent to the Ecumenical Committee of Panama, which 
includes Anglican, Methodist, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and Baptist 
representatives, as well as a regional representative of the Latin American 
Council of Churches (CLAI) by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches. This is an wnofficial translation from the Spanish 
original. 


Last March, in connection with a two-day visit to the Episcopal Diocese of 
Panama, four Anglican church leaders (US Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning, 
West Indies Archbishop Orland Lindsay, Canadian Archbishop Michael Peers, and 
Southern African Archbishop Desmond Tutu) issued a three-page pastoral letter 
in which they ‘commend and encourage the work being done by the Christian 
churches together in their effort to attain ... reconciliation and peace among 
the Panamanian family.’ 


... Our thoughts are turned to you at this time, and our prayers lifted to the 
Lord interceding for you and for the Panamanian people, during this present 
period of great uncertainty affecting the nation, and endured by the poor. 


We are grateful to you for the Open Letter to the People of Panama, addressed 
by the Ecumenical Committee of Panama on 28 April. We have reflected upon it 
and we take to heart its strong appeals for dialogue and peace. 


We wish to express our deep concern over the anxiety of the people and the 
churches in Panama, following the elections and their annulment, and the 
political vacuum these developments have created. 


We support you as well in your opposition to all foreign interference in the 
affairs of Panama. Especially we express to you our solidarity for the 
hardship caused to the common people by economic sanctions and _ the 
destabilising effect of the threat of military interventions. 


We share your solidarity with the most vulnerable in Panamanian society, and 
with those living in economically marginalized and underprivileged conditions, 
due to inequalities historically created and now exacerbated by the economic 
Sanctions imposed on Panama by foreign powers. This has brought increasing 
unemployment, critical social problems, debilitating hardship, polarization in 
social relations and deepening distrust. 


The evident Panamanian public concern over the electoral procedures and 
developments immediately following the elections, is shared deeply and widely 
in the world, especially within the international ecumenical community. 


Your pastoral ministry and other endeavours on behalf of the many political 
detainees jailed by the authorities without judicial procedures, elicit’ our 
strong support and esteem. 


Consistent with Christian values and practice in the world, you have called 
for dialogue, so that political solutions might be found peacefully among 
Panamanian sectors across all social and political barriers, thus ensuring 
justice. We are especially sensitive to your appeals for political solutions 
which will serve the interest of the poorest in the Panamanian society. 


We are with you constantly in prayer and are at your disposal for any task of 
service and reconciliation you deem constructive. We have confidence in the 
cultural and spiritual resources of the Panamanian society to overcome this 
difficult period with justice and true democracy. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘The Waldegg Statement’ EPS 89.07.14 


This text was released following an international gathering last April of 
representatives of ‘historic peace churches’ (Quakers, Mennonites, Brethren) 
and others interested in issues of church and peace. It was addressed in the 
first place to those who attended the European assembly on peace and justice 


in Basel in May. 


We speak as members of peace churches and communities who have come together 
from different continents. Some of us have come from situations of 
structural violence and continual distress and suffering. 


When confronted with the darkness of violence we are prepared to live out > 
joyfully the consequences of our conviction. God as revealed to us by Jesus 
Christ is a God of non-violence. We know that God is faithful. 


All Christians are called to live here and now in the manner of a reconciling 
and healing community, of a people who reveal the beauty of human life through 
sacrificial service. 


As co-partners with God through Jesus Christ we carry an awesome 
responsibility for the stewardship of all creation. Our human nature means 
that we are weak partners. We are all responsible, in part, for the 
suffering that exists in the world, and this guilt is a grievous burden. 


But we are not left alone. The Holy Spirit is here to guide us and we marvel 
at the strength we receive in this way. As peace churches and communities we 
find ourselves empowered to call for personal encounter and dialogue and 
non-violent conflict resolution which are God's answers to hostility, 
deterrence and militarism. 


We are continually astonished at the boldness of the Holy Spirit in entrusting 
us with this part of Christ's ministry. We invite you to share with us this 
responsibility which we see as responding to God's unwavering faithfulness by 
expressing again our commitment: 


(a) to practical expressions of solidarity with the victims of injustice, war 
and conflict, noting particularly the injustices that women have suffered at 
hands of men. 


(b) to the unconditional offer of love to the enemies of all generations and 
all times, including the present time. 


(c) to an unequivocal refusal to participate in military service, in war and 
in preparations for war. This includes struggling with the problem of 
financing military budgets through personal taxation. 


(d) to developing the understanding of community and non-violence, and the 
use of non-violent conflict resolution. 


(e) to stop the polluting of Creation, and atmospheric and nuclear pollution 
in particular. 


(f) to grapple with the problems that genetic engineering are raising. 
(g) to carry forward our peace ministry within the church. 


Can we consider together the implications of the essential non-violence of God 


and struggle with the consequences for our lives. God's faithfulness is 
unquestioned. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/22) 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, are a “review of 
ecumenical responses to emergencies in March and April (8 May), a situation 
report (number 3, 11 May) on Bangladesh in the wake of floods there in 1988, 
an appeal (11 May) for 50 000 US dollars to _respond to the aftermath of 
ethnic conflict involving Senegalese and Mauritanians, and an ecumenical 
appeal (11 May) in the wake of new violence in Lebanon. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


With All God's People: The New Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. The main 
volume, with material to allow the church and all people in the countries 
of the world to be prayed for in the course of 52 weeks, costs 25 Swiss 
francs, 14.95 US dollars, or 9.75 UK pounds. A companion volume of 
worship suggestions related to various seasons and subjects costs 13.50 
Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. Purchased together, the 
volumes cost 32.50 Swiss francs, 19.50 US dollars, or 12.50 UK pounds. 


When We Pray Together by Emilio Castro, #40 in the Risk book series: 
8.50 Swiss francs, 4.50 US dollars, or 3.50 UK pounds. 


Spirituality in Interfaith Dialogue edited by Tosh Arai and Wesley 
Ariarajah: 12.50 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


In July, because of the WCC Central Committee in Moscow, use the following 
Geneva number to contact the editor and other EPS colleagues: 


41-22/791.6089 (between 7h00 and 14h00 GMT, Mondays through Fridays) 
(The Geneva fax number remains the same: 41-22/798 .1346) 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is an ecumenically- 
supported source of information about Namibia. One of its recent offerings is 
background on UN Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. 


Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (475 Riverside Drive, Room 
566, New York NY 10115) has information available on challenges to corporate 
policies by US religious groups. 


A fifth packet of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 


creation is available from WCC/JPIC. === The May WCC Refugees Newsletter 
focuses on Central America. === Renewal from the Roots is a report on base 
ecclesial communities in Brazil by WCC/RCL. === Address for all three is Box 


2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. programme of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


The next EPS copy deadline is: Friday, 14 July. On request, EPS faxes 


ae We pay for that. Then you can ask (and pay) for faxing entire 
tems. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 26 June. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, or 195 Indian rupees. 


ECUMENICAL DRAFT PUBLISHED ON Ecumenical Press 
JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION ISSUES Service 89.07.15 


GENEVA - The World Council of Churches has released a draft ‘foundation 
document' in preparation for its World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation (JPIC), 6-12 March in Seoul. 


The document, ‘Towards An Ecumenical Theological Affirmation on Justice, Peace 
and the Integrity of Creation’, comes after a process of study and reflection 


which began with a consultation at the end of last year in Montreux 
(Switzerland) 


The working paper produced there was circulated for comments, revised, and 
presented as the basis for the work of the JPIC preparatory group last April. 


That group prepared the text now being circulated for study, comment, and 
criticism. 


Reactions received by the WCC JPIC office here by mid-October are to be used 
by the preparatory group in further revising it before the Seoul meeting, 
where several hundred people from dozens of countries are expected. 


‘While the document gives a picture of the sinful reality of the world', says 
WCG General Secretary Emilio Castro, "the redemption manifested in the 
ministry, cross, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is put at the centre. We 
are called into the fighting line against the powers that be because we are 
assured of the power of the resurrection.' 


The draft text identifies threats to life in these days, calls for a church 
response, and outlines proposed affirmations which might come from the Seoul 
convocation. 


The document deals with a record of a ‘reign of injustice'. It refers to 
external debts of Third World countries, an unjust world .ecnomic order in 
which materially-richer countries impose their political and economic agendas 
on poorer ones. 


It notes the increase in the number of countries in which there are gross and 
systematic violations of human rights. The ‘sin of sexism' and the ‘tenacity 
of racism’ are described as threats to life, as is militarization of societies. 


The document criticises communication used for ideological propaganda and 
money-making. It notes the dangers to the world of the greenhouse effect 
(humanly-caused increases in the average world temperature), deforestation, 
acid rain, unlimited resource exploitation, and unbridled bio-technology. 


"Theologically', Castro says, 'we find here enough common foundation for the 
common practical engagement of the churches. It is very important that the 
issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation are not considered 
only as social-ethical consequences of the gospel, but as being constructive 
to God's over-all concern for creation, redemption, and sanctification.’ 


The draft document focuses on eight affirmations suggested as the basis for 
common, concrete commitments in Seoul. 


In them, Castro says, ‘we affirm God as the true sovereign over every human 
form of power, and we affirm God's love for the poor, which is a reaffirmation 
of clear ecumenical stands.' [over] 
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‘We affirm that the land belongs to God', he adds. ‘It cannot be considered 
the property of any single human being or of any human community, but it is a 
gift for protection, welfare and blessings of all.' 


Noting the affirmation that Jesus Christ is the truth, Castro says ‘churches 
who'so confess are obliged to call by name all the lies that are imposed on 
common people to hide their oppressed reality.’ 


Reaffirmation of the beauty and equality of all races and people is one 
commitment being proposed to churches for concrete action, as well as the 
equality of women and men created in the image of God. 


‘We need to work harder to be sure that all the gifts granted by God to all 
sectors of humankind are brought together for building up of the church and of 
the human community’, Castro observes. 


‘We need to take the consequences of the affirmation about the peace of Jesus 
to discover and repent of those situations where the churches themselves and 
we in their middle have been or are part of the conflict, and to rediscover 
afresh our vocation to be reconcilers in the name of God', he stresses. 


The draft text also affirms that the creation belongs to God, and calls the 
church to covenant for justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. 


'We hope that the people gathered in Seoul will be able to discover four or 
five areas of global concern where we will first commit ourselves, but also to 
persuade our churches to common commitment to covenant together for action’, 
Castro says. 


Such areas could include the international economic order, ecological crises, 
peace and disarmament, and unity. 


Commenting on Roman Catholic participation in Seoul, Castro says that ‘at this 
moment, the kind of official status that the encounter will have is second to 
the kind of spiritual and theological commitment that is built in the JPIC 
process. My expectations are that the quality of what will happen in Seoul 
will be of such a nature that it will have repercussions inside the life of 
all churches, the Roman Catholic Church included.' 


The Roman Catholic Church, not a WCC member, has officially participated fully 
in some aspects of the JPIC process, notably the recent European Assembly on 
Justice and Peace last May in Basel (Switzerland). 


It declined a WCC invitation to co-sponsor Seoul. However, the Vatican has 
supplied staff persons for the JPIC office, and there are Roman Catholic 
representatives in the preparatory group. 


Castro calls the convocation a ‘fundamental moment in the life of the 
ecumenical movement', and ‘the crowning event of the global JPIC process’. 


He sees the Seoul meeting as an opening of new things in the ecumenical 
movement and a 'moment of harvesting' from among the rich variety of visions 


and experiences which have been 
part of the JPIC 
over the world. process in recent years all 


It will be a blessing to humanity if the churches will come forcefully 


forward in terms of radical commitment 
to 
creation', he says. [EPS] justice, peace, and the integrity of 


BRAZIL: PIONEERING WORK Ecumenical Press 
ON BEING BLACK, PROTESTANT Service 89.07.16 


SAO PAULO (Carol Fouke) - Four students at the Methodist School of Theology in 
Sao Bernardo do Campo are pioneering work on what it means to be black and 
Protestant in Brazil. 


They hope this process of discovery, valuable in its own right, will also give 
minority denominations in Brazil a better understanding of the contributions 
of their black members, and of the reality of the poor and oppressed. 


Various movements are emerging in Brazil which try to bring together black 
people to reflect on their specific problems, notes a written description of 
the Blackness Project they are working on. 


But while the numerically-dominant Roman Catholic church in Brazil has worked 
on blackness, by and large the minority denominations have not. These include 
Pentecostal bodies with a large proportion of blacks among their members, but 
they ‘aren't concerned with social questions’. 


The discussions on the situation of blacks that have taken place among 
Methodists (there are an estimated 80 000 of them in Brazil, whose total 
population is nearing 150 million) have not reached the majority of poor 
blacks. 


"In general, the black Methodists who participate in the debate on the 
situation of blacks don't reflect the universe of misery and oppression of 
their fellow blacks', the students say. "These blacks have certain social 
conditions, know how to write and read, go to school, have a basic school 
education, and some go to the university.' 


One of the project leaders, Mirian Tavares da Silva, a third-year theology 
Student, says 'black people who are Protestants have a double alienation, both 
political and religious. This is historical. Black people had to get rid of 
their African habits and traditions to be accepted in the Protestant church.’ 


Their reflections on this situation led the four to establish the project, 
renewing a black Methodist movement which ended three years earlier. 


The project ‘seeks to unite the black community in a critical analysis of 
history, creating a space where the discovery of the roots and identity of 
black men and women will be possible', according to the project description. 


The first phase of the project includes a study of blacks in Brazil from the 
beginning of slavery in the 16th century, till 1888, when it was abolished. A 
half year of discussions of blackness and of black history are being held 
through the end of the year in Methodist parishes across Brazil. The events 
use alternative means of communication such as drama and music, instead of 
lectures. 


Reports of the study and discussion are to be published, and a lending library 
is being developed. 


A group of Brazilian women - seminary students and pastors who work with 
"people's movements' - also continue to pursue specific goals of the Center of 
Women's Theological Studies established here last year. It has its roots in a 
group of Lutheran and Methodist women pastors who began to meet in 1978 for 
dialogue about their pastoral work. Their goals include increasing the impact 
of women in Brazilian seminary and scholarly circles. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 
ARGENTINA: CHURCH RESPONDS TO 
NATIONAL CRISIS IN VARIOUS WAYS Service 89.07.17 


BUENOS AIRES (Carol Fouke) - Direct relief, community organizing, theological 
reflection, and emphasis on a broader definition of human rights are among 
ways the church in Argentina is responding to that country's worsening 


economic crisis. 


Three members of a US ecumenical women's delegation visited here last month, 
just days after high inflation sparked looting of supermarkets in several 
cities. In meetings with denominational and ecumenical groups, they collected 
several examples of the response by segments of the church in Argentina. 


The women went to Argentina in connection with a visit to several parts of 
Latin America and the Caribbean under the auspices of the [US] National 
Council of Churches. Among things they found: 


— A Reformed project at Villa Sagrado Corazon in Barracas, an illegal 
settlement of some 6000 poor families, which helped keep the neighbourhood 
calm during the week of looting. 


Prices in Argentina doubled in May and were expected to double again in June. 
Many who had enough money to feed their families in April barely have enough 
now to provide one meal a day - a supper of bread and tea, Perez said. To 
help, the project worked out with local supermarket wholesalers to give away 
some food in exchange for community members not sacking their warehouses. 


— An ecumenical message, ‘Unity, Solidarity and Hope’: Its message was 
read at a Sunday evening Service (4 June), at downtown First Methodist 
Church. The statement affirmed that ‘the situation in which we are living 
calls us to solidarity and participation.' The signers reaffirmed their 
‘hope in the future of the nation and in the democratic system'. They 
committed their churches to provide immediate assistance to the most needy. 


- The Federation of Christian Churches, the Argentine Leage of Evangelical 
Women, the Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights and the informal Consultative 


Council met (5 June) to begin to formulate their response to the economic 
crisis. 


One of their first steps was to set up a permanent alert group, with the 
Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights as convener. The group plans to publish 
a message as a paid ad in a daily newapaper; establish a communications 
network among churches here and in the provinces; solidify contacts with 
workers and slum groups; and continue moral and theological reflection. 

- Women of faith looking to organize worship and Bible study around issues 
raised in the economic crisis: Mabel Filippini from the Center of Christian 
Studies in Buenos Aires reported on plans for an ecumenical meeting here in 


mid-July, to bring together about 30 women who work with poor women from the 
capital and from across Argentina. 


- The Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights (MEDH) 
» stressing the 
relationship of human rights to diakonia (service): ‘Human rights is the new 


name of diakonia in Argentina', the US women we 
t 
of that organization. ’ re told in a meeting with staff 


It's clear to us that the origin of what is happening is an unjust social 


' 
System', said Enrique Pochat of MEDH. ‘Argentina produces food, but food is 


lacking for man 
problem.' [EPS] y of its inhabitants. This is a human rights violation 


SOUTHERN AFRICAN ANGLICANS NIX Ecumenical Press 
ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS Service 89.07.18 


JOHANNESBURG - The Provincial Synod of the [Anglican] Church of the Province 
of Southern Africa has declined to okay the ordination of women as priests. 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who voted in favour, had ruled that the proposal was 
controversial. It thus required a two-thirds majority (134 of the 200 synod 
members) for adoption. Voting against were 79 synod members. 


CPSA includes dioceses in South Africa and several nearby countries. The 
motion would have allowed bishops who had the consent of their diocesan synods 
to ordain women as priests. The synod did ask CPSA bishops to keep the issue 
under review in ‘the most sensitive way' and to encourage ‘the fullest 
possible consideration of the subject amongst the clergy and laity’. 


Besides theological arguments against, some synod members cited cultural 
concerns: ‘What happens if my wife is a priest and she has to get up at 6 
a.m.?' asked one. ‘Who will make my breakfast? If she had a meeting in the 
evening, I wouldn't let her meet with another man.' 


Among overseas Anglican visitors, US Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee 
Browning said he felt ‘a great sense of pain and hurt .... for this church, for 
the world, for the [Anglican] Communion'. He asked if there is a connection 
between 'the struggle for justice against racial oppression and the struggle 
of women against closed doors that deny them the opportunity to have their 
vocation to ordination affirmed.' (US Anglicans have ordained women as 
priests since the mid-1970s; Browning consecrated the first female bishop in 
Anglicanism last February.) 


Tutu described himself as 'deeply convinced of the rightness of the ordination 
of women, especially in view of my own ministry in seeking to work for 
justice.' He added that when the issue is dealt with in the future, it must 
be 'in a way that will not tear our body apart.' 


At a synod session after the vote, one priest appeared in shirt and tie 
instead of customary clerical collar and cassock. As Torquil Paterson rose to 
speak, Tutu noted his violation of the dress code. Paterson said he would 
‘not be performing priestly functions in this church.' 


A chaplain to Tutu, Chris Ahrends, asked the archbishop to withdraw his 
license to function as a priest as a ‘symbolic gesture of solidarity with 
women who have been denied the priesthood.' Tutu asked Ahrends if he was not 
being rash, but agreed to withdraw the license for six months. 


In other action, the synod affirmed a 1987 resolution of its Standing 
Committee that ‘the major task' of the CPSA in the next years is to ‘intensify 
the mobilization of the people of God for the breakdown of the apartheid 
system' of white-minority supremacy in South Africa. Also, it supported the 
call of the CPSA bishops for economic sanctions to pressure the South African 
government to abolish apartheid, and sent greetings to four people in jail for 
refusing to serve in the South African army. 


Scottish Anglican action on women: In Scotland, meanwhile, the synod of the 
‘Scottish Episcopal Church, which also ordains women as deacons but not as 
priests, has voted (102-38) that individual diocesan bishops may allow women 
ordained as priests in other parts of Anglicanism to preside at celebrations 
of the eucharist, provided the women use the rite of their home church. Four 
of the Scottish Episcopal diocesan bishops oppose the ordination of women as 
priests, and three are in favour. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 
IRISH PRESBYTERIANS: NO 
TO NEW ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Service 89.07.19 


BELFAST - The Irish dimension of the proposed new Council of Churches for 
Britain and Ireland (CCBI), to replace the British Council of Churches in 
September 1990, has suffered a blow with the decision of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to refuse to join the new body. 


After the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland, PCI is the largest denomination on 
the divided island, whose northeastern quarter is part of the United Kingdom. 


The next largest Irish Christian groupings - Anglicans and Methodists - have 
approved CCBI membership, Anglican membership to be reviewed after two years. 
They and the Irish Presbyterians belong to the current BCC; the Roman Catholic 
Church in Ireland does not. The Roman Catholic Churches in Scotland and in 
England and Wales are expected to join CCBI. 


Besides rejecting full membership (453 to 289) the Presbyterian assembly also 
rejected a proposal for a three-year trial period of associate membership. 


William Craig, a former moderator, drew loud applause when he warned against 
PCI association with the 'unscriptural elements in Roman Catholicism' such as 
'the papacy, the Mass, and veneration of Mary'. Robert Dickinson, another 
former moderator, said CCBI ‘will share every principle, aspiration and 
deficiency' of the World Council of Churches (from which PCI withdrew about a 
decade ago), ‘with this important difference, that the new structure will do 
what even the WCC has not yet succeeded in doing: it will give a position of 
unprecedented influence and power to the Roman Catholic church as of right.' 


Harry Uprichard described membership of the new body by the Catholic and 
Orthodox churches as ‘intolerable’. He said that for Irish Presbyterians to 
join with them would be 'a compromise not of fear but of treachery'. 


A side effect of this decision has been to persuade the Roman Catholic Church 
in Ireland to apply for observer status with the new body, since the 
Presbyterian decision precludes Irish connection to CCBI through the 
Ballymascanlon Conference, which groups Roman Catholics and members of the 
Irish Council of Churches (including PCI). The Irish Roman Catholic bishops 
said they are ‘irrevocably committed' to ecumenism; they emphasized the need 
to strengthen and advance inter-church relations in Ireland. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Message to China Christian Council' EPS 89.07.20 


This message (5 June) to the China Christian Council was sent by General 
Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches just after Chinese 
troops cleared the main square in Beijing of demonstrators. An earlier 
message, sent during the demonstrations, appeared as EPS 89.06.41. 


-»- The World Council of Churches received with shock and profound 
consternation news about the army action in Beijing which resulted in the 
killing of hundreds of students and others who were peacefully demonstrating. 


The council is disturbed by this action which also caused grievous injuries to 
thousands. 


pects gea at of Churches conveys through you its condolence and sympathy 
by hin Gor es of the victims. It hopes that peaceful means will be found 
ee power to respond to the demands of the people for more freedom and 

ocracy. The council prays for all the people of China, specially for the 


suffering families, and for the Mi 
Christian Council. TEPS] nistry of Reconciliation of the China 


ECUTEXT: '‘'WSCF Statement on China’ EPS 89.07.21 


This is excerpted from a text released (13 June) by a nine-person delegation 
of the World Student Christian Federation following a visit to China which 
began 29 May and continued during and after Chinese troops cracked down on 
demonstrators in the main square in Beijing, the first weekend of June. 
Members of the delegation came from Hong Kong (2), Thailand, India (2), Cuba, 
Sri Lanka, FRG (West Germany), and Liberia. 


-.. We visited ... when the people of China were engaged in a struggle for 
democracy and freedom, and against corruption and nepotism. Martial law had 
already been enforced by the government in Beijing. 

As members of the Student Christian Movement we were encouraged to see that 
Students were the driving force and the frontline fighters in this struggle. 
The united front of students are not trying to overthrow the government, 
rather they are asserting democracy and freedom and legitimately claiming 
their rights to have their own say in the restructuring of the society. The 
Students demand that they be treated as equals and not as objects of 
authoritarian rule. 


The government showed an attitude of apathy to their constant call for 
dialogue. At Tiananmen Square in the capital city of Beijing, where the 
movement gathered momentum, the demonstrators decided to sit-in until their 
voice was heard by the government. Workers, university teachers, seminary 
students, peasants, and the general public expressed their solidarity, either 
by joining the sit-in or by participating in the demonstrations. 


There has been enormous restraint, both on the part of the students and the 
government that the nation-wide struggle, which began in the middle of April 
and drew millions of people into the streets across China, did not result in 
violence or chaos until the recent past. 


We cherish the hopes and aspirations of the students and other demonstrators 
in the Tiananmen Square. We heard their views and hopes. We hoped for 
peaceful dialogue between the demonstrators and the government. 


But it looks as if their hopes and our hopes are shattered. During the last 
few days, units of the Chinese Army have been engaged in the violent 
suppression of peaceful demonstrations in the streets of Beijing and the 
sit-in at Tiananmen Square. The indiscriminate and unprovoked use of 
military force has caused the death or injury of thousands of students and 
other innocent civilians. 


... We are concerned about the situation in the country which is deteriorating 
day by day and spreading far and wide and we are anxious about the people in 
the struggle. We mourn the students and the civilians who lost their lives in 
Beijing and other parts of the country. We thank God for their witness to 
God's purpose for humanity that human beings should live in freedom and 
dignity. We express our sympathy to the bereaved families. We deplore the 
use of force to suppress the democratic aspirations of the Chinese people. 
We share the sense of horror created by the brutal actions of the Chinese 
army, and condemn the misuse of power and the slaughter of innocent people. 


After visiting Beijing and Nanjing for one week, in the wake of violence and 
under the prevailing unfavourable circumstances, the delegation was compelled 
to cut short the programme .... We call upon the members and friends of the 
WSCF family to join in the international condemnation of the slaughter of the 
innocent people and express their solidarity with and prayerful support for 
the people of China .... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Edmond Browning: ‘Unity, Diversity in US Anglicanism’ EPS 89.07.22 


Browning is presiding bishop of the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church. 
This is excerpted from remarks (16 June) to the Episcopal Executive Council. 


He was reacting to a meeting earlier in the month in Fort Worth of people from 
about 300 Episcopal parishes who voted to set up the Episcopal Synod of 
America. At least for now, it intends to remain in the Episcopal Church as a 
'yoluntary association of dioceses and areas committed to upholding 
Evangelical faith and Catholic order.' Synod founders include six diocesan 


and 20 retired Episcopal bishops. 


The synod was precipitated by the election last year and consecration in 
Boston last February of Barbara Harris, the first female Anglican bishop. 


First ... I believe with all my heart that the unity we have in baptism is 
a gift whose preciousness we dare not squander, for it is a unity bought with 
the very blood of Christ. 


Second, ... the gifts of the ministry of ordained women over the last dozen 
years [since the ordination of women as priests and bishops was authorized by 
the Episcopal General Convention] have brought a new sense of wholeness to our 
life in Christ. These gifts are too precious, too tempered and true to be 
questioned and derided. 


With regard to the meeting in Fort Worth, I cannot over-emphasize my belief 
that those who disagree with the majority must not be marginalized in our 
church and will not be. This is not a political strategy. This is a 
theological necessity. 


We have worked to keep an open climate in our church. This climate ... is 
healthy and necessary. It was this climate that allowed the 1200 or so 
individuals ... to air convictions about the ordination of women, even though 
they are contrary to the prevailing understanding of the people of the 
Episcopal Church and the decision of the General Convention. I take seriously 
the issues raised in Fort Worth and ... the people who raised them. 


We are part of the worldwide Anglican Communion, as well as the larger 
Christian community. ... [and] we have always sought not to act in an 
arbitrary or isolated way. Indeed, the process which has brought our church 
to make ... provision for the ordination of women to the priesthood and 
episcopate has been recognized and affirmed every step of the way by 
successive actions of the Lambeth Conferences of Anglican bishops, by meetings 


of the Anglican Consultative Council, and by the primates [chief bishops] of 
the Anglican Communion. 


Because of this careful process, I believe we have much to offer other 
provinces now moving towards decisions on women's ordination we made in 1976. 
Most recently the Anglican Communion has spoken through the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Commission on Communion and Women in the Episcopate (the Eames 
Commission). ... In three months, the [Episcopal] House of Bishops will meet 


inns Central to our discussions at that meeting will be consideration of the 
ames Commission report and the primates' statement. 


ee neon hp e ies before us are of concern to the whole church, not just to 
ye sag 7 note or Executive Council, not just to the House of Bishops or 
re pena on. I therefore call on all Episcopalians to pray and work 

unity of our church, respecting the opinions of those who differ and 


finding room for all who seek 
beloved tradition. [EPS] eek to be faithful followers of Jesus within our 


ECUTEXT: ‘Faith and Order Address to the Pope’ EPS 89.07.23 


This is excerpted from an address by US Methodist theologian John Deschner, on 
behalf of the officers of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World 


Council of Churches, during a visit to Pope John Paul while they were meeting 
in Rome last March. 


-.. These are not easy times for serious ecumenical initiative, as all the 
churches are realizing. Yet they are crucial times for a more visible church 
koinonia, linked as it assuredly is to our common witness. 


That is all the more reason to thank you for the impressive contribution of 
the Roman Catholic church to Faith and Order work. 


We are grateful for the official Roman Catholic participation in Faith and 
Order, and indeed not just in some but in all aspects of our work. That 
participation has greatly strengthened the representative character of our 
commission, increased the scope and depth of its vision into the Gospel and 
greatly contributed to the credibility of our work. 


I must add that the theological competence of the Roman Catholic commissioners 
has also challenged many of us to spend extra hours in our studies and 
libraries learning to discern the apostolic foundations of all the churches 
more profoundly. 


Most particularly we would like to thank you for the full and thorough Roman 
Catholic participation in the study on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry'. 


This work is bearing remarkable fruit. ... More than 180 official responses 
have been received from churches thus far, among which the lengthy response 
from the Roman Catholic church has been one of the most clarifying and 
Geaprur. <<. 


Our great challenge in Faith and Order now is to discern in the responses the 
vital growing points, and to invite the churches in the right way to cultivate 
those points, and perhaps to explore together the necessity and also the 
limits of a theological diversity which is not only permissible but right and 
fruitful for a living church unity. That ecumenical dialogue is the essence 
of our work. 


We are well aware that Faith and Order is not an ecclesial entity apart from 
the churches, also not a sort of ecumenical magisterium. It is essentially a 
responsible conversation among the churches - a multilateral dialogue among 
all the bilateral dialogues. 


And both dialogues are important in a balanced ecumenical policy. The 
specificity of the bilateral dialogues is precious, and to them and to the 
Roman Catholic church in particular we owe astonishing progress on some of our 
deepest ecumenical problems. 


But the complementary role of the multilateral dialogue is also of crucial 
importance, for there we can express in an incomparable way our commitment to 
the unity of the whole Church of Christ. For the strong Roman Catholic 
support of both forms of dialogue we are grateful. 


-.. We feel curiously at home with you. ... Our main word to you is to thank 
you and the Roman Catholic church for your lively, prudent, and faithful 
commitment to our deepest concern, the unity of the church, and for 
demonstrating among us that remarkable Roman Catholic art of nourishing within 
that unity a good and fruitful diversity. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Australia Focus (III) - Church and Discrimination’ EPS 89.07.24 


This is abridged and adapted from National Outlook, an Australian ecumenical 
monthly. The author, Alan Matheson, is a Disciples minister on the staff of 
the Migrant Liaison Office of the Australian Council of Trade Unions. The 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches is to be held in Canberra, 
the Australian federal capital, in February 1991. Ealier items in this 
occasional pre-assembly series appeared as EPS 89.04.55; 07.12. 


Australian church bodies - Uniting, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Baptist - are 
among Australia's largest employers. Wesley Central Mission in Sydney, for 
example, has more employees than 80 percent of the businesses in Australia. 


Australian church bodies are institutions with a faith deeply rooted in an 
understanding of the integrity of Creation, in a commitment to justice and 
righteousness, and in a belief in community (koinonia). Yet they are also 
institutions which have rejected any examination by the state of their 
management practices towards their employees. 


By law, both the public and private sectors, either through equal-opportunity 
or affirmative-action programmes, must be able to demonstrate that their 
management practices do not discriminate on the basis of gender, disability, 
race or ethnic origin. But Australian church bodies have vigorously rejected 
any attempts by the state to include their institutions in such legislation. 


Also, while the issue of discrimination on the basis of religious belief is 
complex, nevertheless there is emerging evidence that religious discrimination 
is very closely linked with racial discrimination. As _ such, it cannot be 
ignored by Australian churches, whether it is Greek Australians getting access 
to local government resources or Islamic communities struggling to get 
planning permission to build places of worship. 


Australian institutions still discriminate. Too much of the church in 


Australia ignores the reality of prejudice, discrimination, and racist 
practices. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Sundar Clarke: ‘On the Year of the Girl Child’ EPS 89.07.25 


Clarke is bishop in Madras of the [United] Church of South India. This is 
excerpted from an Eastertide pastoral letter reminding his flock that 1989 has 
been declared the Year of the Girl Child. 


--. The birth of a girl child in the family is often not well received. We 
have inherited a value system that is very much male-dominated and that treats 
the woman as a liability in the family as well as in the community. 


This is ethically wrong and inhuman ... [and] wun-Christian. ... The Year of 
the Girl Child should sensitise our people about the prevailing discrimination 
against women, practised in our society even from the birth of the child .... 


We need to welcome the female child in the family with equal joy as at the 
arrival of the boy. We need to encourage the girls to grow and develop, 
providing equal opportunities for education, expression of talents, 
acquisition of skills, employment and even rights of inheritance to property. 


I urge the pastors and lay leaders in the churches to highlight these issues 


++. through regular teachin 
& stud and 
programmes of action .... [EPS] ad Tet ACrASD ood eee eee 


ECUVIEW: ‘Ballymascanlon: Mark 10' EPS 89.07.26 


This editorial appeared in the 5 May issue of the [Anglican] Church of 
Ireland Gazette. Ballymascanlon is the name for the series of meetings of 
Irish church leaders (from both the Republic and Northern Ireland) which began 
in 1973. The latest such meeting took Place at the end of April. 


Inevitably those who participated in previous Ballymascanlons will compare 
them with this meeting and ask if significant progress has been made. And it 
is a proper question. 


The first meeting ... followed an initiative taken by the Irish Council of 
Churches asking for a top level meeting between representatives of the 
churches to discuss practical divisive issues and in particular mixed 
marriages. 


The late Cardinal Conway proposed a broadening of the discussions to include 
the whole range of ecumenical dialogue - pastoral, scriptural, doctrinal and 
practical. There was agreement on this broadening of the scope of the meeting. 


What then of the [latest] Inter-Church Meeting ...? What evidence did this 
meeting provide about church relations in Ireland and the ways in which the 
churches are responding to the wider religious trends and to the issues raised 
by the 'troubles' and violence of the last 20 years? 


The meeting was marked by an act of worship, a report on young people and the 
church, and a report which was not even discussed even though it dealt with 
mixed marriages, which was one of the main reasons for the proposal to hold 
these inter-—church meetings. 


After a formal welcome participants assembled in the chapel for worship. It 
was a simple and moving service to which contributions were made by the staff 
and students of the Institute of Religious Education at Mount Oliver, Dundalk, 
where the meeting was held. 


The Rev. P. Doyle, Society of Jesus, preached and provided wise and helpful 
guidelines for all concerned for the faith, the kingdom of God and the 
churches in Ireland, and in that order. 


He saw ecumenism, ‘call it a dialogue between the churches or a movement 
towards their unity', as a sign of the spirit of God. 


He spoke of the mutual goodwill and growing understanding between the churches 
as signs of the unpredictability of the Spirit and providing 'a firm hope in 
the equally unknowable future’. 


There were possibilities 'which can appear to us as quite unattainable or even 
quite unacceptable'. He suggested that the ‘early disciples had an advantage 
--. in coping with the unexpected creativity of God. They had as yet a 
minimum of structures or institutions.' 


Father Doyle saw 'the significant changes in the relationships of the churches 
in recent years' as ‘surely a sign of the same Spirit at work'. But he also 
drew attention to the ‘barriers beyond which we are certain that we cannot 
proceed', 


He continued 'yet do we know with such certainty what is the form of unity 
that Jesus requires for all Christians now? If we suddenly saw it ... would 
we recognize it?' [over] 


ireland/2 


He then confessed ‘that our state of disunity as followers of one Lord arose 
from honest beliefs combined with human frailty, ignorance, pride and above 
all the lack of openness to the Spirit'. 


It was a splendid address and set the tone for this and other ecumenical 
occasions. 


The main theme on the agenda was the presentation of the report prepared by 
the members of the Irish Inter-Church Working Party on Young People and the 
Church. This was a six-page summary of a longer 46—page document. 


This report was based on work with 746 relatively committed young members of 
the church. The presentation of this report was impressive and balanced. 


It was claimed, and correctly, that the churches must take a look at 
themselves and their role in Ireland rather than looking at young people and 
their role in and response to the churches. There was the frank and needed 
admission that 'vast numbers' of the young are alienated from the church and 
turning away from the traditional practices and expressions of religion. 


There is one particular finding of the Report on Young People which needs to 
be given more attention in the context of the inter-church meetings. The 
report states that the majority of both Catholics (65 percent) and Protestants 
(54 percent) believe 'the churches are a source of division in Northern 
Ireland’. 


This assessment of the divisive influence of the churches made a disturbing 
contrast with the lack of realism and urgency about this divisive influence in 
the agenda of the meeting. 


This was illustrated by the way in which the bland report of the Inter-Church 
Standing Committee on Mixed Marriages was made available to the meeting. It 
was given to participants without any presentation or considerations. Two 
comments are needed. 


First, this report claimed that ‘every effort is being made to work within the 
present norms and do everything possible to help the couple in the inter- 
church marriage.' Those who deal with mixed marriages in Ireland and are 
aware of the compassion and sensitivity with which they are treated in some 
other parts of the world know how misleading that claim is. 


Secondly this working party deals with trends and not cases. Certainly 
trends influence and are made by cases. But to the people involved it is 
cases that matter and they need to be dealt with as well as trends. 


Towards the end of the meeting Dr David Poole of Dublin asked about concern 
for the disadvantaged and underprivileged who are suffering more and more in 
efforts to protect and strengthen the economy. 


His point did not receive the attention and concern it deserved. 


There were some encouraging aspects of this year's Inter-Church Meeting. But 
in general it said too little about too much. 


Certainly an impartial observer could not echo the words ‘now, God be thanked 
who has matched us with his hour.' [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/23) 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Senegal-Mauritania, conflict (item 1, 10 July) 
Lebanon, violent shelling (item 3, 10 July) 
Namibia (item C, 29 June) 


Also available is a review of CICARWS emergency cases for May/June. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


With All God's People: The New Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. The main 

volume, with material to allow the church and all people in the countries 
of the world to be prayed for in the course of 52 weeks, costs 25 Swiss 
francs, 14.95 US dollars, or 9.75 UK pounds. A companion volume of 
worship suggestions related to various seasons and subjects costs 13.50 
Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. Purchased together, the 
volumes cost 32.50 Swiss francs, 19.50 US dollars, or 12.50 UK pounds. 


When We Pray Together by Emilio Castro, #40 in the Risk book series: 
8.50 Swiss francs, 4.50 US dollars, or 3.50 UK pounds. 


Spirituality in Interfaith Dialogue edited by Tosh Arai and Wesley al 
Ariarajah: 12.50 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


In July, because of the WCC Central Committee in Moscow, use the following 
Geneva number to contact the editor and other EPS colleagues: 


41-22/791.6089 (between 7h00 and 14h00 GMT, Mondays through Fridays) 
(The Geneva fax number remains the same: 41-22/798 .1346) 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is an ecumenically— 
supported source of information about Namibia. One of its recent offerings is 
background on UN Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. 


Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (475 Riverside Drive, Room 
566, New York NY 10115) has information available on challenges to corporate 
policies by US religious groups. : 


A fifth packet of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation is available from WCC/JPIC. === The May WCC Refugees Newsletter 
focuses on Central America. === Renewal from the Roots is a report on base 


ecclesial communities in Brazil by WCC/RCL. === Address for all three is Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. programme of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 21 July. 


ah rarer subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
4 pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch 
uilders 
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EVANGELISM SEEN AS QUESTION Ecumenical Press 
OF LIFE, NOT JUST APOLOGETICS Service 89.07.27 


MOSCOW - Describing evangelism as ‘fundamental to the ecumenical calling of 

the World Council of Churches", Emilio Castro devoted his general secretary's 
report to the 40th meeting of the WCC Central Committee (here, 17-26 July) to 
exploring the second constitutional function of the WCC: 'to facilitate the 
common witness of the churches in each place and in all places; to support the 
churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task.' 


Castro gave special attention to questions in three areas: human life in society, 
biotechnology, and encounter with people of other faiths. 


Warning that today's prevailing pragmatism risks the reduction of the human 
being ‘to an economic variable', Castro pointed to what he called a 'new 

social dynamism' in the socialist world. "All dogmatism is being questioned'; 
and there is wide acknowledgement that 'the corruption of power and bureaucratic 
inertia have replaced creativity as the motor of society’. 


This situation, he said, calls for Christian witness, not only through personal 
diakonia 'to bring gospel values into the daily life of the community', 

but also through participation, especially by theologians, in 'national 

public debate to determine essential values’. 


In the West, Castro noted, the philosophy of the Enlightenment 'has culminated 
in a secular pragmatism and consumerism ... Religion has become privatized 
and market competitiveness has become the new idol’. 


A current illustration, he said, is the heated debate over social provisions 

for workers as the European Community seeks to move towards economic integration 
in 1992. "In the prevailing thought', he observed, 'social costs are regarded 
as a burden damaging to international competitiveness'. 


Castro drew a connection between the WCC's conciliar process for Justice, 

Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) and this dimension of the evangelistic 
calling. JPIC, he said, is 'first and foremost the affirmation of a new 
relationship between human beings and the creation, a new covenant of responsibility 
between present and future generations. In short, it is a new way of proclaiming 
the gospel message, pointing towards Jesus Christ as the one in whom the 

forces of destruction have been condemned, the bridges of reconciliation 

built and in whom the full dignity of the life of each and every human being 

and the integrity of creation are affirmed.' 


Questions raised by biotechnology - the subject of a plenary session (17 

July) - go beyond those of 'the potential of science for good and evil', 
Castro said, to the very definition of humanity: 'the affirmation or denial 
of human freedom and integrity, the possibility of a transcendent relationship 
with the mystery of God.' The Christian faith, he suggested, is 'clearly 

set on a collision course with the extreme claims of certain contemporary 
expressions of science and technology' which threaten 'the demise of freedom 
in the definition of the human'. 


Insisting that knowledge of the natural world cannot set the limits of 
revelation, Castro said ‘the proclamation of the good news and God's liberating 
will in Jesus Christ will assert ethical demands for justice and respect 

for human dignity' in science and technology. While science may help us 

"to read the mind of God, ... we will constantly be proclaiming the human 
values which all scientific and technological research must serve.' [over] 


evangelism/2 


The general secretary warned against consid 
the consequences of scientific research apart from the issue of economic Oe 
power 'which sets the options for such research'. Consequently, ‘the evangelizing 
word may come to us from the people who are directly involved with the questions, 
possibilities and uncertainties in the laboratory -.. But they will also 


come from the people who, far from the laboratories, feel in their own lives 
the aggressive impact of technology which they cannot influence or control.' 


ering ethical questions about 


Castro said the ecumenical movement must ‘maintain a living link between 

the scholars and the meek of the earth, between the wisdom of the humble 

and scientific research. The affirmation of new life in Christ and of 

the dimension of spirituality in the middle of a genetic chain that only 

seemed to be affected by chance but now is subject to the influence of technological 
power is an evangelizing vocation that challenges us and calls for our cooperative 
efforts. 


Born in the missionary tradition of the 19th century, the ecumenical movement 
has always been concerned with Christian relationships to people of other 
faiths. This is not just 'a question of co-existence or pro-existence 

of the different religious groups', Castro said; it is also as ‘an attitude 
of dialogue, an attitude of respect for the neighbour in keeping with that 
shown by God in Jesus Christ.' 


Interfaith encounter has led, Castro noted, to a more personal question: 
‘What have I learned about my own Christian faith from the faith of others?' 
Posing this question, he said, does not in any way ‘affirm that the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is to be found in other religions. ... Rather, it calls 

us to let ourselves be challenged by others and to try in the spirit of 

the cross to explain in words and deeds the reality of a love which seeks 
to embrace us all equally.' 


Castro also identified a third level of ecumenical debate about interfaith 
relations: ‘the whole significance of religious or philosophical movements 
within the universal perspective of the Christian faith.' This debate, 

he said, has been enriched by the WCC's World Conference on Mission and 
Evangelism in San Antonio in May; and he predicted it would be further 
illuminated by the 'reflection on the Holy Spirit on which we have embarked’ 


in preparation for the WCC Seventh Assembly in February 1991 in Canberra 
(Australia). 


"But none of the three levels of our ecumenical experience in the matter 

of the role and place of other faiths questions the central tenet of our 
faith', Castro said, 'that God was in Christ reconciling the world to God's 
own self. ... The missionary conviction of the Christian faith is not called 
into question, but rather is purified, strengthened, and deepened when we 
place ourselves alongside our neighbours of other faiths in an attitude 


of respect, of listening and appreciation of the cultural and spiritual 
treasures which belong to them.' 


Because of the religious dimension of many conflicts in the world today, 
Castro said, any future WCC structure will have to equip the Council 'to 
relate to the churches and religious phenomena in quite specific situations 
where interreligious tension seems to be reaching a breaking point.' 


Summing up, the general secretary noted that in each of the three areas 

he discussed - as well as in other WCC activities which seek to 'bear witness 

to the God of justice, consolation and reconciliation' - ‘participation 

in the total life of society ... is a pragmatic necessity, but even more 

it isa fundamental requirement of the gospel, which points towards the 

incarnation of God in Jesus Christ ... When all is said and done, for the 


great mass of the people, evangelism is not a i . 
of 13F7e0e7 . [ERS] question of apologetics but 


WCC MODERATOR HELD Ecumenical Press 
ACCENTS EXCHANGES Service 89.07.28 


MOSCOW - A vision of the World Council of Churches as a community that facilitates 
exchange of traditions and experiences at all levels of church life was accented 
by Heinz-Joachim Held in his written moderator's report at the opening session 

of the WCC Central Committee meeting here (17-26 July). 


Noting that this is the 158-member committee's last full meeting before the 
WCC Seventh Assembly (February 1991), which will elect a new committee, Held 
urged the body to keep 'ways and means for the WCC in the more distant future' 
in mind during its deliberations, 


Giving the meeting special importance, besides the 'pressure of time from 

the forthcoming Assembly', is its Moscow venue, Held said, ‘at a time when 

new opportunities are opening up for Christian service by the churches of 

this country for the greater good of all its people.' This year's 400th 
anniversary of the founding of the Moscow Patriarchate, he added, is a reminder 
of 'the deep roots that the Christian church has in the life of the Russian 
nation.' 


Among key issues facing the WCC, Held singled out discussions of WCC ‘organization 
and style', the search for a 'vital and coherent' ecumenical theology, preparation 
and follow-up of the upcoming World Convocation on Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation (JPIC) and the desirability of closer cooperation among 

the WCC, its member churches and other ecumenically-active bodies. 


Held observed that any search 'for more realistic structures and a more appropriate 
style of working' cannot be separated from 'the wider question of how we 
understand the place and role' of the WCC in an ecumenical situation greatly 
altered since the WCC's formation in 1948. It is the WCC members, he said, 

‘who must say how they understand the World Council, what they expect of 

it and how they want to draw on it in their own ecumenical endeavours.' 


He described continuing reflections on 'vital and coherent' ecumenical theology, 
mandated by the WCC Sixth Assembly (1983) and the subject of a full-day discussion 
by the Executive Committee last February, as ‘useful and important' but 'only 

a stopgap measure’. 


What is needed now ‘is direct discussion and encounter among individuals 
and groups which enables the different church traditions and contexts of 
experience in the ecumenical movement to confront one another ... 

Common thinking grows out of the recognition of a common experience; and 
that in turn leads to common action.' 


The WCC has always facilitated discussion and encounter, said the moderator. 
But, he added, 'we should be even more careful that ... we do not stop short 
at the unrelated juxtaposition of the various theological traditions and 
approaches that exist among us ... The common biblical and theological 
foundations for all our work should be made more convincingly evident.' 


Calling the JPIC convocation, in Seoul next March, 'a necessary step towards 
the common witness of all churches in regard to the questions of the moment 
which relate to the survival of humanity', Held urged the Central Committee 
to authorize the convocation to go ahead on the scale originally planned, 
despite financial limitations. Even more important than the meeting itself, 
he said, is 'where we go from there'. [over] 


exchanges/2 


The moderator concluded by calling for 'more organic links between the work 

of the WCC and that of the Christian World Communions for the promotion of 
unity among their member churches. This likewise holds good for the regional 
ecumenical organizations, but also for closer cooperation with the Roman 
Catholic Church, wherever possible and desired.' 


There are sometimes difficulties in the relationship between the WCC and 

its member churches, Held acknowledged. Among critical areas he identified 
'the way in which the churches perceive political responsibility', 'their 
understanding of the kingdom of God', the 'significance of its promises for 
Christian ethical behaviour', and 'efforts to couch our prayer and worship 

in language which corresponds to our understanding of the fellowship of women 
and men in the church today, without contradicting the tradition of the ancient 
undivided church which we all recognize.' 


Basically, he said, it is in, the Central Committee that 'such questions must 
be discussed and settled'; and for that reason he called on the Committee 
‘to find more time to become such a forum for controversial and clarifying 
discussion’. 


Before Held gave his report, eight committee members and five advisers were 

named as a Public Issues Committee. As recommended by the Executive Committee, 
they prepared texts on Namibia, Palestine and the Occupied Territories, and 
Lebanon. A first draft of these was presented to the full committee for oral or 
written comments. After consideration of these, the Public Issues Committee , 
submitted a final draft for Central Committee adoption, along with explanations of 
their responses to suggested changes. Other proposed topics for public statements 
could also be submitted in writing. 


Additional procedures for making public statements adopted at this meeting, 
said WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, are intended to 'liberate us from 
the compulsion to address every issue.' Members were also provided a summary 
of WCC actions on public issues since the last Central Committee meeting. 


Welcoming the first-ever official delegation from the [North] Korean Christians 
Federation to a WCC Central Committee meeting, Castro said the opportunity 
for discussion between them and church leaders from South Korea during the 


next ten days is "part of our particular Christian contribution to the process 
of. reunification ofsthale counties. 


For several years the WCC has been active in organizing contacts between 
church leaders from the two parts of Korea. 


Rogeneee oe eo (EPS 89.07.29), a greeting was received from Frére 

ae sere on behalf of thousands of young people currently gathered 

=e ecumenical community. He assured the Central Committee of 
ir prayers for the Moscow meeting and for the church in the USSR. 


aubotnt cea fide ir terrae also heard from Yuri Christoradnov, newly- 

giaie: cantate es ed a. soviet government Council on Religious Affairs. 

Bnd ita aohatelte i the ecumenical movement for its engagement in society 

Ricolad Aerie ag af fect and read a message from Soviet Prime Minister 

ea lahat me nf ‘praised wcC activities for peace and justice. Speaking 
€lationship between church and state in the USSR, the prime minister 


spok inni 
Bae eet at for a new beginning to open up the country and to work 
all people for the welfare of humanity. [EPS] 


PATRIARCHS IGNATIOS, PIMEN Ecumenical Press 
OFFER ECUMENICAL MESSAGES Service 89.07.29 


MOSCOW - In a sermon and in a greeting read by a colleague, two 
Eastern Orthodox patriarchs spoke during the first day of the 
meeting here of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches (17-26 July). 


Preaching at worship which opened the meeting, Patriarch Ignatios IV 
of Antioch, who is based in Damascus, said Christianity "puts the 
person and the communion of persons before every system, every idea, 
even the idea of the good’. 


Ecumenism, he said, is 'neither relativism nor superficial schemes, 
but a summons to grow together' into Christ. 


He described the modern age as one of 'integrisms behind which lie 
anxiety', in which ‘each community tends to fall back on its own 
identity by defining itself over against the others’. 


In a message read for him by Metropolitan Vladimir of Rostov and 
Novocherkask, Patriarch Pimen, senior church leader in the Soviet 
Union, said the church 'not only supports the efforts of the govern- 
ment and of all the forces coming out for ... changes in our society, 
but also sees in this challenge her future and new prospects for 
Christian witness'. 


Pimen referred to ‘crucial changes and developments connected with 
perestroika, glasnost, plurality of opinions, new thinking, the 
extending and deepening of democracy, the revision of economic 
development, and building a state of law' now underway in Soviet 
society. 


Pimen said the attitude toward the church in much of society has 
improved; he said that while church and state are separate in the 
Soviet Union, church and society are not. 


WCC membership in the Soviet Union includes two nationwide bodies - 
the Russian Orthodox Church and the All Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists - as well as Eastern Orthodox in Georgia, Oriental 
Orthodox in Armenia, and Lutherans in Estonia and Latvia. 


Speaking on behalf of the host committee of all six, Russian Orthodox 
Metropolitan Philaret of Minsk said three ‘interrelated tasks now 

Occupy the central place in the public activities of our churches ... 
the moral up-bringing of the people of God, charity, and peacemaking'. 


He said current Soviet church-state relations 'have taken an 
exceptionally favourable course'. As a result, there are 'new oppor- 
tunities for religious life, witness, and service', including 'procla- 
Mation of the gospel of Christ in our secularized society', and 
"greater access and possibilities for the churches in our public 

mass media'. 


He said the church is also working on perestroika in the church . 
"aimed at the solution of urgent tasks in the life of the church, 
and at the beneficial renewal of our common home'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 


TEWS WCC 
GROUP REV. Service 89.07.30 


INTERFAITH DIALOGUES 


CASABLANCA (Marlin VanElderen) - An overview of the status of interreligious 
dialogue initiatives by the World Council of Churches was the main item on 
the agenda when the WCC Dialogue Working Group met here (20-29 June). 


The meeting, which brought together about 40 people from more than 20 countries, 
also made a preliminary evaluation of a WCC study on 'theological discoveries 
in interfaith dialogue’. On the basis of the discussion, which included 
reports from half-a-dozen local groups engaged in the study, planning was 

begun for an international conference on the theology of religion, in January 
1990. 


A special message from Morocco's King Hassan II, read to the conference by 
the country's minister of Islamic affairs, expressed appreciation for WCC 
efforts to break down barriers between people and to open up a future of 
‘one human family united in a world founded on justice and peace’. 


The king described Morocco as ‘a Muslim country very attached to its religion 
and to the spiritual and ethical values and principles which are the basis 

of Islam'. But, he said, Moroccans are ‘animated by an ardent desire for 
openness, a marked spirit of dialogue and a firm faith in human relations 
built on coexistence’. 


Except for a small community of about 7000 Jews, the origins of which go 
back more than 20 centuries, all Moroccans are counted as Muslims. 

There are several Christian congregations and religious communities, but 
their members - estimated at 40 000 - are all expatriates, mostly Europeans 
and Africans working there. 


The opening session of the meeting was devoted to a presentation of the religious 
situation in Morocco, led by Casablanca Rabbi Claude Sultan, University of 
Rabat Professor Abdessalam Boumijdid and Pastor Hans-Ulrich Reitzel. 


Participants made separate presentations on recent developments and future 
prospects in relations between Christians and Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus 
and adherents of traditional religions. There were also reports on Christian- 
Sikh and Christian-Confucianist dialogue. 


Although the WCC has no ongoing programme of dialogue with Sikhs or Confucianists, 
Sikh representatives have taken part in several WCC-sponsored multi-faith 


meetings, and last year the WCC cooperated in organizing a dialogue in Hong 
Kong between Christians and Confucianists. 


Discussions after each presentation sought to establish priorities for ecumenical 
dialogue with each religion. A recurrent theme was the need for the WCC 
to take account of the great diversity within each religious tradition as 


well as the variety of attitudes towards interfaith dialogue within the WCC 
constituency. 


Several participants urged the subunit to give more attention to dialogue 
with traditional religions. In the past several years, there has been one 
dialogue with members of traditional religions in Africa and another in Canada. 


pitas insisted time and again that interfaith dialogue, far from being 
a theoretical exercise for academic specialists, must take into account daily 


SRCOMNEOrs tensions, and conflicts between members of different religious 
communities. [EPS] 


EASTERN, ORIENTAL ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
IN JOINT STATEMENT OF FAITH Service 89.07.31 


WADI-EL-NATROUN (Egypt) - Representatives of the two families of Orthodoxy - 
Eastern and Oriental - have agreed on a joint statement of common faith which 
would overcome a major obstacle to restoration of full communion between them 
after more than 1500 years of separation. 


The two families split in the fifth century, when Oriental Orthodox did not 
participate in the Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon. 


The agreed text presents a 'simple reverent statement! of aspects of the 'common 
apostolic faith of the undivided,|church of the first centuries.' 


Traditionally, differences between the two families have centred on the Eastern 
confession of two natures (divine and human) in Jesus Christ, and the Oriental 
affirmation of one united divine-human nature. 


Says the joint statement: 'The four adverbs used to qualify the mystery of 
the hypostatic union belong to our common tradition - without co-mingling 


or confusion (asyngchytés), without change (atreptés), without separation 
(achoristés) and without division (adiairetés). 


Those among us who speak of two natures in Christ, do not thereby deny their 
inseparable, indivisible union; those among us who speak of one united divine- 
nature in Christ do not thereby deny the continuing dynamic presence in Christ 
of the divine and the human, without change, without confusion.' 


The statement includes a condemnation of the 'Nestorian and the Eutychian 
heresies. We neither separate nor divide the human nature in Christ from 
his divine nature, nor do we think that the former was absorbed in the latter 
and thus ceased to exist.' 


It also expresses agreement about 'the person and work of God the Holy Spirit, 


who proceeds from the Father alone, and is always adored with the Father and 
the Son.' 


The commission appointed a 10-person sub-committee for 'pastoral problems 
between churches of the two families.' It is to report at the next commission 
meeting, near Geneva, in September 1990. 


That meeting is also to consider ‘historical factors', contemporary interpretations 
of christological dogmas, and various 'conciliar formulations and anathemas' 
(strong condemnations) made by the two families. 


In some cases (Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem), there 
are now both Oriental and Eastern patriarchs for the same see. 


Co-chairing the joint commission are Metropolitan Damiskinos of Switzerland 
(Eastern) and Bishop Bishoy of Damiette (Egypt, Oriental). [EPS] 


Gorbathevy: ‘I am baptized' EPS 89.07.32 
PARIS - Asked by a journalist during his recent trip to France if he had been 
baptized, Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev said he had, 'and', he added, 

"I think there is nothing strange about that.'. Gorbachev's mother was a 
Christian. [EPS] 


NORTH AMERICAN CHURCH BODIES Ecumenical Press 
ACT ON VARIETY OF ISSUES Service 89.07.33 


GENEVA - In recent weeks, several church bodies have acted on a wide 
variety of ecumenical and social issues. 


Meeting in Fort Worth (Texas/USA), the 17th General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ declared that the UCC is in 'full communion" with the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). That means closer relationship 
between the two denominations, but not organizational merger. 4 


The synod okayed a consensus text prepared by representatives of the UC 
and eight other denominations in the Consultation on Church Union as 

'an expression ... of the apostolic faith, order, worship, and witness 
of the church ... and a sufficient theological basis for the covenantin 
acts and the uniting process proposed ... by the consultation.' 


The synod also approved a text which lays groundwork for eventual full 
communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, approved a 
new post of ‘assistant to the president for ecumenical concerns', and 
called for a UCC-wide gathering on 'renewing the ecumenical covenant’. 


Synod delegates elected Paul Sherry to succeed the retiring Avery Post 
as UCC president, and decided to move UCC headquarters from New York 
to Cleveland. They also approved a text on ‘Christian Faith, Economic 
Life, and Justice'. It urges a transformation of the world economy™*to 
ensure justice for all. 


The synod approved pronouncements on 'the church and genetic engineerin 
and on UCC ministry with Pacific Islanders and Asian Americans. In the 
wake of a US Supreme Court decision during the synod allowing states 

to set some restrictions on abortion, it reaffirmed its support for a 
society in which a 'full range of reproductive options are available 

to all women regardless of economic circumstances’. 


Meeting in Grand Rapids (Michigan), the Synod of the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America suspended its relationship of ‘ecclesiastical 
fellowship' with the white Reformed Churches in South Africa (GKSA) 
because GKSA has not taken a stand against apartheid, the South 
African system of race separation with white supremacy. The CRCNA 
Says apartheid is a sin, and the theological justification of it a 


heresy. A CRCNA decision on whether to end the suspension is to be 
taken in” 19972. 


Currently, CRCNA women may be deacons, but not elders or ministers. 
The synod decided that issue is one of church order, not creed, when 

pl = ruled that a seminary professor who has spoken in favour of opening 
all offices to women is not violating his vows as an office bearer. 


But a CRCNA congregation in Washington which ordains women as elders 
was told to cease that practice. 


Meeting in Lake Junaluska (North Carolina), about 150 representatives oO 
seven US and Mexican Methodist denominations urged withdrawal of all 
foreign investments from South Africa, and called for a meeting between 
Methodist leaders and US President George Bush to 'share our concern... 
for the deteriorating situation in Israel, and the suffering of the 
Palestinian people in the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem’. 
Participants also supported the creation of an international team of 
pes tous observers to monitor the independence process in Namibia to 
help 'prevent abuses and intimidation' there. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL APPEALS EXTENDED: Ecumenical Press 
US$6M FOR MOZAMBIQUE, UGANDA Service 89.07.34 


GENEVA - The World Council of Churches has extended two appeals - for 
an additional 4 million US dollars to help with relief and rehabilita- 


tion in Mozambique, and another 2 million for rural rehabilitation in 
Uganda. 


In his cover letter for the Mozambique appeal, Director Klaus Poser of 
the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) speaks of a deterioration 
of the security situation, growing food shortages, the high cost of 
purchasing and airlifting food, severe flooding in parts of the country, 
and a below-average harvest last April. 


In his cover letter about Uganda, Poser describes the situation in parts 
of Uganda as 'very complex and hard to understand', with highly armed 
rebel groups and cattle rustlers operating. He also notes that 'many 
people have no purchasing power in an economy with rampant inflation' 

of several hundred percent a year. [EPS] 


MALAYSIA: ECUMENICAL GROUP Ecumenical Press 
WARNS AGAINST AMENDMENTS Service 89.07.35 


KUALA LUMPUR - The Christian Federation of Malaysia (PKM) has sent a 
telegram to all members of Parliament urging them to vote against 
proposed amendments which would take away from the courts the power 
to question detention and other orders of the executive. 


PKM calls proposals to 'remove the role of the courts to check 
possible excesses and abuses by the executive ... totally undemocratic 
and against international human-rights standards’. 


The federation reiterates its position that 'laws that allow for pre- 
ventive detention or detention without trial, like the Internal 
Security Act 1960, are an affront to the dignity and basic rights of 
an individual and must be repealed'. 


It says 'the whole issue of preventive detention laws and their continued 
use in our country' ought to be 'referred to a royal commission to allow 

for representation to be made on the subject by all interested parties". 

[EPS] 


Jerusalem: Orthodox patriarchate calls off dialogues EPS 89.07.36 
JERUSALEM - The Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem says 
it will no longer engage in theological dialogue with Christians of 

other traditions. Patriarch Diodoros said 'heterodox' (other Christians) 
have been using such dialogues to steal members of his flock. He 
reiterated an Orthodox view that his tradition has the fullness of 
Christian truth. His complaint about other Christian traditions was 
directed in particular against Roman Catholicism. [EPS] 


Ecuview/Emilio Castro: 'Biotechnology' EPS 89.07.37 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 
This is excerpted from his report to the annual meeting of the 
wcc Central Committee (Moscow, 17-26 July). 


..-. Paradoxically, the intentionality of research - which is ; 
largely under the control, direction and initiative of macro-economic 
interests and powers - affirms the importance of options, priorities 
and purpose in understanding reality. On the other hand, in view 

of the obvious relationship between market or political forces, 
technological developments and scientific research, we cannot 

fail to put forward other values, other affirmations about the 
dimension of purpose, freedom, integrity and justice, which cannot 
be explained by the content of research as such, but by the ideal 

of humanity, the vision of a spirituality to the service of which 

we would like to see the whole intellectual process of humanity... 


Our evangelizing concern [in questions of biotechnology] 
is not confined to the field of ethics. Rather, we hope that Christians 
engaged in the world of research will join with us to identify 
the real questions and to begin to formulate a few faltering responses 
to_them. 


The evangelizing word may come to us from the people who are directly 
involved with the questions, possibilities and uncertainties in 

the laboratory and from practical application. But they will also 
come from the people who, far from the laboratories, feel in their 
own lives the aggressive impact of technology which they cannot 
influence or control. It is they, the meek of the earth, who will 
remind us of the dimensions of responsibility and power which 

cannot be reduced to laboratory coordinates, but are urgent questions 
that require us to take sides in the struggle for justice, ethical 
values and solidarity. The meek of the earth have Jesus Christ 

as the standard-bearer of humanity who promises fullness of life 

and solidarity. We cannot proclaim the Good News in the world 

of science, nor expect the expressions of technology to affirm 

the good news, unless the dimension of justice - the demand for 
humanity raised by the humble of the earth - remains the fundamental 
factor in determining the scientific, technological and intellectual 
options of our community. 


To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to speak a name which 

rings strangely in the world of genes and mutations and phenomena 
evolving over billions of years. But the name of Jesus Christ 

speaks of a historic action inwhich human limitations, sin, agressive- 
ness are not simply actively assumed as a responsibility, assumed 

as guilt, and find historic response in his redemptive death on 

the cross. In Jesus Christ the new life which is offered is a 

process of sanctification, opening the way for the transformation 

of the whole of reality as a purpose intrinsically present in 

the creative energies of creation, and as a vocational project 

to which all human beings, scientists or otherwise, are called. 

The advent of biotechnology calls the churches to re-examine the 
fundamental Christian understandings of the creation and the relation- 
ship between God, humanity, and the created world. In the process, 

the fresh resources of biblical witness and the declaration of 

the churches' ancient creeds - all beginning with faith in God 

as the Creator and Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible 


and invisible - must be reaffirmed to give a foundation for addressing 
challenges of biotechnology. [EPS] . 


ECUVIEW/Philaret of Minsk: 'Current Challenges for the USSR Church' EPS 89.07.38 


Philaret of Minsk and Byelorussia chairs the Department for External Church 
Relations of the Russian Orthodox Church. This is excerpted from his greeting 
on behalf of the ecumenical host committee for the meeting in Moscow (17-26 
July) of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches [EPS 


--- There are three interrelated tasks which occupy now the central place 

in the public activities of our churches. These are the moral upbringing 

of the people of God, charity, and peacemaking. Pure witness to peace, 

justice and fraternity of all people within one human family, as well as 

our efforts for the renewal of our society find a hearty welcome and understanding 
among the Soviet public at large, and are positively received by the State 
leadership. 


The current state-church relations in our country have taken an exceptionally 


favourable course. The publication of the draft law on the freedom of conscience 
and on the religious associations with its following adoption by the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR are close at hand. This law, we believe, will seal that 


considerable progress already made by our churches and religious associations. 


In the result of the positive changes in our Soviet society there are opening 
up new opportunities for the religious life, witness and service. 


Among our most immediate tasks we see the following: 
- the proclamation of the gospel of Christ in our secularized society; 


- the catechization and Christian upbringing of adults based on the free 
choice of convictions; 


- the 'perestroika' of the theological education and the formation of new 
personnel for pastoral and parish activities; 


- consideration of the specific contribution by women and youth to the life 
of the churches; 


- greater access and possibilities for the churches in our public mass media, 
including the church press and publication of religious and theological 
literature, so important for the churches to fulfil the major objectives 
of their calling - to preach the Word of God and to guide people towards 
salvation; 


-~ the active involvement in and responsible attitude to the social and 
political life of our society on the part of the religious population 
in the Soviet Union; 


- the organization and expansion of the social, educational and charity 
activities of the churches; 


- getting the spiritual life going in the emerging communities and 
religious associations; 


- the restoration of the churches and other centres for religious life 
handed over to the religious believers. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "WCC Members in the Soviet Union' EPS 89.07.39 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This 
is excerpted from his introduction to a booklet prepared for the 
meeting in Moscow (17-26 July) of the WCC Central Committee. The 
six USSR-based WCC members are Eastern Orthodox (Russian, Georgian), 
Oriental Orthodox (Armenian), Lutheran (Estonian, Latvian), and 
Baptist (AUCECB). 


... These [six] churches in the Soviet Union, though they do not 
as yet have a national forum, have much in common. All of them 
witness to Christ and to his church in the radically secularized 
Soviet socialist society. They make common efforts to tackle the 
problems of the nation. They have a sense of common destiny. With 
all of us, they are part of the same ecumenical fellowship. 


They are also united in their deep commitment to peace and justice. 
For them, as for us, peace is a gospel imperative. Their common 

peace commitment is also a response to the experience of unprecedented 
suffering the people of the Soviet Union went through during the 
second world war. Their wholehearted participation in the Peace 
Conferences in Moscow in 1977 and 1982 and the International Peace 
Forum in 1987 was an eloquent witness to the churches' commitment 

to the cause of peace. 


The record of the churches' struggle for peace has not gone unnoticed 
by the government and the nation as a whole. Through patient and 
dedicated service, the churches have increasingly won the respect 

and the sympathy of the Soviet people. 


Today the churches in the Soviet Union face a new future full of 
exciting possibilities. With the rest of the nation they welcome 
the 'new thinking’ that marks the government and the opening up 
that 'perestroika' promises. As we meet in Moscow we should be 
aware of this new scene that is unfolding in the Soviet Union, 
and we must express our solidarity with our member churches in 
their hopes and expectations. 


What are these hopes and expectations? As Christian churches they 

will surely look forward to greater freedom to preach the gospel 

to the unbelieving and to provide for the faithful more systematic 
facilities for Christian nuture. More concretely they will want to: 
provide Christian education for children and adults; widen the 
scope of church activities for women and youth; promote the participation 
of lay people in the missionary structures of the churches; gain 

access to and adequate coverage in mass media; improve their own 
communication facilities, especially in the area of Christian 
publications. 


[Also] encourage the active participation of believers in social 

and political life and in governmental and administrative structures; 
Organize more effectively the social and diaconal activities of 

the churches; create new religious communities and groups and secure 
official recongition for them; recover wherever possible centres 

of worship and church property which are currently under government 
control; work for perestroika in areas of church life, like that 

of theological education... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/24) 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Senegal-Mauritania, conflict (item 1, 10 July) 
Lebanon, violent shelling (item 3, 10 July) 
Namibia (item C, 29 June) 


Also available is a review of CICARWS emergency cases for May/June. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


With All God's People: The New Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. The main 

volume, with material to allow the church and all people in the countries 
of the world to be prayed for in the course of 52 weeks, costs 25 Swiss 
francs, 14.95 US dollars, or 9.75 UK pounds. A companion volume of 
worship suggestions related to various seasons and subjects costs 13.50 
Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. Purchased together, the 
volumes cost 32.50 Swiss francs, 19.50 US dollars, or 12.50 UK pounds. 


When We Pray Together by Emilio Castro, #40 in the Risk book series: 
8.50 Swiss francs, 4.50 US dollars, or 3.50 UK pounds. 


Spirituality in Interfaith Dialogue edited by Tosh Arai and Wesley 
Ariarajah: 12.50 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


In July, because of the WCC Central Committee in Moscow, use the following 
Geneva number to contact the editor and other EPS colleagues: 


41-22/791.6089 (between 7h00 and 14h00 GMT, Mondays through Fridays) 
(The Geneva fax number remains the same: 41-22/798.1346) 


A copy of the 50-page final report from the third [Persian] Gulf Churches’ 
Conference held early this year, is now available from the Gulf Churches' 
Liaison Office, MECC, Box 10838, Manama, Bahrain. Also available is 
information about the annual meeting of the General Council of the [Persian] 


Gulf Churches‘ Study Centre next 21 November in Manama. Participating churches 


are Anglican (Episcopal), Lutheran, Independent (Mar Thoma), Oriental Orthodox 
(Syrian), Reformed (Presbyterian), Roman Catholic, and United (CSI). 


A fifth packet of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation is available from WCC/JPIC. === The May WCC Refugees Newsletter 
focuses on Central America. === Renewal from the Roots is a report on base 
ecclesial communities in Brazil by WCC/RCL. === Address for all three is Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. programme of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


The Irish School of Ecumenics is looking for a lecturer in peace studies, with 


aici tacaeiee i on development. Contact the ISE secretary at Milltown Park, 
in . 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 25 July. 


5 ees subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
; K pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch 
; guilders, 85 FRG 
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ROMANIA: WCC BODY RECEIVES Ecumenical Press 
REPORT AND PROPOSED ACTIONS Service 89.07.40 


MOSCOW - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (meeting 
here, 17-26 July) voted to receive a report from WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro on the situation in Romania. The report includes five recommendations 


to guide WCC policy so as to reflect ‘both sensitivity to the churches in 
Romania and concern for human rights' there. 


Romanian plans for ‘systematisation and modernisation' and *homogenization' 
have drawn strong criticism on grounds they will cause the destruction of 
thousands of villages, that they threaten ethnic minorities, that they will 
harm the architectural and cultural heritage of the country, and that they are 
carried out in ways which violate human rights. 


The Romanian government has denied such charges. It says such criticism is a 
form of interference in its internal affairs. Romanian church leaders have 
affirmed that they are free to worship and witness in Romania, and have also 
rejected criticism of the government plans. 


Castro reported that since early this year ‘much information has been 
available on the Romanian government's plans, and on the economic and 
human-rights situation’ there - information which has ‘heightened 
international concern’. 


He also reported that leaders of the four Romanian WCC members - Eastern 
Orthodox, Reformed, and two Lutheran church bodies - have emphasized the value 
of their work with and support from the WCC and the Conference of European 
Churches, to which they also belong. At the same time, they said that what 
could be considered interference from outside could harm Romanian church 
interests. 


Earlier this month, Jacques Maury (France) and Wilhelm Naussner (Austria) 
visited Romania for four days on behalf of WCC and CEC. They waid they were 
impressed with the vitality of church life in Romania, and the growing 
ecumenical relationships there. They also reported they ‘could not see’ any 
destroyed villages. 


The two suggested CEC and WCC act carefully to help the church bodies in 
Romania use to the full their possibilities for mission and witness, and that 
the two ecumenical organizations say or do nothing which might endanger what 
‘space' the church in Romania now has. 


In his report, which the Committee called for at its meeting in August 1988, 
Castro noted that thousands of Romanians have fled to Hungary and West 
Germany. He said the resurgence of nationalism, which he cited as one 
contributing factor in this case, also exists in other parts of Europe. He 
suggested that that phenomenon needs careful analysis. 


Castro said the WCC hopes Romania will respond to ‘international concern on 

the Romanian situation', and that the situation there ‘will become normal’. 

He also suggested that several issues call for bilateral cooperation between 
Romania and neighbouring Hungary. 


The decision to receive the Castro report came after a 78-33 vote (with 10 
abstentions) to reject a proposal that 'a proposed action on the situation in 
Romania and neighbouring states be drafted' for the Central Committee to 
consider. 


In making his proposal, William P. Thompson (Reformed (PCUSA), USA) said the 
committee should ‘assert its right to express additional steps' beyond those 


in Castro's report. 
[over] 
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Urging the committee to reject Thompson's proposal, Castro said it could 
threaten the unique 'forum' character of the WCC. He said his report went as 
far as should be gone in terms of committee action now, and urged that it be 
accepted 'for the sake of the quality of our fellowship’. 


Calling for support of the Castro approach were Romanian Orthodox Bishop 
Nifon, Bulgarian Orthodox Metropolitan Pankraty, and Romanian Reformed Pastor 
Zoltan Albu, himself of Hungarian ethnicity. 


Albu said members of his denomination are not subject to religious 
discrimination, and that no Reformed churches have been destroyed. He also 
noted difficulties caused because a dozen or so Reformed pastors have left 
Romania. 


Nagy said the ecumenical visitors to Romania heard ‘only one side' of the 
story, and had not heard from any of the estimated 25 to 30 thousand Romania 
refugees in Hungary. . 


He warned that carrying out Romanian plans would mean that ‘all the diversity 
would disappear’ in Romania. He called for guarantees that the Hungarian, 
German, and other minorities in Romania will be able to preserve their 
identity. He also asked the committee to deal with the situation ‘seriously, 
not just with compromises and polite statements’. 


The five recommendations for WCC action in the Castro report are to ‘reaffirm 
the prayerful, fraternal relationship' between the Romanian and the rest of 
the WCC and CEC members, ‘continue to monitor the situation, carefully 
assessing all available information', ‘promote an exchange of visits and 
meetings between churches in Romania’ and other WCC and CEC members, ‘continue 
to be concerned about human rights, and specially follow the efforts made in 
the framework of the [recent] Vienna Accords', and ‘continue to support the 


churches, especially in Hungary, in their work among refugees’. [EPS] 
World Conference of Associations of Theological Institutions EPS 89.07.41 
YOGYAKARTA (Indonesia) - At a consultation here (16-19 June), the World 


Conference of Associations of Theological Institutions was launched by 
representatives of a score of associations of theological schools, institutions, 


and centres, plus the Programme for Theological Education of the World Council 
of Churches. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: president asks church help in US dialogue EPS 89.07.42 
MANAGUA - Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega has asked the head of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Nicaragua, Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, to help arrange 

a US-Nicaragua dialogue. Obando y Bravo, who is the Roman Catholic archbishop 
here, said he would 'reflect and respond' to the presidential request. [EPS] 


Peru: bishops ask changes on Amazon EPS 89.07.43 
LIMA - Roman Catholic bishops whose dioceses are in the Amazon provinces of Peru 
have asked the government to revise its rural development plans for the area 


because it is a 'threat both to the Native Indians and to the local farming 
population'. [EPS] 


World Association for Christian Communciation in China protest EPS 89.07.44 
LONDON - In a letter to Chinese President Yang Shangkun, General Secretary 
Carlos Valle of the World Association for Christian Communication, based here, 
expressed 'profound concerns [about] reports that journalists covering recent 
events in China have been severely constrained in the pursuit of their duties 
by the Chinese authorities.' He urged the Chinese government to 'take note of 
these allegations and everything in their power to ensure that reporting of 
events is not impeded.' The same letter also notes information that 'some 


foreign journalists have violated the ethics of their profession by gross 
Sensationalization of the news.' [EPS] 
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PERESTROIKA SURVEYED: Ecumenical Press 
NEW ROLES, ANALYSES Service 89.07.45 


MOSCOW - Despite years of being shut out of national debate about social and 
economic life in the Soviet Union, the church is taking up its role as a partner 


in the new dialogue brought about by perestroika, according to Russian Orthodox 
Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk. 


A major reason it has been able to do so, Kirill told a forum on perestroika during 
the meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (here, 


17-26 July), is 'that many of our theologians and church leaders have gone through 
the "school of the WCC".' 


Kirill, a WCC Executive Committee member and the church representative on a five- 
person panel who addressed about 500 people in a two-and-a-quarter-hour session, 
said that for many years much of what the WCC talked about 'seemed strange, alien 
to our interests. Now, however, the agenda of the WCC is also our agenda.' 


Among items on that agenda he mentioned problems of health care, interfaith 
dialogue (particularly in connection with some of the ethnic conflicts in the 
USSR), political ethics and the place of women and youth in church and society. 


Besides Kirill, the other panel members were Andrei Gratchov, deputy director 

of the Foreign Department of the Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party, 
Boris Rauschenbach, a mathematician and physicist and member of the Soviet Academy 
of Sciences; Gennadi Lisitchkin, publisher and economist and member of the 
Congress of People's Deputies and of the Academy of Sciences; and Sergei Zalygin, 
author and editor-in-chief of the political-literary magazine Novy Mir, and also 

a people's deputy. 


Although several of the speakers were outspoken in their criticism of developments 
in the Soviet socialist system, Gratchov insisted that perestroika is a 
development within that society, not something ‘imported from abroad' or being 
carried out by dissidents, 'though some of those involved were called "dissidents" 
in the past.' 


In response to a question, Gratchov denied that 'we have exhausted the potential 
of the socialist project. Perestroika is not a negation of 70 years of the 
history of the Soviet people. These years have made a big contribution to our 
society.' 


The only way to revolutionize society, according to Gratchov, is ‘all-around 


democratization. But this revolution should be implemented by reforms' and not 
threaten order of security. That process is complicated by the 'underdevelopment 
of democratic structures and lack of tolerance', especially in the context of 


a multinational state like the USSR. 


At the same time, a number of the participants underlined the opening outward 

that has characterized 'new political thinking' in foreign policy. The most 
important element of this, Gratchov said, is the ‘realization of the interdependence 
of the world, which faces problems whose boundaries do not correspond ‘to national 


boundaries. And global problems call for common solutions.' 

Rauschenbach warned of the dangers of militarizing outer space. Laser 
weapons in space, he said, would make any conflict instantaneous, with no time 
for thinking and reflection. ‘Computers will be taking the critical decisions, 


and computers are totally unpredictable. They have no morals. [over] 
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Lisitchkin identified the central economic issue facing the USSR as the 
treatment of workers. Labour costs, he noted, are the lowest in Europe, and 
'the cheapest worker is the most dangerous’. The guarantor of perestroika, he 
suggested, is 'a new type of worker, aggressive, enterprising, willing to take 
risks, but a person for whom the word "compromise" is not a swear word.' 


Zalygin chairs a newly-formed association called Ecology and Peace. The 
root of the ecological problem in the USSR, he suggested, is spiritual. The 
traditionalSoviet view of nature was of something 'that we should conquer and 
not expect mercy from. We thought the laws of nature were savage, and we 
should transform everything.' 


A recurrent theme for several speakers was that, in Lisitchkin's words, 
'perestroika is not a smooth road’. But there was a corresponding emphasis 
on its irreversibility. 'Soviet society will never be like it used to be up 
to four years ago', Gratchov said, adding that perestroika has ceased to be a 
project for a limited group of party or state leaders. ‘This produces some 
difficulties for those who lead the process, but this is also the major gain.’ 


In response to a question, Gratchov described national and ethnic conflict within 
the USSR as 'the sum total of very specific but very different situations present 
in various republics’. The USSR has not adopted the 'melting pot" model, he 
said, but is trying to harmonize the interests of over 200 nationalities in the 
framework of one country. 


At the same time, he suggested, there are also those who instigate conflicts 


between nationalities as a way of protecting the old order of things and working 
against perestroika. 


Kirill told journalists at a news conference on 'the church and perestroika" 
(20 July) that the new openings for the church are now allowing it to govern 
itself according to ecclesiological requirements, instead of being governed by 
what he described as ‘other sources’. The fundamental principle, enshrined 
in a new constitution for the church adopted last year, is that of 'sobornost 
or conciliarity - or, in secular language, participation’. 


Increased consultation at all levels from the parish up, he said, ‘will help us 


to solve many problems we have had for many years, which have led to suspicion 
of the upper levels of the church.' 


Another speaker at the press conference was Alexei Bichkov, general secretary 
of the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the USSR (AUCECB) . 


He underlined the importance of forthcoming Soviet legislation governing 
religious organizations, which he said 'will create a platform for acknowledging 
the church as a significant and living part of our society'. Meanwhile, he 
said, 'we have felt some political implications' of perestroika, including the 
right for pastors to visit prisons. However, he added, although [Soviet 
President Mikhail] 'Gorbachev says that "we have the same motherland and the 
same destiny", we are still facing some difficulties in the provinces’. In 


effect, although new legislation is in process, local officials often still 
apply old laws restricting religious practice. 


Describing 'signs of reconciliation' with non-registered Christian believers, 
Bichkov spoke of the release and rehabilitation of imprisoned 'clandestine 
Baptists! who did not join the AUCECB. ‘We are trying to establish good 
relations with them', he said. A large group of Reformed Baptists, numbering 
about 8000 in 150 congregations, have formed a union in Russia and the Ukraine, 


and have now decided to cooperate with the AUCECB in publishing and clergy 
training. [EPS] 


PERESTROIKA PROMINENT AS USSR Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH BODIES PRESENT SELVES Service 89.07.46 


ZAGORSK (USSR) - The opportunities and challenges of perestroika were highlighted 
by representatives of each of the six USSR-based members of the World Council 

of Churches when they introduced their life and witness to the WCC Central 
Committee in a session at the Russian Orthodox theological academy here (18 July). 


Earlier in the day, a convoy of more than a dozen buses took about 500 
participants on the 70-kilometre journey from their meeting site in Moscow 

to the Trinity Monastery here, founded by St Sergius of Radonezh in the mid-14th 
century. There they watched as thousands of Orthodox faithful from around 

the Soviet Union took part in a liturgy in the cathedral, honouring the feast 


day of St Sergius - the founder of the monastery and a major figure in Russian 
history. 


After the eucharistic liturgy in the cathedral, the throng filed out of the 
church into the courtyard. Under the brilliant sun of a cool summer day, 
Orthodox clergy led a procession of the life-size icon of St Sergius and a 
service of thanksgiving ('moleben'), accompanied by a choir from the academy 
and bells ringing from the towers of churches on the monastery grounds. 


After lunch, Archbishop Nerses Bozabalian of the Armenian Apostolic Church 
began the church presentations by summarizing the contents of a film depicting 
the church's life, which he was unable for technical reasons to show. 


He spoke of both the physical damage and long-term psychological effects of 
the devastating earthquake that struck Armenia in December, in which about 
25 000 people died. 


Bozabalian expressed gratitude for financial and material aid received from 
110 countries, noting especially assistance channelled through the WCC, which 
will go to build schools, hospitals and a factory for prefabricated houses. 


The archbishop also spoke of the consecration of chrism (oil), celebrated 
every seven years in the Armenian church. 


Alexei Bichkov, general secretary of the All-Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists, described the mission of his church as ‘witnessing to 

the glorious name of Jesus Christ for more than 120 years.' He said Baptists 
do so now in 27 of the languages spoken in the Soviet Union. 


Bichkov's presentation was interspersed with music - songs by a children's 
choir from Moscow Baptist Church, and traditional Russian songs sung by a 
soloist accompanied by a string ensemble. 


The history of the Georgian Orthodox church "has many glorious pages', said 
Iliya II, its catholicos-patriarch, and a past WCC president. ‘Georgian 
culture, our painting, our architecture have always been based on our Christian 
tradition'. But, he added, ‘it is not enough to mention our past glories; 

we must also think of today and the future’. 


The new developments in Soviet society have allowed the Georgian church to 

open a hundred churches and monasteries this year; and a newly-established 
theological academy in Tbilisi is cooperating with the state university there. 
Religious leaders and scientists have also recently completed a new text of 
the entire Bible in Georgian, with 50 000 copies to be printed for home reading 
this year, along with 3000 copies of the Bible in ancient Georgian, to help 
keep that ancient language alive. [over] ; 
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Fifteen to 20 new parishes of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia have 
been opened in the past year, according to its new archbishop, Karlis Galvitis. 
The church, which had some 300 congregations before World War II, saw that 
number reduced by a third after the war when, Galvitis said, ’*activitrées*6f 

the state were directed against the church’. Today, he noted, 'we can openly 
exercise our activities and use our own language, and we have now begun to 
publish a weekly Sunday newspaper for our members.' 


Galvitis, speaking in Latvian, called Latvian Lutherans a ‘popular church', 
representing the majority of the population in the republic. The process 

of perestroika, he said, involves the Lutheran church to a considerable degree, 
leading as it does to an awakening of public awareness and a striving for 
self-determination and justice. 


The other Soviet Lutheran WCC member, the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
presented some sketches of its heritage and the challenges it faces today 
through a company of young people from the drama school of the Vanemuine threatre. 


Slides depicted Estonian churches and the spiritual music festival in Otepaa 
last month, which marked the 250th anniversary of the Estonian Bible and the 
150th anniversary of Lutheran pastor and folklorist Jakob Hurt, who played 
an important role in the process of Estonian national awakening. 


The dramatic presentation included folk songs in several Estonian dialects, 
scenes from the life of Francis of Assisi, Estonian poems and some ideas of 
Jakob Hurt on the right of nations to self-determination. 


The final item on the programme was a presentation by what is by far the largest 
church in the USSR, the Russian Orthodox Church. Six of its members talked 
personally about their involvement in the church, the struggles they have 

faced and the challenges and opportunities posed by the perestroika process. 


The speakers, each of whom spoke for about three minutes, included an old 
woman who told of the destruction of her church in the years after the Soviet 
revolution of 1917; a Moscow University student who described himself as 
‘belonging to a generation which turned away from God' but was brought into 
the church by young Orthodox friends; a young woman who stressed the need 

to speak the language of youth when witnessing to the faith - a difficult 
task, she said, because 'young people lack knowledge of the treasures of our 
church', and because Christian youth are often isolated from other believing 
young people; anda charity activist who described new horizons of social 
service opening up for the church. These opportunities, which include visits 
to hospitals and prisons, are expected to expand once new Soviet legislation 
is passed giving the church legal status. 


A local parish priest talked frankly of the problems of a typical parish - 
both administrative, because of the lack of young people, and spiritual. The 
source of the latter, he said, is the fact that so many baptized people are 
ingorant of Christian fundamentals. A much more active parish life is needed 
to deepen the superficial knowledge people have of Christianity, he said, 


pe that theological education must place more emphasis on teaching pastoral 
skills. 


Archbishop Lev of Tashkent underlined the need for the church, to ‘identify 
its position with the people in the present’. He accented the need to create 


community , especially at the parish level, where people too often come 'to 
Satisfy their needs and then they disperse’. 


The personal sketches offered at the session here were supplemented by a new 
publication issued by the WCC on the occasion of the Central Committee meeting 
in Moscow. WCC Member Churches in the Soviet Union is a 42-page booklet 

also published in Russian by Novosti Press Agency. [EPS] 


BIOTECHNOLOGICAL Ecumenical Press 
PROBLEMS PROBED Service 89.07.47 


MOSCOW - A description of recent developments in biology and genetics 
interspersed with case studies and scenarios of the impact that applications 
of these are having or might have on people, offered members of the WCC 
Central Committee a broad and sobering introduction to emerging issues 

of biotechnology in the first of four 'deliberative plenary sessions' 

at their meeting here (17-26 July). 


The deliberative session was thus meant to open up a major area of contemporary 
social, ethical, ecological, and theological concern and to solicit an initial 
round of reactions from Central Committee members. One of those responding 
during the discussion, Annathaie Abayasekera (Anglican, Sri Lanka), thanked 

the presenters 'for shocking me out of my complacency’. 


The panelists explored five areas of concern: human genetics, reproductive 
technology, ecological effects, military applications, and impact on the Third 
World. 


The presentation focussed on two controversial applications of human genetic 
engineering by which genetic abnormalities or 'defects' can be identified - 
prenatal diagnosis and workplace screening. It spoke of family pressures 
on pregnant women to abort if tests disclose an unborn child to be a girl, 
and government pressures to abort if the foetus reveals susceptibility to a 
disease which is expensive to treat. 


Workplace screening has been used by companies to refuse to employ persons 
who have-a predisposition to a genetically-transmitted disease in order to 
limit their health insurance and liability costs. 


Several committee members expressed concern that the presentation overemphasized 
the negative aspects of reproductive technology - threats to women's health 

and the growth of commercialized childbearing - while giving too little attention 
to the positive values of enabling childless women to become mothers. Agreeing 
that scientific knowledge must be used wisely, Jean Mayland (Anglican, England), 
said that for the church to tell scientists not to use their knowledge at all 
would be to deny a gift of God. 


Citing a warning by distinguished scientists that a careless use of genetic 
engineering 'could lead to irreversible, devastating damage to the ecology', 

the presentation noted that 'the biotechnology industry is preparing to release 
scores of genetically engineered viruses, bacteria, plant strains and “transgenic 
animals” into the environment in the next few years.' Because they are alive 
and can reproduce, mutate and migrate, genetically-engineered products are 
inherently more unpredictable than chemicals. 


Concern was expressed that without international laws regarding such release, 
Third World countries will become the dumping place for these'materials, just 
as they are often the destination of toxic wastes whose disposal is illegal 
in the industrialized countries where they are created. 


"A new and frightening arms race' was how the presentation described the 

military applications of genetic engineering. Not only does the application 

of recent discoveries make possible the production of great quantities of biological 
warfare agents in a short time, but it also permits the creation of horrifying 

new substances. Scientists have spoken of the possibility of cloning 'selective 
toxins' that affect specific racial or ethnic groups who are predisposed to 

certain diseases. 


Apparently more benign uses of biotechnology - in producing high yields of 
agricultural products like vanilla bean, plam oil or coconuts ~ may have serious 
economic consequences for farmers in the Third World. According to the 
presentation, each of the 'many thousands of flavours, fragrances, dyes, nutrients 
and pharmaceuticals derived from plants grown in the Third World .... is a 
noatential taraet af hiotechnoloayv research and production.' [over] 


biotechnology/2 


Replacing plant-derived products with laboratory-developed substitutes could 
have a devastating effect on the market for products now estimated to bring 
in as much as US$ 10 000 million a year. 


In summarizing the presentation and discussion, John Habgood (Anglican, England), 
moderator of the Church and Society Working Group, cautioned against both over- 
reacting and under-reacting to the challenges posed by developments in 
biotechnology. He said most scientists are well aware of the ethical problems 
and risks in biotechnology; the fundamental question is 'how do we human beings 
use our creativity to enhance life rather than to destroy it?' 


Habgood distinguished three types of ethical issues brought up by biotechnology. 


About some developments, 'all Christians - indeed, all decent, responsible 
people - would say, "This must stop".' In this category he included 
discriminatory genetic screening, commercialized childbearing and the military 
use of biotechnology. 


A second type of issue raises what he called 'conflicts of interest". For 
example, Habgood said, in the question of securing patent protection fornnew 
organisms for agricultural use, a balance has to be found which will provide 
both an appropriate commercial return for companies who invest in research 
and benefits for the poorest people of the world. 


Finally, Habgood cited some developments for which ethical issues arise because 
of ignorance. For example, scientists now have no idea of what long-term 
consequences may ensue from the repair of genetic defects. "Here', Habgood 
said, 'the key words are caution and control.' Especially needed, he suggested, 
are international bodies to exercise such controls. 


During a press conference (19 July), Habgood underlined the important role the 


WCC could play in this connection. Saying that 'science knows no frontiers', 
he described the WCC as one of the few world bodies that can offer ethical 
input on these issues. He recalled the publication in 1982 of the Church and 


Society study Manipulating Life, and said individual churches have done a good 
deal of important work on bioethics in the past seven years. 


Another press conference panelist, US lawyer Andrew Kimbrell, echoed the call 
of the 1982 report for systematic monitoring of biotechnology by the churches 
in this area. He pointed out that advances in this area are happening on a 
month-to-month basis, so even a short gap is a serious one.' 


Aruna Gnanadason of India described the effects of reproductive technology on 
women as another case of how power - economic, political and social - has been 
used in this century. "Women's bodies have become just one more colony', she 
said. "Reproductive technology is dominated by the profit motive.' 


Bury she added, the negative consequences for women go beyond economic ones to 
include 'social pressures on all women to take up the mothering role.' She 
called on the church to help women resist this "pressure to procreate'. 


Even within the women's movement, Gnanadason agreed, this point of view is a 
minority. Third World women, she added, ‘have been so exploited, so not- 
listened-to for centuries; and I find it very hard to speak to people who are 


not listening. But people find it very hard to listen to voices that are 
coming from the heart.'! 


While acknowledging that biotechnology might have far-reaching advantages in 


food production, Gnanadason warned that "no technology can help us in the 
Third World. There are no technological solutions to problems that are 
basically matters of economic, social and political justice.' [EPS] 


4 BRITISH, IRISH BODIES OK Ecumenical Press 
NEW ECUMENICAL INSTRUMENTS Service 89.07.48 


LONDON - Four more British and Irish denominations have approved 'new ecumenical 
instruments' to succeed the British Council of Churches next year. 


Meeting in York, the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church overwhelmingly 
approved URC participation in the proposed Council of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland, and in national ecumenical bodies for England, Scotland, and Wales. 


Similar approval came from the General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England, 
which also met in York, the British Methodist Conference, in Leicester, and the 
Irish Methodist Conference, in Derry. The Irish vote was the closest - 135 for, 
50 against. 


In other URC action, the assembly reaffirmed its policy which gives equal 
endorsement to the practices of baptising people of any age, and of waiting for 
baptism until a person is old enough to make a confession of faith. 


The URC policy also describes baptism as 'an unrepeatable act', and says ‘any 
practice which might be interpreted as rebaptism must be avoided.' 


A minority URC view is that in some cases it may be pastorally 

permissible to rebaptise a person baptised as an infant if that person is 
effectively without Christian faith until a later point in his or her life. 

The assembly action strongly discourages such second baptisms, but no disciplinary 
action is envisaged for ministers who carry them out. 


The assembly voted its solidarity with Christians in China in the wake of the 
government actions against supporters of greater democracy, and urged that the 

UK government assure British passport holders they will have access to the United 
Kingdom 'in any political crisis’. Hong Kong, a UK colony, is due to revert to 
Chinese control in mid-1997. 


The assembly urged actions by banks and the UK government to address the global 
debt crisis, and called for economic sanctions against South Africa as a key way 
to end that country's policy of apartheid (race separation and white supremacy). 


The English Anglican synod rejected a motion which would have opened the office 
of archdeacon (assistant to the bishop) to deacons. The Church of England 
ordains women as deacons, but not as priests; currently, English Anglican 
archdeacons must be priests. 


The synod also adopted a motion highly critical of government plans to reorganize 
the National Health Service, on grounds that an increased emphasis on competition 
and market forces in health care is almost certain to result in different standards 
and levels of health care based on ability to pay. 


The British Methodist Conference inducted as president John Vincent, a minister 
known for his radical views. He made a point of assuring political conservatives 
that they are welcome in British Methodism. 


However, in his speech, he strongly criticized policies of the Conservative 
government. ‘Current policies', he said, ‘are a betrayal’ of Christian tradition. 


This prompted criticism of Vincent by several Methodist and other Conservative 
members of Parliament. One, David Wilshire, said the Vincent speech and 'the 
whole of the current trend in the Methodist leadership is to ignore the gospel 
of Christ, to have the gospel of revolution, to brand anyone who doesn't agree 
with you as un-Christian, and to divide a dwindling church.' [over] 
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The conference itself adopted several strongly-worded resolutions critical of 
several government policies. 


Notwithstanding strong criticism of it from single people, the conference 

boted to send out for comment a report from the Methodist Division of Social 
Responsibility on 'Family Life, the Single Person, and Marriage'. To protest 
Turkish treatment of Kurds, the conference urged people not to spend holidays 
in Turkey. It also approved three new orders for worship - for the ordination 
of deacons and deaconesses, for thanksgiving after the birth or adoption of a 
child, and for a celebration of Christian renewal. 


In his presidential address to the Irish Methodist Conference, George Morrison 
said that in Northern Ireland 'the custodians of reconciliation have been 
sucked into the mire' of deep and bitter bigotry and sectarianism. The 
conference received greetings from the Roman Catholic Bishop Edward Daly of 
Derry, noted for his efforts for peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland. 
[EPS] 


Poland: Sjem okays new law on religion EPS 89.07.49 
WARSAW - Sjem (the Polish parliament) has approved a 47-article law on 

religion. The law guarantees the right of citizens to organize churches and 
religious associations, to belong to them or to leave them, to spread religious 
ideas or to remain silent, and to maintain contacts with other believers. 2 ih. 
also guarantees the right to several church activities, including running schools, 
counselling services, hospitals, and newspapers, magazines, and books. Before 
the law, all religious organizations are equal, and the state is to be neutral 

in religious affairs. [EPS] 


Ecuador: campaign against late pro-Indian bishop? EPS 89.07.50 
QUITO - Some media in Ecuador report that there is an active effort in some 
church and social circles to negate or downplay the life and work of the late 
Roman Catholic Bishop Leonidas Proano. Known for his support for Indians, 
Proano died last year. [EPS] 


Work of late Chilean artist given to World Council of Churches EPS 89.07. 51 
GENEVA - A paintaing by the late Chilean artist José Venturelli was given to the 
World Council of Churches last month as a sign of gratitude for WCC efforts on 
behalf of the rights of ‘individuals, humanity, and peoples’. The painter, 
born in 1924, spent several years in exile in Geneva. The gift, on behalf of 
the Venturelli Foundation, was presented by his daughter Paz. [EPS] 


Romania: church reps express concern about nuclear weapons EPS 89.07.52 
GENEVA — Leaders of the four Romanian members of the Conference of European 
Churches and of the World Council of Churches - Eastern Orthodox, Reformed, and 
two Lutheran bodies - have voiced concern about plans by the Nato military 
alliance to modernize its nuclear arsenal. The church leaders say they strongly 
Support the policy of Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu in favour of 
negotiations between Nato and the rival Warsaw Pact, to which Romania belongs, 

to completely eliminate all nuclear arms by the end of the century. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Recent WCC Texts on Regional, National Issues' EPS 89.07.53 


This is adapted from material presented to the 40th meeting of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches (Moscow, 17-26 July). It covers 
the period since last August. 


AFRICA 

Burundi: Appeal to government 'to do everything possible to avert recurrence 
of the killings which took place ... and to work for a reconciled community 

in which peace, unity and justice can be enjoyed by all ethnic groups (24.8.88). 


South Africa: Statement expresssing 'shock and profound distress about the 
severe damage caused to Khotso House, offices of the South African Council 

of Churches following a bomb blast.' (31.8.88); Statement expressing 'shock 
and distress about the arson at the secretariat of the South African Catholic 
Bishops Conference.' (12.10.88); Statement calling upon the South African 
government to stop its attacks on frontline states following an unprovoked 
attack on Botswana, in which two people were killed. (16.12.88). 


Namibia: Appeal to the Secretary-General of the United Nations expressing 
concern about the reduction of the number of United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group (UNTAG) and asking to retain the original force 'to ensure effective 
monitoring of the process.' (24.1.89); Statement on the outbreak of fighting 

on 1 April 1989 between South African occupation forces and the SWAPO forces, 
confirming fears about the reduction of UNTAG. (4.4.89) 


ASIA 

Philippines: Appeal to the government for the release of the members of fact- 
finding and medical mission team organized by the United Church of Christ 

who had been arrested and detained. (23.11.88); Appeal to the government 

to investigate thoroughly the assassination of Zenaido Ruedo, a pastor of 

the United Church of Christ. (25.4.89). 


China: Message to the China Christian Council with prayers for the Chinese 
people 'in these days of turmoil and hope for the future obfbsChitia . bs (25i548R4 
Message to the China Christian Council conveying condolence and sympathy to 
the families of the victims of army action and hoping that 'peaceful means 
will be found by those in power to respond to the demands of the people for 
more freedom and democracy.' (5.6.89). 


EUROPE 

Armenia: Concern expressed through a letter to the USSR government about 

events in the Azerbaijan Republic resulting in considerable suffering, especially 
to the Armenian community. The letter called special attention to the problem 
of the Armenian people of Nagorno-Karabagh. (30.11.88); Message on the above 

to His Holiness Vasken I, Patriarch-Catholicos, upholding all people affected 

by the conflict in intercessions. (8.12.88); Messages of concern about the 
suffering caused by the earthquake in Armenia to the government and the Armenian 
Apostolic Church. (13.12.88). 


Romania: Message to member churches requesting further information on the 
situation. (18.10.88) 


LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

Ecuador: Appeal to government calling attention to the 'deteriorating situation 
with regard to the Huaorani people in Ecuador' and urging the implementation 

of the proposals submitted by the Confederation of Indigenous People of Ecuadorian 


Amazonia. (16.12.88). 
[over] 
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Colombia: Appeal to President expressing 'deep concern of threats which have 
been made against the lives of six pastors of the Iglesia Presbyteriana de 


Colombia. (26.1. 639 « 


El Salvador: Statement on the bomb attack on the Lutheran Church in El Salvador. 
(6.1982) 


Paraguay: Message to the president expressing concern about the detention 
of 20-plus people from church, labour union, women and professional organizations, 
and requesting their release. (9.12.88). 


Panama: Pastoral letter to the churches in Panama expressing 'deep concern 
over the anxiety of the people and churches in Panama, following the elections 
and their annulment and the political vacuum these developments have created.' 
(G26.09)%. 


MIDDLE EAST 

Lebanon: Message to member churches in Lebanon sharing ‘in prayer, in feeling 
and in action' concern over the escalating suffering in Lebanon and hoping 

for 'a real turn of events to allow the Lebanese themselves to resume the 
responsibility ... to bring about a new political structure where justice 

and equality would reign.' (9.5.89); Message of condolence on the death of. 
Hassan Khaled, mufti of Lebanon, recalling his 'firm commitment to the unity 
of Lebanon and the steadfast efforts he made for reconciliation and justice.' 
(22). Se BO)i. 


Palestine: Statement on the Palestinian Declaration of Independence on the 
occasion of the meeting of the UN General Assembly in Geneva. It welcomed 
"the declaration of independence issued by the Palestine National Council 

on 15 November 1988 and the Political Statement as important steps providing 
fresh opportunity for resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and for 
justice in the region.' The statement particularly appreciated the references 
to Palestine as the land of the three monotheistic faiths and to the ‘call 

that went out from Temple, Church and Mosque to praise the Creator, to celebrate 
compassion and peace as the message of Palestine.' (12.12.88); Message to 

the heads of churches in Jerusalem supporting their statement 'on the situation 
in Jerusalem and the whole of our country.' The message affirmed that the 
Intifada is a people's response to an unlawful occupation. (9.5.89). 


PACIFIC 
Fiji: Message to the churches on the review of the constitution raising some 
questions on some aspects of the constitution and some of the legislation 


that preceded it. (10.10.88); Message to the Methodist Church offering prayers 
for reconciliation. (20.3.89). 


New Caledonia: Statement on the assassination of Jean-Marie Tjibaou and Yeiwene 
Yeiwene, leaders of the independence movement in New Caledonia. The statement 
condemned the 'assassinations which were obviously meant to jeopardize the 
process of peaceful transition to independence. ' The message conveyed to 

the Kanak people the Council's sincere condolence and sympathy. (5.5.89). 


Vanuatu: Message of concern to the churches about political difficulties 
and expressing hope for a just solution (21.12.88). [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56 / 25) 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Senegal-Mauritania, conflict (item 1, 10 July) 
Lebanon, violent shelling (item 3, 10 July) 
Namibia (item C, 29 June) 


Also available is a review of CICARWS emergency cases for May/June. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


With All God's People: The New Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. The main 

volume, with material to allow the church and all people in the countries 
of the world to be prayed for in the course of 52 weeks, costs 25 Swiss 
francs, 14.95 US dollars, or 9.75 UK pounds. A companion volume of 
worship suggestions related to various seasons and subjects costs 13.50 
Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. Purchased together, the 
volumes cost 32.50 Swiss francs, 19.50 US dollars, or 12.50 UK pounds. 


When We Pray Together by Emilio Castro, #40 in the Risk book series: 
8.50 Swiss francs, 4.50 US dollars, or 3.50 UK pounds. } 


Spirituality in Interfaith Dialogue edited by Tosh Arai and Wesley 
Ariarajah:; 12.50 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


A copy of the 50-page final report from the third [Persian] Gulf Churches' 
Conference held early this year, is now available from the Gulf Churches' 
Liaison Office, MECC, Box 10838, Manama, Bahrain. Also available is 
information about the annual meeting of the General Council of the [Persian] 
Gulf Churches' Study Centre next 21 November in Manama. Participating churches 
are Anglican (Episcopal), Lutheran, Independent (Mar Thoma), Oriental Orthodox 
(Syrian), Reformed (Presbyterian), Roman Catholic, and United (CSI). 


A fifth packet of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation is available from WCC/JPIC. === The May WCC Refugees Newsletter 
focuses on Central America. === Renewal from the Roots is a report on base 


ecclesial communities in Brazil by WCC/RCL. === Address for all three is Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information on the latest class in the new B.D. programme of Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College and Research Institute is available from Chandran Paul 
Martin, 94 Purasawalkam High Road, Kilpauk, Madras 600 010. 


The Irish School of Ecumenics is looking for a lecturer in peace studies, with 


BAN cae tg on development. Contact the ISE secretary at Milltown Park, 
ublin 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 27 July. 


We ea ee subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
UK pounds, 65 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian 


dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch 
guilders, 85 FRG mark 
kronor, or 195 Indian rupees. a 


PROGRAMMATIC REORGANIZATION Ecumenical Press 
COMMITTEE APPROVED FOR WCC Service 89.08.01 


MOSCOW - By a vote of 64-33 (three abstentions) the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches (meeting here, 17-26 July) has decided to set up a 
Committee on the Programmatic Reorganization of the WCC. The group is to bring 
proposals to the Central Committee next March. 


Adopted unanimously was a request that WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
"develop a process of consultation on the common understanding and vision of the 
WCC; the relationship of the WCC to its member churches; and the relationship 
of the WCC to non-member churches and other Christian groups.' 


Nineteen people spoke during discussion of the recommendations. Several 
favoured only setting up the consultation process. 


Among hesitations expressed about going further and setting up the committee 

were comments that the need for it had not been adequately demonstrated, that 
eight months is too short a time to study the present workings of the WCC and 
propose changes, and that the timing (while preparations for the Seventh Assembly 
in 1991 are absorbing an increasing amount of energy) is poor. 


Other arguments against the proposal were that the present difficulties are not 
ones of structure but of management of programmes; that it is inappropriate to 
make decisions now which might tie the hands of the new general secretary 
(expected to take office in January 1993) and which do not take account of 
programme guidelines to come from the Seventh Assembly; and that reorganization 
is, in the words of one speaker, 'a cumbersome process for dealing with a 
cumbersome process’. 


In response, Castro suggested that now is a time 'to stop and think together'. 

He reminded Central Committee members that what was being discussed is 

"programme reorganization not restructuring'. Proposals from the reorganization 
committee, he suggested, might offer 'a chance to go to the assembly with the 
freedom and flexibility to respond to its challenges.' 


As to current lack of coordination of WCC activities, Castro observed that neither 
he as general secretary nor the Central Committee has been able to set priorities, 
precisely because 'there are so many decision-making centres. We need to have a 
group that can take a look at this phenomenon', he said. ‘What we need is the 
capacity to operate at a central level without killing creativity.' 


He also spoke of his concern for relating more effectively with member churches, 
non-member churches and Christian World Communions. Now, he said, many 
individual sections of the WCC relate separately with these other church and 
ecumenical bodies, leading to confusion and duplication. 


Jean Skuse, moderator of the committee which presented the recommendations, 
noted that the date of March 1990 for the committee to submit its proposals was 
chosen precisely in order to avoid making the WCC's internal organization ‘an 
overshadowing assembly issue’. 


The work of the group appointed here will be based in part on a seven-page 
document from an ad hoc group commissioned by the WCC Executive Committee in 
February to study some of the problems with 'the present structure of programme 
organization and style of work' at the WCC's Geneva headquarters. Comments 
made during discussions in the Central Committee meeting here will also be taken 


into account. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 
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WCC COMMITTEE ' Service 89.08.02 
WITH ASSEMBLY ISSUES 


MOSCOW - Reminded by Avery Post that the Seventh Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches opens in 563 days (7 February 1991) and that 'the days are swifter 
than a weaver's shuttle', the WCC Central Committee (meeting here, 17-26 July) 
approved the work of its Assembly Planning and Worship Committees (APC and AWC) . 


APC Moderator Post (United, USA), assured the committee that assembly planning 


is on schedule, though he also mentioned several 'constraints': the fact that 
the Seventh Assembly will be four days shorter than the Sixth; ‘the struggle 
against the 'inertia of "we've always done it that way"'; the possibility of 


a financial shortfall limiting plans and participation; and the need to prepare 
the one-half to two-thirds of Canberra delegates with no previous WCC experience. 


Noting that some had expressed fears that the assembly theme ('Come, Holy Spirit - 
Renew the Whole Creation') would 'drift into theological abstractions', Post said 
it is now clear that it 'will in fact nourish actions in Falth'« 


Besides presentation and discussion of reports from the moderator and general 
secretary, development of the theme and sub-themes, and business sessions, 
assembly plenaries are planned on unity, covenanting for life (connected with the 
March 1990 World Convocation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation), 
churches in solidarity with women, 'Sharing Life - Towards a New Community’, ‘The 
Spirit Speaks to the Churches', and two issues that ‘illsutrate power and 
powerlessness' with a particular regional focus: land rights of indigenous 
peoples (Australia) and nuclear issues (the Pacific). 


During discussion of the APC report, several people mentioned concerns about 
finding an appropriate place during the assembly for effectively listening to 
voices of youth. 


Before voting unanimously to receive 'warmly' the AWC report as a basis for 
further planning, the committee heard from several members about ‘inclusive 
language’ in worship. Aram Keshishian (Oriental Orthodox, Lebanon) insisted 
that 'the doctrine of the Trinity is the constitutional basis of the WCC and 
any attempt to introduce change of language may harm the fellowship we have." 


General Secretary Emilio Castro replied that 'because of the seriousness of this 
issue, we thought a full theological study of it could not be done before the 
assembly, so we have come to certain guidelines' for assembly worship. 


Castro added that 'while we try to expresss the depth of our faith in the 
linguistic categories of today', this should be done in explanations, but not 
when reciting biblical texts or creeds. 


AWC moderator Georges Tsetsis (Eastern Orthodox, Switzerland), said that phrases 
like "Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer' constitute appropriate language for God, 


but are not substitutes for the Trinitarian language of 'Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit’. 


Besides early-morning eucharists according to different traditions, assembly 
worship is to include two more eucharistic celebrations - one according to 
Eastern Orthodox tradition and one following the ecumenical ‘Lima Liturgy' 
(used at the WCC Sixth Assembly in 1983 and reflecting theological convergence 
on baptism, eucharist and ministry). Daily worship is to include morning 
prayer, mid-day meditations (without preaching), openings and closings of 
sessions, and prayer at the close of the day. 


The AWC has also set guidelines and principles for using symbols and symbolic \ 


actions at the assembly, and proposed eight criteria for choosing assembly 
music. [EPS] 


SOVIET PM ADDRESSES Ecumenical Press 
WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE Service 89.08.03 


MOSCOW - At a reception in St George's Hall of the Great Kremlin Palace, Soviet 
Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov told participants in the meeting of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches (here, 17-26 July) that 'great changes 
are taking place in the life of our society.' 


Ryzhkov said that as part of the process of perestroika Soviet church-state 
relations are becoming 'normal', and believers are coming to play a full part 
in the life of society, which perestroika seeks to make more 'human'. 


He said that as a result of perestroika, bad aspects of Soviet history are being 
openly discussed as the society moves towards a situation where legal norms 
prevail, and where there is more understanding, tolerance, respect for other 
opinions, and plurality. 


He also mentioned issues such as the environment, disarmament, attitudes towards 
other countries, and aspects of ‘people's diplomacy' where the church could make 
Sepearicular contribution in public life. 


In response, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, addressing ‘comrades, brothers, 
and sisters', said the prayers of millions of Christians round the world are 
accompanying Soviet efforts to restructure society. 


Castro thanked the Soviet government for its aid in response to the earthquake in 
Soviet Armenia late last year. Ryzhkov was prominent in post-quake relief 
efforts, and the Armenian church is a WCC member. 


Castro noted with approval that hundreds and hundreds of churches in the Soviet 
Union have been opened or reopened in recent years. 


He expressed hope that the Soviet Union would continue to rely even more on the 
United Nations in efforts to solve international conflicts. 


Castro concluded with a reference to the writings of Karl Marx, which include 
hopes and dreams about a new humanity and a future transformed for the better. 
He said Marxists and Christians in significant measure share a common source for 
such longings, which makes it possible for them to do much together. 


Before the reception, about 25 supporters of the legalization of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, who have been pressing their cause with signs and petitions in 
Moscow for several weeks, assembled outside the hotel where the committee is 
meeting. They hoped someone would deliver their petititons to the Kremlin, 
and that committee members will publicize the Ukrainian Catholic situation when 
they return home. 


They sang and carried banners such as 'men of good will, Ukrainian Catholics need 
your aid', and 'we are demanding freedom for our church.' 


Ukrainian Catholicism is an Eastern-rite form of Roman Catholicism. Eastern- 
rite worship practices and social customs are quite similar to those of Eastern 
Orthodoxy. 


After World War II, Ukrainian Catholics in the Soviet Union became part of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. Supporters say the decision to join Orthodoxy was 
voluntary; opponents say it was not. 


Continuing Ukrainian Catholics have had an illegal, underground ecclesial 
existence in the Soviet Union since then. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL ENDORSEMENT GIVEN Ecumenical Press 
TO WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN Service 89.08.04 


MOSCOW - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (meeting here, 
17-26 July) endorsed a proposed World Summit for Children initiated by the UN 
agency Unicef. It is to be held early next year at UN headquarters in New York. 
Major objective for the summit is to mobilise practical action to achieve the 
goal of reducing child deaths by two-thirds. 


The committee also voted to encourage observance of World Days of Prayer for 
Children around the world the weekend before the summit. 


The committee commended efforts by the WCC Programme on Theological Education 
to make the training of women in theology a priority. Further regional and 
international meetings for young women were projected. The commitee agreed 
that conferences should be held during 1992 and 1993 to plan programmes for 
the second half of the Ecumenical Decade: Churches in Solidarity with Women, 
which ends in 1998. 


There was considerable debate on funding for a third executive staff person 
for the Sub-Unit on Youth. The committee approved the new post. It »also 
urged the sub-unit to ‘intensify its resource-generation efforts' and asked 
ecumenical partners and others to support ecumenical youth work and commit 

themselves to 'concrete actions to enhance the contribution of youth to the 
people of God.' 


Other recommendations in the report from the Unit Committee on Education and 
Renewal were deemed to be part of the ongoing work of the unit, including 
support for an ecumenical Global Youth Gathering in the early 1990s, World 

Youth Projects, priority to scholarships to support women doing doctoral studies 
in theology, and endorsement of a regional consultation process to identify 
major issues in education that will need to be faced in the 1990s. 


The Unit Committee called for continued sensitive study of the nature of the 
church as an inclusive community of men and women, old and young, marginalised 
and leaders. [EPS] 


WCC STAFF & BUDGET Ecumenical Press 
MATTERS DEALT WITH Service 89.08.05 


MOSCOW - At its meeting here (17-26 July), the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches approved a 1990 WCC net expenses budget of 42.1 million 
Swiss francs, up 1.4 percent from this year. It includes projected income of 
40.67 million, and 55 million in transfers from reserve funds. 


The committee approved the appointment of Margareta Sk6ld (Lutheran, Sweden) as 
programme secretary in the Christian Medical Commission. A nurse and midwife, 
she has been working in Paris. It paid tribute to Patrick Coidan, WCC 


assistant general secretary for administration and finance, who is leaving the 
council later this year. 


Also new to the WCC staff is Ulrich Schén (Reformed, FRG), a lecturer at the 
University of Mainz. He is to be a consultant for Christian-Muslim dialogue 
in the Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. [EPS] 


CHURCHES CALLED TO RETHINK Ecumenical Press 
ROLE IN GLOBAL IMPOVERISHMENT Service 89.08.06 


MOSCOW - Speakers at a plenary session on world poverty at the meeting of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (here, 17-26 July) asked if 
the church is living up to its nature and destiny in the eyes of God, and if 
the world really desires to correct its sins of injustice and greed in order 
to reduce international impoverishment. 


The speakers were Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura, who chairs the Latin 


American Council of Churches, and Bob Goudzwaard, professor of economics at the 
Free University of Amsterdam. 


Pagura began his address with examples of the dire situation of people in Latin 
America. He referred to a million people who feed themselves from a rubbish 
tip in Mexico City and who have been described as worse than animals, sleeping 
and reproducing in the middle of rubbish. God has not forgotten them, he said, 
but the church has. 


Two concepts have disappeared, Pagura said. The idea of development has been 
replaced by the quest for survival, and the quest for economic growth has seen 
the development of increasing differences between social sectors. For one sixth 
of humanity, the march for human progress had become a march backwards, he 
observed. 


Foreign debt, he said, had led to a kind of instant galloping poverty that was 
striking vast areas of the population, because of inflation. Pagura also 
mentioned a Brazilian church recommendation that the WCC set up a programme to 
combat external debt, and promote a new international economic order. 


Goudzwaard contrasted what he called a 'spirality of death' with the idea of a 
"spirality of life' which depended on the willingness of rich nations to walk 
in the way of peace, and hear the cries of those who suffer. 


He said the church in the North must lead in promoting a lifestyle of 'enough', 
to prepare the way for the stabilization of material consumption so room can be 
made for the needs of the poor. 


The basis of Goudzwaard's paper was that world poverty is not caused by the 
failings of three factors traditionally regarded as necessary for preventing 
poverty - the availability of money, the mobilisation of human and physical 
resources, and the availability of free markets - but that poverty is deepening 
precisely because of the presence of those conditions. 


The way in which money is created is one of the main causes of world poverty, 
he said. Key currencies most widely used for international transactions were 
privileged. Key-currency countries such as the United States can afford 

to maintain huge deficits on their balance of payments, knowing that the rest 
of the world will continue to accept cheaply-printed dollars as a way of 
financing that deficit. So, he said, the situation has been reached in which 
rich countries are being financed by poor ones. 


Rich countries can create for themselves almost without cost what has to be 
loaned to the poor countries at real cost. "One can say quite bluntly', he 
observed, 'that if there had been only the slightest element of justice in the 
way in which money is created in this world, that the present debt crisis could 
have been avoided.' 


What is primarily needed, he concluded, is not a blueprint with far-reaching 
goals, but practical obedience to long-neglected norms and values. The calling 
to follow Christ is usually seen as only personal, but it could be that we have 
to follow that command as a church, as nations, and as a whoje generation, he 
said. [EPS] 


HEALTH, HEALING, WHOLENESS Ecumenical Press 
ON WCC COMMITTEE AGENDA Service 89.08.07 


MOSCOW - Major barriers to healing, according to a member of the World Council of 
Churches Christian Medical Commission, are individualism, materialism, and the 


misuse of power. 


Presenting to the WCC Central Committee (meeting here, 17-26 July) a CMC report 
on 'Health, Healing and Wholeness' Sigrun Mogedal said healing can only take 
place through empowering the marginalized, discovering each other's resources, 
and sharing them together in community. 


Mogedal said the church needs to demystify the medical profession and theology 


and work for a partnership that allows for dignity and interdependence. She 
urged the church to reclaim its healing ministry. "Health care needs to take 
its meaning from where people are. Institutions should serve people and not 


just boost the status of the church and the medical profession.' 


Hari John (India) said modern healing methods cater only in small and superficial 
ways to the merely physical parts of people's misery. 


'The vast unmet basic needs for food and water, of land and wages, of education 
and housing, which create diseases of poverty, are traditionally and often 
deliberately ignored', she said. 'Therefore the first lesson I learned was that 
health derives from justice and that the orthodox and "medicalised" solutions 
like health delivery systems, doctors, nurses, medicines, and hospitals are 
marginal to the health of the poor.' 


John said one of the most powerful lessons we have to come away with from the 
years of trial and error is that the most just and fundamental step towards health 
and wholeness is the healing of the spirit. 


"This was borne out specially', she said, ‘in our work with women, who for decades 
had been oppressed, voiceless, beaten, subjugated, patronised, told that they were 
stupid and ignorant, and reduced to being mere receivers of charity.' 


She said the church has limited its understanding of healing to mere physical 
healing. It has limited its understanding of health to the provision of medical 


services. 'We have "medicalised" our solutions and abdicated our healing role 
to professionals', she observed. 


Another CMC member, John Hatch (USA), gave the example of the crisis of babies in 
the United States already addicted to cocaine to illustrate how 'health problems' 
are symptoms of deeper malaise within the structure of society. 


After noting the high social and physical costs of the use of crack (a form of 
cocaine), he said its use is disproportionately high in black and hispanic 
populations and is rising in other sectors of society as well. 


"More jail space is not the answer', he said. "There is a massive breakdown in 
norms and values. But what, one might ask, can churches do that the combined 
resources of scholars and government have been unable to do?'... 
The Christian Medical Commission has been working for more than a decade on the 
health, healing and wholeness issue. The report presented to the Central 


Committee summarises the views gathered from several regional conferences around 
the world. [EPS] 


WCC GROUP LOOKS Ecumenical Press 


AT MISSION ISSUES Service 89.08.08 
MOSCOW - 'The voices of the oppressed, the cries of the marginalized, the anger 
of indigenous people - this pain is the crucible of missiology.' That, said 


Christopher Duraisingh, is one of the clear theological implications to emerge 
from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio (Texas/USA) 
in May. 


Duraisingh, a presbyter of the Church of South India, becomes director of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches 
next month. He was one of seven people sharing the platform in a plenary 
session on the San Antonio conference for members of the WCC Central Committee 
(meeting here, 17-26 July). 


A second theological perspective, he said, is the 'vision of God's will to 
reconcile all things in Christ'; a third, tying together the pain and the 
vision, is 'the present experience of the church as a sign and foretaste of 
God's kingdom'. 


Duraisingh pointed to ‘enormous meaning for what we do as a council as a whole' 
in the San Antonio emphasis on 'the perspective of the people at the margins, 
those not normally involved in our discussions of what mission is all about.' 


During the session here, five people present at the conference spoke about the 
contents of each of its four sections. CWME Moderator Anastasios Yannoulatos 
spoke of the conference's uniqueness of composition and design, and its main 
thrusts. 


Trinitarian thinking permeated the deliberations at San Antonio, Yannoulatos 
said, with 'Mission in Christ's Way' (the conference theme) seen as a matter 
of ‘unselfish love and continual assimilation of the cross of Christ’. With 
"the concrete reality of the world' before them through testimonies from the 
marginalized, 'the incarnational character of true Christian life' came alive 
for conference participants, he said. 


The 'universality' of the San Antonio gathering and its stress on the ‘fullness 
of the gospel' led its message to affirm 'creative tension' between 'spiritual 
and material needs, prayer and action, evangelism and social responsibility, 
dialogue and witness, power and vulnerability, local and universal’. 


WCC Dialogue Director Wesley Ariarajah supplemented the report on Section One - 
'Turning to the Living God' - by addressing in particular the relation between 
"dialogue and witness’. 


He said San Antonio 'recovered a long-lost ecumenical tradition' of taking 

up the question of how we understand 'the theological significance of other 

fa ttehs * 4 Although the practice of interfaith dialogue has had wide 
ecumenical acceptance, controversy continues on what it means that 'neighbours 
who are not Christians are nevertheless people of faith', he observed. 


Among important highlights of what the Section One statement had to say on 
dialogue, Ariarajah mentioned its affirmation that dialogue has its own 
integrity, its insistence that niether witness nor dialogue cancels out the 
other, and its statement that 'we cannot point to any other way of salvation 
than Jesus Christ; at the same time we cannot set limits to the saving power 
of God'. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL SEXUALITY Ecumenical Press 
STUDY BEING TESTED Service 89.08.09 


GENEVA - The World Council of Churches is distributing a 'study on sexuality and 
human relations' for testing before a final version is released next year. 


The document - which deals with such subjects as divorce, domestic violence, 
homosexuality, singleness, abortion, and Aids - is called "Living in Covenant 


with God and One Another.' 


Developed by the WCC Sub-unit on Education, it is a result of a request from the 
1983 WCC Assembly for a 'thorough re-examination of the values in sexuality ... 
with special emphasis on the ways and means by which churches develop their 
educational and pastoral care systems in this field.' 


In developing the study, 37 denominational statements were collected for review. 


In explaining why such a study is being undertaken now, the draft text refers 
to 'the upheavals of recent years' in terms of questions of sexuality and human 
relations. 


It notes that 'women are calling for changes in attitudes, customs, laws" so 
that the equal worth and dignity of women and men is recognized. 


It also refers to the growing ‘exploitation of sexuality' in which it is used 

to 'sell all kinds of products' and is linked in the media with violence and 
brutality. Sex tourism, it observes, exploits the poverty of women to ‘satisfy 
the lust of travellers'. 


After a discussion of how congregational and other groups might go about the 
study, and introduction of a 'core statement' about sexuality, the document 
turns to seven clusters of issues. It treats them in the context of various 
church statements, some of which differ notably from each other. 


Commenting on the study and the testing, WCC Education Director Clifford Payne 
said the goal is not to produce a WCC position paper on sexuality issues, but 
rather to share ecumenically points of view expressed by the church in different 
countries and by various Christian traditions. [EPS] 


WCC SENDS MESSAGES Ecumenical Press 
ON BURMA, CYPRUS Service 89.08.10 


GENEVA - General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches has sent 
messages on the situations in Burma and Cyprus. 


Last month, Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Kition and 111 women 
were arrested by Turkish troops during a protest march in the UN demilitarized 


zone separating the parts of Cyprus controlled by ethnic Greeks and ethnic Turks. 
Those arrested were released after three days. 


In a message to Church of Cyprus Archbishop Chrysostomos, Castro expressed 'great | 
concern' about the arrests in connection with the protest marking the '15th . 
anniversary of the foreign occupation of Cyprus' (a reference to the Turkish | 
troops which entered the northern part of the Mediterranean island country in 1974. 


In a message to Burmese militar 


eis y leader Saw Maung, Castro recalled the 'collective 


two years ago of 'key leaders working ... for development of a free nation.' © 
astro offered prayer that in connection with the elections set for next May ‘all 


crucial leaders and the people of Burma will ‘reach a solution of peace, national 
reconciliation, and democracy.' [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
URGES NO DEBT HELP FOR GOVERNMENT Service 89.08.11 


BELMONT (South Africa) - The South African Council of Churches has again 
endorsed a call to bankers and governments not to reschedule South Africa's 
foreign debt nor to give goverment any new loans or credits. 


SACC General Secretary Frank Chikane, during his opening report at the council's 
2lst National Conference at St Barnabas' College here, made an urgent call for 
the people of South Africa to intensify their efforts to further ‘isolate the 
apartheid regime from the international community’. 


He said they should ensure that the 'cultural boycott does not lose steam, 
increase diplomatic isolation, and campaign for the strict enforcement of 
the arms embargo including the exchange of technology and expert personnel 
who are granted double citizenship.' 


He also appealed to countries that trade with South Africa to impose sanctions. 
He said the whole community of nations and international organizations should 
enforce mandatory and comprehensive sanctions against the regime until it 
abandoned apartheid and made it possible for a democratic constitution to 
prevail. 


From resolutions, decisions, action and programmes of the churches in the 
previous five years Chikane formulated a three-part, non-violent strategy 
for the South African churches: 


(1) Direct non-violent action to force the regime to abandon apartheid and 
enter into negotiations that would lead to the establishment of a new society; 


(2) Support for and solidarity with those working to end apartheid; and 
(3) A campaign to isolate the regime politically, culturally, and economically. 


Chikane also said a call must be made to the white Dutch Reformed Church to 
radically re-interpret the gospel so as to reject apartheid entirely and 
without qualification. 


‘If the DRC were to demonstrate its commitment by calling on all whites in 
South Africa [to. use their power] and force their leaders to enter into a 
meaningful negotiation with the legitimate leaders of the oppressed people 
in South Africa, the whole political dynamic in South Africa could change', 
he said. 


During the conference's opening service, Roman Catholic priest Buti Thlagale, 
described South Africa as a sick society where the ill-treatment of pets 

and animals bothers people more than the health of children. "The rich 
Christians in the northern suburbs do not really care about the human rights 
of the oppressed people, they are in fact the oppressors', he said. 


Addressing the theme 'The Current Crisis in the Mission of the Church' in 

his presidential address, Lutheran Bishop Manas Buthelezi said that ‘in order 
to keep alive certain dimensions of the truth, it is practically necessary 
that there should be people who so emphasize and live that truth as if nothing 
else exists.' 


The crisis to which he referred was that the mission of the church has been 
clouded in ecclesiastical and political controversy. Bodies such as the 

SACC and some church leaders have been accused of being involved in activities 
unbecoming of a body sent by God, he said. [over] 


south africa/2 


His answer to the problem was 'that the SACC has an ongoing responsibility 

of proclaiming the gospel in its fullness so clearly that when we act according 
to it no reasonable Christian may be in doubt about the Christian character 

of our mission.' 


On the eve of the conference's opening service the college chapel was sprayed 
with poison. Workers involved in cleaning the chapel were hospitalized. 


The incident was the council's second experience of poisoning in recent months. 
Earlier, Chikane was poisoned by an organo-phosphate chemical. Chikane's 
family has also been harassed by security police. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL VISITORS JOIN MOSCOW Ecumenical Press 
BAPTISTS TO CELEBRATE EUCHARIST Service 89.08.12 


MOSCOW - Participants here for the meeting of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches travelled one night in a convoy of buses to the Moscow Baptist 
church to celebrate the eucharist with several hundred church members. 


The congregation is the largest in the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians- 
Baptists, one of the six USSR-based members of the WCC. 


The service included greetings from General Secretary Denton Lotz of the Baptist 
World Alliance. WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro preached the sermon, using 
John 3:1-17 as his text. 


Also asked to address the congregation was Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Philaret 
of Minsk, who chaired the Soviet ecumenical preparatory committee for the Central 
Committee meeting. 


His presence was a sign of ecumenical relations in the Soviet Union; he noted 


that it was 'difficult but possible' to bring representatives of different church 
traditions together here. 


(In terms of the Christian population, Russian Orthodoxy is by far the largest 
group in the Soviet Union, and for centuries was the state religion.) 


Worship included several congregational hymns and soloist and choir selections. 
Some of the music was Russian; other melodies were familiar to some of the foreign 
visitors, who were able to sing along without printed copies of the words. 


Michael Roshak, an Eastern Orthodox deacon responsible for Europe and the Soviet 
Union at the [US] National Council of Churches, and who has visited the 
congregation before, was welcomed as a brother in Christ. He sang the Lord's 
Prayer in English, using a musical setting common in evangelical circles. 


During the Lord's Supper, Lotz and AUCECB General Secretary Alexi Bichkov joined 


Vasil Logvinenko and Mikhail Zidkov, the pastors of the congregation, at the 
communion table. 


Large loaves of bread were lifted for prayer, then broken into small pieces on 
several large plates which were passed among members of the congregation by its 


leaders. Several large cups of wine were also prayed over, and then passed among 
the people. [EPS] 


ANGLICAN-EASTERN ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
GROUP TO FOCUS ON CHURCH Service 89.08.13 


NEW VALAMO (Finland) - Meeting for its first plenary session in 
five years, the international commission for Anglican-Eastern 
Orthodox theological dialogue decided to focus in the years 
ahead on 'theological foundations of ecclesiology' (teaching 
about the church). 


The communiqué from the group, following its meeting (20-26 
June) at the Eastern Orthodox monastery here, said 'new problems 
have arisen ... that seem to require study in depth’. 


It referred in particular to the once-a-decade meeting last 
year of the world's Anglican bishops, which acknowledged that 
women would be ordained Anglican bishops (as one subsequently 
was last February). Eastern Orthodoxy is officially strongly 
opposed to the ordination of women as priests or bishops. 


At its next meeting, in September 1990, the commission is 
to discuss three topics - 'image, symbol, and language in 
relation to the Trinity,' 'the Holy Trinity as communion,' 
and 'the filioque in relation to the immanent Trinity'. 


The third topic refers to the phrase, ‘and from the Son' (‘et 
Filiogque') which most Christians include in the Nicene Creed, 

but which Eastern Orthodox and some other traditions do not. 

The question at issue is whether the Holy Spirit comes ('proceeds') 
from the Father or from the Father and the Son, and what the 
implications of that are for the near presence of God in human 

life. 


Laer topics are to include Christ and the Spirit; Christ, 
creation, and humanity; and Christ and the church. 


Previously, the commission produced two agreed statements 
- Moscow, 1976, and Dublin, 1984. [EPS] 


Kenya: ecumenical council welcomes releases, amnesty EPS 89.08 .14 
NAIROBI - The National Council of Churches of Kenya has welcomed 
the release last month of four Kenyan political detainees, and the 
granting of amnesty to exiles. The NCCK statement, signed by its 
general secretary, Methodist minister Sam Kobia, and by its 
chairman, Anglican bishop Henry Okullu, said Kenyans should be free 
to express honestly-held opinions 'within reasonable limits and in 
the bounds of the law of the land, so long as those expressions are 
constructive and responsible, with the aim to build and not to 
destroy.' [EPS] 


Arson attack on ecumenical peace tree EPS 89.08.15 
BASLE (Switzerland) - A tree planted in the cathedral square here at 
the close of the European Ecumenical Assembly on Justice and Peace 


in May was seriously burned in an arson attack last month. A group 
seeking establishment of an alternative cultural centre here took 
responsibility for the attack. It said the assembly gave the 


false impression that the city is a 'haven of peace', when in fact 
it faces a variety of social problems. [EPS] 


ZAMBIA: CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
FAULT CURRICULUM PLANS Service 89.08.16 


(Moses Chitendwe and Isaac Phiri contributed to this story.) 


LUSAKA - A church-state row has erupted in zambia over scientific 
socialism as a compulsory, examinable subject in primary and 
secondary schools. 


The Conference of Roman Catholic bishops (ZEC) and the 20- 
denomination Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia (EFZ) have strongly 
protested to the Ministry of General Education, Youth and 

Sport against the new political-education syllabus which has 
already been distributed to the schools. 


The 200-plus participants at the EFZ annual general meeting 

here condemned the syllabus, which was not presented for approval 
to the Examination Council of Zambia, as a Marxist ideology 
intended to suppress the teaching of religious education in 
schools. 


'The whole trend is being that of Marxist ideology. We feel 
that the content of the syllabus will tend to inculcate in 
our children a feeling of hatred, antagonism to authority 
and violence which could easily find expression in acts of 
violence and delinquency. 


'Also, by ignoring the religious element of the human being, 
this teaching will tend to stunt proper growth in this aspect 
of life, besides undermining what schools will be trying to 
teach in religious education,' the EFZ participants observed. 


In the late 1970s, in a united stand, the church leadership 

in Zambia strongly rejected the introduction of scientific 
socialism in schools, describing it as ‘an oppressive system' 
which could not co-exist with religion. The government abandoned 
its plans. 


Officially Zambia is pursuing Humanism - a philosophy that 
seeks to give human beings a central place in all activities 
of life and acknowledges a creator God. 


The church leadership is also unhappy about the new Religious 
Education Syllabus which treats Christianity on the same level 
with other world religions. Said an editorial in the church-run 
National Mirror 'We are not against other faiths, but Zambia 


is a Christian country. ... Which predominantly Muslim country 
teaches Christianity?' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Decade booklet series launched ; EPS 89.08.17 
GENEVA - The Sub-Unit on Women of the World Council of Churches has 
launched a new series of booklets in connection with the Ecumenical 
Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, which began last year. 
‘Women, Poverty, and the Economy' is the title of the first. Et 
includes four sections - 'Global Issues and Connections', 'Regional 


Stories', 'Religious Perspectives and Responses', and ‘Further 
Analysis'. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/26) 


'Land is our Life’ is the title of the report on the Global Consultation on 
Land Rights sponsored by the World Council of Churches last June in Darwin 
(Australia [EPS 89.05.60]). It includes texts of the Darwin Declaration and 
the nine-resolution Darwin Petition. Copies are available from WCC/PCR, Box 


2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Two journalists - Marlin VanElderen from the World Council of Churches and 
Stephen Webb from the Christian Conference of Asia - helped the EPS editor 
cover the meeting in Moscow of the WCC Central Committee last month. Reports 
on the meeting are in this and the three previous EPS editions. In Moscow, 
Désirée De Rycke was administrative assistant and chief typist, with help from 
Miriam Reidy and Libby Visinand, also from the WCC staff. Sheila Mesa and 
Yvonne Gregory tended to EPS and other responsibilities in Geneva during the 


Moscow period. Many thanks to all. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 1 August. 
The next EPS is scheduled for 9 August. 


ROUNDUP: PERESTROIKA SURROUNDS Ecumenical Press 
WCC COMMITTEE MEETING IN MOSCOW Service 89.08.18 


MOSCOW - In its 40th meeting (here, 17-26 July) the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches named a 20-person committee to make proposals next 
March for a ‘programmatic reorganization' that could give the council, in the 
words of WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, the 'freedom and flexibility' to 


respond to new challenges posed by its Seventh Assembly (Canberra, Australia, 
February 1991). 


Also on the agenda was the committee's regular review of WCC programmes, 
decisions about the assembly programme, presentations on current issues in 
biotechnology, poverty, mission, and health, and statements about several world 
crises. About 150 Central Committee members were joined by some 300 observers, 
advisers, staff, guests, visitors, and media representatives for the meeting. 


Besides appointing the reorganization committee, the Central Committee asked 
Castro to initiate wide-ranging consultations on the understanding and vision 

of the WCC and its relationships with churches within and outside its membership, 
and with other Christian groups. 


Interspersed throughout the committee meeting, the third in a socialist country 
of Eastern Europe (others were in Galyateté, Hungary, in 1956, and Dresden, 
German Democratic Republic, in 1981), was exposure to church life in the USSR, 
particularly in the context of perestroika in Soviet society. 


The opportunities and challenges of perestroika were mentioned by each of the 
representatives of the WCC's six Soviet members - Baptist, Estonian and Latvian 
Lutheran, and Russian, Armenian, and Georgian Orthodox - when they introduced 
their life and work during a session at Trinity Monastery in Zagorsk. 


Besides attending an Orthodox commemoration in Zagorsk of the feast of St Sergius, 
founder of the monastery, and a eucharist at Moscow Baptist Church, participants 
in smaller groups visited local parishes on Sunday. Many of those at the 
meeting stayed on in the USSR for team visits in several parts of the country. 


At a reception in the Kremlin, Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov paid tribute 
to 'religious believers and clergy' for their support for 'the course for a 
radical renewal of Soviet society'. He said the WCC emphasis on justice, peace 
and the integrity of creation is ‘permeated with humanistic ideals' and 'going in 
a promising direction'. 


A more extensive introduction to perestroika came from a five-person panel, 
including an economist, a scientist, a writer, the deputy director of the foreign 
department of the Communist Party Central Committee, and Russian Orthodox 
Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk. Despite years of exclusion from national debate 
about social, cultural, and economic life, Kirill said the church is now taking 
part in the dialogue going on in the USSR. 


The committee spoke on several international issues. It expressed concern about 
obstacles on the way to free and fair elections in Namibia and called on churches 
to support ecumenical efforts to deal with Namibians returning from exile. 
Banks were asked not to help South Africa reschedule its foreign debt. The 
committee urged churches to press for an international peace conference on the 
Middle East and to ask their governments to urge Israel to halt new Jewish 
settlements in the Occupied Territories and to consider dismantling existing ones. 
[over] 


roundup/2 


An appeal for an immediate halt to hostilities in Lebanon spoke of the country's 
unique character ... as a democratic and pluralistic model ... founded on 
Christian-Muslim coexistence.' In a statement on "developments in Europe', the 
committee welcomed 'the process of transformation that is taking place' there, 
‘leading to greater cooperation among nations’. 


The committee received a report from Castro on Romania, recommending that the 
WCC monitor the situation there, promote visits and meetings among churches 
inside and outside of Romania, follow international human rights efforts, and 
support churches, especially in Hungary, working with refugees who have fled 
Romania because of reported plans to replace 7000 villages by ‘agro-industrial 
complexes’. 


With a delegation from the [North] Korean Christians Federation present, the 
committee adopted a major policy statement on Korean reunification, building 

on a process in which the WCC and North and South Korean churches have been 
engaged for several years. It says Korea should be reunified by Koreans, 
without outside interference, and through a process of democratic participation 
by all Koreans. 


Panelists familiar with recent scientific developments offered a broad and 
sobering overview of emerging issues in biotechnology. The committee urged 
churches to draw public attention to these issues and take part in developing 
safeguards and controls. It called for bans on genetic testing for sex 
selection, experiments involving genetic engineering on the human germline, 
‘commercialized childbearing', and use of genetic engineering in biological and 
chemical warfare research. It also said strict international controls on 


releasing genetically-engineered organisms into the environment should be 
adopted soon. 


Two speakers at a plenary session on world poverty asked whether the church is 
living up to its nature and destiny in the eyes of God. Using vivid illustrations 
of poverty in Latin America, Argentine Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura said the 
idea of development has been replaced by the quest for survival and that the 

quest for economic growth has widened the difference between sectors of society. 
Dutch economist Bob Goudzwaard charged that a main cause of world poverty is that 


wealthy nations 'create money' in a way that allows rich countries to be financed 
by poor ones. 


Besides reaffirming its decision, despite financial uncertainties, to maintain at © 
550 the number of participants in the WCC World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and 
the Integrity of Creation (next March in Seoul, South Korea), the committee said 
‘covenanting' at the convocation should focus on three issues: the economic order 
and debt crisis, militarism, and the 'greenhouse effect’. 


The committee also called for a WCC study of moral, theological, and legal issues 
related to the death penalty, endorsed a proposed early-1990 World Summit for 
Children, initiated by the UN agency Unicef, approved a new (third) executive 
staff position for the WCC Sub-Unit on Youth, and approved in principle the 
establishment in the early 1990s of an Ecumenical News Service, in cooperation 
with other ecumenical and confessional organizations. 


Welcomed into WCC membership was the Kiribati Protestant Church (KPC), and into 
affiliation was the Melanesian Council of Churches (MCC). A 1990 budget of 


42.1 million Swiss francs (up 1.4 percent from this year) was approved. 
1s projected at 40.67 million Swiss francs; 
from reserves. 


Income 
the rest will be covered by transfers 
The committee heard from its Assembly Planning Committee that 
arrangements for Canberra are on schedule. It approved a draft schedule for the | 


two-week gathering (7-20 February 1991) and subjects for its plenary sessions. [EPS] 


WCC COMMITTEE SPEAKS ON EUROPE, Ecumenical Press 
SOUTHERN AFRICA, MIDDLE EAST Service 89.08.19 


MOSCOW - Statements and messages approved by the WCC Central Committee (meeting 
here, 17-26 July) dealt with southern Africa, the Middle East, and Europe 

[EPs 89.05.3735, 356,38. Separately, its officers took actions on China 

and Sri Lanka [EPS 89.08.21]. 


Rejoicing with churches in Namibia, 'on the threshold of the birth of a sovereign 
state with the promise of justice and equality for all', the committee expressed 
concern about obstacles to free,;elections there. 


A message to church leaders in Jerusalem commends their 'faithful witness' 
during the last 20 months of turmoil and calls the intifada (Palestinian 
uprising against Israeli occupation) 'a genuine expression of the national 


aspirations of the people, who have affirmed their nationhood and their 
determination to have a state of their own.' 


A statement by the committee urges churches to press their governments on the 
convening of an international conference on the Middle East and to ask them to 
appeal to Israel for 'compassion and restraint' in responding to the intifada, 
for a halt to establishing new settlements in the Occupied Territories, and for 
consideration of 'dismantling the existing Jewish settlements' there. 


In another statement, the committee expressed "deep concern over continued 
violence in Lebanon and the loss of human lives' there. 


It urged an "immediate cessation of hostilities so that Lebanon may recover its 
independence and national unity, exercise its sovereignty over all its 
internationally-recognised territory, and resume, free from all external 
interventions, a normal constitutional life, guaranteed liberty,. and the respect 
of the rights of its citizens and communities, within adequately reformed 
institutions.' 


A statement on South Africa commended the report of the WCC Eminent Church 
Persons Group, which early this year visited church and government leaders in 
seven countries with trade links to South Africa. 


Reaffirming its call for 'comprehensive and mandatory sanctions' as ‘essential 
to bring the apartheid regime to the negotiating table and to make apartheid 
unbearably expensive to maintain', it also urged four steps to create conditions 
within South Africa for "peaceful participation in the political process by all' 
South Africans. 


A statement on developments in Europe generated the most discussion as all the 
statements and messages came back to the floor for further discussion at the 
last committee plenary. 


The statement "welcomes the process of transformation that is taking place in 
Europe leading to greater cooperation among nations.’ It notes 'new . 
possibilities ... for promoting religious freedom, human rights, and rights 
of national minorities' as a result of the recently-agreed Vienna Concluding 
Document. 


It also observes that 'the important developments taking place in the Soviet 
Union and other East European countries, and the call fora "common European 
house' have profound implications not only for Europe, but for the whole 
world.' [EPS] 


wcc TO STUDY DEATH PENALTY, Ecumenical Press 
COMMENDS STUDY ON HEALTH Service 89.08.20 


MOSCOW - At its meeting here (17-26 July), the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches called for a WCC study of moral, theological, and legal 
issues related to the death penalty, and commended the results of a long-term 
wcc study on health, healing, wholeness. 


In asking for the death-penalty study, the committee had before it a report 
from its Unit Committee on Justice and Service which expressed serious concern 
for the increasing use of the death penalty in many parts of the world. 


While recognising that the WCC has no explicitly stated policy rejecting the 
death penalty, it noted that the WCC had taken actions based on an implicit 
policy of rejecting the death penalty, and that many WCC members have already 
adopted unequivocal positions against capital punishment. 


In commending a 'Summary Paper on Healing and Wholeness - the Role of the 
Churches in Health', and other material from a lengthy WCC study which was 
discussed here [EPS 89.08.07], the committee challenged WCC members to make 
policy statements on their involvement in health care and healing, reaffirming 
the healing ministry of the church and stating their commitment to community 
building and to justice in health. [EPS] 


WCC SENDS MESSAGES Ecumenical Press 
ON CHINA, SRI LANKA Service 89.08.21 


MOSCOW - During the meeting here (17-26 July) of the Central Committee of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, the WCC officers sent 
messages to the China Christian Council, the governments of India and Sri Lanka, 
and 'the churches in Sri Lanka‘. 


The officers say 'the churches around the world' are praying for the China 
Christian Council and 'all the people of China' that, in the words of an earlier 
WCC message, 'the visions of the young and the dreams of the aged' will not be 
"lost in God's memory, and will in his good time come to fruition.' 


The WCC officers are 'confident that in spite of the present difficulties, the 
aspirations of the Chinese people for justice will be fulfilled. ... We assure 
you of our support as you continue in your prophetic and pastoral ministry 


giving hope to people, calling them to repentance, and affirming solidarity 
with the suffering.' 


The messages to the Sri Lankan and Indian governments urge them to take 
actions to speed negotiations to help end the violence in Sri Lanka. 


Violence between majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils in Sri Lanka led to a. 
decision to call in Indian troops as a peace-keeping force. There is now 
disagreement about how soon these troops should withdraw. 


In the message to the Sri Lankan churches ‘at this time of political turmoil 
all over the country', the officers 'share your concern about the suffering of 


the anaopss caused by violence, violations of human rights, and tensions in the 
region. 


They also ‘deplore the killing of several political and community leaders and 
many innocent civilians in all parts of the island. ... We assure you of our 


continuing support in your humanitarian and pastoral ministry. We uphold all 
the people of Sri Lanka in our prayers.' [EPS] 


WCC ADOPTS HISTORIC TEXT Ecumenical Press 
ON REUNIFICATION OF KOREA Service 89.08.22 


MOSCOW - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (meeting here, 
17-26 July) adopted (25 July) an historic document on the reunification of Korea. 


It was described as the first major policy statement on Korean reunification 
by any international body in 43 years. 


The statement, 'Peace and the Reunification of Korea', results from a process in. 
which denominations in South Korea and Christians in North Korea have been 
actively involved. 


The text points to the high human cost of the division of Korea, notably the 
separation of millions of families. 


The text recommends eight 'priority considerations' in terms of a review of Korea 
policies to "bring them in line with the objectives of peace, justice and 
reunification'. These include: 


- The people of Korea should be the ultimate subjects in decisions affecting 
their future, without outside interference or tutelage. The reunification of 
Korea should be carried out through a process of democratic participation by all 
members of the Korean nation. 


- In particular, the USA, USSR, Japan and China should be pressed to state 
clearly their intention to pursue the reunification of Korea as a matter of 
national policy. 


- The reunification process should respect and recognize the reality of the 
two existing autonomous systems in the spirit of peaceful coexistence, with the 
objective of building up one unified country. Any proposal implying the 
permanent division of Korea should be rejected. 


- A radical reduction of military forces, facilities, and weapons should be 
sought on the Korean peninsula in order to eliminate one of the major threats 
to regional and world peace. 


- The USA should be urged to remove immediately all nuclear weapons from 
Korean soil and both the USA and the USSR should be urged also to remove all 
nuclear weapons aimed at Korea. 


- All parties to theconflict must be urgently reminded of the humane and moral 
imperative of finding appropriate mechanisms to open many and varied forms of 
contact between the two parts of the country. 


In the statement, the WCC urges its members and other ecumenical bodies to help 
Korean Christians in their struggle for peace and the reunification of their 
people by engaging in activities of solidarity which may include contact with 
churches and Christians in Korea, and production and sharing of information 
about Korea. 


Before the statement was adopted, church representatives from North and South 
Korea addressed the committee. Ko Gi Jun, general secretary of the [North] 
Korean Christians Federation, praised WCC involvement in efforts to reunite 
Korea. 


On behalf of the church in South Korea, Kim Hyung-Tae said he and Ko had spoken 
to the Soviet Prime Minister, N.I. Ryzhkov, and appealed to him for help. He 
said the World Convocation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation next 
March in Seoul would consider the reunification question, and that this 15 August 
has been set as a day of prayer for Korean unification. [EPS] 


COVENANTING FOR JUSTICE, Ecumenical Press 
PEACE, CREATION DEBATED Service 89.08.23 


MOSCOW - Covenanting is expected to be a major aspect of the World Convocation 
on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC), next March in Seoul. 


As such, the concept received a fair amount of comment and discussion during 
the meeting here (17-26 July) of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches, sponsor of the convocation. 


At a news conference on JPIC during the meeting, Swiss Reformed theologian 
Marga Buhrig, one of the seven WCC presidents, said covenanting does not mean 
simply producing a new document, but committing people to definite acts, and 
discussion of JPIC issues as they apply in particular settings. 


She said the WCC wants to use the convocation to listen to the voices of those 
in situations where JPIC is lacking. 


Also speaking at the news conference, Preman Niles, WCC director for JPIC, said 
covenants are a way in which affirmations from the convocation can become 
concrete in the life of the churches. The concept is used, he said, because 
it affirms God's covenant with the whole of creation, calls people to respond 
to JPIC concerns, is a biblical term, and is part of the ecumenical vocabulary. 


Despite some disagreements, the Central Committee limited convocation covenanting 
to three issues: the current international economic order and the debt crisis, 
‘total security' strategies (militarism), and the 'greenhouse effect". 


During committee debate on plans for the convocation, Kirill of Smolensk 
(Eastern Orthodox, USSR) was among those who questioned the idea of limiting 
the covenants to three issues: ‘If we say that of all the problems that 
challenge the integrity of creation we will covenant only on the greenhouse 
effect, we will disappoint thousands of Christians and others", he observed. 


Walter Arnold (Lutheran, West Germany) wanted a methodological and theological 


definition of covenanting to clarify the concept and prevent any misunderstanding 
and disappointment. 


Suresh Paul (United, India), said covenanting involving only church bodies is 
an example of arrogance and hypocrisy. He said the church must listen to 
people of other faiths and not just accept their presence at the convocation as 
tokens. He said people of traditional and tribal religions are more involved 
in sustaining our life-supporting environment. 


Janice Love (Methodist, USA) responded to the criticisms by saying that even 
though the term covenanting causes difficulty, it can still be used. She said 
the three issues may need more work, but the areas have been limited to bring 
them into the lives of people, where action can be taken. 


The committee also decided to invite the original number of participants (550) 
planned for the convocation (instead of the smaller number some had suggested) 
and to aim for participation from as many of the 307 WCC members as possible. 


[EPS] 


BIOTECHNOLOGICAL DANGERS Ecumenical Press 
HIGHLIGHTED IN GUIDELINES Service 89.08.24 


MOSCOW - The potential dangers of many forms of biotechnology were recognised 
by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches when it urged 

(26 July) WCC members to take a series of actions promoting safeguards and 
controls on the use of such technology. 


On the basis of a document on 'Biotechnology: Its Challenges for the Churches 
and the World’ the committee adopted a list of proposals for study and possible 
implementation by the church in \different countries. 


While positive features of biotechnology are acknowledged, the recommendations 
concentrate on safeguards against possible abuses. 


They call for prohibition of genetic testing for sex selection and warn against 
the potential use of genetic testing for other forms of involuntary social 
engineering. They also draw attention to the way in which knowledge about an 
individual's genetic make-up can be abused as the basis for unfair 
discrimination. 


In addition to proposing a ban on experiments involving genetic engineering of 
the human germline, the recommendations encourage ethical reflection to help 
develop future guidelines, and urge strict controls on experiments involving 
genetically-engineered ‘somatic cells'. 


As well as commercialized child-bearing, the recommendations urge a ban of the 
commercial sale of ova, embryos, foetuses or foetal parts and sperm. 


Nations throughout the world were called on to cease all use of genetic 
engineering as part of any biological or chemical warfare research programme, 
and to reconvene conventions on biological and chemical weapons in order to 
create new and effective protocols which prohibit their development, production 
and use. 


The recommendations stress the need for pastoral counselling for individuals 
faced with difficult reproductive choices resulting from genetic information 
concerning themselves and others, and encourage member churches to keep 
themselves informed on how new developments in reproductive technology affect 
families. 


The recommendations on biotechnology were submitted with the report from the 
WCC's programme unit on 'Faith and Witness'. 


In other action on its final day, the committee: 


- called for more WCC study of the issue of 'proselytism' (a term applied 
negatively by some when people go from one Christian tradition to another). 


- urged the strengthening of WCC work on interfaith dialogue, notably in 
connection with East Asia, Marxism, and followers of traditional religions. 


- approved amendments to the constitution of the WCC Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism. [EPS] 


SYMPOSIUM REFLECTS ON LEGACY Ecumenical Press 
OF CZECH THEOLOGIAN HROMADKA Service 89.08.25 


PRAGUE - Sixty participants in a symposium here (4-9 June) said a radical 
critique of capitalism is needed now more than ever. They said nations in 
debt and the poor all around the world "need a way out, an alternative to 
strangulation by global finance capital and transnational corporations.' 


The consultation, honouring the life and work of Josef Lukl Hromadka (1889- 
1969) on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of his birth, heard and 
discussed papers by Christian scholars from Europe, North America and Asia 
and by one Marxist scholar from Czechoslovakia. According to a statement 
from the symposium they reflected the 'depth, timeliness and breadth of 
Hromadka's life and thought’. 


It was in the context of discussions about 'perestroika and glasnost' and the 
future of Marxist socialism that participants saw the need for a radical 
critique of capitalism. 


New signs of hope were recognised in the "encouraging initiatives towards 
reduction in the nuclear arms threat and disarmament led by the USSR. 
Nevertheless Christians and churches need to repent and search together with 
Marxists and others for ways of renewal of hope in an alternative to 
capitalism.' 


Hromadka, an ordained minister in the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren, 
was a well-known theologian widely recognised for his theological reflections 
on Christianity as it exists in countries with communist governments. He was 
a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches from its 
founding in 1948 until the year of his death. [EPS] 


Kenya: ecumenical programme launched for people with Aids EPS 89.08.26 
MOMBASA — NCCK, the ecumenical council for Kenya, has launched a programme to 
help combat Aids. The programme is to help train pastors and other church 
leaders in preventive Aids counselling. Kenyan Minister of Health Mwai Kibaki 
attended the launch here of the NCCK programme. [EPS] 


British ecumenical council postpones China conference EPS 89.08. 27 
LONDON - The British Council of Churches has announced postponement of a 
conference scheduled next month on social change in China. It was to bring 


together Chinese, British, and other church representatives. Peter Leung, BCC 
executive secretary for China relations, expressed great disappointment at the 
postponement. 'But', he said, 'at this time we have to accept the wisdom of 
the Chinese Christians who feel that they should be at home now, doing their 
work there' in the wake of the government crackdown on those who demonstrated 
earlier this year for more democracy in the country. [EPS] 


Kenya: church protesters end hunger strike EPS 89.08. 28 
NAIROBI - Leaders of Katakwa Archdeaconry in the Anglican Diocese of Nambale 
ended their 10-day sit-in and hunger strike at the residence of Kenya Anglican 
Archbishop Manasses Kuria after the Kenyan Anglican Standing Committee appointed 
a commission to study archdeaconry grievances against its diocese. In the 
meantime, Kuria has episcopal jurisdiction over the area. People from the 
archdeaconry opposed to the protesters charge that Bishop Alexander Muge of 


Eldoret Diocese has incited the Katakwa protesters to reject the leadership of 
Nambale Diocesan Bishop Isaac Namango. [EPS] 


USSR: ‘INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN' Ecumenical Press 
COMMUNITY" ASKS WCC SUPPORT Service 89.08.29 


MOSCOW - Representatives of the Independent Christian Community, part of an 
informal network pressing for ‘greater reforms in Soviet church-state relations, 


and at some points at odds with official church leadership, has urged the World 
Council of Churches to take up their cause. 


The appeal came in a letter sent to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro during 
the meeting here of the WCC Central Committee (17-26 July). IcC released the 
Russian text and an English translation at a news conference on the next-to-last 
day of the meeting. 


Castro commented on the letter and related issues at a news conference at the 
end of the meeting. The letter asks Castro to put on the agenda of 'future 

sessions' of the committee an item on 'the state of the church and religious 

communities in the USSR'. 


Also, it asks his help in getting out of Soviet customs an offset printing 
machine. (It was sent by 'Western Christians' for the ICC 'Bulletin of Christian 
Opinion'.) And it asks Castro 'if possible to add to the open nationwide 
discussion' of the proposed draft law on freedom of religion. 


The ICC letter says 'we must not ignore the fact that during 70 years of Soviet 
power, religion in this country has been persecuted, and everything that was to 
do with the Russian Orthodox Church was considered not just harmful, but even 
hostile to the whole Soviet system. ... We believe that though perestroika ... 
has already positively influenced church-state relations, the changes are not 
yet serious and irreversible enough.' 


The letter lists several ‘evidently positive changes' in the perestroika period, 
but speaks also of their ‘ambiguous character'. 


It charges that a proposed new Soviet law about freedom of conscience is 'being 
worked out secretly', and notes that its own proposed draft 'has not yet been ... 
commented on either by the state or by the hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox 
Church', even though it 'has been highly praised by prominent Soviet and foreign 
religious and public figures.' 


It says there were 55 000 Russian Orthodox churches before the 1917 revolution, 
but, notwithstanding the reopening of upwards of 2000 in the last two years, 
only 7000 were functioning in 1988. Moreover, it says, some cities with 
populations of several million (Novosibirsk, Gorky, Sverdlovsk) have only one 
or two functioning churches. 


It says the new church charter agreed in June 1988 by the Local Council of the 
Russian Orthodox Church has not come into effect yet 'because of resistance on 
the part of the [Soviet government] Council for Religious Affairs.' 


And, it adds, 'it is still not possible for religious believers to publish their 
own journals normally, official media do not give a true picture of church life, 
believers cannot express their point of view in official media' and 'cannot 

distribute Christian literature without official approval of local authorities.' 


At the news conference at which the letter was distributed were ICC representatives 
from Russian Orthodox, Roman Catholic (including Ukrainian Catholic), and Baptist 
backgrounds. 
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IcC leader Alexander Ogorodnikov, who spent eight years in Soviet labour camps, 
said the independent Christian network continues its efforts to speed the pace 
of improvement in church-state relations, including public demonstrations and 
hunger strikes in some cases. He said it also monitors difficulties with 
government authorities still faced by believers, especially in smaller towns or 


more remote areas of the country. 


Asked about the letter during the news conference, especially its call for open 
discussion of proposed new Soviet legislation on freedom of conscience, Castro 
said that while the 'national debate will take place in the political organs 

of the country, I believe that the opinion and advice of the churches should 

also be part of the public debate. ... I encourage public discussion of all laws', 
he added, ‘especially those that affect religious Tite. ' 


Later on, he said the WCC is 'very happy at what is going on in the Soviet Union, 
but we want to see more' - for example, public discussion of the proposed law on 
religious freedom, and the reopening of many more churches. 


In response to another question, Castro outlined three aspects to the question 
of whether or not Ukrainian Catholicism (an Eastern-rite form of Roman 
Catholicism which, in the Soviet Union, has been part of the Russian Orthodox 
Church since 1946) should have a separate legal existence [EPS 89.08. ]. 


At one level, he said, the Vatican and the Soviet government have to ‘deal 
with disagreements of the past'. 


On the ecumenical level, he said, dialogue between Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
representatives is needed, because the existence of Eastern-rite Roman 
Catholicism causes a negative Orthodox reaction in several countries. 
(Historically, most Eastern-rite forms of Roman Catholicism have parallels in 
Orthodoxy; there is often disagreement about the causes of the formation and 
the legitimacy of these Eastern rites.) 


Finally, on the pastoral level, the question is "how to help people who might 
not feel at home in a particular church loyalty.' He said it is ‘not so 
simple as just handing back churches, because the division can also be within 
parishes.' He said the pastoral goal msut be to avoid a win-lose situation. 
[EPS] 


Pimen marks 79th birthday EPS 89.08.30 
MOSCOW - Dozens of Orthodox hierarchs from the Soviet Union and overseas, plus 
ecumenical guests and representatives of the Soviet government assembled 

(23 July) for a festive banquet to mark the 79th birthday of Russian Orthodox 
Patriarch Pimen. Looking frail and somewhat withdrawn, Pimen thanked the well- 
wishers for coming. He urged them to combine ‘spirit with duty'. World 
Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro told Pimen ‘your church and 
our churches together offer a unique chance to show that God has love for this 
world.' [EPS] 


REFORMATIONS' HEIRS OUTLINE Ecumenical Press 
COMMON POSITIONS, DIFFERENCES Service 89.08.31 


PRAGUE - Thirty representatives of the 'first and radical reformations' (meeting 
here 20-24 June), outlined a common position on issues relating to economic and 
ecological justice and acknowledged some differences in their witness in the 
world. 


This was the third such consultation on the heritage of these two reformations - 
and was attended by Waldensians, Hussites, Czech Brethren, Mennonites, Hutterites, 
Quakers, Brethren, and Moravians. All these church traditions have roots either 
in pre-16th century church-reform movements or in the 'radical' wings of the 

16th century Reformation. 


The consultation agreed the traditions must speak prophetically against all 
manifestations of unrestrained and unqualified economic growth in the societies 
in which they live. It reaffirmed the ‘historic calling of the faith community 
to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, and to visit those in prison in whom we 
meet Jesus.' 


Participants said they were compelled to 'stand with Jesus in his solidarity 
with the poor and afflicted in every generation, both within and beyond the 
household of faith.' 


They recognized in their traditions a biblical witness against slavery, usury, 
greed, luxurious living, economic oppression, the accumulation of wealth, ‘and 
particularly Christians' and the churches' all-too-frequent complcity in these 
practices.' 


'We reject the spirit, logic, and practice of the predominant world economic 
system which destroys national economies through debt and trade mechanisms, 
impoverishes and causes the death of millions, and destroys the earth for 
profits' sake.’ 


Accepting the calling of believers to create alternative habits of thought, and 
patterns of shared economic practice in their personal and corporate existence, 
they said they believe 'the churches' credibility depends on their - and our - 

willingness first to practice what is commended to others.' 


The consultation also noted differences among the traditions, including 
relative emphasis on Scripture and the Spirit for direction, a variety of 
alternative patterns in reaction to dominant economic systems, and in forms of 
protest adopted, and different degrees of involvement in or separation from the 
world. 


Some traditions have established communities of common production and goods as 
a normative Christian practice while others give a dissenting witness but still 
participate in all aspects of the economic system of the whole society. 


Some reject all forms of coercion and violence while others accept some types as 
a last resort. 


Some believe they are called primarily to be the church while also working 
within the structures of the society in which they live. Some believe they 
are called to exercise their responsibility by becoming agents of economic 
justice in society. 


Participants listed several ‘common commitments' such as: 
[over] 


reformations/2 


- modest lifestyles; 


h bodies to accept a ratio of not more than one-to-three 


- encouraging churce Cm 3 
ial between minimum and maximum net 


as a guideline for the income different 
income after taxes; 


- seeking and maintaining in economic practice the equal dignity of women 
and men, and of all races and nationalities; and 


seeking to avoid sources of income that involve violence, harmful 
d the misuse of natural resources. 


substances, oppression of human beings, an 


[EPS] 
NEW WCC MEMBER CHURCH WELCOMED; Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL NEWS SERVICE AFFIRMED Service 89.08.32 


MOSCOW - Acceptance by the WCC Central Committee (meeting here, 17-26 July) of 
the Kiribati Protestant [Reformed] Church's application for membership brings 
to 307 the number of WCC member churches. 


The Central Committee also accepted the Melanesian Council of Churches as an 
affiliated council, approved in principle new measures for sharing ecumenical 
news, and specified ‘responsibilities of WCC membership'. 


Until 1968 a part of the London Missionary Society (now the Council for World 
Mission), the Kiribati Protestant Church has 124 congregations with 31 000 
members, about half the population of the 33 islands of this independent South 
Pacific. republic. Kiribati's total land area of 719 square kilometres is 
scattered over more than 3 million square kilometres of the Pacific. 


Urging approval of its application, Bernard Thorogood (United, England), a 
former KPC member, noted that all but one of its islands are low-lying atolls, 
whose very existence could be threatened if the 'greenhouse effect' raises 
ocean levels. 'This is a small church in a small part of the world, where the 
people have no control over events that affect them', Thorogood said. ‘Their 
joining the WCC is a sign of strength, courage and confidence.' 


The Melanesian Council of Churches includes seven members (Anglican, Baptist, 


Roman Catholic, two Lutheran, Salvation Army, and United) in Papua New Guinea 
and the Solomon Islands. 


Agreeing on the need for 'more effective communication of ecumenical news to 

the media', the committee 'approved in principle' establishment of an Ecumenical 
News Service with other ecumenical and confessional organizations. More details 
of the proposal, including a budget and timetable for implementation, are to be 
reported to the committee at its next meeting, in March. 


After several years of discussing the responsibilities of WCC member churches, 
the committee approved a new WCC Rule stating that membership ‘signifies 
faithfulness to the Basis of the council, fellowship in the council, participation 


in the life and work of the council, and commitment to the ecumenical movement 
as integral to the mission of the church.' 


A report to the committee from one of its four unit committees also expressed 
hope that the Sixth Report of the Joint Working Group between the WCC and the 
Roman Catholic Church will be ready for the March meeting of the Central 


Committee ‘and will offer new perspectives of significant steps for the future' 
in global WCC-Roman Catholic relations. [EPS] 
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WCC's CASTRO REVIEWS Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL QUESTIONS Service 89.08.33 


MOSCOW - Speaking at anews conference just after the final session of the 
meeting (here, 17-26 July) of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro responded to questions 
about a variety of ecumenical issues. 


Asked about Vatican participation in the WCC Convocation on Justice, Peace, 
and the Integrity of Creation (next March in Seoul), he noted that there 
are Vatican-designated staff members helping to prepare it. 


He said WCC is still waiting for confirmation of the names of those who 

will fill the 50 places (of 550) planned for Vatican-designated participants. 
He said there never was a confirmed Vatican pledge of a financial contribution. 
Such a contribution is not now included in the projection of income for 

the meeting. 


Asked why he waited so long to push for a reorganisation of WCC programs 
- Castro became WCC general secretary in January 1985 - he said change 
requires preparation, and reorganisation requires consultation. 


Responding to a question about his earlier description of the WCC role in 
human-rights issues as being somewhere between that of the international 
Red Cross and that of Amnesty International, he said that when WCC acts 
on issues such as Romania [EPS 89/24] it asks: "How do we help? What 
do we say to help those people?' 


He said it is part of the special WCC vocation to be a forum for discussion 
among representatives of different countries and traditions without 
"breaking the community.' 


He said other organizations and institutions, including the media, have 
their own special contributions to make in such matters, and that each 
should carry out its distinctive role. 


He also commented that he finds it interesting that criticisms on this 
score seem to be directed much more often at the WCC than at the Vatican, 
even though the Vatican also practices a great deal of quiet diplomacy. 


Asked about church relationships with Marxist governments, Castro said that 
with perestroika and glasnost it has become easier for the church to express 
disagreements and engage in dialogue with state authorities in some countries 
in a non-confrontational way. 


Castro also answered various questions about the WCC and religious liberty 
and dissent [EPS 89.08.29]. 


He also listed what he considered highlights of the meeting here, including 
its discussion and recommendations on biotechnological issues; the report 
from the recent WCC World Conference on Mission and Evangelism; the plenary 
and written material on health, healing, and wholeness; new impetus for 
‘the JPIC process; appointment of a committee to make proposals to 
reorganise WCC programs; the review of plans for the WCC assembly in 
Australia in February 1991; and the committee actions on the situations 


in several countries. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT : 'wCC Central Committee Letter to Churches in Namibia" EPS 89.08. 34 


This is excerpted from a letter to the Namibian churches approved on the 
final day (26 July) of the meeting in Moscow of the Central Committee of 


the World Council of Churches. 


... We greet you at this historic moment in the life of the Christian community 
in Namibia. We have supported you in the course of the struggle for justice 

in your country. We have been inspired by your faithful witness sometimes 
through seemingly impossible trials. 


God does answer the prayers of the faithful. Today we rejoice as we stand 
with you on the threshold of the birth of a sovereign state with the promise 
of justice and equality for all. 


We thank God for the process of repatriation of some 41,000 Namibian exiles. 
We share in the tears of joy and of pain as many are reunited with their 
loved ones who had left their homeland to struggle for freedom; and the 
sadness of many others whose relatives have died in the struggle for justice. 
We uphold all these families in our prayers. 


The anguish and bitterness of the past must never be allowed to overshadow 
the promises and responsibilities of this time. We understand that there 

is justifiable anxiety about the situation as you move with your people, 
under God, towards the elections in November in preparation for independence. 


We welcome the proclamation of amnesty and the repeal of discriminatory 

or restrictive laws. More particularly, we note, this was designed to ensure 
free participation by all the Namibians in free and fair elections, the 
first ever in the territory. 


We share your concern, however, about factors that may undermine the achievement 
of this goal, including the continuation of the law which divides Namibia's 
population into various ethnic groups and the rapidly deteriorating security 
situation especially in the north along the border with Angola. 


In particular, concern has been raised about the activities of KOEVOET, 
formerly the counterinsurgency unit of the army, who murder and terrorise 
ordinary Namibians. The Secretary-General of the United Nations has declared 
that Koevoet counterinsurgency units are unfit for continued service in 

the police during the transition period. We hope that appropriate action 
will be taken immediately to deal with this disturbing factor. 


We share the concern and anxiety that have been expressed about the power 
of the white farmers over their workers in the rural areas. We have learnt 
that many use their exclusive access to their labourers and farm-dwellers 
to intimidate them, and to give misinformation against one of the leading 


parties in the elections and against the Counncil of Churches in Namibia 
and its member churches. 


In response to communications received from you we are calling upon member 
churches to engage in concrete actions of solidarity with you. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "Message to Jerusalem Church Leaders' EPS 89.08. 35 


This is excerpted from a message to church leaders in Jerusalem approved 

on the final day (26 July) of the meeting in Moscow of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches. The Committee also approved a ‘Statement 
on the Occupied Territories". 


... We are always conscious of the unique place you occupy in the fellowship 
of the churches as the Heads of the Christian Communities in Jerusalem 

and the special significance of your ecumenical cooperation. We commend 

your faithful witness in the period of turmoil of the last 20 months in 

the Occupied Territories. 


We share with you the agony of the people to whom you have been called 

to minister. You have called the attention of the ecumenical family and 
the international community to the constant deprivation of fundamental 
rights and tragic and unnecessary loss of lives of your people. We share 
your special concern about the closure of schools and colleges over a long 
period denying the basic right of education. 


We realise that the "intifada" is a genuine expression of the national 
aspirations of the people, who have affirmed their nationhood and their 
determination to have a state of their own. 


We share with you the support for the struggle of the Palestinian people. 

We want to reaffirm that the mutual recognition of the Israeli and Palestinian 
people on the basis of equality is the only guarantee for peace in the 

Holy Land and the region as a whole where three religious communities viz. 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam live. 


We regret that the most recent developments in the state of Israel have 
not been encouraging for the peace process. We will continue to pray and 
call for the holding of the International Peace Conference on the Middle 
East, the urgency of which is underlined by the new developments. 


We want to assure you of the solidarity of the community of faith around 
the world in your continuing pastoral ministry in these very difficult times. 
Your witness is a source of inspiration to all of us. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT : "WCC Central Committee Statement on Lebanon’ EPS 89.08.36 


This is excerpted from a statement on Lebanon approved on the final day 
(26 July) of the meeting in Moscow of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. 


... The Central Committee draws the world's attention to the unique character 
of Lebanon, as a democratic and pluralistic model in the Middle East founded 
on Christian-Muslim co-existence. Such an entity must be preserved in its 

own rights and as a source of human enrichment. If it were to disintegrate 
and disappear, consequences of utmost gravity will then ensue threatening 
peace in the Middle East and the stability of nations. 


The survival of Lebanon requires particularly the implementation of the UN 
Security Council resolution 425, the withdrawal of all foreign forces from 
Lebanon, the establishment of a strong central authority, and the exercise 
of full Lebanese sovereignty. 


The WCC commends the initiative of the Arab League and appeals to the League 
and to the United Nations to continue their efforts to achieve an immediate 
ceasefire and to work for a permanent settlement of the Lebanese crisis. 


The Central Committee expresses its appreciation for the sustained work of 


the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) under very difficult circumstances.... 
[rpc] 


ECUTEXT : 'wCC Central Committee Statement on South Africa’ EPS 89.08.37 


This is excerpted from a statement on South Africa approved on the final 
day (26 July) of the meeting in Moscow of the Central Committee of the 


World Council of Churches. 


Developments in South Africa since the last Central Committee meeting in 
Hanover show that the crisis in the country has further deepened. Resistance 
by the oppressed people of South Africa, economic sanctions and diplomatic 
pressure from the international community have forced the Nationalist Party's | 
government to seek ways out of the worsening social, political and economic 
crisis in the country. But there is a stark contrast between the government's 
diplomatic initiatives abroad and the policy of repression at home. 


Internationally, the Afrikaaner Nationalist leadership has launched a diplomatic 
initiative, promising reform, expressing a desire for a negotiated settlement, 
and calling for an end to sanctions. Even the recent meeting between the 

State President P.W. Botha and the imprisoned nationalist leader, Nelson 

Mandela, must be understood within this context and as part of an exercise 

to avert sanctions to give further life to the apartheid system. 


This mood of apparent reasonableness is shattered, when one notes the extent 

of repression inside the country during this same period of diplomatic 

offensive by the South African regime: 

- The state of emergency was reimposed for the fourth successive year, 
and about 33 people's organizations remain restricted. 

- Hundreds are in detention and many are awaiting trial. 

- At least 668 people are under severe restrictions. 

- The use of death penalty against opponents of apartheid has dramaticall 
increased. 

- Extrajudicial executions and activities of death squads have grown. 

~ In general apartheid continues to generate a climate of repression, violence 
and violation of human rights. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Statement on Developments in Europe‘ EPS 89.08.38 


This is excerpted from a statement on ‘developments in Europe" approved 


on the final day (26 July) of the meeting in Moscow of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches. 


--- The Central Committee notes the importance of the Vienna Concluding 
Document and in particular the new possibilities it provides for promoting 
religious freedom, human rights and rights of national minorities. 


The process of integration in Western Europe, accelerated by the Single 
European Act 1992 opens up new problems._as well as possibilities. It is 
likely to lead to further polarisation of economic relations both within 
Europe and between Europe and the nations of the South. The Central Committee 
draws particular attention to the possible detrimental impact of the Single 


European Act on the most vulnerable sections including migrants and refugees 
both within and outside Europe. 


The important developments taking place in the Soviet Union and other East 
European Countries and the call for a 'Common European House' have profound 
implications not only for Europe but for the whole world. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘The Manila Manifesto! EPS 89.08.39 


This is excerpted from a text produced by the Second International Congress on 
World Evangelization, which brought together about 3000 people from about 170 
countries in Manila last month. 


The first such congress took place in Lausanne (Switzerland) in 1974. 
It issued the Lausanne Covenant. 


The manifesto begins with 21 affirmations. They are followed by an 
elaboration of the two congress themes - 'Proclaim Christ until He Comes’, 
and *Calling the Whole Church to take the Whole Gospel to the Whole World'. 


This item includes the affirmations, plus the section on 'the uniqueness of 
Christ". 


Twenty-one affirmations 


ab We affirm our continuing commitment to the Lausanne Covenant as the basis 
of our cooperation in the Lausanne movement. 


Z- We affirm that in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments God has given 
us an authoritative disclosure of his character and will, his redemptive acts 
and their meaning, and his mandate for mission. 


3. We affirm that the biblical gospel is God's enduring message to our world, 
and we determine to defend, proclaim and embody it. 


4. We affirm that human beings, though created in the image of God, are sinful 
and guilty, and lost without Christ, and that this truth is a necessary 
preliminary to the gospel. 


S4 We affirm that the Jesus of history and the Christ of glory are the same 
person, and that this Jesus Christ is absolutely unique, for he alone is God 
incarnate, our sin-bearer, the conqueror of death and the coming judge. 


6; We affirm that on the cross Jesus Christ took our place, bore our sins and 
died our death; and that for this reason alone God freely forgives those who 
are brought to repentance and faith. 


+ We affirm that other religions and ideologies are not alternative paths to 
God, and that human spirituality, if unredeemed by Christ, leads not to God but 
to judgement, for Christ is the only way. 


8. We affirm that we must demonstrate God's love visibly by caring for those 
who are deprived of justice, dignity, food and shelter. 


9. We affirm that the proclamation of God's kingdom of justice and peace demands 
the denunciation of all injustice and oppression, both personal and structural; 
we will not shrink from this prophetic witness. 


a We affirm that the Holy Spirit's witness to Christ is indispensable to 
evangelism, and that without his supernatural work neither new birth nor new 
life is possible. 


Rie We affirm that spiritual warfare demands spiritual weapons, and that we 
must both preach the word in the power of the Spirit, and pray constantly that 
we may enter into Christ's victory over the principalities and powers of evil. 

[over] 


manila/2 


ee We affirm that God has committed to the whole church and every member of 
it the task of making Christ known throughout the world; we long to see all 
lay and ordained persons mobilised and trained for this task. 


13.. We affirm that we who claim to be members of the Body of Christ must 
transcend within our fellowship the barriers of race, gender and class. 


14. We affirm that the gifts of the Spirit are distributed to all God's 
people, women and men, and that their partnership in evangelization must be 
welcomed for the common good. 


1s. We affirm that we who proclaim the gospel must exemplify it in a life of 
holiness and love; otherwise our testimony loses its credibility. 


16. We affirm that every Christian congregation must turn itself outward to 
its local community in evangelistic witness and compassionate service. 


af pr We affirm the urgent need for churches, mission agencies and other 
Christian organizations to cooperate in evangelism and social action, 
repudiating competition and avoiding duplication. 


16; We affirm our duty to study the society in which we live, in order to 
understand its structures, values and needs, and so develop an appropriate 
strategy of mission. 


1 His We affirm that world evangelization is urgent and that the reaching of 
unreached peoples is possible. So we resolve during the last decade of the 
twentieth century to give ourselves to these tasks with fresh determination. 


20% We affirm our solidarity with those who suffer for the gospel, and will 
seek to prepare ourselves for the same possibility. We will also work for 
religious and political freedom everywhere. 


ZL. We affirm that God is calling the whole church to take the whole gospel 
to the whole world. So we determine to proclaim it faithfully, urgently and 
sacrificially, until he comes. 


The Uniqueness of Jesus Christ 


We are called to proclaim Christ in an increasingly pluralistic world. There 
1s a resurgence of old faiths and a rise of new ones. In the first century 
too there were 'many gods and many lords' (1 Cor.8:5). Yet the apostles boldly 


affirmed the uniqueness, indispensability and cCentrairecy Os Chriusce. We must 
do the same. 


Because men and women are made in God's image and see in the creation traces of 
its Creator, the religions which have arisen do sometimes contain elements of 
truth and beauty. They are not, however, alternative gospels. Because human 
beings are sinful, and because 'the whole world is under the control of the evil 
one’ (1 Jn.5:19), even religious people are in need of Christ's redemption. 

We, therefore, have no warrant for saying that salvation can be found outside 
Christ or apart from an explicit acceptance of his work through faith. ... 
In the past we have sometimes been guilty of adopting towards adherents of other 
faiths attitudes of ignorance, arrogance, disrespect and even hostility. We 
repent of this. We nevertheless are determined to bear a positive and 
uncompromising witness to the uniqueness of our Lord, in his life, death and 


resurrection, in all aspects of our evangelistic work including interfaith 
dialogue. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/27) 


A sentence is missing in EPS 89.07.40. Insert the following at the 
beginning of the fourth paragraph on the second page: 
Supporting the Thompson proposal were two Hungarian bishops - Gyula Nagy 
(Lutheran) and Karoly Toth (Reformed). 


Two sentences are missing in EPS 89.06.16. Insert the following at the 
beginning of the final paragraph: 
Duraisingh said there is room for ‘a few people who are called to cross 
fontiers' in mission. He described such missionaries as ‘walking symbols’ 
of the mission of the whole people of God. 


An attribution was confused in EPS 89.07.03 In the fourth paragraph from 
the end, the quoted words should be from Bishop Bertelsen about the pope, not 
vice versa. Burma Churches Council says the text in EPS 89.08.10 should 
refer to 42 rather than two years ago. 


Hugh McCullum, editor and publisher of the United Church Observer (monthly 
of the United Church of Canada), and a member of the WCC Communication 
Committee, has resigned from his Observer post effective 30 September. He is 
joining the Southern Africa Research and Documentation Centre in Harare as 
head of its information unit. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a 
church-supported effort to bring 'news from Africa's last colony’. 


A copy of the Christian Conference of Asia Programme and Budget for 1989 is 
available from the CCA Communications Office, 57 Peking Road 4F, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 


A report on follow up to the October 1987 World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing is available from WCC/ESR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


‘CCPD: For a Change" is the name of a new periodical from the Commission on 
the Churches' Participation in Development. Copies are available from 
WCC/CCPD, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
dossier #5 on emergencies in southern Africa 
an appeal for US$ 165 000 to fight hunger in Argentina 
situation report #3 (19 July) on repatriation of Namibians in exile 
situation report #4 (25 July) on violent shelling in Lebanon 
an appeal for US$ 200 000 in the wake of floods in India 
situation report #6 (21 July) on Mozambican refugees in Malawi 
statistics on 1988 commodity shipments by WCC-related church agencies 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
Learning to Question: A Pedagogy of Liberation by Paulo Freire and 
Antonio Faundez: 15 Swiss francs, 9.95 US dollars, 5.75 UK pounds; 
Sharing Life: Report of the WCC Consultation on Koinonia: Sharing Life 
in a World Community, E1 Escorial, Spain, October 1987, edited by Huibert 
van Beek: 16.50 Swiss francs, 9.95 US dollars, 5.95 UK pounds. 


This EPS was printed 9 August. EPS copy deadlines are most Mondays at 8sh00 
GMI. EPS appears about 40 times a year. EPS faxes headlines on request. 
We pay for that. Then you can ask (and pay) for faxing items. EPS costs 
69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 
Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 195 Indian rupees a year. 
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ECONOMIC JUSTICE FOR Ecumenical Press 
WOMEN GIVEN PRIORITY Service 89.08.40 


MANCHESTER (England) - Economic justice for women was identified as a 
priority area in the continuing work on economic justice by the World 
Council of Churches' Commission on the Churches' Participation in 
Development (CCPD) meeting here (26 June-2 July). 


Recognizing the disproportionate impact of the economic crisis on 
women, CCPD approved programme initiatives for training, research and 
exchange experiences to support women in the struggle for economic 
justice. . 


A second focus was communication for justice, particularly as it 
relates to power and the control of social images and information. 
"Communication is an expression of economics", commented Tony Addy, 
director of the Manchester-based William Temple Foundation, a CCPD 
partner group which hosted the meeting. 


"The economic system began by providing food and other goods in the 
marketplace. Now it provides meaning in the marketplace." New CCPD 
programmes are intended to strengthen shared experience and the capacity 
for critical cultural analysis among people across various boundaries. 


The CCPD emphasis on participation as the key to communication for 
justice is critical, if you believe that it matters at the grassroots 
how people share, according to CCPD member Agnes Chepkwony. 


The overall CCPD emphasis on socio-economic issues was endorsed as the 
commission heard reports of a regional consultation process on theology 
and the economy. "What makes this series of consultations unique is 
that we understand the process of discussion and the educational 
strategies which grow out of them to be as important, if not more 
important, than the culminating Ecumenical Statement on Churches' 
Responsibility in Economic Life", explained Rob van Drimmelen, CCPD 
staff member for socio-economic issues. 


The commission stressed the importance of building minimum social 
infrastructures in order to enhance participation of local people in 
decision-making processes. Systematic training at various levels is 
to be launched as a primary step towards social change which is 
sustainable. 


In connection with the WCC process for Justice, Peace and the Integrity 
of Creation (JPIC), CCPD stressed the centrality of justice, and urged 
the full participation of action groups and peoples' movements. 


CCPD commissioners welcomed the 1991 Canberra Assembly theme "Come Holy 
Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation". They emphasized that it offers a 
unique opportunity to the churches to realise that the work of the 
Spirit is holistic, encompassing the struggle for justice, peace and 
the integrity of creation of oppressed peoples and social action 
groups. [EPS] 


USA: COUNCIL NAMES Ecumenical Press 
TEAM AFTER GS RESIGNS Service 89.08.41 


NEW YGRK -— Movement to reconstruct the [US] National Council of Churches has 
resumed after a period of suspended animation while attention was absorbed by 


a leadership crisis. 


Following the resignation at the end of June of NCC General Secretary Arie 
Brouwer, the council announced that its president-elect, Leonid Kishkovsky, an 
official of the Orthodox Church in America, is heading a 22-member team to 
oversee transition in the 32-denomination council. 


Kishkovsky's term as NCC president begins next January. His group is to serve 
through next May. A major task is to flesh out a restructuring plan approved 
by the NCC Governing Board last May. 


At that same meeting, the board deadlocked on whether or not to call for 
Brouwer to make way for new leadership. He announced his’ resignation, 
effective 30 June, at a 27 June news conference. He disclosed no future plans 
except to go to his Canadian vacation home and stay for a few months. The NCC 
is to pay his salary through the end of his term - December 1991. 


James Hamilton, an associate general secretary in charge of the NCC office in 
Washington, is acting general secretary. He is to serve till an interim 
general secretary is chosen. 


The NCC officers said they 'profoundly regret the developments in our life 
together that now deprive our community of Arie's leadership." Brouwer said 
his ‘commitment to the ecumenical movement remains strong and enduring.’ He 
added that while this is a time of 'great brokenness' for the NCC, ‘it is also 
a time of healing and binding.' 


Brouwer's resignation brought an end to one phase of a renewal effort that 
began at the board meeting of November 1984. It approved a plan for more 
centralized control over parts of the NCC and elected Brouwer to implement it. 


Some parts of the council, notably Church World Service, were openly unhappy 
with the plan. There were angry resignations of some NCC staff. 


In November 1988, Brouwer said the original plan could not be fully 


implemented. At that point, the board set up a 15-person committee to work 
out some alternative. 


In line with board action last May, current NCC structures are to be replaced 
by four ‘programme units': International Witness and Service, Unity and 
Relationships, Discipleship and Communication, Prophetic Justice. Each is to 
have some measure of operating autonomy. Following a consultation here in the 
middle of next month, the NCC Executive Committee is to make recommendations 
for further board action on restructuring at its November meeting. 


NCC President Patricia A. McClurg said in an interview she does not consider 


total reorganization of the NCC necessary. But she said some changes would 
enable the NCC to cut operating costs. 


Joan Campbell, director of the US Office of the World Council of Churches, 
said ‘confusion and doubt' regarding the NCC also hurt the WCC, both because 
of a weakening of the NCC's capacity to serve as an ecumenical partner and 
because many people confused the two councils. But, she said, 'streamlining' 
could make the NCC more effective, even with a smaller staff. [EPS] 


USA: RC-—Anglican—-Oriental Orthodox-Lutheran baptismal liturgy EPS 89.08.42 
SACRAMENTO — About 1000 people came to the Roman Catholic cathedral here for a 
90-minute, ecumenical baptismal liturgy. During it, four children - Roman 
Catholic, Anglican, Oriental Orthodox, and Lutheran - were baptized, each 
after the custom of his or her tradition. But, observed liturgy planners, the 
baptisms took place ‘under one roof, in the water of one font, knit together 
by one liturgy, celebrated, in the power of the Holy Spirit, by one people.' 
Preacher at the litrugy was Kathleen Hurty, associate general secretary for 
regional and local ecumenism on the staff of the [US] National Council of 
Churches. [EPS] 


Hungary: government closes church affairs office EPS 89.08.43 
BUDAPEST - The Hungarian government has announced the closure of its Office 
for Church Affairs. It said long-time OCA head Imre Miklés is being honoured 
with the Order of the Laurel Wreath. A petition drive has been organized by 
Geza Nemeth, a Reformed pastor here, urging that the award be revoked. [EPS] 


England: Parliament rejects church—approved change on divorce EPS 89.08.44 
LONDON - By a 51-45 vote at 3h30 in the morning, Parliament rejected a change 
in English Anglican church law approved by the General Synod of the Church of 
England. The change would have allowed divorced people who have remarried to 
be ordained. [EPS] 


China: Amity Foundation cuts back programme for teachers EPS 89.08.45 
NEW YORK —- According to Franklin Woo, director of the China Programme at the 
[US] National Council of Churches, the Amity Foundation is reducing the number 
of foreign teachers it sponsors in five Chinese provinces from 85 to about 
50. The foundation is supported by several Chinese Christian leaders. Woo 
said he thinks Amity officials ‘want to take a more cautious assessment of 
what's happening [since Chinese troops cracked down on demonstrators last 
June], and do not want to hurt the programme at the same time.' [EPS] 


Canada: Lutherans, Anglicans to begin eucharistic sharing EPS 89.08.46 
SASKATOON - Effective in October, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
and the Anglican Church of Canada are to begin a relationship of ‘interim 
sharing of the eucharist'. This follows official judgments by the governing 
bodies of each denomination that in the other 'the gospel is preached and 
taught.’ Besides eucharistic sharing, the relationship is to include joint 
programmes in evangelism, social action, and Bible study; shared facilities; 
and regular intercessions for the other. The agreement is patterned after a 
similar one in effect in the United States since 1982. [EPS] 


Kenya: Moi praises church for education work EPS 89.08.47 
NAIROBI - Meeting with church leaders to discuss religious education and moral 
development in Kenyan schools, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi praised the 
church contribution in this area, and urged formation of a church-government 
liaison committee on the subject of religious education in schools. Some 
church representatives had earlier expressed concern that the government 
intended to reduce church influence in the area. [EPS] 


Irish Presbyterians in private take up ordination of women EPS 89.08.48 
BELFAST -— Meeting in private, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland took up two cases involving objections to the ordination of women. 
By a 452-261 vote, it referred to the PCI Judicial Commission an appeal by 
more than 100 ministers to be allowed not to take part in the ordination of 
women. It also referred to the commission an appeal against a decision by 
East Belfast Presbytery which turned down a candidate for ordination because 
of his reservations about the ordination of women. The presbytery gave the 
candidate a year to ‘sort out his reservations.' [EPS] 


Irish Presbyterians offer advice on Northern Ireland EPS 89.08.49 
BELFAST —- By a 235-183 vote, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland called on the UK government to ‘give attention to the alienated 
majority of Northern Ireland and cease to operate' the Anglo-Irish agreement 
‘which has obviously failed to achieve peace, stability, and reconciliation, 
and the defeat of terrorism.' The agreement gives the government of the 
Republic of Ireland some say in the affairs of Northern Ireland, a province of 
the United Kingdom. Other PCI resolutions on Northern Ireland expressed 
‘concern on the lack of progress in the political field', commended ‘'the 
valiant efforts of several organizations’ to reduce unemployment there, 
encouraged more US investment in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, 
and expressed ‘sincere sympathy to those [law enforcement officials in 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland] injured, and to the relatives of 
those murdered by terrorists of whatever political persuasion. Though it 
rejected a proposal to become part of a new British-Irish ecumenical body 
which includes Roman Catholics [EPS 89.07.19], it urged PCI members to offer 
‘friendship and undertanding to their Roman Catholic neighbours.' [EPS] 


Latvian church leadership supports ‘national independence’ EPS 89.08.50 
RIGA — The consistory (executive committee) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Latvia (LELB) has expressed ‘full support' for the ‘aim of national 
independence for Latvia' as proclaimed by the Latvian Popular Front last May. 
The LELB declaration appeared on the front page of the newspaper Padomju 
Jaunatne (Soviet Youth) last month. ‘Only in an independent Latvia state, 
free from the dictates of any imperial centre, will our people be able to 
realize fully either its national values or the universal values given to us 
by the Christian faith', says the consistory. LELB Archbishop Karlis Gailitis 
is a member of the Latvian Movement for National Independence. LELB is the 
principal Christian grouping in the Soviet Baltic republic. [EPS] 


Tanzania: church evaluates debt crisis and work of church EPS 89.08.51 
MOSHI -— A consultation was planned here this month by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania to discuss findings of church research into effects of the 
international debts of Tanzania on church development work. [EPS] 


Canada: church holds hearings on sex scandals EPS 89.08.52 
SAINT JOHN'S (Newfoundland) - The Roman Catholic Church here in the 


easternmost province of Canada has held public hearings in the wake of the 
arrest, in the past year-and-a-half, of a score of clergy and other church 
workers (mostly Roman Catholic, but also United, Pentecostal, and Salvation 
Army) charged with sexual offences against children. The first hearings, in 
June in three fishing villages, reflected anger, frustration, and a loss of 
faith among church members. There have been calls for the resignation of 
Alphonsus Liguori Penney, the Roman Catholic archbishop here. [EPS] 


Zambia: state-run paper criticises church EPS 89.08.53 

LUSAKA - In a departure from its usual tone on church questions, the state-run 
Sunday Times newspaper strongly criticised the attitude of the church of the 
missionaries towards African culture. ‘Every possession of black civilisation 
the church said was evil', reads the editorial. 'The church sought to make us 
ashamed of the very things we as Africans believed in. ... Its basic thrust 
was the cultural genocide of the black race. ... The church has a lot to do to 


improve its image in Africa', it concludes. The editorial came in the wake of 
a visit to Zambia by the pope last May. [EPS] 


Africa: ecumenical conference for women in Togo in October EPS 89.08.54 


LOME - The All Africa Conference of Churches is planning to organise a 
continent-wide conference for women here 16-21 October. About 300 women. from 
three dozen countries are expected. The focus is to be on the role of women 
in struggles for justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: Report on an Ecumenical Visit to South India' EPS 89.08.55 


This is from a report of a visit last February by an ecumenical team arranged 
by the World Council of Churches and the [United] Church of South India. 


--. Several times we as a group became a catalytic audience for controversial 
discussions between highly competent and highly committed activists or leaders 
who had difficulties in listening to each other and to seek together more 
clarity towards goal and strategy of their involvement. 


The need for a clear vision also implies the need for clarity towards 
appropriate means to work for the realization of this vision. We were 
confronted with a conflict between an action group working with slum-dwellers 
who live on church property and the establishment of that church which tried 
to offer those dwellers a larger yet distant place with the intention to 
provide rehabilitation for them. 


Obviously the slum-dweller families only understood that the church owning the 
land they live on tried to push them away. These people have from their 
experience good reasons to be suspicious of any attempt to move them without 
their voluntary approval. 


The leader of the action group, herself a member of the church in question, 
stood up for the interest of the dwellers. Thus it came to an open conflict 
between the action group and the church establishment. We as outsiders got 
the impression that a different value orientation lay behind this conflict in 
Spite of the goal emphasized by both sides to improve the living conditions of 
the slum dwellers. 


Whilst the action group would insist that the free decision of the people has 
the highest priority, ... the church establishment tends to suppose that it is 
only important to provide better living conditions for those people ... 


From this paternalistic attitude it is difficult then to understand why those 
people are aggressively attacking the church. Why should it not be possible 
to sit together and to speak to each other frankly to overcome the 
confrontation and prevent further damage to both parties? 


This is only one example out of many we came across which show that the 
credibility of Christian witness becomes eroded and even counter-productive 
through self-defeating arguments and conflicts. Accidentally we twice were 
confronted with the rival split of the URM [urban rural mission] in India. ... 
In many cases the urge for visibility by some leaders hinders common action. 
This sometimes is unintentionally promoted by the way some overseas agencies 
fund action groups or church development projects. 


It was repeatedly underlined ... that Christians in India are a small minority 
and that what they can do to bring about change in favour of overcoming 
discrimination and injustice is only ‘a drop in the ocean'. 


Nevertheless, we affirm that the Christian minority in India ... [has] greater 
possibilities to work for change than it does now. At least it has no excuse 
to continue with caste divisions within the church, and it has every reason to 
focus on fair chances for the oppressed (Dalits) within its own ranks -— 
including the status of women. ... 


[We suggest the National Council of Churches in India] work for an established 
structure of church-state dialogue on issues of national interest. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Teny Pirri-Simonian: ‘Women in the Church’ EPS 89.08.56 


This is the conclusion of a presentation made earlier this year to the staff 
Task Force on Women of the World Council of Churches. Pirri-Simonian, an 
Oriental Orthodox (Armenian), is secretary for education for justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation in the WCC Commission on the Churches’ 


Participation in Development. 


A reading of the history of Orthodoxy through women's eyes will show the 
reader the important place women saints, martyrs, preachers, evangelists, and 
ascetics had in the life of the early church. Women continued to participate 
in the spiritual as well as physical aspects of the life of the church. 


Women preached the gospel or fought alongside men to defend their faith from 
non-Christian invaders. The presence of such women in the church has 
continually inspired Orthodox women. 


For example, whenever Orthodox communities found themselves under occupation 
and the open practice of Christian faith was not permitted, women assured the 
continuity of the church by teaching the young generations at home. 


Even today, in Orthodox family life, the mother is instrumental in 
transmitting the faith to her children. 


The women saints, martyrs, evangelists, and ascetics have inspired women as 
role models. Women saints are also part of the Holy Tradition of the church. 


In that respect they are called to intercede before God. They are called not 
only by women but also by men. ... 


In order to start a dialogue with Orthodox women on the issue of the nature of 
women's participation in the church, non-Orthodox women must keep in mind 
three things: 


(1) for Orthodox women continuity of the church is important, not only for 
historical reasons but also for the spiritual richness it provides; 


(2) participation in the life of the church is not a new concept because of 


the centrality of the vocation of the royal priesthood, with which each 
Orthodox woman is brought up; 


(3) the powerful feminine image is always present in prayers and the 
Sacramental life of the church because of the important place of the Theotokos 
[the Virgin Mary] and the saints. 


I am not implying that Orthodox women should not engage in self-criticism. 


They should define their place in the church in view of the new realities of 
their present societies. 


They should also articulate a vocabulary that describes better their place in 
the liturgical life of the church. 


While this process is happening from within, the ecumenical movement should 
encourage them and support them. 


So far, the ecumenical movement has categorized them as a conservative group 
of women unresponsive to change. It is time the women in the ecumenical 
movement realize that such an encouragement will be mutually beneficial 

mutually enriching, and the first step towards an ecumenical feminism. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Russian Orthodox and Ukrainian Catholics' EPS 89.08.57 


In 1946, Ukrainian (Greek) Catholicism in the Soviet Union officially ceased 
to exist; it became part of Russian Orthodoxy. (Ukrainian and other Eastern- 
rite forms of Roman Catholicism include Orthodox customs and worship forms.) 


Recently, groups of Soviet Greek Catholics have been publicly calling for the 
re-legalization of their tradition. Ukrainian Catholic demonstrators were 
also present for some days outside the place where the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches met [EPS 89.08.03,29]. 


The following exchange is excerpted from the 30 July issue of Moscow News. 
The first part is by Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Filaret of Kiev and Galich, 
the hierarch responsible for the Ukraine. The second is by Seregi Filatov, a 
research associate at the Soviet Institute of the USA and Canada. 


--. The Greek Catholic church ... in the Ukraine was closed over 40 years 
ago. In March 1946, at the church's Synod of Lvov, bishops, priests, and lay 
representatives announced the annulment of the Uniate [Eastern-rite Roman 
Catholic] Church imposed on believers in 1596 at the Synod of Brest. The 
decision of the Lvov Synod was supported by the overwhelming majority of Greek 
Catholics, and nearly all the parishes in that region reunited with the 
Russian Orthodox Church .... 


What triggered this act? Certainly not Stalin's repressions, which we all 
condemn, but the fact that the Uniate Church, which had set itself up 
artifically on captured territory in the Ukraine and Byelorussia, had become 
outdated. Throughout its history, believers saw this unnatural union as a 
source of national, social, and religious oppression. 


The Greek Catholic Church hierarchy completely discredited ‘itself in the eyes 
of rank-and-file believers and clergymen during World War II when it 
collaborated with Nazis occupying our territory and with Bandera's nationalist 
gangs. What then is the problem? What does this handful of Uniate priests 
and believers, who did not recognize the decision of the Lvov Synod, want? 


Instigated by Uniate and nationalist centres from abroad, they are demanding 
not only ‘legal status' ... but the alienation of thousands of parishes and 
millions of believers from the Russian Orthodox Church. These Christians were 
baptized by the Orthodox Church. The priests of these parishes were ordained 
by Orthodox bishops. And now an insignificant group of Uniates wants to join 
this inalienable part of the Orthodox Church to the Catholic Church. 


Moreover, they are already thinking of opening a Uniate parish in Kiev, the 
capital of the Ukraine. As we see it, their actions are characterized not by 
a peaceful struggle for religious liberty, but one of religious aggression. 
They have become especially active recently. One example is the so-called 
prayers on Moscow streets, which cannot but evoke a feeling of protest among 
believers. It is a sacrilege to turn the sacred cause of the human soul's 
communion with God into an instrument of political struggle. ... 


A handful of people from a church they themselves closed have been trying to 
use the democratization processes underway in our country and religious 
liberty to revitalize the Uniate Church. Their main objective is to set up a 
‘national church' in contrast to the Orthodox one. Nationalistic elements 
have been trying to use the Uniate Church to estrange Ukrainians from 
Russians, their half-brothers. Leaders of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
the West, having joined hands with Ukrainian nationalists, do not conceal 
their main objective: to secure the Ukraine's secession from the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. ... [over] 


ukrainian/2 


There have been increasingly frequent cases of advocates of the Uniate Church 
preventing believers from attending Orthodox churches. Not long ago their 
activists stopped a divine service at the St Yura Cathedral in Lvov. You 
don't need to be clairvoyant to understand that the restoration of the former 
Uniate Church will lead to religious and political struggle, bringing 
disunity. The most cogent proof of this is the history of the Ukraine itself. 


.. The surviving Greek Catholics are not subjected to any repressive measures. 

They can profess their faith, consider the pope their pastor, and pray in 
[Latin-rite] Catholic churches on Ukrainian territory, including its western 
regions. No one is preventing them from attending Orthodox churches either, 
where divine services are given in the Ukrainian language as well, and from 
performing eastern rites. 
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For many years, instances of repressive measures being used against ... 
believers were not recognized in the USSR, and people were told that the drop 
in the number of functioning churches was a result of the dwindling interest 
in religion. Today the truth about victimizations and persecution of Orthodox 
believers, Muslims, and Baptists has been recognized. But repressions against 
Uniates still remain a ‘blank spot'. 


The Lvov Synod [of 1946] was set up ... by an ‘initiative group’. Despite 
the fact that many Uniate priests and bishops were already in prison, the 
'initiators' were unable to get the support of a large part of the clergy. 
There are no grounds for questioning the honesty of Father Gavrill Kostelnik, 
head of the initiative group, ... yet subsequent events have demonstrated that 

many believers did not accept unification with the Russian Orthodox 
Church, preferring arrests, prison camps, and exile. The attempt to wipe out 
the Uniate Church resulted in a fratricidal struggle which lasted for many 
years in the Western Ukraine. These are the victims of Stalin and his yesmen. 


Despite all the persecutions, it was never possible to abolish the Uniate 
Church. Western experts in religion believe that today Uniates have five 
bishops, hundreds of priests, two monastic orders, and put the number of 
Uniates at 2.5 to 4 million (3.5 million in 1943). Under the conditions 
prevailing in a state committed to the rule of law, there are no grounds for 
persecuting or discriminating against the followers of the Uniate Church. 


References to the collaboration of the church's leaders with Nazis have an odd 
ring; 44 years have passed since the war, and new generations have grown up. 
Attempts to continue a repressive policy against Uniates threaten to aggravate 


social tension, inter-ethnic conflicts, and to complicate the USSR's relations 
with other countries. 


For many years it has been hoped that Uniates will return to Orthodoxy. It 
was widely believed that the Uniate Church owes its existence solely to the 
Support of foreign governments. Life has shown that this was a delusion. 


Yet even certain members of the Orthodox hierarchy find it hard to give it up, 
it appears. ... 


Let us try to imagine what people will think about the present-day situation 
some 100 or 200 years from now. The Uniate Church will sooner or later be 
given back its rights. And then, just as the Catholic Church today has to 
justify itself when reminded about Galileo's case, so the Orthodox Church will 


find it hard to explain why it so persistently supported Stalin's repressive 
measures against the followers of the Uniate Church. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: ‘Assessing San Antonio’ EPS 89.08.58 


Fung is evangelism secretary at the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva. This assessment of the meeting in San Antonio last May of 
the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism [EPS 56, issues 17- 
20] is excerpted from the June/July WCC Monthly Letter on Evangelism. 


--. The conference urges upon us an explicit and powerful emphasis on 
evangelism, on the commitment to invite people who have not heard of 
the Good News and those who have not been moved by it, to be disciples 
Of Jesus Christ. 


In San Antonio, this thrust was visibly led by delegates from Asia and 
Africa. Right in the first plenary, a Nigerian pastor and a bishop 
from Pakistan rose to put the classic concern "that all may believe" 
on the agenda. 


The conference was prepared for it. The first of the four sections 
entitled "Turning to the living God" provided the specific space and 
support for corporate discussion on the subject. 


Thereafter, in section gathering, in small groups, caucuses and in 
plenary, delegates from churches and mission boards, from Scotland to 
Uganda, men and women, brought their concern for and experience of the 
direct communication of the gospel to the forefront. 


From the vantage point of staff, I believe something important 
happened in San Antonio. A psychological barrier has been broken 
through - the feeling that in WCC circles and meetings, one simply 

does not talk the language of evangelism, or that one does it only at 
the risk of confrontation, and that even if one does talk about it, one 
should so load it with qualifications, ("balance" is the ecumenical 
word), that it no longer soars. That barrier has been broken through. 


In San Antonio, Christians committed to evangelism at home were able 
to express that same commitment with no hangups and no apologies. 


I am not a psychologist. I do not propose to analyze how the barrier 
has come into being in the first place and been kept there for so long. 
I simply rejoice it was broken in San Antonio. 


The openness that CWME deliberately created in the design of the 
conference, the working out of the ecumenical principle of participation, 
and the profoundly moving experience of daily worship must have 
something to do with such evangelical emancipation. 


Also the simple fact that nowadays there are more and more "ecumenical 
evangelicals", or "evangelical ecumenicals" in our member churches, 
both in the North Atlantic regions and in the Third World. And these 
people are making their voices heard. 


In San Antonio, this voice found harmony with the Orthodox voice, 
certainly in areas such as evangelism, witness in secular society and 
in inter-faith situations, but also over issues such as Palestine. 


I hope and I believe the next WCC Assembly in Canberra in February 1991 
will also witness the breaking of this psychological barrier. It is 
the only way by which the international ecumenical agenda can more 
fully reflect the agenda of the churches. And it is the only way 
towards a fuller ecumenical movement. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Steve Askin: 'Runcie Visits Southern Africa’ EPS 89.08.59 


Askin is a religion journalist based in Harare (Zimbabwe). He covered recent 
visits to the region by both Pope John Paul II and Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie, who is the leading bishop in world Anglicanism. 


The meeting in Lusaka (Zambia) between Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie 
and the best-known Anglican lay person in southern Africa provided a fitting 
ending for a four-nation southern African tour in which the church's role in 
the struggle against apartheid was a constant theme as Runcie visited Malawi, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, and Zambia. 


Runcie's host in Lusaka was African National Congress President Oliver Tambo. 
Were it not for apartheid, they might have met as fellow clergymen: the ANC 
leader was preparing for ordination as a priest until South Africa's apartheid 
government curtailed his studies by arresting him for high treason in 1956. 


After their meeting, Runcie said the church seeks a non-violent end to 
apartheid, but understands the ANC use of violence. 


Runcie said the church understands and accepts the moral posture of those who 
embrace the ANC's armed struggle against apartheid as a just war. 


Runcie would not say - under repeated questioning from journalists - if he 
shares that view. However, he did speak in Zimbabwe of his own experience as 
a tank officer during World War II. 


Having ‘supported freedom fighters in many countries' during that war, Runcie 
said, he would find it hard to tell Africans they cannot engage in ‘armed 
struggle in defence of liberties'. He endorsed sanctions as one of the last 
remaining options for ending apartheid. 


Runcie's words contrasted with those of Pope John Paul II. On two trips to 
southern Africa in the past year, he called on everyone, including apartheid's 
foes, to unequivocally 'renounce the use of violence' under all circumstances. 


He also declined to take a public stand on sanctions or other forms of 
non-violent, direct action against apartheid. 


The Runcie difference could not have displeased Tambo, who has repeatedly 
defended the anti-apartheid war as morally just, and asked for church 


'understanding' of ANC actions, but never sought a blanket religious 
endorsement. 


'The church doesn't have to give the ANC a rubber stamp", Tambo said in 1987, 
after a WCC-sponsored conference with Christian leaders from around the 


world. ‘We don't say they should carry arms [but] they should be in the 
forefront, resisting, defying apartheid.' 


While the struggle against apartheid provided Runcie's main social-justice 
theme, the emotional highpoint came during a eucharist honouring a 19th 
century Zimbabwean martyr, Bernard Mizeki, who was born in Mozambique, 
baptized in South Africa, and killed in 1896 in what was then Rhodesia. 


Addressing an estimated 5000 people at the annual pilgrimage to the Mizeki 
shrine, Runcie said the martyr's travels made him a symbol of southern African 
unity and a reminder that ‘the church in southern Africa must be a force for 
unity, for human dignity and justice for all.' [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gunnar Staalsett: ‘Lutherans as a Communion' EPS 89.08.60 


Staalsett is general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation. This is 
excerpted from his report to the annual meeting (in Geneva in late July and 
early August) of the LWF Executive Committee. 


--. (52) To apply ‘Lutheran communion' to the Lutheran family of churches in 
no way diminishes their individual authority over their own internal 
affairs. In that sense it is appropriate to speak of autonomous churches. 
How autonomous churches are in various political settings is a different 
question worth pondering. 


(53) Our understanding of autonomy should be conditioned by the Eastern 
Orthodox understanding of autocephalous churches. Each local church is 
church in the fullest sense, but no autocephalous church can live to itself 
alone. It is interrelated to all other churches, being bound by the gospel 
and the consensus of the faith. That too is essential to being church. 
Lutheran communion is intended tto designate a koinonia of autonomous 
(autocephalous) churches. 


(54) Use of such a shorthand phrase as the ‘ecclesiology of communion’ intends 
to highlight the centrality of koinonia in any understanding of the church. 
It calls us always to affirm what may be a characteristically Lutheran way of 
looking at communion - that there is no true ecclesial communion without 
confessional communion (i.e. agreement in the proclamation of the gospel). 


Communion describes the nature of a church called into being and nourished by 
the gospel and the sacraments. A ‘communion ecclesiology' complements other 
equally valid models of expressing the richness of the doctrine of the church. 


(55) A communion ecclesiology is not ecumenically divisive, it does not 


predispose us as_ Lutherans to a ‘catholic’ ecumenical direction. 
Kirchengemeinschaft is central to the Leuenberg Agreement among Reformed, 
United and Lutheran’ churches. Communion is a major accent in the 


international Reformed-Roman Catholic Conversations, 'The Presence of Christ 
in Church and World' (1977) and in the Anglican-Reformed statement, 'God's 
Reign and our Unity (1984). Our new Lutheran-Reformed statement, which is on 
your table at this meeting, is entitled 'Toward Church Fellowship', and makes 
use of the communion concept. 


Other examples could also be given to show how the communion concept permeates 


contemporary ecumenical discussion in all directions. Indeed it is precisely 
the communion ecclesiology which underlies the concept of ‘'reconciled 
diversity’. Which differences are church-dividing - that is which 


differences hinder or undercut the communion - and which belong instead to the 
fullness of cultural and historical diversity? 


(56) Finally, let me also affirm that a communion ecclesiology does not 
dictate a specific structural blueprint. Rather it is a way of evaluating 
structures - including the present structure of the LWF - to determine how 
well they allow the life of the churches to express the biblical (and 
patristic) reality of koinonia. 


To pass the ‘communion test' any structure must be transparent to _ the 
Christocentric character of all Christian community - that the church is not a 
voluntary association, but a people called by the gospel and baptized into 
Christ. Any structure must give full weight not only to autonomy but also 
interdependence among autonomous’ churches. It is here that the ‘'free 
association’ language of our present LWF Constitution is demonstrably 
inadequate. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Johannes Hanselmann: 'A Lutheran Looks at Mintzer‘ EPS 89.08.61 


Hanselmann is Lutheran bishop of Bavaria (West Germany), and president of the 
Lutheran World Federation. This is excerpted from his address to the annual 
meeting (in Geneva, late July and early August) of the LWF Executive 
Committee. This year is marked as the 500th anniversary of the birth of 
radical church reformer Thomas Muntzer, whose approach often diverged from 
that of his contemporary, Martin Luther. 


... (7) It was Miintzer's opinion that the political and social changes brought 
about by the Reformation would bring forth the contours of God's kingdom. 
And when the labour pains of this new world went on for too long, he wanted to 
help matters along. 


(8) Miintzer did not believe in God's two-fold governance as Luther did but he 
believed that there was but this one world that had to be perfected to become 
God's kingdom. While Luther urged those in power to adopt wide-ranging 
reforms, Mintzer proclaimed the revolution as divine justice. When Luther saw 
no reason to call to holy war in God's name, Mintzer became his intimate enemy. 


(10) Miintzer's revolution failed. We must raise the question: what is 
left of him for today? (11) I think, that for one thing there is the 
discovery that no intermediary is needed between God and human beings. ... 
(12) Such a religion of conscience has always manifested itself vis-a-vis the 
pressure of institutions and indeed continues to do this to the present day. 


... (13) Miintzer tried to address the social needs of his times and to help 
the needy and the poor. He hoped to do this by bringing about the kingdom of 
God. He misread and misunderstood the Bible as being a blueprint for divine 
revolution. He took for granted that he was God's ally and thus lost sight 
of the real power relations. This brought about his downfall and he pulled 
innumerable people down with him into disaster. 


(14) Nevertheless, we can learn from Miintzer that we must act when faith 
demands it. The theses drawn up by the Federation of the Evangelical 
Churches in the German Democratic Republic on the occasion of the Miintzer Year 
explicitly underline this: 'Miintzer's thinking and actions show us that God's 
legitimate claim to all beings does not allow passivity when a fair solution 
is being sought for economic and social conflicts.' ... 


(15) Miintzer's testament is thus predominantly of a religious nature. Et 
would be difficult to try to make him a pioneer of class revolution. He did 
not -— as Marxist historiography has it — distinguish between the haves and the 
have-nots but rather between the religious and the godless. 


Thomas Miintzer was no social revolutionary but an extremely sensitive 
theologian who tried to follow what he called the 'bitter Christ'. Being a 
Christian for him meant to follow the footsteps of the suffering and crucified 
Christ and to accept hostilities and persecutions as he did. 


(16) In this way Miintzer recognized something more clearly than Luther, 
namely, that faith acts as a kind of interference factor because it points to 
the insufficiency of the world and thus becomes part of the opposition. The 
resistive and uncomfortable Christianity of a Thomas Miintzer continues to be a 


challenge for us. Have we the courage to confess our ultimately unpopular 
belief in Christ and accept its consequences? 


(17) For this reason, I regard Miintzer's 500th anniversary to be a salutary 


challenge for us as a Lutheran church as we are about to determine our place 
in today's world and society. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/28) 


Northern Ireland - More Than a Holy War - Towards a New Beginning is a new 
booklet from the Irish Council of Churches (48 Elmwood Avenue, Belfast BT9 
6AZ). Its author is ICC General Secretary David Bleakley. 


An attribution was confused in EPS 89.07.03 In the fourth paragraph from 
the end, the quoted words should be from Bishop Bertelsen about the pope, not 
vice versa. Burma Churches Council says the text in EPS 89.08.10 should 
refer to 42 rather than two years ago. 


Hugh McCullum, editor and publisher of the United Church Observer (monthly 
of the United Church of Canada), and a member of the WCC Communication 
Committee, has resigned from his Observer post effective 30 September. He is 
joining the Southern Africa Research and Documentation Centre in Harare as 
head of its information unit. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X  OEL) is a 
church-supported effort to bring 'news from Africa's last colony'. 


A copy of the Christian Conference of Asia Programme and Budget for 1989 is 
available from the CCA Communications Office, 57 Peking Road 4F, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 


A report on follow up to the October 1987 World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing is available from WCC/ESR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


'CCPD: For a Change’ is the name of a new periodical from the Commission on 
the Churches' Participation in Development. Copies are available from 
WCC/CCPD, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
dossier #5 on emergencies in southern Africa 
an appeal for US$ 165 000 to fight hunger in Argentina 
situation report #3 (19 July) on repatriation of Namibians in exile 
situation report #4 (25 July) on violent shelling in Lebanon 
an appeal for US$ 200 000 in the wake of floods in India 
situation report #6 (21 July) on Mozambican refugees in Malawi 
Statistics on 1988 commodity shipments by WCC-related church agencies 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
Resisting the Threats to Life by Preman Niles (#41 in the Risk book 
series) deals with aspects of justice, peace, and the integrity of 


creation (JPIC). It costs 8.90 Swiss francs, 5.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK 
pounds. 


This EPS was printed 17 August. EPS copy deadlines are most Mondays at 
8h00 GMT. EPS appears about 40 times a year. EPS faxes headlines on 
request. We pay for that. Then you can ask (and pay) for faxing items. EPS 
costs 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 69.50 New 
Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 52.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US 


dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 275 Indian 
rupees a year. 


FAITH & ORDER COMMISSION Ecumenical Press 


CONSIDERS SEVERAL ISSUES Service 89.08.62 
BUDAPEST - At its once-every-four-years meeting (here, 9-20 May), the 


120-member Plenary Commission on Faith and Order (CFO) of the World Council of 


Churches took up a variety of issues in connection with its work for church 
unity. 


High on its agenda were reports and discussion on three major long-term CFO 
studies [EPS 89.08.63,64,88] - Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry, Towards a 
Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today,- and Unity of the Church and 
Renewal of Human Community - as well the Fifth World Conference on Faith and 
Order, projected for 1993. 


Also dealt with were the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (on which 
the commission cooperates with the Vatican Council for Christian Unity), CFO 
work with and on behalf of united and uniting churches and church-union 
negotiations, the Fifth Forum on Bilateral Conversations (projected for 
October 1990, in connection with the annual meeting of staff leaders of 
Christian World Communions), and a focus for future CFO work, in particular 
ecumenical reflection on the nature and mission of the church. 


In his report, CFO Moderator John Deschner, a US Methodist theologian, 
outlined three current trends affecting church unity - ‘resurgent 
multilateralism, especially among the North Atlantic churches', ‘insistent 
contextualism among Third World and other ecclesial majorities’ and ‘a 
concern, especially but not only among Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches, 
with authoritative church teaching processes and_ the ecclesiological 
{[churchly] significance' of the WCC. ‘Whatever we mean by the changing shape 
of the church unity question,' Deschner concluded, ‘the role of the WCC as 
initiative-taking questioner ... will be part of it. 


Looking ahead to the projected fifth conference, Deschner noted how much has 
changed and how much has been done since the fourth one, in Montreal in 1963. 
"Although ... there is an abundance of [CFO] work which could be laid before 
the churches', he said, the conference 'should not be simply an assessment' of 
it, 'but a genuine event in the multilateral dialogue - perhaps precisely an 
event where the churches could examine together the kind of ecumenical 
commitment which will truly advance their visible unity and prepare the way 
for a common confession of the apostolic faith.' 


In his report [EPS 89.08.89], CFO Director Giinther Gassmann described the 
current period as one of ‘decreasing ecumenical enthusiasm and unfulfilled 
ecumenical hopes in many places' and ‘increased Christian commitment to the 
aspirations of humanity for justice, peace, and the integrity of creation’. 
Also, now is a time when 'inter-dependence of political, social, economic, and 
intellectual developments can only be coped with in a global dimension.' 


Gassmann concluded that 'Faith and Order cannot be the only instrument to 
respond to these massive tasks. But without Faith and Order and its many 
friends', he added, ‘there would be no instrument of this kind at all. ... Our 
service is needed, and will be blessed.' 


Another address to the commission was prepared by a former director, Patrick 
Rodger, now a retired English Anglican bishop. In his absence, it was read by 
another English Anglican bishop, commission member Barry Rogerson. 


Reflecting on general non-progress in proposals for national church union - 
"which seemed hopeful 20 years ago' - Rodger offered three explanations, 
including growth of local ecumenism (itself ‘highly encouraging'), and '‘'a 
certain distaste for theology as such among a good many church people.' 
[over] 


cfo/2 


And, he added, at least in North Atlantic areas, there is a tendency in ‘a 
materialistic and hedonistic society occupied with consumerism' to fail to 
understand ‘the realities of sin, repentance, and forgiveness' and to be 
averse to ‘the idea of judgment, both divine and human'. Thus, distress at 
'the causes of continuing division between us' decreases because ‘in a 
pluralist society, all religions may be equally true or equally false.' 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro told the commission that CFO work needs to 
move simultaneously at the level of theological theory and of pastoral concern 
for barriers that divide. He said proposals to restructure the WCC will try 
to bring theoretical and pastoral/practical issues closer together. 


He also called for a reconsideration of the issue of ‘eucharistic 
hospitality’, by which Christians of different traditions might sometimes 
receive the Lord's Supper together even though complete agreement on issues of 
the ordering of ministry and the nature of the church has yet to be reached. 
He referred to a ‘holy impatience' on the part of himself and others over this 
issue, and said such impatience belongs to an ecumenical vocation. 


In connection with the 1993 world conference, he said it should not be simply 
an intellectual exercise. He wondered aloud whether church leaders might not 
gather in a prayer summit for unity in connection with it. 


Also speaking on the conference, Jan Lochman, a Czech-born Reformed theologian 
who teaches in Switzerland, outlined three points he deemed important for it 
to take up - concern for 'tolerance and truth' and struggle against 
‘intolerance and indifference’, broader attention to all three persons of the 
Trinity (rather preoccupation with Jesus Christ at the expense of the Father 
and the Holy Spirit), and ecclesiology (the nature and purpose of the church). 


In a presentation on the future of Faith and Order, FRG (West German) Lutheran 
theologian Wolfhart Pannenberg said that ‘only insofar as the ecclesial unity 
of Christians is renewed can there be an increase also in the weight of their 
common testimony on the questions which affect people's lives. 


'If this order of priorities is neglected' in the WCC, or ‘even if it just 
becomes blurred', he warned, 'then no one can be surprised if ... the loss of 
Christian identity becomes a concern.' He said a special CFO task in the 
council is to keep at the top of the ecumenical agenda ‘both unity in the 
faith and the restoration of the ecclesial unity of Christians’. 


He also called ‘mutual respect and tolerance for the differences which have 
arisen through the varied ways the churches have developed through the 


centuries of division ... a condition for ecumenical dialogue and ... the 
unity we are seeking.' 


But ‘on the other hand, this unity cannot be neutral to all difference in how 
the faith is understood, as happens in the situation known to secular culture 
as pluralism. The differences must be taken into account and mutually 
accepted and transcended in the consciousness of unity.!' © 


Though the Roman Catholic Church is not a WCC member, the Vatican does appoint 


some CFO members. Thirty members of the Plenary Commission make up the CFO 
Standing Commission, which meets annually. 


Also at the meeting were a group of about 10 ‘younger theologians', selected 
to attend as a way to expose them to CFO issues and debates. [EPS] 


BEM PROCESS HAILED AS ECUMENICAL : Ecumenical Press 
TURNING POINT; NEXT STEPS SEEN Service 89.08.63 


BUDAPEST — At its meeting here (9-20 August), the Plenary Commission on Faith 
and Order (CFO) of the World Council of Churches reviewed what has happened 
since 1982 when it issued its convergence statement on three historically 
church-dividing issues —- baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM; EPS 49/2). 


Reflecting on the 185 official church responses to BEM received since then, 
plus hundreds of other written responses from individuals and groups, and 
‘inestimable’ unwritten effects of BEM on many aspects of church life, US 
Eastern Orthodox theologian Thomas Hopko, moderator of the CFO Steering Group 
on BEM, said it ‘touched nerves and met needs in the lives of people and 
churches which could be touched and met in no other way.' 


Hopko described BEM as a 'providential gift' in a situation where there was an 
effort to go ‘beyond and behind and beneath current conditions in all 
communions'. Because of its 'broad ecumenical authorship and authority', it 
has been a ‘welcome stimulus to self-inspection, a ready tool for discernment 
and clarification, an unavoidable occasion for taking stock and evaluating 
convictions and actions both within and between the churches’. 


He also noted that responses to BEM are ‘paradoxical’. On the one hand, they 
reflect ‘changes in ... attitudes and actions', but they also show that 
‘confessional controversies are anything but dead'. 


But BEM has provided a new context for the controversies, he said. 'The 
convergences are real. The lines between the various traditions can no longer 
be so firmly and finely drawn. A growing together is apparent. A mutual 
influencing and understanding is happening. The leaven of BEM is working.' 


The commission had before it a lengthy draft report on the BEM 'process and 
responses', including summaries of the range of official comment on each of 
the BEM paragraphs. 


In the light of what Hopko described as some misunderstandings, mistakes, 
ambiguities, and omissions in connection with BEM which the _ responses 
revealed, the draft included several pages of '‘elucidations' as a sort of 
response to some of the negative responses or critical questions. 


The report also outlines three sets of ‘major issues demanding further 
theological work' in light of explicit or implicit divergences in the 
responses. 


One is the role and place of the Bible and Tradition in church life and faith, 
with Tradition defined as 'the comprehensive process of the transmission of 
the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit from which the Scriptures and also 
ecclesial traditions arise.' 


A second set concerns ‘sacrament and sacramentality', that is, the way in 
which the presence and grace of God are present in the church and for the 
world through various material means, such as water, bread and wine, and 
individuals or groups of people. The third has to do with varying 
understandings of the nature and mission of the church (ecclesiology). 


During the meeting, participants took up BEM issues in plenary sessions and 
small groups. Their suggestions for revisions in the draft report are to 
affect a revised version to be prepared for release next year. The commission 
also prepared a short statement on the BEM process so far, with an outline of 
possible next steps in it. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL COMMISSION CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
APOSTOLIC FAITH, UNITY & RENEWAL Service 89.08.64 


BUDAPEST - Draft documents from two long-term studies came before the meeting 
(here, 9-20 August; EPS 89.08.62,63,88,89) of the Plenary Commission on Faith 
and Order (CFO) of the World Council of Churches. 


The documents and the studies - Towards a Common Expression of the Apostolic 
Faith Today (AF), and The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human 
Community (UR) - were discussed and debated in plenary and small-group 
discussions. 


Suggestions from the meeting are to be reflected in revisions of the documents 
to be prepared in the coming months. 


Introducing the AF study, CFO Vice Moderator Jean Tillard, a Belgian Roman 
Catholic theologian who is moderator of its AF Steering Group, said as it 
focuses on the content of the fourth-century confession of Christian faith 
called the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, the study is probing the limits of 
diversity in the church. 


‘Diversity may be legitimate and beneficial', he observed, ‘but not all 
diversity is legitimate and beneficial. What, finally, is tolerable 
diversity?' he asked. 'Which differences enrich unity, and which shatter it?" 


CFO is not working on a new ecumenical confession of faith. Rather, Tillard 
said, its explication of the ancient creed is meant to help different parts of 
the church (including those which do not use it in worship, but which proclaim 
in other ways its contents) to ‘recognise in their own life the apostolic 
faith', to apply it to contemporary questions, and especially to ‘strengthen 
bonds of communion' by helping each part of the church more readily discern 
the apostolic faith in the others. 


Introducing the other document, US Disciples theologian Paul Crow, moderator 
of the UR Steering Group, said that its study is ‘not just about social 
analysis'. Rather, 'we are striving for an authentic relationship between the 
church's faith and mission, between the gospel and the church's essential 


presence in the world as sign and foretaste of the liberating and reconciling 
power of God.' 


The study, he noted, combines what some describe as classical, academic 
approaches to theological questions with ‘ecumenical learnings from local 
experiences and different contexts' (though some participants urged that in 
the revised text, the two approaches be more mixed together). 


As examples of the application of theological reflection on UR questions, the 
ree document includes a chapter on ‘the search for justice' and another on 
the community of women and men’. Among other topics, the latter takes up 


questions about ministries (including ordination) of women, and language about 
and images of God. 


rine. said the two ‘issues and struggles' on which the UR report focuses are 
prisms ... through which we are able to view and confess the reality of 
divisions within the church, and to claim God's call to be a sign and 
foretaste of God's unity and renewal in the human community.' 


Such an approach means dealing with ‘tense and difficult' subjects, he said, 
and CFO ‘has hardly found the will or the methodology to confront these 
possibly church-dividing issues. But', he warned, ‘any delay ... will only 
weaken and distort our efforts for unity and our hopes for renewal.' [EPS] 


ARGENTINA: ECUMENICAL BODIES Ecumenical Press 
BLAST ECONOMIC WAR ON PEOPLE Service 89.08.65 


BUENOS AIRES - The four principal ecumenical bodies in Argentina have issued a 
joint declaration on the grave economic situation there. 


The text was released following a wave of looting and an imposition of a state 
of siege during the recent period of transition to a new government. 


It was signed on behalf of the Consultative Council of Churches, the Argentine 
Federation of Evangelical Churches, the Argentine League of Evangelical Women, 
and the Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights. 


The joint declaration says the current signs of the crisis are rooted in 
long-term problems such as the ‘enormous and unjust transfer of resources 
linked to high inflation, financial speculation, and the flight from the 
country of capital.’ 


The text deplores the deaths and injuries caused by ‘acts of violence in the 
Streets and public places', but adds that they ‘hide the violence of poverty, 
which strikes cruelly at the whole population' through ‘hunger, under- 
nourishment, sickness, unemployment, and marginalization. ' 


The ecumenical statement says ‘government authorities, leaders of political 
parties, and a large part of the media' have blamed the situation on 
‘agitators, militants, delinquents, and opportunists. ... 


"However', continues the text, ‘one can neither hide nor shrug off the 
responsibility of those who have favoured unjust policies or tolerated the 
growth of an economy of war against the people.' 


The letter faults societal support for ‘an erroneous and _  blameworthy 
lifestyle' favouring ‘individualism over solidarity'. As a result, ‘a growing 
number of our brothers and sisters see themselves deprived of' material and 
spiritual aspects of life needed for human dignity. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: NEW ECUMENICAL BOARD Ecumenical Press 
INVESTIGATING ‘INFORMAL REPRESSION’ Service 89.08.66 


JOHANNESBURG - The South African Council of Churches has set up a 12-member 
"Independent Board of Investigation into Informal Repression’. 


In its founding statement, the board says the ‘socio-political crisis' in 
South Africa has resulted in an escalation of violence, particularly on groups 
"perceived as resistance or opposition groupings’. 


Among many cases, the board cites the bombing last year of the building here 
housing the council and other church bodies [EPS 88.09.01]. 


It notes that though many of the incidents are reported to police ‘in the 
overwhelming majority of cases, no criminal prosecution has resulted.’ 


Members of the board include former South African Supreme Court Judge Laurie 
Ackermann, President Allan Boesak of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
Lutheran Bishop Manas Buthelezi (who is SACC president), SACC General 
Secretary Frank Chikane, and Secretary General Jude Pieterse of the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops' Conference. [EPS] 


FIJI: COURT INTERVENES Ecumenical Press 
AGAIN IN CHURCH DISPUTE Service 89.08.67 


SUVA = The Fiji High Court told two staff members of the Methodist Church in 
Fiji to apologize or go to jail because of statements critical and actions in 
defiance of the court in connection with its efforts to end an MCF leadership 


dispute. 


The two - General Secretary Manasa Lasaro and Administrative Secretary Emosi 
Vuakatagane - subsequently offered ‘unreserved and sincere apologies' in 
writing. 


MCF is the principal denomination in this Pacific island nation of about 750 
000 [EPS 89.04.27], about half of whom are Christians. 


Besides Lasaro and Vuakatagane, the dispute involves MCF President Josateki 
Koroi, whose third and final one-year term as president runs till the end of 


this year. 


Early in the year, a special MCF conference meeting voted to dismiss Koroi, 
and the MCF standing committee, but High Court Chief Justice Timoci Tuivaga 
ruled that the meeting and its actions were null and void. 


Later, High Court Justice Daniel Fatiaki found that even after the court order 
last April confirming Koroi in office, Lasaro and Vuakatagane continued to 
obstruct the work of the MCF president. 


'In their contempt of this court's orders', he said, ‘they can only be 
considered to have been belligerent and contumacious, not only in the public 
nature of their defiance, but also in its duration.' 


The justice said the court ‘has no desire to become embroiled in the affairs 
of the church, but when resort has been had to it, and orders have been made, 
then this court will not ... ignore ... disobedience of its orders.' 


Subsequent to the court ruling and the apology, the Fiji Times newspaper 
reported, Koroi returned to his office for the first time in several months. 
But Vuakatagane reportedly refused to speak to him and ‘workers at the ... 
head office were uncooperative.' 


Koroi said he found the main door to his office locked when he arrived, and 
was told that the caretaker had the key. He said Lasaro did not respond to 
requests to see him, and that while he was making a phone call, it was cut off. 


Part of the dispute has to do with the issue of restrictions on Sunday 


activity in the country, which Lasaro strongly favours. Opponents of Koroi 
consider him lax on the issue. 


In July, Lasaro and another Methodist minister were among 78 people jailed in 


connection with road blocks set up to protest Sunday work at a sugar mill on 
the island of Vanualevu. 


Kenyan Methodist President Bishop Lawi Imathiu, president of the World 
Methodist Council, led a three-person WMC delegation to Fiji earlier this year 


in an effort to bring reconciliation. It left without a proposed agreement 
being signed. 


erg Methodist Annual Conference met during the second half of August. 


MIDDLE EAST: ECUMENICAL GROUP Ecumenical Press 
STUDYING CHRISTIAN EMIGRATION Service 89.08.68 


LIMASSOL — The Executive Committee of the Middle East Council of Churches has 
called for further study of the question of Christians leaving the Middle East. 


Estimated at about 14 million, Christians are a minority in the region where 
Christianity began. Most Middle Easterners are Muslims. 


At its meeting here last month, the committee had before it a working paper on 
Christian emigration. 


According to an MECC report, members ‘discussed this alarming problem in 
detail in terms of the diverse experience felt by different countries in the 
region.' 


Noting the 'highly sensitive nature of the question', the committee asked for 
a ‘more comprehensive, objective study of the problem, its causes and its 
impact', by the MECC general secretariat. 


The hope is that as a result, 'the churches might come to a common mind on the 
problem, and possible responses.' 


Received as information by the committee was another paper, on Christian- 
Muslim dialogue. 


The group issued two statements - on the situations in Palestine and Lebanon. 


The first expressed support for the content and spirit of an April statement 
by church leaders in Jerusalem [EPS 89.05.26]. That statement has been 
criticized by many Israeli officials. 


In an oblique reference to recent Israeli peace iniaitives, the committee said 
‘every initiative for peace must be based on justice, and must therefore take 
account of the rights of the Palestinian people; otherwise it will jeopardize 
chances for a durable peace.' 


It reaffirmed commitment to peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as a 
reflection of the historic church presence in the region, and as a form of 
witness to Christ. 


On Lebanon, the committee urged an immediate end to the violence there ‘which 
has destroyed the land, the people, and the country's institutions.' 


It said Christian-Muslim co-existence is 'the only valid model for the whole 
of Lebanon', and expressed hope that ‘all will respond' to a recent initiative 
of the Arab League to end the Lebanese fighting. 


In other action, the committee officially marked the entry of the Catholics as 
the fourth family of churches into the MECC. 


It reviewed plans for the MECC Fifth Assembly, set for 22-29 January in 


Cyprus. Theme of that gathering is to be ‘Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace’, 


It also heard a report on the post-earthquake situation in Armenia from the 
Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia, Karekin II, one of the MECC co-presidents. 
[EPS] 


LUTHERAN-REFORMED COMMISSION SAYS Ecumenical Press 
SEPARATION "NO LONGER ACCEPTABLE’ Service 89.08.69 


GENEVA - Lutheran-Reformed separation ‘is no longer acceptable' according to 
the report from the international Lutheran-Reformed Joint Commission. 


The report, ‘Toward Church Fellowship', has been published by the co-sponsors 
of the four years of dialogue - the Lutheran World Federation and World 


Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The commission was co-chaired by Hungarian Lutheran Bishop Byula Nagy and 
Scottish Reformed Professor James Torrance. 


The 10-paragraph first section of the joint statement sets forth ‘our common 
faith', concluding with the affirmation that ‘full agreement in the right 
teaching/preaching of the gospel and the right adminsitration of the 
sacraments is necessary and sufficient for the true unity of the church.' 


A section on ‘unity in diversity’ examines historic and contemporary 
Lutheran-Reformed differences related to ‘word and sacrament', ‘church and 
ministry', ‘witness and service in this world', and ‘language, ethnicity, and 
sectarianism'. These are described as 'not church-dividing'. 


The joint statement concludes with a series of recommendations - including 
that Lutheran and Reformed bodies declare 'full communion" with each other. 


In addition, they are asked to declare that 'the condemnations pronounced upon 
one another in former times are no longer to be regarded as applicable in 
today's situation’, and to establish 'full pulpit-—and-altar/table fellowship, 
with the necessary mutual recognition of ministers ordained for word and 
sacrament.' 


They are also asked to commit themselves to ‘growth in unity through new steps 
in church life and mission together', and to 'make their unity more real and 
visible to their members and to the world' through theological reflection, 
common witness and service, and common education programmes. 


All this is to be done ‘in ways consonant with our commitments to other 
churches in the larger ecumenical movement.' 


The commission also recommends that LWF and WARC ‘collaborate whenever 
possible in their work, studying what appropriate conclusions should be drawn 


for their life from the new relationship exisiting between Lutheran and 
Reformed member churches.' 


One Lutheran commission member, German theologian Ingetraut Ludolphy, declined 
to sign the statement. 


She said it neither adequately clarifies ‘actual existing dogmatic 
differences', nor correctly describes ‘historical realities of the past’. 


In some parts of the world, notably the two Germanys, Lutherans and Reformed 
are together in United churches. ; 


Under terms of the Leuenberg Agreement, most Lutheran, Reformed, and United 


oot in Europe have declared full church fellowship with one another. 


COMMITTEE BACKS LUTHERAN RESTRUCTURE; Ecumenical Press 


WELCOMES NEW MEMBER FROM SOVIET UNION Service 89.08.70 
GENEVA — At its annual meeting (here, 31 July-8 August), the Executive 


Committee of the Lutheran World Federation backed a new LWF structure and 
constitution. 


To take effect, each must be okayed by at least a two-thirds majority at the 
LWF Eighth Assembly, next February in Curitiba (Brazil). 


The committee vote on the re-structure report was 17-9 (one abstention). It 
proposes an LWF with four offices (general secretary, planning, administrative 
services, communication services) and three departments (theology and studies, 
mission and development, and world service). 


The number of Geneva staff is expected to decline by about 20 percent, to 
about 100. 


The committee also accepted as the 106th LWF member the German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in the Soviet Union. Its approximately 500 congregations are 
concentrated in Central Asia and Siberia. 


The new member is the fourth in the Soviet Union. Each of the others is 
based in one of the three Soviet Baltic republics. An LWF delegation is to 
visit the new member at the end of next month.. 


In a financial report, the committee heard that the LWF spent 60.4 million US 
dollars on its various projects and programmes (8.5 million more than in 
1987), though project and programme income fell by 2.5 million to just under 
58 million. 


The LWF treasurer and comptroller reported that financially the LWF was ‘in 
good shape’ in 1988, is in a ‘manageable' situation this year, and, if the 
world financial sitaution improves, will be able to fund its activities 'with 
little difficulty'. 


Another report to the committee called for ‘substantial savings' in order to 
keep LWF solvent in the long term. 


The committee favoured the 'concept' of an Ecumenical News Service and 
encouraged ‘continuing study of its possibilities and characteristics’. 
However, it said no final LWF decision can be made till plans are clearer. 


The proposal is to sponsor such a service with organizations, including the 
World Council of Churches. Its Central Committee approved it ‘in principle' 
last month [EPS 89.08.32]. 


The committee also: 


- welcomed closer links between Lutherans and Anglicans, including steps to 
realize full communion among Anglican and Lutheran denominations. 


— commended the work of the church in Namibia (the bulk of which is Lutheran) 
in connection with steps towards Namibian independence from South Africa. 


- called for reconciliation in the Middle East 'based on respect of ethnic, 
cultural, religious, and social differences’. 


- protested the recent detention of more than 200 people and the disruption of 
a church rally in the Venda homeland area of South Africa. [EPS] 


WORLD ALLLIANCE OF REFORMED Ecumenical Press 
CHURCHES IN GENERAL COUNCIL Service 89.08.71 


SEOUL -— Delegates representing about 150 Reformed and United denominations 
around the world gathered here this month for the 22nd General Council of the 
Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches (15-27 August). The last 
such meeting was in Ottawa (Canada) in 1982. 


The issue of Korean reunification surfaced early. On the opening day of the 
council, South Korean officials arrested two Roman Catholics - Im Su Kyong, a 
student, and Moon Kyu Hyan, a priest — who crossed into North Korea. 


Appealing for their release, and that of a Presbyterian minister jailed in 
connection with activities on behalf of reunification, WARC President Allan 
Boesak of South Africa said there is ‘no sense in arresting someone who is 
merely acting out what virtually the whole [Korean] people ... are saying, 
namely that the two Koreas ought to be one.' 


The Sunday before the council opened, Boesak and many other WARC delegates 
joined an open-air meeting here for peace and Korean reunification. The same 
day, Reformed Presbyterian Moderator Bongani Finca of South Africa was refused 
permission to enter the country. Finca has a passport issued by Transkei, a 
black 'homeland' recognized as independent by South Africa, but by no other 
countries, including South Korea. 


In an impromptu address, Boesak summarized what he had done since being 
elected WARC president in 1982 - ‘visiting churches, speaking at conferences, 
working for peace, acting as a consultant for governments on many issues, 
marching, confronting police and army, being arrested, and spending time in 
prison.’ He said some WARC members would have liked a less controversial 
president, but 'I want to thank you for the awesome responsibility that you 
gave me, and the prayers that sustained me.' 


Theme of the council was ‘Who Do You Say That I Am?', a reference to a 
question Jesus put to his disciples. Much delegate time was spent dealing 
with issues in one of three sections - ‘Towards a Common Testimony of Faith', 
'Mission and Unity',' and 'Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation'.[EPS] 


Former WCC CCPD director Jacques Blanc dies of heart failure EPS 89.08.72 

BESANCON (France) - Jacques Blanc, since 1987 pastor of the Reformed church 
here, died of heart failure (8 August). He was 56. From 1981-87, Blanc was 
on the staff of the World Council of Churches, first as consultant for Roman 
Catholic relationships, later as director of its Commission on the Churches’ 
Participation in Development. Before coming to the WCC, he worked nearly two 
decades in Algeria, most of the time with the Chritian Committee for Service 
in Algeria. Blanc is survived by his wife Monique and three children. [EPS] 


Hungary: WCC's Castro joins Romanian refugees for worship EPS 89.08.73 

BUDAPEST —- Here to attend part of the meeting of the Plenary Commission on 
Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro accepted an invitation to join about 200 ethnic Hungarian refugees from 
Romania (11 August) at a weekly worship service in the Reformed church which 
has been a centre for work with the refugees. (At the beginning of this month, 
the work was transferred to another location, but the weekly gatherings for 
worship continue at the church.) Many present had signed a letter to Castro 
in connection with the meeting last month of the WCC Central Committee, at 
Which Romanian issues were discussed and voted on [EPS 89.07.40]. Cacern 


described his visit as a repl i 
y to their letter, and a 
about their situation. [EPS] , pin meh 


Von Weizsacker gift for justice, peace, creation EPS 89.08.74 
GENEVA — German physicist and philosopher Carl Friedrich von Weizsacker is 
giving 55 000 West German marks to help pay for the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation sponsored by the World Council 
of Churches next March in Seoul. The money comes from parts of two recent 
awards he has received - the Templeton and House prizes. The nearly 1.6 
million Swiss-franc convocation budget is currently under funded. [EPS] 


Denmark: medical personnel can decline to assist with abortions EPS 89.08.75 
COPENHAGEN —- Following an initiative from the Christian People's Party, the 
Danish parliament has passed legislation giving Danish physicians, midwives, 
and nurses the right to refuse to assist with abortions. [EPS] 


El Salvador: ‘chain of hope" enters new phase EPS 89.08.76 
SAN SALVADOR - About 500 Salvadoran women assembled at the University of José 
Siméon Canas here marking the end of the 10-week first phase of an ecumenical 
‘chain of hope' which saw more than 40 women from a score of countries in 
North and South America and Europe visit war-torn El Salvador. Aim of the 
effort was to show support for Salvadoran women who suffer because of the 
civil war and government repression. Organizers are considering in what form 
to continue the chain of hope in the future. [EPS] 


World Evangelical Fellowship critical of BEM document EPS 89.08.77 
DEERFIELD (Illinois/USA) - The Executive Committee of the World Evangelical 
Fellowship has approved a 19-page response to the 1982 ecumenical text on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). The committee says it is ‘somewhat 
disquieted that the suggested standard for measuring BEM and our own 
traditions is the faith of the church throughout the ages and not the Holy 
Scriptures themselves.' The response adds that while most of the WEF 
constituency would ‘gladly recognize the applicability of many individual 
Statements’ in BEM, 'virtually all would find difficulty subscribing to the 
whole, primarily because of the emphasis on scaramentalism, which most of us 
find unwarranted by Scripture.' [EPS] 


USA: irregular ordination of gay Lutheran seminarian expected EPS 89.08.78 
SAN FRANCISCO — Jeff Johnson, one of three gay Lutheran seminarians at the 
centre of a controversy last year after they were certified for ordination 
[EPS 88.03.117], is expected to be ordained irregularly later this year for 
church-sponsored ministry here with homosexuals. The eligibility of the three 
for ordination in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) was later 
withdrawn when they refused to pledge celibacy. Lyle Miller, bishop of the 
ELCA synod which includes San Francisco, says ELCA guidelines require ELCA 
pastors ‘not to be practising homosexuals'. About 40 pastors are among more 
than 200 people who have signed a ‘covenant of support’. Among other things, 
it commits them to ‘participate in the ordination of Jeff Johnson'. [EPS] 


Baptist-—Mennonite theological conversations underway EPS 89.08.79 
ST DAVIDS (Pennsylvania/USA) -— Eastern College here was the site of the first 
meeting of theological conversations sponsored by the Baptist World Alliance 
and the Mennonite World Conference. Subjects to be dealt with by the group 
include historic background and influences, authority and hermeneutics, the 
nature and ministry of the church, and ethics and discipleship. [EPS] 


Lutherans ready to facilitate Romanian-Hungarian talks EPS 89.08.80 
GENEVA - The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation says the LWF 
is ready, with ecumenical partners, to enable talks between Romanian and 
Hungarian church representatives. There are sharp differences of judgment 
between Romanians and Hungarians about the effects of Romanian government 
policies on ethnic Hungarians and other minorities in Romania; thousands of 
people from Romania have crossed into Hungary as refugees. [EPS] 


Kenya: Africa Israel Church de-registered EPS 89.08.81 
NAIROBI — The Kenyan government Registrar of Societies has de-registered the 
Africa Israel Church. Reasons for the action, announced in the official 
government bulletin Kenya Gazette last month, were not given. [EPS] 


Kenya: education group faults ecumenical council EPS 89.08.82 
NAKURU - At a one-week workshop here last month, members of the Christian 
Churches Education Association asked the National Council of Churches of Kenya 
to allow the association to develop its curriculum for all levels of education 
in the country. CCEA Secretary General Luckio Otieno said CCEA members are 
unhappy with NCCK suggestions that religious education in Kenyan schools is 
not effective. The association also urged the Kenyan government to appoint a 
national inspector for religious education, noting that it is the only subject 
in Kenyan curriculums without such an inspector. [EPS] 


South African Anglicans discourage Afrikaaner national hymn EPS 89.08.83 
JOHANNESBURG - At its Provincial Synod earlier this year, the [Anglican] 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa passed a resolution discouraging the 
use of the official South African anthem, 'Die Stem', on grounds it 'does not 
place God above all', but rather ‘encourages people to place their country 
before God.' The synod also noted that 'Die Stem', which is rooted in the 
tradition of white Afrikaaners, 'has not been accepted by the majority of the 
people of South Africa.' It urged instead that 'Nkosi Sikeleli Afrika' ('God 
Bless Africa') be sung at CPSA institutions ‘at major occasions and 
festivals'. [EPS] 


Disciples elect Roman Catholic to governing board EPS 89.08.84 
INDIANAPOLIS - In an unusual action, the General Assembly of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) has elected a Roman Catholic parish priest, 
Philip Morris of South Oranage (New Jersey) as a member of its governing 
General Board. Morris was involved in Disciples-Roman Catholic theological 
dialogues in the United States and internationally from 1967 to 1982. [EPS] 


Latin America: meeting stresses active non-violence EPS 89.08.85 
SAO PAULO (Brazil) - Church representatives from nine Latin American countries 
saw ‘active non-violence' as a means both to live the gospel and achieve 
liberation. The meeting was convened by the Service for Peace and Justice 
organization, with support from Pax Christi International and _ the 
International Fellowship of Reconciliation. [EPS] 


USSR: Russian Orthodox launch newspaper for public sale EPS 89.08.86 

MOSCOW — The Church Messenger, the first church-run newspaper for public sale 
rather than restricted distribution since the 1917 Soviet revolution, has been 
launched by the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. The initial print run is 
50 000. Metropolitan Pitirim, head of the church publishing department, said 


once paper-supply problems are solved, the number printed will be ‘much 
larger'. [EPS] 


Kenya: bishops' letter on economy prompts government criticism EPS 89.08.87 
NAIROBI - Last month, in a pastoral letter, the Roman Catholic bishops of 
Kenya said the gap between rich and poor, powerful and powerless in Kenya is 
growing. That prompted critical responses from several government officials. 
Agriculture Minister Maina Wanjigi said the bishops' information is out of 
date. ‘Transport and Communications Minister Joseph Komotho said they are 
misleading Kenyans. Assistant Information and Broadcasting Minister Shariff 
Nassir castigated them for being critical without offering solutions. Energy 
Minister Nicholas Biwott said the bishops do not understand government policy, 
and thus do not appreciate what it is doing to benefit all Kenyans. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Patrick Rodger: ‘Faith and Order Achievements’ EPS 89.08.88 


Rodger, a retired English Anglican bishop, was director of the Commission on 
Faith and Order (CFO) of the World Council of Churches in the 1960s. This is 
excerpted from an address he prepared for the CFO meeting in Budapest this 
month [EPS 89.08.62,63,64,89]. 


... What, then, do we seem to have achieved in the past 20 years or so? 
First, I should claim that through the work of Faith and Order, and also of 
many bilateral conversations, we have shown quite clearly the falsity of the 
old accusation that it is the theologians, and they alone, who keep the 
churches in a state of division. 


We are all familiar with this argument: simple Christians (lay people in 
particular) could unite tomorrow, were it not for the sophistication and 
quarrelsomeness of theologians and their amour propre for their own 
formulations. Certainly one should always be prepared to listen to the 
criticisms of others, but (since I am not myself a professional theologian) I 
can say that this charge will no longer hold in 1989. 


It has become evident in many parts of the world that other factors, of the 
kind that used to be described as '‘'non-theological', are much stronger in 
keeping churches apart than those of theology proper: viz. law, finance, 
property, and clerical privilege - the institutional factors of the church - 
to which we may add nationalism and the sheer conservatism of custom. 


These factors have proved to be much more powerful and tenacious than many 
older ecumenists expected, and we might be accused of having shown a degree of 
Maiveté in the face of human sinfulness and unreason which are present in 
ecclesiastical circles as elsewhere. ... 


We are all aware that for many years now —- perhaps as long as a century - 
theological teaching in our universities and colleges has been both 
international and interconfessional. We read one another's books, for the 


most part without restriction, and absorb wisdom and Christian conviction from 
whatever source they arise. 


Yet when it comes to seminarian training and the actual exercise of ordained 
ministry we continue, in the great majority of our countries and churches, 
along the old confessional or denominational lines. And the consequence is 
that there is often a wide gap (I should say, an ever-increasing gap) between 
the relations of churches and Christians to one another de jure and those de 
facto, between the textbook theories and the living realities. 


For, those others who are still officially classed as schismatic or heretical, 
or at least invalid or irregular, have already in some measure been recognised 
for practical purposes, and even understood, as brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Such a tension is very familiar to us in the ecumenical movement, and 
where it produces a dynamic for us to advance further into unity, we may even 
welcome it; but if it is allowed to become a kind of _ static 
‘double-thinking', it is bound to appear both to many Christians (and 
especially younger ones), and to the world at large, as hypocritical. 


For then the churches are liable to the accusation brought against those who 
teach one thing and practise another. At such a time it cannot be enough for 
ecumenical theologians to be complacent and to say 'Well, we have done what we 
could'. They must continue to exercise all the influence and pressure at 
their command and to challenge their churches with the question. 'Why do you 
not follow the light that has already been given to you?' ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Giinther Gassmann: ‘The Unfinished Faith & Order Agenda" EPS 89.08.89 


Cassmann is director of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World 
Council of Churches. This is the conclusion of his report to the commission 
meeting this month in Budapest [EPS 89.08.62,63,64,88]. 


Our contacts with churches in the southern hemisphere should be further 
strengthened. The involvement of more younger and women theologians needs to 
be expanded. Relations with ecumenically-minded theologians in the 
evangelical and charismatic movements are still in an initial stage. ... 
Developments in bilateral dialogues and contacts with Christian World 
Communions deserve much more attention. 


... We need more time for concentrated reflections on basic issues concerning 
the self-understanding of the WCC and the orientation and goal of the 
ecumenical movement. We are asked to direct more attention to theological 
issues raised by interreligious dialogue. The pressing missionary and 
evangelistic tasks ... in an emerging pluralistic and scientific-technological 
world civilisation present a challenge to the whole orientation of our work. 


In the present discussion on structure within the WCC, but not only here, 
there is a plea that the areas of worship and spirituality should be more 
extensively integrated into the Faith and Order programme. The ... BEM 
process has shown that results of ecumenical studies are taken up on a broad 
scale when Christians and churches clearly perceive the relevance of such 
results for their corporate and personal faith and life. From this many 
conclude that other Faith and Order studies should use this as an example and 
guide for their own methodology and perspectives. 


It would be unrealistic to promise that these and other requests and 
expectations could be taken up by simply extending future Faith and Order 
activities. We do not have the means to do so. But there may be other ways. 


We are challenged within the WCC to reduce programmes, simplify structures and 
present a clearer focus on goals and priority themes. If we accept this 
challenge ... we might recover that space which could allow us to respond to 
some of the needs and requests mentioned above. This hope and commitment 
would be even more realistic if the WCC and the churches could strengthen the 
working capacity of Faith and Order. 


We live in a period of decreasing ecumenical enthusiasm and unfulfilled 
ecumenical hopes in many places. In such a period, even more urgently than 
before, an instrument is needed to keep before the churches their divine 
calling to move closer towards each other on the way to unity. 


We live in a period of an increased Christian commitment to the aspirations of 
humanity for justice, peace and the integrity of creation. This commitment 
requires an instrument which helps the churches to rediscover and express that 


communion in faith in which their commitment finds its deepest common roots 
and credibility. 


We live in a period when the interdependence of political, social, economic 
and intellectual developments can only be coped with in a global dimension. 
We need, therefore, an instrument which can help the churches to understand 
and together confess God's saving and renewing action in the midst of the 
complexities of that global theatre of world history. 


Faith and Order cannot be the only instrument to respond to these massive 


tasks. But without Faith and Order and its many friends, there would be no 
instrument of this kind at all. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/John Ford: 'Covenanting Towards US Church Unity' EPS 89.08.90 


This is excerpted from an article in the March issue of Ecumenical Trends, 
published by the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute (Garrison, New York, USA). 
Ford is professor of theology at the Catholic University of America 
(Washington). Here he discusses the latest proposals from the Consultation on 
Church Union to bring nine US denominations closer together [EPS 88.06.04]. 


-..- Many of the previous recommendations of the consultation have allowed 
church members to be non-committal. For example, however important 
theological consensus may be to theologians, it usually does not have much 
impact on the minds and hearts of most church members. 


The same is true of other consultation-sponsored proposals such as liturgical 
renewal and eucharistic fellowship, which tend to be options for special 
occasions — perhaps interesting but not necessarily influential. 


A new level of commitment is proposed by ‘Churches in Covenant Communion,' 
which was unanimously adopted [at the COCU plenary last December]. The 
proposed covenant invites the member churches to go further than theological 
consensus or optional services by creating collaborative structures at the 
local, regional, and national levels. In effect, the proposed covenant 
challenges the churches to make an ecumenical commitment that is not simply 
theoretical but also structural. 


This covenanting invitation is backgrounded by numerous biblical precedents. 
...- Churches in Covenant Communion asks the churches whether they are willing 
to enter into a new covenantal relationship for the sake of Christian unity. 


The covenant proposed by the consultation differs from other ‘'models' of 
union. First of all, the proposed covenant is not intended to be ‘a corporate 
merger' that might include all the detrimental side effects of a ‘leveraged 
buy-out'. Nor does this covenant propose an ‘organic union" in which all the 
member churches would unite by adopting identically the same doctrine and 
discipline, at the cost of losing much of what is distinctive in their 
respective traditions. 


Where ‘organic union' might require sacrificing diversity for homogeneity, 
covenant opts for unity not uniformity, thereby allowing a wide plurality in 
theological viewpoints, forms of worship, and organizational structures. 


Simultaneously, the proposed covenant attempts to go further than the limited 
unity provided by various forms of ‘eucharistic fellowship'. Such agreements 
usually do not affect the structural relationships of the participating 
churches, but simply provide for reciprocity in each other's ecclesial life, 
usually on special occasions or for specific needs. 


In contrast, the consultation's covenant proposes to structure an ecumenical 
dimension into the future life of all the participating churches. 


The covenant proposal can be considered the next logical development in the 
life and work of the consultation. The participating churches have already 
taken the important step of officially recognizing each others' baptism; 
thus, persons baptized in one member church are not to be re-baptized if they 
become members of another church. 


The proposed covenant builds on this mutual recognition of baptism by calling 
on the member churches to take two further steps: the first, a mutual 
recognition of each other as churches; the second, a mutual recognition of 
each others' ministries. [over] 


covenanting/2 


This dual recognition forms the heart of the covenanting proposal. In 
effect, it would mean that the members of one participating church would be 
welcome to share in the life and worship of other member churches; it would 
also mean that those ordained to minister in one church would be eligible to 
minister in the other participating churches. 


Thus, the major question posed by the covenant proposal is whether the 
participating churches are really willing to recognize each other as churches 
and to acknowledge and accept each others' ordained ministries. 


Obviously, there are many specific issues in the covenant proposal that need 
to be discussed; however, one hopes that the discussion of the covenant 
proposal will not get mired in details and so lose sight of the over-arching 
question of mutual recognition - attention must not become so fixed on the 
trees that one fails to see the forest. 


In this instance, there are really ... two areas where concern about details 
can divert attention from the central question of ecclesial-ministerial 
recognition. 


The first and more obvious forest is the proposed formation of ‘covenanting 
councils', which are intended to be the means for reconciling the churches and 
their ministries at every level: local, regional, and national. While the 
proposal contains a generic description of these councils, much is left to the 
wisdom of those involved at the different levels. 


Such flexibility may prove to be a mixed blessing, on the one hand appealing 
to those who feel that structures can only be designed in light of the actual 
experience of uniting, on the other hand troubling to those who feel that 
structures should be completely specified before unity takes place. 


In any case, the creation of such ‘'covenanting councils' will require the 
official approval of the highest governing bodies of each of the member 
churches - a process that will certainly take several years of serious 
scrutiny if not strenuous debate. 


A second forest ... is the proposal that these 'covenanting councils’ be 
brought into existence through a series of liturgies at every level: 
national, regional and local. Some problems may arise because of the 
different liturgical traditions within the consultation; other problems may 
stem from the divergent understandings of the nature of worship. 


For example, some may see the proposed liturgies as celebrations of the mutual 
recognition officially approved by the governing bodies of the member 
churches; others may want to understand these liturgies as sacramentally 
enacting the reconciliation that they signify. 


Thus, if the covenanting liturgies are to be generally accepted, they 
seemingly must satisfy a spectrum of liturgical theology. 


The consultation's covenanting proposal is essentially an invitation to its 
member churches to take a decisive ecumenical step - a step that would not 
only change the interrelationships of the churches involved, but a step that 
has the potential for fundamentally re-shaping the American ecumenical scene, 


thus a step that is a possible paradigm for the future reconciliation of other 
churches. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Quaker Concern about Child Soldiers’ EPS 89.08.91 


This is excerpted from an oral intervention on behalf of London-based Friends 
World Committee for Consultation to the 14th session of the UN Working Group 
on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, which met in Geneva 31 July-—4 August. 


The intervention was delivered by Martin Macpherson, associate representative 
at the Quaker UN Office in Geneva. 


Friends World Committee for Consultation, which represents Quakers around the 
world, is particularly concerned about the recruitment of children into 
military service and their participation in situations of armed conflict. 


For some years we have tried to focus international attention on the 
increasing militarization of children. 


With the cease fire in the Gulf War in 1989, the number of child soliders in 
the world was cut by half. 


It is hoped that the peace negotiations on Angola, Kampuchea, Nicaragua, Sri 
Lanka, the Sudan, the West Sahara and Namibia will diminish the number of 
children at war even further. 


The militarization of children is a sensitive issue for many states but this 
should not deter us from giving serious consideration to the subject. Some 
of the recruitment has slavery-like aspects, for example forced recruitment. 


There are reports of round-ups in Afghanistan, Angola, El Salvador, Ethiopia 
and Guatemala. 


In Cambodia, Nicaragua, and Vietnam there have been allegations against the 
governments of young people being forcibly recruited. There is also evidence 
of boys between 12 and 17 years being kidnapped by the contras [anti- 
government forces in Nicaragua] and threatened with death if they do not fight. 


In Cambodia, the Khmer Rouge has forcibly recruited youth in its battles 
against the Vietnamese army. When the South African Defence Forces made 
incursions into Angola a number of Angolan boys were captured and reportedly 
trained to spy on Swapo [forces fighting South African rule in Namibia]. 


Mozambique presents some of the most extreme cases of the exploitation of 
children in local and regional conflict. 


While many children have been killed or maimed as a direct result of 
participating in armed conflicts, others languish as prisoners of war. Some 
of these child prisoners of war have been subject to interrogation, beatings 
and torture. 


In Iraq, several hundred Iranian youths are still in camps for prisoners of 
war, even though the cease fire was signed by bouth countries a year ago. 


In Eritrea, among the estimated 16 000 prisoners of war, hundreds are children 
under the military age of conscription. 


It has long been recognized that members of certain groups may be vulnerable 
to violations of their human rights and fundamental freedoms. 


Children are considered as such a group and may be entitled to special 
measures. Such special treatment is not considered to be discriminatory 
because its purpose is to ensure equality. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘German Church Letter on Anniversary of World War II' EPS 89.08.92 


This letter was issued on behalf of the Evangelical Church in Germany and the 
Federetion of Evangelical Churches in the German Democratic Republic. Between | 
them, they group the United, Lutheran, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional 
churches) in the two Germanys, and account for most Christians there. 


The text is signed by United Bishop Martin Kruse (Berlin/West) and Lutheran 
Bishop Werner Leich (Thuringia). It was translated from the German by the 
Language Service of the World Council of Churches. 


Fifty years ago, on 1 September 1939, the German Reich invaded the 
neighbouring state of Poland, thus sparking off the Second World War. This 
war brought infinite suffering upon the peoples of the earth. 


The Day of Remembrance prompts us to send you a letter. We should like to ask 
you to remember in your services of worship the 50th anniversary of the date 
on which this dreadful war was unleashed. 


Let us remember together before God that many millions lost their lives, and 
that countless people were wounded, compelled to do forced labour, humiliated 
and driven from their homeland. 


In the end, the Germans themselves suffered what they had brought on their 
neighbours. By no means all the wounds inflicted by the war and the Nazi rule 
of terror have yet been healed, but neither are the sufferings at the end of 
the war and in the post-war period forgotten. 


Let us humble ourselves together before God. 


We are shocked at the guilt human beings have incurred. It remains a burden on 
us today. Only a few are still alive who have to acknowledge this guilt as 
their own. Let us not condemn our fathers and mothers. It is not our business 
to do so. 


But our personal commitment to the present must be all the stronger. We may 
again become guilty and endanger the peaceful common life of human beings. 
Consequently, we ask God to give us a watchful spirit. We trust him to forgive 
guilt, and we ask for forgiveness. 


Let us thank God together: Since the war ended, we have been living in 
peace. Beyond all expectations we have experienced reconciliation among 
people in the East and the West although they had to suffer grievously from 
the war. This has produced among our peoples a new sense of community which 
must be preserved and deepened. It is a sign of hope. 


Let us together ask God for peace. We ask for the peace which passes all 
understanding and so also for peace for all the peoples of the world, for our 
own people and for all the strangers living in our midst. We ask God to 


prevent wars and to increase trust and understanding where at present 
hostility and distrust prevail. 


Those who pray should also be doers of the Word. Let us contribute what is in 


our power to the furtherance of peace among the peoples, so that human dignity 
may be respected and justice may be done. 


May God bless us as we listen together to his Word and pray. 


In the unity of faith, hope and love we send our greetings. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/29) 


Northern Ireland - More Than a Holy War - Towards a New Beginning is a new 
booklet from the Irish Council of Churches (48 Elmwood Avenue, Belfast BT9 
6AZ). Its author is ICC General Secretary David Bleakley. 


Subject of the July-August issue of Bridge, published by the Christian Study 
Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture (6/F Kiu Kin Mansion, 566 Nathan Road, 
Kowloon, Hong Kong) is the situation just before and after the Chinese 
crackdown in June on students demonstrating in the main square in Beijing. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a church-—backed 
effort to bring 'news from Africa's last colony'. Among its recent offerings 
is a compilation of ‘essential documents' since 1976 in connection with the 
UN independence plan for Namibia. Cost is 53 UK pounds for non-profit and 
non-governmental organisations, 78 for others. 


Bishopscourt Update is a new publication from the office of Desmond Tutu, 
the Anglican archbishop for southern Africa (16 Bishopscourt Drive, Claremont, 
Cape 7700, South Africa). 


A copy of the Christian Conference of Asia Programme and Budget for 1989 is 
available from the CCA Communications Office, 57 Peking Road 4F, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 


A report on follow up to the October 1987 World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing is available from WCC/ESR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


"CCPD: For a Change' is a new periodical from the Commission on the > 
Churches' Participation in Development. Copies are available from WCC/CCPD, 
Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


New from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
situation report #8 (16 August) on the emergency in Sudan 
situation report #1 (17 August) on floods in India 
situation report #32 (21 August) on drought, displaced persons in Ethiopia 
a dossier of reports from CICARWS regional groups 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Resisting the Threats 
to Life by Preman Niles (#41 in the Risk book series). It deals with aspects 
of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). Cost is 8.90 Swiss 
francs, 5.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


In EPS 89.08.05, last line of first paragraph, please read '1.5 million in 
transfers ...' (and not 55 million ...) 


EPS appears 40-plus times a year. This EPS was printed 23 August. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines (8h00 GMT in each case): Monday, 4 September; 
Monday, 11 September; Tuesday, 25 September; all Mondays in October/November. 


EPS faxes headlines on request. We pay for that. Then you can ask (and 
pay) for faxing items. 


EPS costs 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 69.50 New 
Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 52.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US 


dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 275 Indian 
rupees a year. 


REFORMED WORLD MEETING: Ecumenical Press 
JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION Service 89.08.93 


SEOUL (Monique McClellan) - Participants in the 22nd General Council of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches (here, 15-27 August) strongly supported an 
ecumenical call to covenant for justice, peace and the integrity of creation 
fJPIC). 


Coming from about 150 Reformed and United denominations in about 80 countries, 
delegates worked in four groups on questions of mission and unity, common 
testimony, JPIC, and policy. Later in the meeting, their recommendations went 
to the whole council for action. 


The JPIC recommendations highlight threats to life and creation in our age. 
'For the sake of creation, the future of all humanity and especially for the 
children and young people of the planet', they say, 'the churches are urgently 
called to new forms of priestly and prophetic worship, witness, and 
solidarity.' The report from the section is to be published as a letter to 
children. 


Among other things, specific JPIC recommendations deal with the world economic 
order, oppressive or illegitimate governments, human rights, peacemaking, and 
the reunification of Korea. They ask WARC members to approach their 
respective governments in response to threats posed by the ‘greenhouse effect’. 


They also ask careful attention to the ‘particular ethical dangers involved in 
certain expressions of biotechnology, including the use of genetic analysis 
for sex selection resulting in the widespread destruction of female foetuses, 
the commercialization of childbirth, discrimination based on genetic 
characteristics, military applications of genetic engineering, the patenting 
of genetically-engineered new life forms and the use of this technology by 
economic powers to exploit the genetic resources of third world countries.' 


According to Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, church-and-society director for the 
World Council of Churches, the emphasis on the greenhouse effect and on 
biotechnology are important indications that church bodies around the world 
are increasingly focusing on the integrity of creation, and not only as an 
abstract theological concept. ‘These two issues’, he says, ‘are probably seen 
by many as the major questions posing the greatest threat to the integrity of 
creation in our time, both in theological terms and in terms of practical 
effects.’ 


Granberg-Michaelson said the WCC-—WARC cooperation that led to the council 
discussion here on JPIC is a good example of ecumenical sharing. ue 
probably fair to say', he observes, ‘that without the work the WCC had done on 
such a complex subject [as biotechnology] it would have been difficult for 
people to meet here for only a short time and come up with comprehensive 
decisions.' 


At the same time, he points out, 'WARC speaks with its own voice on the 
important ethical and theological questions. WARC has stressed the issue 
from the Reformed perspective, acknowledging the presence of human sinfulness.' 


The WARC recommendations consider the greenhouse effect as one of the most 
important environmental questions. Observes Granberg-Michaelson: 'For the 
ecumenical movement, there is a building of momentum that's coming to a 
consensus. The issues raised by the warming of the earth's atmosphere, and 
the effect this will have on the livelihood of millions of people around the 
globe will have repercussions on relationships of churches. They all will 
have to give their attention to it.' [EPS] 


WORLD REFORMED GROUP HIGHLIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
PEACE AND REUNIFICATION OF KOREA Service 89.08.94 


SEOUL (Monique McClellan) - Vice President Chung Hyun Ro of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches, told participants in the 22nd WARC General Council 
(here, 15-27 August) that he was ‘happy to see reunification [of Korea} 
emerging as an important issue' at the meeting. 


Ro, a South Korean, was introducing a special plenary on Korean peace and 
reunification. He recalled that six million Koreans were killed in the 
1950-53 war, since which the country has been rigidly divided. When the 
fighting stopped, 100 000 orphans lived in the streets of devastated cities, 
10 million families were separated, and 1.5 million fully armed soldiers were 
on either side of the demilitarized zone. ‘And today', he said, ‘our task as 
churches is not only to overcome hatred and division between north and south, 
but within South Korea itself.' 


Following a moving presentation full of both symbolic images and realistic 
pictures depicting war and riots, destruction and oppression, and the misery 
of separated families, a panel of three South Koreans addressed the plenary. 


Recalling the council theme, ‘Who do you say that I am?', Samuel Lee, 
professor of social philosophy at Soongsil University here, said that for 
Korean Christians Christ is the peacemaker who tells the church in Korea that 
its task is to work for reunification. 


Unlike Korea, he said, other countries divided by outside powers, such as 
Germany and Vietnam, are either reunited or live in peace as neighbours. ‘As 
long as national security is the priority of both governments ... massacres, 
torture, arrests, human rights violations are permitted', he said. 


'In the name of national security’, he added, ‘national independence and 
self-reliance continue to be sacrificed, and in addition, because of the 
nuclear capability, the division of Korea remains a threat to world peace.’ 
Said Lee: ‘Without unification we are not full human beings, because we are 
not free to practise God's love,.' 


Theologian Yong Bok Kim recalled that the history of the church in Korea is 
identified with suffering people. He noted that a church declaration last 


year on Korean reunification and peace, begins with a confession of their 
sui ltie 


Over the years, the church has given in to the very system that caused hatred, 
and ‘the church in South Korea has experienced the agony of division within 
itself.' But, Kim said, it is now promoting the involvement of all Koreans in 
overcoming the country's division, to create a people's movement. 


Asia Secretary Kyung Seo Park from the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
said Korean reunification is also a major WCC concern, recalling WCC actions 
on this issue in recent years [EPS 86,87,88]. 


Concluding, Lee said the most powerful obstacle to peace is the war atmosphere 
which continues between the two parts of the country, and the mistrust built 
up over decades. He said a first step towards normalization could be found in 
recommendations from the National Council of Churches of Korea. 


It is urging the governments of the two Koreas, plus the countries that have 
been involved in the Korean conflict, to negotiate and replace the current 


pee ae agreement with a peace treaty, including a non-aggression pact. 


FAITH & ORDER COMMISSION: Ecumenical Press 
BEM PRAISED, FUTURE PLANNED Service 89.08.95 


BUDAPEST -— Two ‘statements to the churches' were approved by the 120-member 
Plenary Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches at its 
meeting here (9-20 August). 


One statement, ‘Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry - The Continuing Call to 
Unity', deals in particular with BEM, a 1982 F&O text on three historically 
church-dividing issues, and the process of response to BEM since then. 


It also received five reports for future action by its 30-member Standing 
Commission. They cover future F&0 work, the Fifth World Conference on Faith 
and Order (projected for 1993; the fourth was in 1963), 'the unity we seek', 
unity and mission, and ecclesiology (the nature and mission of the church). 


The plenary group meets every four years or so. The smaller group each year. 
F&0 membership covers virtually the entire church spectrum, including WCC 
non-members such as the Roman Catholic Church. 


The commission says it 'rejoices at the manifold evidence that BEM is not only 
stimulating discussion and dialogue between the churches, but is also enabling 
them to grow closer together in their life, worship, and mission.' 


It says 'no one foresaw the interest which ... BEM ... would evoke in the 
Christian community. No one envisaged the impact which it would have within 
and among churches of such diverse historical origins and such varying 
traditions.' 


The statement suggests this is the case at least in part because ‘it is a 
specific work of limited scope ... done slowly, with the pain and patience ... 
such labour demands.' 


BEM has, says the commission, ‘created a new ecumenical situation. ... It 
expressed broad convergence on basic Christian affirmations, and revealed 
sometimes surprising agreements’, but, it adds, ‘we still have far to go' in 
terms of ‘further growth into unity'. 


The commission notes that serious disagreements persist in the wake of BEM, 
'despite discussion, study, and prayer’. These include ‘the relation of word 
and sacrament, the understanding of sacrament and sacramentality, the 
threefold ministry, succession in ministry, the ministry of men and women, the 
relation of men and women, the relation of scripture and tradition, and 
ecclesiology’ (the nature and mission of the church). 


Nonetheless, ‘if the affirmations made by the churches in their responses are 
given their full value, we will see an increasing number of practical steps 
towards unity among the churches. ... We await this with expectation and a 
good hope that the churches will act on this opportunity so that the special 
gift of this moment is not lost.’ 


The other statement from the commission is an overview of and reflection on 
the meeting here. It foresees a major contribution on 'the unity we seek' at 
the WCC Seventh Assembly, in Canberra (Australia) in February 1991. It also 
looks forward to ‘that glorious unity of the people of God throughout the 
world. We invite you', it adds, ‘to continue this demanding exercise - an 
exercise of prayer, of work, and witness with Christians of other communities 
so that we may play our part in the search for that unity which is God's 
alone, not only to be visible in the community of churches, but for the unity 
and renewal of all creation.’ [over] 


f&0/2 


The report received by the commission on the 1993 F&O conference suggests a 
‘provisional theme' for the meeting - ‘Towards a Credible Communion in Faith, 
Life, and Witness'. Such a theme ‘would allow for a comprehensive theological 
discourse on the present and future of the ecumenical vision.' 


It suggests such possible sites as Hong Kong, Singapore, and Abidjan (Ivory 
Coast). The four previous conferences were in Lausanne (Switzerland), 1927; 
Edinburgh, 1937; Lund (Sweden), 1952; and Montréal, 1963. It also urges 
that ‘concerted efforts' be made to involve in planning for the conference 
‘evangelicals, pentecostals, and others’ whose participation in F&O activities 
so far has not been great. 


The report on future F&O work suggests 4a consultation on ‘unresolved 
ecumenical issues concerning ministry, especially the ordination of women.’ 
It says ways need to be found to ‘prevent this plurality [of practice on 
women's ordination] being a major hindrance to ecumenical relations and 
bilateral dialogues.' 


It suggests that the consultation include ‘careful exploration of the 
development of apostolic tradition in order to discover apprpropriate ... 
principles for dealing ecumenically with patristic material [theological 
material from the first centuries of the church] and with the question of 
discerning the apostolic tradition.’ 


It also urges that within existing F&O studies on apostolic faith and unity 
and renewal, 'a place be found for attention to the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
within the church’, and that contacts with Pentecostals, charismatics, and 
representatives of independent churches in Africa be strengthened. 


The report on ‘ecumenical perspectives on ecclesiology’ agrees that a ‘major 
study' on the subject is needed, and that it ‘should integrate the 
ecclesiological content and implications' of current F&O work and bialateral 
theological discussions. 


The aim, it adds, should not be a ‘comprehensive ecclesiological statement’, 
but rather a text which concentrates on ‘basic perspectives of unity and 
diversity'. 


The report on ‘the unity we seek" says that sought in 'prayer and hope', 
such unity 'has to be envisioned in a way that can engage the imagination and 
loyalty of many new Christians in rapidly growing groups. More than ever, we 
must be open to diversity which enriches unity; more than ever, we must seek 
God's help to overcome a divisiveness which destroys unity. ... 


‘We do not underestimate the difficulty of the issues on which the churches 
have not yet reached agreement. Yet because God in Christ took flesh by the 
Spirit, the unity we seek must find embodiment in forms, structures, and 
relationships between Christians sufficient to enable them to worship, 


witness, and serve together, in a way which offers healing to the brokenness 
of the world.' 


The report on unity and mission says ‘mission belongs to the very nature of 


the church', and urges 'new, creative ways to talk about the integrity of 
unity and mission.' [EPS] 


IVORY COAST: GIGANTIC CHURCH, Ecumenical Press 
PRESIDENTIAL GIFT, ALMOST DONE Service 89.08.96 


This item, by Paul Mukasa, is abridged and adapted from Nairobi-based Africa 
Church Information Service (7 August). 


YOMAUSSOURKO - Here in the new capital of the Ivory Coast, 1500 artisans are 
working round the clock to put final touches on what is billed as the largest 
church in the world, to be dedicated next month. 


Hand—blown French stained glass in 4000 different tints has been installed for 
81 hectares of windows. Italian marble tiles have been fixed around the 
74-acre esplanade, designed to hold 300 000 people. French builders have 
lifted into place the 28-metric-ton, steel-and-stained-glass cupola topped by 
a gold-painted globe and cross. 


The 30-foot cross towers 489 feet, 37 feet taller than the cross atop St 
Peter's in Rome. The Yamoussoukro church is 623 feet long, about 20 feet 
longer than St Peter's. The complex, guarded by soldiers, stretches about a 
third of a mile. 


The structure here is similar to St Peter's, but engineers are sensitive about 
the comparison. 'What's the same?' asked Pierre Cabrelli, a French engineer. 
"St Peter's has statues; we don't,' he says. 'They have only a few columns; 
we have 273.’ 


Masons have erected the columns, some rising 101 feet in the air, with blocks 
of moulded, high-density cement. The use of local sand gives the ensemble a 
pinkish hue. A contrasting green will be added when 75 acres of surrounding 
land is fully planted with ornamental French gardens. 


Our Lady of Peace is to be be air-conditioned, with machinery in the cellar 
pumping air through ducts in the wooden pews to cool the 8000 worshippers who 
can sit inside. A technician at the site said that to save electricity, only 
a 15-foot cushion of air is to be cooled, leaving the 830-foot-high dome to 
warm to tropical levels. Curtains of forced air at the doorways will allow 
the doors to be kept open while the air conditioning cools the nave. 


In response to criticism of the project he has sponsored, Félix Houphouet- 
Boigny, who was born here 84 years ago and who has been president of the Ivory 
Coast since it gained independence in 1960, notes that the church is being 
built on his land, and financed with his money. ‘We have and continue to 
enjoy political and economic stability. Without the blessings of God, this 
would have been impossible. This is why I'm offering this gift to God', 
Houphouet-Boigny told a French newspaper. 


Critics say the project is costing upwards of the equivalent of 200 million US 
dollars, and note that the Ivory Coast foreign debt is equal to more than 10 
billion. The president estimates construction costs as two-thirds of that, 
and says redirecting his ‘meagre contribution’ would not ‘change the crisis 
which has hit my country.' A priest at a parish here says many project 
critics are racist because they 'can't imagine a black man' having it built. 


“Vatican reaction has been restrained, though it finally agreed to accept the 
gift. Upkeep costs are to be borne by Houphouet-Boigny. 


Of the 10 million people in the Ivory Coast, about 1.2 million are Christians, 
2.3 million are Muslims, and the rest are followers of various traditional 
African religions. [EPS] 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS WARN Ecumenical Press 
ABOUT DISCIPLINE AND OBEDIENCE Service 89.08.97 


MOSCOW - The Holy Synod (executive committee of bishops) of the Russian 
Orthodox Church has released an appeal from Patriarch Pimen to diocesan 
bishops ‘reminding them of the strict keeping of church unity, canonical 
discipline, Christian morals, and piety.' 


The Information Bulletin of the Russian Orthodox Department of External 
Relations says ‘negative occurrences in the life of certain dioceses' prompted 
the appeal. 


It also observes that ‘certain persons have expressed oral and written 
critiques of hierarchs and clergy' which has led to ‘the disturbance of peace 
and church unity. There are also cases of the weakening of church discipline 
and church obedience on the part of some clergymen and laymen.' 


The synod statement reminds diocesan bishops to ‘make full use of their *A% 
ministry, to hold regular meetings on the levels of dioceses, deaneries, and 
parishes, to build up and deepen church unity, to encourage pastors and their 
flock to a more active participation in the life of the church and society, 
and to care for the increase of Christian piety and morals." 


In other action, a synod commission studying materials which could lead to the 
rehabilitation of clergy and laity 'repressed in the Soviet period’, held its 
first meeting. A church report says the group is ‘proceeding from the wish to 
remove even the slightest shadow of doubt from the children of the church 
repressed in the Soviet period as to their disloyalty to the Soviet state or 
hostile attitude to the Motherland and its people, as well as any suspicions 
thrown upon them due to their ordination and religious convictions.' 


However, it stressed the ‘significant difference between civil rehabilitation 
and recovery of the good name of priests or lay people who honestly performed 
their religious duty to society.’ It said that ‘from the religious-—ethical 
point of view', all who ‘innocently suffered for the faith and the name of 
Christ do not need rehabilitation. ... They are worthy of being honoured by 
the church as martyrs or confessors.' 


It added that ‘civil rehabilitation ... is first of all a task of the state 
and society as a whole which now take it as their purpose the recovery of 
honest names of citizens who suffered innocently for the sake of truth and 
good. ‘The church', it continued, ‘is ready to assist in ... this noble task 
by our society with a balanced approach to this difficult problem. We are 
happy to participate in the process of renewal and the building of a society 
and state governed by law.' 


And, even though 'the church does not bear any responsibility for repressions 
and is not legally obliged to compensate losses to the victims', the 
commission said the church should ‘raise funds or render other help to the 
victims of repressions themselves, or to their direct relatives ... in case 


they do not have any other sources for existence, or these sources are 
inadequate.’ 


Meanwhile, in an open letter to the Russian Orthodox Church, the new 
Independent Fund for the Preservation of Christian Culture has called for a 
formal church declaration that the last Russian tsar and his family are saints. 


The royal family was shot in the wake of the 1917 revolution. The US-based 


Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, has already made such a 
declaration. [EPS] 


DISCIPLES ASSEMBLY TAKES Ecumenical Press 


SOCIAL, THEOLOGICAL STANDS Service 89.08.98 
INDIANAPOLIS - The General Assembly of the US-based Christian Church 


(Disiciples of Christ), the principal Disciples denomination in the world, has 
taken several social and theological stands. 


It said African National Congress, a group outlawed as terrorists by the 
white-minority government of South Africa, and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, which Israel rejects as terrorists, are necessary participants 
in any negotiations aimed at peace and justice in their respective regions. 


The assembly also voted its unhappiness with a recent decision by the US 
Supreme Court which allows states to restrict abortions. Noting deep feelings 
on both sides of the issue, Disciples General Minister John Humbert asked for 
a moment of silence after the standing vote was taken. 


It approved a report from its Commission on Theology which says only God 
decides who is saved and who not. The report was requested by the previous 
assembly, two years ago, in response to proposals that it state explicitly 
that salvation is possible only through faith in Jesus Christ. 


The statement says self-righteous judgments about who is going to heaven are 
‘inappropriate to the gospel’, but after a late-night session, the assembly 
voted to add a description of the report as ‘one resource ... for study and 
response' because 'no statement of faith can fully express the whole faith of 
the whole church.' 


The assembly turned down a proposed resolution which called on all Disciples 
and church institutions to work within civil law. Opponents said it would 
make the official Disciples position hostile to civil disobedience, even 
though such might be necessary in some cases as the only means to promote 
justice. 


It called for a two-week waiting period before hand guns can be purchased. 


A resolution saying Aids is not a punishment from God, and calling on 
Christians to treat those with the disease, and their families, with 
compassion and love, was approved overwhelmingly. Opponents were unhappy with 
the theological judgment. Said one, Richard Bowman, a minister and founder of 
Disciple Renewal, 'I wouldn't want to say Aids is a divine judgment, but I 
wouldn't want to say it isn't.' 


In ecumenical action, it approved a higher level of partnership with the 
United Church of Christ, whose General Synod had earlier approved the 
relationship. Opponents said the Disciples action would be 'putting our stamp 
of approval on homosexuality.' (A few acknowledged homosexuals are UCC 
ordained ministers.) 


It also approved a consensus document from the nine-denomination Consultation 
on Church Union, which for more than a quarter-of-a-century has been trying to 
bring the denominations closer together. 


During one of the meetings held in connection with the assembly, a breakfast 
sponsored by the Disciples Peace Fellowship, President Eleanor Smeal of the 
Fund for a Feminist Majority was interrupted several times by people opposed 
to abortions. One protester asked her if she goes to church. She replied 
that she was raised a Roman Catholic and that her current religion '‘'gets 
simpler every day'. [EPS] 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY GROUP Ecumenical Press 
HONOURS SOVIET OFFICIAL Service 89.08.99 


LONDON - At its Third World Congress on Religious Liberty (here, 23-26 July), 
a group with strong Seventh-day Adventist backing honoured the former head of 
the Soviet government Council on Religious Affairs. Konstantin Kharchev, who 
recently became a Soviet diplomat, received a plaque from the International 
Religious Liberty Association for his ‘contribution to trust between all 
peoples that weaves peace.' 


Kharchev told the 200-plus delegates from about 50 countries that in the 
Soviet Union ‘a believer is no longer an enemy.' And, he observed, 'a person 
who believes is better than a person who believes nothing.' He said ‘the 
ideal relationship between churches and the [Soviet] state is still far off', 
but described a proposed new Soviet law on religion as ‘significant progress’. 
Under the proposal, ‘people will be able to meet and pray without any kind of 
registration. But churches will have to register if they want to buy property.’ 


Asked if a separate Ukrainian Catholic or Ukrainian Orthodox church would be 
allowed to register and buy property, he said ‘several different proposals are 
under discussion', adding that ‘this involves complex religious questions and 
political questions dating back 400 years. All parties must act with the 
greatest prudence.' (The Russian Orthodox Church, the main grouping of 
Christians in the Soviet Union, has opposed a separate existence for either a 
Ukrainian or a Ukrainian Catholic Church.) 


IRLA General Secretary Bert Beach called religious liberty 'a synthesis of 
human rights. The status of religious liberty generally provides a litmus 
test of a given human-rights situation, for religious freedom includes or 
implies other human rights, such as freedom of thought, association, press, 
and education.' At the congress, a score of speakers from different religions 
reflected on church-state relations and freedom of conscience. [EPS] 


NOT ATTRIBUTING MATERIAL Ecumenical Press 
CALLED PROBLEM IN CHURCH Service 89.08.100 


RICHMOND (Virginia/USA) - An article (11 August) by Religious News Service 
cites 'a common practice by ... evangelicals who frequently use material from 
other sources without giving attribution.’ They may ‘say they don't remember 
where they get the ideas, and in other instances they fail to footnote the 


references because they use the material in works for popular rather than 
scholarly audiences.' 


RNS was reporting on the third recent case of US Baptist pastors reported to 
have used material by other people in their works without having attributed 
the material. In one case, the pastor said he had not read the book from 
which the material seemed to come; in another, the pastor said the question 


of giving credit never crossed his mind; in the third, the pastor said he 
should have acknowledged the source. 


Paul Achtemeir, professor of biblical interpretation at Union seminary here, 
noted that pastors may be exposed to many points at conferences they attend, 


and when they later use them in sermons and books, ‘they honestly don't know 
where they got the ideas to begin with.' 


Stan Gundry, general manager for Zondervan publishers, referred to ‘a whole 
oral tradition ... that would be very complicated to try to trace down." So, 


when pastor-writers draw on it, 'it is not plagiarism in the normally accepted 
sense.' [EPS] 


USA: ecumenical council informing missionaries about Aids EPS 89.08.1011 

NEW YORK - The [US] National Council of Churches reports it is stepping up 
efforts to inform missionaries about Aids and how to reduce their risk of 
contracting it. Educational materials and sterilized injection kits are among 


resources being provided to NCC member church bodies as they send missionaries 
overseas. [EPS] 


China: newspaper says new law on religion coming EPS 89.08.102 
BEIJING - The official China Daily newspaper says new legislation on religion 
is being prepared whose purpose will be to ‘strengthen religious liberty' and 
improve Chinese relations with relgious communities overseas. However, it 
added, ‘no foreign religious organization will have permission to get mixed up 
in internal affairs of the country.' [EPS] 


Haiti: tensions in church over changes at radio station EPS 89.08.103 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - The Belgian church news agency CIP reports ‘serious tensions' 
within the Roman Catholic Church in Haiti because of a decision by its bishops 
to replace the leadership of church-run Radio Soleil. Public protests have 
come from about 60 journalists and a group of priests. Opponents of the 
changes say the new staff will be less concerned about social issues. [EPS] 


Albania: Mother Teresa received by government minister EPS 89.08.104 
TIRANA - On a private visit to Albania this month, Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
was received by Albanian Foreign Affairs Minister Reis Malile. Historically, 
most Albanians were Muslims, though in 1967 the government declared Albania 
"the first atheist state in the world'. Vigorous measures have been taken 
against religion. An ethnic Albanian, Mother Teresa was born in 1910 in 
Skopje. Then it was in the Turkish empire; now it is in Yugoslavia. [EPS] 


Greece: new Baptist congregation organized by Vietnamese EPS 89.08.105 
ATHENS - Hardly any Greek is not at least nominally Eastern Orthodox. But a 
third Greek Baptist congregation has been started here - by Vietnamese 


refugees. [EPS] 


USA: Baptist board to look more carefully at missionaries EPS 89.08 .106 
RICHMOND (Virgina) - The Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 


Convention has given a committee more authority to examine doctrinal beliefs 
of would-be SBC missionaries. Also this month, a board subcommittee turned 
down an appeal from an Oklahoma couple rejected as missionaries after a 
regional Southern Baptist association objected to the ordination of the wife. 
According to a report from Religious News Service, ‘the board's standards for 
appointing missionaries have become a new battlefront in the fight between 
conservatives and moderates that has rocked' the SBC for more than a decade. 
After the Roman Catholic Church, the SBC is the largest US church body. [EPS] 


Methodist dispute over unofficial mission society continues EPS 89.08.107 
DALLAS - In 1988, the unofficial Mission Society for United Methodists 


reported it received 1.6 million US dollars for its work from United 
Methodists. UM Bishop C. Dale White has now accused the society of in effect 
encouraging United Methodists to ‘abandon' evangelization efforts of overseas 
denominations supported by the official UM General Board of Global Ministries. 
Society officials say they never encourage UM congregations not to pay their 
fair-share mission apportionments for the work of the board. In another 
‘aspect of the dispute, some leaders of the Council of Evangelical Methodist 
Churches in Latin America (CIEMAL) say the society is sowing dissension among 
Latin American Methodist denominations. But the United Methodist Reporter 
newspaper, published here, quotes Methodist leaders in Costa Rica, Colombia, 
and Brazil as denying that charge. [EPS] 


USA: church leaders to gather for health symposium EPS 89.08.108 
ATLANTA - A national symposium for about 200 church representatives, ‘Striving 
for Fullness of Life: the Church's Challenge in Health', is to take place 
here later this year (25-27 October). The gathering is co-sponsored by the 
Carter Centre of Emory University, and a Chicago-based, independent Lutheran 
agency, the Wheat Ridge Foundation. [EPS] 


Switzerland: aid agencies decry slow-down in development aid EPS 89 .08.109 
BASLE - In a joint letter to the Swiss government, the four major Swiss 
aid-and-development agencies, including two (Lent Action and Bread for the 
Neighbour) with church connections, have criticized a slow-down in the growth 
of Swiss overseas development aid. The four urge that Switzerland move 
towards an aid level equal to the average of that in the 12 European Community 
countries (0.5 percent of gross national product), and that at least by the 
700th anniversary of Switzerland, in 1991, the level be 0.35 percent. [EPS] 


Nicaraguan government asks church help monitoring contras EPS 89.08.110 
MANAGUA — Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega has asked the leadership of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Nicaragua to help monitor the recent five—government 
accords calling for the demobilization of contra forces, which have been 
fighting the government. The Roman Catholic archbishop here, Miguel Cardinal 
Obando y Bravo, says he and his colleagues will consider the request. [EPS] 


Pakistan: Christians appeal for ‘appropriate’ broadcast time EPS 89.08.1111 
LAHORE - New Delhi-based SAR News reports that representatives of the minority 
Christian community in mostly-Muslim Pakistan have appealed to government 
Broadcasting Minister Javed Jabbar to carry out a 1988 agreement to give 
‘appropriate time ... on television and radio to the Christian community.' 
Currently, Christians get half—an-hour at Christmas and Easter. [EPS] 


India: bishops get computer instruction EPS 89.08.112 
COCHIN - New Delhi-based SAR News reports that 21 bishops attended a one-day 
computer-—education course near here. According to SAR, ‘the prelates sat like 
students with rapt attention to listen to professional instruction as to how 
computers can be made use of in day-to-day pastoral activities.' The course 
began with a computer-screen image of the crucified Christ, and SAR noted that 
the computers which can draw pictures ‘captivated the bishops'. Leading 
dailies in the area gave the training event notable coverage. [EPS] 


Mennonite Central Committee phasing out work in Somalia EPS 89.08.113 

MOGADISHU - With civil war in Somalia escalating, the Mennonite Central 
Committee has decided to phase out most of its work there by the end of next 
month. Last month, an expatriate Roman Catholic bishop was assassinated. 


Several hundred people have died in recent rioting and fighting. [EPS] 


Fiji: Sunday-closure protests continue EPS 89.08.1114 
SUVA -— Roadblocks set up to protest the operation of a sugar-processing plant 
on Sundays have resulted in dozens of arrests, including that of Methodist 
General Secretary Manasa Lasaro [EPS 89.08.67]. The Methodist Standing 
Committee has named Ilaitia Sevati Tuwere acting general secretary. Opposing 
work on Sunday, Methodist Administrative Secretary Emosi Vuakatagane says ea 
we can harvest cane for six days a week and still harvest all cane in good 
time for crushing and export, there is no need’ for Sunday harvesting. [EPS] 


Philippines: Methodist bishops protest Mary statue EPS 89.08.115 

MANILA - The United Methodist bishops of the Philippines have issued a 
statement protesting the inclusion of a statue of Mary in a national monument 
marking the 1986 revolution which ended the rule of Ferdinand Marcos. The 


bishops called the statue 'at best presumptuous and at worse sectarian.’ Most 
Filipinos are Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


USA: Methodist bishop assigned to head anti-drug project EPS 89.08.116 
HARRISBURG (Pennsylvania/USA) - Felton May, an area bishop here for the United 
Methodist Church has been assigned by the church to head a year-long project 
to ‘bring together all the resources of church and community’ to make one 
neighbourhood in Washington ‘drug and violence free’. May has been a United 
Methodist bishop since 1984. [EPS] 


Scotland: presbytery installs ‘minister for ministers’ EPS 89.08.117 
PERTH - The presbytery (regional unit) here of the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland (the Kirk) has installed David Reid to ‘exercise pastoral care for 
all ministers in charges within the presbytery and their families.' The 
appointment is thought to be unique in the Kirk. [EPS] 


Reformed Church in America debates role of water in baptism EPS 89.08.118 
NEW YORK - The General Synod of the Reformed Church in America has approved a 
new baptismal liturgy, but only after it changed one word in a phrase 
opponents said could be understood as teaching that the act of baptism confers 
salvation. The proposed liturgy said that ‘through this water' people are 
reborn by the power of the Holy Spirit. A synod committee proposed to delete 
the phrase entirely; in the end the synod changed ‘through’ to ‘amidst', and 
then approved the liturgy. [EPS] 


Hungarian president praises Baptists for democracy EPS 89.08.119 
BUDAPEST - The Eighth Congress of the European Baptist Federation met here 
last month (26-30 July). More than 5000 delegates from 47 countries 
registered. In an address at the opening session, Matyas Sziirés, president of 
the Hungarian National Assembly, praised Baptists for their church demoncracy, 
and said it might be a model as the country creates ‘structures of a new 
society’. Hungarian Baptist Union President Janos Viczian, also a member of 
the National Assembly, praised the Sziiros speech. He said there is now a 
‘real reform situation' in Hungary. [EPS] 


Berlin/West: teacher shortage cuts religious education EPS 89.08.120 
BERLIN/WEST - Because of a shortage of 25 religion teachers in the United 
regional church here, several thousand school students will be going without 
religious—education lessons in the coming school year. [EPS] 


Lutheran World Federation puts off decision on suspensions EPS 89.08.121 
GENEVA - At its meeting here this month, the Executive Committee of the 
Lutheran World Federation said it could not take a final decision on whether 
to end the membership suspensions of two small white Lutheran denominations - 
the Cape Church (South Africa) and the German Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Namibia). The two were suspended in 1984 on grounds they did not oppose 
apartheid (race separation). The committee said that since then the two have 
publicly rejected apartheid and committed themselves to ‘a process leading to 
unity among the Lutheraan churches across racial lines.' But, it added, it is 
still an open question as to whether they have in fact met the 1984 LWF 
request that they evidence ‘practical conditions for abolishing the practice 
of apartheid in the life of the churches and their congregations.' [EPS] 


Hong Kong Synod leaves Lutheran World Federation EPS 89.08.122 
HONG KONG - The Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod has left the Lutheran World 
Federation, reducing its membership to 105. Prompting the withdrawal was a 
1984 LWF constitutional change describing LWF members as being in pulpit-—and- 
altar fellowship (communion) with each other. The synod would not agree to 
such a relationship with all other LWF members. Three other Hong Kong 
denominations continue as LWF members. LCHKS has close ties to the US-based 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, which does not belong to the LWF and which has 
pulpit-and-altar fellowship with few other bodies. [EPS] 


Church leaders represent Mozambican government in talks EPS 89.08.123 
NAIROBI - With Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi as mediator, talks on ending 
the Mozambican civil war were held last month. Representing the government 
was a team of church leaders, including Alexandre José Maria Cardinal dos 
Santos, the Roman Catholic archbishop in the Mozambican capital, Maputo. The 
delegation from the Mozambique National Resistance was led by one of its 
military commanders, Afonso Dhlakama. About half of the 15 million people of 
Mozambique follow traditional religions. About three-quarters of the rest are 
Christians (mostly Roman Catholics). Most of the rest are Muslims. [EPS] 


wccC general secretary writes to Central American presidents EPS 89.08.124 
GENEVA -— In a letter (14 August) to the presidents of Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches expressed WCC happiness at the their agreements on 
further steps toward peace in Central America at their meeting in Tela 
(Honduras) earlier this month. [EPS] 


Unitarian Universalists: 15% see selves as Christians EPS 89.08.125 
BOSTON -— A survey prepared for the Unitarian Universalist Association, based 
here, has found that 15 percent of the UUA membership consider themselves 
Christian. The majority identify themselves as "humanist/existentialist'. 
UUA membership is around 150 000. Though its roots are Christian, the 
association in more recent decades has also drawn on other religious sources. 
It supports the 'free and disciplined search for truth as the foundation of 
religious fellowship.' [EPS] 


Assemblies of God marks 75 years, launch membership drive EPS 89.08.126 
INDIANAPOLIS - At the close of its General Council here, [Pentecostal] 


Assemblies of God launched (13 August) a campaign to increase its membership 
by 5 million (it is now about 2.1 million) by the end of the century. The 
campaign also calls for 5000 new congregations and 20 000 more ordained 
ministers in the same _ period. Current totals are now about 11 000 
congregations and 27 000 clergy. In other action, delegates reworded a 
resolution they had passed earlier letting AG ministers decide the extent to 
which they engage in non-violent ‘civil disobedience’ to oppose abortion. The 
rewrite refers instead to ‘non-violent acts of intervention’. AG Overseas 
Missions Director J. Philip Hogan said AG missionaries must be non-political, 
and that if governments thought the denomination was on record in favour of 
some acts of law breaking, the AG mission programme would be ‘down the 
drain'. The council also voted ‘specialized ministry' credentials to spouses 
of AG ministers. This was done to give them 'a degree of protection" in terms 
of insurance and tax exemptions when their spouses die. [EPS] 


Auschwitz convent dispute still unsettled EPS 89.08.127 
AUSCHWITZ (Poland) - In 1987 in Geneva, Roman Catholic and Jewish 


representatives agreed that the site of a convent for a group of nuns would be 
moved by last February from the grounds of the Nazi concentration camp here. 
The convent has prompted protests from people who say its presence diverts 
attention at the site from the suffering of the Jews in World War II. The 
convent was to be relocated in a centre for Christian-Jewish dialogue to be 
built nearby. This month, however, Francizek Cardinal Macharski, the 
archbishop of the Krakow archdiocese, which includes the site, charged that a 
‘violent campaign of accusations and defamation’ against the nuns by ‘Western 
Jewish circles' had forced abandonment of plans to build the centre and move 
the nuns. The next day, Vatican Radio said Macharski had ‘reaffirmed the 
positions taken by the church' in his defence of the nuns who were ‘disturbed 
in their prayerful quiet.’ However, another cardinal who signed the 
agreement, Lyons Archbishop Albert Decourtray, said ‘an accord obliges those 


who sign it.' He said he would do all he can ‘so as not to offend the memory 
of Auschwitz.' [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/30) 


The second in the Occasional Study series of the WCC Commission on the 
Churches' Participation in Development is on "Ideologies and Peoples 
Struggles for Justice, Freedom, and Peace’. It is the report of a 
consultation on ideologies held in April 1988 in Buchow (GDR, East Germany). 
A copy is available from WCC/CCPD, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The subject of the July-August issue of Bridge, published by the Christian 
Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture (6/F Kiu Kin Mansion, 566 Nathan 
Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong) is the situation just before and after the Chinese 
crackdown in June on students demonstrating in the main square in Beijing. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a church-backed 
effort to bring ‘news from Africa's last colony’. Among its recent offerings 
is a compilation of ‘essential documents’ since 1976 in connection with the 
UN independence plan for Namibia. Cost is 53 UK pounds for non-profit and 
non-governmental organisations, 78 for others. 


Bishopscourt Update is a new publication from the office of Desmond Tutu, 
the Anglican archbishop for southern Africa (16 Bishopscourt Drive, Claremont, 
Cape 7700, South Africa). 


A copy of the Christian Conference of Asia Programme and Budget for 1989 is 
available from the CCA Communications Office, 57 Peking Road 4F, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 


A report (in French) by Muriel Julliard, from the staff of the World Council 
of Churches, on her participation in the ‘Chain of Hope: Maria Cristina Gomez" 
(EPS 89.05.38; 08.76) is available from EPS. 


New from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: situation report #5 (22 
August) on the violent shelling in Lebanon. 


The items in this and previous editions of EPS on the General Council of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches are based on reporting by WCC colleague 
Monique McClellan. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Resisting the Threats 
to Life by Preman Niles (#41 in the Risk book series). It deals with aspects 
of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). Cost is 8.90 Swiss 
francs, 5.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


EPS appears 40-plus times a year. This EPS was printed 29 August. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines (8h00 GMT in each case): Tuesday, 5 September; 
Monday, 11 September; Wednesday, 27 September; all Mondays in October/November. 


EPS faxes headlines on request. We pay for that. Then you can ask (and 
pay) for faxing items. 


EPS costs 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 69.50 New 
Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 52.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US 


dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 275 Indian 
rupees a year. 


WORLD REFORMED COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 


STRESSES HUMAN RIGHTS Service 89.09.01 
SEOUL -— The 22nd General Council of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 


Reformed Churches (here, 15-27 August), voted overwhelmingly to re-elect its 
president, South African theologian Allan Boesak [EPS 89.09.05]. 


Reflecting on his re-election, Boesak said it represented a fundamental choice 
by delegates from the 175 WARC members in about 80 countries - ‘choice for the 
poor and the weak and for justice, peace and the integrity of creation. It 
is', he added, ‘a fundamental choice for participation in the people's 
struggle for justice and human dignity and human rights all over the world.' 


Theme of the meeting was 'Who Do You Say That I Am', an echo of the question 
Jesus asks his disciples in the Gospel of Matthew. 


During the 13-day council, a great variety of themes and issues surfaced - 
mission, common testimony, Reformed divisions, ecumenical dialogue, ‘status 
confessionis', the ‘community of women and men', gospel and culture. 


But most prominent were issues of human rights, justice, peace, and creation. 


A special council sub-group presented nine human-rights issues for plenary 
action. A Dutch participant referred to them as a 'sad list of only nine 
issues. They could have been many more because they do not exhaust the 
sufferings and aspirations of the sinned against in our present world.’ 


He said they were chosen in direct response to complaints received by WARC 
members. ‘You can amend the action recommended by the sub-group', he 
observed, ‘but you cannot amend the complaint. It's a reality.' 


The host country itself was one about which human-rights questions were asked, 
as the division of Korea into two ideologically-opposed states has had 
adverse effects in both. 


"As long as national security is the priority of both governments', said one 
South Korean participant, "massacres, torture, arrests, human rights 
violations are permitted.' 


Delegates voted to make Korean reunification a WARC priority. "We cannot 
ignore the painful division of the Korean peninsula, the pain and suffering 
which it causes to the Korean people, and the serious threat to world peace 
which it represents', they said. 


On Romania, the council said 'never before has information about the ... 
violation of human and civil rights [there] been so abundant.' It expressed 
regret at the absence of delegates from the Reformed Church in Romania. 


"We are deeply disturbed about information concerning political pressure on 
the churches' leadership, and control over parish life in all its activities’, 
it said. 


Among other things, delegates told the WARC staff to continue to monitor the 
‘Romanian situation, to keep WARC members informed about developments, and to 
cooperate with ecumenical and other confessional bodies seeking changes there. 


Other issues on which the council spoke included Sri Lanka, the Pacific 
region, Sudan, southern Africa, Namibia, China, and capital punishment. It 
also approved a statement on peace. [over] 


warc/2 


A Chinese delegation was expected to attend the council, but it did not 
arrive. In a message to the gathering, President K.H. Ting of the China 
Christian Council said ‘we are thankful that the church ... in China has been 
able to continue with its worship and work of discipling.' 


In 1982 in Ottawa, the General Council suspended the WARC membership of the 
Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa (NGK) on grounds that it did not oppose 
apartheid. The council resolved here to continue the suspension. 


The council called it ‘matter of deep regret, indeed a contradiction of our 
calling in Jesus Christ, that the Reformed churches themselves are so deeply 
divided. We cannot confess the faith together today without confronting this 
fact and seeking to do something about it.' 


The council section which studied the issue considered a concept ‘of distinct 
ways of thinking theologically within the Reformed context.' It said that 
besides differences of polity (church structure), and national, cultural, and 
ethnic traditions, there are more or less coherent theological styles and 
approaches in the Reformed family which may be 'cultures' in their own right. 


The council approved a recommendation to continue to study reasons for 
division, with an emphasis on regional situations, and to include WARC members 
and non-members in this effort. 


The council dealt with the justice, peace and integrity of creation issue at 
many different levels. It approved an ‘open letter to the children and young 
people of the planet' which is intended for wide distribution through church, 
non-governmental, and UN-related bodies [EPS 89.09.04]. 


It called on different parts of the church to ‘recognize and declare that the 
present world economic order is immoral and must be changed to one that is 
just.' It also urged members to declare when government laws and actions, or 
governments themselves are illegitimate because they maintain constant 


oppression and actually promote injustice. In such cases, church leadership 
in non-violent resistance was urged. 


Concerning the debt crisis of many Third World countries, the council said 


they bear the burden of international indebtedness 'in a patently unjust and 
oppressive way'. 


WARC members in creditor nations were urged to press their governments, banks, 
and other financial institutions to end the debt crisis in such a way that 


creditor nations and institutions absorb any losses, in the interest of global 
economic justice. 


Other approved recommendations concerned the threat to survival of the planet 


posed by the ‘greenhouse effect', and ethical dangers in certain expressions 
of biotechnology. 


At a news conference near the end of the council meeting, the new WARC general 
secretary, Milan Opocensky, stressed the role of the alliance as a ‘place 
where we could really experience a mutual solidarity ... a platform where we 
could share in our suffering, in our problems, and also in our hopes.’ 


ei his own background in the [United] Evangelical Church of Czech 
rethren, he expressed the hope that WARG will ‘take all theology from all 


parts of the world seriously, and that ‘it will not be a place where one kind 
of theology will be predominant.' [EPS] 


WORLD REFORMED COUNCIL LOOKS Ecumenical Press 
AT ECUMENICAL RELATIONSHIPS Service 89.09.02 


SEOUL - Meeting here (15-27 August), the General Council of the Geneva-—based 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches affirmed increased dialogue and closer 
relationships with other Christians as it ‘received ... with satisfaction' a 
report on the Reformed ecumenical situation. 


The 19th-century founders of the Disciples of Christ came from the Reformed 
tradition in the United States, and Disciples are currently linked with 
Reformed in united churches or church union talks in several countries. 


The council affirmed a document from the international Disciples—Reformed 
dialogue which expresses mutual recognition and acceptance of the _ two 
traditions as ‘visible expressions of the one church of Christ'. That means 
sufficient Reformed-Disciples consensus to allow each to accept the members 
and ministries of the other, to share reciprocally in the Lord's Supper, and 
to share in mission, evangelism, and service. 


The report says Reformed-Roman Catholic dialogue begun in 1984 'shows a 
surprising degree of agreement in the understanding of Christ's unique 
mediatorship ... but also points. to continuing disagreements in the 
understanding of the church.' 


It notes that the degree of Reformed-Roman Catholic relationship varies 
greatly in different countries, and recommends that Roman Catholic 
relationships be given particular attention among WARC members everywhere, 


Evangelical movements and groups have presented Reformed churches with a 
particular challenge, the report says, as it urges WARC to pay particular 
attention to new expressions of fellowship and common witness among the 
multitude and diversity of such movements, most of which include people who 
are also members of Reformed denominations. 


Following a first meeting in 1988 between Eastern Orthodox and WARC 
representatives, the dialogue group is now trying to formulate a common 
Statement on the trinitarian faith of the church. 


The group is also seeking a common approach to the disputed "filioque' phrase 
in the fourth-century Nicene Creed. The council called for full ecumenical 
debate on it, and encouraged Reformed participation. 


(The filioque clause affirms that in the: Trinity, the Holy Spirit proceeds 
"from the Son' - ‘et filioque' - as well as from the Father. Orthodox do not 
accept the phrase, which was not in the original version of the creed; most 
other Christians do.) 


With regard to Lutheran-Reformed relationships, the council said that ‘in 
the light of the discovery that nothing stands in the way of church 
fellowship, we urge Lutheran and Reformed churches ... to declare full 
communion with one another.’ 


The report says condemnations each tradition pronounced against the other in 
the past are no longer applicable. WARC members were urged to respond to the 
recommendations by the end of 1990. 


The council reaffirmed the role of the World Council of Churches, to which 
most WARC members belong, in manifesting a commitment to unity. It noted its 
special interest in WCC restructuring to maintain the WCC role as "privileged 
instrument' of promoting global ecumenism. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press 
REFORMED WHO DO NOT 
ORDAIN WOMEN URGED TO Service 89.09.03 


SEOUL -— The General Council of the 175-denomination World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (meeting here, 15-27 August) urged all its members which do not yet 
ordain women to ‘seriously reconsider their position in the light of the 
scriptural declaration of the oneness of women and men in Jesus Christ." It 
also said WARC members which do ordain women ought to ‘insure that women 
receive equal pay for work of equal value in all church positions.’ 


A recommendation approved from another section report calls on WARC members to 
‘york toward full human rights for all people', and in that light, WARC 
‘member churches that have not already done so are urged to put the ordination 
of women on their agenda.’ 


Figures for the number of WARC denominations which do not ordain women, and 
their sizes, were not available. But the numbers are not insignificant. 


The council also asked WARC members to 'break down barriers which still divide 
women and men within their church communities’, to ‘listen anew to what the 
biblical witness says about the partnership of women and men", and to 
re-examine language and images used in liturgy and church documents to be sure 
they reflect experiences of 'both women and men, speaking about God utilizing 
a broad range of biblical images, not only masculine metaphors.’ 


Cyrus Moon, a South Korean Reformed theologian on the staff of the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva, said he is ‘delighted with the WARC 
interpretation that discrimination against women is a sin." It was painful 
for him and his wife, he noted, that because their denomination does not 
ordain women, his wife could not be ordained till they came to Switzerland. 


He added that he is sure 'many of our church politicians and our conservative 
groups will not like this new development. But ... after this council, the 
matter should not be a question of theological discussion any more.' 


Sang Chang, a woman ordained in the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of 
Korea, predicted many Reformed Koreans will at first be shocked by the 
recommendations, but 'in the second stage, they'll rethink what the Bible says 
and read what's happening in the world scene; eventually they will accept it, 
because no one can go against the direction of history.' 


Another part of the same section report, 'Towards a Common Testimony of 
Faith', deals with 'status confessionis', that is, a determination that some 
practice or belief is at the heart of the Christian faith. At the previous 
General Council, in 1982, that principle was used in declaring apartheid in 
South Africa sinful, and theological justification of it heretical. 


However, the report says it ‘is not appropriate to declare a _ status 
confessionis in order to emphasise commitments which are primarily based on 
current ethical, social, or political concerns. Such concerns do regularly 
call for Christian witness, and challenge the church to consider what is the 
proper response to them in the light of the gospel.' 


But, it continues, 'it is quite unjustifiable to declare a status confessionis 
in order to exert moral pressure upon Christian sisters and brothers who take 
the call to Christian discipleship as seriously as we do, but give different 
answers to such ethical, social, or political challenges.' 


The EP PCRL SOEs not invoke the principle of ‘status confessionis' in 
connection with its discussion of the ‘community of women and men'. [EPS] 


REFORMED SEND LETTER TO CHILDREN, Ecumenical Press 
YOUTH ON JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION Service 89.09.04 


SEOUL - The General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(meeting here, 15-27 August) approved a letter to children and young people on 
issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. 


In recommendations added to the letter, the council declares the current world 
economic order 'immoral', and says it 'must be changed'. It also urges WARC 
members to discern when governments act illegitimately, and to respond with 
"civil disobedience when they believe the gospel obliges them to do so.' 


Another recommendation urges WARC members not only to raise their voices 
against threats to the earth, but, also to defend the Sabbath as a day of rest 
for all creation, and teach Christians to live in harmony with creation. 


In the letter, council delegates confess that their generation has 'plundered 
the earth, squandered its gifts, and engaged in hostilities that continue to 
haunt the world'. So, it continues, 'we fear ... that we have left you a 
future that will contain much suffering.' 


However, children are cautioned not to see the failure of the church as God's 
failure, for God is determined to fulfil what God began in creation, for 'God 
is at work in the world to give us another future.' The letter also says 
Western theology has too often seen God's covenant as being with people only, 
rather than with all of creation. [EPS] 


BOESAK RE-ELECTED PRESIDENT Ecumenical Press 
OF WORLD REFORMED ALLIANCE Service 89.09.05 
SEOUL -—- By an overwhelming vote, South African theologian Allan Boesak was 


re-elected president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches by its General 
Council (meeting here, 15-27 August). 


First elected at the previous council meeting, in 1982, he serves till the 
next meeting, about 1996. It is the first time in its 114-year history that 
WARC has re-elected a president. 


The other person nominated for president, WARC Vice President Ro Chung-—Hyun of 
South Korea, was subsequently re-elected vice president, defeating Roland 
Revet of France. 


Two new vice presidential posts were added. Elected unopposed were Jane 
Dempsey Douglass (USA), and Abival Pires da Silveira (Brazil). 


Two of the three department moderators were re-elected - Herbert Ehnes 
(finance, West Germany) and Chang Sang (cooperation and witness, South 
Korea). Lukas Vischer (theology, Switzerland) lost a bid for re-election. 
Nominated from the floor, Karel Blei (Netherlands) won by four votes. 


The council endorsed staffing and administrative changes, though increasing 
executive staff from three to six depends on funding availability. Priority 
is to go to the appointment of an assistant to the general secretary, with 
executive officers for women's issues and human rights also being sought. 


Among changes approved in terms of publications are the replacement of 
Reformed Press Service by occasional news releases. The council urged WARC 
members to give more to support WARC work. [EPS] 


PACIFIC ISSUES SPOTLIGHTED Ecumenical Press 


AS REFORMED COUNCIL MEETS Service 89.09.06 
SEOUL -— ‘Lord, help us heal the land, save the sun, protect the water.' That 


cry for help came from Pacific participants during the meeting here (15-27 
August) of the General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Among major concerns raised were drift-net fishing, injustices suffered by 
Aboriginals in Australia, independence from France for New Caledonia, and 
threats from nuclear testing and dumping in the region. 


During a time of worship focused on the region, a delegate from New Zealand 
confessed ‘deep sorrow and regret for the past' in terms of relationships 
between the offspring of the 19th-century settlers from Europe (Paheka) and 
the indigenous Maori people, but also looked forward to ‘new partnership' 
between them. 


A Marshall Islander expressed fears for the future of the islands: ‘Christ 
has made the elements of land, sea, and air depend on each other. Will the 
greenhouse effect destroy us?' 


From Samoa, a delegate related how his people almost lost their identity after 
Christianity arrived: 'We didn't recognise Christ until he was wrapped nicely 
in Western culture. It's only now that we start to analyse the value of our 
culture, within Christ.' 


In a taped message, Charles Harris, president of the Uniting Aboriginal and 
Islander Christian Congress in Australia, unable for health reasons to attend 
the council, told participants about the plight of indigenous Australians. He 
talked of the special relationship Aboriginals have always had with the land, 
not owning it, but carefully living in partnership, protecting resources, and 
nurturing the land. Now, he said, 'My people have lost the land, and the land 
is hurting. When you destroy the environment, you destroy the human race. 

You destroy the land, you destroy yourselves. We have allowed this to happen.' 


The council called on the Australian government to take urgent action to 
remove injustices which still cause suffering to Aboriginal and Islander 
people, ‘including the restoration of their God-given rights to be caretakers 
of their traditional lands'. It asked the Uniting Church in Australia to 


combat the ‘ignorance and prejudice of many Australians concerning Aboriginal 
and Islander culture'. 


The council supported the Evangelical [Reformed] Church of New Caledonia in 
its efforts on behalf of independence for the country, and supported efforts 
to preserve the rights and culture of the Kanak (indigenous) people there. 


Drift-net fishing was raised as one of the area's most pressing issues by the 
ecumenical delegation from Tuvalu. Such nets stretching for dozens of miles 
Sweep the sea clean of fish and all marine life. 


The council urged WARC members in Japan and Taiwan to take up this issue with 


their governments, with a view towards Stopping the practice on the part of 
those two countries. 


It urged an end to both nuclear testing and the dumping of nuclear waste in 
the Pacific. 


It also urged that church property in all parts of the world be declared 


nuclear-free zones - ‘as a social, human, Christ-like witness for the sake of 
creation and all people’. [EPS] 


Kenya: ecumenical council sets review EPS 89.09.07 
NAIROBI - The National Council of Churches of Kenya has announced a week-long 
conference involving 600 participants towards the end of the year (27 


November-3 December) to assess the past and plan for the future of the 
ecumenical body. [EPS] 


England: draft code on female priests draws fire EPS 89.09.08 
LONDON — Bishops of the [Anglican] Church of England have issued an elaborate 
draft code of practice which could come into effect should English Anglicans 
ever approve the ordination of women as priests. Offered as a way to 
safeguard rights and conscientious feelings on all sides of the issue, it was 
sharply critiqued by both supporters and opponents of female priests. One 
Supporter, Deaconess Diana McClatchey, called it a ‘leprosy charter' which 
says in effect that female priests are dangerous and undesirable. An 
opponent, National Coordinator Margaret Hewitt of the Women Against the 
Ordination of Women, said it offers very weak protection to those who object 
to the priesting of women. [EPS] 


USA: black Anglicans called to renewed evangelism EPS 89.09.09 
LOS ANGELES - About 450 members of the Union of Black Episcopalians 
[Anglicans] met here with tthe theme ‘expanding our horizons’ through 
evangelism'. [EPS] 


Church bodies 'shocked' at extent of ‘sexual harassment’ EPS 89.09.10 
NEW YORK —- The Associated Press reports that ‘shocked at its extent, [US] 
churches are grappling with a newly-recognised problem in their own domain - 
sexual harassment of women, particularly female clergy.' According to AP 
Religion Writer George Cornell, concern about the issue ‘has risen as 
increasing numbers of women have entered the ordained ministry.' [EPS] 


Methodist differences on homosexuality EPS 89.09.11 
DALLAS - The United Methodist Reporter newspaper reported (23 June) that US UM 
congregations ‘are dealing differently with homosexual members'. It says 38 
congregations and five annual conferences (the equivalent of dioceses) have 
declared themselves ‘reconciling’ bodies, which means they welcome homosexuals 
as full participants in church life. On the other hand, nine congregations 
have declared or were preparing to declare themselves 'transforming', that is, 
welcoming of homosexuals seeking to change to heterosexual lifestyles. [EPS] 


South Africa: Tutu in group which is tear-gassed EPS 89.09.12 
CAPE TOWN —- South African police fired tear-gas (23 August) at Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and a group of students outside a church here, shortly 
after he persuaded them to cancel a planned protest march on a nearby police 
Station. Tutu had earlier tried but failed to see a senior officer at the 
station in an effort to obtain the release of detained students and teachers. 
Tutu then returned to the church promising he would try to see South African 
Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok about their demands. Then Tutu and others 
left the church, at which point police released the tear gas. [EPS] 


Simultaneous worship in Dresden, Coventry marks war anniversary EPS 89.09.13 
LONDON -— Simultaneous services of worship were scheduled (3 September) in the 
principal churches of Coventry (United Kingdom) and Dresden (German Democratic 
Republic) to mark the 50th anniversary of the start of World War II. The two 
cities were heavily damaged by bombing during the war. [EPS] 


Italian, South African Baptists in covenant EPS 89.09.14 
ROME — The Baptist Union of Italy and the Baptist Convention of South Africa 
have agreed to a 12-month covenant, including spiritual, moral, and financial 
support. [EPS] 


West Africa: ecumenical leaders warn on ‘sects’ EPS 89.09.15 
ABURI (Ghana) - After a four-day meeting here, general secretaries of councils 
of churches in Ghana, Benin, Gambia, Liberia, Togo have warned against 
activities of certain 'sects' active in West Africa. They also urged African 
governments to deal effectively with growing youth unemployment. Opening the 
meeting, Chairman F.W.B. Thompson of the Christian Council of Ghana urged 
industrialised countries to stop dumping toxic wastes in the region. [EPS] 


Chana: Presbyterians building healing, meditation centre EPS 89.09.16 
ATIBIE-KWAHU - The Presbyterian Church of Ghana is planning to build a large 
healing and meditation centre here, with financial support from the US-based 
Youth for Christ International organization. [EPS] 


FRG: Old Catholic diocese favours priesting of women EPS 89.09.17 
MAINZ — FRG (West Germany) Old Catholic Bishop Sigisbert Kraft is urging his 
colleagues in the International Conference of Old Catholic Bishops to accept 
the FRG Old Catholic diocesan decision in favour of the ordination of women as 
priests. The vote was 107 to 23. Other Old Catholic jurisdictions - in the 
Netherlands, Switzerland, Austria, Poland, and North America - have opposed 
such ordinations, though women have been ordained Old Catholic deacons in 
Switzerland and the Netherlands as well as Federal Germany. [EPS] 


Netherlands: Reformed rows on resurrection, homosexuality EPS 89.09.18 
LEIDEN - The Reformed Ecumenical Council reports a dispute within the 
Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) in the wake of two disciplinary issues. In 
one, F.0. van Gennep, an NHK professor of practical theology at the university 
here, wrote in a magazine that he does not believe in ‘the bodily resurrection 
[of Jesus] and even less in miracles'. Though some members of the NHK synod 
have demanded a speedier process, the NHK leadership has ruled that the 
professor must be investigated and thoroughly examined before judgment is 
passed. In the other case, the synod approved a motion that directed NHK 
parishes not to discipline members solely on the issue of homosexuality, a 
decision which has displeased some. [EPS] 


Pakistan: mob tears down church EPS 89.09.19 
ISLAMABAD - The building of St Thomas [United] Church of Pakistan here in the 
Pakistani capital was destroyed by a mob, according to a report from the 
Reformed Ecumenical Council. Protests to the government from Lahore Diocesan 
Bishop Alexander Malik were reportedly unsuccessful. Pakistan is 
overwhelmingly Muslim. [EPS] 


Bible Society wins GDR award EPS 89.09.20 
BERLIN/GDR - The Bible Societies in the GDR (East Germany) has won the award 
for 'best book in 1988' in the ‘literature for children and young people' 
category. The annual competition is organized by the GDR Association of Book 
Traders. The winning book was ‘Sharing in Joy and Suffering: Selected 
Stories from the New Testament', illustrated by Kees de Kort. [EPS] 


Nepal: Bible distribution reported hampered EPS 89.09.21 
KATHMANDU — Executive Secretary Loknath Manaen of the Bible Society in Nepal 
reportes that Bible distribution work is ‘under severe pressure' in Nepal, in 
Part because of a Nepal-India border dispute which has closed all but two 
border crossings, and made it hard for the society to import Bibles. United 
Bible Societies also reports 'renewed opposition from the government' towards 
Nepali Christians. Nepal is overwhelmingly Hindu. [EPS] 


Namibia: Anglican delegation in visit EPS 89.09.22 
WINDHOEK - A seven-person Anglican delegation is to visit Namibia 9-22 
September in connection with the transition to independence there. The group 
is led by Ted Scott, retired Canadian Anglican archbishop and primate. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Kalle Kasemaa: ‘Perestroika and the Church in Estonia' EPS 89.09.23 


Kasemaa directs the Estonian [Lutheran] Theological Institute, where he 
teaches Old Testament. This item is adapted from the 17 August edition of 
Lutheran World Information. The interview was provided by IDL, a Vienna—based 
church information service. 


[It was recently announced that information can be given in schools about the 
Christian faith and church history. How are these sessions going?] 


... It is really up to the school leadership to decide whether or not they 
want to take on a pastor; so far there aren't any general guidelines. What 
is happening in the schools ... now is only a temporary solution. The 
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church is ... working on a system of church 
Sunday schools. This is why we set up a department of religious education 
--. a few months ago to train teachers for the Sunday schools. 


It is also worth mentioning that one parish in Tallinn was able to publish a 
paper for children for the first time since the war. ... It brings the message 
of Christmas and Easter alive for the children, though we have only had two 
issues so far because there are only two people working on it. SE1115 Fit Ys 
particularly interesting because, according to our law, we are not supposed to 
address ourselves to children at all. 


[What about church membership, attendance, and theological training?] 


As far as I am aware, last year was the first time since the war that the 
number of people belonging to our church has risen - by several thousand, in 
fact. The number who were baptised tripled from one year to the next. And 
the number of those who were confirmed has more than doubled. There have been 
more church weddings too. Only the burial figures have remained more or less 
the same. We had already noticed in the last 10 years that the decline in 
church membership was slowing. In some parishes, the figures already began to 
increase some years ago. 


We are now experiencing a great increase in the number of students. Twenty 
years ago, there were fewer than 30 students, in 1980 there were already 40, 
and now we have 70. But these 70 do not represent any real gain, because half 
of them already have to work as assistant pastors in the parishes. ... In the 
last few years, many young women have also been coming to study. Not all our 
students want to be pastors; some hope to become teachers of religion. In 
the future, when the new law on religion comes into force, there will be 
opportuntiies for them in the Sunday school system here. 


[What about the supply of Bibles and theological literature?] 


... A [new] translation of the New Testament ... will appear this year in an 
edition of 18 000 copies. We are receiving a further 20 000 Bibles as a gift 
from the United States. From the Finnish church we're getting 10 000 Bibles 
to start with, and we hope for a further 25 000. In addition, a Bible 
Society in the United States also intends to print several thousand Bibles. 


Since last fall, we have been printing several newspapers and magazines which 
‘appear monthly or quarterly. And we have also had our church yearbook for 
five years. The number of copies is not high, but we can select the material 
very carefully and maintain a high standard in the book. Our institute is now 
negotiating to have a textbook on the Hebrew language published. We will also 
be needing a Greek textbook soon. Our ... institute has published the ... 
Nag-Hamadi texts (early Gnostic writings, found in Egypt) in Estonian. In the 
near future it is planned to publish a few of Meister Eckhart's texts. [over] 


estonia/2 


.. Printing permission has also been granted for ... ‘Our Belief’ by Emil 
Brunner and for a ‘Bible Knowledge for Young Christians’, 10 000 copies each. 
What our students are lacking are commentaries in English on the Bible. In 
the meantime, we have been well supplied with German theological literature. 


Founded in 1947, our institute is in certain respects the successor of the 
previous theological faculty of the University of Tartu. Although it has 
sufficient capacity to train the young generation of pastors, we do not have 
enough teachers. This is where the assistance of the Lutheran World Federation 
is important for us. In the fall of this year, we want to send a few students 
to Oxford and Helsinki for several years. We could possibly also send 
students to universities in the German Democratic Republic next year. 


[Are there enough pastors to look after all the parishes?] 


That has been our problem since the end of the war. Now we only have about 90 
pastors for 145 parishes, and not all of them even have a_ theological 
background. This is why young pastors have to look after two or three 
parishes. All the teachers at the ... institute are also parish pastors. 


My parish is in southern Estonia, nearly 200 kilometres away from Tallinn. I 
go to Tallinn for three or four days twice a month in order to carry out my 
institute duties. In Estonia there are very small parishes, and in the rural 
areas they sometimes have only 30-50 members. It is quite normal here that a 
pastor should look after several parishes. 


[What is the situation as far as ecumenical cooperation is concerned?] 


The relationship with the Russian Orthodox Church is good, because the 
Orthodox church here is partly made up of Estonian congregations, which were 
founded about 100 or 200 years ago. Our relationship with the small Methodist 
church and the Baptists is just as good. ... Both an Orthodox and a Methodist 
are currently studying at our institute. The fact that a Council of Churches 
was established a short time ago leads us on to a new stage in our 
cooperation. The times in which an attempt was made to treat the churches on 
the basis of 'divide and conquer' are over. 


[What is the church attitude to current social developments? ] 


Currently, there is a People's Front ... which includes all nationalities ... 
in Estonia. All those who are interested in the future of Estonia belong to 
Lite, The opposition ... International Movement is a group with more 
chauvinistic tendencies, made up almost entirely of Russians who have come to 
Estonia during the last few decades, and who have not adapted to the Estonian 
culture. The members of this opposition movement do not usually belong to the 
church, and it is almost impossible for the church to reach them. 


Officially, the churches have not taken up any standpoint towards the People's 
Front movement, We feel these political developments are not primarily a 
matter for the church. As a church, we cannot afford to participate in the 


People's Front movement, the Greens, or in the struggle of the Party for the 
National Independence of Estonia. 


Of course, the pastors can get involved as individuals; that is their own 
private affair. So far, we have been able to establish that the only party 
in which no pastor is active is the Communist Party. But it is also true 
that membership in any of the other political parties tends to be the 
exception as far as our pastors are concerned. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Australia Focus (IV) - Eastern Christianity, QUARTOs' EPS 89.09.24 


This is abridged and adapted from the March issue of National Outlook, an 
Australian ecumenical monthly. The author of the item, Alan Matheson, is a 
Disciples minister on the staff of the Migrant Liaison Office of the 
Australian Council of Trade Unions. 


The Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches is to be held in 
Canberra, the Australian federal capital, in February 1991. Earlier items in 
this series appeared as EPS 89.04.55; 07.12; 07.24. 


Sociologists analysing Australian religious life find the Orthodox experience 
too difficult to fit into their computerized questionnaires. Ecumenical staff 
continue to grapple with Orthodox ecclesiastical structures. Dialogue 
specialists are more attuned to other faiths than to Orthodox Christians. 
Most recent studies of the church in Australia see only its Anglo expressions 
- despite the Orthodox presence in Australia as early as 1820. 


The preoccupation with ‘relics of the Holy Land', walking in the steps of 
Jesus, that once-in-a-lifetime visit to Galilee, Bethlehem, Golgotha has 
enabled most of the Australian church largely to ignore Orthodoxy. Travel 
agents with their lists of retired clergy spend inordinate amounts of money in 
the religious press. 


Promises are made, tours organized, pilgrimages made. But the very way such 
tours are set up, the hotels arranged, the guides engaged, ensures that 
participants never meet, worship, have fellowship with Greek Orthodox in Gaza, 
Assyrians in Jerusalem, or Anglicans in Nazareth. 


Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy is a living, vibrant reality in Australian 
church life largely ignored by the Australian offspring of colonial English 
Methodism or Anglicanism. For its part, with all of the challenges of a 
migration experience, Orthodoxy has been preoccupied with its own survival. 


A uniquely Australian church will only emerge when two distinct streams of 
Christian experience begin to have their influence. One is the contribution 
from Aboriginal theologians. The other is that of the Orthodox, which seeks 
to convey the splendour of the apostolic tradition and offer the fullness of 
God's Truth through their liturgy. 


One of the paradoxes of religious life in Australia is the ambivalent way in 
which Eastern Christianity has been received, and the degree to which it has 
been marginalised, in contrast to the immigration of people and ideas from USA. 
No other country in the western world has so attracted the activity of QUATROs 
(Quasi Autonomous Transnational Religious Organizations), or been so generous 
in financial support for, or so naive in relations with them as Australia. 


The wholesale importation of QUATROsS from the United States into Australian 
church life is insidious and pervasive. These organizations are rigid in 
belief and reject any authority or discipline from usual accountability 
Structures such as synods, assemblies, presbyteries, or bishops. They are 
usually theocratic, believing that given the achievement by born-again 
Christians of political power, such Christians should use the coercive power 
of government to impose specifically Judaeo-Christian values upon others. 


Equally disturbing is their frequent alliance with the League of Rights .... 

I find it particularly repulsive that the league has recently chosen to 
penetrate the churches. It sends speakers not to preach the Word of God but 
to fascinate Christians with their talk of economic conspiracies and Jewish 
and political intrigue in the context of end-time events. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: ‘Interfaith Overview — 1: Judaism’ EPS 89.09.25 


On the agenda when the Dialogue Working Group of the World Council of 
Churches met in June in Casablanca (EPS 89.07.30) were reviews of Christian 
relations with several religions. VanElderen, editor of the WCC magazine One 


World, attended the meeting. 


Biorn Fjarstedt, general secretary of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden Mission, 
described a statement adopted last year in Sigtuna (Sweden) by the WCC 
Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People (CCJP; EPS 89.04.53) as a 
culmination of 40 years of ecumenical introspection and dialogue on 
Jewish-Christian relations. 


Its main points are (1) the continuing validity of God's covenant with the 
Jewish people; (2) repudiation of anti-Semitism and of contempt for Judaism; 
(3) recognition of 'the living tradition of Judaism' as ‘a gift of God'; (4) 
rejection of ‘coercive proselytism' as ‘incompatible with Christian faith'; 
and (5) the common responsibility of Jews and Christians to witness to God's 
righteousness and peace and to work for justice, reconciliation and the 
integrity of creation. 


Agreeing that this phase of Jewish-Christian dialogue has been ‘Eurocentric’, 
Fjarstedt argued this was necessary because Europe had to deal with its own 
history of Jewish-Christian relations, climaxing in the Holocaust. Moreover, 
he said, the way European Christians interpreted Judaism "has been carried to 
Africa and Asia through our theology and our hymns'. 


Today, he said, Jewish-Christian dialogue should ‘think of itself from a Third 
World perspective', a context in which 'there is the haunting reality of the 
poor and the oppressed and a new emerging consciousness of human rights, 
democracy and the participation of women in the struggle for a better world'. 


Despite important differences, Jews and Christians 'share the vision of the 
kingdom of God', Fjarstedt said. 'Can we in a continued dialogue pursue this 
vision a bit further and make a little clearer what we hope for? ... It is the 
Hebrew Scriptures that provide the nourishment among poor and oppressed 
Christians for the hope of God's coming rule.' 


Another veteran of ecumenical Jewish-Christian dialogue - retired Swedish 
Lutheran Bishop Krister Stendahl - suggested its further development should 
concentrate on theological and ethical issues rather than 'the history of the 
parting of the ways of Jews and Christians'. In particular, he said, the need 
in the Middle East today is for ‘less history and more justice'. Sigtuna, he 
recalled, also spoke out against interpretations of the Bible which try 'to 
give divine sanction to territorial claims' and ‘contradict the scriptural 
demands for peace, justice and truth’. 


Fjarstedt noted that theology and politics have had far more attention than 
spirituality in Jewish-Christian dialogue. It was suggested that a reason for 
this is that Jewish partners in such dialogue are chosen by international 
Jewish organizations, who have their own agenda for interfaith relations; and 


that this does not provide a diverse enough exposure to various currents 
within Judaism, including the mystical tradition. 


Acknowledging that Jewish dialogue partners have been primarily concerned to 
discuss the interlinked issues of Christian anti-Semitism, the land of Israel, 
and Christian mission to the Jews, Hans Ucko, WCC Programme Secretary for 
Christian-Jewish relations, suggested Jews ‘might be willing to widen the 


discussion beyond anti-Semitism when the church has given evidence of some 
success in doing something about it'. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/31) 


The World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) has published a new manual, 
‘Training for Primary Health Care. 


The subject of the July-August issue of Bridge, published by the Christian 
Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture (6/F Kiu Kin Mansion, 566 Nathan 
Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong) is the situation just before and after the Chinese 
crackdown in Jume on students demonstrating in the main square in Beijing. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a church-backed 
effort to bring ‘news from Africa's last colony'. Among its recent offerings 
is a compilation of ‘essential documents' since 1976 in connection with the 
UN independence plan for Namibia. Cost is 53 UK pounds for non-profit and 
non-governmental organisations, 78 for others. 


Bishopscourt Update is a new publication from the office of Desmond Tutu, 
the Anglican archbishop for southern Africa (16 Bishopscourt Drive, Claremont, 
Cape 7700, South Africa). 


A copy of the Christian Conference of Asia Programme and Budget for 1989 is 
available from the CCA Communications Office, 57 Peking Road 4F, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 


A report (in French) by Muriel Julliard, from the staff of the World Council 
of Churches, on her participation in the ‘Chain of Hope: Maria Cristina Gomez' 
(EPS 89.05.38; 08.76) is available from EPS. 


New from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 

~ situation report #2 (25 August), Senegal/Mauritania conflict. 

—~ situation report #5 (25 August), Armenia earthquake aftermath. 
— situation report #5 (28 August), Nicaragua hurricane aftermath. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Resisting the Threats 
to Life by Preman Niles (#41 in the Risk book series). It deals with aspects 
of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). Cost is 8.90 Swiss 
francs, 5.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


EPS appears 40-plus times a year. This EPS was printed 1 September. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines (8h00 GMT in each case): Tuesday, 5 September; 
Monday, 11 September; Wednesday, 27 September; all Mondays in October/November. 


EPS faxes headlines on request. We pay for that. Then you can ask (and 
pay) for faxing items. 


EPS costs 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 69.50 New 
Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 52.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US 


dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 275 Indian 
rupees a year. 


FIJI METHODISTS RE-—ELECT Ecumenical Press 
LEADER JUST OUT OF JAIL Service 89.09.26 


SUVA - Just released from jail, the general secretary of the Methodist Church 


in Fiji was overwhelmingly, re-elected by the MCF General Conference, which met 
here last month. 


Manasa Lasaro was sentenced to six months in jail in mid-July after he was 
among those arrested for setting up roadblocks to try to prevent work being 
done on Sunday at a sugar refinery. 


He was released about a week before the conference began. That was two days 
after an hour-long meeting at the prison between Lasaro and the Fiji minister 
for home affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka. 


Rabuka said he ordered Lasaro and 56 other Methodists freed under ‘compulsory 
supervisions orders' because he was concerned that if he did not, problems 
associated with Sunday roadblocks could escalate. And, he noted, the prison 
was built to house fewer than 50 people. 


He said he made no promises about tightening up the Fiji Sunday Observance 
Decree, but added that he understands the position of those opposed to work on 
Sunday, and would take up the issue with his government colleagues. 


Elected overwhelmingly as MCF president was Isireli Caucau. Early this year, 
he was named acting MCF president by a group supporting Lasaro. The civil 
courts later declared that the group had acted illegally, and ordered that 
Josateki Kori be allowed to serve out his third one-year term as president 
[EPS 89.04.27; 08.67,114]. 


Kori thus remains MCF president till the end of the year; he was not eligible 
for re-election. Among other things, his opponents contend that he is not 
sufficiently opposed to work on Sundays. 


In the week before the conference, there were failed attempts at 
reconciliation within tthe denomination, which is the main grouping of 
Christians, who make up about half the population of Fiji. The reconciliation 
efforts included a meeting involving Fiji President Penaia Ganilau. 


When the conference opened, two groups met separately for one morning, but 
came together that afternoon. The treasurer reported that despite the 
controversy, giving was over budget. 


Also, the pre-conference weekend bazaar and choir competition were reportedly 
the most successful on record, both in terms of money given and number of 
choirs taking part. 


In a related development, President Henry Manueli of the Fiji Council of 
Churches has sent a letter to the government generally supporting the 
relaxation of the Sunday Observance Decree, though also raising questions 
about its implementation. 


Besides Methodists, the council includes Roman Catholic, Anglican, Reformed 
(Presbyterian and Congregational), Salvation Army, and Baptist membership. 


Manueli said that despite some implementation questions, the decision to relax 
the decree is ‘a much more sensitive interpretation of the teachings of Jesus 
on the questions of the Sabbath. Basically we see Sunday observance as a 
matter of personal choice rather than legislation, and we would prefer that 
there was no decree on this matter at all.' [EPS] 


BAPTIST WORLD COUNCIL RAISES Ecumenical Press 
FAMILY, ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS Service 89.09.27 


ZAGREB (Yugoslavia) - Among the resolutions adopted by the General Council of 
the Baptist World Alliance at its meeting here last month (31 July-5 August) 
was one urging ‘consistency in living the Christian life.' It calls on 
Christians to ‘close the gap between profession and practice, between belief 
and behaviour, and between ideal and reality.' 


It also urges all Baptist leaders to ‘set a proper personal example of 
integrity, unselfishness, and constancy before their families, their peers, 
and those without faith in Christ.' 


Another resolution refers to a global ‘revolution in sexual morality', with 
‘changing mores, promiscuity, marital infidelity, and a preoccupation of the 
media and advertising with a crass commercialisation of sex.' 


It says 'youth of most societies' today are ‘largely disoriented as to sexual 
values which contribute to the stability and enjoyment of family life'; it 
speaks of 'much ... harm' done by ‘the cheapening of sex in the media, by the 
sexual exploitation of women and children in pornography, by extra-marital 
pregnancies, by the use of abortion for birth control, by the widespread 
sexual abuse of children, by the rapid and frightening spread of Aids, by 
promotion of homosexual lifestyles, and all commercialisation of sex.’ 


To help counteract that, it calls on Baptist bodies to ‘prepare, share, and 
disseminate materials advocating the biblical understanding of human sexuality 
in order to encourage high respect among both males and females of all ages 
for each other, and faithfulness to biblical standards.' 


A resolution on children 'notes with regret that in many Baptist churches the 
mission work among children is delegated to a few people within each local 
church.' It asks Baptist bodies to 'make themselves more aware of the harsh 
and apparently unloving world in which many children are born.' 


The council warned that ‘biblical family values are under attack from 
materialism, permissive attitudes towards premarital and extramarital sex, 
substance abuse, and casual commitment or none', and that Christian family 
values ‘are often ignored or .. ridiculed by secular education and the media.' 


The resolution calls on all Christians to ‘demonstrate Christian love and 
Support for families broken or handicapped by poverty, divorce, loss, or 
trauma’, and to ‘support the teaching and healing efforts of pro-family 
organizations everywhere, realizing that the task of protecting moral beliefs 
and values requires the cooperation of skilled secular and Christian agents.’ 


A resolution on human rights deplores ‘every incident in which persons and 
groups are subjected to actions which contradict the divine intention for 
personhood and human dignity, in particular human-rights abuses in the Middle 
East.' It urges Baptist to pray 'for the speedy end of racial discrimination, 
in particular for the end of apartheid, and for the restoration of the free 


exercise of speech and assembly, in particular for the end of repression of 
Students and youth in China and Burma.' 


A resolution on ‘stewardship of the earth' urges Baptists to ‘learn of the 
environmental dangers facing our planet' and ‘pursue a responsible lifestyle, 
respecting the integrity of creation. ... In particular, we call upon 
governments to lead their industry and people by example through their public 


utilities, with special reference to the greenhouse effect, and others' 
emissions and effluents.' [EPS] 


CHURCH EFFORTS TO END WAR REFLECT Ecumenical Press 


CHURCH-STATE SHIFT IN MOZAMBIQUE Service 89.09.28 
HARARE (Steve Askin and Colin Darch) - While Mozambican church leaders 


reported back to Maputo last month on talks in Nairobi with representatives of 
the anti-government force Renamo [EPS 89.08.123], the 14-year-old war against 
the South African—backed insurgents was intensifying on the ground. 


Though the first tentative church efforts to mediate began more than a year 
before the Nairobi meeting, the atmosphere for such involvement was improved 
by the late July decision by the ruling party Frelimo to remove the last 
vestige of an old system which, though not strictly enforced in recent years, 
theoretically restricted political participation by religious leaders. 


In moving to heal conflicts with the church and bring religious leaders into a 
peace process, the government was acting partly on advice from the Nicaraguan 
government, said a source close to the Mozambican government. 


At the talks, Mozambican church leaders presented the Renamo delegation with 
the government's 12-point peace plan, made public by President Joaquim 
Chissano in Maputo in mid-July. 


The 10-point Renamo counter proposal demanded an end to ‘insulting’ verbal 
attacks, presumably a reference to repeated reports from Mozambican officials, 
foreign diplomats, church leaders, and relief workers that the group has 
systematically murdered and mutilated unarmed civilians. 


Its document also asserted that Renamo opposes ‘any act which violates the 
people's physical or moral integrity, such as massacres, pillaging, etc.'. 


Last year, however, a top US government official estimated that Renamo had 
murdered at least 100 000 unarmed civilians in the previous 18 months of its 
"brutal war of terror against innocent Mozambican civilians’. 


US officials have repeatedly charged that South Africa, despite its denials, 
provides Renamo continuing military aid. 


Ex-Portuguese colonialists and a few of the more extreme groups on the 
American religious and secular right have also funnelled aid to Renamo. 


Despite Renamo's self-description as a ‘political force which is active on the 
Mozambican scene', most independent observers agree the group was founded by 
white security men from Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), and subsequently taken over 
by Pretoria. 


Though talks are still in a delicate preliminary stage, church negotiators may 
have exerted pressure for the exclusion of external backers of Renamo from the 
peace process. Rebel representatives and spokesmen in Lisbon and Washington, 
many of them whites and holders of Western passports, were recently removed 
from leadership positions at a Renamo meeting held deep in the bush in central 
Mozambique. 


As talks proceeded, the fighting heated up. According to government reports, 
its forces, in one of their largest offensives in recent years, recaptured the 
district of Tambara, held by Renamo for several years, and the important base 
at Maringue in Sofala province, near the Beira-Malawi railway line. 


A Renamo communique protested bombing raids it ascribed to the air force of 
neighbouring Zimbabwe, Mozambique's main military ally. [over] 
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At the same time, Renamo was charged with mounting a new round of savage 
anti-civilian attacks around the country which could call into question the 
sincerity of its Nairobi delegation. 


A few days before the church officials arrived in Nairobi for the talks, the 
Frelimo congress voted to open party membership not only to believers, but to 
property owners, polygamists, and other formerly excluded social categories. 


The membership restrictions in the country's only political party were the 
last holdover from anti-religious policies which were adopted soon after 
independence but had gradually withered away from non-enforcement. 


In keeping with moves of recent years towards mixed economy policies, the 
congress dropped its former self-description as ‘'Marxist-Leninist', while 
remaining ‘socialist’. 


The rules repealed at the congress had specified that ‘leaders or activists of 
religious denominations' and individuals who forced their children ‘to submit 
to a religious education' could not join the party. 


The change grew from a process of church-state fence mending begun about six 
years ago, when the government began to return church buildings closed 
illegally in the revolutionary euphoria which followed independence in 1975. 


Mozambique's government maintains generally cordial relations with minority 
denominations but has frequently found itself in conflict with the Roman 
Catholic Church, the largest grouping of Christians in the country. 


At independence, anti-clerical feeling among party militants was at its 
height. The Roman Catholic Church in Mozambique had tended to function as an 
arm of the Portuguese state. 


Under the colonial system, its bishops - apart from a rebellious handful - 
were effectively state functionaries, paid by the government. Frelimo's 
founders included other Christians who had suffered religious discrimination 
at the hands of colonial Roman Catholicism. 


Even before the latest shifts, Roman Catholic Archbishop Jaime Goncalves of 
Beira, one of the Frelimo government's fiercest critics, said last year that 
the 'era of religious oppression is over'. 


He said this during the run-up to the pope's visit to Mozambique in September 
1988 - another key indicator of the change in church-state relations. 


Less dramatic shifts in the stance of Goncalves and other. bishops also 
contributed to the church-state thaw. In the past, while government and some 
Christian leaders denounced South African destabilization of the country, 
pastoral letters from the Roman Catholic bishops confined themselves to vague 
denunciation of a fratricidal war between Mozambicans. 


But their 5 April pastoral, ‘Hope for Peace', brought them closer to the 
position taken by the government and the other church leaders. It said ‘the 
principal force sustaining this war comes from abroad' and called on other 
countries to "prevent assistance to continue the war in any form'. 


This shift, plus the keen government desire to stop the fighting, contributed 


to an environment in which church and state are fi 
to end the war. [EPS] nally cooperating in a drive 


RC-—BAPTIST DIALOGUE: COMPETITION Ecumenical Press 


IN MISSION CAN BE ‘STUMBLING BLOCK’ Service 89.09.29 
WASHINGTON - Results of a decade of dialogue between scholars from the 


Southern Baptist Convention and the Roman Catholic Church have been released. 
Among other things, they say that competition and conflict between the two 
groups 'can become a stumbling block to those who have not heard the gospel.' 


The dialogue participants also note that Baptists have sometimes ‘suffered 
legal and social discrimination' in predominantly Roman Catholic settings, and 
that Baptist missionaries have sometimes worked among Roman Catholics ‘without 
respecting their faith and beliefs’. 


On the Bible, their report says both affirm it as ‘the inspired word of God 
authoritative for faith and practice', and both say the Bible ‘is to be at the 
centre of public worship, and of the spiritual life of individual believers.' 


But it notes differences, especially in terms of the role of tradition, the 
sacraments, and communal participation and celebration. It also observes that 
Roman Catholic devotion to the Virgin Mary and other saints ‘has been a source 
of division and misunderstanding’ between the two traditions. 


Moreover, while Roman Catholics and Southern Baptists ‘differ significantly' 
in approaches to worship, they are said to share ‘fundamental attitudes’ on a 
variety of issues. [EPS] 


Polish Old Catholic Mariavite Church creates French province EPS 89.09.30 
PLOCK (Poland) - The Old Catholic Mariavite Church in Poland has recognised 
two bishops and created a French church province for about 800 families 
there. It is the second Old Catholic presence in France. The Christian 
Catholic Church of Switzerland also has a small jurisdiction. [EPS] 


USSR: hierarch visits ‘strict regime’ camp EPS 89.09.31 
KIEV - Metropolitan Filaret, the chief Russian Orthodox hierarch in the 


region, visited a strict-regime camp near hear according to a report in the 
Soviet newspaper Literaturnaya Gazeta. Allowing church access to the camp is 
reportedly part of a plan to make its approach more ‘human’. Filaret 
reportedly spoke to a meeting of about 700 prisoners, and his address was 
relayed on the camp public-address system. In another change, prisoners are 
allowed to wear crosses, and the camp governor said a room would be provided 
for priests to hear confessions and distribute the eucharist. [EPS] 


USSR: non-—Moldavian-speaking hierarch reported transferred EPS 89.09.32 
MOSCOW — Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Serapion has reportedly been moved from 
the diocese of Kishinev and Moldavia to the diocese of Tula after complaints 
about his behaviour and his inability to speak Moldavian. The new bishop, 
Vladimir Cantareanu, is an ethnic Moldavian who speaks the language. He met 
representatives of the Moldavian Popular Front who offered to help strengthen 
church life in the small Soviet republic which borders Romania. [EPS] 


Christian Peace Conference marks Nicaragua anniversary EPS 89.09.33 
PRAGUE -— Secretary General Lubomir Mirejovsky and staff of the Christian Peace 
Conference, based here, met with the Nicaraguan ambassador to Czechoslovakia 
and Nicaraguan students to mark the 10th anniversary of the victory of the 
Sandinista revolution. The secretary general praised the contributions of 
Latin American liberation theology and base church communities to Christian 
thought and action around the world, and the ambassador said ‘there is no 
contradiction beetween Christianity and socialism.' [EPS] 


Nordic, Baltic, English church reps meet to deepen unity EPS 89.09.34 
STIGTUNA (Sweden) - The Joint Commission for Deepened Unity between the 
[Anglican] Church of England and the Baltic and Nordic Lutheran Churches held 
its first meeting, here last month (2-7 August). Decades-old relationships of 
‘intercommunion' exist between English Anglicans and Finnish, Swedish, 
Estonian, and Latvian Lutherans. The other Lutheran churches involved are 
Danish, Icelandic, Norwegian, and Lithuanian. Co-chairing the meeting here 
were English Bishop David Tustin (Grimsby) and Swedish Bishop Tore Furberg 
(Visby). The next meeting is set for September 1990. [EPS] 


Italy: blessing of Martin Luther King bust averted EPS 89.09.35 
CADONIGE — According to a report from the Baptist Union of Italy, a parish 
priest here was planning to bless a bust of the late US civil rights leader, 
Martin Luther King, in connection with the inauguration of a sports centre 
named after him. However, the Baptists say, the blessing was averted after 
the priest was told that 'his action would not be proper towards a Baptist 
pastor and leader.' [EPS] 


USSR: Lithuanian church leader favours Finland status EPS 89.09.36 
VIENNA - In an interview with Kathpress church news agency, based here, 


Lithuanian Roman Catholic Archbishop Vincentas Cardinal Sladkevicius said 
Lithuanians are united in favouring independence for Lithuania with relations 
with the Soviet Union like those of Finland. He said the Roman Catholic 
Church, the main form of Christianity in Lithuania, is with the people in this 
aspiration. Until the Communist revolution of 1917, Lithuania was part of the 
Russian empire; it became a republic of the USSR in 1940. [EPS] 


Poland: Auschwitz convent controversy continues EPS 89.09.37 

AUSCHWITZ - Remarks last month by Josef Cardinal Glemp, the Roman Catholic 
primate of Poland, about the controversial convent just outside the perimeter 
of the former Nazi death camp here [EPS 89.08.127] have drawn criticism. In 
1987, church and Jewish representatives agreed the convent would move this 
year. The deadline has passed, and Polish church authorities have announced 
it will not move after all. In July, US Jewish activists demonstrated here 
against the convent. Some who tried to force their way into the convent were 
ejected by Polish workers on the site. Glemp said ‘Jews should not look on 
Poles with a superior air and pose untenable conditions.’ He added: ‘Your 
power rests with the media in numerous countries totally at your disposal. Do 
not use it for propagating anti-Polonism. If there were no anti-Polonism, 
there would be no anti-Semitism in our country.' Among those criticizing his 


repere were the Solidarity newspaper and the European Jewish Congress. 
EPS 


Abortion consensus eludes United Church of Christ meeting EPS 89.09.38 
CRAIGVILLE (Massachusetts/USA) - Meeting here for most of a week (13-18 


August), about 60 members of the United Church of Christ failed to find 
consensus on abortion issues. The group did release a 950-word ‘witness 
statement' outlining several points of agreement, including that human life is 
‘uniquely made in the image and likeness of God'; that ‘ultimate 
responsibility for moral decision-making rests with the individual conscience 
guided by Scripture, reason, experience, tradition, and grace'; that moral 
decisions are not made ‘within the web of our human relationships and our 
relationship with God'; that ‘neither legislation nor prohibition of abortion 
itself absolves the Christian conscience of moral responsibility'; that 
Christians are called to "responsible sexual behaviour'; and that ‘religious 
groups have the moral right to use just means to influence public policy.’ 
The group did not agree on ‘the rights of the unborn; the rights of the 
unborn in situations where rights of the mother, father, grandparents, or 
others are in conflict; whether or not abortion is an acceptable option; and 
the role of civil law in matters pertaining to abortion.' [EPS] 


Racetrack pastor banned as ‘disruptive influence’ EPS 89.09.39 
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS (Illinois/USA) - Lutheran Pastor David Krueckeberg, who has 
ministered at racetracks for two decades, has been banned from Arlington 
International Raceway as a '‘'disruptive influence'. The pastor says he was 
barred because he has supported a lawsuit attempting to force track owners to 
provide housing for children of track workers who provide 24-hour-a-day care 
to race horses. Arlington President Kenneth Dunn said track officials hired a 
chaplain and barred Krueckeberg so as to ‘control our programme' for the 
workers ‘from the day-care centre to the ministry. ... We did not want a 
counter-— productive element at the same time we had a new chaplain.' [EPS] 


Scotland: new denomination formed after lord disciplined EPS 89.09.40 
EDINBURGH - About a dozen congregations have formed the Associated 
Presbyterian Churches to protest the excommunication of Lord Mackay, the chief 
judicial officer for most of the United Kingdom [EPS 88.11.44]. Mackay was 
expelled from the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland because he attended two 
funeral eucharists for Roman Catholic legal colleagues. It is estimated that 
about 30 percent of the FPCS clergy and membership have joined the APC, 
splitting families in the Scottish Highlands where the 7000-member FPCS is 
concentrated. [EPS] 


Christian Peace Conference, Asian Buddhists cooperating EPS 89.09.41 
ULAN BATOR (Mongolia) - In the context of a cooperation agreement between the 
two organizations, a delegation from the Prague-based Christian Peace 
Conference has visited the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace, based here. 
The two plan to sponsor a second Christian-Buddhist meeting on peace and 
security in Asia and the Pacific in 1991. They sponsored a similar such 
meeting last December in Khabarovsk (USSR). [EPS] 


India: ecumenical action against dowry system EPS 89.09.42 
MADRAS — Representatives of eight denominations held a public meeting here as 
part of ecumenical action against the traditional dowry system, under which 
the families of a bride give substantial gifts to the family of the groom. In 
an address to the group, P.C. Alexander, governor of the state of Tamilnadu, 
linked the dowry system to a wide variety of discrimination against women, 
including the killing of female foetuses and infants, higher rates of 
illiteracy, inadequate medical care, and harassment after marriage. The 
meeting asked church leaders to remind clergy that to officiate at a wedding 
in which a dowry is a condition for marriage is immoral and illegal. [EPS] 


Magazine says South Africa tries to influence FRG church EPS 89.09.43 
BONN — The West German weekly Der Spiegel reports that for more than a decade, 
South Africa has spent large amounts of money in recent years trying to 
influence individuals and decision-making processes of the church in West 
Germany. It reports that some church officials have benefited from South 
African government-paid air tickets and safari tours. Since last year, the 
South African embassy here has’ been distributing a German-language, 
church-news monthly to parishes. [EPS] 


Ethiopia: ecumenical anti-Aids effort EPS 89.09.44 

ADDIS ABABA —- An Oriental Orthodox-Roman Catholic-Lutheran effort against Aids 

has begun for Ethiopia, to lend church support to government efforts to 
prevent and control the spread of Aids. [EPS] 


Gorbachev writes pope EPS 89.09.45 
MOSCOW - In a message to the pope (25 August), Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev expressed readiness for further development of Soviet-—Vatican 
contacts. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Middle East Ecumenical Appeal on Lebanon" EPS 89.09.46 


This text was issued 18 August in Arabic by General Secretary Gabriel Habib 
of the Middle East Council of Churches. 


The renewed flare-up of violence that Lebanon has recently witnessed is 
causing destruction and loss of human life without parallel. It threatens 
the very existence of the country and has brought its people to a point where 
they lack the minimal conditions for acceptable human life. 


The Middle East Council of Churches condemns the resumption of hostilities and 
calls for their immediate and definitive halt in all of Lebanon. 


Faithful to its commitment and positions, taken successively since the 
beginning of the war, the council appeals to all the belligerents to renounce 
violence. 


It reaffirms that dialogue is the sole way towards reconciliation. It implores 
God's mercy and prays for all the dead and those who suffer or are affected by 
the suffering of their beloved ones. It shares their hope for salvation. 


The council addresses itself to all the Arab states and, in particular, to the 
member states of the Tripartite Commission. It expresses its gratitude for 
their responsible efforts in seeking a political solution to the time—long 
Lebanese crisis. 


It asks them to continue their efforts, in spite of all the difficulties. The 
salvation of Lebanon remains foremost an Arab responsibility, and one can well 
question its destiny if the Arab countries, themselves so close to it, fail in 
their endeavours. 


The council reiterates its appeal to the international community and 
particularly to the active powers, to sustain, effectively and immediately, 
the Arab initiative and to seek ways for meeting the concerns of its people. 


At the same time, we appeal to all the Lebanese parties to engage in a 
responsible dialogue towards regaining the country's unity, its territorial 
integrity, the reconstruction of a harmonious society and the re-establishment 
of the state's sovereignty. 


A country that could rise again as a place of co-existence, mutual respect 
between its different communities, and equality between its citizens, would 
promote the cause of freedom, justice and peace in the entire region. 


The MECC thanks the Arab and international humanitarian organizations for 
their aid to Lebanon. 


Such aid should be intensified notwithstanding any obstacle, since serving the 
needs of all men and women overrides all other considerations. 


The MECC shall spare no effort in alleviating the suffering of the Lebanese 
and in upholding their aspirations for life with dignity. 


We pray God for all the oppressed, those in captivity, those bearing wounds, 
the vulnerable, the displaced and those being constantly tried. 


May He given them His peace, His compassion, and the strength of Him who 
vanquished death. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: ‘Interfaith Overview — 2: Buddhism’ EPS 89.09.47 


On the agenda when the Dialogue Working Group of the World Council of 
Churches met in June in Casablanca (EPS 89.07.30) were reviews of Christian 
relations with several religions. VanElderen, editor of the WCC magazine One 
World, attended the meeting. The first item in this series appeared as EPS 
89.09.25. 


Drawing on experiences on opposite sides of the globe, Rienze Perera and John 
Berthrong gave vastly differing assessments of Buddhist-Christian relations. 


Perera, an Anglican lecturer in Sri Lanka, recalled that in the 60s and 70s 
dialogue flourished there. As Buddhists and Christians shared ideas and 
responded to each other's publications, militancy gave way to tolerance. He 
described dialogue as a way for the church in Sri Lanka (associated in the 
minds of many with the colonial power) to take part in nation building. 


Today, Perera said, with his country in the throes of a social, economic, and 
political revolution, keenness for dialogue has faded, with a ‘hardening of 
hearts' on both sides. Buddhist leaders suspect dialogue as a ploy to convert 
their people. Christians are withdrawing into their own communities, fearful 
of a ‘Buddhist political messianism that seems to be shaping the destiny of 
our country'. 


Perera said that what is needed today in Sri Lanka (where there were 2500 
political killings in May alone) is ‘incarnational' dialogue, which starts not 
with Scripture or creation but suffering people. MTraditional '‘'conference' 
dialogue resembles ‘a discussion that takes place along the banks of a 
turbulent river where people are drowning'. But, he added, the conference 
model is safe; to opt for the incarnational model, ‘entering the stream as 
partners', is to take the risk of drowning. 


Berthrong, assistant dean of the theology faculty at Boston University, said 
academics, social activists, and contemplatives are involved in a thriving 
North American dialogue between Buddhists and Christians, with some meetings 
drawing up to 800 people. Part of the reason for the success of this 
relationship is a lack of ‘stereotyping, hostility and misinformation’ between 
North American Buddhists and Christians. 


Buddhism itself is growing in North America largely because of the attraction 
of the ‘effective, lay meditation techniques it offers'. Another strong point 
is the ‘'do-it-yourself' approach of Buddhist teachers, who insist that 
converts test things rather than take them on the teacher's authority. North 
American Buddhism, he said, has substantial North American leadership and ‘an 
organizational style that fits well into the society'. 


The success of this North American dialogue (in which the WCC has not 
officially participated) has not had an echo in the ‘home countries' of 
Buddhism, said WCC Dialogue Director Wesley Ariarajah, a Sri Lankan Methodist. 


One reason it has been very difficult to develop WCC-sponsored Buddhist-— 
Christian relations is the reluctance of the church in Asian Buddhist 
countries to take part. There the church is a small minority, except in South 
Korea (where, a participant observed, new members who account for the rapid 
growth of the church are more inclined to convert Buddhists than to dialogue 
with them.) 


Another reason is language differences, which make it virtually impossible to 
sustain a dialogue with Buddhists unless one speaks Korean, Japanese or 
Chinese. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: "Interfaith Overview -— 3: Islam’ EPS 89.09.48 


On the agenda when the Dialogue Working Group of the World Council of 
Churches met in June in Casablanca (EPS 89.07.30) were reviews of Christian 
relations with several religions. VanElderen, editor of the WCC magazine One 
World, attended the meeting. Previous items in this series appeared as EPS 


89.09.25,47. 


In a series of five regional conferences since 1986 the World Council of 
Churches has brought together Christians and Muslims from French-speaking 
Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe and the Middle East, North America, and 
English-speaking Africa to discuss issues such as stereotyping, economics, 
fundamentalism, social responsibility, human rights, and minorities. 


Their long-term objective is to set forth ecumenical guidelines for Christian- 
Muslim relations. In the process, networks of people committed to dialogue 
are being built and strengthened. For example, Nigerian Christians and 
Muslims at a consultation last June in Arusha (Tanzania) agreed to form a 
group to address continuing interfaith tensions in their country. 


Participants in the Casablanca meeting spoke of the diversity that makes 
global generalizations about Christian-Muslim relations hazardous. Milia 
Khodr, head of the Middle East Office of the World Student Christian 
Federation, said many people in Lebanon ‘dialogue without thinking of it as 
dialogue. Our suffering and struggles unite us beyond all our differences and 
the boundaries others want to create’. 


Jean Zaru, a Palestinian teacher in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, noted that 
‘Palestinian Christians and Muslims have never been so united as they have 
been during the intifada', the two-year old Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule. At the same time, she spoke of Palestinian Christians’ twofold 
struggle - against the perception of their neighbours that they are ‘part of 
the Christian West' and against the ignorance of many Christians elsewhere who 
think there are no Christians in the Middle East. 


Sri Lankan Anglican lecturer Rienzie Perera spoke of young women from the 
Philippines living as housemaids in the countries of the Gulf. Indonesian 
Pastor Eka Darmaputera said that in his country, Muslims are ‘nervous about 
the process of the Christianization of individuals, and Christians nervous 
about the process of Islamization of the whole society". 


Lebanese sociologist Tarek Mitri, secretary for Islam with the Middle East 
Council of Churches, noted the usefulness of contacts with representatives of 
world Muslim organizations, but he warned against supposing such dialogue will 
favour reformation in Islam, as such dialogue partners do not speak for Muslim 
mystics or militants, or for the vast majority of ‘silent Islam'. Contact 
with it, he said, must come through people ‘who have concrete experience in 
struggling alongside Muslims in areas like education and social work’. 


Several unfinished issues on the Christian-Muslim dialogue agenda were 
highlighted. Mitri said one is Muslim suspicion of dialogue as ‘a kind of 
scaffolding for mission agencies' and of church aid projects as just one more 
means of proselytism. Another is religious freedom and minority rights, 
questions that arise in different forms in both Muslim-majority and 
Christian-majority countries. A third is religion-state relationships. 


‘Is it possible', Mitri asked, 'to address questions like secularization and 
the legitimacy of political authority not in a comparative way, but as 
Christians and Muslims together?' Sometimes, he said, that may mean risking 
dialogue that is confrontational rather than irenic. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gabriel Habib: 'Middle East Evangelism Questions’ EPS 89.09.49 


This is excerpted from an open letter to the Lausanne Committee for World 
Evangelisation on the occasion of its Second World Congress, in Manila in July 
[EPS 89.08.39]. Habib is, general secretary of the Middle East Council of 
Churches. His letter makes three requests of evangelicals. 


... The first [is] to ask evangelicals to recognise and support the ongoing 
renewal within our Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant churches in the region. 
This renewal is deepening the spiritual life of the individual and the 
community in order to help them respond to the present challenging situations 
with the mind and spirit of Jesus Christ and to enable Christians here to 
continue as a faithful witnessing community within Middle Eastern society. ... 


Renewal efforts in our churches focus on stimulating biblical studies and 
prayer which, in turn, enable the believer to rediscover the reality of Christ 
in his church. Leaders of renewal in some Western churches (Roman Catholic, 
Anglican and Evangelical Lutheran) with whom we have talked recently are keen 
to learn from the renewal already taking place in our churches. ... So often, 
Western missions bring a Western agenda which reveals little knowledge of the 
spiritual gifts and vocation of our churches in the Middle East. 


The second [request is] to appreciate the movement of Christian unity in the 
Middle East as a fellowship of love in search of full communion in Jesus 
Christ through prayer, repentance, and common witness. This unity expresses a 
common witness to Jesus Christ in a society that perceives Christianity as 
heavily influenced and divided. ... 


Our quest for a more united Christian witness on the part of Christians in the 
Middle East has led us to attempt constructive dialogue with Western 
evangelicals. In the USA and in Europe we are cooperating with groups which 
are known as_ Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding (EMEU). The 
initiative was launched in September 1987 at a meeting held in the London 
Institute for Contemporary Christianity. The USA group has now had a number 
of meetings and a European group is beginning with leaders in Britain. 


I am sure you are aware that there are a significant number of mission groups 
who have established their Middle East offices in Cyprus. In May 1988 we held 
a seminar which brought together leaders from the MECC family of churches and 
representatives of some of these Western evangelical groups. 


Presentations on various issues were given by both sides in an atmosphere of 
frankness and openness to learn from each other. The Greek Orthodox Patriarch 
of the See of Antioch was present for part of this seminar and clearly 
expressed that the Eastern churches’ should also understand Western 
evangelicals and be open to learn from them. 


One of the difficulties in understanding each other may be attributed to the 
way in which Western evangelicals come into the region. Their para-church 
concept is confusing for our churches. Their innate separation from the 
authority of the church causes ecclesially-oriented leaders here to question 
their legitimacy. 


For us, Christian mission is not a specialized agency or board outside the 
ecclesia; it is basically the expression of the church in a local situation. 
Therefore, without a clear  ecclesiological relationship between the 
missionary's home church and the local church where they seek to witness, 
missionary work can remain alien to the local spiritual and cultural ethos. 
[over] 
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Non-Christians also find it a problem and tend to confuse local Christianity 
with a cultural phenomenon foreign to their historical experience which then 
reduces its significance in their salvation history. 


Many missionaries appear to have made no effort to learn about Middle Eastern 
Christianity and its spiritual heritage, rich in martyrdom and missionary 
witness extending far beyond the Middle East. Most seem to concentrate on 
Islam, assuming that mission to the Muslim does not require any consideration 
of the indigenous churches of the Middle East. 


The third [request is] to ask that evangelicals understand, respect, and 
support the witness of the local churches. For us, witness involves 
communicating the Gospel of Jesus Christ through ways appropriate to the 
religious and cultural ethos in which we live and work. 


We share lands and life with the people of the region who profess a 
relationship with the same God. It is in this context that we experience the 
meaning and uniqueness of Jesus Christ, his Cross and Resurrection, and 
proclaim him as Saviour. 


We recognise the command of Jesus Christ to go into all the world and preach 
the gospel. But our great difficulty is the methods used by many Western 
evangelicals which are culturally and ecclesiologically inappropriate. Such 
methods have an alienating effect on our churches' life and witness. For us 
the ways of the gospel have to be shaped within the life and culture of the 
people to depend ultimately on the surprising interventions of the Holy Spirit 
in-lifte Has. 


The importance of the local church in the Middle East is being increasingly 
highlighted by the socio-political and religious events in the region. The 
new turn of the conflict in Lebanon is causing both expatriate Christians and 
also Lebanese Christians to flee the country. However, the life of the Middle 
East churches does not cease, but comes under further pressure in its witness 
in society. Missionaries leave under these circumstances; Americans are not 
even allowed by their government to enter Lebanon. But the local churches 
remain and are fully involved in humanitarian service as part of their 
Christian witness through service. 


We would stress the need for Western Christians who visit to meet and support 
Christians and non-Christians who are seriously interested in peacemaking. 


We find many evangelicals support Israel in a kind of mythical belief which 
has no sense of justice to non-Jews -— in this case the Palestinians, and even 
ethically legitimises oppression. Church leaders in the Holy Land are on the 
side of the oppressed Palestinians not for ideological and partisan reasons 
but motivated by a sense of justice and peace inclusive of Arabs and Jews. 

MECC encourages visitors to these leaders to take enough time to understand 
the spiritual implications of the witness of the church in this region. 

Unfortunately an uncaring attitude expressed by so many 'Christian' pilgrims 


ignores the daily suffering of their brothers and sisters in Christ who try to 
live their faith in the midst of oppression. 


What has happened, we ask, to the spirit of the great evangelical social 
reformers which gave the western world much of its freedom? Western 
evangelicals often seem to apply a totally different set of values to our 


situations than their predecessors who championed the cause of justice 
(slavery, child labour, etc.) in the West. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (56/32) 


The World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) has published a new manual, 
‘Training for Primary Health Care‘ 


EPS format changes: As we prepare to send EPS electronically as well as by 
post (more details in later issues), we have to make some format changes. You 
will find them in this issue. Your comments are welcome. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a church-backed 
effort to bring ‘news from Africa's last colony'. Among its recent offerings 
is a compilation of ‘essential documents’ since 1976 in connection with the 
UN independence plan for Namibia. Cost is 53 UK pounds for non-profit and 
non-governmental organisations, 78 for others. 


Bishopscourt Update is a new publication from the office of Desmond Tutu, 
the Anglican archbishop for southern Africa (16 Bishopscourt Drive, Claremont, 
Cape 7700, South Africa). 


A copy of the Christian Conference of Asia Programme and Budget for 1989 is 
available from the CCA Communications Office, 57 Peking Road 4F, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 


A report (in French) by Muriel Julliard, from the staff of the World Council 
of Churches, on her participation in the 'Chain of Hope: Maria Cristina Gomez' 
(EPS 89.05.38; 08.76) is available from EPS. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 is situation report #4 
(25 August) on Namibia. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Resisting the Threats 
to Life by Preman Niles (#41 in the Risk book series). It deals with aspects 
of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). Cost is 8.90 Swiss 
francs, 5.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


EPS appears 40-plus times a year. This EPS was printed 6 September. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines (8h00 GMT in each case): Wednesday, 27 
September; Tuesday, 3 October; subsequent Mondays. 


EPS faxes headlines on request. We pay for that. Then you can ask (and 
pay) for faxing items. 


EPS costs 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 69.50 New 
Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 52.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US 


dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 275 Indian 
rupees a year. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
NAMIBIA: ECUMENICAL REPS TALK WITH BOTH SIDES IN SWAPO PRISONER CHARGES 


EPS 89.09.50 ::: Leaders of the Council of Churches in Namibia (CCN) have 
met with representatives of both Swapo and of people Swapo once held prisoner. 


Swapo is the principal group fighting South African rule in Namibia. Former 
prisoners of Swapo have charged they were harshly treated, as have 
ex-—prisoners once held by the South African authorities running Namibia. 


Speaking on behalf of the |CCN Executive Committee, its president, Lutheran 
Bishop Hendrik Frederik, said 'we have on many occasions expressed ourselves 


as totally opposed to the abuse of human rights by whoever and for whatever 
reasons.' 


Referring to the 'loss of many lives and the great pain suffered by Namibians 
in the cause for our liberation,’ the bishop added that 'many of the victims 
of this vicious cycle of wars were innocent, and the time has now come for us 
all to unite to bring about national healing, reconciliation, and unity.’ 


He said that 'in the light of our access to limited exposure and facts, we are 
challenged by both parties to exercise our role as mediators. We take comfort 
and hope from the readiness of these representatives to avail themselves for 
further discussions with us. ... 


‘As a nation,' he added, 'we need time to mourn our dead and allow for the 
healing of our injured, and we feel that no good will come of using this 
suffering as a weapon to be exploited for party political ends.' 


Namibia is currently in an internationally-arranged transition period to 
independence. CCN membership includes two Methodist, two Lutheran, and Roman 
Catholic, Anglican, and Reformed (UCCSA) jurisdictions. Most of the 1.2 
million people in Namibia are Christians; CCN accounts for most of them. [EPS] 


AUSTRALIA: ANGLICAN TRIBUNAL DECIDING ON PRIESTING OF WOMEN 


EPS 89.09.51 ::: Following the failure last month of the General Synod of 
the Australian Church of Australia to muster the three-quarters majorities 
needed to approve the ordination of women as priests, the issue has gone to 
the ACA Appellate Tribunal. 


After the synod ended, the seven-person tribunal heard arguments for and 
against the view of the Diocese of Melbourne that it can approve. such 
ordinations for its territory without affirmative synod action. The tribunal 
decision is expected in a few weeks. 


The synod did pass an affirmation of its desire for Australian Anglican unity 
‘despite this possible new difference between us.' That was a reference to 
the possible tribunal ruling in favor of the Melbourne view, and the 
subsequent ordinations of women which would follow. Among synod supporters of 
a national approach to the ordination decision, Perth Archbishop Peter Carnley 
said 'we should resist federationism in favor of deepening communion.' 


In other action, the synod declined a proposal that the ACA primate (presiding 
bishop) not also have responsibilities as a diocesan bishop. Supporters of 
the change said the increasing national and international demands on the 
primate require the primate to undertake that work fulltime. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
CANADA: EECUMENICAL COUNCIL AND GOVERNMENT ROW ON SANCTIONS CALL 


EPS 89.09.52 ::: In a sharp exchange, General Secretary Stuart Brown of the 
Canadian Council of Churches and Canadian External Affairs Minister Joe Clark 
have bluntly disagreed about Canadian policy on South Africa. 


In a four-page letter to Clark (1 August), Brown expressed ‘profound 
disappointment’ because the government has ‘consistently failed to take 
substantive action to economically isolate the apartheid regime. We can only 
surmise that for whatever reasons our government is retreating from its 
earlier position, and abdicating its leadership’ on the issue. 


In a reply (8 August) of just over three pages, Clark said ‘concern about the 
fundamental inhumanity of apartheid in South Africa is a basic priority of 
Canadian foreign policy.' He expressed disappointment with the ‘substance and 
tone of your accusatory letter.’ 


Noting the council call for sanctions, Clark said that 'if the government had 
any evidence that such a step taken at this time would end apartheid, or even 
contributed materially to that objective, then that is what we would do. 
Others,’ he continued, ‘have proven more capable’ than the council in "moving 
from dated, ideological calls for comprehensive sanctions' to ‘new, more 
sophisticated thinking on sanctions.' 


In turn, Brown replied (17 August) with three-plus pages. ‘Our position,’ he 
said, ‘reflects as closely as possible the position of our partner churches in 
South Africa, who live with the brutality of apartheid every day.' [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL SCHOLARSHIPS: ENCOURAGING AND DISTURBING 


EPS 89.09.53 ::: The Scholarships Office of the World Council of Churches 
has released a summary of ‘encouraging aspects' and ‘disturbing features' in 
the 1988 awards it arranged. 


Last year saw the highest-ever number of scholarships (316), the largest-—ever 
percentage going to women (41), an increase in the number going to Orthodox 
(30), and an increase in the number of recipients studying in Africa (40 in 8 
countries), East Europe (9 in 2), and Latin America (26 in ) 


On the other hand, with the scholarships committee 'keen to see scholarships 
as long-term investments in those who have many years to serve,' the number of 
applications on behalf of ‘comparatively old candidates' is ‘disturbing.' 


And though the number of countries - 93 - repeats the record of 1987, there 
are about 30 countries in which the program operates which received no awards 
in 1988. Regular absentees in recent years include Central African Republic, 
Congo, Gabon, Gambia, Cyprus, Jordan, Turkey, Bahamas, Belize, Guyana, Puerto 
Rico, Suriname, Ecuador, Guatemala, Panama, Venezuela, Cook Islands, Niue 
Islands, Ponape, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, and Singapore. 


Among committee priorities is increasing from one third to two thirds the 
REE of awards for studies in developing countries, and its new program 
of "South-South, practice-oriented, short-term awards.' 


Very roughly, the value in money and kind of an average scholarship for an 
academic year is about 10 000 US dollars. A copy of the full report is 
available from the WCC Scholarships Office, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
SOUTH AFRICA: TUTUS, BOESAKS AMONG HUNDREDS ARRESTED, RELEASED BEFORE ELECTIONS 


EPS 89.09.54 ::: Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak, and their wives Leah and Dorothy 
were among hundreds of people arrested in various demonstrations against 
apartheid in the week before the South African elections (6 September), in 
which the majority of the South African population was not allowed to vote. 


Most people, including the Tutus and Boesaks, were released shortly after 
their arrests. In some cases, police used whips, teargas, and water cannon to 
break up marches. 


Boesak was arrested as one of the leaders of a march (1 September) from the 
Anglican cathedral in Cape Town. The Tutus and 36 others were arrested later 
in the day as they walked toward police headquarters to protest after 
receiving reports that church people were beaten by police breaking up the 
earlier march. 


Earlier that day, Tutu issued a strong statement protesting a police raid on 
the house and offices of Richard Kraft, the Anglican bishop for Pretoria, in a 
search for documents related to a campaign to integrate whites-only buses. 


Tutu called the raid a ‘persecution of the church,' and said it is 'scandalous 
that the police can raid the home and office of a bishop of a church in a 
country that claims to be Christian.' 


Winston Ndungane, the priest who is chief executive officer of the [Angtican] 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa, called the arrest of the archbishop 
‘a further indication that the authorities will use whatever means possible to 
prevent a man of peace going about his work.' 


In another incident, about 200 women were arrested as they tried to march to 
the embassy of the United Kingdom, which is on the grounds of South African 
parliament, to present an appeal to UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher on 
behalf of black children detained for security offences. 


Leah Tutu and Dorothy Boesak were among those arrested then and later released. 


Two days before the election, Desmond Tutu and Allan Boesak were again briefly 
arrested in connection with separate anti-election activities centred on the 
Anglican cathedral and a major Methodist church in Cape Town. 


Tutu said the police action involving the cathedral required reconsecration of 
the building; he planned to lead such a liturgy the day before the elections. 


Police spokesman Leon Mellet said police were ‘prepared to come down 
mercilessly and hard on anyone who wishes to disrupt the elections.' 


The non-government Human Rights Commission estimates that more than 1500 
demonstrators have been arrested, and 240 activists detained without charge 
since a new campaign of defiance against South African apartheid 
' (race-separation) laws began 2 August. 


Most of those arrested were subsequently released pending possible court 
action. A two-day general strike was being prepared for the eve and day of 
the elections, though such strikes are illegal under the three-year-old South 
African state of emergency. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
PAN AFRICAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S ASSEMBLY OFFERS MANY RECOMMENDATIONS 


EPS 89.09.55 ::: The first Pan-African Christian Women's Assembly (PACWA) 
met in Nairobi last month with more than 1000 delegates from 36 countries 
challenging governments and the church to take steps to promote the well being 
of women and children. 


Among their 30 recommendations, participants emphasized the need to lessen the 
workload of rural women in Africa, which often reaches 18 hours a day. They 
recommended government-guaranteed maternity leave of at least three months. 


They called on governments to train women, children, and female prisoners in 
various trades; outlaw child labour; and pursue peaceful resolutions of 
international conflicts so as to enable women and children to live in peace. 


PACWA recommended that the church establish pre-marital counselling centres, 
and support systems for battered and abused women and children, and that it 
discourage divorce, and condemn any form of witchcraft. 


Participants also addressed issues related to poverty, Aids, inheritance 
practices, and legal aid for women. 


The meeting was opened by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi. Its sessions 
included several musical presentations. 


Judy Mbugua, chair of the PACWA International Council, said it was an attempt 
to rectify the failure of the church to respond adequately to women's issues. 


She recalled that the idea for such a gathering surfaced during the Fifth 
General Assembly of the Association of Evangelicals of Africa and Madagascar 
(AEAM), in Lusaka (Zambia) in 1987. 


Among the speakers, a Nigerian doctor, Mary Dija Ogebe, rejected the view that 
help for the problems faced by African Christian women can be found in secular 
efforts for women's liberation. 


A magistrate from Madagascar, A. Rakoto, decried the increasing gap between 
poor and rich in Africa. 


She said some African women have been reduced to the level of animals in their 
basic struggle to find enough food, and she called for the recognition of the 
right to an equal distribution of wealth. 


"However,' she said, 'this is impossible in Africa's current social structure, 
where some people have given themselves to magic and evil practice.’ 


Esme Siribe said women have been discouraged from being evangelists by 
man-made traditions and misinterpretations of the Bible. 


She said some cause women to think little of themselves, and measure their 


worth as human beings in terms of their relationships to men. They also 
enforce the view that women are irresponsible. 


Prior to the Nairobi conference, women had held five regional assemblies for 
east, southern, central, anglophone west, and francophone west Africa. [EPS] 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Africa Church Information Service.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
TANZANIA: MUSLIM FUNDAMENTALISM WORRIES SOME CHRISTIANS 


EPS 89.09.56 ::: In a recent cabinet reshuffle, Tanzanian President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi appointed four new ministers of state in his office. The four 
are devout — some say fundamentalist - Muslims. 


A report of a confidential letter to Mwinyi from another minister of state in 
his office Essor Kighoma Ali Mali, has appeared in the Tanzanian press. It 
urges special efforts to favor Muslims in education, and charges that they 
were allowed to ‘decay academically' under Nyerere. Subsequently, at least 
four Christian directors in the education ministry were replaced by Muslims. 


In another recent development, supporters of the detained former chief 
minister of Zanzibar have reportedly formed an Islamic fundamentalist party, 
Bismillah (In the Name of God). 


Such developments have caused concern in some Christian circles. 


Mwinyi is a Muslim; his predecessor, Julius Nyerere, is a Christian. 
Religiously, the 24 million people in Tanzania fall into three groups roughly 
equal in size -— Muslims, Christians, and followers of traditional religions. 


During the last General Assembly (in Dodoma) of the Christian Council of 
Tanzania, one delegate said 'foreign-sponsored religious groups,' parlicularly 
Islamic organisations, are disrupting peace and harmony in Tanzania. 


He said Muslims are preparing for a '‘'jihad' (struggle) in Tanzania. He 
charged that about 6 million US dollars in money from Iran has been spent on 
the effort, which includes buying Bibles and then destroying them. 


Tanzanian Prime Minister and First Vice President Joseph Sinde Warioba spoke 
at the assembly. 'This country is envied all over the world for having rooted 
out tribalism and religious differences,’ he was told by Moravian Church 
Secretary Andre Kyomo. 


'This has led the country into peace which is now being threatened by 
influence from foreign religious groups. Is the government aware and taking 
precautions?' Kyomo asked. 


Replied Warioba: ‘The government is aware of everything, and it is not going 
to allow one religion to intimidate another. ' 


In public pronouncements, Mwinyi has repeatedly maintained a policy of 
official religious neutrality. 


Those who question his sincerity express concern about frequent visits by 
senior Muslim leaders to his private home in Dar es Salaam. 


Commenting on the Muslim-Christian relations in Tanzania, Nat lIadrous, a 
Tanzanian who executive secretary for church cooperation and interfaith 
relations at the All Africa Conference of Churches in Nairobi said there are 
fundamentalist groups among both Christians and Muslims in Tanzania. 


However, he said, many Muslims and Christians in Tanzania are committed to 
working together through dialogue, for example in joint efforts to establish a 
religion department at the University of Dar es Salaam. [EPS] 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Africa Church Information Service. ] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


ARLEGs 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: REVISED CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE FOR CHURCH PLANNED 

EPS 89.09.57 ¢:2°Viladimir Janku, who heads the church-affairs secretariat of 
the Czechoslovak’ government, told the international secretariat of the 
Christian Peace Conference in Prague that the new Czechoslovak constitution 
now being prepared will included revised language about the role of the 
church. Janku said Marxists and Christians in the country should live side by 
side in mutual tolerance. [EPS] 


ITALY: REFORMED-METHODIST SYNOD NOTES DECLINE IN MEMBERSHIP 

EPS 89.09.58 ::: The Waldensian [Reformed]—-Methodist Synod of Italy met at 
Torre Pellice (27 August-l1 September) with issues related to the steady 
decline in Italian Waldensian-Methodist membership among those getting major 
attention. The synod also highlighted ecumenical involvement, especially in 
view of plans for a joint assembly next year with the Evangelical Baptist 
Union of Italy. Difficulties with Roman Catholicism were also reviewed, 
including the case of a known Baptist given a funeral under Roman Catholic 
auspices, and the on-going debate over the hour a week available in state-run 
schools for the teaching of Roman Catholicism. The synod re-elected the heads 
of its two administrative bodies - Franco Giampiccoli, moderator of the Tavola 
Valdese, and Claudio Martelli, president of the Methodist Committee. [EPS] 


LUTHERAN WOMEN CONSULT 
EPS 89.09.59 ::: The Lutheran World Federation held a nine-day consultation 
in Mexico City for about 80 women from about 50 countries. It began 28 
August. Its theme and sub-themes were ‘Open Our Eyes to a New Vision, to a 
New Community, to New Responsibilities.' [EPS] 


NEW VATICAN DOCUMENT ON MEDIA PORNOGRAPHY, VIOLENCE 

EPS 89.09.60 ::: The Vatican Council for Social Communications has released 
a new document, ‘Pornography and Violence in the Communication Media.' Among 
other things, it especially criticizes willing participation in the production 
or dissemination of pornographic and/or violent material. It says the main 
cause of media pornography and violence is ‘pervasive moral permissiveness 
linked to a kind of despairing moral emptiness.' It also says the profit 
motive, false arguments for freedom of expression, and apathy on the part of 
the public, including religious workers, are among other causes. [EPS] 


TAIWAN: ECUMENICAL EFFORT TO EVANGELISE ABORIGINALS 
EPS 89.09.61 ::: An interdenominational committee has been formed to plan a 
stronger evangelism efforts among the aboriginal people of Taiwan, many of 
whom face rapid social changes. There are about 20 million people on Taiwan, 
with about 3 percent of them members of one of nine aboriginal tribes. The 
Christian part of the total population is also about 3 percent. [EPS] 


WCC'S CASTRO OFFERS SUPPORT FOR CHURCH IN MOZAMBIQUE PEACE EFFORT 

EPS 89.09.62 ::: In a letter to Mozambique church leaders and the Christian 
Council of Mozambique, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of 
Churches has offered assurance of 'the prayers of Christians worldwide for the 
success of your sacred mission' in helping negotiate peace between the 
government and anti-government forces [EPS 89.09.28]. ‘People of Mozambique 
have experienced more than enough suffering,' Castro wrote. ‘Their cry for 
peace has gone on for too long. May God bless your mission and use it to 
bring peace to the people of Mozambique.' Inviting any requests the church 
leaders might have for WCC assistance, Castro said ‘we stand in firm 
solidarity with your efforts.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: ‘Interfaith Overview #4 -— Hinduism' 


[On the agenda when the Dialogue Working Group of the World Council of 
Churches met in June in Casablanca (EPS 89.07.30) were reviews of Christian 
relations with several religions. VanElderen, editor of the WCC magazine One 
World, attended the meeting. Other items in this series appeared as EPS 
89.09.25,47,48,64.] 


EPS 89.09.63 ::: Hinduism is very ‘dialogical,' observed Wesley Ariarajah, 
WCC dialogue director. Historically, Hindus have 'never been afraid of the 
preaching of the gospel,' but they have also always understood themselves as 
‘the people of the land of India.' That openness has both positive and 
negative implications for Hindu-Christian dialogue. 


Hinduism is ‘a family of religions,' said Indian theologian Selvanayagam 
Israel, ‘and it has an extraordinary capacity to absorb contradictory 
features. There is a consistent effort on the Hindu side to simplify, to 
generalize, to cover up differences superficially.' 


From the Christian side, problems are created by forms of Christian mission 
which try to take advantage of Hindu openness. Though efforts by some Hindus 
have failed to repeal the constitutional right of Indians to change their 
religion, Ariarajah said, a serious crisis has been provoked by crusade-style 
Christian evangelism which seeks converts by speaking uncharitably about 
Hinduism. 


It is largely in theological schools and study centres that Christian-Hindu 
dialogue in India takes place, Israel noted. Young Christian students are 
being encouraged to do post-gradute study in Hinduism; and programmes for 
multireligious education by extension have been initiated. None of the major 
Indian denominations has a staff position for dialogue, he said. 


The easiest Hindu dialogue partners, said Ariarajah, are classically trained 
intellectual elites. But involvement in dialogue with them, he added, may 
obstruct ecumenical efforts to deal meaningfully with the problems of those 
people who continue to suffer oppression under the traditional caste system. 


Besides interreligious cooperation in nation-building, Israel said, an 
important priority for Hindu-Christian dialogue is working together for social 
change, ‘mobilizing religious resources for justice in a country where 55 per 
cent of the people live below the poverty line, and exploitation and 
corruption are mounting.' 


But that raises many difficulties, though there have been notable examples of 
cooperation — for example, the struggle of Christian and Hindu women against 
sati (the practice of a woman burning herself to death at the funeral of her 
husband). 


Christian charitable action may block social change, Israel said. 'Has Mother 
Teresa asked why people continue to be destitute on the streets of Calcutta?' 
he asked. At the same time, to go beyond charity and work for genuine social 
‘change will inevitably bring about trouble with the powers that be. 


In recent years, observed Diana Eck, professor of comparative religion and 
Indian studies at Harvard University, and moderator of the WCC Dialogue 
Working Group, Hindu-Christian dialogue outside India has expanded, with the 
growth of worldwide networks of Hindus, especially in large cities in the 
West. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: ‘Interfaith Overview #5 - Traditional' 


[On the agenda when the Dialogue Working Group of the World Council of 
Churches met in June in Casablanca (EPS 89.07.30) were reviews of Christian 
relations with several religions. VanElderen, editor of the WCC magazine One 
World, attended the meeting. Other items in this series appeared as EPS 


89.09.25,47,48,63] 


EPS 89.09.64 ::: Staff and financial restrictions have limited WCC 
involvement in dialogue with Traditional Religionists to three consultations 
in Africa (1973, 1978, 1986) and one in Canada (1987). Rose Zoé-Obianga, a 
teacher in Cameroon, and Malcolm Chun, 4a cultural advisor to the health 
department in the US state of Hawaii — accented the urgency of redressing such 


‘benign neglect’. 


Ghanaian theologian Kofi Asare Opoku said in a paper prepared for Casablanca 
that 'all religions deserve our serious attention because they provide for 
their adherents a source of truth which gives meaning and significance to 
their lives and at the same time represent an encounter between God and 
humankind. This encounter, as people in the different religious traditions 
experience it, tells us more about how God deals with women and men 
everywhere.' 


One particular feature of this dialogue is its close connection with the issue 
of how the gospel takes root in different cultures. Diana Eck, moderator of 
the WCC Dialogue Working Group and professor of comparative religion and 
Indian studies at Harvard University, noted that many Traditional Religionists 
also belong to the church. 


Neither ‘simple African believers' nor theologians can escape dialogue, Zoé- 
Obianga said, 'not only with experts in African Traditional Religion but also 
with their own culture, out of which these religions arise.' 


She described African Traditional Religion as ‘an expression of African 
identity', and said that when Christian missionaries came, ‘they opened up a 
gap, which is being maintained by some African Christian leaders today, 
between Christianity and this identity, leaving us perpetually uprooted’. 


Among obstacles to dialogue, she stressed language, noting that 90 percent of 
Africans speak neither English nor French. Any dialogue in depth with African 
Traditional Religions would have to be carried on in indigenous African 
languages, but whereas Traditionalists ‘know these languages to their roots 

. African Christian theologians have been uprooted by being obliged to speak 
English or French, which changes our categories of thinking.' 


Chun emphasized that Traditional Religionists 'speak out of the experience of 
life,' and said the church has failed to come to terms with the challenges of 
what they are saying. Pointing to the plight of indigenous people around the 
world, he faulted the church for being part of the problem. 


‘In Brazil,’ he said, 'the government and transnational corporations are 
killing indigenous people every day, but all the churches seem to be worried 
about is that they are cutting down trees in the rain forest.' 


Participants noted that dialogue with Traditional Religions is also dealt with 
elsewhere in the WCC, including its work on issues of gospel and culture, 


involvement in land-rights issues, and su 
t 
methods. [EPS] ’ ppor for traditional healing 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Peter Buburuz: 'A Soviet Priest's Election Platform' 


[Buburuz is rector of Trinity parish of the the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church in Kishinev (Soviet Moldavia). He was elected a Soviet People's Deputy 
last May. This item is excerpted from his pre-election platform as printed in 
the Information Bulletin of the Russian Orthodox Department for External 
Church Relations. ] 


EPS 89.09.65 ::: The church has always been with its people. ... The church 
has always stood for a spiritual renewal of the society. ... The church 
supports perestroika and restoration of the general human moral-ethical 
Standards in our society and the return to the origins of our conscience. ... 
As a son of the church and the fatherland, I come forward: 


(1) For the creation of such an atmosphere in society which would promote 
real freedom of soul and mind. A new law on freedom of conscience should 
play a great role in this respect. This process should go parallel with a 
process of making the real state governed by law in which the adopted law 
would be equally mandatory for all members of society irrespective of their 
rank and social status. 


(2) For the increase of the role of the church in social life through 
religious upbringing and education in order to facilitate the eradication of 
vices destructive for an individual and society such as_ corruption, 
favouritism, enmity, cupidity, avarice, pharisaism, lies, deception, 
drunkenness and others which we know only too well from our everyday life. 


(3) For the relief of the life of suffering, disabled, lonely and aged 
people, orphans, veterans of war, widows and all those hurt by their fate. 
While carrying for our fellow human beings, we shall manifest our love to our 
neighbours and fulfil the Gospel's commandment .... 


(4) For the preservation, renovation and restoration of the monuments of 
history and culture of the people. This is our spiritual heritage, and we 
should keep it properly and hand it over to posterity. The still-closed 
churches and monasteries should be returned to their real masters - the 
people, who might be poor materially while erecting them but who are rich 
spiritually. All objects of art of national cultures (ancient manuscripts, 
books, icons, winding-sheets, liturgical vessels) should be returned to their 
real creator and master. 


(5) For the restoration of the cultural-educational traditions of the 
Orthodox Church in Moldavia: new edition of the Bible and other church 
educational literature, publication of a church journal and church calendars 
in the Moldavian language, opening of the Theological Seminary in Kishinev, 
setting-up of a church archeological museum, a museum of old church books, as 
well as of an iconographical centre for studies in the traditions of 
icon-painting in Moldavia and for meeting the urgent needs of churches and 
believers, opening of Sunday or other schools for the teaching of religion. 


(6) For the purity of water, soil and atmosphere. ... (7) For peace all 
over the world, and not only in other countries, but also in our country, in 
our cities and villages, in our souls. ... 


(8) For the honouring of religious holidays as in all civilized countries; 
for two or three days of rest at Christmas and Easter so that people can put 
aside their everyday problems and spend these days with their families or 
visit their relatives, sick and elderly in particular. ... [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Veniamin Yefremov: "Soviet Church Diakonia' 


[Yefremov is a senior inspector with the Council for Religious Affairs of the 
Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union. This item appeared in the 30 July 
edition of the weekly Moscow News. The Soviet government daily Izvestiya 
reported on activities of believers, including an item and photos (14 July) on 
Baptist volunteers in a Leningrad hospital, and an interview (20 July) with a 
representative of YMCA Press in Paris. It publishes philosophical and 
religious works in Russian; till recently, it has been difficult to take its 
books into the Soviet Union.] 


EPS 89.09.66 ::: Charity has always been vital to the church. But until 
recently any acts of charity on its part were regarded almost as sedition. 
Only in perestroika have they become possible. 


Last year the religious associations of Moscow transferred to the Peace Fund 
more than 800 000 roubles; to the Lenin Children's Fund of the USSR about 180 
000 roubles, and to the rescue fund of victims of the earthquake in Armenia 
more than 420 000 roubles. 


In the second half of 1988 and in the first months of 1989, the churches of 
Moscow gave a total of over 20 000 roubles in aid to hospitals and boarding 
schools. 


Orthodox and other parishes in Moscow do not confine their charitable activity 
only to the work of believers in hospitals, old-age homes, and outpatient 
clinics, and to rendering them material aid. 


In agreement with the administration, they also participate in organizing the 
leisure of sick and aged people. 


For example, the parishioners of the Znamenskaya church in Aksinyino, who 
regularly visit the old-age home there, have organized a concert of church 
music for labour veterans who live there. 


The Orthodox parishes of Moscow give financial aid to 14 children's 
institutions. The parish of All Saints church in Sokol alone has spent over 
60 000 roubles for these purposes. 


It is common knowledge that in our country tens of thousands of single and 


aged veterans stand in queues to get a place in old-age homes and boarding 
houses. 


In this connection, I think the initiative of the parish of the Nikolo- 
Kuznetskaya church of Moskvoretsky District is of undoubted interest: to set 


up a home attached to the church for single and aged parishioners in need of 
care, 


For these aims the heads of the parish ask to return to the church the house 
adjoining it. 


The participation of parishioners in charitable missions is approved by the 
social security and public health bodies. 


pk so far not all the churches of the city participate with sufficient vigour 
n the noble work of charity. Apparently certain people are awaiting for 


some instructions from above. There is only one instruction in such work - 
the dictates of the heart. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Terry MacArthur: 'On Inclusive Language in Worship' 


[MacArthur is worship consultant for the World Council of Churches. These 
reflections were prompted by a workshop on inclusive language in worship, held 
12-22 June at the WCC Ecumenical Institute (Bossey).] 


EPS 89.09.67 ::: It does matter what we say when we pray and sing. Research 
demonstrates the strong correlation between language and action. Worship 
vocabulary needs to be carefully used so that the perception does not continue 
that God is male. 


One participant said 'Father' is not just a metaphor, but the name for God 
used by Jesus, and so it cannot be abandoned. Others would not dispute the 
use of 'Father' if non-male images are also used. 


Biblical language is steeped in patriarchy. Several lectionaries have been 
produced in English as inclusive paraphrases. The New Revised Standard 
Version is an attempt to translate more accurately, so that non-sex-specific 
references in the original are not translated into sex-specific English. The 
group which prepared NRSV also tried to discern if the biblical writers meant 
to address both women and men. If so, inclusive English words are used. 


Women in the Bible need to be given more visibility. Feminine biblical 
images for God are often ignored, such as the woman searching for the lost 
coin. Sometimes, titles given to paragraphs give a misleading view of the 
role of women in the biblical stories, and though the titles are not part of 
biblical texts, they are remembered more than the texts themselves. 


Since the Bible is so important in the life of the church, great care must be 
taken to make it as inclusive as possible within the confines of faithfully 
translating and transmitting a text produced by a patriarchal culture. 


The inclusive-language issue transcends English. In some languages, every 
noun has grammatical gender. In Chinese, the character for woman is based on 
a picture of a subservient woman kneeling. It is also used in compound 
characters for words with negative connotations. 


On the other hand, there are also languages in which pronouns are not gender 
specific. In some cultures, feminine names for God are commonly used in 
Christian worship. Still, it was pointed out that even in languages with 
genderless pronouns, male dominance is still often felt. For example, 
children asked to draw pictures of God still tend to draw a male being. 


Though inclusive language is important, it alone does not solve inclusiveness 
questions. Languages keep changing. Terms introduced to deal with some 
issues -— 'chairperson' and 'ms.' for example - are now sometimes used in ways 
which work against what the introducers intended. 


Inclusive practices must go beyond words. Having women, children, youth, and 
persons of different cultures and races in leadership roles in worship helps 
break barriers. The ordination of women, though difficult for many traditions, 
‘is one attempt to open the central actions of the liturgy to all of humanity. 


Worship spaces need to be examined so that the whole people of God are 
included with an emphasis on participation rather than observation. Art 
needs to portray the variety of God's people. This broader approach will then 
give reality to language which is inclusive. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUTEXT: 'Latin American Ecumenical Guidelines on Tropical Rain Forests' 


EPS 89.09.68 ::: 1) ... God is the creator of the planet earth and has given 
human beings the reponsibility of looking after its natural and cultural 
resources, to improve their quality of life as history goes on. 


2) Because of ... sin creation suffers from imbalances which do violence to 
life in general. This is happening more and more in our day because of the 
wrong use of scientific and technological knowledge and the unlimited ambition 
of some economic sectors of society. 


3) The redemptive work of Jesus Christ in its social dimension envisages a 
harmonious, balanced relationship between the natural environment and human 
beings — a task neglected by the church, which has neither let its voice be 
heard in condemning the assaults committed daily on the environment, nor given 
guidelines so that believers as members of society may suggest changes for the 
benefit of the deprived. 


4) As Latin Americans we are aware of the urgent need to establish strategies 
for conservation and sustained development. We know in fact that our lives 
depend on the environment and its resources. 


Against the threats to life we must therefore develop the federative ideals of 
Marti, Bolivar, San Martin, and Morazan, using conservation strategies for 
sustained regional development coordinated with national and local strategies. 


5) We therefore appeal to governments, and to governmental and non- 
governmental organizations, private firms, political parties, churches and the 
community in general to recognize the environmental problems which are doing 
violence to the quality of human life and are hastening the irreversible 
destruction of the planet, and to take appropriate action. 


6) We strongly recommend that environmental education be included throughout 
formal or primary education and that at the same time non-formal, informal and 
community educational processes be stepped up so that present and future 


generations may learn and benefit from the proper handling of natural 
resources. 


7) We think it is of the greatest importance that environmental problems 
should be solved through participatory, inter-disciplinary work. This means a 
community presence in decision-making alongside those who deal with technical 
and scientific criteria and make governmental and political decisions. 


8) We must therefore take more notice of successful results in our countries 
as to crop-growing, appropriate technologies and the rich indigenous tradition 
in farming and health care which certain communities have preserved. 


These results could well serve as models for other communities and be a basis 


for sustained development, backed by recent scientific and technological 
advances. 


9) What has been said above really means that the approach to _ local 
communities must be made in terms of their identity, values, traditions, 


technological skills and capacity to take their own decisions as to the kind 
of development desired. ... [EPS] 


[The statement was released by participants in the ecumenical Tropical Forest 
Workshop in Quito (Ecuador), 17-23 July 1989.] 
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SHOPTALK (56/33) 


EPS format changes: As we prepare to send EPS electronically as well as by 
post (more details in October), we have had to make some format changes. Your 


comments/suggestions are welcome. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a church-backed 
effort to bring ‘news from Africa's last colony'. Among its recent offerings 
is a compilation of ‘essential documents’ since 1976 in connection with the 
UN independence plan for Namibia. Cost is 53 UK pounds for non-profit and 
non-governmental organisations, 78 for others. 


A copy of the Christian Conference of Asia Programme and Budget for 1989 is 
available from the CCA Communications Office, 57 Peking Road 4F, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 


A report (in French) by Muriel Julliard, from the staff of the World Council 
of Churches, on her participation in the ‘Chain of Hope: Maria Cristina Gomez' 
(EPS 89.05.38; 08.76) is available from EPS. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 is a summary of WCC 
interchurch aid work in Armenia since the earthquake there last December. 


The WCC 1990 Resource Sharing Book, listing programs, projects, and services 
in need of support is available from the WCC Secretariat for Ecumenical 
Sharing of Resources, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Stories Make People: Examples of Theological Work in Community, compiled by 
Sam Amirtham. It costs 9.90 Swiss francs, 5.95 US dollars, or 3.95 UK pounds. 


Breakthrough: The Emergence of the Ecumenical Tradition, by Robert 
Bilheimer. It costs 27.50 Swiss francs, 17.95 US dollars, or 10.90 UK pounds. 


The New Faith-Science Debate: Probing Cosmology, Technology, and Theology, 
edited by John Mangum. It costs 17.50 Swiss francs, 9.95 US dollars, or 6.75 
UK pounds. 


Come Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation (six Bible studies for the WCC 


Seventh Assembly in February 1991). It costs 7.90 Swiss francs, 4.95 US 
dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. 


EPS appears almost weekly (46 times a year). This EPS was printed 12 
September. Upcoming EPS copy deadlines (8h00 GMI in each case) are 
Wednesday, 27 September; Tuesday, 3 October; and subsequent Mondays. 


Each EPS item has a three-number code. For example, item 89.10.11 is the 
lith item to appear in October 1989. EPS faxes headlines on request. We 
pay for that. Then you can ask (and pay) for faxing items. 


EPS costs 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 69.50 New 
Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 52.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US 


dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 275 Indian 
rupees a year. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
GHANA: CONCERN ABOUT GOVERNMENT CURBS ON RELIGIOUS GROUPS (by G.B.K. Owusu) 


EPS 89.09.69 ::: The government of Ghana has ordered a freeze on activities 
and closed meeting places of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
(Mormons) and Jehovah's Witnesses Two other groups, the Nyame Smompa Church 
of Ekwankrom, and the Church of Jesus Christ of Dzorwulu were also disbanded. 


Residence permits of expatriate staff of the first two groups were revoked; 
staff have left Ghana. The government statement said that despite repeated 
warnings, the Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses continued to act in ways which 
undermined Ghanaian sovereignty and were not conducive to public order. 


Meanwhile, the Religious Bodies Registration Law 1989 has been signed by 
Chairman J.J. Rawlings of the ruling Provisional National Defence Council. 
Among other things, the law provides for the registration of all religious 
bodies and the filing of their constitutions and annual accounts. 


It says every religious body must have a board of trustees, and no 
registration certificate will be issued unless the National Commission for 
Culture is satisfied its trustees and governing body have been validly 
appointed. Assets of religious bodies not in compliance are to be confiscated. 


The law also provides that no one can use the title pastor ‘or any other title 
connoting an official leader of a religious body unless he belongs to a 
registered body and is qualified under the constitution of that body to be so 
designated, or holds a qualification for such title conferred' by an 
officially recognized ‘institution for religious studies and training.' The 
penalty for violating that provision is a fine of up to 100 000 Ghanaian cedi 
and/or a prison term of up to three months. 


The Christian council (CCG), Pentecostal association (GPA), and conference of 
Roman Catholic bishops have all expressed concern about the new law. 


At a joint emergency meeting, representatives of both CCG and PA appealed to 
the government to be especially careful in dealing with religious matters. 
"Since our relationship with the government has been cordial, we expected that 
at least bona fide and recognized religious bodies would be invited to discuss 
this issue,' they said. 'Our relationship with the government has been cordial 
and we have on many occasions been consulted on matters concerning national 
interest. We are not ... against the registration per se but the modalities.' 


CCG and GPA said that as their members are already registered, they should not 
have to register again, and added that the mushrooming number of dangerous 
sects whose leaders commit various crimes can be dealt with by other laws. 
"We have no fears about the registration but we think it is not in the 
interest of freedom of worship,' they observed. They urged that the 
three-month registration deadline be extended to five, and that it be on a 
national, rather than a congregational level. 


After their annual meeting, the Roman Catholic bishops cautioned that the 
action of the government with regard to sects, ‘though well timed, ... 
endangers all religious groups, as it has set a precedent which might be used 
to proscribe all forms of religious expression in the future.' 


Commenting, the Ghana Christian Messenger newspaper said Christians should not 
be unduly alarmed since the aim of the law is to check excesses and abuses; it 
is 'a bold attempt to streamline and reorganize all religious bodies.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
OLD CATHOLICS MARK 100 YEARS OF UNION OF UTRECHT 


EPS 89.09.70 ::: Old Catholicism, one of the smaller Christian communions in 
the world, marked the 100th anniversary of its formal organization this month 
with major festivities (22-24 September) in Utrecht (Netherlands). 


The Old Catholic Union of Utrecht groups dioceses in the Netherlands, FRG 
(West Germany), Austria, Switzerland, USA, Canada, and Poland. There are also 
Old Catholic communities in Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, France, Italy, 
Belgium, GDR (East Germany), and Sweden. 


Worldwide Old Catholic population is roughly 500 000. The 4.5 million-member 
Philippine Independent Church is 0ld Catholic in orientation, but not a member 
of the Union of Utrecht. 


Three streams have flowed into what is now Old Catholicism - a split in Dutch 
Catholicism in the early 1700s; ‘national Catholicism' in Switzerland, 
Germany, and what was then Austria-Hungary, and resistance there to the 1870 
declaration of papal infallibility; and a split in Catholicism in North 
America at the end of the 19th century, involving chiefly ethnic Poles. 


On 24 September 1889, Old Catholic bishops from the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Germany, and Austria-Hungary formally began the Union of Utrecht by signing a 
declaration of their allegiance to what they described as the faith and order 
of the undivided church as handed down in the creeds and dogmatic decisions of 
ecumenical councils of the first 10 centuries. 


They began with a motto taken from the fifth-century theologian Vincent of 
Lérins: ‘Let us hold that faith which has been believed everywhere, always, 
by all. For that is truly and in the strictest sense Catholic.' 


Under the terms of the 1931 Bonn Agreement, there is full communion between 
most of Old Catholicism and most of Anglicanism, although in the 1970s the 
Polish National Catholic Church of North America ended that relationship with 
the [US-based] Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church of Canada because they 
have ordained women as priests. 


In Old Catholicism, women have been ordained deacons, but not priests, 
although the Catholic Diocese of the Old Catholics in Germany went on record 
this year in favor of such ordinations. 


Earlier, that diocese established a relationship of eucharistic sharing with 
the Evangelical (United, Lutheran, and Reformed) lLandeskirchen (regional 


churches) in the two Germanys. That decision has been strongly criticized in 
some other parts of Old Catholicism. 


Besides with Anglicanism, Old Catholicism has also had extensive dialogue with 
Eastern Orthodoxy. In recent years, theologians from those two traditions 
have announced full agreement on main theological issues, which some think 
could lead the way to full communion between them. 


The Eastern Orthodox co-chair of the dialogue, Metropolitan Damaskinos of 
Switzerland, was the main ecumenical speaker scheduled in Utrecht. Other 
events held in connection with the anniversary, included an international 
conference of theologians, a seminar for women, and a youth gathering. 


The 25th International Old Cat 


holic Congress is sched 
August (27-31). [EPS] & cheduled for Geneva next 


Ecumenical Press Service 
PERU: CHURCH IN LEADING ROLE RESPONDING TO CRISIS 


EPS 89.09.71 ::: Faced with a situation of increasing violence, a severe 
economic crisis and public services disrupted by strikes, the Roman Catholic 
Church in Peru has assumed a leading role in treating the ills of society. 


In recent months, about half the Roman Catholic dioceses have created specific 
projects to help the poor survive. Many of these people live in areas plagued 
by the violence of the ongoing war between the military and guerrilla groups. 


Most of the projects supply food or medical attention and work to insure human 
rights. According to church spokespersons, social action cannot be limited to 
food distribution, but must also involve itself in the defense of life. 


Human rights violations are ‘a daily occurrence,' says Héctor Rodriguez, of 
the Peruvian Association of Missionaries. He works in the jungle city of 
Pucallpa. There the church has set up a team of human-rights advocates. 


Explaining the church initiative, Laura Vargas, secretary of CEAS, the Roman 
Catholic social action commission, calls for an attitude to help 'plan the 
future of a country where everyone can live with dignity, justice and peace.' 


Ana Medina, on the archdiocesan social-action staff in the turbulent 
department of Ayacucho, says its main work includes ‘social promotion," help 
for families of prisoners or of people who have disappeared under suspicious 
circumstances, plus nutrition issues and other health problems affecting 
indigenous people in the southern Andes. 


In the southeastern diocese of Puno, the work is concentrated around the issue 
of land. Luis Delgado, a member of the diocesan Vicariate of Solidarity, says 
"the defense of life also includes the right that campesino organizations have 
to land. In defending campesino organizations and land, we are defending 
their lives, their interests.’ 


In some especially conflictive regions near the Bolivian border, the church 
has placed particular emphasis on defending the legal rights of campesinos. It 
has sponsored educational courses in various villages for campesino leaders, 
professors and representatives of popular organizations. 


Meanwhile, in Lima, the church has opened its doors to patients shut out of 
hospitals by a three-month doctors' strike. The doctors are using the parishes 
as clinics to serve those needing medical attention. Juan Cardinal Landazuri, 
the Roman Catholic archbishop of Lima, says he wants a solution ‘as quickly as 
possible for the good of those who are sick.' 


Church representatives have also been speaking out against injustice. At a 
eucharist marking the anniversary of Peruvian independence (28 July), Felipe 
McGregor, a Jesuit who is president of the Peruvian Association of Studies and 
Investigations for Peace, said that in Peru human rights are constantly abused. 


Among those attending the liturgy were President Alan Garcia, high military 
officials, government functionaries, and diplomats. ‘For many, people have no 
value,' McGregor said. 'You cannot ask people to love Peru if they are hungry, 
sick, unprotected by society or the state, and simply forgotten.' [EPS] 


[This item is adapted from reporting by Sally Burch for  Lima-based 
Latinamerica Press. Of the 21.3 million people in Peru, more than 90 percent 
are counted as Roman Catholics.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ARGENTINA: PROPOSED 'MASS OF RECONCILIATION' PROVES CONTROVERSIAL 


EPS 89.09.72 ::: A controversial ‘mass of reconciliation’ supported by the 
Montoneros, a guerrilla group active in the 1970s, was cancelled by the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy after it became part of the debate about a possible amnesty 
for military leaders convicted of human-rights crimes. But debate about the 
mass and amnesty-linked reconciliation continues in Argentina. 


Earlier this year, a Montonero document was left with Bishop Emilio Ognénovich 
of Mercedes, known for conservative and pro-military views. It indicated 
Montonero willingness to attend a mass with military officers who took part in 
the 'war against subversion' during the 1976-83 period of military rule. The 
Montoneros also proposed an agreement to renounce ‘arms and guerrilla warfare 
as substitutes for the democratic process in settling political differences.' 
Ognénovich released the text shortly after the May elections. 


Support for the idea comes from various sectors of society. Leaders of the 
1976-83 military dictatorship saw the possibility of a social pardon for those 
convicted of human-rights crimes. Montoneros and their supporters saw a 
possible commutation of the 30-year prison term against Mario Firmenich, once 
the top Montoneros leader. Top business leaders came out in favour of 
amnesty-linked reconciliation. Government representatives and the media kept 
coming back to the issue. Argentine President Carlos Menem seemed favorable. 


So, when the Roman Catholic bishops in Argentina met in the middle of last 
month, the mass was a central item on their agenda. But after a subsequent 
meeting with Menem, Ratl Cardinal Primatesta, archbishop of Cdérdoba and 
president of the conference of bishops, announced the time was not opportune 
for the mass. 'This situation of contrary opinions, of quarreling and 
squabbling regarding the motive of the ... mass ... indicates ... it is better 
to pray in another manner,' he said. He urged a ‘spirit of prayer to ask for 
pardon and serious repentance,' and asked Argentine Christians to seriously 
examine how they might ‘create a spirit of reconciliation in Argentina.’ 


But the mass and amnesty-linked reconciliation continue to be debated. Menem 
has said the issue will be finally decided before the end of the year. (On 10 
December, members of the national legislature elected last May take their 
seats, at which point his Partido Justicialista will have a majority in both 
the Senate and House of Deputies.) Some military chiefs have spoken of 
Christmas as a time for ‘reconciliation’ with Argentine society. 


There is talk of a presidential pardon or commutation of sentences which would 
cover the convicted members of the military who governed Argentina in the 
1976-83 period, as well as those still facing trial or sentencing. Some say 


this pardon ought to include all civilian and military personnel implicated in 
the army rebellions in 1987 and 1988. 


Human-rights organizations continue to campaign against amnesty. Eight of 


them have asked for an urgent meeting with Menem. According to the new 
Methodist bishop for Argentina, Aldo Etchegoyen, a member of the executive 
committee of the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights (APDH), his organization 
has been requesting such a meeting since Menem took office. But so far, it 
keeps being postponed, though Menem is also a member of the APDH Executive 
Council (as are several other Argentine politicians). [EPS] 


[This item is abridged and ada 


7 pted from an article in Lima-—based Latinamerica 


ress (31 August) by Buenos Aires journalist Dafne Sabanes de Plou.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EMBARGO :: NOT TO BE USED BEFORE NOON GMT 22 SEPTEMBER .- fMBARGO 
US$ 635 000 IN ECUMENICAL GRANTS TO COMBAT RACISM 


EPS 89.09.73 : 
groups worth a 
Racism. 


: The World Council of Churches has announced grants to 59 
total of 635 000 US dollars from its Special Fund to Combat 


The bulk of the money — 352 000 - goes to four groups fighting white-minority 
rule in South Africa and neighboring Namibia - the African National Congress 
(100 000), Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (67 000), South African Congress 
of Trade Unions (20 000), ,and Swapo (165 000). All have received WCC 
anti-racism grants before. 


The rest of the money goes to groups in 14 countries. Twenty-nine groups are 
receiving special-fund money for the first time. 


The first grants from the fund were made in 1970. Including those for this 
year, the total amount granted so far is 8.716 million US dollars, an average 
of 435 800 a year. Total grants were 400 000 in 1986, 539 000 in 1987, and 
635 000 last year. 


Grant criteria [EPS 85.09.65] specify that the money is for ‘humanitarian 
activities' of organizations with purposes ‘not ... in conflict with the 
general purposes of the WCC.' Grants are ‘without control of the manner in 
which they are spent.' 


Money for the fund comes from designated contributions by WCC members, 
individual congregations, ecumenical councils, church agencies, anti-racism 
groups, and governments. Grants roughly equal yearly contributions to the 
fund. Those for this year were approved by the WCC Executive Committee in 
July. They were announced 22 September. 


First-time grant recipients (with grants in US dollars in parentheses) are the 
the Pilbara Aboriginal Language Centre (6000), Australia; Te Runanga o Ngai 
Tamarawaho (6000), Waitangi Action Committee (6000), Program on Racism of the 
Conference of Churches of Aotearoa (5000), New Zealand. 


Also, KOMKAR (Federation of the Workers Associations from Kurdistan, 6500), 
'No Money for Apartheid' Working Group (2000), FRG (West Germany); FETRANI 
(Federation of Immigrant Workers from Black Africa, 6000), France; Shipping 
Research Bureau (5000), Netherlands; South African Boycott Action (2500), 
Switzerland. 


Also, Association of Black Clergy (5000), Evangelical Christians for Racial 
Justice (6500), Federation of Black Housing Organisations (6500), Scottish 
Asian Action Committee (5000), West Midlands Anti-Deportation Campaign (2000), 
United Kingdom. 


Also, CECUNE (Ecumenical Centre for Black Culture, 3500), Grupo Grito de 
Leberdade (3500), COMAFRICA (Committee for Solidarity with the People of South 
Africa and Namibia (5000), Brazil; COPA (Coordinating Group for Pastoral 
Work with Indigenous People, 6500), Costa Rica. 


Also, Indigenous Survival International (6000), Tsawout Band (5000), Canada; 
Black Hills Sioux Nation Treaty Council (6500), Puerto Rican Council Against 
Racism (10 500), Legal Defense Fund Inc. (5000), Robeson County Black Caucus 
(6500), Sandy Chavis Defense Fund (6500), Caniccor Research (5000), 
International Campaign to Free Geronimo Pratt (5000), Lutheran Human Relations 
Association (4000), National Interreligious Coalition on Civil Rights (5000), 
United States. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


NAMIBIA: CHURCH REPS WARN ON INDEPENDENCE PROBLEMS 

EPS 89.09.74 ::: According to the CIMS, an ecumenical Namibian effort to 
monitor the independence process for the country, major problems may interfere 
with free and fair elections. CIMS reports cases of intimidation on the part 
of South African authorities, who remain in charge of the country. It also 
reports restrictions by some farm owners on political campaiging, and 
widespread errors and irregularities in voter registration of voters. These 
could invalidate some registrations on polling day, 6 November. [EPS] 


HUNGARY: ECUMENICAL EFFORT IN CAMPS FOR GDR REFUGEES 

EPS 89.09.75 ::: The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary organized 
worship in camps where thousands of people from the GDR (East Germany) had 
assembled before they were allowed to cross. legally into Austria (1l 
September). At the first such service, two children were baptised. Four 
Hungarian pastors - Lutheran, Reformed, and Methodist - visited the camps 
regularly to offer pastoral care and spiritual support. Many people in the 
camps have had little or no contact with the church in the GDR, where about 
half the people are at least nominally Christian, most in United or Lutheran 
Landeskirchen (regional churches). [EPS] 


ETHIOPIA: WIFE OF FORMER CHURCH OFFICIAL RELEASED 

EPS 89.09.76 ::: Tsehai Tolessa, wife of Gudina Tumsa, the former general 
secretary of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus, was 
among more than 900 prisoners released by the Ethiopian authorities this month 
(2 September). She was arrested in Addis Ababa in February 1980, seven months 
after her husband was kidnapped by several unidentified people. Since then, 
she has been held without charge. There has been no official confirmation of 
the fate of her husband. In a message to Tsehai Tolessa, General Secretary 
Gunnar Staalsett said the two ‘have been for us all a sign of courage and 
faith. Our churches continue the vigil for our brother Gudina, remembering 
him in prayer and interceding on his behalf.' [EPS] 


NETHERLANDS: FIRST KERKENDAG FOCUES ON JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION 
EPS 89.09.77 ::: Under the auspices of the Council of Churches in the 
Netherlands, the first Dutch Kerkendag (church congress) was set for Utecht 
this month (16 September). Several thousand people were expected. Focus of 


the gathering were issues related to justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. [EPS] 


BRAZIL: TWO SEMINARIES ASSOCIATED WITH HELDER CAMARA CLOSED 
EPS 89.09.78 ::: The Vatican has confirmed reports that two seminaries in 
Recife (Brazil) founded by the retired archbishop Helder Camara are to be 
closed, on grounds they are too small. According to a report from the Swiss 


church news agency APIC, the two are associated with the ‘wing of the 
Brazilian church described as progressive.' [EPS] 


ANGLICAN-ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMISSION: 'SERIOUS DIFFERENCES ON ORDINATION’ 
EPS 89.09.79 ::: The 24-member ARCIC-II (the Second Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission) has ‘serious differences that have arisen’ since 
some parts of Anglicanism have ordained women as priests and bishops. The 
group held its seventh plenary meeting in Venice (28 August-6 September). 
According to their press release, participants spent most of their time 
reviewing and revising a draft statement on ‘church and communion.’ That text 
is expected to be finished at the next ARCIC-II meeting, at Gort Muire (near 
Dublin), 28 August-6 September 1990. Also on the agenda in Venice was a draft 
document on moral issues. Together with a study of authority in the church, 


they are expected to be the main ARCIC concern once the paper on church and 
communion is completed. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUTEXT: ‘Proposed Religious Liberty Convention - WCC Testimony' 


EPS 89.09.80 ::: ... Intolerance based on religion and belief continues to 
lead to the violation of many other universally-accepted rights. 


Intolerance based on religion and belief cannot be treated in isolation; the 
right to religious liberty is inseparable from other fundamental human 
rights; religious faith or commitment cannot and must not be used to justify 
the violation of the basic rights of others. 


While a convention on religious liberty may prove useful and therefore is 
welcome, the difficulties in the drafting and ratification of such a 
convention should not be underestimated. Very careful preparation is needed. 


In the interim it is essential to stress the implementation of and adherence 
to existing international standards, in particular the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights. ... 


Because of the inseparability of religious liberty from other human rights, 
and because of the nature and scope of religious expression in the world, we 
feel that every effort should be put into strengthening the implementation 
mechanisms of the Declaration of the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance 
and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, and of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 


We therefore welcome the past work of the special rapporteur, particularly the 
emphasis laid on a discussion of how '‘'various practical manifestations of 
religion or belief continue to be penalised', and how other human rights are 
violated as a result of ‘intolerance and discrimination in matters of religion 
or belief’. 


... Sound research and careful analysis ... [is needed to prepare for any such 
convention. As the WCC has previously observed,] ‘religious belief finds 
expression in many different social and political forms' and that 'conflicts 
between groups within societies, or between religious organizations and 
governments over the parameter around the expression of religious belief, 
might most usefully be explored through dialogue and consultation.' 


The Human Rights Advisory Group of the World Council of Churches, meeting in 
June 1987 to consider issues around religious liberty, stated that ‘although 
there are some gaps and weaknesses, the present standards are considered 
adequate’. 


In addition, while expressing interest in a proposed convention, the Advisory 
Group stressed the primacy of education, dialogue, mediation, and 
reconciliation. 


Clearly a number of issues need to be thought through before work is begun on 
a convention on religious liberty. ... [EPS] 


[This is excerpted from an oral intervention on behalf of the World Council of 
‘Churches to the 41st Session of UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. The sub-commission met in Geneva 
in August and September.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Testimony on the Philippines to UN Group’ 


EPS 89.09.81 ::: ... [The call by Philippines President Corazon Aquino] for 
total war [against the National Democratic Front] has meant for’ the 
Philippines unprecedented and massive military operations in many parts of the 


country - worse than in the time of [ousted President Ferdinand] Marcos .... 


These operations have directly affected more than 200 000 people in 1988 
alone, and more than 250 000 in the first six months of 1989. This 
translates into the deaths in evacuation centres of hundreds of children, and 
incalculable hardships and difficulties for the wider population. 


The most troubling consequence of this policy of total war is the 
militarization of political debate within the Philippines. Political 
warlords continue to exercise powers in their respective areas; even members 
of congress have ordered the importation of guns to protect them. 


The military has launched a massive recruitment of Citizens Armed Forces 
Geographical Units (CAFGUS), who are simply a new version of the much-feared 
Civilian Home Defence Foces which operated during the Marcos dictatorship. 


Total war has also meant official government and military sponsorship of the 
recruitment, training and arming of vigilante groups such as the Alsa Masa in 
Davao City, which the government's own Presidential Committee on Human Rights 
found to have been violating human rights. 


Although national and international pressure prompted the president to order 
the dismantling of vigilante groups in July 1988, they continue to exist and 
to persistently violate basic human rights. 


Of even greater concern is the fomenting of what can only be described as 
anti-communist hysteria; involving not only the military, but also some 
foreign religious groups. In this climate, church and human rights groups 
that attempt to criticise the government and the military are accused of being 
communist or communist-inspired. Thus accused, organizations and individuals 
become the targets of ... vigilante, military and paramilitary groups. 


We come now to a particular case involving the United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines (UCCP), a member church of the World Council of Churches. Since 
11 November 1987, when the UCCP was listed as a ‘red front' or communist 
infiltrated group, members have been victims of harassment, arrest, and even 
murder. Between June 1988 and July 1989, 16 church leaders, including four 


pastors, have been killed by the military, paramilitary, vigilante and 
fanatical groups. 


The World Council of Churches has long held that insurgency and rebellion in 
many parts of the world are rooted in unjust social, political and economic 
structures, and not in the infiltration of societies by particular ideological 
forces. The report of the [UN] secretary general ... unequivocably makes the 
link between just development, peace, and human rights; and on the inevitable 


consequences of increasing military expenditures for human rights abuses both 
between and within states. ... [EPS] 


[This is excerpted from an oral intervention on behalf of the World Council of 
Churches to the 41st Session of the UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of 


Discrimation and Protection of Minorities. The sub-commission met in Geneva 
in August and September.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUTEXT: ‘Reflections on Tourism in Asia' 


[This is from 'final reflections' of the 55 participants in an ecumenical 
workshop on tourism and the mission of the church in Asia. They met in Sri 
Racha (Thailand) in July. The workshop was sponsored by the Federation of 
Asian [Roman Catholic] Bishops' Conferences, Christian Conference of Asia, and 
Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism. Participants came from Pakistan, 
India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea, Japan, Papua New Guinea, 
Australia, FRG (West Germany),! and Italy.] 


EPS 89.09.82 ::: ... [We protest] all attempts to degrade human persons to 
objects such as in racism, sexism, economic exploitation, and political 
domination. 


Women in our societies have suffered much discrimination and exploitation at 
the hands of men and of male-dominated cultures in general. ... We affirm and 
uphold the dignity of women and stand unequivocably opposed to any act of 
discrimination against them whether done in the name of religion, ideology, 
culture or of naked, male chauvinism. 


--. In many societies of the Third World, tourism has contributed to the 
expansion of prostitution. --. Prostitution is a symptom of a much deeper 
evil - the quest for power and domination of the weak and the poor by the rich 
and the powerful. Third World tourism reflects this fundamental evil as 
well. Therefore, we oppose forces and structures of tourism that coerce both 
men and women to treat sex as merely a commercial commodity. We are firmly 
committed to expose and root them out from our societies. 


--. We are convinced ... that the mystery that makes human persons into a 
people by giving them their sense of identity as a community ought to be 
fostered and not debased by consumerist and hedonistic values fomented by 
tourism. 


--. We are appalled at the irresponsible plunder and unscrupulous rape of 
God's creation in the name of tourism. This terrible damage inflicted upon 
nature mirrors the ugly state of our spiritual condition. 


-.. We recognise the potential of tourism to contribute to the enrichment of 
human life and community. The tourism which we welcome should be based on 
people's aspiration and decision. It should benefit the poor to improve their 
living conditions; it should contribute to the growth of our cultures and 
promote intercultural understanding; it should avoid sexual exploitation, 
economic domination, and environmental deterioration. 


Among the deep spiritual truths of our Asian religions is the revelation of 
profound compassion and a deliberate bias for the poor, the weak, and the 
oppressed. As Christians, we are impelled today by the Spirit of God to 
follow more closely than ever the path of Jesus of Nazareth, who identified 
himself with the poor and the oppressed, took up their cause, and by his death 
revealed the truth and justice of their cause. 


His resurrection is an eruption of God's justice and truth in history. We 
believe that those who truly hunger for God's truth and righteousness are 
infused with the same historical power that brought Jesus back from the 
grave. This is the faith we hold .... Through this faith, we attempt to 
subvert the evil structures of the powerful through a sincere and unfeigned 
identification with the struggles of the poor and the victims. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Raul Nicolau Gonsalves: 'A Bishop Critiques the Tourism Industry’ 


EPS 89.09.83 ::: ... The heavy influx of foreign tourists is influencing the 
socio-cultural identity of the local population by an alien lifestyle, in 
which nudism and free sex are becoming an accepted social norm. This is having 
a highly detrimental effect specially on our youth. ... Nudism has become a 
tourist attraction to ... domestic tourists ... from conservative rural India. 


... The hotel industry has given fillip to ... prostitution. ... Although 
drug abuse is a global phenomenon, the role of tourism in [it] ... cannot be 
ignored, specially as regards Goa. It is a fact that drug abuse among local 
youth is mainly prevalent in the tourist-infested coastal belt ... 


The lure of easy money that can come from the tourist trade has become a great 
temptation to many Goan families. These families have shifted their residence 
to small out houses or even huts, and have rented their relatively comfortable 
houses to foreign tourists. Money or material gain thus becomes often time 
the only value, the only criterion of life .... 


International tourism very often is instrumental in introducing a new culture, 
replacing the genuine human values of honesty, hard work, respect for the 
dignity of human persons and for the local culture, simplicity of life, 
natural bonds of family life, and deep religious faith. ... 


The role of money power in influencing official decision-making and in 
suppressing public resentment or sometimes even manipulating public opinion 
through its propaganda machinery is a factor to be reckoned with. 


The tourism industry ... competes with the needs of the local population in 
the use of scarce resources - water, electricity, essential commodities - 
resulting in the skyrocketing of prices. ... Too many luxury hotels along the 
beach line ... will result in defacing the natural beauty of the sea front. It 
will also make access to the beaches more restricted for the ordinary citizen. 


It places maximum demand on natural resources. In the opinion of a prominent 
architect, each five-star hotel consumes water enough to supply five Goan 
villages. A study in Malaysia about electric consumption shows that the 
energy consumed per 5-star tourist is equivalent to 36 times the average 
energy consumed by a domestic consumer. ... 
These hotel chains monopolize ancillary trades thereby getting or controlling 
all profits. Major profits go to the owners. ... Any economic benefits 
flowing from tourism - which obviously are not denied - are to be weighed 
against this background. 


.-- [Ecological ill effects are also serious.] Construction of resorts in 
certain coastal areas ..., after removing the sand-dunes, has apparently 
exposed the low-lying villages in this coastal area to serious danger of 
ecological disaster against which the dunes protected them. 


Large-scale destruction of natural tree cover to make room for vast hotel 
complexes is bound to create ecological disturbances that have not yet been 
foreseen. Discharge of sewage from a large number of hotels along the 
seafront into the sea is bound to pollute it in course of time, thus making it 
unfit for swimming, not to mention the destruction of sea life. ... [EPS] 


[This is excerpted from a pastoral letter. Gonsalves is Roman Catholic 
patriarch of the East Indies and archbishop of Goa and Damao.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Hans von Keler: 'Ethnic Germans Resettling in West Germany' 


EPS 89.09.84 ::: ... [Ethnic Germans in the East] have had to bear for much 
longer than many others the catastrophic consequences of World War II. ... 
Anyone who hears more about the extreme suffering of some ethnic German groups 
and individuals in the East will become more thoughtful and patient. ... 


Finding a spiritual home is particularly difficult for the resettlers from 
Russia. Ethnic German Protestants from Russia experienced church services 
there as the climax of Sunday, a celebration of fellowship. Long prayers are 
said ..., hymns are sung slowly, sermons are simple but impressive and 
emotional and delivered by lay preachers. Kneeling is taken for granted. 


In West Germany, by contrast, they experience the services as lacking warmth, 
with rather intellectual sermons oriented toward problems, and members of the 
congregations often behaving in a casual and not very reverent way. Hymns are 
sung fast, there is hardly any contact between the members of the congregation 
during the service, the prayers are short and about social issues, and 
many Protestant Christians do not consider participation in Sunday services an 
important part of church membership. 


--- In November 1988, the EKD Synod welcomed resettlers of German descent from 
Eastern European countries and wished them courage and patience ... derived 
from ... their Christian faith. Congregations ... were urged to welcome the 
resettlers as sisters and brothers. The synod emphasized the special human, 
historical, and legal obligations Germans have toward resettlers, although 
these obligations must not be fulfilled at the expense of granting protection 
to refugees and showing openness toward foreigners. ... 


The wide network of regional church social-services offices ... provides 
intensive care for the new arrivals ... In the reception camps ... special 
chaplaincy services have been set up. Attempts are also being made to offer 
pastoral counseling in the temporary hostels where the new citizens live for 
one or two years. In many deaneries and congregations, groups of helpers have 
been formed who accompany their new fellow citizens when they go shopping, 
increase their language skills by offering additional conversation, provide 
help with furnishing new flats, offer to help children with their school work, 
invite new arrivals to church services and accompany them there. 


Apart from the resettlers, tens of thousands of people arrive in the Federal 
Republic ... every year seeking political asylum, and millions of foreign 
workers have been living in what is a small country in geographical terms for 
many years now. 


Although there is no xenophobia in West Germany, let alone a rejection of new 
German citizens, it goes without saying that there is competition for jobs and 
accommodation (on average, each West German has 36 square meters within which 
to live). Worrying about one's own living standards can be coupled with 
indifference toward the fate and needs of other people. Finding new homés for 
over 12 million German expelled from other countries between 1945 and 1950 was 
not easy in West Germany devastated by the war. How can a church motivated by 
faith and love fail to face up to the present challenge? [EPS] 


[Von Keler is a retired Lutheran bishop. At the request of the EKD Council 
(which groups the Lutheran, Reformed, and United regional churches in West 
Germany (FRG) and Berlin/West) he is working on issues related to the influx 
of ethnic Germans from East-bloc countries into West Germany. The article 
appeared in longer form in the EKD Bulletin and Lutheran World Information. ] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


ECUVIEW/Philip Saliba: 'On Being Orthodox in America’ 


EPS 89.09.85 ::: .-- In 1950 ... in Damascus ... I wrote an article in one 
of the leading Syrian newspapers about some external forms in the church such 
as beards, cassocks, etc., etc. The reaction of the ecclesiastical 


authorities to my article was one of the reasons which prompted me to leave 
the Middle East for the New Wordthics wins 0 After my consecration to the 
episcopate in 1966, every time I traveled to the Middle East on church 
business, my own father would look at me, shake his head and say, ‘Are you 
really a bishop? Where is your beard?' ... I am now 58 years old and still do 
not know the significance of beards in the history of salvation. ... 


[Referring to the 50th anniversary last year of St Vladimir's, an Eastern 
Orthodox seminary just north of New York City, Saliba observed:] The basic 
goals of the seminary, which were the publication of theological books and the 
education of priests to serve our ethnic communities, have been well realized. 
The question now is, where do we go from here? Do we have a mission to 
America and are we prepared for this mission? Can Orthodoxy in America 
acquire an American expression to appeal to mainstream America? These are 
serious questions which challenge all of us. 


In 1985, writing about mission, [US Eastern Orthodox theologian] Father John 
Meyendorff said: ‘Is our liturgical life meaningful enough to be shared with 
newcomers? Or is it functionary only in terms of providing comfort and 
satisfaction to our present membership?' ... [These newcomers] are _ the 
millions of unchurched and churched Americans who are anxiously searching for 
oneness of faith, apostolicity, catholicity, holiness and meaning in 
religion. But, can we impose on ‘'‘newcomers' the cultural and religious 
expressions of the Middle East, Byzantium and Czarist Russia? 


Is it not time that we seriously re-examine some of our liturgical and 
theological expressions in the light of our experience on this continent? I am 
not speaking here about changing the fundamentals of our faith which ‘once and 
for all was delivered to the saints.’ I am just refering to certain 
liturgical and cultural expressions which are foreign to the American mind. ... 


I am talking about bringing America to Orthodoxy. The dilemma which we are 
facing is: To what kind of Orthodoxy do we want to bring America? Can we 
bring America to an Arabized, Hellenized or Russianized Orthodoxy? ... Is it 
possible that the life-giving Spirit, which is always vivifying the church, 
made her freeze at one point in history? 


If you look at some Byzantine icons of the Pantocrator, you would think that 
Christ is a Byzantine emperor. Do we want to impose this culture on America? 
Moreover, can we impose our Byzantine and Slavonic melodies, which are the 
product of other cultures, on America? It is time to stop romanticizing the 
past and listen to 'what the Spirit is saying to the Church'? ... 


We Orthodox must realize once and for all that we are on this continent to 
Stay, and that we should integrate our old cultures into the new cultural 
reality of this land. ... [And as] it is very difficult to bring America to a 
divided Orthodoxy and ... even more difficult for America to understand our 


jurisdictional problems we must put our own house in order [by uniting the 
multiple ethnic jurisdictions on the continent]. ... [EPS] 


[Saliba heads the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, 
part of the Damascus-—based Eastern Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch. This is 
part of his messsage to the archdiocesan convention earlier this year.] 
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SHOPTALK (56/34) 


The World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) has published a new manual, 
Training for Primary Health Care. 


EPS format changes: As we prepare to send EPS electronically as well as by 
post, we have had to make some format changes. Your comments/suggestions are 


welcome. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a church-backed 
effort to bring ‘news from Africa's last colony'. Among its recent offerings 
is a compilation of ‘essential documents' since 1976 in connection with the 
UN independence plan for Namibia. Cost is 53 UK pounds for non-profit and 
non-governmental organizations, 78 for others. 


Bishopscourt Update is a new publication from the office of Desmond Tutu, 
the Anglican archbishop for southern Africa (16 Bishopscourt Drive, Claremont, 
Cape 7700, South Africa). 


A copy of the Christian Conference of Asia Programme and Budget for 1989 is 
available from the CCA Communications Office, 57 Peking Road 4F, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 


A report (in French) by Muriel Julliard, from the staff of the World Council 
of Churches, on her participation in the 'Chain of Hope: Maria Cristina Gomez' 
(EPS 89.05.38; 08.76) is available from EPS, 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 is a situation report 
(#1, 18 September) on hunger in Argentina. 


The WCC 1990 Resource Sharing Book, listing programmes, projects, and 
services in need of support is available from the WCC Secretariat for 
Ecumenical Sharing of Resources, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Resisting the Threats 
to Life by Preman Niles (#41 in the Risk book series). It deals with aspects 


of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). Cost is 8.90 Swiss 
francs, 5.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


EPS appears almost weekly (45 times a year). This EPS was printed 29 September. 


EPS copy deadlines are Mondays at O08h00 GMT. 


Each EPS item has a three-number code. For example, item 89.10.11 is the 
lith item to appear in October 1989. 


EPS faxes headlines on request. We pay for that, Then you can ask (and 
pay) for faxing items. ‘ 


EPS costs 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 69.50 New 
Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 52.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US 


dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, or 275 Indian 
rupees a year. 


Ecumenical Press Service 


ASIANS MEET ON MISSION IN CONTEXT OF SUFFERING AND STRUGGLE 
(based on reporting by Stephen Webb) 


EPS 89.10.01 ::: About 200 people came to Cipanas (Indonesia, 21-27 
September) for a mission meeting sponsored by the Christian Conference of Asia. 


Conference theme was 'the Mission of God in the Context of the Suffering and 
Struggling Peoples of Asia'. Participants also worked in three sections on 
sub-themes: ‘Discerning Christ's Work Among People', ‘Seeing a Vision of a New 
Earth', and 'Called to be a Church of the People’. 


They included people from the 110 CCA member denominations and national 
ecumenical councils, other ecumenical bodies, and people of other faiths. 
Their programme included Bible study and worship - much of it innovative, 
participatory, and markedly Asian in setting and music. 


Participants applauded when Albert Poulet-Mathis of the Federation of Asian 
[Roman Catholic] Bishops Conferences said FABC and CCA must work more closely 
together to make Christian witness relevant in Asia. Conference moderator 
David Gill, general secretary of the Australian Council of Churches, observed 
that ‘an ecumenical body without Catholic involvement is defective’. 


One issue which got particular attention and discussion was the relationship 
of Christians (who are a small minority in most Asian countries) with people 
of other faiths. Other issues prompting some tension during discussions 
included revelation; evangelism; the role, nature, and meaning of Jesus 
Christ and his life and work; and the meaning of ‘the people of God'. 


One participant of another faith, Swami Agnivesh from New Delhi, called the 
debates about other faiths ‘birth pangs' of a new Christianity. The swami has 
Hindu roots but is reluctant to place himself within any religion. He is 
known for his work for the liberation of bonded labourers in India. He said 
those who join day-to-day struggles of bonded and landless labourers, small 
farmers, peasants, ethnic minorities, and women 'see what the real mission of 
God is’. 


Such marginalized people 'may not need us, but we need them', he said. ‘If we 
fail to understand their cries, we may become irrelevant, outmoded.' He called 
the meeting a sign ‘the search for truth has started. Christianity will ... 
come out of the structures, institutions, hierarchies, and stand with the 
people in their struggles', the swami predicted. 'That will be the glory of 
Christ.' He also urged that Christians dialogue with scientists, and with 
Marxists who have not made Marxism a dogmatic religion, on Asian life today. 


Buddhist monk Samitha Baddegama suggested that Christians are too preoccupied 
with conversion, rather than working with people of other faiths to build 
Asian societies of justice and equality. "Conversion can wait', he said. 
‘What is important is to live by the principles [of Christianity].' 


Korean theologian Kim Yong Bock said building solidarity with people of other 
faiths is an ‘absolutely theological matter of faith and confession. It is 
the basic foundation of the mission of God among the Asian peoples.' He said 
Christians are 'to communicate God's solidarity with the peoples in Asia - the 
story of Jesus Christ.' He said ecumenical commitment means overcoming the 
‘dichotomy of western Christianity and pagan Asia', and embracing ‘all the 
peoples of Asia with their different histories, cultures, and religions’. 


Andrew McGowan, an Australian Anglican priest who is a CCA president, said the 
church belongs to the spirit, not vice versa. [over] 


asia/2 


He warned against separating the presence of the Spirit in the church from the 
presence of the Spirit in creation. 'To refuse to see the Spirit active 
elsewhere is to deny the reality of God, and make the church itself into a 
god', he said, though 'this does not mean we see the Spirit in absolutely 
everything, and that we need no critical principle by which to discern.’ 


Indian Methodist Bishop S.K. Parmar called on the church to lose its 
self-righteous attitude. ‘We do not have a religion, we have a gospel’, he 
said, quoting E. Stanley Jones. ‘Religion enslaves, the gospel unites. 
Religion is the invention of man. The gospel is God's gift to all men.' 


Philippine theologian Feliciano Carino used the biblical account of Jesus 
expelling money changers from the temple to suggest that Jesus was no admirer 
of the spirit of capitalism, and saw as evil profit-making out of human and 
religious needs. 


Recalling the injunction of 16th-century church reformer Martin Luther against 
communing those who charge high interest on loans, Carino said that with 
nearly half of the Philippines national budget going to service its external 
debt, some people are making the poor there the objects of usury. 


Taiwanese theologian C.M. Kao urged the church to move forward with two feet - 
evangelistic ministry and social concern. 


Sri Lankan theologian D. Preman Niles told participants that ‘to confess the 
faith and resist the powers of evil are not two separate activities, but two 
facets of one and the same activity.' On that score, he said, the church in 
Asia is guilty not only of sins of ommission, but also of participation, for 
'we gain by the same structures we are called to comdemn'. 


Another Sri Lankan, Rienzi Perera, considered implications of the fact that 
most of those suffering in Asia are not Christians. 'To grant the ... premise 
that Christ is present among the suffering and struggling people of Asia is 
also to grant that they are in Christ and are therefore already being saved’, 
he said. Referring to the theological significance of other faiths, he 
suggested that the revelation of God is not confined to Jesus Christ, and that 
God acts to save apart from Christ. 


Hong Kong theologian Jane Chui included in her presentation, ‘Seeing a Vision 
of a New Earth', an evocation of the events earlier this year in China when 
the government cracked down on people calling for more democracy there. Bible 
study leader Kwok Pui-lan said the 'sacrifice of the students in Beijing 


teaches the church that God is active in the world, and Christians have to 
discern Christ's work among the people.’ 


Sudomo, a retired admiral who is government coordinating minister for 
political and security affairs in Indonesia, addressed the conference on its 
first day. He spoke of political, economic, and social progress in Indonesia, 
including tolerance of varying religious traditions. In a subsequent open 
forum, questioners raised such issues in Indonesia as political prisoners, 
prostitution and tourism, poverty, transnational corporations, Islamisation 
(most Indonesians are Muslims) and national development and security. 


One sub-group spotlighted needs and concerns of mentally— and physically- 
handicapped people. It urged the church in Asia to ‘invest' in people with 
disabilities by raising funds for education and to make church facilities more 


accessible to them. They also urged that the place where the conference was 
held be made more accessible. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
OLD CATHOLICS CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF THEIR UNION 


EPS 89.10.02 ::: Old Catholics and ecumenical guests from several countries 
filled a historic Reformed church in Utrecht (23 September) for a multi- 
lingual, incense-tinged festival eucharist marking the 100th anniversary of 
declaration of the union of their dioceses (24 September 1889). 


Presiding at the eucharist was Archbishop of Utrecht Antonius Jan Glazemaker, 
first among equals in the Old Catholic hierarchy. With him were bishops from 
the other Old Catholic dioceses - in the Netherlands, Federal Germany, 
Switzerland, Austria, Poland, the United States, and Canada. Two deacons - a 
man and a woman — also took prominent liturgical roles. 


In his sermon, which was applauded at its conclusion, Swiss Old Catholic 
Bishop Hans Gerny recalled 01d Catholic origins in 'the exaggerated centralism 
of Rome which reached its heights in the decisions of the first Vatican 
Council.' (It declared that the pope is able to speak infallibly in some 
circumstances, and stressed papal jurisdiction over individual dioceses. Both 
those principles are rejected by Old Catholicism.) 


The first Old Catholic bishops ‘wanted to defend ... the freedom of the 
church', Gerny said. 'For this struggle for freedom and the integrity of the 
church they paid by being banished from their church. In this way -— contrary 
to their expressed intention - they became part of a schism.' 


For Old Catholics, Gerny said, 'the churches act together, but with 'strict 
autonomy', with final decisions not ‘delegated to one institution’. Rather, 
"everything which concerns the churches together ... should only be decided 
with the mutual consent of all.' 


Having noted that differences were overcome to found the Union of Utrecht in 
the first place, Gerny referred to current ‘controversial questions' - notably 
"the unsolved problem concerning the role of women in the church ... which is 
of central importance.' 


Speaking with particular emphasis, Gerny said those dealing with the question 
"must not pretend to know beforehand who is right or wrong. Whoever accepts 
the Declaration of Utrecht', he continued, 'must be ready to take a long and 
difficult road with all concerned, the eventual outcome of which nobody knows. 
--. Patience and reflection will be necessary', he warned, ‘abandoning one's 
own positions and understanding those who think differently.' 


Women are ordained as deacons in several Old Catholic dioceses. Last May, the 
synod of the Federal German Old Catholic diocese gave overwhelming support to 
the ordination of women as priests. However, the priesting of women is 
strongly opposed in other dioceses, notably in North America and Poland. 


Among ecumenical guests at the eucharist were representatives of several Dutch 
denominations, of the pope and the [Anglican] archbishop of Canterbury, and of 
two Eastern Orthodox patriarchates - Ecumenical (Istanbul) and Moscow. Also 
- attending were leaders of the Philippine Independent Church and the Polish 
Mariavite Church. They are Old Catholic in style and theology but do not 
belong to the union. 


In a message sent for the celebration, Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev of 
the World Council of Churches, unable at the last minute to come to Utrecht, 
offered ‘deep appreciation and gratitude' for the ‘valuable service and 
faithful ecumenical commitment of the Old Catholic churches.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ORTHODOX TO OLD CATHOLICS: CHOOSE BETWEEN US AND ANGLICANS 


EPS 89.10.03 ::: Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan Damaskinos of Switzerland 
says closer relationships between Old Catholics and Eastern Orthodox are 
blocked by the relationship of full communion which already exists between 
parts of Old Catholicism and parts of Anglicanism. 


Damaskinos delivered the main ecumenical address at celebrations (22-24 
September; EPS 89.09.70) in Utrecht (Netherlands) marking the 100th 
anniversary of the formation of the Old Catholic Union of Utrecht. 


Dioceses of the union, whose membership in Europe and North America numbers 
around half-a-million, are results of three splits in Roman Catholicism 
between the beginning of the 18th and the end of the 19th centuries. 


As a result of a 1931 agreement, much of Old Catholicism and much of 
Anglicanism are in full communion. However, in the mid-1970s, the Polish 
National Catholic Church in North America, the largest Old Catholic 
denomination, ended such relationships with the US-based Episcopal Church and 
the Anglican Church of Canada after those Anglicans ordained women as priests. 


In his address, 'The Importance of the Union of Utrecht from the Orthodox 
Point of View', Damaskinos recalled that the common text adopted in 1987 by 
the seventh and final plenary session of the Old Catholic-Eastern Orthodox 
international theological commission ‘established an acceptable theological 
basis for the restoration of ecclesial communion. ' 


He also noted the 1988 declaration of an international conference of Old 
Catholic theologians that Anglican-Old Catholic communion ‘constitutes no 
obstacle to communion with the Orthodox church.' He called that ‘one sided’ 
and ‘untenable' because ‘for Orthodox tradition and theology, this communion 
constitutes an obstacle to the furtherance of the unification process of the 
Orthodox and Old Catholic churches.' 


Damaskinos said the theology of recent Old Catholic-Eastern Orthodox texts 
‘clearly differs in parts in important questions' from Anglican theological 
positions. He called Anglican-Old Catholic communion 'problematic to the 
extent that its premises are unclear.' 


He said ‘many problems concerning differences in the doctrine and practice of 
both churches were glossed over more than faced squarely or solved. Should 
the Old Catholic church not at least affirm this officially?' he asked. 


He suggested Old Catholics ‘review seriously' their relationships with 
Anglicans ‘in the knowledge that on the one hand ecclesial communion may not 
be broken without necessity, but that on the other hand, the will to maintain 
it must not lead to a repression of given problems.’ 


Asked later about the address, Swiss Old Catholic Bishop Hans Gerny, secretary 
of the international conference of Old Catholic bishops, called it ‘difficult’. 
He said Old Catholics, especially in western Europe, are not likely to 


sacrifice relationships with Anglicans for the sake of closer relationships 
with Eastern Orthodox. 


yelp Gerny and other Old Catholic bishops in Utrecht agreed that 
Anglican-Old Catholic relationships should be reviewed and examined, as they 
are often taken for granted or not well known or understood. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR STAY OF EXECUTION OF FOUR SOUTH AFRICANS 


EPS 89.10.04 ::: In a message (27 September) to South African President F.W. 
De Klerk, Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev of the World Council of 
Churches appealed to him to postpone executions -— set for 29 September - of 


four South Africans - Alfred Ndlela, Naftan Mchunu, Mangena Jeffrey Boesman, 
and Jacobus Freeman. 


Sabev said 'the death penalty is not in keeping with Christian convictions and 
accepted norms of civilized society. We pray that you will eventually be led 
to abolish capital punishment.' He added that in light of recent statements 
by De Klerk, ‘the execution of political prisoners will undermine your own 
intentions of building trust among all the people of South Africa.' 


He also urged that De Klerk ‘declare a moratorium on all executions, 
especially if the intended executions are for political offences. We also 
hope that as an interim measure you will institute a judicial inquiry to 
review the use of the death penalty in political cases in South Africa.' 


Sabev encouraged De Klerk to ‘continue the example you have set with the 11 
clemency pleas' granted since he became president. 


Sabev was acting for WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who was away from 
Geneva. One of the four, Boesman, was convicted of murder. Details on the 
convictions of the other three were not available at the WCC in Geneva. [EPS] 


WCC'S CASTRO CALLS FOR SWAPO COMMITMENT TO UPHOLD HUMAN RIGHTS 


EPS 89.10.05 ::: During a news conference (22 September) to announce the 
latest grants from its Special Fund to Combat Racism [EPS 89.09.73], General 
Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches asked for a ‘clear 
commitment to the upholding of all human rights' from Swapo, the group 
fighting South African white-minority rule in Namibia. 


Swapo received 165 000 US dollars this year, the largest grant ever from the 
WCC fund. ‘We hope that it will also be the last', Castro said, because once 
Namibia is independent, Swapo will be ineligible for such grants. 


Castro recalled a WCC pledge to ‘maintain a critical solidarity with the 
people of Namibia and Swapo. We have valued the trust and good will that has 
existed between Swapo, the churches in Namibia, and the WCC. Out of that 
relationship, the WCC has at certain times made representations to Swapo about 
persons it held as prisoners for security reasons', he noted. 


Some Namibians formerly held by Swapo have charged torture and other forms of 
brutal treatment while in its custody. There have also been reports that not 
all Swapo detainees have been released, and some may have died while held. 


Castro said the WCC is 'deeply saddened by this turn of events’. 


The WCC grant this year is to help Swapo programmes for Namibian exiles, 
notably teenagers continuing their education abroad. Castro also noted costs 
of winding down Swapo operations outside Namibia, such as transport of medical 
equipment and agricultural machinery. He called the grant 'only a small 
contribution to help Namibians under Swapo stabilise their humanitarian duties 
abroad and prepare to return to Namibia when conditions warrant it.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Alan Field: "Reflections on Guns and Violence' 


[Field, a former military officer, is a Lutheran parish pastor in Stockton, in 
the US state of California. Early this year, a man with a semi-automatic 
military assault weapon killed several children at a nearby school. This item 
appeared in longer form in Lutheran World Information. ] 


EPS 89.10.06 ::: ... [After the shootings] I received phone calls from 
pastors across the country. Three ... told me of discussions ... with members 
of their congregations over the shootings and impending gun legislation. They 
spoke of pain they faced when they realized some of their members held not a 
Christ-centered peaceful faith, but a faith that pivoted on the word 'freedom' 
and whose center lay in the self-centeredness of 'my rights’. ... 


[One] pastor related that three staunch supporters of the church, including 
his council president, proclaimed that they would ‘fight to the death' anyone 
who would try and take their guns away from them. He said, ‘I cried all 
night. How can I deal with this view?' 


How many of our pastors have to struggle with what words they can say about 
such issues as violence, of love, of non-violence, fearful that Christ's 
radical call to peace might be too difficult, too challenging, and a potential 
for members to withold their offerings, or better, leave the church? How our 
ministries become stifled in the struggle for personal power in Christ's body! 


... If we silently wring our hands saying there is nothing we can do, we are 
quietly condoning what has become almost a national religion. The National 
Rifle Association and their proponents have made the concept of ‘freedom’ an 
idol to be worshipped, not unlike Baal of the Old Testament. They border on 
blasphemy when they proclaim, with tear in their eye and the American flag 
waving in the background, that bearing arms is a God-given right. ... 


Violence begets violence. Escalation begets escalation. And here we sit, 
God's chosen, called people, redeemed through the violence of the crucifixion 
to have new life - of peace, of justice, and of liberation. 


Might this church accept the call of the gospel in action, taking as ‘real 
life' the words of Christ in the Sermon on the Mount, that we as followers may 
very well have to bear persecution for the faith. 


Might we bear the persecution that is bound to occur as we take a stand as a 
non-violent, pacifist church, as we stand against escalating arms sales, and 
against the media's disproportionate depiction of violence? 


Might we bear the religious persecution that is bound to occur when we stop 


buying war toys, and when we write of concern to the sponsors of violent 
television shows and movies? 


Might we bear the religious persecution that is bound to occur when we use the 
right of our citizenship to inform legislators of our faith, and our 
opposition to the sales, especially, of military-style assault weapons? 


Might we bear the religious persecution for our faith for non-violence, like 
so many other courageous people of faith before us? 


se shall we give in to our mythic American Christian religion of waving the 
sie of holy war, of sacred guns, of the slaughter of the innocents, and of 
violence as a normal expression of the Christian faith? [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Jerry Sandidge: 'Pentecostals and Ecumenism: An Update' 


EPS 89.10.07 ::: Pentecostals have been traditionally skeptical of the World 
Council of Churches, fearing the loss of evangelistic zeal and a compromise of 
faith on basic doctrines. This concern was expressed in 1965 when the General 
Council of the Assemblies of God passed a resolution opposing the ‘ecumenical 
movement’. Although the statement does not mention the wcc, it is directed 
towards the WCC as well as the [US] National Council of Churches. 


However, there are Pentecostals who have full membership in the WCC: At the 
WCC's Third Assembly in New Delhi (1961), two small Pentecostal denominations 
from Chile joined the WCC. Since then others have also joined - from Brazil, 
from the USA (including congregations in Brazil, Italy, and Nigeria), and from 
Zaire; one group from Argentina is an associate member. 


Since 1980, the WCC has expressed a Stronger interest in the charismatic 
movement worldwide. Pentecostal leaders David J. Du Plessis and Peter Kuzmic 
were on the programme of the WCC's Sixth Assembly in Vancouver (1983). Emilio 
Castro, general secretary of the WCC, has exhibited a willingness for greater 
participation from Pentecostals. This attitude is aided by the rapid growth 
of the Pentecostals worldwide and the spread of the charismatic movement into 
every segment of the church. 


The Pentecostal Mission Church of Chile was one of the groups that joined the 
WCC in 1961. In a recent article, a leader of this group wrote of Pentecostal 
participation in the ecumenical movement. She describes one characteristic of 
her denomination as being ecumenical openness, in contrast to sectarianism. 
-»- On the positive side [of membership] is the feeling of being part of the 
world Christian family and drawing strength from others. On the negative side 
is the pain of criticism and rejection by fellow Pentecostals. 


In January 1989 there was a significant meeting of Latin American Pentecostals 
in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. The meeting was hosted by the WCC and brought 
together Pentecostal Christians involving several denominations from 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Venezuela. The purposes for 
this meeting were 'to share... witness and experiences and to reflect on the 
specific contribution the Pentecostal movement can and should make to the 
ecumenical movement and to an ecumenical understanding of the church's mission 
in the difficult years that lie ahead.' ... Two [results of the meeting] ... 
are especially relevant to the ... question of ecumenism and Pentecostalism. 


First, sometimes Pentecostals have simply taken over uncritically the methods 
and models of the historic churches which 'do not always correspond to the 
forms of experience and expression characteristic of Pentecostalism'. It is a 
challenge for Pentecostals to remain open to other churches but at the same 
time discover forms of ministry ‘which allow us to express the richest and 
most fruitful aspects of Pentecostal experience’. 


Second, ... the Pentecostal movement is growing rapidly around the world. In 
countries where there is a state church or a large majority of one church ... 
and where Pentecostalism is growing, the need for ecumenical contact may be 
greater but more difficult to achieve. ... [EPS] 


[Sandidge, senior pastor of a Pentecostal congregation in Springfield 
(Missouri/USA) is co-secretary of the international Roman Catholic-—Pentecostal 
Dialogue. His entire article appeared in the July/August issue of Ecumenical 
Trends, published by the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute in Garrison, New York.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Yap Kim Hao: ‘The Religious Situation in Singapore' 


EPS 89.10.08 ::: Two major concerns were expressed in the recent analysis on 
the growth of Christianity in Singapore which was commissioned by the 
[government] Ministry of Community Development. They are the fear of 
religious conflict and class domination. This is brought about by the larger 
number of Christians who are English-speaking, of higher income level, and 
influential in Singapore society. The conflicts arise because of the new 
Christians who tend to be confrontational and aggressive in proselytizing and 


evangelizing others. 


Because we live in a pluralistic society in Singapore - multi-racial, 
multi-religious and multi-cultural - these concerns are valid and legitimate. 


For some years we have lived in comparative peace and harmony with one 
another. We certainly cannot afford to enter into inter-religious conflict or 
inter-racial strife. This harmony must be promoted and sustained for the 
benefit of all. 


However, each religion makes certain claims and is eager to convince and 
convert others as an expression of religious liberty. This effort has to be 
balanced with the peculiar situation that we are in - our plural society. 


Given such a context, Christians have to re-examine themselves and the 
relationship with people of other faiths. Given the nature of our calling and 
the understanding of our evangelistic task, we need to discover new ways to be 
faithful to our Christian commitment. We affirm the calling to witness to our 
faith. We recognize the call to evangelism. We must explore ways in the 
context of the Singapore reality without compromising our position. ... 


It was pointed out in the study that one of the factors for the growth of 
Christianity is the close connection between Christian faith and Western 
culture and modernization. While this may be true, we are aware of the 
dangers of this identification of Christianity with Western culture. 


There are positive and negative features of Western culture, and Western 
societies are searching for values which can lead to wholesome life. They are 
looking for meaning in the midst of affluence. Urgent issues facing them are 
still poverty, unemployment, drug addiction, crime, and the homeless 
situation. In Asia we are seeking Western technology and Asian values. 


We believe that God the Creator loves and works among the people whom He has 
created in the different cultures. God is also related to Asian culture - to 
the life and history of the people in Singapore as well. Each is unique and 
has a distinctive contribution to make in this God's wide world. 


Christianity should not be seen as a foreign religion and give the impression 


that it is part of Western culture. It must be an integral part of our 
Singapore culture as well. 


The criticism against Christianity in China in the past is ‘One more 
Christian, one less Chinese!' We should not deny our cultural heritage in 


order to be Christian. God is working still in and through the evolving and 
emerging culture of Singapore. ... [EPS] 


ee item appeared in longer form in the July issue of Methodist Message, 

- heey by the Methodist Church in Singapore. Yap is visiting professor at 

ee [Methodist] School of Theology in Dallas (Texas/USA). Of the 2.7 
on people in Singapore, about 10 percent are counted as Christians.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW/Michael Kinnamon: ‘Councils of Churches -— How Permanent?’ 


EPS 89.10.09 <::: ... [One] disquieting sign I want to mention is the 
tendency of conciliar structures, from local to world levels, to perceive 
themselves as permanent parts of the ecclesiastical landscape. If councils do 
not understand themselves as instruments in this movement toward the unity and 
renewal of the church, then they run the risk, even if unintended, of 
reinforcing current complacency, of implicit endorsement of our present 
conciliar relationships as the normative form of Christian ‘unity’. 


For those who view the goal as eucharistic fellowship, who believe that the 
church's unity must be so tangible and intense that the world cannot overlook 
it, this is simply unacceptable. No matter how essential the functions of our 
councils are in the short run (and they are essential in the short run), they 
must not allow themselves to become service organizations aimed at self 
perpetuation. 


Their very success at fostering cooperation can solidify our present divisions 
short of the unity for which Christ prayed. Councils, in my opinion, must 
insist on the growing commitment of their constitutive parts to each other. 
They must help us feel the passion and urgency of the movement, not drain them 
Off? 


Part of the problem, I think, is that, despite ten thousand statements to the 
contrary, we often end up dividing the ecumenical agenda - unity here, social 
transformation there, overseas service and witness there — and something other 
than unity is often thought to be more urgent, even more central to the gospel. 


The great ecumenical vision, as I have understood it, insists that joyful 
proclamation of Christ, active struggle for peace and justice, and realization 
of our oneness in visible eucharistic fellowship are not competing priorities 
but authentic, complementary, utterly intertwined responses to the one gospel. 


Indeed, they constitute the criteria for the authenticity of each other. 
Genuine unity finds expression in proclamation of Christ, in whom we are one, 
and in the struggle for God's shalom. 


But unity is also the condition for fully authentic mission and evangelism 
lest the message be vitiated by the messenger. We should be passionate and 
urgent about racial justice, the role of women in church and society, ending 
apartheid, diminishing nuclear threat, or eliminating hunger; but, as 
Christians, that same passion and urgency should also be directed toward the 
renewal of our faith community. 


When [Southern African Anglican] Archbishop [Desmond] Tutu says 'Time is 
running out in South Africa', we sense the truth of this impatience. But 
isn't time also running out on our idolatrous divisions? Isn't the world in 
desperate need of our witness as an embodied message of reconciliation? 


The quest for unity among Christians requires years of patient dialogue and 
-trust building, but equally indispensable is decisive, imaginative leadership 
if we are to break through one state of the movement to the next. ... [EPS] 


[Kinnamon is dean of Lexington [Disciples] Theological Seminary in the United 
States. This is excerpted from an adaptation of his address at the 1989 [US] 
National Workshop for Christian Unity. The entire adaptation appeared in the 
July/August issue of Ecumenical Trends, published by the Graymoor Ecumenical 
Institute in Garrison, New York. Another excerpt appears as EPS 89.09.10.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


ECUVIEW/Michael Kinnamon: ‘Ecumenical Imagination and Passion' 


ecumenical movement's long-standing vision of unity as ‘a fully [and visibly] 
committed fellowship of all in each place'. COCU [the nine-denomination US 
Consultation on Church Union] is_ probably the best example of these 
developments, which hold, in my estimation, both promise and danger. ... 


EPS 89.10.10 ::: I am ... concerned about recent modifications of the 


COCU was ... on target when in the 1970s, it began speaking of moving toward 
unity by stages through a 'covenant' among the participating churches. Church 
union need not be thought of as an all-or-nothing, one-time achievement, but 
can properly be viewed as a process of gradual growth that allows the churches 
involved to strengthen their commitment to one another through interim steps. 


During the last phase of drafting, however, COCU, under pressure from the 
churches, began to speak of ‘covenant communion' -— this proposal allows the 
churches to maintain their own structures, denominational identities, forms of 
worship, mission programs, and systems of ministerial selection, training and 
placement - as itself ‘an expression of unity and not an interim step along 
the road toward some other way of being one.' ... 


I think the proposal of covenant communion has great potential, and I commend 
it... wholeheartedly. But I ... [also pray] it will be interpreted maximally 
... and with an insistence that all embodiments of unity are interim, all must 
be open-ended toward deeper expressions of our oneness in Christ. ... 


Unity must enable my father in Bloomfield, Iowa, to know himself united with 
Methodists, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians in that town, to recognize his 
responsibility for them and his common life with them in a new and tangible 
way, as well as enable them all to give witness of their reconciliation in 
that community. And the question is whether this will now happen through COCU. 


A sympathetic article in One World [the magazine of the World Council of 
Churches], expresses what I suspect is a common suspicion: that the COCU plan 
‘amounts to laying out a procedure for ecumenical advance without disturbing 
the inner life of the churches' - what Albert Outler once called ‘ecumenism 
within the status quo' which leaves 'the old order of visible divisions open 
and glaringly revealed before the eyes of the world'. Worse, national staff 
members of two COCU denominations revealed to me that their representatives 
returned from the December 1988 [COCU] plenary saying, in effect, ‘Don't 
worry, the proposal ... won't change things here very much.' 


Where is the confession that we have idolatrously allowed the church to be 
shaped by the divisions of the world? What has happened to the admission 
that, as we stand, we are not a sign of God's reconciling purpose? Already in 
1966, COCU's ‘Principles of Church Union' document argued that ‘our present 
danger is not that of creating a super church. It is rather the danger of 
accepting something less than the church Christ gives us.' 


I suppose we can turn off people in the pews by demanding too much; but I am 


certain we can fail to capture their hearts and imaginations b 
little. ... [EPS] & s by requiring too 
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Ecumenical Press Service 
BACKGROUND: WCC FUNCTIONS AND BRIEF HISTORY 


EPS 89.10.11 ::: The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated 23 
August 1948 at its First Assembly, in Amsterdam. Constitutionally, it is a 
‘fellowship of churches [now 307] which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour according to the Scriptures', and 'seek to fulfil together their 
common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.' 


The constitution specifies seven WCC 'functions and purposes', including to: 

- ‘call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ'; 

- "facilitate the common witness of the churches'; 

- "support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task'; 

- foster ‘renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and service'; and 
- express common church concerns in meeting human needs, breaking down 
barriers between people, and promoting 'one human family in justice and peace’. 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent (Lord Aladura, African 
Israel Nineveh, African Holy Spirit, Assyrian, Hussite, Kimbanguist, Mar 
Thoma, Philippine), Reformed (including also Waldensian, Mission Covenant, 
Remonstrant, Congregational, and Presbyterian), Anglican, Disciples, Quaker, 
Brethren, Moravian, Pentecostal, and Mennonite. 


Roman Catholicism, Adventism, and the Salvation Army are the principal 
Christian traditions outside WCC membership. However, they do belong to some 
national and/or regional Christian councils. 


At the staff level, the Vatican and WCC cooperate in several ways, and roughly 
a quarter of the 300 WCC staff members are Roman Catholics. A Vatican-WCC 
Joint Working Group meets annually, and the Vatican appoints some members of 
the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. 


Located at WCC headquarters in Geneva are the 14 WCC programme sub-units: 
Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; Dialogue with People of Living 
Faiths; Church and Society; Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service; 
Programme to Combat Racism; International Affairs; Christian Medical 
Commission; Churches' Participation in Development; Renewal and Congregational 
Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and Education. Located nearby, at 
Chateau Bossey, is the WCC Ecumenical Institute. 


After Amsterdam, WCC assemblies met in Evanston (near Chicago, 1954), New 
Delhi (1961), Uppsala (1968), Nairobi (1975), and Vancouver (1983). The next 
assembly is scheduled for February 1991 in Canberra (Australia). 


The WCC has seven presidents: Nita Barrow, Methodist, Barbados; Lois Wilson, 
United, Canada; Marga Biihrig, Reformed, Switzerland; W.P.K. Makhulu, Anglican, 
Botswana; Johannes Hempel, Lutheran, GDR; Paulos Gregorios, Oriental 
Orthodox, India; and Ignatios IV of Antioch, Eastern Orthodox, Syria. They are 
part of the 158-member WCC Central Committee; it meets every 12 to 18 months. 


The committee has four officers: Moderator Heinz-Joachim Held (United, FRG), 
Vice Moderators Sylvia Ross Talbot (Methodist, USA) and Chrysostomos of Myra 
(Eastern Orthodox, Turkey), and General Secretary Emilio Castro (Methodist, 
Uruguay), who also heads the WCC staff. The officers, presidents, and other 
Central Committee members make up its 27-member Executive Committee; it meets 
twice a year. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
PEOPLETALK: ECUMENICAL BEINGS AND DOINGS 


EPS 89.10.12 ::: Ahn Jae-woong is the new executive secretary of the Urban 
Rural Mission unit of the Christian Conference of Asia. Based in Hong Kong, 
Ahn, a former Asia/Pacific regional secretary for the World Student Christian 


Federation, succeeds Kwon Ho Kyung. 


Barna Sarkadi Nagy is the head of the new Church Policy Secretariat of the 
Hungarian Council of Ministers. Formerly, he was vice president of the 
government Office of Religious Affairs, which has been abolished. 


Knud Wiimpelmann is to succeed Noel Vose as president of the Baptist World 
Alliance for a five-year term beginning at the BWA world meeting next year in 
Seoul. Danish-born Wiimpelmann retires at the end of this year as general 
secretary of the European Baptist Federation. 


John Boonstra is the new executive minister of the Washington State 
Association of Churches (USA). He has been coordinator of the Geneva—based 
Frontier Internship in Mission. 


Tom Houston, former president of World Vision International, is the new 
international director of the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization. He 
succeeds the retiring Thomas Wang. 


Michael Nazir-Ali is the new general secretary of the London-based 
[Anglican] Church Missionary Society. A bishop in the [United] Church of 
Pakistan, he worked recently as an assistant to Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie in connection with the 1988 Lambeth Conference. He succeeds 
Harry Moore, an English Anglican bishop who retires early next year. 


The new Methodist bishop of Argentina is Aldo Etchegoyen. He succeeds the 
retiring Federico Pagura. Richard Abellon, diocesan bishop of Northern 
Luzon, is the new prime bishop of the Philippine Episcopal [Anglican] Church. 
He succeeds Manuel Lumpias. Colin Bazley, diocesan bishop of Chile, is 
the new primate of the [Anglican] Province of the Southern Cone of America. 
He succeeds David Leake. Tito Pasco, general secretary of the Philippine 


Independent Church (IFI), is the new IFI supreme bishop. He succeeds the late 
Soliman Ganno. 


Kaare Stdylen, a diocesan bishop of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway for 20 
years (1958-77), and a former member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches (1961-74) died in Bergen 22 August. He was 79. He was 
also active in the work of the Norwegian Seamen's Mission. 


S.H. Amissah, former general secretary of the All Africa Conference of 


Churches, died in Winneba (Ghana) 18 September. Burial was set for the middle 
of October. 


Veteran US Methodist ecumenist Albert Outler died 1 September following a 
massive stroke 20 August. He lived in retirement in Bradenton, in the US 
State of Florida; his wife Carla survives him there. [EPS] 


Kathleen Bliss, a leading English Anglican intellectual, died 13 September 
after a long struggle with cancer. She was 8l. Active in the student 
christian movement and a missionary in India, she was active in founding the 
World Council of Churches in 1948, and in its early studies on the service and 
i ee in the church. From 1958 she was general secretary of the 
ae ucation of the Church of England, and from 1967 till her retirement 
n a lecturer in religious studies at the University of Sussex. [EPS] 
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EPS appears 44 times a year. This EPS was printed 4 October. EPS copy 
deadlines are Mondays at 08h00 GMT. Each EPS item has a number code. For 
example, item 89.10.11 is the llth item to appear in October 1989. Ask and 
EPS will fax headlines to you at its expense. You can then ask (and pay) 
for faxing full texts of items. EPS costs 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French 
francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 69.50 New Zealand dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 
52.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 
Swedish kronor, or 275 Indian rupees a year. 


Recycled paper: This issue of EPS and the next one are printed on recycled 
paper. From the first issue of 1990, you will receive EPS on recycled paper 
unless you tell us before then not to send it that way. In making your 
decision, know that this recycled paper will probably turn yellow after about 
five years, and become difficult to preserve. On request, you can also 
receive copies of this EPS and the next on usual white paper. Please be in 
touch with Désirée De Rycke at the EPS address about this matter. 


The new (September) issue of the WCC Youth newsletter focuses on Africa. A 
copy is available from WCC/Youth, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a church—backed 
effort to bring 'news from Africa's last colony'. Among its recent offerings 
is a compilation of ‘essential documents' since 1976 in connection with the 
UN independence plan for Namibia. Cost is 53 UK pounds for non-profit and 
non-governmental organizations, 78 for others. . 


A report on the international YMCA meeting on a nuclear-free South Pacific, 
held 21-15 January in Apia (Western Samoa) is available from the World 
Alliance of YMCAs, 37 Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva, or from the Asia Alliance of 
YMCAs, 23 Waterloo Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


The 1990 Programme of the WCC Ecumenical Institute (Chateau de Bossey, 
CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland) is now available. 


A report (19 September) on the ecumenical monitoring process in Namibia, by 
Clement Janda, an executive secretary in the WCC Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, is available from WCC/CCIA, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 is a situation report 
(#5, 22 September) on Namibia, including a progress report for the 
January-September period on the repatriation operation of the Coordinating 
Committee for Repatriation, Resettlement, and Reconstruction under the 
auspices of the Council of Churches in Namibia. +++ Also available are details 


of an appeal for 400 000 US dollars to assist reconstruction in several 
Caribbean islands in the wake of Hurricane Hugo last month. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Resisting the Threats 
to Life by Preman Niles (#41 in the Risk book series). It deals with aspects 


of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). Cost is 8.90 Swiss 
francs, 5.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
KENYA: BISHOPS CONTINUE SKIRMISHES WITH GOVERNMENT (by Charles Maingi) 


EPS 89.10.13 ::: In recent weeks, Anglican Bishops Alexander Muge of Eldoret 
diocese and Henry Okullu of Maseno South diocese have been locked in a heated 
verbal war with top Kenyan political leaders. 


Preaching (3 September) at Aldai in Nandi District, Muge charged that a senior 
official in the foreign-affairs ministry had stolen 2300 bags of famine relief 
maize donated by an international agency for famine victims in southern Sudan. 


He also alleged that West Pokot District Commissioner Peter Lagat is hindering 
educational projects sponsored by his diocese in the area. He said Lagat is 
eroding Christian ethics in church-sponsored schools in the area, giving as an 
example the cancellation by the commissioner of a transfer of an unmarried 
pregnant headmistress of a church-sponsored secondary school for girls. 


An assistant minister for culture and social services, Christopher Lomada, 
promptly criticised Muge and vowed that leaders from the area would seek to 
have West Pokot cease to be part of Eldoret diocese (by becoming a new 
diocese). He told Muge to stay away from West Pokot. 


An assistant general secretary of the Kenya Union of Commercial Food and 
Allied Workers, Wilfred Wambua, said Muge was interfering with the civil 
liberties of an unmarried woman. And the foreign-affairs ministry denied 
knowledge of theft by any of its officials of Sudan-bound relief food. 


Reacting to a letter from an education officer announcing a government 
takeover of the management of a diocesan school for the blind in West Pokot, 
Muge said (10 September) this would only happen over his dead body. 


Thereupon, education minister Oloo Aringo told Muge the sponsors of a school 
do not have the power to transfer teachers, that being a prerogative of his 
ministry. 


Then (13 September), the office of Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi said Muge 
had provoked the people of the area and advised him to stay away from West 
Pokot for his own personal security. 


In reaction, Muge thanked the government for its advice, but said his call to 
serve God was paramount, and his personal security secondary. Muge than 
proceeded to visit the area (15 September). He later said he was well 
received by Christians there. He scheduled another visit for 24 September. 


Throughout the verbal war, Muge has received support from diocesan clergy in 
West Pokot. In one statement, 18 of them said they would remain in Eldoret 
diocese and told Lomada that as a Roman Catholic he has no mandate to speak on 
internal Anglican matters. 


In another, six Anglican leaders in West Pokot welcomed Muge's decision to 
ignore the government advice in favour of continuing his pastoral work in the 
. area. They said nobody would separate them from their bishop. 


Okullu got involved in his verbal war after he likened the use of police to 
break up a march by medical students in Nairobi (1 September) to South African 
police action in arresting Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu and others during 
a peaceful demonstration. He urged the Kenyan government to allow ‘that 
freedom which we have repeatedly stated at every political rally'. [over] 


kenya/2 


The medical students were prevented by riot police from marching to health- 
ministry headquarters to present grievances over the withdrawal of their 
monthly allowance of 330 Kenyan shillings. The withdrawal was part of a 
'cost-sharing' plan recently introduced by the government. 


Responding to Okullu, regional development minister John Okwanyo said some 
bishops have become full-time politicians and are neglecting church affairs. 
He demanded that Okullu withdraw his remarks. Assistant minister for culture 
and social services Ochola Mak'Anyengo described Okullu's remarks as 
unfortunate and irritating. 


Aringo, who besides serving as education minister chairs Kanu, the only legal 
political group in Kenya, said the party would not hesitate to take measures 
against clerics who hide behind pulpits to attack the government. The 
secretary general of the Central Organization of Trade Unions, Joseph Mugalla 
described Okullu's remarks as treasonable. 


Public works minister Timothy Mibei suggested that Okullu be charged in a 
court of law. Industry minister Dalmas Otieno alleged that Okullu was trying 
to introduce a misguided political theology of liberation in the country. 


In response (11 September), Okullu described his critics as naive and 
totalitarian in dealing with the clergy. He singled out Otieno, noting he 
was in parliament by selection, not election. 


Otieno responded the next day by challenging Okullu to a pulpit duel whereby 
each of the two would preach three sermons, and the congregation would then 
judge who is better. Okullu declined the next day, on grounds that preaching 
is not for competition. 


Supporting Okullu in separate statements, the promotion secretary of the Bible 
Society of Kenya, Jephthah Gathaka, and the provost of the Anglican cathedral 
in Embu, Gideon Ireri, said there is no way to preach and not touch on evils 
destroying society. Gathaka, however, added that South African police are 
cruel, and are not therefore to be compared with those in Kenya. 


Later (21 September), through General Secretary Sam Kobia, the executive 
committee of the National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) expressed 
concern at the government advice to Muge not to enter West Pokot. It said 


this contradicted the Kenyan constitutional guarantee of protection for all 
Kenyan citizens. 


The NCCK also regretted the threats against Okullu ‘when he was only 
expressing his own views on the issue of medical students'. It urged that his 
views be accommodated ‘in a country which believes in the freedom of 
expression’. It called for dialogue rather than a war of words, 
confrontation, and intimidation in dealing with such issues in future. 


Finally, the council thanked Moi for government action against an official who 


interrupted a church service by arresting a church elder at a church in Uasin 
Gishu District recently. 


In an editorial (15 September) the Daily Nation newspaper said of the verbal 
war: 'The noisy and vicious exchange of abuse and spite between church 
leaders, on one hand, and senior public figures - ministers no less — has been 
an ill-tempered outburst that undermines the very tenets that are being 
popularised as foundations for a Stable, forward-marching nation.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL REAFFIRMS SINGAPORE AS MEETING SITE 


EPS 89.10.14 ::: Meeting at the end of September at a Methodist hotel in 
Hasliberg—-Reuti (Switzerland), the Executive Committee of the World Methodist 
Council reaffirmed its 1987 decision to hold the next (16th) World Methodist 
Council and Conference, in mid-1991, in Singapore. 


Debate about Singapore as the WMC site came in the wake of Singapore 
government action in late 1987 expelling the Christian Conference of Asia from 
its offices there. ) 


In a unanimously-adopted resolution (three abstentions) following extensive 
debate and discussion at its week-long meeting, the committee noted that 
"there are at least two ways of reconstructing the events' which led to the 
closure of the CCA offices. It said Asian church leaders are ‘divided both 
about how to assess the events surrounding the closure and about how to 
respond to them', that facilities in Singapore ‘remain the best for our 
needs', and that Singapore Methodists 'still strongly wish us to go'. 


In another resolution adopted unanimously, the committee took note of the CCA 
closure. It said that ‘with the information at its disposal, it cannot pass 
judgment on the reasons for closure, but it regrets that the situation should 
have arisen. It affirmed CCA as a regional ecumenical organization, and 
expressed solidarity with the Methodist Church in Singapore, which has been 
critical of CCA. 


At its meeting in Hannover in August 1988 [EPS 88.08.81], the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches recommended (51-28, with 21 
abstentions) that in light of the expulsion, ‘churches and their related 
agencies seriously consider abstaining from using Singapore Airlines, and from 
holding ecumenical meetings in Singapore’. [EPS] 


NEW ECUMENICAL INSTRUMENTS GET GO-AHEAD IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


EPS 89.10.15 ::: Ecumenical leaders announced that with only one major 
refusal - the Presbyterian Church in Ireland - among Irish and British 
denominations, the new Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland and 
national councils for England, Wales, and Scotland, will begin operations next 
1 September. 


It is to succeed the British Council of Churches and current national bodies 
for Wales and Scotland. 


Unlike the current arrangements, the Roman Catholic Church in England and 
Wales, and the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland will hold full council 
membership. 


Also new to official ecumenism will be several black-led British church 
bodies, plus some Pentecostal denominations. 


Still to be worked out is how British Quakers and Unitarians, who cannot 
subscribe to the explicitly trinitarian basis of the new bodies, might be 
associated with their work. 


Anglican Archbishop of York John Habgood said the new structures ‘allow us to 
associate as friends and ... set us on a course in which that friendship, we 
hope, will ripen into marriage'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
WOMEN FROM TWO REGIONS MEET UNDER STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION AUSPICES 


EPS 89.10.16 ::: About 45 women from Christian student movements in the 
Asia/Pacific region and from various church-related youth organizations in the 
Middle East met in Cairo (13-23 September) for a leadership-development 
seminar sponsored by the World Student Christian Federation. 


The meeting was the first such WSCF effort to facilitate South-South dialogue 
among women. 


Its goals included identifying issues and problems common to women in the two 
regions, and encouraging the sharing of ideas and strategies for programmes 
for women in the two regions. 


It was also to equip potential leaders with skills necessary to develop work 
for and with women, foster fellowship and solidarity through cultural exchange 
and dialogue, and strengthen biblical and theological foundations for 
involvement in the struggles of women. 


Among issues on which the gathering focused were ecumenism, Muslim 
fundamentalism, inter-faith relations, women in war and crisis situations, and 
women who are migrants or refugees. 


According to a WSCF report, ‘participants underscored the importance of 
enhancing the women's programme on the national, regional, and inter-regional 
levels'. 


Among other things, the group recommended ‘more leadership training and 
dialogues, inter-movement exchanges and exchange of publications, and 
encouraging bilateral exchanges between national movements’. 


Participants also suggested that the meeting was just a beginning, as there 
remains ‘the very obvious need of deepening awareness of each others' 
situation and struggle'. [EPS] 


ITALIAN PRESIDENT AT ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF WALDENSIAN RETURN 


EPS 89.10.17 ::: Early last month, Italian President Francesco Cossiga 
attended celebrations marking the 300th anniversary of the ‘glorious return' 
in 1689 to valleys in northern Italy of Waldensians (Italian Reformed) exiled 


three years before that after the duke of Savoy decreed they should leave or 
become Roman Catholics. 


After brief, unsuccessful armed resistance to the decree, in which 10 000 were 


killed or taken prisoner, about 2000 of the 15 000 Waldensians fled to 
Switzerland. 


In a private capacity, Cossiga attended Sunday worship in Torre Pellice 
(transmitted to several European television networks) to mark the event. 


Then, acting as president, he took part in the opening of a Waldensian 
cultural centre, the inauguration of a Waldensian home for retired people, and 
in the beginning of a conference on the return. 


The celebrations followed the annual Italian Wald ian- 
89.09.58]. [EPS] ensian-Methodist synod [EPS 


Ecumenical Press Service 
DDR: CHURCH SYNOD DISCUSSES EMIGRATION 


EPS 89.10.18 ::: The exodus this year of more than 100 000 citizens of the 
DDR (East Germany) to West Germany came up time and again at the synod of the 
BELK, the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, United] Churches in the DDR, in 
Eisenach (16-20 September). 


Several speakers appealed to the DDR leadership to permit open dialogue on 
socio-political issues prompting the exodus. Lutheran Bishop Werner Leich 
called for 'clear indications now that the necessary changes are beginning. 
We are waiting for the appropriate decisions.’ 


Leich said far-reaching reforms are needed to create in DDR citizens ‘a desire 
to commit themselves to our society and our state'. Added the bishop: ‘'We 
want our citizens to remain in the DDR. We want to contribute to changes in 
our society that will make life here more attractive.’ 


A guest at the synod, Roman Catholic Bishop Joachim Wanke of Erfurt and 
Meiningen, declared that ‘we Christians have an absolutely necessary place in 
this land'. 


He said 'the responsible politicians of our land are urgently called upon to 
review the reasons for the exodus of so many persons, and to bring it to an 
end as soon as possible.’ 


In the end, a synod appeal for changes included proposals related to economic 
reforms, pluralism in the media, and freedom for DDR citizens to travel to the 
West. 


But right after the synod, the party daily Neues Deutschland said such 
proposed reforms could accomplish what enemies of the DDR have not been able 
to do in the 40 years since it was formally established in October 1949. 


It said such changes would make the DDR ‘capitalistic and ripe for a 
reunification takeover by West Germany'. It also noted that such problems as 
large-scale unemployment, homelessness, and neo-Nazis, and traffic in drugs do 
not exist in the DDR. 


The daily also accused western media of covering the BELK synod solely to 
continue a long-term campaign, ‘using once again all the old weapons of the 
Cold War against socialism in general and the DDR in particular. ... What does 
all this have to do with church affairs?' it asked. 


Earlier in the month, a statement from Evangelical leaders read at worship 
observed that ‘our society ... suffers in many ways and is poorer when people 
withdraw and leave. Each person who goes leaves others lonelier. ... We warn 
you against the illusion that a higher standard of living will bring more 
satisfaction in life.' 


In a related development, a pastor, a lawyer, and two other members of the DDR 
_ Christian Democratic Union, one of the small parties allied with the ruling 
Socialist Unity Party, issued a letter outlining 30 ‘steps on the way to a 
democratic socialism’. 


These include a new election system in which 'the will of the voters is 
expressed in a believable way', new media policies 'not based on suppression 
and cover up', and treating citizens as mature persons. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ROMANIAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS MARK ANNIVERSARY 


EPS 89.10.19 ::: At the university theological institute in Bucharest, the 
Romanian Orthodox Church organised a ‘festive interconfessional conference' to 
mark the 45th anniversary of the ‘anti-imperialist and anti-fascist revolution 


for social and national liberation' in Romania, 23 August 1944. 


A letter from participants to Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu offered 
‘devotion and gratitude for the grandiose historic work you inspired and 
prepared for the raising of our nation to the highest peaks of material and 
spiritual civilization, for your untiring endeavours dedicated to the cause of 
peace and disarmament ... and good understanding and brotherly cooperation 
among the peoples of the world.’ It described him as 'the most beloved son of 
our nation, a hero among the heroes of our ancestral land, a brillant founder 
of socialist Romania, a prominent personality of the contemporary world.' 


Speakers at the conference included Romanian Orthodox Patriarch Teoctist and 
Metropolitan Antonie; Bishops Albert Klein (Lutheran), Lajos Kovacs 
(Unitarian), and Ldszl6 Papp (Reformed); priests Petru Gherghel and Stefan 
Daszkal (Roman Catholic), Zareh Baronian (Armenian), and Vladimir Marcovici 
(Serbian); Chairmen Dumitru Popa (Seventh-day Adventist) and Pavel Bochian 
(Pentecostal); Bucharest Islamic Community Imam Osman Aziz; Bucharest Jewish 
Communities Chairman Teodor Blumenfeld (on behalf of Chief Rabbi Moses 
Rosen); and university theological institute rectors Dumitru Popescu 
(Bucharest) and Péntek Arpad (Cluj-Napoca). [EPS] 


US LUTHERAN-RC DIALOGUE TO FOCUS ON SCRIPTURE, TRADITION 


EPS 89.10.20 ::: ‘Scripture and Tradition' is to be the focus of the next 
stage of the 24-year-old US Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue, the 20-member 
group decided at its meeting in New Orleans (22-24 September). It also almost 
finished work on its eighth volume, 'The One Mediator, the Saints, and Mary'. 


Denver Roman Catholic Archbishop Francis Stafford, one of the dialogue 
co-chairs, said all agree on the ‘shape and content' of the draft. ‘What's 
left [to agree on] is minor.' Final approval for the new volume is expected 
at the meeting of the group in Lantana (Florida) in Feburary. [EPS] 


RELIGIOUS LEADERS URGE US NEUTRALITY IN NICARAGUA VOTE 


EPS 89.10.21 ::: In a letter to all 535 members of the US Congress, 274 US 
church leaders criticize US activities in connection with the Nicaraguan 
elections, set for the end of February. Congress has approved 3.5 million US 


dollars through the US National Endowment for Democracy for what are described 
as non-partisan election activities. 


Signers of the letter include heads of seven denominations, leaders of Roman 
Catholic religious orders, 12 Roman Catholic and 18 Methodist bishops. They 
object to US ‘efforts to determine the politics and government’ of Nicaragua. 


The Institute on Religion and Democracy, an ecumenical group critical of the 
Nicaraguan government, said the letter reflects a double standard. "Methods 
of Laskin 4 the democratic opposition may be debated', said Dianne Knippers of 
IRD, ‘but it is difficult for me to see how those who advocate vigorous US 
Support for human rights in South Africa, Chile, and the Philippines can turn 
a blind eye to the democratic aspirations of the Nicaraguan people.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
RUNCIE AND POPE: ORDINATION OF WOMEN 'PREVENTS RECONCILIATION' 


EPS 89.10.22 ::: After four days of talks in Rome (29 September-2 October), 
Pope John Paul II and Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie - spiritual 
leaders respectively of Roman Catholicism and Anglicanism — pledged to work to 
reunite their traditions, which split more than 400 years ago. In a joint 
Statement, they expressed hope for eventual reunification, and described a 
cooperative spirit in their discussions. 


But, they said, the Anglican ordination of women as priests (and in one case 
as a bishop) 'prevents reconcilation', and 'we ourselves do not see a solution 
to this obstacle'. However, in a news conference later, Runcie said that 
while such ordinations create ‘problems for us internally', he will not ask 
Anglican provinces which have authorized them to reconsider or refrain. 


In an address during the visit, Runcie reiterated a question he asked last 
year at the world Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops: Could not all 
Christians, he asked, accept 'the kind of primacy the bishop of Rome exercised 
within the early church, a presiding in love for the sake of the unity of the 
churches in the diversity of their mission?’ 


That view prompted negative reactions of varying intensity back in the United 
Kingdom. General Secretary Bernard Green of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain said ‘even a reformed papacy would be wunacceptable' to Baptists and 
‘other churches who do not accept episcopal ... leadership'. 


He said that though Runcie was dealing only with Roman Catholic-Anglican 
relationships, ‘his comments are not helpful or appropriate within the 
[British] Inter-Church Process, where it has been clear from the beginning 
that we are seeking unity with diversity'. 


Rather more strident, David Samuel, the English Anglican priest who directs 
the Church Society, said Runcie should resign, because he has 'no authority to 
barter away the Protestant position of the Church of England’. 


Northern Irish Presbyterian minister-politician Ian Paisley called Runcie an 
"ecclesiastical Judas Iscariot' whose 'grovelling to the pope in this way is 
despicable and contemptible'. Paisley said the Runcie suggestion with regard 
to the pope (whom Paisley calls the anti-Christ) is against the ‘constitution, 
the coronation oath, and the Williamite Revolution settlement’ of 1688. 


The British monarch is 'supreme governor' and 'defender of the faith' of the 
[Anglican] Church of England, of which Runcie is primate. Runcie said some 
people ‘distorted' his comment. ‘It was not intended to have constitutional 
or political implications', he said. ‘I was talking about the spiritual 
leadership of the Holy Father.' 


Also during the Rome visit, there was criticism of Runcie from supporters of 
the UK government after an interview with the archbishop appeared in the 
October issue of the magazine of the British Institute of Directors. In it, 
. Runcie warned that British society is becoming selfish and self-righteous. 
‘The present government supports a view of society in which an individual's 
rights and duties are enhanced’, he said. 


'This is part of the Christian ethic, but the church balances this with its 
understanding of Christians belonging to one another and making up the body of 
Christ. That gives a corporate dimension to our faith and ethics, bound 
sometimes to be at variance with a highly individualistic approach.' [EPS] 
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CHURCH PEOPLE URGE ACTION ON GLOBAL DEBT 
EPS 89.10.23 ::: Participants in a Washington meeting (21-23 September) 
sponsored by Interfaith Action for Economic Justice declared debts owed 
developed countries by Third World countries ‘illegitimate’. Such debts are 
already paid in ‘resources, raw materials, and human labour ... expropriated 
by the colonial powers for over 100 years'. Some participants also met with 


Managing Director Michel Camdessus of the International Monetary Fund. [EPS] 


VATICAN, CARMELITES SAY AUSCHWITZ NUNS SHOULD MOVE 

EPS 89.10.24 ::: After weeks of silence, the Vatican said (19 September) the 
controversial Carmelite nunnery on the boundary of the one-time Nazi death 
camp at Auschwitz (Poland) should move [EPS 89.08.127]. The Vatican Commission 
for Religious Relations with Judaism said a 1987 agreement between Jewish 
representatives and four archbishops should be honoured. It stipulated the 
nuns would move by last February. Some Jews object to such a Christian 
presence at Auschwitz, a major symbol of Nazi efforts to exterminate Jews. 
Later in the month (23 September), the world headquarters of the Discalced 
Carmelite order, in Rome, said Carmelite Superior General Philip Sainz has 
‘all along' been of the view that the agreement ‘must be honored.' [EPS] 


BRAZIL: REPRESENTATIVES OF CHRISTIAN BASE COMMUNITIES MEET 
EPS 89.10.25 ::: About 2000 Brazilians came to the seventh meeting of 
representatives of Christian base communities, in Duque de Caxias (Rio de 
Janeiro/Brazil) earlier this year. Theme of the gathering was "People of God 
on the Road of Latin American Liberation'. Among those attending were about 
90 of the Roman Catholic bishops in Brazil, including the president of their 
conference, Auxiliary Bishop Luciano Mendes de Almeida of Sa0 Paulo. [EPS] 


VATICAN TALKING WITH BRAZILIAN BISHOPS ABOUT BOFF 
EPS 89.10.26 ::: The Swiss church-news agency Apic says representatives of 
the Vatican and the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Brazil are 
negotiating about Brazilian Franciscan liberation theologian Leonardo Boff, 
who was earlier restricted in his public statements and activities by the 
Vatican [EPS 85.04.27; 06.22; 86.04.40]. Apic quoted Boff as saying that 
'while this dialogue is going on, I have agreed to refrain from giving 
lectures, making statements, and travelling overseas'. As a result, he said, 


he has abandoned plans to visit Belgium, Federal Germany, Argentina, 
Nicaragua, and Cuba. [EPS] 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS DEMONSTRATE FOR LEGALISATION 

EPS 89.10.27 ::: Over 100 000 Ukrainian Catholics demonstrated in Lvov (17 
September) in support of the legalisation of their church body, which has been 
officially part of the Russian Orthodox Church since 1946 [EPS 89.08.57]. 
Their action came on the 50th anniversary of the entry of Soviet troops into 
what is now western Ukraine, but what was then eastern Poland. In addition, 
seven underground Ukrainian Catholic bishops have reportedly decided to go 
public. Ukrainian Catholicism has Eastern Orthodox worship forms and social 
customs, but is in communion with the pope. Russian Orthodox leaders oppose 
re-legalisation of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EUROPEAN LUTHERAN JOURNALISTS IN MINORITY SITUATIONS MEET 

EPS 89.10.28 ::: About 40 people from 12 countries came to Dobogoké (near 
Budapest) for the fifth assembly (12-16 September) of KALME (the Communication 
Commission of Lutheran Minority Churches in Europe). Among other things, they 
discussed new possibilities for communication work in some East European 
countries as a result of recent political and social changes there. Two 
church editors reported that censorship of the church press in the DDR (East 
Germany) has eased notably since last November. [EPS] 
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CHINA: APPROVAL FROM RELIGIOUS LEADERS REPORTED FOR GOVERNMENT POLICY 
EPS 89.10.29 ::: The government-run New China News Agency reports that the 
leaders of the five recognised religious groups in China (Buddhist, Muslim, 
Taoist, Protestant, and Catholic) have expressed support for the policy of the 
government and communist party in the wake of the crackdown last June and 
since on what the government describes as ‘counter revolutionaries’. [EPS] 


CHURCH-RELATED GROUPS HELP SPONSOR CONFERENCE ON APARTHEID AND CHILDREN 
EPS 89.10.30 ::: Ten Swedish organizations, several of them church related, 
sponsored a conference in Stockholm (22-23 September) on the effects on 
children of apartheid, the South African system of white supremacy. About 300 
people attended. It follows similar gatherings in Harare and London. [EPS] 


DDR CHURCH PAPER URGES AID TO ROMANIANS 
EPS 89.10.31 ::: The newspaper of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Saxony 
(DDR, East Germany) is urging DDR Christians to send food to Romania because 
‘many people' there ‘have little food and no chance of obtaining any ... 
Rations are so small that the people can hardly live', the paper says. [EPS] 


LATVIAN HOME AND EXILE CHURCHES EXPRESS MUTUAL TRUST 

EPS 89.10.32 ::: In connection with the consecration (3 September) of Karlis 
Gailitis as the new archbishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia 
(LELB), representatives of both LELB and the Toronto-based Latvian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Exile signed a declaration of mutual confidence and trust. 
Each body is to serve ‘in its given area of ministry'. The consecration, 
broadcast by Latvian radio and tv, took place in the historic Riga cathedral, 
recently returned to church use by the government. Swedish Lutheran Archbishop 
Bertil Werkstrom presided at the consecration. [EPS] 


AIDS IN AFRICA: PRE-MARRIAGE TEST REQUIRED; CONDOM USE SUPPORTED 

EPS 89.10.33 ::: Since 1 September, the Anglican diocese of Namirembe 
(Uganda) requires would-be married couples to present medical evidence they do 
not have the Aids virus. If one or both do, they are advised against marrying, 
though the marriage will be blessed if they insist. 'We shall not interfere 
with one's fundamental right' to marry, says diocesan Bishop Misaeri Kauma. 
Meanwhile, the Lutheran North-West diocese (Tanzania) is supporting condom use 
to control the spread of Aids, though it stresses that shunning promiscuity is 
the preferred way to check the disease. [EPS] 


RATZINGER QUERIES FRENCH BISHOPS ON THEOLOGIANS 
EPS 89.10.34 ::: Jospeh Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the Vatican Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, has written to French Roman Catholic bishops 
asking assurances about the doctrinal positions of their theologians. His 
letter alludes to a letter critical of certain Vatican positions signed early 
this year by about 130 French-speaking Roman Catholic theologians. [EPS] 


UTRECHT TESTIMONY APPROVED 
EPS 89.10.35 ::: About 20 000 people attended the first ecumenical Dutch 
Kerkendag (church congress), in Utrecht (16 September; EPS 89.09.77). On 
behalf of the meeting, a 'Testimony of Utrecht' was released on various issues 
- of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. [EPS] 


TANZANIA: CHRISTIAN COUNCIL DENIES MEMBERSHIP 
EPS 89.10.36 ::: The Christian Council of Tanzania has refused membership to 
five church bodies on grounds they allow polygamy, use traditional spiritual 
leaders in installing bishops, or consider sheep tails sacramental. The five 
are the International Fellowship Church, Christian Revival Church, and Nomiya 
Sabbath Church, Tanganyika Sabbath Church, and Free Church of Africa. [EPS] 
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LUTHERAN-EASTERN ORTHODOX COMMISSION: CHRIST KEY TO SCRIPTURES 
EPS 89.10.37 ::: ‘Canon and Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures' was the 
subject for the 32 participants in the fifth plenary of the Lutheran-[Eastern] 
Orthodox Joint Commission, in Bad Segeberg (Federal Germany, 2-7 September). 
The commission declared that Lutherans and Eastern Orthodox ‘have one common 
Holy Scripture' with Jesus Christ its centre, ‘the key to its understanding, 
the fulfilment of all of God's promises'. The next meeting, on '‘Conciliar 
Authority', is planned for 1991. The first plenary was in 1981. [EPS] 


MORE AND MORE US CHURCH WORKERS DENIED ENTRY TO EL SALVADOR 
EPS 89.10.38 ::: Religious News Service reports that ‘in apparently 
increasing numbers', US church workers, including several church leaders, 
seeking to enter El Salvador are being told they are ‘on a list' of people 
banned from the country. [EPS] 


PREACHER TRAINING IN BAHRAIN 
EPS 89.10.39 ::: Four 90-minute, preacher-training sessions were scheduled 
this month by the [Persian] Gulf Churches' Study Centre in Manama (Bahrain). 
Most of the dozens of Christian congregations thought to exist in Bahrain do 
not have clergy leaders. Most worship in Asian languages. [EPS] 


SOVIET CHURCH DELEGATION VISITING IRELAND 
EPS 89.10.40 ::: About a dozen senior Eastern Orthodox, Baptist, Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran, and Methodist representatives from the Soviet Union are to 
visit Ireland (including both the Republic and Northern Ireland) beginning 26 
October. It returns a 17-person Irish visit in 1987. [EPS] 


ZAMBIA: PENTECOSTALS UNABLE TO AGREE ON DIVORCE, ORDINATION OF WOMEN 
EPS 89.10.41 ::: The General Conference of the [Pentecostal] Assemblies of 
God in Zambia has again failed to agree on a denominational position on 
divorce and re-marriage, and the ordination of women. So, sub-committees were 
formed to report to a subsequent conference. When the issues were raised at 


the previous conference, in 1987, there was heated debate and no agreement. 
[EPS] 


PRIEST ELECTED TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT SUSPENDED 
EPS 89.10.42 ::: Eugenio Melandri, an Italian Roman Catholic priest of the 
Society of Saint Francis Xavier, has been suspended from his priestly 
functions. Under Roman Catholic canon law, priests are not to hold offices 
which involve the exercise of civil power. Melandri was elected in June to 


es Ha ph Parliament as a candidate of the Proletarian Democracy party. 
EPS 


DANISH FOLK CHURCH GIVES OFFICIAL STATUS TO ECUMENICAL WORK 
EPS 89.10.43 ::: The new Danish Lutheran Council on Inter—Church Relations 
is expected to begin operations next January. The result of legislation 
passed by the Danish parliament earlier this year (over the objections of 
those opposed to giving official sanction to a body which could in some 
respects speak on behalf of the Danish Folk Church), it succeeds a voluntary, 
unofficial council which began in 1954. As part of the new arrangements, each 


of the 10 Danish Lutheran dioceses is electing its own council for ecumenical 
work. [EPS] 


AIDS EFFORT BY A DOZEN DANISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS 
ae 89.10.44 ::: A dozen church organisations in Denmark have joined forces 
or a three-year effort to help those with Aids and the Aids virus. Half the 


estimated cost of half-a-million Danish kroner is be 
companies. [EPS] s being covered by insurance 
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CASINO CONTROVERSY IN ST LUCIA 
EPS 89.10.45 23: Church representatives have strongly criticized an 
agreement by the government of the Caribbean nation of St Lucia with a US 
cruise line and hotel company to set up the first casino on the island. Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Kelvin Felix describes a casino as a "retrograde step in 
our national development policy which will undoubtedly adversely affect our 
work ethic.' A Methodist statement calls the casino plan ‘retrograde and 
unchristian.' It notes long-standing Methodist objection to all forms of 
gambling, 'be it throwing dice, raffles, bingo, lotteries, and other games of 
chance including the pools and casino gambling.' [EPS] 


WEEKDAY BAPTISMS DISPUTED 

EPS 89.10.46 ::: In the Evangelical Lutheran Folk Church of Denmark (ELFD), 
the policy is that baptisms are to take place during the regular Sunday 
worship of the congregation. When a priest north of Copenhagen turned down a 
request for a baptism on a weekday, the parents complained to the government 
ministry of church affairs. Citing an 1828 precedent, the ministry said ELFD 
priests are obliged to perform baptisms on weekdays if the parents insist. 
Diocesan Bishop Johannes Johansen says he supports the priest and his parish 
council, and the matter has prompted a lively debate. [EPS] 


DANISH STATE GRANT TO ANOTHER DISPUTED JESUS MOVIE 

EPS 89.10.47 ::: The state-financed Danish Film Institute has given Danish 
film director Jens Jgrgen Thorsen 3.5 million Danish kroner to help pay for 
his new film, 'The Return of Jesus'. The grant has prompted many protests. 
In 1973, the institute awarded him 900 000 kroner for a projected film, 'The 
Many Faces of Jesus', which opponents charged would be _ blasphemous. 
Subsequently, the institute withdrew that grant, after the legal adviser to 
the government said the film would have been illegal because it grossly 
misused the material of the four gospels. Thorsen has sued to overturn the 
first ruling, and the case is still pending. [EPS] 


FRENCH PROTESTANT FEDERATION COUNCIL MEETS 

EPS 89.10.48 ::: South Africa, Romania, and anti-Semitism were among items 
on the agenda of the council of the Protestant Federation of France (FPF) at 
its semi-annual meeting, in Paris (23-24 September). It decided to send an 
FPF delegation to South Africa in connection with the expected merger there 
next year of two Reformed denominations. It considered how best to show its 
solidarity with Romanian Christians. It also discussed anti-Semitism and 
attitudes towards the state of Israel. [EPS] 


NETHERLANDS: CONTROVERSY CONTINUES ON REFORMED HOMOSEXUAL DECISION 

EPS 89.10.49 ::: The Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) reports that a 
majority vote by members of its synod rejecting parish disciplinary measures 
only on grounds of homosexual disposition or activity has prompted 'commotion' 
and ‘anxiety and indignation' in some parts of the denomination. Several 
parishes have taken the matter to the NHK church court. The synod moderature 
(executive committee) said tthe synod decision is a 'strong call for 
restraint.' The issue comes back to the synod next month. [EPS] 


DENMARK: HOMOSEXUALITY PROMPTS LUTHERAN DEBATE 

EPS 89.10.50 ::: In the wake of the Danish government decision to allow gay 
couples to officially register their partnerships, a priest of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Folk Church has announced that he and his partner will be among the 
first to do so. On the other hand, 48 priests and the bishop of the Lutheran 
Diocese of Aalborg have signed a statement protesting the legislation on 
grounds it undermines marriage, and could lead to demands that Folk Church 
priests bless the partnerships of gay couples. [EPS] 
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FRENCH LUTHERANS, REFORMED TO ASSEMBLE 
EPS 89.10.51 ::: With the theme, ‘Churches and Human Rights, Human Rights 
and Christian Faith, Liberation and Liberty', representatives of the four main 
French Lutheran and Reformed denominations are to meet in Strasbourg (13-15 
October). Such a colloquium and assembly takes place every four years under 
the auspices of the French Lutheran-Reformed Permanent Council. [EPS] 


ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN SOCIETY HOLDS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EPS 89.10.52 ::: About two dozen people attended an international conference 
(13-19 September) sponsored by the London-based Anglican-Lutheran Society at 
Kloster Winnigsen of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hannover. The meeting 
focused on many aspects of church life in the Hannover region, and other parts 
of the two Germanys. Aims of the society, founded in 1984, are to foster 
‘wider interest in and knowledge of' the two traditions, and ‘opportunities 
for common worship, study, friendship, and witness', and to ‘pray for the 
unity of the church, and especially between Anglicans and Lutherans’. [EPS] 


US RELIGIOUS LEADERS ISSUE STATEMENT SUPPORTING COAL STRIKE 

EPS 89.10.53 ::: About 250 US religious leaders, including national leaders 
of eight Christian church bodies (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
United Church of Christ, Presbyterian Church USA, Disciples of Christ, African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Reformed Church in America, Church of the 
Brethren) and 54 bishops (seven Roman Catholics, 15 Anglicans, 20 Methodists, 
12 Lutherans), have issued a statement supporting mine workers on strike 
against the Pittson Company for the past five months. Describing the 
coalfield situation as ‘urgent', they call for ‘prayerful and visible' support 
to sustain the miners in their ‘commitment to non-violent resistance’. [EPS] 


HONG KONG PRAYER RALLIES MARK 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRC 
EPS 89.10.54 ::: Four prayer rallies under the umbrella of the Hong Kong 
Christian Patriotic and Democratic Movement took place in Hong Kong 1 October, 
the 40th anniversary of the Peoples Republic of China. CPDM was formed after 
the Chinese government action against pro-democracy demonstrators in Beijing 
last June. Hong Kong reverts to Chinese control in 1997. Chinese officials 
have warned Hong Kong people not to 'meddle' in Chinese affairs. [EPS] 


DUTCH CHURCH DISCUSSIONS WITH SHELL EMPLOYEES 
EPS 89.10.55 ::: The moderature (executive committee) of the synod of the 
Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) plans a consultation next February with NHK 
members who work for Royal Dutch Shell before any official NHK decision on a 
boycott of the oil giant because of its activities in South Africa. [EPS] 


DUTCH DEBATE ON HISTORICITY OF BIBLICAL ACCOUNTS 
EPS 89.10.56 ::: The Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) reports ‘strong 
feelings' within the denomination in the wake of recent comments by NHK 
theologians supporting theological opinions of English Anglican Bishop David 
Jenkins. These are widely understood as questioning the historical accuracy 
of the Bible, and the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. The moderature 
(executive committee) of the NHK Synod says it plans a pastoral publication on 
the resurrection, and it is urging opponents of the theologians to dialogue 
with them. The NHK reports that ‘there have never been any disciplinary 


trials on doctrinal grounds' within the denomination ‘although at times some 
have tried to initiate such proceedings'. [EPS] 


DUTCH REFORMED PASTORAL GUIDELINES ON INCEST 
EPS 89.10.57 ::: Agencies of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands and 
the Netherlands Reformed Church have issued pastoral guidelines for dealing 
with both victims and perpetrators of incest. [EPS] 
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The new (October) issue of Media Development, quarterly of the World 
Association for Christian Communication (357 Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY) 
focuses on communcication and theological education. 


The 1990 Programme of the WCC Ecumenical Institute (Chateau de Bossey, 
CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland) is now available. 


A report (19 September) on the ecumenical monitoring process in Namibia, by 
Clement Janda, an executive secretary in the WCC Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, is available from WCC/CCIA, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
A review (12 September) of emergency situations around the world. 
A situation report (#6, 12 September) on violent shelling in Lebanon. 


Available from WCC/RCL, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: ‘Renewal and the 
Congregation and ‘Ecumenical Life in Geneva'. This is the first in a 
projected series of four analyses of ecumenical life in different parts of the 
world. Later ones are to deal with Jerusalem, Osaka (Japan), and Nairobi. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: A new brochure 
on the WCC. Also, South Africa -— The Sanctions Mission, edited by James 
Mutambirwa. This is an account of the mission of the WCC Eminent Church 
Persons Group, which earlier this year lobbied several governments in support 
of full and compulsory sanctions against South Africa [EPS 89.01.43,71]. The 


book, also published by London-based Zed Press, costs 13.50 Swiss francs or 
7.50 US dollars. 


Women and Development is the focus of the new (September) issue of Common 
Concern, quarterly of the World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva). 


Human-rights reports are available from the Quaker UN Office (13 avenue du 
Mervelet, CH-1209 Geneva) on the 41st Session of the UN Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities; 3rd Session of the 
UN Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights; 2nd Session of the UN 
Committee Against Torture; and 35th Session of the UN Human Rights Committee. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
WORLD METHODISTS LOOK AT MANY ISSUES (by Bob Lear) 


EPS 89.10.58 ::: Mass marches against apartheid in South Africa are a sign 
of hope, the presiding bishop of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa told 
the meeting of the Executive Committee of the World Methodist Council, in 
Hasliberg-Reuti, Switzerland, 25-30 September [EPS 89.10.14]. 


"When people reach this stage, freedom cannot be far ahead', M. Stanley Mogoba 
told the group. ‘A new day in South Africa is not very far from now." He 
said the church in his country has been a Sign of hope through its persistent 
calls for negotiation and reconciliation. "The church in South Africa is 
becoming the voice of the voiceless', Magoba said. 


The bishop was one of a half-dozen Methodist leaders from around the globe who 
spoke briefly on religious and political conditions in their lands. In 
addition to South Africa, the reports included Hong Kong, China, Sri Lanka, 
Fiji, Poland, and Hungary. Besides hearing the personal accounts, the 150- 
member committee adopted a series of resolutions on topics such as Namibia, 
China, apartheid, Fiji, the Middle East, Hong Kong and drugs. 


A statement opposing apartheid welcomed 'the apparently more flexible 
attitude of the new state president', but said such a stance ‘will have to be 
demonstrated by immediate and concrete steps to eradicate apartheid and 
establish justice and peace'. One of these steps is the unconditional 
release of Nelson Mandela (a Methodist) and other political prisoners. 


Recalling the November 1987 visit of a WMC team to South Africa, the committee 
authorized WMC officers to ‘arrange a further visit, if and when appropriate, 
to advocate the policy and concern of the WMC relating to South Africa’. 


A resolution on Namibia affirmed WMC 'solidarity' with the people there, 
expressed 'the hope that all detainees will be released and that the elections 
in November 1989 will be free and fair', and looked forward to ‘full 
independence in April 1990'. 


Paula Niukula of Fiji said the divided Methodist church there [EPS 89.04.27, 
08.67, 09.26] reflects other divisions in the nation. Most of the Christians 
and almost a third of the total Fiji population of about 750 000 are 
Methodists. "Fiji is a broken nation and the Methodist church is a broken 
church', he said. 'We don't want division in the church, and we want a 
faithful witness, but what can we do?' 


Fiji intra-Methodist disputes in recent months include suspension of the 
general secretary by the president; imprisonment for the general secretary; 

dismissal of the president and his subsequent reinstatement by civil-court 

order; and a reported lock-out of the president from his office. Presiding 
Bishop Lawi Imathiu of the Methodist Church in Kenya, who chairs the WMC 
committee, visited Fiji early this year in an attempt to mediate the dispute, 
but to no avail. 


_The committee resolution 'shares the agony facing many of our Fiji brothers 
and sisters' and asks all WMC members to ‘uphold the Methodist Church in Fiji 
in prayer'. 


In his report, Li Ping Kwong, a Methodist parish pastor in Hong Kong, said 
Chinese government actions against demonstrators last June and in subsequent 
months have made Hong Kong residents fearful of what may happen in 1997 when 
the British colony returns to Chinese rule. [over] 


methodists/2 


‘Already in the public affairs of Hong Kong, they see the shadow of the 
high-handed rule of an autocratic government’, Li said. ‘We cannot rely too 
much on the Chinese government, the British government or any government. 
Hong Kong still has eight more years to institute international frameworks 
for the safeguarding of human rights.' 


The WMC resolution calls on the United Kingdom 'to speed up the introduction 
of the democratic process in Hong Kong' and assure civil rights of its 
residents. A separate statement voiced ‘outrage at the killing of unarmed 
citizens [in China] and the suppression of truth by the government" there. 


On the Middle East, the committee endorsed a statement made last year by WMC 
officers. It condemned violent confrontations between Palestinians and 
Israelis, and the violation of human rights in the Israeli-occupied 
territories. It urged Israel to ‘respect the integrity of the Hebrew faith 
and to recognize the commonality between Jews, Muslims, and Christians as a 
basis on which Jerusalem as an international city can develop a system of 
religious integrity and civil rights for all its citizens’. 


A resolution devoted to Lebanon urges withdrawal of all foreign forces, 
other than those of the United Nations, and ‘establishment of a _ strong 
central authority with full Lebanese sovereignty". 


A statement on substance abuse 'views with alarm the widespread disruption 
and deterioration of human life by substance abuse and the corruption and 
violence associated with traffic in illegal drugs'. It also commends the 
United Methodist Council of Bishops for assigning one of its members to 
address that issue in Washington [EPS 89.08.116]. 


In response to a request from the World Federation of Methodist Women, the 
committee commended the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with 
Women, which began last year under the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches. It also urged all WMC members to ‘include women as a significant 
part of their delegation' to the WMC meeting in mid-1991 in Singapore. 


Secretary Cathy Cooper of the WMC Youth Committee reported on plans for the 
Fourth International [WMC] Youth Conference, expected to attract about 1200 
people to Oaxtepec (Mexico) next 7-14 August. A smaller event, for about 
200 people, is planned just before the 1991 WMC meeting. 


In his report [EPS 89.10.93,94], WMC General Secretary Joe Hale urged 'clear 


and persuasive' articulation of the faith. He said a ‘partisan spirit that 
feeds on divisiveness hurts our witness’. 


In his first address to the committee as WMC evangelism director, H. Eddie 
Fox said doctrine, spirit, and discipline are the ‘essential foundation of a 
world evangelistic thrust'. He also offered 10 evangelism affirmations, 
including 'new initiatives where there are major gaps in Methodist outreach’. 


In his keynote address, Imathiu said Methodists working together as one body 
can influence positively world leaders. ‘There are Methodists who are 


friends of President Bush; there are Methodists who are friends of Prime 
Minister Thatcher', he observed. 


The council also received reports from its Ecumenical, Family Life, and 


Worship and Liturgy Committees, and from the World Methodist Historical 
Society. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUMENICAL CONGRESS LOOKS AT 'COMMUNICATION FOR COMMUNITY' 


EPS 89.10.59 ::: ‘Communication for Community' was the theme of a world 
congress organized in Manila (15-19 October) by the London-based World 
Association for Christian Communication. 


Eight speakers were invited to explore four aspects of the theme. Also 
planned were 27 informal discussion groups, field trips to Manila-area 
communication activities, and four workshops. More than 500 participants from 
more than 75 countries were expected. 


The relationship of communication to participation, culture, liberation, and 
prophecy received special attention in congress planning. 


Philippine President Corazon Aquino was scheduled to open the gathering. 
Representatives of the seven WACC regional associations - Africa, Asia, 
Europe, Latin America/Caribbean, Middle East, North America, Pacific - planned 
presentations. 


WACC also organized three international post-—congress seminars - on next steps 
in connection with proposals for a new world information and communication 
order (NWICO), ‘communication alternatives, cultural identity, and 
dependency', and global perspectives on communication research. [EPS] 


US ANGLICAN BISHOPS UNANIMOUSLY AFFIRM WOMEN, AUTHORITY OF BISHOPS 


EPS 89.10.60 ::: At the end of their annual meeting (28 September), the 
bishops of the US-based Episcopal Church issued a unanimous statement 
affirming both the authority of bishops in their dioceses, and ‘ordained women 
— indeed all women - in the ministries which they exercise in and through the 
church, ' 


The statement implied reconciliation between the large majority of Episcopal 
bishops who favour the ordination of women as priests and bishops, and their 
colleagues who do not. 


A symbol of that was the embrace among Fort Worth Bishop Clarence Pope, 
[Eastern] Massachusetts Bishop David Johnson, and Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee 
Browning. Pope told a hushed crowd 'it has been a joy to be here’. 


Pope is president of the Episcopal Synod of America, a group formed in June by 
Episcopal opponents of the ordination of women. Johnson is bishop of the 
diocese which elected the first female bishop in world Anglicanism, Barbara 
Harris, who became a bishop last February. Harris said the 'mind-—of-the-—House 
{of Bishops]' resolution was 'not ... a compromise, but ... the last time the 
House will have to address this in a public forum'. 


There was no reaction at the beginning of the meeting as Harris responded to 
the roll call. At a banquet the previous evening, when she was introduced 
with 17 other new bishops, there was resounding applause and a standing 
ovation. 


One US Anglican bishop opposed to the ordination of women as priests and 
bishops, William Wantland, said ‘we are not debating her juridical right to 
sit' in the house. 'This is a matter of procedure, not of sacramental 
validity.’ He said that he personally does 'not recognise her as a priest or 
bishop, but as a fine deacon' of the church. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
AFRICAN WOMEN IN THEOLOGY CONFER (by G.B.K. Owusu) 


EPS 89.10.61 ::: A week-long, first-ever convocation of African women in 
theology took place in Accra (Ghana) at the end of last month. 


The meeting was attended by about 80 women from two dozen African countries, 
plus observers from the United States, Switzerland, India, Philippines, and 


the Caribbean. 


The African women came from Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Zaire, Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, Malawi, Tanzania, Swaziland, Sierra Leone, Congo, and Angola. 


In a keynote address, Deputy General Secretary Mercy Oduyoye of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches called for a new order of theology that 
liberates all people and does not suppress or discriminate against women. 


Oduyoye expressed concern about the refusal of some seminaries to admit women 
on grounds that ‘there is no accommodation for them’. ‘But they manage to 
have room for the male', she observed. ‘This is discrimination. ' 


Oduyoye lamented that for far too long African women have been subjected to 
certain rites which surround widowhood and puberty which dehumanise and 
degrade them. 


'Why should a widow be subjected to inhuman and excruciating treatment, all in 
the name of sacrifice, while the widower is untouched?' she asked. 'This is 
unnecessary discrimination which must end immediately because we are all 
created in the image of God', she added. 


Oduyoye urged African women to refuse to accept old customs that disgrace 
womanhood, She also encouraged those in theology to document all their 


thoughts, ideas, sermons, reflections, and meditations for publication and 
study. 


Opening the conference, Chairman F.W.B Thompson of the Christian Council of 


Ghana regretted that women of the past have not generally had access to 
theological and leadership training. 


He said he hoped the convocation would discuss various issues such as marriage 


aa eed life, polygamy, sexuality, and the participation of women in the 
cnurcn. 


Dora Ofori Owusu, the first ordained woman in the Presbyterian Church of 


Ghana, chaired the convocation. She called on African women to stand up and 
be counted along with their male theologians. 


The opening ceremony was attended by thousands of women from CCG member 


oe a ah as well as the Roman Catholic and Pentecostal traditions. 


LATIN AMERICAN ORDAINED WOMEN TO SET UP NETWORK 
EPS 89.10.62 ::: Meeting (19-25 September) in José C. Paz, in the Argentine 
province of Buenos Aires, 80-plus ordained women from Latin America decided to 
set up a continent-wide network. It is to be formally launched next May at 
the Latin American Biblical Seminary in San José (Costa Rica). The number of 


ordained women in Latin America is estimated at around 230. There were two 
Roman Catholic observers at the meeting. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


NEW REFORMED ALLIANCE LEADER MEETS CSSR PRIME MINISTER 
EPS 89.10.63 ::: Just before he left his native CSSR (Czechoslovakia) to 
take up his new post in Geneva as general secretary of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, Milan Opocensky spent 90 minutes discussing the recent WARC 
General Council [EPS 89.08.71] and CSSR church-state relations with CSSR Prime 
Minister Ladislav Adamec. 'I only expected to have a brief conversation with 
him', Opocensky said. He called it a "rewarding experience'. [EPS] 


PROPOSAL FOR WOMEN TO FILL 40 PERCENT OF SENIOR EKD OFFICES 
EPS 89.10.64 ::: At its meeting in Bad Krozingen next month, the synod of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) will have before it a proposal that 
within a decade women fill 40 percent of senior EKD offices. EKD groups the 
17 United, Lutheran, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional churches) in BRD 
(West Germany) and Berlin/West. It is also proposed that a ‘women's rights 
representative' be appointed to work in the EKD main office. [EPS] 


COPTIC POPE EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT EMIGRATION 
EPS 89.10.65 ::: Visiting London, Pope Shenouda III, head of the Coptic 
[Egyptian Oriental Orthodox] Church voiced concern about Christians, a 
minority in Egypt, leaving. ‘If this trend continues', he warned, ‘Egypt's 
Christian substance ... will slowly but surely be hollowed out.' [EPS] 


ROUND-THE-CLOCK VIGIL FOR DDR PEACE ACTIVISTS 

EPS 89.10.66 ::: Gethsemane [United] parish church in Berlin/DDR (East 
Germany) was the centre of a round-the-clock vigil (2-10 October) on behalf of 
those arrested in connection with demonstrations and prayer meetings for peace 
in recent weeks. About 30 people have received either heavy fines or jail 
sentences of up to six months. "The present internal political crisis can 
only be made worse and can in no way be solved by the methods of a police 
State’, according to a statement issued in connection with the vigil. [EPS] 


BRD: CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION SAID NOT A ‘CLEARER WITNESS' 

EPS 89.10.67 ::: The Advisory Commission for Public Responsibility of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) says conscientious objectors to military 
service do not necessarily make a 'clearer witness' to peace than soldiers. 
"Neither soldier nor objector may claim a superior quality of Chritian life 
++. Or go so far as to deny that the other is a Christian', says the 
commission. EKD groups 17 United, Lutheran, and Reformed Landeskirchen 
(regional churches) in BRD (West Germany) and Berlin/West. [EPS] 


AUSTRIA: LUTHERAN BISHOP SAYS OTHERS CAN USE NAME EVANGELICAL 

EPS 89.10.68 ::: In a letter to President Willi Sartorius of the European 
Evangelical Alliance, Austrian Lutheran Bishop Dieter Knall says his 
denomination, whose full name is the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in Austria (EKAB6), will not object if the alliance calls an 
affiliate the Evangelical Alliance in Austria, provided it remains an 
interdenominational organization of individuals 'so that no misunderstandings 
can arise'. Previously, EKABO had objected to newer groups using the word 
Evangelical (Evangelisch in German). For legal purposes in Austria, there is 
one government-recognised entity called the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
and Helvetic Confessions, with Lutheran (Augsburg) and Reformed (Helvetic) 
‘jurisdictions. Most Austrian Christians are Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


CHURCH AND OTHER GROUPS WIN CONCESSIONS ON 1996 OLYMPIC BID 
EPS 89.20.69 ::: The church-supported Bread Not Circuses Coalition has seen 
its demands accepted by the Toronto City Council in connection with the bid by 
that city to host the 1996 summer Olympics. Among them are that Olympic 
buildings be usable for low-income housing after the games. [EPS] 
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CANADA: NEW TEXT ON BIBLE AUTHORITY, INTERPRETATION 
EPS 89.10.70 ::: The Theology and Faith Committee of the United Church of 
Canada has issued a 49-page text on the authority and interpretation of the 
Bible. The group says that subject is behind many divisive issues in the UCC, 
such as the ordination of homosexuals. Says Professor David MacLachlan of 
Atlantic School of Theology, a member of the committee which drafted the text: 
‘We didn't want to start a war over Scripture. We want to help congregations 


clarify for themselves how we as a church understand Scripture.' [EPS] 


US: UCC, DISCIPLES ADD THIRD JOINT OVERSEAS EFFORT 

EPS 89.10.71 ::: The Board for World Ministries of the United Church of 
Christ and the Division of Overseas Ministries of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) have started a joint ministry for Latin America and the 
Caribbean. It joins common work by the two US denominations in southern Asia 
and the Middle East. Beginning next year, Dale Bishop, the UCC-CCDC Middle 
East secretary, is to work four months a year in Cyprus for the Middle East 
Council of Churches at its request. Bishop says that is ‘an expression of our 
increasing closeness to the MECC’. [EPS] 


CONFERENCE ON MISSION AND EVANGELISM IN EASTERN EUROPE 
EPS 89.10.72 ::: The World Council of Churches and Conference of European 
Churches sponsored a consultation in Tahi (Hungary, 2-8 October) to evaluate 
the WCC World Conference of Mission and Evangelism last May [EPS 89.05.48] in 
the context of the ‘witness and service of the churches in the socialist 
countries of Europe’. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL TEAM VISIT TO SWISS CONGREGATIONS 

EPS 89.10.73 ::: As part of its programme of education and mission, the 
World Council of Churches arranged a three-week ecumenical team visit to Swiss 
congregations last month (3-24 September). The nine visitors came from 
Cameroon, Senegal, India, South Korea, Cuba, Puerto Rico, England, Hungary, 
and CSSR (Czechoslovakia). In sub-teams of three each the group visited 12 
congregations for three days each, and then prepared a message reflecting on 
their experience. Issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation on 
the local level were among those dealt with during the visit. [EPS] 


WHAT DOES THE FRENCH PUBLIC KNOW ABOUT PROTESTANTISM? 
EPS 89.10.74 ::: According to results of a survey called for by the council 
of the Protestant Federation of France (FPF), Protestantism is generally 
little known or misunderstood in France, and FPF is usually ignored in the 
major media. Nonetheless, the French public (mostly Roman Catholic, at least 
nominally), seems to be interested in Protestant pronouncements, which are 
generally perceived as original and more relevant to social questions. [EPS] 


BRAZIL: BISHOPS OPPOSE CLOSING OF TWO SEMINARIES 
EPS 89.10.75 ::: Luciano Mendes de Almeida, president of the Brazil 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops, says he will go to Rome to ask the 
Vatican to suspend its plan to close two Brazilian seminaries associated with 
liberation theology [EPS 89.09.78]. The Vatican says they are too small. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL HELP FOR LATIN AMERICAN CHILDREN 

EPS 89.10.76 ::: Through a ‘Victims of Madness' campaign, the [US] National 
Council of Churches is trying to raise 220 000 US dollars for seven projects 
to aid Latin American children. Projects include a genetic data bank to help 
reunite with their relatives scores of children in Argentina who disappeared 
during the 1975-83 period of military rule, a film in which street children in 
Brazil tell their own stories, an anti-war-toy campaign in Puerto Rico, and an 
education and medical programme for children in El Salvador. [EPS] 
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US TV EVANGELIST BAKKER CONVICTED OF FRAUD 
EPS 89.10.77 ::: A federal jury convicted (5 October) Pentecostal tv 
evangelist Jim Bakker on all 24 charges of fraud and conspiracy for bilking 
his followers of millions of US dollars. Prosecutors said Bakker diverted 
donations to his PTL ministry so he and his wife Tammy could live in luxury. 
Bakker, 49, faces up to 120 years in prison and 5 million US dollars in 
fines. He is to be sentenced 24 October. He is appealing the decision. [EPS] 


POPE CALLS FOR LEGALISATION OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN USSR 

EPS 89.10.78 ::: Pope John! Paul II urged (5 October) the Soviet Union to 
re-legalise the Ukrainian Catholic Church. Legally, it ceased to exist in the 
Soviet Union in 1946, when it became part of Russian Orthodoxy. The pope was 
speaking to a meeting of Ukrainian Catholic bishops from outside the Soviet 
Union. Ukrainian Catholicism is an Eastern rite of Roman Catholicism, with 
worship forms and social customs very similar to those of Orthodox Chritians. 
Russian Orthodox leaders oppose re-legalisation. There is disagreement about 
how voluntary was either the formation of the church body, at the end of the 
16th century, or its re-incorporation into Orthodoxy after World War II. 
[EPS] 


PLANNED SWITCH TO ROME BY ANGLICAN BISHOP AND 100 OTHERS REPORTED 
EPS 89.10.79 ::: The Sunday Times newspaper reported (1 October) that Edmund 
Clapper, assistant bishop of the [Anglican] Church of England Diocese of 
Europe, and about 100 other English Anglicans are planning to set up over the 
next five years what Brooke Lunn, a priest in the group, describes as ‘an 
organization in communion with the Holy Father' (a reference to the pope). It 
would have some sort of identity reflecting its Anglican history. [EPS] 


MINDSZENTY REHABILITATED 

EPS 89.10.80 ::: Jozsef Cardinal Mindszenty, the Roman Catholic leader who 
clashed with the communist government of Hungary during the first decades of 
its rule, and who lived for many years in the US embassy in Budapest after the 
Hungarian uprising of 1956 was put down, has been rehabilitated by the 
Hungarian government. Zsolt Bajnok, a Hungarian government spokesperson, said 
the archbishop was ‘condemned unjustly', and that he was tortured in prison 
and the legal proceedings against him manipulated. The Hungarian government 
allowed him to leave the embassy grounds and go into exile in 1971. He died 
in Vienna in 1975. [EPS] 


HUNGARY: COMMUNIST PARTY NOW OPEN TO RELIGIOUS BELIEVERS 
EPS 89.10.81 ::: The Central Committee of the Hungarian Socialist Workers 
[Communist] Party has decided that from now on, party members can participate 
in church life and send their children to religious instruction if they want 
to. One party official said after the decision that 'militant atheism' is 
out, though the party still reserves the right to propagate atheism as part of 
Marxist ideology. [EPS] 


SEMINARY TRAINING BEGINNING FOR GERMAN-SPEAKING SOVIET LUTHERANS 
EPS 89.10.82 ::: Harold Kalnins, bishop of the newly-revived German 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the USSR, reports that 22 students have begun 
preparation to become parish pastors for the church body. Their formation 
includes two periods of several weeks in Tallinn, the capital of Soviet 


Estonia. [EPS] 


ONE MILLIONTH CHINESE BIBLE FROM AMITY PRESS 
EPS 89.10.83 ::: United Bible Societies announced (2 October) that the one 
millionth Chinese Bible has been printed by the Amity Printing Company in 
Nanjing. The company, a joint venture of UBS and the China-based Amity 
Foundation, began operations in December 1987. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL GROUP ASKS FUNDS FOR ETHICAL REFLECTION ON TECHNOLOGY 
EPS 89.10.84 ::: The Multi-Disciplinary Centre for Church and Society, a 


Dutch ecumenical think tank, says government and business funds should be made 
available to facilitate ethical consideration of new forms of technology, such 


as genetic engineering. [EPS] 


US NETWORK, ECUMENICAL COUNCIL DEBATE BALANCE IN EL SALVADOR FILM 
EPS 89.10.85 ::: The ‘balance’ of a documentary on the ‘popular church' in 
El Salvador is being debated in the weeks before it is scheduled to be shown 
on the ABC tv network in the United States (3 December). The film is backed 
by the 32-denomination [US] National Council of Churches. ABC has expressed 
concern that the film is biased against the 'traditional' church in favour of 


Christian base communities more influenced by liberation theology. [EPS] 


NETHERLANDS: LAWYERS CALLED IN ON WAY TO UNITY 

EPS 89.10.86 ::: Leaders of the two large Dutch Reformed denominations 
(NHK-GKN) now ‘together on the way' to unity sometime in the next century have 
decided that the next step is to ask church lawyers to draw up a proposed 
constitution. However, that prompted seven of the 14 members of the 
commission working on other aspects of the merger to resign in protest, 
considering that their approach of dealing first with more general issues and 
principles had been rejected. Constitutional issues are to be taken up at the 
next joint NHK-GKN synod, 29 November. Also involved in the unity process is 
the much smaller Dutch Lutheran denomination (ELKKN). [EPS] 


GREECE PLANS TO APPOINT ORTHODOX PRIESTS AS ‘RELIGIOUS ATTACHES ' 
EPS 89.10.87 ::: The Greek government is appointing Eastern Orthodox priests 
as religious attachés at its embassies. According to a report from the Swiss 
church news agency Apic, the priests will be chaplains for Greek Orthodox 
outside of Greece, and help ‘improve the public image of Orthodoxy'. [EPS] 


ITALY: RC BISHOPS LAUNCH CAMPAIGN TO INCREASE INCOME 
EPS 89.10.88 ::: The Roman Catholic bishops of Italy have begun a one-— 
billion (1000-million) lira poster and ad campaign to increase church income. 
Its slogan is, 'In Italy there are 25 825 parishes besides yours.' [EPS] 


INDIAN CHURCH LEADERS DEPLORE ‘ATTEMPTS TO INTIMIDATE’ 
EPS 89.10.89 ::: Church leaders in Kerala, a south Indian state with a 
substantial Christian minority, have deplored ‘systematic and sinister 
attempts to intimidate the church' following unsuccessful bomb attacks on two 
priests, and threatened attacks on others. Earlier this year, the 26 Roman 
Catholic bishops in the state issued a pastoral letter warning against 
attempts by communists to infiltrate and influence church groups. [EPS] 


THIRD PHASE OF PENTECOSTAL-RC DIALOGUE CONCLUDES 
EPS 89.10.90 ::: The third phase (1985-89) of dialogue between Roman 
Catholic and Pentecostal representatives ended with a meeting in Rome last 
month (2-9 September). Focus of the phase was koinonia (Christian community), 


with an emphasis on the Word of God, Holy Spirit, church and sacraments, 
baptism, and communion of saints. [EPS] 


COLOMBIA BISHOP MURDERED; NOTED FOR SUPPORT FOR POOR, INDIANS 
EPS 89.10.91 ::: Jesus Emilio Jaramillo Monsalve, 73, Roman Catholic bishop 
of Arauca, noted for his support for the poor and Indians, was found murdered 
(3 October) a few hours after he and a priest were abducted. The priest was 
released. The police say the likely murderers are a dissident faction of ELN, 
the anti-government National Liberation Army. Church colleagues suspect right- 
wing death squads opposed to the pastoral work of the slain bishop. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'Recent Developments in the DDR' (by Gerhard Linn) 


EPS 89.10.92 ::: ... [The recent call by church leaders] to the Christians 
of the DDR [East Germany] to stay in their country and work for changes there 
and not to neglect their responsibility for the future of this part of Germany 
is not in itself a new thing. 


In the fifties, when the border was relatively easy to cross - you simply had 
to take the underground in Berlin to get to the West - the flourishing 
economic situation in the BRD [West Germany] was a constant temptation. 


It was also easier to practise one's faith in the western part of Germany than 
in the eastern part where a new social order had been installed, alien to 
Christianity. 


In 1959, we published a message explaining why we wanted Christians to stay in 
the DDR. By leaving they might have created the impression that one could only 
be Christian in a capitalist country, in a bourgeois society. 


For us it was - and still is - always a question of faith: we have to testify 
that it is possible to live out our faith whatever the system. God has not 
abandoned us because we live in a different model of society. On the 
contrary, God is acting in our society too and expects us to do his will there. 


That is why we thought it important to say to the people in our parishes that 
the men and women who for the widest variety of reasons cannot put up with the 
system any longer must indeed leave, but on no account can they justify doing 
so simply on the grounds that they want to be Christian. 


The number of people passing through Hungary is considerably less than the 
number who have left the DDR with an exit visa. Skilled young workers in the 
fields of health and high technology have recently been leaving the DDR in 
unusual numbers. 


... [Those] who came through Hungary [recently] have merely highlighted the 
problem for the simple reason that they were filmed and interviewed. The 
unilateral measures taken by the Hungarian government’ are likewise 
unprecedented in the community of socialist states, and as such have attracted 
special attention in the media. 


The fact that so many people have no difficulty in settling into life in the 
other German state would seem to confirm [that after almost 45 years of 
division, one can still speak of a single German identity]. The consciousness 
of belonging to a single nation is very strong. 


Also, more than 90 percent of East Germans watch western television every 
evening. And the next day at work the previous evening's programme is often 
the main topic of conversation. 


As a result, very deep sentimental ties still exist with West Germany. It is 
not unusual to find citizens in the DDR who know the names of West German 
ministers better than the government of their own country. 


The BRD's economic power is still a great attraction, but another decisive 
factor is that people have little opportunity to participate actively in the 
life of society, and develop their creativity. [over] 


ddr/2 


The party in power can prove, rightly, that it is governing society with the 
best intentions in the world, but like all communist parties it has committed 
the crucial mistake of treating its citizens like children. All normal human 
beings want sometime in their lives to be treated as adults. 


Among the people who have entered the BRD by way of Hungary there are many 
whose applications for an exit vsia have been pending for years. Not all of 
them have made a sudden decision, but it is also true that many of them wanted 
to seize the opportunity offered to them. 


Given the attitude adopted by Hungary, many young people came to a quick 
decision in case they didn't get a second chance. 


When I was the same age as the young people leaving for the West now, I could 
have taken the same decision. After much reflection, however, I decided to 
stay in the DDR because I was aware of the role I could fulfil there as a 
pastor. 


So my son was born in the DDR and many years later he reproached me bitterly 
for my decision. He himself would never have taken that decision. My 
generation always hoped that socialism would perhaps lead to a more just 
society. 


Many people are bitter and disappointed, but when I think of my friends at 
home, we wouldn't go so far as to say that the results of socialism are 
totally negative. We would rather distinguish between those factors which 
ought to remain, and those which need to be changed. 


The young generation has grown up in this society; it doesn't know the 
post-war period. At that time, it was a question of building, of drawing the 
lessons from the fascist past and developing an alternative. 


The young generation is not prepared simply to accept the contradiction 
between socialism's promises and the reality. Personally, it saddens me that 
their response to this problem is purely individual. I would prefer to see 
them working for reforms in the DDR. But I have to acknowledge that the 
opportunities to struggle for change are rather limited. 


There is a further factor. After the disillusionment following the 1968 
invasion of Czechoslovakia by Warsaw Pact troops, which put an end to the 
Prague spring which symbolized the hope of combining democracy and socialism, 
we told our children that reforms would have to Start in the USSR itself 
before there could be any hope of change in its East European allies. 


Now Gorbachev is advocating a programme of reform and proposing his 
perestroika. For years we had drummed into us the slogan ‘Learn from the 
Soviet Union - Learn to Win' and now when for the first time we would be 
delighted to follow its example, we are told it is a bad example. 


No doubt, this has helped to confirm the 


oun eople in the id a 
would ever change. young peop e idea that nothing 


They give up and go elsewhere - sad as it is. [EPS] 


[This item is adapted from an interview in the 29 September issue of La Vie 
Protestante, the Reformed weekly for French-speaking Switzerland. It was 
translated from the French by the Language Service of the World Council of 
Churches. The interview questions have been omitted. Linn, a Lutheran pastor 


from the DDR, is secretary for education and mission in the WCC Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism. ] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: ‘Christian Apologetics Today' (by Joe Hale) 


EPS 89.10.93 ::: ... The Wesleys, through proclamation and singing, went 
into the open air and made the case for the Christian faith. They were 
apologists for Jesus Christ. I believe we need to be apologists for the 
faith today. 


Christian apologetics is grounded in the witness of our lives. The silent 
witness, however, does not, and cannot say everything about Jesus' birth, his 
life, his death and his resurrection. We have a story to tell! ... 
The challenge of modernity, of other religions, of new and _ heretical 
religions, of cults of self-gratification, of materialism, and of a prevailing 
world view that ridicules and undermines those things we hold to be sacred, 
imperative for the formation of character, and necessary if the world is to be 
made a better place, demand a response from Christ's church. 


As members of the body of Christ, we must, in the words of the Apostle Peter, 
"Be always ready to give an answer for the hope that is in us' and to give 
this answer with modesty and respect both individually and collectively. 


Christians are accountable to make a defence for their faith. No one else 
will make it for us! 


Great world religions, once thought to be dead or dying, are very much alive. 
They are more interested in persuading and procaliming than in dialoguing with 
us. 


[United] Bishop Alexander Malik of Lahore in Pakistan, made a disturbing point 
at the recent Conference on World Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio [EPS 
89.05.56]. Speaking of Christian mission in the context of other faiths, he 
said the fundamental questions raised that seem to immobilise us, reveal 'the 
emptiness and apathy of a church looking for answers. ... We don't want to 
admit that our faith is too weak to do mission.’ It is a sobering indictment. 


If we take our World Methodist Council constitutional objective seriously, 'to 
encourage evangelism in every land', we may need to shift the strategy in our 
churches. We will need to be articulate apologists, but not just in formal, 
written documents. 


If, for instance, most people in the world are poor, and many of the poor are 
illiterate, we as Methodist and United Church Christians might take steps to 
relate our worship to these persons, to use, for example, hymns and songs 
people can easily learn, remember and love. 


The question is: are we willing to alter our complex orders of service and 
tailor the method and content of our preaching to appeal to, and communicate 
with, people who have little taste for books, and may even be unable to read? 


Or is this asking too much? In my judgement, the question of taking into 
consideration this largest segment of the world's population in our worship, 
our preaching and in our witness will not go away. ... [EPS] 


[Hale is general secretary of the World Methodist Council. This is excerpted 
from his report to the meeting (25-30 September, Hasliberg-Beuti, Switzerland, 
EPS 89.10.14,58) of the WMC Executive Committee.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'On Dealing with Disputes' (by Joe Hale) 


EPS 89.10.94 ::: ... When the church was being established ... great good 
was accomplished. Tremendous harm was also inflicted by persons who took up a 
party spirit in the church. Disputes were intense, relationships broken, and 
a prevailing spirit of condemnation and anathema undercut the very witness the 


church was attempting to make. 


Publications ... from our churches at times report on disturbing conflicts we 
experience in the church today. I realize the reports can be exaggerated to 
arrest attention or to provoke discussion, and that is not all bad. 


Even so, I am persuaded a partisan spirit that feeds on divisiveness hurts our 
witness. It is what we read about in those troubled first centuries. Unlike 
this period of conflict and councils, we are not divided so much in our 
doctrinal beliefs, as in our methodology and our approach to ministry. 


There differences emerge that are so sharp it is difficult to maintain unity 
in this diversity. The impulse to win the battle for our position or our 
organization takes over and is so overpowering we deny the other side has 
integrity, or refuse to acknowledge that another's way of addressing the same 
concern may have validity. 


Shouldn't Christian love be expansive enough to allow for more than one way of 
doing mission, witness, social action and evangelization in our churches? 


The model that sets the Christian church apart is 'The Sermon on the Mount’, 
Matthew 5, 6; 7. Here the charter for Christian behaviour is outlined in 
words like: ‘You are the salt of the earth ... You are the light of the world 

-. Let your light shine before men and women that they may see your good 
works and glorify your father which is in heaven.' ... 


It asks if we are to 'love our neighbours and hate our enemies?' and answers, 
"No', ‘If you love those who love you, what reward have you? ... the Publicans 
do that ... you, therefore must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.' 


The Prayer our Lord taught us is there, and following it, 'If you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly father also will forgive you, but if you do 
not forgive them their trespasses, neither will your father forgive your 
trespasses.' There are words like: ‘Judge not, that you be not judged'; and 
the memorable image of ‘seeing the speck in one's neighbour's eye while not 
observing the log that is in my own eye.' 


We are told to ‘enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is 
easy that leads to destruction ...' and it is not just those who say ‘Lord, 


Lord', but those who do the will of the Father in Heaven that 'build their 
house upon the rock’. 


The Christian church is called to hold this alternative before the world — the 
alternative of a love that reaches out, a Divine God who keeps on loving, 
whether we love in return, or whether we crucify him. In our life together, 
and before the world, we can seek more faithfully to demonstrate the character 


of the One whose Name we bear. This lies at the heart of our mission and our 
purpose as a Council. [EPS] 


{Hale is general secretary of the World Methodist Council. This is excerpted 


from his report to the meeting (25-30 September, Hasliber 
g-Beuti, Switzerland 
EPS 89.10.14,58) of the WMC Executive Committee. ] : ‘ 
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Christian Aid (Box 100, London SE1l 7RT) has produced a profile of UK overseas 
aid in the 1975-88 period. Among other things, it shows that in 1988, the 
flow of private capital from developing countries into Britian was greater 
than the flow in the other direction. 


The Research Institute of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK) 
(PB 239, SF-33101 Tampere) has produced a review of trends in SELK life in 
the 1984-87 period. It is publication #38 from the institute. 


The 1989 Directory of the Christian Conference of Asia is available from the 
CCA Central Office, 6-10 Nakagawa Nishi 2-chome, Ikuno-kun, Osaka 544, Japan. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
A review (12 September) of emergency situations around the world. 
A situation report (#4, 13 October) on floods in Bangladesh. 


Available from WCC/RCL, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: ‘Renewal and the 
Congregation and ‘Ecumenical Life in Geneva'. This is the first in a 
projected series of four analyses of ecumenical life in different parts of the 
world. Later ones are to deal with Jerusalem, Osaka (Japan), and Nairobi. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: A new brochure 
on the WCC. Also, South Africa -— The Sanctions Mission, edited by James 
Mutambirwa. This is an account of the mission of the WCC Eminent Church 
Persons Group, which earlier this year lobbied several governments in support 
of full and compulsory sanctions against South Africa [EPS 89.01.43,71]. The 


book, also published by London-based Zed Press, costs 13.50 Swiss francs or 
7.50 US dollars. 


Women and Development is the focus of the new (September) issue of Common 
Concern, quarterly of the World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva). 
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Ecumenical Press Service 
WSCF CHALLENGE: REVIVE CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN PLURALISTIC WORLD 


EPS 89.10.95 ::: The 30th General Assembly of the World Student Christian 
Federation is to take place next September (1-16) in Chantilly (France), and 
the WSCF Executive Committee spent part of its meeting last month in Cairo 
(4-12 September) reviewing plans for it. 


The committee noted that during the past two decades, some WSCF movements have 
engaged in ‘direct political action in the struggles for liberation', some 
have ‘weakened their ties with the church', some have suffered ‘identity 
crises of varying degrees as social institutions and even political movements 
ceased to offer viable alternatives to a decaying society'. It said a major 
challenge now to WSCF is to revive its movements as 'Christian witnesses in 
the context of increasing plurality in the academic community, and in our 
societies’. 


The committee proposed six objectives for the assembly, expected to attract 
more than 200 participants from more than 80 countries: 


— ‘review critically the theological affirmations' which have guided WSCF work 
for the past two decades, and ‘capture a new theological interpretation of our 
mission today'; 


— 're-assess and re-discover' WSCF movements as ‘an ecumenical presence in the 
academic community'; 


—- identify issues which demand ‘concrete response in the light of the gospel'; 


— 'define directives for the 1990s and furnish theological and methodological 
resources’ to help ‘make available an ecumenical option of Christian 
discipleship to students and the academic community'; 


—- ‘investigate broader philosophical approaches and understandings of our 
mission in the context of pluralism in society'; 


—- develop 'bilateral solidarity and linkages' between WSCF movements and 
regions. 


In other action, the committee ‘reaffirmed the viability of the present WSCF 
regional structure', but noted concern that ways be found to ‘enhance the 
worldwide dimension’ of WSCF activity and ‘counteract trends’ towards 
regionalism'. 


It proposed a new interregional theological programme for the 1990-94 period, 
and welcomed a proposal to bring a group of ‘senior friends' to the WSCF 
interregional headquarters in Geneva next February to brainstorm on a WSCF 
history project and on the 100th anniversary of the founding of the WSCF in 
1895. 


The committee heard a report on a Global Ecumenical Youth Gathering, proposed 
for 1992 in Brazil with sponsorship by WSCF, World Council of Churches, World 
- YWCA, World Alliance of YMCAs, and International Movement of Catholic Students. 
The committee reaffirmed WSCF commitment to strengthen ecumenical cooperation 
in connection with prepartions for the gathering. 


Among those who spoke to the committee were Egyptian church leaders and 
General Secretary Gabriel Habib and Deputy General Secretary Maurice Assad of 
the Middle East Council of Churches. The committee worshipped in various 
local churches and visited local church-related social projects. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
REPS OF SIX AFRICAN DENOMINATIONS MEET WITH US PARTNER 


EPS 89.10.96 ::: About 40 church people from the United States, Zimbabwe, 
Ghana, Togo, Angola, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia, and South Africa met in 
Harare for a five-day consultation on "becoming partners in God's mission'. 


Represented were the United Congregational Church of Southern Africa, [US] 
United Church of Christ (UCC), United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe, United 
Church of Zambia, Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ghana (EPCG), Evangelical 
Church of Togo, and Evangelical Congregational Church of Angola. . 


'There is no hierarchy of significance to the different parts of the Body 
represented here; the wholistic view means we represent all parts of the Body 
of Christ', said Bonganjalo Gova, Africa regional secretary of the UCC Board 
for World Ministries (UCBWM), which began its Africa work in 1835. 


General Secretary José Chipenda of the All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC), who attended as an observer, said 'the main issue is to recognise that 
the UCBWM's predecessor body was formed in a different age to respond to a 
different set of circumstances overseas. ... Can we here help the UCBWM during 
this transition period' of moving into a deeper partnership? 


Several African church leaders challenged the board to change many ways of 
relating to 'mission-originated' churches, in such areas as funding, decision-— 
making, and policy formation. In his main address, UCC President Paul Sherry 
pointed to the existence of ‘taints of interest' (a phrase he quoted from a 
paper by Reinhold Niebuhr) that need to be discarded. 


Another point of agreement was the need to continue some things and 
discontinue others - among the latter the ‘'donor-recipient mentality’. 
Chipenda said ‘an unceasing state of dependencies makes us [in Africa] 
captive, makes us agents of foreign institutions, blocking our thinking and 
our creativity. The dollar can only buy us dependency.' 


Till recently, he noted, ‘foreign mission has shaped the life of African 
churches in any country. Gradually these churches, through their younger 
leaders, have introduced some cultural changes, even in the tribal churches. 
Today we need multi-tribal churches with a variety of languages and music 
being used. We must begin to work for the identity of a church in Africa.' 


Speaking for the UCCZ, Philemon Mlambo said the UCBWM undertakes ‘mission 
alone ... and has never asked for gifts from the churches in Africa’. It was 
noted that for another denomination represented, the Evangelical Church of 
Togo, another overseas mission society still pays salaries of pastors, and 
that 70 percent of ECT income comes from outside sources. 


All delegations expressed joy at having ‘discovered one another', and urged 
that a second such consultation be held towards the end of next year. 
Reaching a consensus proved difficult, but a statement all could agree to was 
finally formulated. One of its emphases is the sharing of resources, but 
funding changes were not encouraged during any transition from current 
arrangements. Said the Mozambican pastor who preached at the closing 


eucharist: This is no time for the board 'to take a vacation. There is too 
much to do and we must do it together. [EPS] 


[This item is based on reportin 
g from UCBWM missi 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. ] onary Judith Myrick, based in 


Ecumenical Press Service 
FINNISH LUTHERAN BISHOPS THINK TIME IS NOT YET FOR FEMALE BISHOPS 


EPS 89.10.97 ::: Since last year, women have been able to be ordained 
priests in the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK), and well over 
300 have been. 


However, in a 9-8 vote, the SELK conference of bishops has recommended that 
women not be ordained as bishops yet. The 108-member SELK synod has the final 
say, at the earliest next May. It is not bound by the recommendation, but 
such opinions from the conference generally carry considerable weight. 


Eligible to vote in the conference are the bishop and one assessor (a 
theologian or a lawyer) from each of the eight dioceses, plus the bishop for 
the military forces. 


A synod sub-committee has recommended that women be immediately eligible for 
the episcopacy on grounds that priests and bishops are part of one ministry. 


Most of those who voted 'no' in the conference agreed there is no theological 
reason not to ordain women, but said the church should first get used to 
having priests who are women. The conference minority suggested a delay would 
merely put off problems, rather than solve them. 


Meanwhile, the question of whether the one SELK bishop who declines to ordain 
women — Olavi Rimpilainen of the Diocese of Oulu —- should resign or face legal 
prosecution has surfaced. 


Ten of the SELK female priests work in his diocese. They were ordained in 
other dioceses after taking up employment for a month or two in those 
dioceses. This has been an additional financial burden for them, and has 
caused other difficulties. 


Rimpilainen does not regard them as real priests, which means he is not their 
bishop in the way he is the bishop for their male colleagues in the diocese. 


So far, no woman has requested ordination from Rimpildinen. Under Finnish 
law, a SELK bishop is not entitled to refuse ordination on grounds of sex. 


Earlier this year, in response to a complaint from a Finnish citizen, the 
parliamentary commissioner of justice sent the bishop an official warning on 
the subject. 


SELK Archbishop John Vikstrom says that while the opinion of the commissioner 
reflects the letter of the law, it would be preferable that SELK find a 
solution through mutual cooperation, and in a manner that protects the unity 
of the church. 


He notes that when the SELK synod approved the ordination of women, it passed 
a resolution saying SELK has room within it for both those who favour and 
those who oppose such ordinations. That resolution, however, was not given 
the force of law. 


The issue was discussed at the most recent meeting of the bishops, but a 
decision was deferred till their next meeting, in February. Under Finnish 
law, SELK bishops are also civil servants. Bishops and other church employees 
also benefit from the legal safeguards of the Finnish Associations Act. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
AQUINO OPENS WORLD CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION CONFERENCE 


EPS 89.10.98 ::: Philippine President Corazon Aquino opened the world 
congress sponsored in Manila (15-19 October) by the London-based World 
Association for Christian Communication. She thanked ‘specialists who used 
the media in an effective way to assure our victory' in the revolution which 
overthrew the President Ferdinand Marcos and brought her to power in 1986. 


Preacher at opening worship was General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Gouncil of Churches [EPS 89.10.145]. He praised journalists who, often at 
personal risk, give information about South Africa, the Palestinian intifada 
(uprising) against Israeli occupation, or drug traffic. He lauded journalists 
who ‘work in the service of Jesus Christ, even if they are not aware of kaos, 
by working for the oppressed, the marginalized, the poor, and the powerless. 


In his address, WACC General Secretary Carlos Valle said many media are 
‘instruments of domination and cultural destruction, spreading values of 
consumerism which exalt individualism and weaken all efforts of solidarity’. 


French priest and intellectual Pierre Babin discussed a revolutionary change 
in communication from words to 'modulation' (sound and light affecting all 
senses). The Walkman - a portable cassette player and headphones through 
which music seems to permeate the listener - is one example. 


Among regional presentations was one from Africa. It dealt with the role of 
various media in both endangering and supporting the cultural heritage of the 
continent. [EPS] [Based on reporting by Théo Buss]. 


STAFF LEADERS OF CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMUNIONS MEET 


EPS 89.10.99 ::: General secretaries and other staff leaders of Christian 
World Communions (international organizations of different Christian 
traditions) held their annual meeting, in Geneva 17-19 October. 


Much of the group's time was taken up with reports and comments on 
developments and issues in the various communions. Among them were recent 
papal visits, theological dialogues, changes in national and _ regional 


ecumenical councils, upcoming meetings, ‘new religious movements', and 
ordination of women. 


Also reviewed and discussed were the World Conference on Mission and 
Evangelism (last May in San Antonio), World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and 
the Integrity of Creation (next March in Seoul), Fifth Forum on Bilateral 


Conversations (next October in Budapest), and Second International Congress on 
World Evangelization (last July in Manila). . 


The Reformed Ecumenical Coucil had its turn to present a more extended profile 
of itself. It is the smaller of the two Reformed bodies represented at the 
meeting. (The other is the World Alliance of Reformed Churches.) Other 
traditions represented - some by more than one body - were Anglican, Baptist, 
Adventist, Disciples/Churches of Christ, Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
Quaker, Methodist, Lutheran, Mennonite, and Salvation Army. The group here 
discussed possible future Pentecostal participation. Pierre Duprey (Roman 


Catholic), and B.B. Beach (Adventist) are | 
. . Ir 
of the group. ) espectively chairman and SOCK etary 


Sipps Secretary Emilio Castro and other staff members of the World Council 
e Churches attended parts of the meeting. Also, the group visited the centre 
of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate, in nearby Chambésy. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
DDR: POLICE SEAL OFF CHURCH 


EPS 89.10.100 ::: DDR (East German) police sealed off Gethsemane United 
church in Berlin (8 October) as more than 3000 people attended worship there 
to remember political prisoners and detained demonstrators. After police 
blocked streets around the church, which has become a focus for groups calling 
for change in the DDR, people were ordered to leave the area in small groups. 


In Leipzig, Nikolai Lutheran church has played a similar role, in connection 
with its regular Monday prayer services for peace. In recent weeks, following 
the prayers, tens of thousands of people have been on the streets urging 
reforms in state and society. 


In an interview on BRD (West German) tv, Thuringia Lutheran Bishop Werner 
Leich, chair of the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, United] Churches in 
the DDR (BELK), repeated BELK calls for changes. These include a multi-party 
system with free and secret elections, freedom of citizens to travel abroad as 
they wish, and ‘open and public dialogue' between government and citizens. 


The bishop said people with opinions which differ from the official view of 
the party and state should be treated by the authorities as mature citizens, 
not as enemies of society. 


Leich welcomed the formation of non-church opposition groups such as New 
Forum, especially as they relieve the church of having to play a particularly 
political role that is not its real task. 


He said the church will stand by such groups and continue to speak out for 
human rights, but he cautioned against dissatisfaction with the current state 
of DDR affairs turning into agitation in the streets. [EPS] 


SPAIN: RC BISHOPS CONDEMN BASQUE GROUP 
EPS 89.10.101 ::: The four Roman Catholic bishops in the autonomous Basque 
region of Spain have urged people not to vote for candidates favoured by ETA, 
a group fighting for Basque self-determination. The bishops said peace can 
only come to the region with the 'final end to the violent deaths provoked by 
ETA'. The episcopal statement also calls for ‘respect for the human rights of 
all prisoners', an apparent reference to ETA members in Spanish jails. [EPS] 


JAPAN: NORTH KOREAN IN FIRST VISIT SINCE WORLD WAR II 
EPS 89.10.102 ::: Four delegates of the [North] Korean Christians Federation 
visited Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka in the first such visit since World War II. 
For part of the time, they joined ecumenical representatives from South Korea 
and Japan. They agreed to work jointly on a five-year plan to foster the 
reunion of the two Koreas by 1995. [EPS] 


EUROPE: ECUMENICAL COMMISSION PREOCCUPIED WITH 1992 EFFECTS 

EPS 89.10.103 ::: At its General Assembly (27-28 September), the Brussels- 
based European Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society made effects of 
the market integration foreseen for the end of 1992 among the 12-nation 
European Community a major commission preoccupation in the coming years. Also 
to be studied are broader questions of European integration. The assembly 
adopted a resolution supporting diplomatic and economic measures against 
apartheid (white-minority supremacy) in South Africa. Effective next January, 
the new commission president is Klaus Kremkau (Hannover). He succeeds 
Elizabeth Salter (London) for a three-year term. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR? 
EPS 89.10.104 ::: A recent Gallup poll says 62 percent of Americans wouldn't 
want cult members as near neighbours, and 30 percent would not want to live 
next door to fundamentalists. Three percent would not like to live next to 
Roman Catholics, five percent each not next to Protestants or Jews, 12 percent 


not next to blacks, and 23 percent not next to unmarried couples. [EPS] 


US-BASED UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX NAME REP IN UKRAINE 
EPS 89.10.105 ::: Metropolitan Mstyslav of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the USA has named a Soviet Ukrainian priest, Bohdan Mykhailechko, as his 
representative in the Ukraine. Three Ukrainian parishes of the Russian 
Orthodox Church (SS Peter and Paul (Lviv), Lavochne, Mernava) are reportedly 
trying to leave Russian Orthodoxy to be part of an autcephalous (independent) 
Ukrainian Orthodox jurisdiction. The parish priests of SS Peter and Paul, 
Volodymyr Yarema and Ivan Pashulia, have been excommunicated, and the local 
government Council for Religious Affairs has rejected its application to be 


registered independently. [EPS] 


CSSR: CHURCH OBJECTIONS TO SEX EDUCATION 
EPS 89.10.106 ::: The Hungarian church weekly uj Ember reports that Roman 
Catholic bishops in the CSSR (Czechoslovakia) have crticised the decision of 
school authorities to show sex-education films, on grounds they could 
encourage sexual permissiveness. [EPS] 


LUTHERANS, EASTERN ORTHODOX BEGIN, CONTINUE TALKS 

EPS 89.10.107 ::: Representatives of the Evangelical—-Lutheran Church o 
Finland (SELK) and the [Eastern] Orthodox Church in Finland met (in Mikkeli, 
28-29 September) for the first round of a new dialogue. Its themes are the 
seven ecumenical councils which met between 325 and 787, and the relationship 
between the church and the Finnish people. Since 1970, SELK has had a similar 
dialogue with the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. At its last meeting, in 
June in Estonia, participants agreed that customary Lutheran and Orthodox 
theological explanations and emphases in terms of God's relationship to the 
world, though quite different on the surface, actually reflect fundamental 
similarities. In discussing various socio-ethical issues, the theologians 
were not able to come up with a joint statement on birth control. [EPS] 


CRITIQUES OF NEW FINNISH BIBLE TRANSLATION COMING IN 

EPS 89.10.108 ::: After 15 years of work, an ecumenical team has completed 
its draft of a new Finnish translation of the New Testament, under the 
auspices of the Finnish Lutheran synod. The Old Testament draft is due next 
year. If the synod approves, the whole Bible is to be published in 1992, a 
successor to translations from the 1930s. Merja Merras, an Eastern Orthodox 
on the committee, called the text 'an interpretation, and the Eastern church 
has a different tradition of interpretation'. One issue which does not exist 
in Finnish is that of sex-specific pronouns. (In Finnish, 'han' means both 
"he' and 'she'.) One complaint about the new translation is the reference to 
women in 1 Corinthians 14:34. The committee translation refers to ‘their 
place'; critics say it should read ‘their subordinated place'. [EPS] 


NEW NORTH KOREAN DICTIONARY OFFERS A FEW RELIGION DEFINITIONS 
EPS 89.10.109 ::: To mark the 70th birthday of North Korean President Kim I1 
Sung, a new scientific dictionary with 130 000 definitions was published, 
including a few related to religion. According to the dictionary, a priest is 
"a specialist in spreading religious teaching, sent around the world to keep 
workers ignorant so as to legitimise exploitation ... and oppression on the 


part of ate church'. The entry also notes that since the end of the 19th 
century, ‘numerous priests infiltrated our country". [EPS] 
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PROFESSOR STUDIES EFFECT OF SEX SCANDALS ON CONGREGATIONS 

EPS 89.10.110 ::: Larry Graham, associate professor of pastoral care and 
counseling at Iliff [Methodist] School of Theology in Denver, has begun a 
pioneering study of effects on congregations of incidents in which a minister 
sexually harasses or abuses an adult in the parish. "The presumption is to 
believe the minister, to disbelieve the victim', Graham observes. 'The more 
anger and hurt in the victim, the greater is the tendency to disbelieve.' 
Frances Wood, staff member of the Center for Sexual and Domestic Violence in 
Seattle, says the percentage of ministers involved in sexual misconduct may be 
as high as 15 percent. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADERS MEET DE KLERK 

EPS 89.10.1111 ::: Three South African church leaders noted for their 
opposition to apartheid met (11 October) for three hours with F.W. de Klerk, 
the new South African president. After the meeting, the three - Desmond Tutu, 
president of the All Africa Conference of Churches, Allan Boesak, president of 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Frank Chikane, general secretary 
of the South African Council of Churches - said they 'made it clear we need 
results. Without results, we can't have negotiations.' De Klerk hoped the 
meeting 'will be looked on as a milestone on the positive road ahead'. [EPS] 


CONGREGATION SAYS IT MAY SUE TO PREVENT DIVESTMENT 
EPS 89.10.112 ::: A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (Advent, Roseville, Minnesota) says it 'will take whatever legal steps 
are necessary' to prevent the ELCA pension board from carrying out the policy 
of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly to divest church funds from virtually all 
companies with ties to South Africa. The parish says such divestment criteria 
are political and therefore illegal under US law. [EPS] 


WHAT DOES THE PAPAL VISIT TO EAST TIMOR MEAN? 

EPS 89.10.113 ::: On his trip to Asia this month, Pope John Paul II included 
a brief stop in East Timor. While there, he urged the Indonesian authorities 
to respect human rights there. A former Portuguese colony, most of its 600 
000 people are Roman Catholics. Since the mid-1970s, Indonesia has considered 
East Timor part of its territory, though that incorporation is recognised 
officially by neither the Vatican nor the United Nations. The Vatican says 
the visit was pastoral, and represents no change of position on the status of 
East Timor. But Indonesian Defence Minister Benny Murdani says it ‘implies a 
de facto recognition' of the Indonesian view. About 90 percent of the 
Indonesian population of about 180 million are Muslims. Christians are the 
largest religious minority. [EPS] 


MOUNT ATHOS NOT SUBJECT TO EUROPEAN COMMUNITY ON MOVEMENT 
EPS 89.10.114 ::: Experts from the 12-nation European Community have decided 
that Mount Athos, the Eastern Orthodox monastic enclave in northeast Greece, 
is not subject to general rules in the community, to which Greece belongs, 
about the free movement of people. The enclave forbids women to enter. Greek 
women had taken the issue to Brussels for a ruling. 


FINNISH, HUNGARIAN, ESTONIAN THEOLOGIANS REFLECT ON MINISTRY 

EPS 89.10.1115 ::: About a hundred pastors and theology teachers from 
Hungary, Finland, and Estonia met in Kouvola (Finland) to consider issues of 
ministry. Both the Estonian Lutheran archbishop, Kuno Pajula from Tallinn, 
and the archbishop-in-exile, Konrad Veem from Stockholm, were among those 
present. Among other things, participants reported that new opportunities for 
the church in Estonia and Hungary have greatly increased the work load of 
parish pastors. The next such meeting is set for 1993 in Estonia. It would 
be the first time the group has met there. [EPS] 
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US$1.8 MILLION ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR SALVADORAN REFUGEES 
EPS 89.10.116 ::: In response to a request from Diaconia, an ecumenical 
agency in El Salvador, CICARWS, the inter-church aid commission of the World 
Council of Churches, announced (4 October) an appeal for 1.8 million US 
dollars to support Diaconia work with Salvadoran refugees returning from 


Honduras. [EPS] 


HUNGARIAN ADVENTISTS SET REUNION FOR NEXT SEPTEMBER 

EPS 89.10.117 ::: About 30 Adventists met in Budapest last month as part of 
an effort to end divisions in Hungarian Adventism which date from 1975. One 
step towards reunion was the decision by the Hungarian Union [Adventist] 
Conference to withdraw from membership in the [Hungarian] Council of Free 
Churches. The Budapest meeting set next September as the target date for 
reunion. They also agreed that 518 people who were formally expelled in 1975 
in connection with the schism will be restored to membership en masse. A 
small committee is to work in the coming year on practical questions affecting 
reunion, including property, finance, ministerial employment, and _ the 
organization of new congregations. [EPS] 


SCOTLAND: DEBATE ABOUT ORDINATION OF ELDERS 

EPS 89.10.1188 ::: In the [Reformed] Church of Scotland (the Kirk), elders 
make up governing kirk sessions (congregational councils). Earlier this year, 
the Kirk General Assembly Panel of Doctrine proposed that Kirk elders no 
longer be ordained. Now, in response, the Kirk Eldership Working Party is 
warning that such a proposal 'will appear as demotion'. Moreover, it says, to 
stop ordaining elders could ‘strengthen the clergy-laity distinction’. 
Rather, it suggests expanding ordination so that deacons, readers, and ‘all 
who exercise the main leadership roles could be ordained and then set apart to 
their particular ministry in the enabling of all God's people for shared 
ministry'. [EPS] 


TREND AWAY FROM SINGLE 'HOME CONGREGATION’ SEEN 
EPS 89.10.119 ::: A report by the Barna Research Group, ‘America 2000: What 
the Trends Mean for Christianity’, says there is a shift away from people in 
the United States having one ‘home congregation'. According to the report, 
Americans with a church connection are more and more likely to relate to a 
group of congregations. ‘Recognizing that they have a breadth of needs, and 
recognizing that most churches are incapable of satisfying that range of 
needs, adults will attend several churches, visiting each on a rotating or 
as-needed basis', says the report. Among reasons for this trend, the report 


cites ‘the low premium placed upon loyalty in the baby-boomer mind" and 
"heightened selfishness'. [EPS] 


LIBERATION THEOLOGIAN REPORTED UNDER VATICAN INVESTIGATION 
EPS 89.10.120 ::: According to the Brazialian daily O Globo, the Vatican is 
investigating the activities of liberation theologian Frei Betto, a member of 
the Dominican religious order. Betto is perhaps best known for his collection 
of interviews with Cuban leader Fidel Castro, Fidel y la religion. [EPS] 


NICARAGUA: OBANDO Y BRAVO URGES VOTER REGISTRATION 
EPS 89.10.121 ::: Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Managua, has urged Nicaraguans to register to vote in the 
elections next February in order to ‘elect legitimate authorities and open the 
door to the bids In an appeal broadcast over Radio Catélica, Obando y 
Bravo said, 'If you are Christian and have a conscience, no one can tell you 


whom to vote for. It must be for the person who will look out for the best 
interests of this poor nation of Nicaragua.' [EPS] : 
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MALAYSIA: JESUIT LEAVES CONSULTATIVE ECONOMIC COUNCIL 
EPS 89.10.122 ::: Paul Tan Chee Ing, the priest who leads the [Roman 
Catholic] Society of Jesus ‘in Malaysia, is among a group of ethnic Chinese who 
resigned recently from the Malaysian National Consultative Economic Council. 
In a letter to council president Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie, Tan said the council 
was biased in favour of Malays and Muslims, the majority ethnic and faith 
groups in the country. [EPS] 


HAITI: RC BISHOPS SAID "MOVING TOWARDS ACCOMMODATION WITH GOVERNMENT' 
EPS 89.10.123  ::: In a ‘human rights profile' of Haiti, Lima-based 
Latinamerica Press reports (12 October) that though they were ‘once clear in 
their support for social justice and democracy', the Roman Catholic bishops of 
Chile 'now seem to be moving towards accommodation with the government' of 
Prosper Avril, a general who took power in a coup in September 1988. 
Presidential elections have been set for late next year. [EPS] 


ZAMBIA: UNITED CHURCH TRYING TO COMBAT UNEMPLOYMENT 
EPS 89.10.1124 ::: The United Church of Zambia has begun building a 
multi-purpose youth centre to provide various training skills to young people 
to help ease acute unemployment in the country. The project is to cost 25 
million Zambian kwacha. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: BISHOPS KEEP REGISTER OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

EPS 89.10.125 ::: South African law requires most white males between the 
ages of 18 and 55 to serve some time in the military. Several bishops are now 
serving as custodians of registers of people who say they will not serve for 
reasons of conscience. Among the custodians are Anglican Bishop Bruce Evans, 
Methodist Bishop Peter Storey, Roman Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley, and 
Anglican Bishop David Russell. Those who object to service may apply for 
‘religious objector' status. It gives an option of six years of community 
service instead of time in the military. The usual prison term for those who 
refuse to serve is six years. 


SOUTH AFRICA: COMMUNIST FLAGS PROMPT BISHOPS' HESITATIONS 

EPS 89.10.126 ::: Roman Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley (Durban) and 
Anglican Bishop Michael Nuttall (Natal) strongly objected to the flying of 
communist flags during a 'freedom march' they took part in last month (22 
September) in Durban. Nuttall said some people would take political advantage 
of march photos showing him and a communist flag. Also, he said, ‘a communist 
flag is hardly compatible at a gathering where people are objecting to a police 
State'. Hurley said ‘freedom and communism are hardly compatible'. Nuttall 
said the bishops came ‘to show our solidarity and support for what this march 
Signifies, but we do not support communism. I think they want to hijack the 
church.' [EPS] 


AFRICAN WORSHIP GROUP HOLDS SECOND WORKSHOP 
EPS 89.10.127 ::: The Africa Association for Liturgy, Music, and the Arts 
(AALMA) concluded its second workshop last month, in Kinshasa (Zaire). About 
50 people from nearly 20 countries shared African Christian music and 
discussed worship in an African context during the four-day meeting. [EPS] 


SWITZERLAND: ECUMENICAL STATEMENT ON VOTE TO ABOLISH ARMY 
EPS 89.10.1128 ::: Reformed and Roman Catholic agencies in Switzerland have 
issued a joint statement in advance of the referendum next month (26 November) 
on whether to abolish the Swiss army. The statement does recommend a vote one 
way or the other, but welcomes the national debate the referendum question has 
prompted. It is, the statement says, 'a sign of life for a democracy when the 
subject of national security can be discussed'. [EPS] 
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SERBIAN ORTHODOX SCORE 'CHAUVINISM' OF ETHNIC-—ALBANIAN MUSLIMS 

EPS 89.10.129 ::: A text last month from the patriarchate of the Yugoslavia- 
based Serbian [Eastern] Orthodox Church protests the 'tumultuous chauvinism of 
Albanian Muslims, protected by some circles from the West', a reference to 
ethnic unrest in the Kosovo area of Yugoslavia. It also recalls the 600th 
anniversary last June of the Battle of Kosovo, ‘in which the whole Serbian 
army perished, together with Saint King Lazar, resisting the invasion of Islam 
and protecting European Christianity'. It says that the various anniversary 
celebrations - including a gathering of more than two million people at the 
scene of the battle - reflected ‘centuries-old striving of the Serbian people 
for freedom and justice' and were ‘positive movements of the Orthodox 
Christian masses in Yugoslavia'. [EPS] 


HUNGARY: NEW NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
EPS 89.10.130 ::: A new National Council for Religious Affairs has been 
established in Hungary, with 13 Roman Catholic, eight Reformed, and five 
Lutheran representatives, as well as two representatives of Judaism, and one 
representative of other religious movements. Government representatives come 
from various ministries. Presided over by the prime minister, the group is to 
meet twice a year to discuss matters of mutual interest. Earlier this year, 
Hungary abolished its government office for religious affairs [EPS 89.08.43]. 
[EPS] 


HUNGARY: PRIME MINISTER THANKS CHURCH LEADERS 

EPS 89.10.131::: In a letter to church leaders, Hungarian Prime Minister 
Miklés Nemeth thanked them for assistance they gave thousands of DDR citizens 
(East Germans) who recently passed through Hungary on their way to the BRD 
(West Germany). He said church support ‘helped the Hungarian government solve 
the situation that had generated serious tension and grave problems. ... Now 
we are starting a new phase of cooperation between the churches and the 
government in Hungary'. [EPS] 


NEW ECUMENICAL RELIEF FLIGHTS TO SOUTHERN SUDAN 
EPS 89.10.132 ::: The Lutheran World Federation and World Council of 
Churches have begun a daily relief flight in Sudan, to Yei. It replaces one 
of two daily flights to Juba. A third LWF-WCC relief flight goes to Torit. 


All three areas are experiencing major food shortages because of the 
six-year-old civil war in Sudan. [EPS] 


USA: THREE RC ARCHBISHOPS CALL FOR PALESTINIAN ‘SOVEREIGNTY’ 
EPS 89.10.133 ::: The Roman Catholic archbishops of Los Angeles, New York, 
and Baltimore have drafted a 40-page policy statement for their colleagues 
which includes a call for Palestinian ‘territorial and political sovereignty’. 
It also cautions that ‘there must be limits to' the exercise of the 
sovereignty 'so it is clear that Israel's security is protected’. The entire 


conference of US Roman Catholic bishops is to consider the text at its meeting 
next month. [EPS] 


WORLD REFORMED GENERAL SECRETARY WRITES GORBACHEV ON SAKHALIN KOREANS 
EPS 89.10.134 ::: General Secretary Milan Opocensky of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches has written to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev urging his 
attention to a ‘rather sad matter' -— the ethnic Koreans who live on the 
Sakhalin islands, which became Soviet territory after World War II. The 
Koreans were sent there as forced labourers when the islands were under 


Japanese control. Since World War II, thousands of them have been stateless, 
and unable to return to either part of Korea. [EPS] 
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WALES: SOME METHODISTS UPSET ABOUT BYPASSING OUTDOOR LAVATORIES 

EPS 89.10.135 ::: Next year, the British Methodist Conference is to meet in 
Cardiff (Wales), and the South Wales District is hoping to house participants 
in homes of church members. However, people who live in houses with outside 
lavatories are not being asked to offer hospitality. According to Judith 
Chapman, a member of a circuit in the district with a fair number of such 
houses, she and others are ‘absolutely incensed' by this. 'We talk so much 
about not excluding people in the world', she says, ‘and then promptly go and 
exclude even those within our own walls'. Anne Knighton, a former conference 
vice president involved in plans for the 1990 meeting, says the hospitality 
committee ‘mentioned outside lavatories and bathrooms because they make it 
very difficult to have a representative Staying, but it was all said very 
tactfully'. She said ‘minimum [comfort] standards' for housing conference 
participants are needed because ‘you get very tired at conferences’. [EPS] 


FIRST LITURGY IN KREMLIN CATHEDRAL SINCE 1918 

EPS 89.10.136 ::: Incense and liturgical chants filled the 15th-century 
Upensky cathedral in the Kremlin for the first time since 1918, when communist 
rule was consolidated and the church lost control of its buildings. The 
government gave permission for the liturgy to mark the 400th anniversary of 
the establishment in Moscow of an Eastern Orthodox patriarchate. Russian 
tsars were crowned in the historic cathedral, and many church leaders are 
buried there. [EPS] 


HINDU EDITOR COMPLAINS ABOUT EVANGELICAL VIDEO 
EPS 89.10.137 ::: Swami Arumugam Katir, managing editor of the US-based 
Hinduism Today newspaper, says his publication has received ‘numerous 
complaints’ about a ‘viciously anti-Hindu video'. Called 'Gods of the New 
Age', the video contains ‘many totally false, misleading and inflammatory 
Statements about Hinduism' the editor says. ‘Were this a film about the Jews, 
it would be roundly condemned as anti-semitic', he adds. [EPS] 


TANZANIA: LUTHERANS DENY CONDOM REPORT 

EPS 89.10.138 ::: The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania says a report 
that pastors in one of its dioceses are suggesting that condoms can be a 
church-approved method to control the spread of Aids - albeit less approved 
than refraining from sexual promiscuity - is ‘totally baseless, unfounded, and 
untrue'. The report was carried last month in the news service of Nairobi- 
based Africa Church Information Service, and subsequently repeated elsewhere 
[EPS 89.10.33]. ELCT Bishop Samson Mushemba says the ELCT ‘at all levels 
holds that the only effective way of checking the spread of Aids is by 
discouraging promiscuity’. [EPS] 


INAUGURATION OF 28TH ANGLICAN PROVINCE SET FOR NEXT MAY 
EPS 89.10.139 ::: A five-diocese Philippine Episcopal Church is to be 
inaugurated next May as the 28th province in worldwide Anglicanism. PEC began 
as a missionary district of the US-based Episcopal Church in 1901. [EPS] 


WCC REFUGEE OFFICIAL EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT KURDS IN UK 

EPS 89.10.140 ::: Melaku Kifle, coordinator of the Refugee Service of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, wrote (12 October) to UK government 
minister Timothy Renton to express deep concern about the situation of Kurds 
seeking asylum in the United Kingdom. Recalling the recent suicides of two 
such asylum seekers in the United Kingdom, Kifle said ‘this kind of desperate 
action, and the several hunger strikes' by other Kurds seeking asylum 
‘indicate clearly the genuine fear they have'. In particular, Kifle expressed 
concern about Selahattin Ozberk. His deportation was reportedly imminent when 
Kifle wrote. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: ‘In Solidarity with Women in Namibia' 


[This is excerpted from a text released (7 October) by the Lutheran World 
Federation, World Council of Churches, and World YWCA.] 


EPS 89.10.141 ::: Thirty years ago, on 10 December 1959, the women of 
Namibia demonstrated outside the South African administration headquarters in 
the capital Windhoek to reinforce their demands for a free Namibia by the 
support of the United Nations. Many of the women were killed when the South 


African police opened fire on them. 


Sustained by faith and courage the women of Namibia have continued to struggle 
for their freedom and self-rule, and on that day, 10 December, their 
commitments to change, justice and peace are renewed as they celebrate the 
Namibia Women's Day. 


When 10 December will be remembered this year, 1989, we pray and hope with the 
women of Namibia that their efforts and struggles during these thirty years 
will have given birth to an independent and free Namibia to be founded on 
justice, equality and peace. We therefore write to you, our sisters in the 
worldwide ecumenical movement, to ask you to accompany the women of Namibia in 
prayers and actions during this crucial period of change in their history. 


Many of the reports we at present hear from Namibia are alarming. Violence 
seems to increase as the process towards independence and elections in 
November 1989, is becoming tense and conflictful. 


The influence of South Africa in the election process is remarkably strong in 
registration procedures, military/police activities and in the collaboration 
with some of the political groups registered for the November election. The 
situation is captured in the words of the Lutheran pastor Zephania Kameeta: 
'It is hard work to become free when it is Pharaoh who is leading the Exodus'. 


It is in consideration of this context we are asking you to pray with the 
women of Namibia. We ask you to pray with them for courage and fearless faith 
in the spirit of Shiphrah and Puah (Exodus, chapters 1-2) who for the sake of 
their trust in God set life and justice before any pharaonic orders. Pray, 


that they can provide an alternative leadership based on fearless commitment 
to justice and peace. 


Rev. Emma Mp. Shimbuli Mujoro, a member of the Women's Advisory Committee of 
the Lutheran World Federation, writes on 3 October 1989: 


‘The Namibian women who have been crying, harassed and tortured for many 
years, are nowadays seeing light at the end of the tunnel as the historic 
moment is drawing near. The coming election in November 1989 holds really a 
moment of new beginning and era for the mothers of Namibia. For them, it is 


not a question of another government of people's rule, but it is dawning of a 
new era that holds genuine change and future.' 


0 God of Life and Justice, forgive us our sins, and restore in us the ability 
to create human and just relationships among all peoples of the earth. We 
give you thanks for the women of Namibia, and for their fearless midwifery of 
bringing a new era into being. We know that their hearts sometimes are torn 
apart in pain and anguish caused by political tensions, divisons, and 
injustices in their midst. We ask your Comforting Spirit to console their 
hearts that they will continue to be the healers of the nation. ... [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: 'Latin American Ecumenical Statement on Panama’ 


[This statement was released by the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) 
before the recent coup attempt in Panama. It was approved at a CLAI meeting 
in Heredia (Costa Rica) 6-9 September. 


Also at the meeting, the committee decided to send observers to Nicaragua in 
connection with elections there next February, and to help Salvadoran refugees 
who decide to return home from camps in Honduras. 


Those were among several decisions taken to support efforts of five Central 
American presidents to bring peace to their region. 


One of the five, Costa Rican President Oscar Arias, received a CLAI delegation 
during the meeting. ] 


EPS 89.10.142 ::: The Executive Committee and the members of the secretariat 
of ... CLAI, ... echoing the concern of its Panamanian member churches, deem 
it necessary to make known its thinking in regard to the critical situation 
experienced by the fraternal people of Panama, to the public opinion, rulers 
and churches of our continent. 


As We affirm, once again, the inalienable right of the Panamanian people to 
their self-determination, even at the risk of committing serious mistakes, as 
have been committed and continue to be committed also by the biggest powers on 
earth. 


¥ 15 We affirm the right of the Panamanian people to the recovery of the 
integrity of their territory and that the clauses of the Torrijos—Carter 
treaty - so many times violated by US administrations - be respected. 


Br We vigorously reject all forms of intervention in or threats in regard to 
the life of the long-suffering Panamanian people by the government of the 
United States of America, that go from economic measures to military pressures 
of varying intensity. 


4. We exhort the governments of Latin America not to abandon the fraternal 
Republic of Panama in such a critical situation, and not to betray the cause 
of unity and independence of the great Latin American fatherland, under the 
overt diplomatic and economic pressures exercised by the Northern government. 


+k We exhort the people and the government of Panama - with the perseverant 
mediation of the Organization of American states and/or the United Nations - 
to provide for the respect of the dignity and rights of all its citizens, for 
the restitution of its democratic institutions and _ the convoking of 
unobjectionable elections that will permit a clear expression of the will of 
the people. 


For these and other reasons that contribute towards the triumph of justice and 
peace in all of the Central American territory, we join the churches in Panama 
‘in prayer and persevering labour, until its just cause prevail over all evil 
strategems. 


Based in the word of God who is ever-lasting, we affirm: 'The Lord is king 
for ever, who has made fast His throne for judgment; He will judge the world 
with justice and will pronounce just sentence over all the peoples. The Lord 
protects the oppressed, He protects them in time of distress.' [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Statement on Visit to Japan' 


[This text was released at the conclusion of an ecumenical visit to Japn (7-14 
October) arranged by the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of 
Churches. Team members came from Brazil, Bahamas, and Peru. They were 
accompanied by PCR Director N. Barney Pityana, and two Japanese members of the 
PCR commission. During its visit, the group attended the fourth Consultation 
of Discriminated Minorities in Japan, in Kochi, 8-10 October. Japanese 
minorities represented there were Koreans, Ainu, Kurakumin, and Okinawans.] 


EPS 89.10.143 ::: ... Our visit of solidarity with Japanese racial 
minorities who are victims of discrimination has convinced us that the pain of 
suffering Japan can no longer be ignored. Japan has become a very important 
economic and industrial nation. She has the potential to play an important 
role in international affairs. But her prestige can best be judged by the 
extent to which she ensures justice and the equality of all her citizens and 
upholds human rights for all including resident aliens. 


... Wherever we went, we were told stories of discrimination and racial 
oppression. We could understand the pain of those whose land has been taken 
away from them like the Ainu and the Okinawans. We recognized how deeply 
offensive it must be to be investigated before marriage in order to reject the 
worthiness and self-esteem of the Burakumin. We felt the deep distress which 
the aliens law [requiring fingerprinting] has caused to the Koreans in Japan. 


In Okinawa we saw how all-pervasive and oppressive the American military 
occupation was. ... At Hokkaido we heard how the Nibutani Dam Project 
constituted a breach of trust. ... Compulsory expropriation even with 
compensation does not satisfy the Ainu's quest for land which is necessary to 
sustain life, for fishing and hunting. ... Japan's minorities demand the 
basic right to live according to their culture and for their children to be 
taught their own languages in schools. 


We shall do our best to campaign at international level for the support of the 
struggles of Japan's discriminated minorities. 


We call upon the government of Japan to recognise the cultural diversity of 
this nation so that the society can be enriched by the cultures of all the 
Japanese. The myth of a homogeneous Japan is offensive to many. 


We plead that the Nationality Law, which provides for the fingerprinting of 
aliens, should be repealed. 


We believe that the establishment of an authority to investigate 
discrimination, declared an offence in law, would go a long way towards 


building up confidence and would encourage tolerance and healthy race 
relations. 


We urge that the Nibutani Dam Project be suspended pending a judicial review 


on the extent to which it is in breach of Japan's legal and constitutional 
responsibilities to the Ainu people. 


We were heartened to observe the spirit of resistance among those people we 
met. We were also pleased to see that there were many Japanese people who 
believed that these causes were worthy of support by all self-respecting 
Japanese. These efforts should be met with goodwill on the part of the 


government. We return to our countries filled with hope that Japan will 
change course and will uphold justice and human rights..... tee 
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ECUVIEW: 'The Recent DDR Evangelical Synod' (by Neues Deutschland) 


[Neues Deutschland is the principal official newspaper in the DDR (East 
Germany). This English-language summary of its comments on the meeting last 
month in Eisenach of the DDR Lutheran-United synod (EPS 89.10.18) was 
distributed by UK-based Keston College in its news service (5 October).] 


EPS 89.10.144 ::: ... Naturally enough, the manipulators of West German mass 
opinion had not the slightest, concern for religious problems or church affairs. 


Their aim in travelling to Eisenach was to carry on the campaign, with the 
support of the whole arsenal of cold war weaponry, against the socialist world 
in general and the DDR in particular. 


Hence the 'front line despatches’ from Eisenach, which convey nothing at all 
of the atmosphere of a church gathering. They are rather reminiscent of the 
greater German staff conferences, which took place a generation ago to 
formulate ... plans for the restoration of capitalism in the DDR. 


As the West German media reports make plain, the old brew has been served up 
again at Eisenach -— and indeed at a church fiPtes gi All the old rubbish is 
being produced afresh. 


In four decades our enemies, in spite of all their efforts, have failed to 
overthrow socialism, the power of workers and peasants on German soil. This 
aim is now to be achieved by ‘economic reforms’. 


Attitudes which challenge our accepted policies, backed unanimously by 
responsible citizens, are to be represented by an organized opposition. 


Western reports from the synod represent in the last analysis a catalogue of 
measures that would turn the DDR into a capitalist state and lay it open to 
forcible ‘reunion’. 


Of course, nothing will come of this scheme. We have not built up our 
nationally-owned exploitation. We do not need the pluralistic media-—based 
policies of capitalism, because we must steer clear of evils like mass 
unemployment, homelessness, and drug-trafficking. 


Our wide range of non-fascist parties is all we need for the full development 
of our socialist society. What we need is the participation of active 
citizens of all classes and sectors of the population, who are prepared to 
carry on the work of building socialism, and to cooperate with all others in 
solving the problems which confront us. 


It is an excellent thing that there are many Christians and Jews among those 
who give active help in this way. 


The big question that arises when considering the long catalogue of Western 
reports is this. What has all this to do with the affairs of the church? 
And especially, what have these dangerous and totally unrealistic slogans to 
do with the ‘church in socialist society'? 


Would it not be much better to keep to the sensible and useful agreements 
concluded between church and state in 1978, which were confirmed at the time 
of the recent reconsecration of the [Lutheran] cathedral at Greifswald? [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: ‘Christian Communication Today' (by Emilio Castro) 


EPS 89.10.145 ::: ... Christian communication has Jesus Christ as its a 
priori. It tries to tell the old story; it lives on the strength of that 
story; it confesses its a priori. ... Christian communicators ... [admit and 


proclaim] their a priori, their point of departure, their basic reference. 


The specific contribution which Christian communication has brought to the 
world is the name of Jesus Christ. We have no other contribution. Is this 
sectarianism? Is it imperialism? Perhaps it is; it has been so in the past. 
But perspectives, lines of conduct and fundamental values have emerged from 
God's communication in Jesus Christ and these should help us to check these 
imperialist tendencies and devote ourselves instead to the service of the 
human community as a whole. ... 


Communication between human beings is part of a spiritual dynamic which is 
wider than humanity. It indicates that at the very centre of all reality there 
is a dimension of liberty, spirituality and awareness which is a basis for our 
callingwvevs 


In Jesus Christ we have the key to understanding a communication of. love 
offered in the powerlessness of the cross, that appeals from the cross to the 
depths of human consciousness. No display of power is called for; on the 
contrary it is our rejection of all manipulative stratagems that permits an 
invitation to exercise freedom. 


This is the divine methodology of communication which we must always keep 
before us to be sure that our work does not become proselytism or propaganda. 
The community we wish to create must respect freedom, spirituality, beauty, 
mystery — to sum up, the cultural potential of human beings. 


It is the privilege of a communicator to participate in this divine dynamic 
which does not allow us to accept pressure from censorship or established 
interests. It is an invitation to take part in a continuous struggle to 


affirm the sacred character of our calling in the midst of ambiguities and 
everyday routine. 


Everything may seem dark, may breed pessimism, but communion — communication —- 
which knows itself to be carrying on the action that God supports, preserves 
and encourages. Someone is listening and answering. Our task is not simply 
technical. It has spiritual depth; it is founded on the very nature of God. 


Of course there are communicators who are secular, or who have religious 
foundations which differ from ours, but insofar as they open up the dimensions 
of freedom, mystery, and hope, they show that their inspiration is 


characterized by the dynamic of God himself, and we are genuine allies in the 
struggle for the creation of community. 


All honour to journalists who devote their lives to struggling against every 
tyranny .... Honour also to those who perhaps never gain a mention in the 
very media through which they serve, but who do not capitulate to routine and 


repetition, and keep before them the standards of a calling the purpose of 
which is to upbuild humanity. ... [EPS] 


[Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from the prepared text of his sermon preached at the opening of the 


World Congress of the World Association for Christian Communication, which 
took place in Manila, 15-19 October (EPS 89.10.59,98).] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'House Rules for a European Common Home' (by Jean Fischer) 


EPS 89.10.146 ::: ... Yesterday, we were assembled in Trinity [Lutheran] 
church in Warsaw, 50 years after the beginning of World War II, to remember 
the death, the suffering, the mourning, the crimes, and the destruction of war 
and to remember, in particular, the tragic fate of the people of Poland and 
its many victims of this war. 


We came together, from all corners of Europe, East and West, as an act of 
penitence and reconciliation, to ask the new generations to keep in their 
memories the tragedies that hatred can produce, to commit ourselves anew to 
work for peace and to do everything in our power that there should be no war 
again, anywhere in the world. 


I speak on behalf of the Conference of European Churches, a fellowship of 120 
member churches in all countries of the European continent (except Albania) 
representing well over 250 million Christians in Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Orthodox, Reformed, Old Catholic and Evangelical churches. This 
fellowship, born after World War II, is built on the common desire of the 
churches and Christians of Europe to live in peace and to promote justice and 
reconciliation. ... 


We salute the growing desire to overcome divisions in Europe, both between and 
within the countries, the slow but steady progress and success of the CSCE [= 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe], and the implementation of 
the provisions of the Helsinki Final Act, in all baskets and especially those 
concerning the ‘human' dimension of the Helsinki Final Act. 


As we reflect about the future of Europe, we are stimulated by the image of a 
common European home, recalling not only the common history, but also the 
common destiny and the common cultural heritage and values that we share. 
Europe for us cannot be limited to a part of the continent, it is not 
acceptable that some parts of it should be in deterioration while others shine 
in opulence and luxury. We therefore attempted to establish the very 
beginning of the ‘house rules' which should prevail in this European common 
home for which we strive: 


- the principle of equality of all who live there whether strong or weak; 

- the recognition of such values as freedom, justice, tolerance, solidarity 
and democratic participation; 

- a positive attitude towards those who follow different religions, are of 
different cultures and hold different world views; 

- an open house, enabling the many personal contacts, exchanges among peoples 
and ideas, open to strangers and refugees, open towards other continents; 

- using the practice of dialogue for resolving conflicts without violence. 


We are aware of the process in Poland which is moving forward towards such 
goals. We want therefore to express our gratitude and our admiration for the 
people of Poland, for its steady efforts and perseverance in building a new 
society which will give hope not only to the inhabitants of this land, but to 
many in Europe and the world for whom the courage and endurance of the Polish 
people is an example. ... [EPS] 


[Fischer is general secretary of the Conference of European Churches. This is 
excerpted from his remarks in Warsaw (18 September) during a meeting with 
Polish President Wojciech Jaruselski, in connection with a gathering convened 
by the Polish Ecumenical Council to mark the 50th anniversary of the beginning 
of World War II.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'The New Situation in Europe’ (by Jean Fischer) 


[Fischer is general secretary of the Conference of European Churches. This is 
excerpted from his report to the meeting in Nyborg (Denmark), 18-24 October, 
of the CEC Presidium and Advisory Committee.] 


EPS 89.10.147 ::: ... CEC has been actively campaigning against the division 
of Europe into two ideological blocs, and we are now experiencing the 
breakdown of this ideological division. The iron curtain ... has been 


dismantled; the process of democratisation is engaged in several countries. 


We can affirm that the success of the Helsinki process is being felt in many 
fields, among others in the area referred to as ‘the human dimension’ of the 
CSCE [Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe] which includes, in 
particular, religious liberty and freedom of conscience, human contacts, and 
human rights. 


We also observe strong resistance to changes which lead to a radicalisation of 
dictatorial powers exercised by parties, or dynasties, in some cases, and we 
observe with concern the massive movements of peoples unleashed by the 
changes. The example of China and now the DDR [East Germany], shows that 
reactions to change can lead to cruel and violent actions by parties in power. 


... The economic stagnation and disorganization in several countries affecting 
the availability of food and basic consumer goods, etc. has achieved what none 
of the Helsinki Final Act baskets could have guaranteed, namely the setting in 
motion of a process of democratisation with the results that we observe in 
Poland, Hungary and in the Soviet Union. But we must be aware of the dangers 
of a situation in which the forces of economy and finance organized at 
multinational level escape the democratic control of the political power, 
still largely nationally organized, leaving thus a free hand to the ‘market’ 
and its exclusive interests. 


The changes result also from a deep aspiration of the new generation to 
participate in decisions that will shape their future and that of their 
children rather than to continue to be subjected to the doctrinal convictions 
of political leaders and powers that may have been able to deal with some 
social problems, with some success, but have completely failed to solve the 
human problem and the claim for freedom and participation with dignity. 


We are now at a point where it becomes more and more difficult to continue to 
use the vocabulary of the past, and we should certainly not perpetuate in our 
language, the categories and terminologies that reflected the European 
division into two seemingly coherent monolithic ideological blocs. It is 
hardly possible anymore to speak of East and West. Although Nato and the 
Warsaw Alliance still exist, the new geography of Europe is calling for new 
denominations reflecting largely both economic and democratic choices. 


There is a danger though, that many in this [western] part of Europe might 
jump to conclusions and proudly affirm that, the socialist states have failed 
and that from now on the model for Europe should simply be the liberal 
capitalist one. It has not been proved yet that the liberal society has 
found the solution. It may have produced material results, for some, in the 
society, but economic success does not mean that the human problem has found a 
Satisfactory answer. We are not blind to the fact that some 15 millions are 
unemployed in the EEC countries, nor to the seriousness of the 'new poverty' 
and to the problems of the young peoples, many of whom cross borders not with 


their feet, but with drugs, because they have not discovered other countries 
to which they could go and live better. ... [EPS] 
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Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
situation report #5 (20 October) on ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka. 
situation report #3 (23 October) on Senegal/Mauritania conflict. 
situation report #6 (20 October) on the December 1987 Armenia earthquake. 
situation report #2 (26 October) on the 1989 floods in India. 


The WCC is looking for audiovisual material on themes related to justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC), in connection with preparation 
of a catalogue of such material. Write Andrée Durand, WCC/Communication, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


New from the World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva): The 
Palestinian Situation by Sarah Graham-Brown. 


The new (October) issue of the WCC Photo Oikoumene catalogue features 
pictures from Namibia. A copy is available from the WCC/Communication, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The John Knox House Association (27 Créts-de-Pregny, CH-1218 Le Grand- 
Saconnex, Switzerland) has reprinted ‘Concrete Ecumenical Experiences', a 
1958 lecture by Madeleine Barot, to mark her 80th birthday and the 50th 
anniversary of the French ecumenical aid organization CIMADE, of which she was 
the first general secretary. 


The new (September) issue of Reformed World, journal of the World Alliance of 


Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2), focuses on the WARC General 
Council last August in Seoul. 


Under the auspices of the Council of Churches in Namibia, Churches 
Information and Monitoring Service (Box 60196, Hans Uirab Street, Katutura 
9000, Namibia; phone: -==-61/217.441; fax: ==-61/217.444) is providing 
information on the transition to independence of Namibia. 


Theme of the current (October) issue of the WCC bimonthly Contact is 


"breastfeeding for life'. A copy is available from WCC/CMC, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
FIJI: METHODIST YOUTH ATTACK MOSQUE, TEMPLES 


EPS 89.11.01 ::: Within 22 minutes, a group of Methodist young people set 
fire (15 October) to three temples (two Hindu, one Sikh) and a mosque in 
Lautoka, the second largest urban area in the Pacific island nation of Fiji. 


The arson followed an all-night prayer meeting. Police arrested 18 Bible- 
carrying youth. One witness said they were singing hymns during the burning. 


Iwo of the temples were extensively damaged. Two days later, a Methodist 
church in Lautoka was fire-bombed, but quick action by nearby residents and 
fire fighters prevented serious damage. In another development, police were 
investigating the disappearance of statues from two other Hindu temples. 


Methodism is the main form of Christianity in Fiji, whose population of about 
770,000 is roughly equally divided between ethnic Fijians and ethnic Indians. 
Most of the former are Christians, most of the latter Hindus. 


Methodist President Josateki Koroi said that ‘while there may be elements’ 
within Fijian Methodism 'bent on such activities, the [Methodist] church 
denies any knowledge of the incident, nor did it give any directive for such 
acts of sacrilege to be carried out'. 


He said what the 18 are charged with 'cannot be regarded as from those who 
believe in the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ', and ‘any activities where 
the rights of others are abused, violated, and trodden upon, especially in the 
mame of the church, are not Christian and cannot be condoned'. On behalf of 
Fiji Methodists, he offered 'the hands of reconciliation and sympathy to those 
who have suffered’. 


Paula Niukula, a Methodist district superintendent, called those who set the 
fires ‘misguided .... All this is clear evidence of the infiltration of an 
alien element and influence into our area of the Methodist church', he said. 


President Aisake Kunanitu of the Evangelical Fellowship of Fiji said that his 
organization joins others in 'deploring and condemning the unexpected action 
of a few of our people'. He added that while 'we uphold and cannot compromise 
with our faith and belief in Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation ... we 
do not believe and cannot condone the idea of forcing and persuading people to 
accept Christ or Christianity through violent or other like unbiblical means'. 


In Geneva, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
condemned the attacks. Castro, a Methodist pastor from Uruguay, said 'the 
churches have a special responsibility to respect the sanctity of all places 
of worship'. He added that ‘the council hopes that the churches in Fiji will 
take initiatives for communal harmony and multi-racial cooperation'. 


Kenyan Methodist Bishop Lawi Imathiu, chairman of the World Methodist Council, 
said 'Methodists ... respect ... property and human beings. We deplore these 
acts, for they contradict Methodist belief and practice.' 


WMC General Secretary Joe Hale said reports that the attacks were part of an 
‘orchestrated programme' of Fiji Methodist youth are hard to believe, because 
that is ‘out of character' with multi-racial Fijian Methodism, whose many 
schools are attended by students who belong to other religions. ‘Wherever the 
responsibility rests', Hale said, ‘acts of destroying property sacred to 
persons of faith is repugnant to Christians who follow the rule of love laid 
down by Jesus in the New Testament.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUMENICAL ANTI-RACISM GROUP REVIEWS WORK, ISSUES 


EPS 89.11.02 ::: Caste oppression, racial discrimination, and conflicts in 
Asia loomed large in the deliberations of the 28-member commission of the 
Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) of the World Council of Churches, as it met 
in Madras (India) for a week last month (18-25 October). 


PCR Director N. Barney Pityana said the group was ‘confronted with the 
rejection and oppression which Dalit ['untouchable'] people face every day of 
their lives. Tragically', he added, 'Dalits who become Christian, seeking a 
recognition of their dignity and worth within the gospel of Jesus Christ, find 
themselves also oppressed by the churches.' 


The commission pledged itself to extend links with Dalit groups, to help bring 
their situation to international attention, and to support their struggle. 


After receiving eye-witness reports on the situation in Sri Lanka from four 
commissioners who visited there in advance of its meeting, the commission said 
PCR must do everything possible to alert the world to conditions there. 


Also on the commission agenda was a discussion of the theological foundations 
for the struggle of the church for racial justice. 


In a discussion of appropriate ways of affirming the identity, culture, and 
sovereignty of indigenous people, the commission was 'painfully aware of the 
complicity of the churches in their suffering, the suppression of their 
cultures, denial of their rights, and abuse of their traditional spirituality’. 


Reviewing PCR support of the struggle against apartheid in southern Africa, 
the group expressed support for recent statements on South Africa from 
Commonwealth heads of government and a committee of the Organization of 
African Unity. 


It also reiterated its call for the isolation of South Africa by imposition of 
strengthened and extended economic sanctions, and urged church leaders and 
academics to avoid trips to South Africa unless at the specific request of the 
South African Council of Churches or liberation movements. 


Looking forward to the WCC Seventh Assembly, in February 1991 in Australia, 
the commission said that the gathering ‘must be an affirmative event for the 
Struggles and aspirations of the Aboriginal people’. It welcomed increased 
attention being given to the issue of land rights for indigenous people, and 
said PCR would continue its support of land-rights movements. 


Recalling a WCC-sponsored consultation earlier this year on land rights, PCR 
Moderator Annie Jiagge (Ghana) suggested that a state of emergency may need to 
be declared in connection with the survival and status of indigenous peoples. 
She referred in particular to the negative impact of tourism on them. 


The commission decided to call a 200-person consultation next April to discuss 
racism in Europe, particularly in light of further steps planned by the end of 
1992 to bring together the 12 nations of the European Community. 


In the light of what Pityana described as "the rising tide of racism, 
particularly in Western Europe and North America', the commission called for a 


‘fully-fledged unit committed to racial justice' in any revised WCC 
organizational arrangements. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ROMANIA: CIVIL COURTS INVOLVED IN TWO CHURCH CASES 


EPS 89.11.03 ::: In Romania, Reformed Bishop Ldsl6 Papp is trying to have 
Reformed Pastor Laszl6 Tokés removed from the parsonage of his parish in 
Timisoara. With support from parishioners, Téokés last April refused a 
transfer by Papp to another parish. Papp and the other Reformed bishop in 
Romania, Gyula Nagy, later declared that Tokés has ‘violated the laws of the 
church and the state', and thus dismissed himself as a pastor. 


Tokés is known as an outspoken opponent of government policies said to 
adversely affect ethnic Hungarians and other minorities in Romania [EPS 
89.08.80]. 


The leadership of the Reformed Church in Hungary sent Papp a telegram urging 
him to protect Tokés, as did the leadership of the Federation of Protestant 
[Reformed and Methodist] Churches in Switzerland. It also urged Papp to 
"become actively involved in the defence of freedom of opinion'. The Europe 
office of the Presbyterian Church USA sent a message in support of human 
rights for Tokés to the government minister of church affairs. 


In another court case, UK-based Keston News Service reports that four Baptists 
received sentences of ‘punishment at work' ranging from one year to two years 
and eight months in connection with the demolition of a Baptist church in 
Comanesti last May. The sentencing came last month (5 October). 


"Punishment at work' means from 15 to 50 percent of wages may be deducted as a 
fine. Apart from attending work, those convicted are under house arrest. 


The Romanian authorities said the church was built without permission. The 
four - Nicolae Iacob, Valentin Rusu, Mihai Cretu, and Gheorghe Iacobuta - were 
charged with using stolen materials to build it. [EPS] 


ROMAN CATHOLIC JOURNALISTS: BAPTISM AUTHORISES OUR WORK 


EPS 89.11.04 ::: It is baptism and confirmation, rather than special church 
authorisation, which gives church journalists their right to do their work. 
That is the gist of a resolution adopted by the assembly in Ruhpolding, FRG 
(West Germany), of the International Union of Catholic Press (UCIP), 16-22 
October. 


At least one Roman Catholic bishop in Austria has proposed that some church 
journalists be required to have an authorisation from the hierarchy for their 
work, in the way some Roman Catholic theologians must have such a mandate in 
order to hold certain teaching posts. 


The assembly, held every three years, attracted about 600 journalists from 78 
countries. It focused on creativity, responsibility, and new technology. 


First World speakers noted the cost effectiveness of new techonology, but 
Third World speakers pointed to many difficulties new technology creates in 
their countries. They challenged colleagues in industrial countries to join 
them in overcoming such difficulties. 


Also at the assembly, the Network of Young Catholic Journalists expressed a 
concern for press freedom and protection of journalists around the world from 
threats to their lives and livelihood. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
CSSR: CHURCH PEOPLE MAKE CONSTITUTION PROPOSALS 


EPS 89.11.05 ::: The annual conference of CSSR (Czechoslovak) Baptists (in 
Prague, 13-14 October) offered several proposals to government officials 
drafting a new CSSR constitution. These include equal rights for all church 
bodies, an end to discrimination against Baptist children in state schools, 
alternatives to military service, and an end to capital punishment. ; 


While endorsing sex education in schools, the Baptists opposed current CSSR 
laws which hardly restrict abortion. They also said Christians should be able 
to study to be teachers, and should have broadcasting access. . 


Meanwhile, in response to a letter from Frantisek Tomasek, the Roman Catholic 
cardinal archbishop of Prague, the government has invited him or one of his 
colleagues to participate in the commission drafting the new constitution. In 
a pastoral letter, Tomdsek welcomed the invitation, seeing it as the beginning 
of a church-state dialogue. 


The archbishop said the new constitution should respect the personal worth of 
each individual, there should not be a Marxist monopoly on eduation, and all 
denominations must be allowed to effectively govern themselves. [EPS] 


MIDDLE EAST: ECUMENICAL MEETINGS CONSIDER SERVICE, WITNESS 


EPS 89.11.06 ::: Issues of service and witness in the Middle East were taken 
up during a series of ecumenical meetings in Limassol (Cyprus), 9-14 October. 
Participants focused on work of the Middle East Council of Churches, its 
emergency and rehabilitation programme in Lebanon (ERR), and its programme of 
support to Palestinians (DSPR). 


Representatives of the World Council of Churches and more than a dozen other 
partner bodies based outside the region attended the sessions, which included 


a review of issues of Christian witness, justice, human rights, and interfaith 
relations in the region. 


Reporting on Lebanon, ERR staff said that despite increased fighting, ERR is 
able through its field offices to serve different communities throughout the 
country. Staff said the massive destruction of housing in Lebanon means that 
substantial aid is required before winter comes. 


During discussions on Palestine, two papers were presented on the intifada 
(the nearly two-year-old uprising against Israeli occupation). People at the 
meeting protested Israeli actions against residents of Beit Sahour, whose 
residents are withholding taxes to protest the occupation. 


They said the ‘excessive use of force and confiscation of property serves only 
Be heighten existing tension', and that Israeli actions in Beit Sahour raise 
new questions about the occupation of Palestinian territory’. 


The DSPR discussions included what was described as a 'frank exchange’ on the 
need to make it more ‘in tune with the changing situation'. Later, the DSPR 
board said it would explore what were described as ‘some strategic changes in 
the technical and administrative aspects of the programme’. 


The DSPR budget is roughly 2.7 million US dollars per year, that of ERR 1.5 
million, and that for the rest of MECC 500 000. Another ecumenical programme 
in the region, for Egypt, has a budget of about 1.3 million. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
MANILA DECLARATION CRITIQUES JOURNALISM 


EPS 89.11.07 ::: In the wake of an ecumenical congress in Manila of more 
than 450 people from about 80 countries, a declaration on ‘communication and 
community' has been released. The gathering (15-19 October) was sponsored by 
the London-based World Association for Christian Communication [EPS 
89.10.59,98; 11.08]. 


The declaration expresses 'deep respect for and full solidarity’ with 
‘communication professionals and other cultural workers' who are ‘persecuted 
or even killed for telling the truth'. On the other hand, it ‘regrets the 
preoccupation of many journalists with the politically and economically mighty 
while neglecting the efforts of people's movements for freedom and justice’. 


Also, ‘regrettably, advocacy journalism is scorned by many professionals. Yet 
is has done well in serving the struggle for human rights, environmental 
protection, and the exercise of people's power'. 


Summing up 'the responsibility of communication workers', the declaration says 
"ultimately, Christian communicators have no other option but to throw in 
their lot with the poor, oppressed, and marginalised who are the hallmark of 
God's communication'. 


It calls communication, 'God's unique gift to humankind', a ‘crucial issue for 
the 1990s and for the future of humankind. It can lead to either 
reconciliation or destruction. It can bring knowledge, truth, and 
inspiration, or withhold knowledge and spread disinformation and lies.' 


Congress participants, ‘committed to the vision of democratic communication, 
are anxious to enter into a new phase of dialogue with related organizations 
and all people of good will to achieve a common understanding of communication 
in the service of free, just, and peaceful communities at the local and 
international levels.' 


Referring to ‘militarism, racism, apartheid, sexism, the debt burden, the 
consumption of the few and the misery of the many', the text Says that 
underlying these 'problems is the urge for exploitation which has poisoned the 
cultural ethos and the natural environment’. 


It 'commits' congress participants to the ‘ecumenical programme for justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation' (JPIC) as a 'positive response to this 
exploitation of the natural and human environment'. 


Observing that 'the people are victims of media power and are treated more and 
more as objects rather than subjects', the declaration says ‘great efforts are 
required to reverse this trend. ... Churches should democratise their own 
media. They and other social institutions should give priority to media which 
the people can control and through which they can speak.' 


The text describes congress participants as 'media professionals, grassroots 
_activists, teachers, and communication researchers'. Among major issues and 
questions debated and discussed during the meeting were ‘participation, 
people's culture, liberation, and the duty of prophecy’. 


The group also issued a statement on South Africa, expressing ‘solidarity with 
our South African colleagues working in and for alternative democratic media 
«+e. We call on media workers in all parts of the world to increase their 
coverage of South Africa and expose the evils of the apartheid system.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUMENICAL EXPERTS OFFER VARIETY OF COMMUNICATION VIEWS 


EPS 89.11.08 ::: Experts in different aspects of communication offered a 
variety of perspectives at an ecumenical congress in Manila last month (15-19 
October) sponsored by the London-based World Association for Christian 


Communication. 


British broadcaster Pauline Webb warned that ‘increasingly, the people become 
the receivers and the multinationals possess the transmitters'. She called on 
communicators to be links among various cultures, and to tap the reserves of 
‘universal humanity' all people share. 


US television expert George Gerbner said tv has ‘commodified' culture so much 
that those with media power censor and suppress ideas which do not fit into 
their commercial formula. Also, he said, tv has bred a sense of insecurity, 
fear, and dependence among more unreflective viewers. 


Argentine theologian José Miguez-Bonino said cultural dictators and exploiters 
have used mass media to create illusions of ‘arbitrary omnipotence’ and 
‘assurances of prosperity'. 


Herbert Schiller, a US expert on mass media systems and their effect on 
societies, said modern ‘communications exercise complete control of the way we 
understand our own reality’. As a result, he said, ideas of ‘community" and 
‘public assembly' have receded. "But the vast communication apparatus is 
contributing to its own demise', he predicted. 


Musimbi Kanyoro, executive secretary for women in church and society at the 
Lutheran World Federation, stressed the role of communication in ‘giving the 
people a platform to cry to God'. She said the ‘silence of the church in the 
face of those screaming for help is nothing other than disobedience to God and 
to the prophetic call of the Christian community’, she warned. 


Indian journalist Boobli George Verghese called for caution as efforts are 
made to develop India and other Third World nations. That is because ‘the 
whole process of modernization, of development and change, calls for 
awareness, access and participation. It could entail a search for identity in 
a fast-changing milieu, and fighting off alienation and rootlessness.' 


Allan Kirton, general secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, said 
communication and neutrality are a contradiction in terms. 'Those in control 
of the world economically, socially, and culturally have so wrapped up life 
and culture in demonic ideology that to plea for neutrality usually amounts to 


affirming the status quo', which is neither neutral nor lacking in value', he 
observed. 


He concluded that 'if the communication enterprise does have a pivotal role to 
play in the creation of community, it must itself be transformed. ... Christ 
calls the people of God to use the communications enterprise to bring to birth 
and to nourish a new society in which justice, peace, and truth prevail’. 


The congress programme also included a variety of interest groups. They 
covered such subjects as communication § and theology, women and media 
communications activism, the future of the book, film as a change agent, 
alternative journalism, mass media and education, mass media and ev ate eld sit, 
ae in communication research, popular theatre and comic art, and proposals 
or a new world information and communication order. There were also several 


regional presentations and visits to 
Philippines. [EPS] ’ communications efforts in the 
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MOZAMBIQUE: MISSION GROUP WITH MILITARY LINKS ARRESTED (by Steve Askin) 


EPS 89.11.09 ::: A South African military man with a long history of service 
in apartheid armies was arrested last month in Mozambique. He was leading a 
group associated with the US-based Christian Emergency Relief Team (CERT), of 
Carlsbad, California. 


Mozambique soldiers arrested Peter Hammond and seven others after the group 
allegedly entered Mozambique illegally to link-up with the South Africa-— 
backed, anti-government group Renamo. 


Hammond heads Cape Town-based 'Frontline Fellowship', which he formed in the 
early 1980s as a prayer group for South African soldiers who, he says, wanted 
to ‘take Bibles into Angola' during their cross-border raids against that 
country from Namibia. He later studied at a South African Baptist Bible school. 


According to Frontline Fellowship literature, Hammond also served in the army 
of white-ruled Rhodesia, which fought unsuccessfully until 1980 to block 
establishment of black-majority rule in the country now known as Zimbabwe. 


CERT says its group was 'providing medical and dental care and assistance' for 
civilians. Barbara Daughtery, whose husband Kenneth was among those arrested, 
told the San Diego (California) Union newspaper, ‘I knew there were communist 
forces in the area ... but I never thought he would be in any danger'. 


Mozambique says the eight were captured while travelling with Renamo forces, 
after illegally entering Tete province. 


Hammond's background casts strong doubt on any claim that theirs was a purely 
religious or humanitarian mission. His publication, ‘Frontline Fellowship 
News', puts strong emphasis on his group's deep military connections and 
background. 


Since 1984, Hammond has made several visits to Mozambique. That year, he rode 
his motorcycle from South Africa to Maputo, the Mozambican capital, and tried 
to involve pastors of several mainline churches in an evangelical crusade. 


Mozambican church leaders who talked with Hammond then say he quickly turned 
the conversation away from spiritual matters and towards military questions. 
One Maputo pastor says he became wary when Hammond started asking detailed 
questions about the Mozambican army. 


Later, Hammond made a series of clandestine visits to Mozambique, travelling 
extensively with Renamo. In 1986, he issued a report charging that Mozambican 
Soldiers were guilty of massive atrocities against unarmed civilians. It was 
widely distributed in Europe, North America, and South Africa by some church 
and pro-Renamo groups. 


In 1987, US Ambassador to Mozambique Melissa Wells said she had carefully 
investigated Hammond's charges, found them to be without foundation, and 
concluded he was probably attributing to the government violent acts actually 
committed by Renamo. 


Despite the clear military character of the leader of the group, its 
evangelical connections could pose an awkward political problem for the 
Mozambican government. Over the past two years, Mozambican officials have 
sought improved relations with all denominations, and encouraged religious 
leaders to take a key role in seeking negotiations with Renamo. [EPS] 
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FIRST PACIFIC ECUMENICAL ROUNDTABLE HELD 


EPS 89.11.10 ::: For the first time, representatives of the Pacific 
Conference of Churches and several North American and Western European church 
agencies which support it and its programmes have met for roundtable 


discussions about their partnership. 


Hosted by the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches, the group met in Geneva (25-27 October). Besides PCC General 
Secretary Sione Motu'ahala, and colleagues responsible for finance, youth, and 
women, representatives of church agencies in Australia, France, the United 
States, Denmark, the United Kingdom, Netherlands, and Federal (West) Germany 
joined representatives of the World Council of Churches for the discussions. 


In a statement released afterwards, the 20 participants said they were 
'privileged to be part of the struggles of the peoples of the Pacific in our 
search together for true partnership in human development. 


'We reocgnise', they continued, ‘that the Pacific is a place of enormous 
importance', as ‘most of the world's political and economic powers have 
declared interest' there. 


They also noted the 'nuclear activities' such as testing of bombs and dumping 
of wastes in the region, island economies ‘vastly affected and dominated by 
outside forces', and ‘continuing struggles for self-determination' in such 
places as Palau (now a 'trust territory' of the United States), and New 
Caledonia (now an ‘overseas territory' of France). 


In terms of the church in the Pacific and its overseas partners, participants 
called for ‘recognition of our inter-dependence as a human family’, and 
‘commitment to partnership in witness and mission’. 


The latter ‘goes beyond money' to include commitments to ‘developing and 
deepening relationships through greater understanding and contact between 
people' and to ‘respecting traditional links of Pacific churches with others 
beyond the region' while ‘encouraging ecumenical sharing at all levels, 
national, regional, and international’. 


Participants called for ‘advocacy in the Pacific and other regions on issues 
relating to justice, peace, and integrity of creation’. 


They voiced their ‘common desire to confess and give witness to Jesus Christ, 


and to the ecumenical vision of the Kingdom [of God] which embraces humanity 
as well as the rest of creation’. 


The group also offered suggestions of specific ways to realise those 
commitments. 


PCC membership includes Methodist, Reformed, United, Disciples, Anglican, and 
Roman Catholic jurisdictions in 18 Pacific countries. Also members are the 


ecumenical councils in Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Fiji, Vanuatu, Tonga, and the 
Solomon Islands. 


The annual PCC budget is about 470 000 US dollars. Its headquarters is in 
Suva, the capital of Fiji. [EPS] 
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KENYA: TWO DENOMINATIONS ROW OVER PROPERTY OF THIRD 


EPS 89.11.11 ::: In the middle of last year, the government deregistered the 
Associated Christian Church of Kenya. At the end of the year, its former 
leaders signed an agreement with the Africa Inland Church. Under it, AIC took 
over former ACCK property and staff. 


But last September, saying AIC had broken the agreement, staff at the former 
ACCK headquarters in Kiwana (West Pokot) placed themselves and the property 
under the umbrella of the Anglican Diocese of Eldoret. Diocesan lawyers told 
AIC personnel to leave the Kiwana property before the end of October. 


AIC Bishop Ezekiel Birech replied that no amount of pressure, threat, or 
intimidation would make AIC leave. He also accused Alexander Muge, bishop of 
the Anglican diocese, of using ‘unorthodox methods' in trying to evict AIC. 


Muge replied by charging that in the past few years, AIC has taken over 66 
Anglican-sponsored schools and churches. He said AIC should stop acting as if 
it were a state church. (Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi is an AIC member.) 


The same day, Moi's office issued a statement accusing a deported ACCK 
missionary, Richard Scott Hamilton, of secretly returning to Kenya as a water 
engineer and working to set AIC and the Anglicans against one another, by 
trying to sell ACCK property and government boreholes. 


The statement said that in 1986 Hamilton and other missionaries illegally 
imported —- as ‘household goods' - air guns, mechanised bows and arrows, 
sophisticated radio equipment, military camouflage nets, and highly-detailed 
maps of parts of Kenya. It added that West Pokot people should be left alone 
to decide how to use former ACCK property, and warned against interference by 
Kenyans from other parts of the country or foreigners. 


Two other former ACCK missionaries, Leroy Hawn and Jane Hamilton, whom the 
government said had sneaked back into Kenya, were deported last month. Later, 
Moi's office said another former ACCK missionary, James Herbeling, who was 
deported last January, was arrested 11 October after having re-entered Kenya 
with a new passport. [EPS] 


CHURCH COALITION URGES EMBARGO ON ARMS TO MIDDLE EAST 
EPS 89.11.12 ::: Churches for Middle East Peace, a coalition of church 
bodies from a dozen traditions, is calling for a one-year moratorium on arms 
transfers to the Middle East. Methodist, Reformed (Presbyterian), Lutheran, 
Anglican (Episcopal), and Roman Catholic bodies are among those in the 
coalition. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: BOESAK CLARIFIES REPORTED SANCTIONS STATEMENT 

EPS 89.11.13 ::: President Allan Boesak of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, and five other anti-apartheid leaders in South Africa have issued a 
Statement to 'clarify' media reports that he has called for a six-month grace 
_ period in terms of imposing new sanctions against South Africa. The six say 
the Boesak statement was made only in the context of a hypothetical scenario 
in which the new government of President F.W. de Klerk 'met the short-term 
demands of the people that only require administrative action'. But, say the 
six, since de Klerk ‘has made no movement towards meeting the demands of the 
people, we ... reiterate our position that now is the time to increase the 
pressure against the apartheid regime on all fronts', including ‘the 
imposition of new sanctions and the tightening of existing sanctions'. [EPS] 
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REFORMED, MENNONITES REFLECT ON BAPTISM, PEACE, STATE 

EPS 89.11.14 ::: At the University of Calgary (Alberta, Canada), Mennonite 
and Reformed representatives met (11-14 October) to consider three topics on 
which the two traditions have traditionally disagreed - baptism, church-state 
relationships, and pacifism. Among recommendations from the group is that 
both groups review some of their traditional teachings and practices in the 
light of contemporary challenges, and that a further joint consultation be 
held on the nature of the church, with special reference to baptism, Christian 
incorporation and nurture, the Lord's Supper, and church discipline. Reformed 
were urged to raise the issue of established churches with the Lutheran World 
Federation and Anglican Consultative Council. The conference was sponsored by 
the university with the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and Mennonite 
World Conference as co-partners. [EPS] 


CANADA: ECUMENICAL POSITION PAPER ON MIDDLE EAST RELEASED 

EPS 89.11.15 ::: The General Board of the 16-denomination Canadian Council 
of Churches has released a position paper on the Middle East. It includes 
attention to the Canadian role in the region, and the situation in various 
parts of the region. It calls on the various parts of the church in Canada to 
‘build greater awareness among their people concerning the two conflicting 
rights in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, coupling a recognition of the 
urgency and justice of the Palestinian cause with a parallel recognition of 
Israel's right to a peaceful and secure existence’. [EPS] 


WCC'S CASTRO CONGRATULATES DALAI LAMA ON NOBEL PRIZE 
EPS 89.11.16 ::: General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of 
Churches has congratulated the dalai lama on the Nobel Peace Prize the exiled 
Tibetan Buddhist leader is to receive later this year. Castro called the 
award a ‘well-deserved recognition of your outstanding contribution to the 
cause of peace and justice through your spiritual and moral leadership'. He 
assured the dalai lama of ‘our prayers'. [EPS] 


UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES IN MAJOR CUTBACKS 

EPS 89.11.17 ::: The United Bible Societies reports that it has 50 million 
US dollars in requests for Bible work, but only 34 million in pledges from UBS 
members for its current fiscal year which began 1 November. Pledges in the 
previous fiscal year were 37.3 million. As a result, UBS reports, there have 
been ‘across-the-board cutbacks in every region of the world and at every 
level'. It says that while most UBS members increased pledges, that was 
offset by reductions in pledges from three large member societies. [EPS] 


MIDDLE EAST: ECUMENICAL REVIEW OF EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY 
EPS 89.11.18 ::: Church representatives from throughout the Middle East, and 
from the World Council of Churches, attended a week-long conference in Ayia 
Napa (Cyprus, 2-9 October) on the future of ‘the educational ministry of the 


churches in the Middle East'. The gathering was sponsored by the Middle East 
Council of Churches. [EPS] 


NAMIBIA: ECUMENICAL CALL FOR RESTRAINT IN ELECTION 
EPS 89.11.19 ::: The Council of Churches in Namibia called for restraint on 
the part of parties contending in the pre-independence elections in the 
country, set for early November. The CCN expressed "regret '... that hardly a 
fortnight after the signing of the Code of Conduct {for the elections], a 
pattern of sporadic acts of intimidation has emerged'. CCN also called on the 
UN special representative to "effectively exercise his supervisory powers' to 


ensure that the police in Namibia do their job in accordance with 
internationally-accepted standards. [EPS] 
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COLOMBIA: ‘PRAYERS FOR LIFE' 
EPS 89.11.20 ::: The Roman Catholic bishops of Colombia called for a day of 
‘prayers for life' (15 October). They also urged Colombians to remain ‘united 
around their leaders' in support of ‘appropriate and legitimate measures 
designed to end the state of emergency' in the country in connection with 
government attempts to curb the power of drug barons. [EPS] 


BRAZIL: BISHOP SUPPORTS LEFT-WING CANDIDATE 

EPS 89.11.21 ::: Mauro Morelli, the Roman Catholic bishop of Duque de Caxias 
(near Rio de Janeiro) has announced his personal support for union leader Luis 
Inacio Lula da Silva, presidential candidate of the left-wing Labour Party 
(PT). According to the Swiss church news agency Apic, the bishop's 
endorsement ‘continues to make waves' in Brazil. Some of his colleagues have 
Strongly criticized him, though the president of the conference of Roman 
Catholic bishops in Brazil, Luciana Pedro Mendes de Almeida, bishop of Mariana 
Mato Grosso says he 'doesn't judge anyone, still less a brother'. [EPS] 


LATIN AMERICAN-CARIBBEAN-USA ECUMENICAL COVENANT 

EPS 89.11.22 ::: In 'A New Covenant Among the People of God', church 
representatives from Latin America, the Caribbean, and the United States 
committed themselves to work together on three priorities in the next three 
years - education on issues affecting people in all three areas, full 
participation of women, indigenous people, African-Americans, and youth in 
church relationships among the three, and support for peace, human rights, and 
self-—determination. About 125 church leaders from 24 countries met in 
Indianapolis (Indiana/USA) for a consultation (9-13 October) at which the 
covenant was developed. [EPS] 


VATICAN RELEASES CRITERIA FOR ECUMENICAL WORK IN COMMUNICATION 

EPS 89.11.23 ::: The Vatican released (23 October) a document setting forth 
‘criteria for ecumenical and interfaith collaboration in communication'. In 
discussing the document, John Foley, the US archbishop who is president of the 
Vatican Council for Social Communications, said it invites other Christians 
and people of other faiths to work together so that religion has a proper 
place in media, and values of mutual respect and moral integrity are 
protected. [EPS] 


PASTORS LEAVING DDR MAY NOT GET CHURCH JOBS IN WEST 

EPS 89.11.24 ::: Hartmut Lowe, president of the church office of the 
Evangelical Church in [West] Germany (EKD), says any DDR (East German) pastors 
who may be among the tens of thousands of people from the DDR who have come 
West in recent weeks would need DDR church endorsement in order to be given an 
EKD job. Speaking in a magazine interview, Lowe said a pastoral post is 'not 
a private office'. DDR church leaders have been urging DDR people not to 
leave the country, but rather to stay and work for change. Thus, DDR church 
endorsement for employment for ex-DDR pastors would be likely only in 'clear 
emergencies', Lowe observed. The EKD groups 17 United, Reformed, and Lutheran 
Landeskirchen (regional churches). They have eight DDR counterparts. [EPS] 


WHERE WILL NICARAGUAN EVANGELICAL VOTE GO? 

_EPS 89.11.25 ::: According to US-based News Network International, Nicaraguan 
evangelicals ‘are beginning to question whether a democratic government with 
close ties to the Catholic church will be more advantageous than a moderate 
socialist regime under the Sandinistas'. Nicaraguan elections are scheduled 
next February. Most Nicaraguans are numbered as Roman Catholics. According 
to NNI, 'by lavishing praise on evangelist Alberto Mottesi, admitting past 
political errors, and devoting valuable column space in Sandinista-backed 
newspapers ... to evangelical activities, the Sandinistas are gaining at least 
a consideration’ by the evangelical sector of the population. [EPS] 
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LUTHERAN BISHOPS URGE BUSH TO SEEK POLITICAL SOLUTION IN EL SALVADOR 
EPS 89.11.26 ::: Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America have 
urged US President George Bush to support negotiations to end the nine-year 
civil war in El Salvador. The bishops approved the letter at their meeting in 


Minneapolis (9-13 October). [EPS] 


SOVIET PRESS NOTES TWO CATHEDRALS 

EPS 89.11.27 ::: UK-based Keston News Service reports that the Soviet 
government newspaper Izvestiya detailed various proposals to rebuild the 
Christ the Saviour cathedral in Moscow. It was blown up in December 1931. 
There is now an open-air swimming pool on the site. Another Izvestiya article 
focuses on undone restoration work at Epiphany cathedral in Noginsk. It says 
that during the 1980s, state restorers were paid 937,341 roubles, but only 
133,714 roubles-worth of work was done. Last April, the cathedral was 
returned to church control. The priest dismissed the former restorers. In 
the following five months, the new restorers reportedly accomplished twice as 
much as their predecessors had in nine years. [EPS] 


HUNGARY: FREE CHURCH COUNCIL BEING DISSOLVED 
EPS 89.11.28 ::: The Free Church Council of Hungary has decided that ‘in the 
changed circumstances there is no need for the organisation", so it is going 
out of business. The council used to perform administrative functions with 
regard to several smaller Hungarian denominations on behalf of the State 
Office for Church Affairs. Last April, the Adventists withdrew from the 
council, and the state office was abolished. [EPS] 


NORWAY: GAY PRIEST LOSES FIRST ROUND OF LEGAL BATTLE 

EPS 89.11.29 ::: The National Council of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway 
(NK) had intended to appoint Jens Olsen, an NK priest, to a staff post as an 
executive officer. But when it learned he lives with another man in a 
homosexual relationship, it changed its mind. So, Olsen sued the council in 
Oslo city court. Arguing on his behalf, attorneys for the Norwegian Federation 
of Trade Unions, said that under Norwegian law, a person's private life is 
irrelevant in such hiring decisions. Pro-Olsen witnesses also testified about 
disagreement among theologians about the moral status of homosexuality. 
Arguing for the council, the Norwegian attorney general said NK policy is that 
homosexuals are not to practise their homosexuality; thus the council was 
correct to decline to appoint Olsen. Now the court has agreed that the 
council decision is legal. The case is expected to be appealed. [EPS] 


TAIWAN: PRESBYTERIANS URGE HONEST ELECTIONS 
EPS 89.11.30 ::: With elections in Taiwan due next month, the Presbyterian 
church there (PCT) is urging its members to show 'Christian responsibility' 
and work to keep the elections honest. PCT and the Roman Catholic Church are 
the main denominations in Taiwan. Christians are about 7 percent of the 20 
million people on the island, which is off the coast of mainland China. [EPS] 


ZIMBABWE: ROMAN CATHOLIC SISTERS OBJECT TO FREE CONDOM DISTRIBUTION 
EPS 89.11.31 :%:: Africa Church Information Service reports Roman Catholic 
Sisters in Zimbabwe are ‘up in arms' against a government programme to freely 
distribute condoms as one way to reduce the spread of Aids. [EPS] 


USA: ANGLICANS BUILDING RETREAT CENTRE AT ROMAN CATHOLIC MONASTERY 
EPS 89.11.32 ::: Episcopalians (Anglicans) are building a retreat centre on 
the grounds of the Roman Catholic Benedictine abbey in Collegeville 
(Minnesota). The abbey has given the Episcopalians a 75-year, no-cost lease 
on five acres for the project. Robert Anderson, the Episcopal bishop of the 
area, calls the new centre 'the heart of my dream for this diocese'. [EPS] 
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ATHEISTS SING ABOUT WHY THEY LEFT THE CHURCH 

EPS 89.11.33 ::: About 200 people from around the United States met in 
Atlanta (7-8 October) for the annual meeting of the 3400-member Freedom from 
Religion Foundation. Participants included former ministers and evangelists. 
One of them said they are not hostile to God because ‘how can you be hostile 
to something that doesn't exist?' Among songs they sang is one by a former 
Pentecostal evangelist: 'I don't need Jesus to give me a smile. Don't need a 
holy book to make my life worthwhile. Just give me reason, fairness, and 
love. True human happiness is not from above.' [EPS] 


USA: CHURCH UNION CONSULTATION STRESSING GRASSROOTS 

EPS 89.11.34 ::: After more than a quarter-century of work, the [US] 
Consulatation on Church Union is directing special attention to getting its 
message across in its nine-member denominations, now that it has produced 
texts which offer a theological and structural framework for visible church 
unity. With its new emphasis, COCU has suspended meetings of its 180-member 
plenary group, and dissolved its commissions and work groups (except its 
executive committee). In their place are four 'task groups'. Also, COCU 
denominations are naming '‘'covenanting enablers' to design and implement 
‘interpretive strategies'. Between now and 1996, COCU members are to vote on 
its unity proposals. [EPS] 


BAPTIST ASSOCIATION WITHDRAWS FELLOWSHIP AFTER WOMEN ORDAINED AS DEACONS 
EPS 89.11.35 ::: Mount Zion, a regional Baptist association in the US state 
of Kentucky, has withdrawn fellowship from a congregation, First Baptist of 
Corbin, because it ordained two women as deacons. Over the years, other 
Baptist associations in the state have taken similar actions. Fellowship with 
a congregation in the South District association was withdrawn after it 
ordained a woman as a minister. Lincoln County association ousted two 
congregations which accepted as members without a second act of baptism, 
people baptized as adults by immersion in non-Baptist congregations. [EPS] 


100 YEARS OF BRITISH STUDENT CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT 

EPS 89.11.36 ::: The 100th anniversary of the British Student Christian 
Movement was celebrated at a special liturgy at the Anglican cathedral in 
Coventry (England) last month (15 October). In his sermon, British SCM 
General Secretary Tim McClure said the answer to widespread cynicism is ‘not 
to retreat into pusillanimous pietism oor strident  sloganising'. The 
congregation of 600 renewed its commitment to the SCM spirit of ‘social and 
political concern, of open-mindedness, of toleration and respect’. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE BEGINS 38TH SESSION 

EPS 89.11.37 ::: Last month (17 October), about 60 students from nearly 40 
countries began the four-month graduate school of the Ecumenical Institute of 
the World Council of Churches. The institute is located at Chateau Bossey, 
about 20 kilometres from WCC headquarters in Geneva. Theme of the 1989-90 
school is 'The Holy Spirit and the Prophetic Witness of the Church'. In a 
transitional year, the director and some of the faculty of the school are also 
associated with the WCC Programme for Theological Education. [EPS] 


ZAMBIA: PARTY TELLS CHURCH NOT TO INTERFERE 

EPS 89.11.38 ::: Without referring to specific issues, the National Council 
of the ruling [Zambia] United National Independence Party has asked the church 
not to interfere with party and government programmes. It also said it 
‘appreciates and endorses the very important role that the church plays in the 
affairs of the nation'. Reacting, church leaders observed that the church is 
not well represented in party bodies. Church of God Bishop John Mambo said 
the resolution 'shows how suspicious people are about the church'. [EPS] 
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KENYA: ECUMENICAL CONCERN ABOUT CONDOMS, CONTRACEPTIVES TO UNMARRIED 
EPS 89.11.39 ::: Leaders of the National Council of Churches of Kenya say 
they are concerned that condoms and contraceptives are too readily available 
to the unmarried. Chairman George Njuguna of the NCCK Church and Society 
Committee, amd NCCK General Secretary Sam Kobia criticised the easy 
availability of contraceptives and condoms, and also the use of abortion as a 
form of birth control. However, they voiced general support for efforts of 


Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi to encourage family planning. [EPS] 


MEXICO: EVANGELICAL LEADERS DISCUSS 'GROWING RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE" 

EPS 89.11.40 ::: US-based News Network International reports that leaders of 
the Evangelical Fellowship of Mexico met for two days (2-3 October) to 
'discuss what they believe to be a growing religious intolerance throughout 
Mexico'. NNI says in the past year ‘attacks against evangelicals have taken 
the lives of five believers, injured dozens more, caused hundreds to flee 
homelands, and destroyed countless churches'. Most Mexicans are numbered as 
Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


USA: LUTHERAN PENSION BOARD REJECTS DIVESTMENT DEADLINE 

EPS 89.11.41 ::: Last August, the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America voted overwhelmingly that the ELCA Board of 
Pensions get rid of South Africa-related investments by 1 September 1991. But 
following advice from lawyers, the board says it will divest ‘as quickly as 
legally possible'. Lawyers told board members they might be personally liable 
if the pension funds lose money because of divestment by a deadline, and that 
its favoured tax status could be adversely affected. [EPS] 


FRANCE: LUTHERANS, REFORMED MEET 
EPS 89.11.42 ::: Human rights in the church was among items on the agenda of 
the meeting in Liebfrauenberg (13-15 October) of the Lutheran—Reformed 
Permanent Council. It brings together representatives of the two main 
Lutheran and two main Reformed denominations in France. [EPS] 


UK CANCELS SOVIET TRIP AFTER PRIEST DENIED VISA 
EPS 89.11.43 ::: The UK Foreign Office cancelled a trip to the Soviet Union 
by an ll-member official delegation after Soviet authorities refused a visa to 
one member of the group, Anglican priest Michael Bourdeaux, general director 
of Keston College. The college monitors the situation of Christians in 
communist countries. William Waldegrave, a minister of state at the office, 
said 'we could not ... allow the Russians arbitrarily to exclude an expert in 
a key area of human rights from our delegation.' [EPS] 
ENGLAND: REBAPTIZED ANGLICAN PRIEST RESIGNS FROM BAPTISM REFORM MOVEMENT 

EPS 89.11.44 ::: Alan Wright, an English Anglican priest recently baptized a 
second time, has resigned as leader of the Movement for the Reform of Infant 
Baptism, which he began three years ago. He says his recent baptism was ‘a 
supplement, necessary to make good some of the deficiencies' of his baptism as 
an infant. He is now waiting for the reaction of his bishop. [EPS] 


USSR: PRIEST PROTESTS HIGHER TAX RATE 

EPS 89.11.45 ::: Nikolai Gainov has been ordered by a Soviet court to pay 
back taxes, but the Eastern Orthodox priest is refusing because most clergy 
are taxed at a rate of about 50 percent of income, while the rate for most 
workers is a maximum of 13 percent. The case of the priest was covered in the 
Soviet publication Russkaya Mysl, according to UK-based Keston News Service. 
Giving evidence at the trial, another priest Gleb Yakunin, noted that many 
higher-ranking clergy are taxed at the normal rate. Estonia has abolished the 
special tax rate for clergy, effective last September. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: ‘Church Calls for DDR Reform' (by Stephen Brown) 


EPS 89.11.46 ::: As one of’ his first official engagements, Egon Krenz, new 
leader of the ruling communist party (SED) in the DDR (East Germany), met 
leaders of BELK, the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, United] Churches in 
the DDR (19 October). And in his first speech to the nation on DDR tv, Krenz 
told ‘all religious citizens' that ‘socialist society needs and wants your 
contribution. More unites us than divides us.' 


About half the 17 million people in the DDR are counted as Christians, and 
most of them belong to one of the eight BELK Landeskirchen (regional churches). 


Krenz was elected SED general secretary (18 October) in succession to Erich 
Honecker, 78. Citing ‘health grounds', he stepped down after thousands of DDR 
citizens left the country illegally for the BRD (West Germany), and tens of 
thousands more demonstrated in the streets calling for political change. 


It is the most serious crisis in the history of the DDR, which recently marked 
(7 October) the 40th anniversary of its existence. The presence of Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev only encouraged protesters calling for Soviet-style 
reforms in the DDR as well. He indirectly criticised his hosts by saying 
‘life will punish those who react too late'. 


Evangelical churches all over the DDR have been the focus for demonstrations 
and protest meetings. These have continued, and increased in size, since 
Krenz was chosen. Unlike those in previous years, the current protests are 
not limited to independent peace-and-human-rights activists, and they are no 
longer confined to the relatively safe protection of church buildings. 


Nevertheless, churches still provide a focus for protests. Up to 300 000 
people demonstrated in Leipzig (23 October), after ‘the weekly 'prayers for 
peace' in the Evangelical churches there, the largest mass demonstration ever 
seen in DDR history. Little more than a month before, a similar demonstration 
attracted only 300 people. 


In Berlin, the red-brick Gethsemane church in the working class district of 
Prenzlauer Berg offered refuge to demonstrators being persued by police after 
protests outside the parliament building on 7 October where Gorbachev was 
warning the SED politburo, then still led by Honecker, not to delay reforms. 


According to the official DDR news agency ADN, the Krenz-Leich meeting was a 
"free and open dialogue in a businesslike atmosphere’. They agreed to work for 
a 'new chapter of constructive cooperation’, and said it was in both their 
interests ‘to promote changes in our society'. Leich said he urged Krenz to 
"give quick and clear signals of a new beginning’ - starting with ‘open 
dialogue with the people’. 


In Dresden, Leipzig, Berlin, and other cities, church representatives have 
played a key role in starting discussions between the authorities and 
protesters. But such talks have not silenced increasingly open criticism from 
DDR church leaders. 


Three days after Krenz and Leich met, Lutheran Bishop Johannes Hempel of 
Saxony told a church synod of allegations of police brutality against 
protesters. Meanwhile, United Bishop Gottfried Forck of Berlin-Brandenburg, 
called on DDR Prime Minister Willi Stoph to condemn the ‘brutal actions of the 
security organs' in suppressing pre-anniversary demonstrations. [over] 


ddr/2 


For two decades, BELK leaders have characterised their situation as that of a 
‘church within socialism’. They have followed a path of ‘critical solidarity', 
willing to support the humanitarian aims of socialism, but ready to speak out 
and criticise specific areas of state policy. 


Well before Gorbachev, church people were promoting a sort of glasnost in the 
DDR, drawing attention to social and political problems the state ignored or 
tried to suppress. Leaders like Heino Falcke of Erfurt, made no secret of 
their demands for greater democratisation and participation within socialism. 


The churches became, in effect, an umbrella for groups marginalised in 
official society - independent peace activists wanting to criticise Soviet, as 
well as US, nuclear weapons; human rights groups; ecologists and 
environmentalists; punks and rockers; even gay and lesbian groups. A result 
has sometimes been tension, if not conflict, between parishes and groups. But 
church synods have generally supported the demands the groups have been making. 


Ironically, it was Honecker, who came to power in 1971, who gave the DDR 
church freedom to engage in these activities. At the time, such freedom could 
only be dreamed of in many other eastern European countries. He initiated the 
first summit meeting with BELK leaders in March 1978, and gave them permission 
to build new churches, and produce tv and radio programmes. The then state 
secretary for church affairs, Klaus Gysi, spoke of an ‘historic experiment’ 
between Christians and Marxists. 


However, the Gorbachev reforms have long since overtaken the Honecker 
approach. For months, the DDR has been seething with discontent because of 
lack of reforms. DDR leaders distanced themselves increasingly stridently 
from the Soviet Union. As one DDR citizen quipped, 'Gorbachev now seems to be 
more popular within the churches than inside the communist party'. 


A number of opposition groups have been founded in the DDR. New Forum is 
probably the best known. Others include the movements Democracy Now, and 
Democratic Breakthrough. There is even a new Social Democratic Party. In 
this, BELK pastors and other church workers often play key roles. A third of 
the members of the SDP Executive Committee are pastors; many leading figures 
in Democracy Now have been active previously in the church-related Aktion 
Sthnezeichen (Action Reconciliation). 


Change has even come to the Christian Democratic Union, a heretofore loyal SED 
ally, which aims to win Christians for official DDR policies. Last September, 
some CDU members published an open letter urging change in the electoral 
system, more intra-CDU democracy, more possibilities to travel, and more media 
openness [EPS 89.10.18]. At the time, CDU leaders criticised the letter. 


However, in recent weeks the CDU daily newspaper Neue Zeit has become 
increasingly outspoken in favour of reform. It ran an interview (13 October) 
with Manfred Stolpe, BELK deputy chair. In it, he urged ‘genuine elections 
and secret ballots' and a ‘strategy plan for the future cooperation of the 
Germans in two states in a Europe of detente'. A number of CDU members of 
parliament even voted against Krenz when he was elected head of state, 
unprecedented for the DDR, where parliamentary votes are normally unanimous. 


Future DDR developments are still uncertain. But if glasnost-style reforms 
take root, determined DDR church efforts will have played a big role. [EPS] 


[Brown, a journalist based in Brussels, is the author of the chapter on the 
DDR in a book recently published by the British Council of Churches. ] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: ‘Lebanon's Ongoing Bleeding' (by Ghassan Rubeiz) 


EPS 89.11.47 ::: I was able to reach by phone two of my sisters in 
Mansourieh, a suburb of Beirut. Wadad, the first to talk to me, assured me 
that all members of our family in Lebanon are unharmed and none of their 
buildings of residence has been hit in this latest phase of the shelling. 


She informed me that one of our brothers, Elie, and his family are filling 
their papers for emigration to Canada after having fled last spring to Cyprus. 
Our other brother wishes to leave the country but his health and status do not 
give him a chance for emigration. 


Several other members of the family have left for Egypt, Canada, and Saudi 
Arabia and some are thinking of leaving. But Wadad and my other three sisters 
are determined to stay in the country. Their husbands remain, but about half 
of their children have left the country for good. 


"How do you live?' I said to Mona, my other sister, on the phone. 'We leave 
the house only for shopping; we go to the shelter when the shelling sounds too 
near; we drink coffee with the neighbours and listen to the news; so far only 
the windows of our apartment have been broken and our neighbour's apartment 
across the street has been hit by a rocket.' 


‘Are you not worried?' I said. 'Do not you worry, my brother; this is what we 
have to face.' I am amazed, as I have been over the last fourteen years, at 
the patience of the Lebanese in facing an intolerable situation. 


Christians have been leaving Lebanon by the thousands. As I think of my family 
in Lebanon, I think first of the vulnerable Christian community which it 
represents. 


In this recent phase of the war, what has been achieved? Most victims of this 
war of ‘liberation' have been civilians. It was a military earthquake 
registering seven on the Richter scale of human agony. 


It took us 14 years of fighting to learn that no single community can rule 
Lebanon. Do we need another 14 years to figure out that no single community 
can liberate it? 


As it looks today, the Christian military camp is isolated. The departure of 
the US embassy staff from Lebanon may be an indication that General Aoun is 
losing tact in his diplomacy. ... 


It has not been a war between Christians and Muslims, or between Lebanese and 
Syrians. It is a criminal war which makes the innocent the enemy. ... There 
seems to be no sign of an early end to the crisis for’the following reasons: 


1) Israel, Syria, Iran, and the Palestinians each have '‘territorial' rule in 
Lebanon. 


- 2) The Lebanese have so far no collective (national) instrument of control, 
or even a vision for the future of the country. ... 


3) The superpowers are not agreed on how to approach Lebanon. ...[EPS] 


[Rubeiz, a Lebanese, is Middle East secretary with the inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: ‘Proposals for Church Reaction to the Intifada' (by Ghassan Rubeiz) 
EPS 89.11.48 ::: Assumptions: 
1. A crucial factor in the Arab-Israeli conflict is lack of trust on each side. 


2. The current Israeli government is not interested in pursuing the principle 
of exchange of land for peace. 


3. Israeli public opinion is a critical factor for the changing of foreign 
policy in Israel. 


4. US and European firmness towards the Israeli government is needed to remove 
obstacles from the principle of exchange of land for peace. 


5. The search for peace is urgent to stop Palestinian suffering, avoid a new 
war, reduce religious and ethnic tension, and build stability in the region. 


6. Advocacy for one side or another does not promote peace in the region. 
Lasting peace is promoted only when peace advocates identify with the needs of 
all the people of the region, not one community or another. 


Proposals: 


1. Peace personalities from the Jewish community in Israel and from the 
diaspora should deepen their contacts with the PLO and with other Palestinian 
leaders. The churches and humanitarian organizations may facilitate such 


contacts, for example by inviting peace leaders to air their differences and 
agreements publicly. 


2. Humanitarian aid to the Occupied Territories should increase. Aid should 
encourage self-help projects and community building activities. 


3. Churches and NGOs should challenge their governments to become firm with 
Israel on terms of trade and foreign aid in order to make the Israeli 


government better respond to a world consensus which calls for exchange of 
land for peace. 


4. The second anniversary of the intifada should be ‘lived out' and dramatized 
by churches and NGOs. It may be considered a programme launching day for a 
series of activities aiming at promoting the peace process. 


5. Centres and movements of peace and reconciliation in Israel and the 


Occupied Territories should be supported to intensify their activities of 
bridge—-building between communities. 


6. Writers, lawyers, and politicians should be encouraged to reflect and 
express themselves on the sensitive issue of right of return for Jews and 


Arabs. This issue ... has so far been pushed under the rug as a future item 
for negotiation or a secondary point. 


7. Researchers and visionaries of both communities ought to address the issue 


of partnership and cooperation between Arabs and Jews after the two-state 


solution. The idea that 'peace pays' and 'war costs! should be made concrete 
and alive in economic, social and spiritual terms. [EPS] 


[Rubeiz is Middle East Secretary with the inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the Geneva—based World Council of Churches. ] 
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EPS appears 42 times a year. Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are Wednesday, 15 
November; Monday, 27 November; Monday, 4 December; Monday, 18 December; and 
Monday, 15 January. Each EPS item has a number code. For example, item 
90.01.72 is the 72nd item appearing in January 1990. Ask and EPS will fax 
headlines to you at our expense. You can then ask (and pay) for faxing full 
texts of items. EPS annual subscription rates: are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 
52.50 Canadian, 55 Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 BRD, 95 
Dutch, 275 French, 275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Recycled paper: Issues 35 and 36 of EPS were printed on recycled paper. 
From the first issue of 1990, you will receive EPS on recycled paper unless 
you tell us before then to continue to send it on standard white paper. In 
making your decision, know that this recycled paper will probably yellow after 
about five years, and thus be difficult to preserve longer than that. On 
request, you can receive copies of issues 35 and 36 on standard paper. Please 
be in touch with Désirée De Rycke at the EPS address about this matter. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
appeal for $US 100 000 (31 October) after typhoons in the Philippines. 
situation report #6 (20 October) on the December 1987 Armenia earthquake. 
situation report #2 (26 October) on the 1989 floods in India. 


In EPS 89.09.73, the figure for the PCC budget should be 660 000 US dollars. 


MECC NewsReport is available by subscription from the Middle East Council of 
Churches, P.O. Box 4259, Limassol, Cyprus. 


Churches Information and Monitoring Service (Box 60196, Hans Uirab Street, 
Katutura 9000, Namibia; phone: 264-61/217.441; fax: 264-61/217.444) is 
providing ecumenical information on the transition to independence of 
Namibia. Another source is Namibia Communications Centre (Box 5262, 
Auspanplatz, Windhoek 9000; phone: 264-61/ 34924 or 37790 or 37791). Its 
press information pack includes 20 background fact sheets. 


New from the World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva): The 
Palestinian Situation by Sarah Graham-Brown. 


The new (October) issue of the WCC Photo Oikoumene catalogue features 


pictures from Namibia. A copy is available from the WCC/Communication, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The John Knox House Association (27 Créts-de-Pregny, CH-1218 Le Grand- 
SARSRBE Switzerland) has reprinted ‘Concrete Ecumenical Experiences', a 
958 lecture by Madeleine Barot, to mark her 80th birthday and the 50th 


anniversary of the French ecumenical aid organization CIMADE, of which she was 
the first general secretary. 


The new (September) issue of Reformed World, journal of the World Alliance of 


Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Ge 
r neva 2 
Council last August in ceed ), focuses on the WARC General 


Theme of the current (October i 
"breastfeeding for life'. ssue of the WCC bimonthly Contact is 


A co 
CHotoliCeneraro? Py is available from WCC/CMC, Box 2100, 


Ecumenical Press Service 
NORTH INDIA SYNOD CONSIDERS PRIORITIES 


EPS 89.11.49 ::: Considering priorities for the coming decade, the Seventh 
Ordinary Synod of the [United] Church of North India is urging rediscovery of 
"the roots of indigenous spirituality’. 


The 226-member synod met (3-10 October) at Saint Stephen College in Delhi. 
Its message to the CNI membership says the church in India, including CNI, ‘is 
at a critical juncture in the history of its engagement with Indian culture 
and society'. It hails ‘saints of the Indian church' such as Sadhu Sundar 
Singh, Pandita Ramabai, and Mother Teresa, whose ‘models of spirituality and 
discipleship have to be incorporated into the witness life of the church’. 


The message says CNI, inaugurated in 1970 as a coming together of six 
Christian traditions, has reached a ‘significant milestone' in its ‘march 
towards maturity’ as a result of a 'spirit of sober self-criticism and oneness 
of mind'. 


The message calls on CNI to ‘emerge joyously from ... traditional 
denominational loyalties' so as to ‘experiences the new identity and meaning 
of ... an organically united church - a new creation’. It calls for 
"repentance and renewal in our church life and systems so as to be more 
Christ-like and consistent in faith and action'. 


In worship and witness, it says, CNI 'must expand the range of its concerns to 
include ... casteism, communalism, terrorism, oppression, and exploitation. 
We must experience a greater sense of solidarity with the deprived and the 
disinherited.' 


It calls for ‘such devolution of power and decentralisation of resources as is 
essential to facilitate congregational renewal and dynamism for’ social 
action'. It also urges a 'people-oriented' rather than a 'programme-oriented' 
approach. 


The synod also urged efforts to ‘identify and develop leadership potentials 
from the entire span of our people', and said ‘heads of all CNI institutions 
[are] to participate fully in the church's struggle to develop the community'. 


The synod agreed on nine priorities for the next decade - spiritual renewal, 
unity within CNI and with other parts of the church, mission and evangelism, 
development of Christian leadership, socio-ecnomic and political concerns 
(‘particularly the struggles of the oppressed and marginalised section of 
society - such as women, dalits, indigenous communities (tribals), etc. - for 
their self-development, dignity, and wholesome life). 


Other CNI priorities are to be interfaith dialogue, structural changes to 
foster "decentralisation, democratisation, and devolution of power', 
‘indigenisation and contextualisation of the life, work, and worship of the 
church', and personnel and financial self-reliance. 


Speaking at the inaugural session of the synod, Indian Vice President Shankar 
Dayal Sharma challenged the minority Christian community - most Indians are 
Hindus - to take up intensive adult literacy programmes. He also said that 
technological and materialistic progresss that ignores spirituality and 
ethical values can only breed bewilderment. 


The new CNI bishop-moderator is John Ghose. He continues as bishop of 
Darjeeling diocese, and as interim bishop of Durgapur diocese. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
SWEDISH SYNOD DELAYS DECISION ON BAPTISM AND MEMBERSHIP 


EPS 89.11.50 ::: The General Synod of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) 
has delayed a decision on whether SK members must be baptised. 


Currently, a person becomes a member of the Church of Sweden at birth, if at 
least one of the parents is a member. In some cases, such people are never 
baptised. As a result, among the 7.7 million at least nominal members of the 
Church of Sweden, there are hundreds of thousands who are not baptised. 


Opponents of change at the recent synod stressed that the church ‘must be open 
not just for the pious’, and that ‘there must be a multitude of ways to 
approach the church’. Supporters of change pointed to the Lutheran and 
ecumenical consensus that baptism and church membership are linked. 


The synod approved a new post, assistant bishop, in the diocese of Uppsala, 
whose bishop is also the SK archbishop. The new bishop will be the first SK 
bishop not chosen to head a diocese. 


The synod decided that the church has a special role in questions of ethics 
related to genetic research. A special research council is to be set up to 
consider such matters, and an expert group appointed to act as watchdog over 
developments in the field. 


For nearly 30 years, both men and women have been ordained priests in the 
Church of Sweden. The synod discussed whether priests of both sexes are in 
fact treated equally. Archbishop Bertil Werkstro6m reported that he and his 
episcopal colleagues are already discussing the issue. 


Among other items on the synod agenda were liturgical revision and renewal, 
and attempts at reconciliation between the EFS revival movement and the rest 
of the Church of Sweden. Also, the synod decided that the same laws of 


professional secrecy that apply to priests and bishops should also govern the 
church-related activities of other SK workers. 


In her speech to the synod, Margo Wallstrém, the government minister of church 
affairs, reported that the government does not intend to make any moves to 
change Swedish church-state relations. Werkstrém also noted that there are no 


proposals for radical change in the relationship coming from the SK Central 
Council. 


The synod sent a protest against 'the arrest and brutal treatment in custody 
of children, students, and Lutheran clergy in the Venda’ area of South Africa. 


Also released in connection with the synod was a profile of its 251 members. 
Priests and other church workers make up about a third of the synod. Teachers 
and other school staff form another fifth. Two or three synod members are 


manual workers. About three-quarters of the synod has some form of higher 
education. 


In general, synod members are a cross-section of those most active in the 
church, except that whereas women are about two-thirds of the active SK 
membership, they are about one-third of the synod membership. 


Elections to the synod take place every three years. 
each of the 13 bishops is obliged to attend 
1988 synod proposal that the bishops be RES 
government action. [EPS] 


Even if not elected, 
and has the right to speak. A 
od members ex officio awaits 


Ecumenical Press Service 
CHURCH WOMEN TACKLE PACIFIC ISSUES 


EPS 89.11.51 ::: About 40 church-related women from 18 countries in the 
Pacific, Asia, North America, and Europe dealt with issues such as the 
environment, development, tourism, and military and nuclear policies at a 
week-long conference in the Marshall Islands (9-16 October). 


The gathering, with the theme "Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation', 
was sponsored by the World Council of Churches and Women United Together/ 
Marshall Islands. The first such meeting in Micronesia, it focused on the 
role of women in the community. 


Priscilla Padolina, WCC programme Secretary for women and rural development, 
said participants agreed that women—-to-women exchanges, plus sharing films, 
Slides, and printed material on these issues in the region are necessary. 


She said the WCC and the Fiji-based Pacific Conference of Churches can help 
church and women's groups in the Pacific in the information-sharing process. 


One participant, Salamo Fulivai, who directs the regional programme of the 
World YWCA, said the conference linked ‘our actual experience with Christian 
teachings' in a way which could stimulate action within the church and the 
wider community. 


Rejecting the view that the church should avoid politics, participant Bernie 
Keldermans said ‘people who say churches should not be involved in issues are 
afraid to face the real situation'. Marie Maddison said people lose sight of 
the important biblical concept of Stewardship 'in the rush for development'. 


Another participant, UN consultant  Suliana Siwatibau, observed that 
"decision-making systems have not always incorporated women'. She said women 
first need to be informed so they can 'work on Strategies on how they can more 
effectively make a contribution in their own countries'. 


A presentation on the impact of tourism on native Hawaiians prompted 
considerable discussion about how to control it and its threats to cultural 
identities. 


Another session focused on the unsuccessful campaign to secure passage of a 
"compact of free association' between Palau and the United States. Two 
Palauans opposed to the compact said its supporters. used threats, fire 
bombings, and murder in an attempt to intimidate voters into approving it. 


Palau has a nuclear-free constitution. The compact would have allowed the 
United States to introduce nuclear weapons into Palau. ‘We had to be strong 
not to be intimidated', said Anna Becheserrak. 


She linked her opposition to her Christian faith: 'The Bible Says that land 
is not given to us, but is there for us to take care of for future 
generations.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
JERUSALEM: CHRISTIAN LEADERS EXPRESS CONCERNS 


EPS 89.11.52 ::: Three patriarchs and the Franciscan guardian of the Holy 


Land have expressed concern about. the ‘aggravating situation' in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


In a joint statement (26 October), Eastern Orthodox (Greek) Patriarch 
Diodoros, Roman Catholic (Latin) Patriarch Michel Sabbah, Oriental Orthodox 
(Armenian) Yeghishe Derderian, and Custos Carlo Cecchitelli expressed 
disappointment with the ‘general deterioration of the situation in the life of 
the population on the West Bank and Gaza Strip' since they last met (26 April). 


They also criticised the Israeli restrictions and tax raids against Beit 
Sahur, a predominantly Christian village of about 10 000, east of Bethlehem. 
Most people there have been refusing to pay taxes to protest the occupation. 
The patriarchs called for special prayers (29 October) ‘for the sufferings of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip and for the population of Beit Sahur'. 


The day after their statement, they and Roman Catholic (Melkite) Patriarchal 
Vicar Lutfi Laham, with an entourage, left Jerusalem with three truckloads of 
food for Beit Sahur. On the way, they stopped for prayers at the traditional 
site of the birth of Jesus Christ, in Bethlehem. They were then told by an 
Israeli officer that only the patriarchs and the custos could continue to Beit 
Sahur, together in one car.. 


According to a report from the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC), the 
church leaders ‘insisted on going to Beit Sahur with their people accompanying 
them in order to pray ... and stressed that their visit was of a pastoral 
character only, and not designed to provoke a demonstration against the 
government'. In the event, they called off the visit, calling the Israeli 
conditions an insult to their dignity and rights, and evidence that the 
Israeli government does not keep to its promise of free access to holy places. 


Effective 22 September, the Israeli authorities closed the town to non- 
residents. Restrictions were lifted at the end of October. MECC General 
Secretary Gabriel Habib called the Beit Sahur protest a model of peaceful 
resistance, and said the Israeli tax policy in territories it occupies is a 
direct violation in many respects of both international and local laws. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL APPEALS AGAINST FIVE. SOUTH AFRICAN EXECUTIONS 


EPS 89.11.53 ::: The Executive Committee of the South African Council of 
Churches and General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
are among those who appealed the executions of five South Africans, scheduled 


2 November. The five are Million Majozi Nhlanhla, Timothy Matekana Lubisi, 
William Dodovu, Vusimusi Mnune, and Zakhele Mnune. 


The SACC message to South African President F.W. de Klerk expresses 'grave 
concern at the increased number of executions since your taking office' in 
September. It calls for reprieves for the five, a moratorium on all further 
executions, and an independent commission to consider abolition of the death 


etiman It calls 'the deliberate killing of any human person' a ‘denial of 
ove’, 


The WCC message makes a similar affirmation. 


writes, 'that in God's name you have me 
re 
ae yyonk t 


"We therefore pray', Castro 
hese brothers and sisters'. 


Ecumenical Press Service 


IRISH ECUMENICAL BROADCASTING COUNCIL SET UP 

EPS 89.11.54 ::: The Irish Churches Council for Television and Radio Affairs 
has begun functioning under Roman Catholic, Anglican, Reformed (Presbyterian), 
and Methodist auspices. ICCTRA says it hopes to ‘advance the healing of 
division between citizens of differing attitudes; by having a variety of 
perceptions to offer, they hope to contribute to constructive dialogue on 
national and international priorities'. The fortnightly paper Alpha called 
ICCTRA ‘a sorely needed sign of hope'. It suggested that applying a similar 
ecumenical approach in education would 'mark a social revolution’. [EPS] 


ROMANIA: COURT ORDERS PASTOR OUT OF PARSONAGE 

EPS 89.11.55 ::: Last month (20 October), a Romanian court in Temesvar 
(Timisoara) ordered Reformed Pastor Laszlo Tokés, an ethnic Hungarian, to 
leave his parsonage. As a result, he and his family have moved into the 
church itself. Supportive members of the congregation bring them food. The 
two Reformed bishops of Romania have declared that Tokés is no longer a 
Reformed pastor. Tokés is noted as an Opponent of government policies said to 
adversely affect Hungarians and other ethnic minorities in Romania. Messages 
Supporting him have come from the church in Hungary and elsewhere [EPS 
89.11.03]. [EPS] 


USA: DISCIPLES-UNITED COMMITTEE URGES FURTHER UNITY STEPS 
EPS 89.11.56 ::: The Ecumenical Partnership Committee of the United Church 
of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is recommending that 
the two denominations do 'nothing separately that could be done together'. 
That means separate denominational programmes would have to justify their 
Separate existences. The two bodies are already in full communion with each 
other. [EPS] 


METHODISTS HONOUR 40 EVANGELISTS 
EPS 89.11.57 ::: The United Methodist Foundation for Evangelism marked its 
40th birthday (28 October) by honouring 40 living and dead Methodist 
‘distinguished evangelistic leaders'. Among those honoured were ecumenical 
pioneers John R. Mott and D.T. Niles, World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro, bishop-theologian Mortimer Arias, and 
deaconess-evangelist Violeta Cavallero. [EPS] 


CHURCH OF SWEDEN TO MARK 400 YEARS AS LUTHERAN 

EPS 89.11.58 ::: It was not until 1593 that the Church of Sweden officially 
became Lutheran. Preparations are underway to mark the 400th anniversary of 
that decision. Besides books and theological studies, a diversity of other 
expressions is planned - in music, drama, painting, sculpture, photography, 
and tv programming. Also projected is a contemporary ‘peoples catechism’ 
meant to stimulate debate and discussion of the faith in the context of 
contemporary social questions. [EPS] 


SWEDEN: CHURCH-SPORT COOPERATION 
EPS 89.11.59 ::: In cooperation with the National Sports Association, Anders 
Arin, a priest of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden who is also a basketball 
trainer, has been engaged for two years to work especially on contacts between 
‘the church and the sporting world. [EPS] 


JAPAN: CHRISTIAN BURIAL FOR CAT 
EPS 89.11.60 ::: Toranosuke Kokai, a pastor of the Kyodan (United Church of 
Christ in Japan) led a funeral liturgy for the dead cat of a member of his 
congregation. Kokai said he did so because ‘even the Buddhist priests do 
it'. Meanwhile, the Kyodan moderator, Nobumichi Tsuji, has published a book 
of prayers, including one called 'A Dead Pet'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
PEOPLETALK: ECUMENICAL BEINGS AND DOINGS 


EPS 89.11.61 ::: Ewald van Ommeren is the new president of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Suriname. 


13 October was the 1000th day since the kidnapping of Anglican envoy Terry 
Waite in Lebanon. 


Pope Shenouda III, leader of the Coptic [Egyptian Oriental Orthodox] Church 
is on a four-month visit to Coptic Christians and ecumenical leaders in 
Britain, North America, and Australia. 


Two noted Anglican bishops died recently. John Walker, of Washington, died 
of heart failure. He was 64. David Penman, archbishop of Melbourne, died 
of a heart attack 1 October. He was 53. 


Bella Ben Mlewa, a pastor of the Moravian Church in Western Tanzania, is the 
new general secretary of the Christian Council of Tanzania. 


Stephen Platten is the new secretary for ecumenical affairs to Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runcie. From next 1 January, he succeeds Christopher 
Hill, who becomes a residentiary canon of St Paul's Cathedral in London. ' 


Robert Davidson, professor of Old Testament language and literature at 
Glasgow University, is to be the next moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. He is to begin his one-year term at the assembly next May. 


Kjell Magne Bondevik, a priest of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway, is the 
minister for foreign affairs in the new Norwegian government headed by Prime 
Minister Jan Syse. 


A Baptist pastor, Pavel Vychopen, is the first full-time general secretary 
of the Ecumenical Council of the CSSR (Czechoslovakia). He succeeds Anezka 
Ebertova, who had been serving part-time. The council includes 11 minority 
denominations - United (Czech Brethren), Independent (Hussite), Lutheran 
(Slovak and Silesian), Eastern Orthodox, Brethren, Moravian, Methodist, 
Baptist, Old Catholic, and Reformed (Slovak). 


After 31 years as general secretary of the Federation of Evangelical [Baptist] 
Free Church Communities in the DDR (East Germany), Rolf Dammann has 
retired. His successor is Ulrich Materne. 


Isaac Moon is the new president of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
He succeeds John Hus. 


The new Silesian Lutheran bishop in the CSSR (Czechoslovakia) is Vilem 
Stonawski. He succeeds Vladislav Kiedron, bishop since 1971. 


Bernt Jonsson is the new managing director of the Life and Peace Institute 
in Uppsala (Sweden). With a professional background as a journalist, he has 


most recently been a political adviser for the Swedish government ministry of 
foreign affairs. He succeeds Roger Williamson 


Pat ets has been elected the new lay superintendent of the Lutheran 
oS n Hungary (MEE). In recent years, he has been spokesperson for a 
group within the denomination critical of the policies of the late MEE 


Presiding Bishop Zoltan Kaldy. A sports d 
Fekete. [EPS] p S doctor, he succeeds the late Zoltan 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'Latin American Debate: Celebrate or Denounce 1992?' (by Paul Jeffrey) 


EPS 89.11.62 ::: As Latin America approaches the 500th anniversary of the 
arrival of Christopher Columbus, church leaders throughout the hemisphere are 
debating if the occasion calls for celebration or denunciation. 


Although still three years away, the 500th anniversary of arrival of Genovese 
explorer Christopher Columbus in the Americas has already provoked stormy 
debates over the nature of, the observance, with church people and others 
arguing the merits of five centuries of domination since sword and cross 
arrived together in 1492. 


A fierce dispute involving Roman Catholic bishops, priests, and members of 
religious communities throughout the region was resolved earlier this year 
when the bishops compromised with the others on a plan to observe’ the 
anniversary. 


The Conference of Latin American Religious (CLAR), an organization of 160 000 
priests, and religious sisters and brothers in the region, had designed and 
begun to carry out a six-year Bible study called "Project Word-Life 1988-1993'. 


According to the group, the study proposed to use the anniversary 'to reflect 
upon the word of God from a Latin American perspective’. Referring to the 
European conquest, the study guide says that 'many times the announcement of 
the gospel was contaminated by the quest for power, and alliances were made 
with the sword to oppress whole nations’. 


The guide argues that a 'new evangelization' is needed, which starts with the 
word of God as encountered by the Latin American people themselves, the vast 
majority of whom are poor. 


When Latin American Roman Catholic bishops met in Curacao last March, they 
came down hard on the study. They said it uses a 'reductive, ideological, and 
incorrect biblical method'. It has, they added, 'worried us deeply because of 
the negative consequences that it could have in our churches. It suffers from 
fundamental defects.' 


The bishops complained that the study does not sufficiently emphasize church 
history and tradition. In a letter to CLAR, the bishops observed that the 
study lacks ‘any mention of the magisterium and tradition of the church as a 
criteria for interpretation'. 


CELAM, the organisation of Roman Catholic bishops for the whole of Latin 
America, has set its Fourth General Conference in 1992 in Santo Domingo, 
(Dominican Republic), and is preparing its own anniversary observance. 


CELAM has published more than 20 books in recent years as part of a series 
marking 500 years of Christianity in the Americas. Critics complain that none 
of the episcopal material mentions any negative effects of the conquest, which 
reduced native populations in some areas by as much as 90 percent and 
‘devastated advanced indigenous civilizations. 


CELAM complaints were backed up in April by the Vatican Congregation for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life. It criticized 
the liberation-theology perspective, and reiterated that 'the bishops are the 
teachers of faith and truth'. The Vatican did call the CLAR project 
‘interesting in its objective of using the Bible to renovate religious 
vocations and mission evangelism.' [over] 
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Representatives of CLAR, the bishops, and the Vatican met in Bogota in April 
to resolve the dispute and came up with a compromise study, 'Plan Word- 
Life'. The new programme suspends some of the controversial study material 
and includes new emphasis on prayer and service to the church as the proper 
role of religious life. A closer collaboration with the bishops is proposed 
with a spirit of ‘full church communion with its pastors and bishops'. 


But the compromise in Latin America has not settled all the issues being 
raised as 1992 approaches. According to the Vatican newspaper 1'Osservatore 
Romano, the pope wants all Spanish-speaking countries to use the same 
translation of the mass and the Bible by 1992. Yet many Latin American church 
workers protest that Vatican-approved translations use language constructions 
peculiar to Spain, which are not used in many other Spanish-speaking countries. 


Brazilian Bishop Pedro Casaldaliga, scolded last year by Rome for his visits 
to Nicaragua, says the Vatican, in an attempt ‘to keep the church united by 
keeping it highly centralized', wants to 'to re-Romanize the church' by 1992. 


In a January interview in Lima-based Latinamerica Press, Casaldaliga 
challenged fellow bishops, in preparation for 1992, ‘to reflect on the 
region's history, ask pardon, and show a willingness to make amends. Lt 
should be a time to pledge ourselves to be a continent and a church with its 
own unique face’. 


Other Latin American Christians have also noted the approaching anniversary. 


The Second General Assembly of the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI), 
last year in Indaiatuba (Brazil), proposed that Christians view 1992 as an 
opportunity for confession and repentance. The CLAI gathering described the 
period since Columbus arrived as '500 years of sin'. 


Last May, at the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches in San Antonio (Texas/USA), the anniversary was on 
the agenda. In his opening address, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, a 
Uruguayan Methodist minister, declared that in the European discovery of the 
Americas, the church confused mission with colonization, evangelism with 
domination, and obedience to divine will with obedience to imperial power. 


Conference participant Moises Mendez, a Mexican Baptist, described the period 
since Columbus as ‘500 years of invasion, pillage and destruction’. A 
preliminary proposal by a conference sub-group proposed ‘assisting’ the 


Vatican in transforming its planned 1992 celebration into ‘an opportunity for 
critical appraisal of the past’. 


In the June issue of Pastoral Solidaria (Ministry of Solidarity), published in 
Ecuador, Pastor Marcos Inhauser wrote that 'there is nothing to celebrate in 


1992'. He condemned European evangelization of the region for ‘utilizing 
religion to implement a model of exploitation and slavery’. 


Yet he didn't pass all the blame to Europeans. "Have not there been Latin 
Americans', he ! wrote, "who were corrupt politicians, unscrupulous 
industrialists, immoral merchants who aided that exploitation?' To prepare 
for 1992, Inhauser said, 'We have to confess, repent, and convert. This 
confession has to happen not just in the First World, but also in Latin 


America. This repentance must b 
e a enuine metamo 
conversion.' [EPS] . rphosis, a change, a 


[EPS 89.11.62 is slightly abridged and adapted from Religious News Service.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'The Elections in Namibia' (by Clement Janda) 


[This item is abridged and adapted from material prepared before the 
transition-to-independence elections in Namibia (7 November). Janda, an 
executive secretary on the staff of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches, was in Namibia in the 
days before and after the election. Swapo is the principle group which has 
fought South African rule of Namibia in the last decades. ] 


EPS 89.11.63 ::: There were 10 political parties contesting the election. 
Each compiled a list of 72 candidates. Nine of the 10 parties, led by DTA, 
opposed no other party but Swapo. Much of the rest of the talk was about 
‘nationality', that is tribal and regional representation. The 10 party 
manifestos did not differ much, and were, therefore, largely irrelevant. All 
of these documents seemed carefully tailored to confuse voters. 


Swapo filed a very broad list of candidates, representing the different shades 
of the Namibian people. It tried to avoid 'northern' domination, and included 
five whites (including a representative of white farmers) and many 
‘coloureds', but only six women. Much talk was about people left off the 
list, both from 'insiders' and 'outsiders' (that is, people who participated 
more in the liberation struggle inside or outside the country). 


Significant among the candidates were church leaders. Swapo had the greatest 
number. These included Swapo Vice President Hendrik Witbooi, Zephania Kameeta 
and Matti Amadhila, members of executive committee of the Council of Churches 
in Namibia, and two CCN staff, Daniel Tjongarero and Vezera Kandetu. 


As the campaigning heated up, cases of intimidation continued to be reported. 
During the weekend of 28-29 October, two people were shot by police. One died 
instantly, and the other was critically wounded. And a truck load of Swapo 
Supporters was hit by a police vehicle. Nine died and many more were injured. 


A group of 28 church-related, long-term monitors were stationed in nine 
locations throughout the country. A further 29 people designated ‘eminent 
persons' were added to the long-term monitors in the days before the election. 
These included two staff members of the World Council of Churches, 11 
parliamentarians, nine Roman Catholic bishops from southern Africa, and a 
five-member YWCA delegation led by Dame Nita Barrow, the Barbados UN 
representative and one of the seven WCC presidents. 


Party colours decorated electric poles, trees, and human beings. All the 
parties chose bright colours for their flags and emblems. It was a very 
difficult job for illiterate voters to distinguish between the symbols, most 
of which were quite similar. 


The issue of Swapo ex-detainees continued to be discussed, although at a lower 
level as election day drew closer. South African-run Namibian tv gave major 
coverage to a Dutch group that withdrew support for Swapo, and to a German 
pastor working on behalf of 150 pastors to assist Namibians still held by 
‘Swapo, or those released but needing rehabilitation. He never said anything 
about the rehabilitation of the over 40 000 Namibians who returned from exile. 


On 29 October, there was a march of church women calling for an end to 
violence and intimidation, and urging reconciliation and peace. Church men 
planned a three-day ecumenical fast just before the elections. 


All in all, fear and anxiety flowed 'mingled down'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUTEXT: '1989 Christmas Message from Emilio Castro' 
EPS 89.11.64 ::: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 


A Happy Christmas to you! The moment has come to celebrate once again God's 
visitation of us in Jesus Christ. No doubt many problems lie behind us in the 
past year — personal, family, social and international problems. As we look 
to tomorrow, troubles and fears also heap up before us. 


Can we affirm justice in a world where it would seem that the gap between 
those with nothing and those with much is growing before our very eyes? 


Can we affirm peace in this new period when the great nations seem to be 
making progress on the road to disarmament, but regional conflicts still build 
up terror, fear, desolation and death? 


Shall we be able to control our capacity for wasteful destruction and for 
exploiting nature, and to exercise a responsibility for the environment which 
will make it possible for us - with justice - to hand on to future generations 
a world which is closer to God's original will? 


Fears and uncertainties are on every side! 


But today at Christmas a fundamental certainty encourages our spirits and 
gives us support. The God who in Jesus Christ identified himself with all 
creation is alive and actively with us in our festival. 


More than that, he calls us to work with him so that the whole universe can 
join in our celebration. Christmas is important as a time for reflexion, of 
returning again to the essentials, of starting afresh from the astonishing 


affirmation that God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself (2 
Corinthians 5:19). 


Over there in Bethlehem, in a child, the peace, beauty and joy of God 
surrounded the Holy Family, the shepherds, the wise men and the animals. For 
a moment, even the heavenly world stopped, so that angels and archangels could 
sing to the glory of God and proclaim peace on earth. So let us too stop to 
experience a night of glory and celebration, peace and hope. 


It will be a festival in which we shall not only remember the yesterday when 
God was in Jesus Christ, but shall also confirm by our experience of today: 
that God is present through the Holy Spirit in the church, in our families, in 
our personal lives and, looking towards the future, we shall commit ourselves 
to follow Jesus Christ in his spirit of service. God is present, calling us 


to live with him in proclaiming justice to the poor, to be peacemakers with 
him and to seek reconciliation everywhere. 


Jesus in the Gospel asks us to look at the 
field, and see in them signs, 
this Christmas-tide we shall 
blessing for those who hunger 


birds of the air, the lilies of the 
messages of God's love for all his creation. At 
proclaim the blessedness of the peacemakers and a 
and thirst for righteousness and justice. 


With the God of all creation we Shall e 
blessings from that source and shall c 


future generations the same access to 
creation, 


xperience the joy of taking part in the 
ommit ourselves in faith to ensuring for 
peace, justice, and the beauty of God's 


[more] 
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Next March, representatives of the Christian churches will be gathering in 
Seoul, the capital of South Korea, to affirm their covenant with God in the 
quest for justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 


Our generation is the first to have the capacity to destroy all human life and 
even the earth on which we live. The churches’ representatives who will be at 
Seoul will face this menacing reality and seek for ways of proclaiming in 
words but also by practical action that God's purpose is salvation and 
liberation and that God's covenant confirmed in Jesus Christ is a promise of 
new opportunities, and new life for all. 


Let us live this Christmas remembering that God in Christ has established for 
ever a token of encouragement to which all can turn who hunger and thirst for 
justice, and a promise of peace for all those who are peacemakers, and that in 
the song of the heavenly hosts he gave us an objective vision of the glory 
which belongs to all creation! 


In our Christmas prayers, let us include all concerned for protecting nature, 
those who proclaim justice, and those who announce peace! Let us join forces 
with all who struggle for justice, peace and the integrity of creation! 


Some of those who are struggling perhaps do not know the name of Jesus Christ 
and the beautiful story of Bethlehem; but if we stand together with them in a 
clear witness for creation, peace and justice they will be able to know it and 
to join in our songs. 


Christmas invites us to festival but it is a festival of nope. ""Tt isa 
festival of the new covenant with God. 


May God richly bless you! [EPS] 


[Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. His message 
was translated from Spanish by the WCC Language Service. ] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Orthodox Proclamation of Environmental Protection Day' 


[This proclamation was issued by [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarch 
Dimitrios I to mark a new, annual ‘environmental protection day' (1 September). 
General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches praised the 
calendar change, as did the duke of Edinburgh, president of WWF International. 
A WWF bulletin said the new feast came as ‘a result of extensive meetings' 
between church leaders and WWF representatives. ] 


EPS 89.11.65 ::: [The patriarch] ... notes with distress the savage and 
merciless destruction of the natural environment today at the hands of human 
beings, with its highly dangerous consequences for the survival of the world 
God created. 


This gross misuse by modern human beings of their privileged position in 
creation and of the commandment given them by God to 'subdue' the earth 
(Genesis 1:28) has already brought the world to the verge of apocalyptic 
self-destruction, either through the pollution of nature, with its dangers to 
all living creatures, or through the extermination of many species of animals 
and plants, and in many other ways. Scientists and others who serve the 
things of the mind are already giving the alarm and talking of phenomena which 
threaten life on our planet, such as the 'greenhouse effect', preliminary 
signs of which have already been noted. [over] 
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Confronted with such a situation, the church of Christ cannot remain 
indifferent. It is a fundamental teaching of our faith that the world was 
created by God the Father, who is confessed in the creed of our faith as the 
'maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen’. 


According to the church fathers, a human being is the prince of creation and 
enjoys the privilege of freedom, and participates in both the material and the 
spiritual worlds. As such, he or she is created with the purpose of lifting 
creation up towards its Creator so that it can be saved from annihilation and 


death. 


This noble destiny of human beings was achieved, after the first Adam's 
failure and fall, by the ‘last Adam', the Son and Word of God become man, our 
Lord Jesus Christ who in his person united the world created by God and the 
uncreated God and who continues to do so by presenting the world as an eternal 
eucharistic offering to the Father. 


In every divine liturgy the church perpetuates that offertory as bread and 
wine - elements of the material creation - and in this way constantly 
indicates that human beings are not destined to dominate what has been created 
as if they owned it, but to act as priests of a kind and as stewards of 
creation, nurturing it in love and offering it with thankfulness and respect, 
and indeed in ‘fear and trembling', to the Creator. 


Unfortunately, human beings in our day, influenced in what they do by extreme 
rationalism and the unbounded pursuit of their earthly happiness, have lost 
their sensitivity to the sacred dimension of creation and behave like crude, 
authoritarian masters of creation. 


In place of the ascetic, eucharistic spirit fostered in its children by the 
Orthodox Church throughout the centuries, we see today nothing less than the 
rape of nature, to satisfy not the basic needs of humanity but an endless - an 
infinite - succession of appetites and desires which are encouraged by the 
dominant philosophy of the consumer society. 


But creation ‘has been groaning in travail' (Romans 8:22) and is already 
beginning to protest against this treatment from humanity, which cannot 
continue to exploit the sources of natural energy just as it sees fit. ... 


Listening to the distress of modern men and women, and considering a situation 
which at a deep level enlists our spiritual and fatherly responsibility and 
duty, we have decided in company with the Holy Synod around us to declare the 
first day of September in each year Environmental Protection Day, that being 
also the day on which we celebrate the beginning of the ecclesiastical year 


By this Patriarchal message we invite the whole Orthodox and Christian world 
to offer prayers to the Creator of the world each year on this day, in 
fellowship with the holy Mother Church, the great Church of Christ - to offer 
prayers of thankfulness for the great gift of the created world and prayers of 
supplication for its protection and Salvation; and at the same time we give 
fatherly encouragement to the faithful throughout the world to remind 
themselves and their children to respect and preserve the integrity of the 
natural environment, and would encourage those who direct the peoples and are 
responsible for governing them to take every necessary step without delay to 
Protect and save creation. We ask the Lord for all that is best for this 


world and we bestow upon all, those near and those afar off, our patriarchal 
and fatherly blessing. [EPS] 
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EPS appears 42 times a year. Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are Monday, 27 
November; Monday, 4 December; Monday, 18 December; and Monday, 15 January. 
Each EPS item has a number code. For example, item 90.01.72 is the 72nd 
item appearing in January 1990. Ask and EPS will fax headlines to you at 
our expense. You can then ask (and pay) for faxing full texts of items. EPS 
annual subscription rates: are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 BRD, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 275 
Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Recycled paper: Issues 35 and 36 of EPS were printed on recycled paper. 
From the first issue of 1990, you will receive EPS on recycled paper unless 
you tell us before then to continue to send it on standard white paper. In 
making your decision, know that this recycled paper will probably yellow after 
about five years, and thus be difficult to preserve longer than that. On 
request, you can receive copies of issues 35 and 36 on standard paper. Please 
be in touch with Désirée De Rycke at the EPS address about this matter. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
appeal for $US 100 000 (31 October) after typhoons in the Philippines. 
situation report #6 (20 October) on the December 1987 Armenia earthquake. 
situation report #2 (26 October) on the 1989 floods in India. 


In EPS 89.11.46, change BELK to BEK throughout. 


MECC NewsReport is available by subscription from the Middle East Council of 
Churches, P.O. Box 4259, Limassol, Cyprus. 


Churches Information and Monitoring Service (Box 60196, Hans Uirab Street, 
Katutura 9000, Namibia; phone: 264-61/217.441; fax: 264-61/217.444) is 
providing ecumenical information on the transition to independence of 
Namibia. Another source is Namibia Communications Centre (Box 5262, 
Auspanplatz, Windhoek 9000; phone: 264-61/ 34924 or 37790 or 37791). Its 
press information pack includes 20 background fact sheets. 


New from the World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva): The 
Palestinian Situation by Sarah Graham-Brown. 


The new (October) issue of the WCC Photo Oikoumene catalogue features 


pictures from Namibia. A copy is available from WCC/Communication, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The John Knox House Association (27 Créts-de-Pregny, CH-1218 Le Grand- 
Saconnex, Switzerland) has reprinted ‘'Concrete Ecumenical Experiences’, a 
1958 lecture by Madeleine Barot, to mark her 80th birthday and the 50th 


anniversary of the French ecumenical aid organization CIMADE, of which she was 
the first general secretary. 


The new (September) issue of Reformed World, journal of the World Alliance of 


Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2), focuses on the WARC General 
Council last August in Seoul. 


Theme of the current (October) issue 
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Ecumenical Press Service 
RESPONSES CRITIQUE DRAFT ON JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION 


EPS 89.11.66 ::: Critiques (mostly from western Europe) suggesting big 
changes in a draft of an ‘ecumenical theological affirmation on justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation' (JPIC) have been received at the JPIC 
office of the World Council of Churches. The Geneva-based WCC has called a 
World Convocation on JPIC, in Seoul next March (5-13). 


The responses come from more than 200 sources, the majority from western 
Europe. It is those which raise major theological, structural, and issue 
concerns about the 29-page draft. Most Third World respondents generally 
approve the paper. 


The draft went for comment last April to WCC members, non-members (notably the 
Roman Catholic Church), ecumenical bodies, action movements, and individuals. 
It identifies present-day threats to life, calls for church responses, and 
outlines proposed affirmations to be made by participants in the Seoul meeting. 


Apart from general comments about structure, length, and audience of the 
paper, respondents pose theological questions and list issues they think have 
been left out. 


The draft offers an outline of crucial issues of human survival, referring to 
ecological problems, militarization, human-rights violations, the external 
debt of Third World countries, global economic mechanisms benefitting rich 
countries, sexism, and racism. 


Among concerns left out, according to respondents, are world population 
growth, the drug traffic, conventional arms, the arms trade, religious 
freedom, refugees, ideological issues related to capitalism and socialism, 
guidelines for resource sharing, and non-violent forms of resistance. 


While some say the draft is too pessimistic and gives too much attention to 
threats to life, others say more attention should be focused on such threats. 


Some say the interconnectedness of peace, justice, and creation issues needs 
more elaboration. Many refer to the need to analyse social and political 
changes taking place in eastern Europe, and implications of those developments 
for the rest of the world. 


Some criticise the paper for its understanding of tthe church, and for 
over-emphasizing its sinfulness. Some also say the draft does not adequately 
relate JPIC issues to church unity. Some complain that the eucharist does not 
have a central place in the paper as a sign of unity. Some fault the theology 
of the draft as too human-centred. Some say environmental issues should be 
more clearly related to other social and political questions. 


‘Covenanting' is a major focus of the convocation; some respondents call for 
further elaboration of what '‘'covenanting' means in the JPIC context. Three 
issues are projected as the focus of covenanting in Seoul - protection of the 
‘atmosphere (in response to the ‘greenhouse effect' which seems to be resulting 
in global warming), the world economic order and the debt crisis, and issues 
of security and militarisation. 


About 1000 people - including about 550 official delegates - are expected in 
Seoul for the convocation. A revised draft of the JPIC paper is expected to 
be released by next January. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
WEST AFRICAN CONSULTATION ON ECUMENICAL WOMEN'S DECADE 


EPS 89.11.67 ::: A week of ecumenical visits (19-25 October) and a six-day 
consultation (26-31 October) took place last month in west Africa, in 
connection with the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, 
which began last year. ' 


The team visits (to Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, and Senegal) 
— and the consultation (in Lagos, Nigeria) were under the auspices of the 
World Council of Churches. 


They included efforts to identify local issues of particular concern to women. 
They ended with workshops involving church and community representatives, and 
people from groups for youth and women. In some places, several thousand 
people attended. 


Opening the consultation, Rebecca Aikhomu, wife of the Nigerian federal chief 
of general staff, praised the WCC for declaring the decade. She urged WCC 
members to eliminate all teachings and practices which discriminate against 
women. 


At the end of their time together, in light of reports on the visits and 
workshops, consultation participants offered 13 observations and 
recommendations in connection with the decade in the context of their region. 


They urged church support to women seeking to overcome such problems as lack 
of water, discrimination, poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, and ignorance - 
which keep women from ‘putting into full use their potentials, both in the 
church and the society’. 


Also, they said, the church must address itself to ‘biblical teachings and 
interpretations which inhibit women'. 


They called on the church to help change ‘cultural practices ... that oppress 
women', such as ‘certain widowhood rites, and oppression' of twins and their 


mothers. ‘The church should seek to uphold those practices that enhance the 
empowerment of women.' , 


The consultation also urged as a church priority that the church ‘evolve 
decision-making structures that include women and men', including 
representation for women reflecting ‘their numerical strength in the church’. 


Working with groups of women, the consultation said, the church should provide 
theological training for women, and seek to ‘make the ordination of women 
effective'. There was also a call for a 'better communication network between 
the various language groups' in the western part of Africa. 


Keynote speaker for the consultation was Mercy Amba Oduyoye, a WCC deputy 
general secretary. "Western churches in Africa', she said, ‘like the 
Christian World Communions to which they belong, have evolved structures that 
marginalise women.' She said the church ‘has become a slave to its fragmented 


past, while the rhetoric of its preaching of the eschatological vision of 
wholeness and oneness remains rhetoric’. 


rich norm church in Africa is burdened with so many problems', she 
rit oon it does not have time or energy to appreciate what the Holy Spirit 
Oing among women'. She added that in her experience, 'large sectors of 


the church have chosen to le 
gislate against pouri ° 
discernment (decision making)’. [EPS] ; emm 2e oi 
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DENMARK: DEBATE ABOUT CHURCH BLESSING FOR GAY PARTNERSHIPS 


EPS 89.11.68 ::: Since last month, it has been possible in Denmark for 
homosexual couples to register their partnerships with the civil authorities, 
and, for most purposes, to be treated in the same way as married couples. 


The new law has prompted what Church News from Denmark (CND) describes as ‘a 
lively debate' in church and society. That includes the question of whether 
priests of the Evangelical Lutheran Folk Church in Denmark (ELFD), of which 
most Danes are at least nominal members, might ask the blessing of God on such 
relationships. 


Legally, each ELFD priest can decide for him or herself how to respond to any 
request for a blessing on a registered homosexual partnership. 


Torben Rechendorff, the government minister for church affairs, said that in 
his view a church blessing for such registered partnerships should be given in 
the absence of strong arguments against it. 


That prompted a strong letter to Danish Prime Minister Poul Schliiter from the 
Church Gathering Around the Bible and Confession group. It said Rechendorff 
was acting like an archbishop, and so should be sacked. 


And Lindhardt Jensen, the ELFD priest who is president of the Inner Mission 
society, said the minister should not presume to give advice about the 
internal life of the church. 


He added: "The blessing of God is not a treasure which the church can 
appropriate for itself and scatter around at pleasure - or as it pleases a 
bishop or the minister for church affairs. A church undertaking the blessing 
of relationships which the Word of God rejects as sin is an unfaithful servant 
and an apostate church.' 


Another clause in the bill allowing the registered partnerships implies that 
ELFD parish priests are obliged - as they are in the case of married couples - 
to attempt to arrange a reconciliation in case of difficulties in the 
relationship (if both parties wish such action, and if at least one of them 
resides in the parish of the priest). 


A government circular to that effect prompted what CND describes as a ‘storm 
of protests’. Some ELFD bishops said priests cannot be required to do that. 


It seems likely the law will be changed to accommodate that objection. 


Meanwhile, in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, a San Francisco 
parish voted to call a seminary-trained, Lutheran lesbian couple as assistant 
pastors. They would spend most of their work time staffing Lutheran Lesbian 
and Gay Ministry in the Bay Area. Another Lutheran congregation in the area 
was expected to call a seminary-trained Lutheran gay man to form a 
three-person team with the couple. 


In Minneapolis, Executive Director Joseph Wagner of the ELCA Division for 
Ministry, said 'these alleged calls have not been properly authorized and, 
therefore, cannot be recognised by this church or any of its synods'. Lyle 
Miller, ELCA bishop for the area which includes San Francisco, added that 
besides the fact that the couple is not on a list of people eligible for calls 
in the ELCA, they could not be approved for ordination 'if they are practising 
their homosexuality'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUMENICAL APPEALS FOR ROMANIAN PASTOR 


EPS 89.11.69 ::: Separately, officials of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and of the World Council of Churches have appealed to Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceaucescu on behalf of Reformed Pastor Laszlo Tokes and his 


family. 


The pastor is an outspoken opponent of Romanian government policy. There have 
been reports of an attempt on his life, and he has been repudiated by the two 
Reformed bishops in Romania [EPS 89.11.55]. ) 


In his message (9 November), WARC General Secretary Milan Opocensky urged 
Ceaucescu to 'take all necessary measures to guarantee' the safety of Tokés. 
'We trust that your office will undertake all steps enabling him to continue 
his work.' 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro (8 November) expressed deep concern about 
the attempt on the life of the pastor. ‘We appeal to you', Castro wrote 
Ceaucescu, 'to take all necessary steps for the protection and safety of Tokés 
and family, and for enabling him to continue his pastoral service to his 
congregation’. 


Castro asked Ceaucescu to give ‘urgent and sympathetic consideration' to his 
request. [EPS] 


ZAMBIA: REFORMED CHURCH CONDEMNS ITS MOTHER (by Isaac Phiri) 


EPS 89.11.70 ::: The 17th Synod of the Reformed Church in Zambia has 
condemned its mother church (and major source of its funds), the white Dutch 
Reformed Church (NGK) in South Africa. RCZ called on NGK to 'turn away' from 
its ‘covert and overt support and justification of apartheid', the South 
African system of white supremacy. 


RCZ said it would give NGK till 1991 to 'make its position and public action 
unequivocally clear' on apartheid, before taking a final action on NGK links. 
It also observed that RCZ has ‘with good reasons, been afraid of financial 
victimisation', if it issued such a public challenge. 


In other action, the synod voted overwhelmingly to allow the ordination of 
women. 


Besides from Zambia, synod participants came from Malawi, Zaire, Zimbabwe, and 
South Africa. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: TWO REFORMED CHURCHES SET OUT MERGER STEPS 


EPS 89.11.71 ::: The Dutch Reformed Church in Africa (DRCA) and the Dutch 
Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) have published a plan for initial steps to lead 
to their merger as the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa. 


Each denomination was founded by the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK), the 
NGSK for people of mixed race (coloureds), the DRCA for blacks in South Africa. 
Oe to the Proposal from congregations are due by the end of January. 
e€ plan emphasises church administration primarily at the regional level, 


which would make it easier for parishes and denominations in neighbouring 
countries to South Africa to be part of URCSA. [EPS] 
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CHURCH LEADERS RESPOND TO NAMIBIA ELECTION 


EPS 89.11.72 ::: Namibian Lutheran Bishops Hendrik Frederik and Kleopas 
Dumeni, and General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
were among church leaders who responded to the elections this month in 
Namibia, a major step in the process which is to lead to Namibian independence 
from South Africa. 


Both bishops urged all Namibians to accept the results and work together for 
the welfare of the country. Frederik, who is also president of the Council of 
Churches in Namibia, said the church will continue its work for reconciliation. 


Dumeni said that ‘after decades of violence and suffering, of foreign 
occupation and violations of human rights, we have finally been able to 
determine our own future in a democratic, free, and fair election. We thank 
God. We rejoice, and are very happy.' 


He thanked those who have been praying inside Namibia and around the world. 
‘I ask that your prayers continue. God answers prayer. ... Finally, I ask 
that we Namibians, all of us, be peacemakers. Jesus gives us peace. Jesus 
will give us peace.' 


In a ‘message to the churches in Namibia', Castro offered congratulations to 
Namibians 'for their enthusiastic participation in the elections, affirming 
their faith in democracy’. 


He called it a 'privilege for the ecumenical community to accompany you 
through your long period of struggle and suffering, and to be inspired by your 
faithful witness and ministry. We hope that the transition to independence 
will be smooth, and be marked by cooperation and unity among the people.’ 


Most of the 1.3 million Namibians are Christians, and most of them are 
Lutherans. [EPS] 


EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL LEADER REFLECTS ON OPENING OF BERLIN WALL 


EPS 89.11.73 ::: General Secretary Jean Fischer of the Geneva-—based 
Conference of European Churches says the decision by the DDR (East German) 
government to open the Berlin Wall is a 'new sign of hope, which shows that 
justice can be obtained when it is tirelessly sought’. 


Recalling a three-country walk during the European Ecumenical Assembly last 
May in Basel, Fischer said that no one there ‘could have imagined or dreamed 
that only six months later the Berlin Wall, the symbol of European division, 
would be dismantled so quickly, hence opening such a significant border'. 


Basel is at the Swiss border with France and West Germany. He called the 
march through the three countries 'a foretaste of a Europe without frontiers. 
... For 30 years, in the family of the Conference of European Churches, we 
_ have prayed, we have acted, and we have demonstrated that the faith which 
unites churches and Christians in Europe is stronger than all the barriers 
that have divided the European peoples. ... 


‘We are profoundly happy', he added, that many results of the assembly ‘have 
been taken over directly by the programme of renewal' in the DDR, where 
developments are ‘springing forth also from the European and global process of 
justice and peace for the whole creation’. [EPS] 
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UKRAINE: SOME ORTHODOX PARISHES BECOMING CATHOLIC 
EPS 89.11.74 ::: Officially, the Ukrainian Catholic Church (a form of Roman 
Catholicism whose worship forms and spiritual life resembles that of Eastern 
Orthodoxy in the Ukraine) is illegal in the Soviet Union. But, reports 
UK-based Keston News Service, ‘Ukrainian Catholics continue to reclaim church 
buildings', a recent one being Transfiguration church, the second largest 
parish in Lviv. Ukrainian Catholicism came into being in 1596, made up of 
one-time Orthodox. It was outlawed in the Soviet Union in 1946, after a 
Ukrainian Catholic synod voted to become part of the Russian Orthodox Church 
[EPS 89.08.57]. Transfiguration is the former parish of Hryhory Kostelnyk, 
one of the priests who initiated the 1946 synod. Supporters and opponents of 
the 1596 and 1946 decisions make different assessments of how voluntary they 
were. Some other Orthodox parishes in the Ukraine have announced their 
departure from the Russian Orthodox Church in order to be part of an 
autonomous Ukrainian Orthodox jurisdiction [EPS 89.10.105]. [EPS] 


LEBANON: PATRIARCH FLEES AFTER ATTACK 

EPS 89.11.75 ::: Maronite Patriarch Nasralla Pierre Sfeir has left his main 
residence, in Bkerke, near Beirut, and taken refuge in his summer residence in 
Dimane, in Syria-controlled north Lebanon. He fled after about 100 supporters 
of Lebanese Christian military leader Michel Aoun broke into his home (5 
November) to protest patriarchal support for the election of a new Lebanese 
president, which Aoun opposes. Aoun later apologised for what his supporters 
did. The election is part of a peace plan for Lebanon supported by the Arab 
League. Maronites are the largest Christian grouping in Lebanon, and form a 
distinct community within Roman Catholicism. [EPS] 


AUSTRALIA: ANGLICAN TRIBUNAL RULES DIOCESE CANNOT PRIEST WOMEN 

EPS 89.11.76 ::: The seven-member Appellate Tribunal of the Anglican Church 
of Australia ruled unanimously (2 November) that the ACA Diocese of Melbourne 
cannot ordain women as priests. The synod of that diocese voted in 1988 to go 
ahead with such ordinations, subject to a ruling from the tribunal that they 
would be constitutional. There is no ACA-wide consensus on whether women 
should be ordained priests, though ACA does ordain women as deacons. The 
court ruled that the 1854 parliamentary act which established the diocese does 
not give it the power to decide on the ordination question by itself. [EPS] 


PROPORTION OF CHURCH PEOPLE LEAVING DDR SAID HALF THAT OF POPULATION 

EPS 89.11.77 ::: Manfred Stolpe, vice chair of the Evangelical (Lutheran and 
United) leadership conference in the DDR (East Germany) estimates that the 
Proportion of church people among the 250 000 or so who have emigrated from 
the DDR this year is roughly half the proportion of church membership in the 
DDR population as a whole. Most DDR Christians are members of one of eight 
Evangelical Landeskirchen (regional churches). During a visit to Geneva 
earlier this month, Stolpe estimated Evangelical membership at ‘a good third' 
of the DDR population of about 16 million. He estimated the proportion of 
church people among the emigrants at a sixth or less. Church leaders have 
been appealing to DDR citizens to remain and work for change. [EPS] 


SCOTLAND: BAPTISTS DECLINE TO JOIN ECUMENICAL BODY 

EPS 89.11.78 ::: The assembly of the Baptist Union of Scotland has declined 
to be either a member or an associate member of proposed new ecumenical bodies 
for Scotland and for Britain and Ireland. Among other things, opponents 
objected to being associated through such membership with Roman Catholics and 
Anglicans. One opponent said membership ‘would imply the acknowledgement that 
Romanism is a valid expression of the Christian faith'. Another said some 
Anglican bishops deny the deity of Jesus Christ and his resurrection. [EPS] 
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FRENCH WANT TO JOIN ENGLISH-GERMAN CHURCH TALKS 
EPS 89.11.79 ::: Through their joint council, the two main Lutheran and two 
main Reformed denominations in France say they want to join ongoing talks 
between the [Anglican] Church of England and the Evangelical Landeskirchen 
(United, Reformed, or Lutheran regional churches) in the two Germanys. [EPS] 


MOZAMBIQUE RELEASES EIGHT 

EPS 89.11.80 ::: Saying it found 'no evidence of ill intent', Mozambique 
authorities have released eight people associated with South Africa-—based 
Frontline Fellowship and US-based Christian Emergency Relief Team (CERT). The 
eight were freed six days after their arrest for illegally entering the 
country from neighbouring Malawi [EPS 89.11.09]. Just before their release, 
the official Mozambique news agency published a report on long-standing links 
between one of those arrested with Renamo, a group seeking to overthrow the 
Mozambican government. According to a new study by US journalist Sara Diamond 
(‘Spiritual Warfare: The Politics of the Christian Right'), CERT people have 
been supporting armed opponents of the Nicaraguan government. [EPS] 


NIGERIA: ANGLICANS NAME NINE MISSIONARY BISHOPS 
EPS 89.11.81 ::: The [Anglican] Church of the Province of Nigeria has named 
nine missionary bishops in connection with an evangelism emphasis, notably in 
the mostly Muslim north of the country. The new plan also gives Nigerian 
Anglicans a bishop in each of the capitals of the 21 Nigerian states. [EPS] 


ENGLAND: ANGLICAN SYNOD TAKES STEP TOWARDS ORDAINING WOMEN AS PRIESTS 

EPS 89.11.82 ::: Meeting earlier this month, the General Synod of the 
[Anglican] Church of England approved continuing the process which could 
eventually allow women to be ordained priests within the denomination. The 
approved measure goes next to the 44 English Anglican dioceses for their 
consideration. The votes in favour were about 64 percent in each of the three 
synod houses (bishops, clergy, laity). For the legislation to be finally 
approved, a two-thirds majority in favour in each synod house is required. 
That vote would not come for two or three years. Elections for a new synod 
take place next year. [EPS] 


LAOTIAN CHURCH LEADER VISITS ITALY 
EPS 89.11.83 ::: President K. Kamphone of the Protestant [United] Church of 
Laos visited counterparts in Italy last month. He was in Rome in connection 
with his work as a United Nations staff member in Laos. He reported that 
after more than a decade of isolation, his denomination is now able to 
re-establish overseas ecumenical contacts. [EPS] 


DDR: UNITED BISHOP RESIGNS 
EPS 89.11.84 ::: After a 32-30 no-confidence vote in the synod of the 
Evangelical [United] Church of Greifswald, a Landeskirche (regional church) in 
the DDR (East Germany), its bishop, Horst Gienke, has resigned. Critics say 
Gienke was too closely linked with former DDR leader Erich Honecker. [EPS] 


CONSULTATION CONSIDERS MISSION IN MARXIST-LED EUROPE 

EPS 89.11.85 ::: Last month, church representatives from Bulgaria, CSSR 
_ (Czechoslovakia), DDR (East Germany), Poland, Yugoslavia, and the Soviet Union 
met near Budapest (2-10 October) to discuss issues of mission and evangelism 
in Marxist-led societies. The meeting was sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches and Conference of European Churches. High on its agenda were 
implications for the church of the current major changes in the region. A 
report from the group said the 'prophetic voice of the Christian world ... is 
more necessary than ever if society is not to swing from extreme Stalinist 
injstice into extreme, profit-oriented, capitalistic injustice’. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: 'The Church and Human Rights' 


[This text was released in the wake of the meeting in Liebfrauenberg (France, 
13-15 October) of the Permanent Lutheran-Reformed Council [of France]. It was 
translated from the French by the Language Service of the World Council of 


Churches. ] 


EPS 89.11.86 ::: ... Echoing the final message of the Ecumenical Assembly 
for Peace with Justice ([last May in] Basel), we acknowledge that 'God's final 
purpose for humanity remains an inscrutable mystery. Believing in the gospel 
as the revelation of this mystery, however, we are persuaded that God will 
shepherd his creation to safety and deliverance. On the rock of this assurance 
we resist fatalism of any sort'. 


‘Since liberty is to be at peace with God and so be master of all things, 
liberty equals salvation' (M. Lienhard). This central affirmation of the 
gospel, adopted by the Reformation, has been a driving force which has helped 
to further many freedoms. We confess our faith that trusting obedience to 
God's Word is the source of all freedom. Yet we know this liberty is not 
achieved once and for all. It is a fragile thing, always growing and 
developing, which we receive so that we can serve others. 


Called to seek justice, peace and the integrity of creation, we are 
increasingly conscious of the need for us to act in our local situations 
without ever letting the diversity of our activities make us forget the 
universal scope of the Gospel's plan. 


What has been achieved in the field of human rights in our countries does not 
mean we can relax our vigilance in regard to the injustices which still 
persist. So that we do not remain deaf to the voice of those who have no 
rights, here and elsewhere in the world, we must find ways and means of 


associating ourselves with Christians in other countries in the struggle for 
justice. 


Our heritage as a Protestant minority in France has made us sensitive to these 
situations of marginalization and oppression and to the need to draw them to 


the attention of our legislators. As in the past, others besides us are 
engaged in this work today. 


Although Protestantism has contributed to the establishment of freedom of 
conscience and the emergence of a democratic and secular state, we acknowledge 
that we have claimed for ourselves rights which we have not always insisted on 
for others. We note that no fundamental reflection on human rights can take 
Place without corresponding reflection on structures and institutions, in 
particular economic ones (cf: the inequalities between North and South on our 
planet, the arms trade, the violations of justice, freedom and peace). 


We have searched the Scriptures to compare human rights in themselves with the 
gospel. The churches have tended to '‘coopt' human rights, even though some 
defenders of human rights have often been at odds with the Christian faith. 
Historians and theologians can make a precious contribution to help overcome 
these differences and arrive at fruitful collaboration in various areas. 


es ‘God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power and love 
and self-control' (2 Timothy 1:7), we urge you to seek this spirit in the 


Passion of God himself, who is our creator and saviour, the author and 
guarantor of our freedom. [EPS] 
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_ ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Message to DDR Churches' 


[This is excerpted from a message (15 November) from General Secretary Emilio 
Castro of the World Council of Churches to the Federation of Evangelical 
(United and Lutheran regional) Churches in the DDR (East Germany). ] 


EPS 89.11.87 ::: ... The events of the past few days have been so dramatic 
and unpredictable that their full meaning and implications have yet to be 
known. With the breaking down of the Berlin Wall you have entered a new epoch 
in European history. It is perhaps the single most important development 
after the end of the Second World War. 


Your commendable witness in the midst of a situation which in no sense was 
easy during the last 40 years, and your profound theological insights have 
made you a natural and credible partner for dialogue for those in authority 
and those who seek changes. The new situation is making new demands on your 
pastoral resources and powers of discernment. The people who yearn for 
democratic participation, freedom, and justice as part of the quest to build a 
new world of peace need your guidance, inspiration and support. ... 


ECUTEXT: ‘Pastoral Letter from DDR Bishop Werner Leich' 


[During the upheavals in the DDR (East Germany) in recent weeks, church 
leaders have issued various letters and appeals. This is one example of such, 
issued in mid-October by Werner Leich, Lutheran bishop for Thuringia. It was 
translated by the Language Service of the World Council of Churches. ] 


EPS 89.11.88 ::: ... An open media policy is urgently needed as an 
instrument of public debate. The forthcoming elections must serve renewal, 
with a vote by secret ballot ... to allow for a clear-cut decision on 
candidates and their programmes. ... We need the right of freedom to travel 
for all our citizens, to show that the state respects them as adult people. ... 


I beg you, friends and fellow citizens: No matter what happens, do not 
deviate from the principle of non-violence. Follow the example of Dr Martin 
Luther King, that witness to your faith. To the members of the security 
forces I say: whoever gives the order to beat and injure peacefully 
demonstrating members of their own people, and those who carry out such an 
order, must answer for themselves before God and humanity. ... 


All those who stand up clearly for their convictions in their own situation 
are paving the way for renewal in the truth. Do not let yourselves be 
intimidated any longer by the thought that speaking the truth could bring you 
trouble. No renewal in the truth can come about unless we are willing to be 
bold and make sacrifices. ... 


God has given us the spirit of strength ... nourished by the presence of Jesus 
Christ in the gathered community, and by daily prayer. ... Where the spirit of 
love reigns, opposing views on practical issues will never degenerate into 
_ personal enmity. Love holds the door of reconciliation open to everyone. God 
has given us the spirit of self-control - that is ... endurance. Even in 
adversity it trusts in the final intervention of God ... [and sees] this world 
as a station on the pilgrimage towards ... God's kingdom. 


Our way in the present will not be easy. But with the spirit of strength, 
love and self-control we shall succeed. That is my testimony to you, and in 
that let us stand together. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: ‘The Church in the DDR and Poland - Differences’ 


EPS 89.11.89 ::: In recent months, an easy media equation has sometimes been 
made between the roles of the Roman Catholic Church in Poland and of BEK, the 
federation of Landeskirchen (eight United or Lutheran regional churches), in 
the DDR (East Germany) - each lending its support to opposition forces with 
the aim of overthrowing the established authorities. 


It is a tempting parallel - but an incorrect one. Unlike Polish Roman 
Catholicism, BEK has never claimed to be able to derive from its theology or 
from a ‘social doctrine of the church', a political or economic regime that is 
supposedly more 'Christian' than another. 


In a statement published in 1973, in which they tried to define their place in 
an atheistic, Marxist-Leninist society, the BEK leadership said: ‘We want to 
be a church living and fulfilling its own ministry within a socialist society, 
and not parallel to it or in opposition to it.' 


It went on immediately to say that the church acknowledges itself responsible 
before God alone and that, while it accepts the social and political 
structures of society, that does not mean there could ever be a ‘socialist 
theology' or a ‘socialist church’. 


In other words, the church fully accepts that a society may be secularized and 
even atheistic, but it demands for itself - and for others - the right to 
exercise its own faith: 


‘A church in socialism is a church which gives the church communities and 
Christian citizens of this country all the help they need to find their way in 
a socialist society, thanks to the freedom of a faith placed in the one Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to guide their actions and commitment for the good of each 
individual and of the community.' 


Consequently, BEK has always defended vis-a-vis the state the right of every 
believer to live according to his or her Christian convictions (the debate on 
the 'Jugendweihe' springs to mind - the ceremony initiating young people into 
socialist society - and, more recently, that on the recognition of 
conscientious objection), as well as the right of every citizen to exercise 


without fear, liberty of expression and action...as enshrined in the country's 
constitution. 


Wanting to be a ‘church for others', they were not content simply to defend 
their own interests, or the power they had in any case lost, but also acted as 
a refuge or, on occasion, a mouthpiece for those who, though not sharing their 


ih or socio-political positions, had no other means of making themselves 
eard. 


In all this BEK has chosen the narrow way between ‘resistance and submission' 
(Dietrich Bonhoeffer). 


This means that now BEK lives in a double tension —- both with the authorities 


and with certain opposition groups. But this is the way these churches have 
always chosen — the way of true freedom. [EPS] 


[This is adapted from an item distributed by the Paris-based BIP church news 


service. It was translated from the French by the L 
uage Service of the 
World Council of Churches. ] - edee 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: ‘Reformation Today’ (by Emilio Castro) 


EPS 89.11.90 ::: ... Conversion to Jesus Christ shakes all our internal 
structures, enables us to establish a new point of reference, and invites us 
to a new loyalty. . And while the psychological conditioning factors do not 
wholly disappear, they are brought up against a new focus and fundamental 
experience which makes it possible to transform -and reorganize them, and to 
place them in the service of a just cause. 


We have also been taught how many social conditioning factors weigh heavily 
upon us. The fact that we belong to a specific class, an ethnic group, a 
nation, conditions our judgment, our perspectives and our mode of being and 
reacting. 


Here too the experience of conversion to Jesus Christ does not transform all 
the conditioning factors that surround us and mould us, but it does introduce 
a reference factor that gets rid of all the claims of our socio-economic 
categories to absoluteness and invites us to think through afresh the 
possibilities for structural transformation which may contribute to. the 
creation of a more humane and just society. 


But the freedom we receive in Jesus Christ is for mission and liberation. We 
are not escaping past slavery simply to fall into the Slavery of a self- 
Satisfying spiritual experience. 


We are called to move away from slavery to our own selves, and the privileges 
which we lay hold on for ourselves, into an area of creative liberty whereby 
placing ourselves at the service of others we are placing ourselves in the 
service of God himself. 


The Reformation we are celebrating was an act of faith, a manifestation of 
first one man's conviction, then that of a church and later still of a people, 
that the action of God in Jesus Christ, in liberating from all Slavery to the 
past committed us to creating a new way of being a church and of being 
Christians in the world. 


Today as we try to translate the Reformation into practice for today, we are 
trying to relive in a new and fresh way the experience of encountering Jesus 
Christ, as a result of which we proceed to affirm our liberating calling. But 
here a warning is in place. 


To be a Christian is to enter into a risky terrain, because the God who took 
upon himself the fate of humanity in Jesus Christ, on the cross, calls us to 
take up our own crosses, to challenge with him the demons of modern power, and 
to confront the forces which are destroying the environment, disturbing the 
peace, and giving a sacral value to injustice. 


God invites us to proclaim justice throughout Germany, Europe, and the whole 
world. The experience which liberates places us in the service of freedom, of 
renewal in history and of the coming kingdom. ... [EPS] 


[Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This item is 
translated from the Spanish original by the WCC Language Service. if ay Sk 
excerpted from a sermon (31 October) in the Kreuzkirche in Bonn, marking the 
annual festival of the 16th-century reformation of the western church.] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: ‘Orthodoxy and Youth' (by Michel Nseir) 


[Nseir is the new president of Syndesmos, the world federation of Orthodox 
youth. This is taken from his speech right after his election, at the 13th 
Syndesmos assembly (Boston 26-30 June). It appeared in longer form in the 
September-October issue of Orthodox Press Service (SOP). It was translated 
from the French by the Language Service of the World Council of Churches.] 


EPS 89.11.91 ::: ... Several dangers are at present weighing heavily on 
relations between young people and the church. Unfortunately the gap is 
widening between theologians and non-theologians. This is something new in 
the history and tradition of the Orthodox church. It should not be. 


We must preserve the life of the church from pretentious patterns and/or 
models coming from the structures of other churches. Our youth are suffering 
greatly from these. Our theology is suffering immensely, and so the people of 
God are also suffering from them. This deviation from our norms damages the 
witness of Syndesmos as a youth organization in the church's life. It is our 
duty to know how this can be remedied. 


Moreover, and despite all triumphalist comments, the gap is once more widening 
between laity and clergy. Frequent use of this kind of language is harming 
the spiritual life of our church. 


Institutionalization is a great and dangerous threat to the Orthodox church. 
How are we to preserve the Spirit, minimize the pressure of the ‘institution' 
and get beyond the laity-clergy antinomy, so that we can return to the 
original vision of the church? Young people are more and more remote from the 
church, which is becoming increasingly institutionalized because of the sheer 
force of circumstances. Syndesmos must commit itself to a process of 
reconciliation and serve unity within the life of our church. 


The risk exists too of institutionalizing Syndesmos, and we must struggle 
against it. This is a hard task in a world which operates only through 


institutions. A good dose of discerning spirituality is needed to help us 
overcome that temptation .... 


A great debate is under way on ecumenism in the Orthodox church. Ecumenically, 
the Orthodox hierarchies are officially very much involved. But in practice 
they do not transmit the ecumenical dimension to the members. This is a 
betrayal of our Tradition. In this area the church is not bearing its witness 


to the full. Our role is to press the church to define clearly its commitment 
to ecumenism. 


To those in the ecumenical venture with fears for the spiritual identity of 


Orthodoxy we say that fear of the other is simply fear of oneself and is the 
expression of a kind of weakness. 


With the grace of the Lord we know that we have nothing to fear as regards the 
enduring quality of our spirituality and our Orthodox identity. That is why we 


eiaieor be afraid. We must go and meet the other and bear witness to our 
al eee 


Ecumenism is not only Christians in encounter. The ecumenical dimension of our 


witness has to be all-embracing. Thus it is encounter with other Christians 


and non-Christians with the other, to wh 
atever fait 
or she subscribes. ... [EPS] : hy SCabent Ser vAveolegyeie 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'Results of a Church Union Failure' (by Rupert Davies) 


EPS 89.11.92 ::: Twenty years ago the Anglican-Methodist Scheme of Unity was 
rejected by the Convocations of the Church of England because it received 
slightly less than the majority of 75 percent required. 


The same thing happened three years later in the General Synod when the scheme 
was presented in a modestly revised form. 


Much the same thing happened when the plan for covenanting was put before the 
synod in 1982, the differences being that more churches were included and the 
majority required was 66 percent. 


If a very few clergy had voted differently in 1969 and 1972, or if the 
majority required had been 66 percent on those occasions, the Church of 
England and the Methodist Church would soon have been in full communion with 
each other, and by now, probably, united into one church. 


Other Free churches would no doubt have joined in by this time. 


Some have argued that the rejections were the will of God, eccentrically 
disclosed to a minority of Anglican clergy, a few bishops, and less than a 
quarter of the Methodist Conference. 


This view is unsustainable in the light of the dire consequences for all the 
churches involved. Here are some of them. 


Each church has become excessively introvertive. 


When the unity proposals were put forward, we were all jolted out of 
denominationalism into a vision of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
church of Jesus Christ. 


When they were rejected we sank back into our old patterns of domestic 
argument, and each church cherished once again the illusion of 
self-sufficiency. 


The Free churches have been marginalised in public perception and national 
influence. 


This is a curious but undeniable fact. They might have been expected to gain 
in esteem in view of their leadership in ecumenical and social matters. But 
they are largely disregarded, except when one of their leaders makes a 
Statement which can be taken out of its context and made to sound outrageous. 


May it be partly because Anglicans have reinstated the old English 
ecclesiastical class system with themselves in the top rank? 


At the national (though not the local) level the Free churches have been 
replaced in many Anglican minds by the Roman Catholic church as the prime 
- concern of their ecumenism. For them '‘ecumenism' now means, simply, 
‘relations with Rome'. 


This is hurtful, since ecumenism in England for half-a-century was a joint 
enterprise of the Free churches with the Church of England. It is also 
profoundly anti-ecumenical. [over] 
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Free-church people welcome the meeting of the archbishop of Canterbury with 
the pope as a step towards ‘the unity of all Christian people’. They also 
have fruitful though less publicised dialogue with Rome. 


For Anglicans and Roman Catholics to ‘hive off' serves only to widen the rift 
between Catholics and Protestants which was steadily closing. If the 
non-Roman Catholic churches in England had come together in preparation for 
conversations with Rome, we should now have a truly national ecumenical 
movement. 


The Free churches’ suffer, too, from not being allowed to make _ the 
contributions to the Church of England which they believe they could (as well 
as missing out on what the Church of England can give them). 


The first of these is a substantial body of churchpeople, lay and ordained, 
without extreme views on theological issues, and willing to live 
constructively with those who differ from them (surely a great boon to the 
Church of England in its present state, where, it has been said, in the words 
of W. B. Yeats, 'Things fall apart, the centre cannot hold'.) 


The Free churches cannot now offer an incentive to a revision of the 
church-state relationship. The Anglican-Methodist scheme clearly contemplated 
a change in the bizarre arrangements for the appointment of the principal 
officers of the church and the control of its liturgy by parliament. 


There is something else that the Free churches would have dearly liked to 
offer the Church of England - their experience of the ministry of ordained 
women. 


Indeed, it is likely that if the unity scheme or the covenant had gone 
through, there would now be [English] Anglican women priests, or at least a 
steadier advance towards the priesting of women. 


For Anglicans would have been working and worshipping with ordained women 
ministers over a wide area, and would have discovered that ‘women priests' are 
theologically and pastorally necessary for the well-being of the church. As 


it is, Anglicans often regard the ordained women of the Free churches as 
irrelevant to their problems. 


What can be done to repair the damage caused in 1969? Encourage the Not 
Strangers but Pilgrims process? Yes, but this is a long haul, since we have 
been sent back to the position reached in the 1950s. 


Meanwhile, can we not begin to consider again together the nature of the 
ordained ministry, not in the outdated language of validity, but in that of 
spiritual effectiveness combined with continuity in history, life and teaching? 


[English Anglican theologian] Geoffrey Rowell raises the questions of 
tradition' and ‘authority' in his opposition to women's ordination. The Free 
churches have, historically, given much thought to these matters. 


Rowell's ‘catholic' notions Seem to us far too exclusive, scarcely allowing 
for any advance under the guidance of the Spirit. Our teachings may seem to 


him extravagantly broad. Is there not now an imperative need for 
consultation? [EPS] 


[Davies is a former president of the British Methodist Conference. This item 
appeared in the the English Anglican weekly Church Times. ] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'The Last Decade in Christian-Muslim Dialogue' (by Stuart Brown) 


EPS 89.11.93 ::: ... [Some orientations in the 1977 Guidelines for Dialogue 
of the World Council of Churches have] become so commonplace that it is 
surprising to recall their novelty only a decade ago. Churches everywhere now 
seek constructive dialogue with other religious communities, either to 
overcome misunderstandings or to consolidate existing goodwill. These 
contacts are almost always in a local or national context, with each group 
free to define itself. 


Christians usually come to dialogue ecumenically. Roman Catholics have 
participated in all recent WCC-sponsored dialogues, and members of evangelical 
churches have been present at several of them. The Vatican ... Council of 
Interreligious Dialogue generally invites the WCC to send observers to its 
meetings. Similarly, the WCC has worked closely with such regional ecumenical 
organizations as the Conference of European Churches, the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, and several national councils in ... its programmes. 


--- Three of the 1977 rubrics appear neglected. It has, however, been 
difficult to plan together because of the lack of a single Islamic partner 
with whom to relate. This will be less of a problem as the Muslims involved 
in dialogue form their own consensus and the institutional committee gains 
more credence with the participating organizations. 


Christians and Muslims have attended several world interfaith conventions, but 
this has not had a significant influence on their own bilateral contacts, for 
better or worse. More importance has been accorded to local collaboration, as 
between the Council of Muslim Communities of Canada and the Canadian Council 
of Churches or their counterparts in Fiji or Burkina Faso. ... 


Common worship remains an issue, by-passed in the quest for social cooperation 
and mutual explanation and perhaps superseded, ... [at least for now, by the 
model] of people coming together to pray, rather than coming to pray together. 
Improved mutual awareness has permitted a recognition of the nuances existing 
between different forms of prayer and a confidence that prayers offered 
separately with a common intention will confirm the resolve of all the 
worshippers to work for harmony without being taken amiss by the one God who 
hears them all. 


Interfaith dialogue has come of age .... Intercommunal consultations may soon 
be consigned to local fora, while the WCC and other international bodies seek 
other avenues of mutual support. 


These could take a variety of forms. Bilateral development of extended 
programmes of combined theological reflection offers possibilities. Joint 
visits to troubled areas could be arranged in a concerted quest for lasting 
cures to lingering maladies in different pluralistic societies. Common 
programmes of service to the world or to particular regions or countries could 
also be set in motion. 


‘The basic effort of promoting respect and understanding through elimination of 
prejudice will of course continue for some time to come. But the progress 
made in the few years of WCC engagement in Christian-Muslim relations is 
already both a mark of success and an encouragement for the future. [EPS] 


[Brown is general secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches. Before that 
he was responsible for Christian-Muslim dialogue at the World Council of 
Churches. ] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: ‘Korean Reunification' (by Park Seong-—Won) 


EPS (°89.11.94°0 2235! First ©! of/) all, the division contributes to’ the 
dehumanization of the people in Korea. There is strong hostility among the 
people who used to be brothers and sisters, with the same culture and 
language. If north and south Koreans meet, they have to stay away from each 
other. North Korea is the farthest country from us, and the south is the 
farthest country for the north. 


Secondly, we have about ten million separated families who have never had a 
chance to meet with the family members on the other side. This has dehumanized 
the people who are living in Korea. 


There are also political consequences because of this division. I think the 
division ideology has been a major factor contributing to the creation and 
maintenance of dictatorial and authoritative regimes on both sides. Successive 
regimes in the north and south have been denying also basic human rights, as 
well as economic and political rights. This has been done under the pretext 
of threats from the north, and threats from the south. 


Also, the struggle for peace and justice and democracy has been disturbed by 
this division ideology, because all the people engaged in these movements have 
been labelled pro-communist, or anti-revolutionary. So this division ideology 
has been used as a main tool to suppress all these kinds of movements. 


One of the most difficult problems we have in this division situation is 
militarisation. The whole country has been militarized since the division, 
for 40 years. Korea is one of the most heavily armed areas in the world. 
More than 1.5 million troops are pitted against each other on both sides. 


Koreans live in a military culture, because from cradle to grave people cannot 
avoid military and the para-military organisations, military training, 
military education, military propaganda as well. And it is known that 
numerous nuclear weapons are on both sides. 


I would say there is not one single person who would not want reunification. 
It is a kind of eschatological dream, or ultimate goal of Korean people, 
though different people have different ideas about the best ways and means. 
Even children are singing a song about reunification. I have a three-year old 
daughter who has never been in Korea, and she sings that song. 


Koreans are very homogeneous people, with a very strong ethnic background. We 
use the same language, we have the same culture, the same history. Hardly 
anyone in the world speaks Korean except Koreans. Since the seventh century, 
we have been living in a united country. We have never been separated from 
each other. In the past, Korea was often threatened by surrounding countries 
- China and Japan and Russia and so on. They have wanted to divide Korea so 
each can take a part, but Korea has been sustained. 


One of the passages often read by Korean Christians to give a meaning to 
reunification is Ezekiel 37. God tells Ezekiel to write Judah on one bar and 
Israel on another. And God brings the two bars together. So, for many Korean 
Christians that passage is talking precisely of our problems. [EPS] 


Asie abridged and adapted from an interview conducted by Monique 
cuieilan, audio producer at the World Council of Churches. Park, a theology 


professor, is an executive secretary at 
th = 
Reformed Churches. ] y e Geneva-based World Alliance of 


Ecumenical Press Service 
ECUVIEW: 'A Letter from Warring El Salvador' 


EPS 89.11.95 ::: ... Numerous violent incidents accumulate, leading us, it 
seems, closer to a massive reckoning. 


Grenades were thrown into the air force base in Ilopango, injuring eleven 
paratroopers. A journalist's wife and son were shot dead. The FMLN [the 
group fighting against the government] immediately and vehemently denied 
responsibility for the assassination of a colonel's 23-year-old daughter. 


Bombs were exploded in the house of Ruben Zamora, one of the leading political 
opposition figures. His children narrowly escaped death because they were 
moved from their room after the first bomb and before the second bomb exploded. 
Zamora was thrown to the floor by his security guards, saving his life. 


On the same night, another bomb was exploded in the house of Aronette Diaz, 
another leading political figure and the widow of Zamora's brother. Her 
husband was killed by a death Squad at a party in his own home 10 years ago. 
It is plain that whilst, miraculously, no-one was injured in those attacks, in 
both cases it was an attempt to kill. 


In the midst of all this, there are moments of festival and celebration and 
such was the spirit that blew through the Episcopal church in San Salvador on 
25 October. It was a concert organized by the Baptist Association for peace, 
human rights, and anti-apartheid. 


Zolotl, a Salvadoran group who play traditional Latin American music, 
especially home-grown Salvadoran folk and protest music, was joined by 
Gondwana, who are made up of Finnish, Swedish, and South African performers, 
internationally known for their presentation of music from the struggle in 
South Africa. It was a beautiful and exciting concert, but an all-too-brief 
respite from what was happening outside. ... 


On Monday, 30 October, urban commandos of the FMLN fired home-made mortars at 
the military high command headquarters in the city. Some missiles failed to 
detonate, others fell outside the target and one civilian was killed and a 
number of others wounded. 


Of those that fell on target, the military have said little. The civilian 
death has become the focus for a heavy propaganda campaign and a huge 
right-wing condemnation. 


The following morning, at 2.30 a.m., two bombs were exploded in the buildings 
of the Committee of the Mothers of the Disappeared (CODEFAM). Four people 
were injured, including a North American woman. It does not need a serious 
investigation to be able to lay the blame at the door of the military or their 
related death squads. 


At 12.30 p.m. the same day, another bomb ripped apart the buildings of 
FENASTRAS, the National Federation of Salvadoran workers, killing 10 people 
‘and wounding over 35 more. 


Those killed included a 13-year-old girl, Ana Patricia, and the general 
secretary of FENASTRAS, Febe Elizabeth Velasquez. Febe was 27 years old, and 
the mother of three children. The bomb exploded next to the canteen area at 
lunchtime in a busy downtown street. It could have only been intended to kill 
civilians. [over] 
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Elena Fuentes, the colonel of the First Infantry Brigade, first said that 
FENASTRAS were building the bomb themselves when it went off, and later said 
that the FMLN had done it. I am tempted to add that pigs fly and the moon is 
made of green cheese, but that would give away my views on the colonel's 
theory. Well, my view and that of almost everyone else in the country, 
including most foreign diplomats. There are, I suppose, a few exceptions. ... 


In an attempt, seen by many, to save face, President Cristiani is appointing a 
commission with representatives from the United Nations, the Organization of 
American States, the Catholic-run university, and others, who are to 
investigate the crime. Cristiani and the military high command have been 
loudly and publicly accused of complicity in the massacre. 


Meanwhile, the FMLN, pulling out of the peace talks in Venezuela in response, 
have refused to return to that table until the government and the armed forces 
guarantee the security of the ‘popular organizations’. The announcement was 
made at about the same time as the coffins of six of the FENASTRAS members 
arrived at the cemetery on the Day of the Dead. 


After all that, it seems of little significance to say that the Baptist 
Assembly is due to be held 28 November to 1 December - except that somehow 
this denomination, with many others, has to continue to struggle to make sense 
of all this. 


Or, at least, to find its way through the confusion, listening carefully to 
the needs, the cries, the real hopes and genuine fears of the churches and the 
communities they try to serve, and, in it all, attempt to do and be something 
Christlike. 


Hanging over it all is a steadily-darkening cloud rumouring that the assembly 
and a million other finer details in this country, may be suspended or 
abandoned because of a serious effort to bring this nonsense closer to an end, 
albeit a bloody one. 


There is a limit to patience and ... it may now be perilously close to its 
limits here, brought there by the 70 000 victims of the war, the crippling 
poverty, falsely imposed, and daily finding a new focus in events such as the 
torture of Alicia and the bloody mayhem at FENASTRAS. 


On Sunday morning, in the communion service in Sensutepeue, we read a passage 
from Isaiah from chapters 42 and 43. 


‘... This is a people robbed and plundered. They are all of them trapped in 
holes and hidden in prisons. They have become a prey with no one to rescue 
them; a spoil with no one to Say, Restore .... Which of you will pay 
attention to this? Who is ready to listen to what is going to happen? 


"But I have called you by name. ... Do not be afraid. When you pass through 
the waters I will be with you; and through the rivers they will not overwhelm 


you. When you walk through the fire you shall not be burned. Do not be 
afraid, I am with you ...' 


It seemed to have a burning relevance. Shalom. 


[The author of this letter (dated 7 November) works for the Baptist 
Association of El Salvador, and wishes to remain anonymous. The full text is 
available from the Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America of the 
World Council of Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2).] 
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EPS appears 42 times a year. Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are Monday, 4 
December; Monday, 18 December; and Monday, 15 January. Each EPS item has a 
number code. For example, item 90.01.72 is the 72nd item appearing in 
January 1990. Ask and EPS will fax headlines to you at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxing full texts of items. EPS annual 
subscription rates: are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 Australian, 
69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 BRD, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 275 Swedish, or 


275 Indian. 


Recycled paper: Issues 35 and 36 of EPS were printed on environmentally- 
friendly paper. From the first issue of 1990, you will receive EPS on such 
paper unless you tell us before then to continue to send it on standard white 
paper. In making your decision, know that the new paper will, after several 
years, be difficult to preserve. On request, you can receive copies of issues 
35 and 36 on standard paper. Please be in touch with Désirée De Rycke at the 
EPS address about this matter. 


Churches Information and Monitoring Service (Box 60196, Hans Uirab Street, 
Katutura 9000, Namibia; phone: 264-61/217.441; fax:  264-61/217.444) is 
providing ecumenical information on the transition to independence of 
Namibia. Another source is Namibia Communications Centre (Box 5262, 
Auspanplatz, Windhoek 9000; phone: 264-61/ 34924 or 37790 or 37791). Its 
press information pack includes 20 background fact sheets. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
appeal for US$ 70 000 (23 November) for cyclone relief in India. 
emergency review for 1989 #5 (9 November). 


Information about the Programme for Theology and Cultures in Asia, and its 
recent theological seminar-workshop, ‘Doing Theology with God's Purpose in 
Asia', is available from PTCA Associate Dean John England, 23 Takenouchi-ch6, 
Ichijoji, Saky6-ku, 606 Kyéto, Japan. 


An article marking the centenary of the birth of the noted Indian Christian 
Sadhu Sundar Singh is available from EPS. It was prepared by Brojendra Nath 
Banerjee, editor of the quarterly of a parish (St Michael's) of the [United] 
Church of North India, in Delhi. 


The 1988-89 annual report of the Hong Kong Christian Institute is available 
from the institute at Flat A, 11/F, 688 Shanghai Street, Mongkok, Kowloon, HK. 


Poor in the World Economy is #3 in the Occasional Study Pamphlet series 
available from WCC/CCPD, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. It includes 


presentations on the subject at the 1989 meeting of the WCC Central Committee 
[EPS 89.08.06]. 


Women of Africa Speak Out is available from WCC/Women, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2. It is a report of a regional consultation on justice, peace, and 
the integrity of creation in Legon (Ghana), 27 March-2 April 1989. 


Theme of the current (October) issue of the WCC bimonthly Contact is 


"breastfeeding for life'. A copy is available from WCC/CMC, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 89.12.01 ::: CHURCH UNDER PRESSURE IN EL SALVADOR; BISHOP LEAVES 


Church sources in El Salvador report raids on many church-related buildings 
and offices in recent days, and ‘an alarming number of death threats against 
church leaders, leaders of the popular movement, leaders of opposition 
political parties, and journalists’. 


One bishop among those who have received numerous death threats, Lutheran 
Medardo Gomez, left for Guatemala (25 November). 


Among the most publicized actions against the church was the killing of eight 
people, including six Jesuit priests, affiliated with Central American 
University. They were tortured and killed by people in uniforms. The dead 
include the university rector and vice rector, and the director of its human- 
rights institute. 


Opponents of the Jesuits and the university accuse them of fostering 
subversive, leftist ideology. The government and armed forces’ denied 
involvement in the murders, though government-controlled radio called the six 
Slain priests ‘communists’. 


Among those responding to the deaths was World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro. In a message to El Salvador President Alfredo 
Cristiani (17 November), he said: "We repudiate and condemn these cowardly 
acts perpetrated against these respected and loved persons deeply committed to 
justice, to the high standards of academic excellence, and above all to the 
people of God, especially the poor.' He reiterated an earlier appeal for an 
end to the 'genocide' in El Salvador. 


At one point, 12 foreign and three Salvadoran Lutheran church workers were 
detained. All but one Salvadoran were later released, and the foreigners 
expelled. The one remaining in custody (20 November), Salvador Ibarra, was on 
hunger strike. He is a lawyer who directs the Lutheran legal aid office. 


Members of the National Guard arrested (19 November) the co-director and 
another staff member of the Episcopal (Anglican) social services programme 
(Credho). The wife of the co-director was arrested later in the day. 


In two separate raids (20 November), seven foreigners and 10 Salvadorans were 
arrested at St John the Evangelist Episcopal church. By the next day all the 
foreigners except one (a Guatemalan) were released and expelled. As a result 
of the raids, the refugee centre at the church was closed. It had 200 
refugees. Another of the 21 church-related refugee centres, El Despertar (run 
by Jesuits), came under heavy fire. It had 100 people inside at the time. 


The Anglican Diocese of El Salvador is part of the US-based Episcopal Church. 
In a message to colleagues, Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning 
noted US government support for the El Salvador government. "The civil 
conflict which splits ... El Salvador must be adjudicated and negotiated in 
such a way that the need of the Salvadoran people for economic and political 
justice is not sacrificed to the supposed national security needs of our 
nation. The people have suffered enough", he said. 


The office and home of the co-directors of the Mennonite Central Committee in 
El Salvador was also raided by the National Guard. The office was ransacked 
and equipment taken. Also searched were the home of a worker for the Baptist 
Association, and of a Baptist deacon whose husband is an arrested union 
activist. Also raided was a Baptist congregational office. [over] 


el salvador/2 


In a message (23 November) to Commission President Jacques Delors of the 
12-nation European Community, Castro expressed fear that ‘the repressive 
forces in El Salvador will use FMLN [anti-government] incursions into San 
Salvador as an occasion to detain or expel from the country members of the 
civilian population who are engaged in relief and social—justice work'. 


Castro recalled that ‘the Salvadorean economy is completely dependent on 
foreign assistance, of which the European Community is an important 


contributor'. 


He said that in the context of moving forward through a peaceful settlement, 
'we believe that economic links could provide the leverage required to ensure 
respect for basic human rights, and to encourage moves towards negotiation’. 


Meanwhile, El Salvador Attorney General Mauricio Colorado wrote to the pope 
suggesting he withdraw some bishops from the country. Saying he was not 
writing on behalf of the government, Colorado said he was 'nervous for the 
lives of some bishops who persist in keeping alive this questionable ideology 
of the church of the poor'. The Vatican rejected the Colorado suggestion as 
‘absolutely unacceptable’. 


The attorney general later named Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas and 
Auxiliary Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez of the Roman Catholic archdiocese 
diocese of San Salvador as examples of prelates he had in mind. Rivera y 
Damas is among church leaders who have repeatedly received death threats. 


Earlier (16 November), Castro appealed to both parties to the fighting to 
‘immediately cease hostilities and resume negotiations’. 


Calling the situation ‘of deepest concern to the international ecumenical 
community', Castro called on both sides to ‘ensure the immediate protection of 
civilian populations from indiscriminate attacks. 


‘We are especially concerned’, he continued, 'with the safety of the residents 
of those neighbourhoods which have no protection. We further urge that access 
to victims be assured for essential medical, material, and pastoral services 
provided by humanitarian agencies, including those of the churches.' 


Noting international agreements on protection for people ‘who do not take a 
direct part in hostilities', Castro said: ‘'We forcefully urge both parties to 
abide by these international standards. It is our prayer that moves towards 
peace may begin without delay in El Salvador. The world Christian community 
continues to offer all its resources, both spiritual and material, for the 
success of the reconciliation process.' 


In connection with that statement, Castro sent messages to UN Secretary 
General Javier Pérez de Cuellar, Cristiani, and the FMLN UN delegation. 


He also sent a ‘pastoral message to churches and ecumenical partners' in El 
Salvador: ‘We are fully prepared to accompany you in this time of crisis and 
need, and to offer our assistance in concrete and practical ways.' 


Also in Geneva, Director Klaus Poser of the WCC inter-church aid commission 


(CICARWS ) issued an emergency appeal for half-a-million US dollars in 
ecumenical aid in the wake of the fighting. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 89.12.02 ::: WCC REGRETS 'LIMITS' ON VATICAN PARTICIPATION 


Following a Vatican announcement that it plans to send 20 ‘consultants’ to a 
World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC), the 
World Council of Churches has expressed its 'regrets' about those ‘limits’. 


In January 1987, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
proposed to the Vatican that it be a '‘'co-inviter' with the WCC to the 
convocation, next March in Seoul. 


The Vatican replied (December 1987) that it could not co-invite with the WCC. 
It cited differences in churchly understanding between the Roman Catholic 
Church and WCC. However, it hoped to ‘collaborate significantly in the [JPIC] 
project’. (Last May in Basel, the Conference of European Churches and the 
conference of European Roman Catholic bishops' conferences jointly sponsored a 
continent-wide, JPIC-related, ‘ecumenical assembly’.) 


In September 1988, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro wrote to Johannes 
Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity. In the letter, he expected the Vatican to appoint '50 participants' 
(out of 550 voting delegates). The WCC Executive Committee had agreed to that 
after it was proposed by the 40-member JPIC preparatory group. (That body 
includes six Vatican-appointed representatives, including the two Vatican 
appointees who work with WCC staff in preparing the convocation.) 


Now, in the latest Vatican letter to Castro (18 November), Willebrands and 
Roger Cardinal Etchegaray, president of the Vatican Council for Justice and 
Peace, say that ‘after careful reflection', the Vatican has decided to send 
"20 specialists' to Seoul as '‘consultants'. Their letter also confirms an 
unspecified amount of Vatican financial support for the convocation. 


The cardinals say that because 'the Catholic Church has taken this important 
project most seriously ... it has not been possible to come to an informed 
decision until now. We greatly regret the long delay.' Without giving 
examples, they speak also of ‘many difficult issues that still remain 
unresolved' in the JPIC preparatory process. 


WCC staff members say that among the difficulties are an agreed meaning of 
"covenanting' (a major aspect of the JPIC process), the degree of spontaneity 
in the decision-making process at the convocation, and the extent to which 
voting delegates at Seoul will come from other than official church bodies. 


In a communiqué issued in Geneva (24 November), Castro recalls the history 
leading up to the Willebrands-Etchegaray letter. He notes that the delay in 
the Vatican response ‘of course slowed down the planning process inside the 
WCC’. 


He says the WCC ‘regrets that after the decision not to be co-inviter of the 
convocation, the Roman Catholic Church now finds it impossible to send the 
expected number of Roman Catholic brothers and sisters as regular participants 
-to the convocation, but rather limits its presence to 20 consultants'. He 
refers to ‘the long road' ahead as 'we try together to render testimony to our 
faith in Jesus Christ in the confrontation of the survival issues of today'. 


Castro expresses gratitude for the 'solidarity in our ecumenical suffering and 
in our common hope' shown by the Vatican bodies headed by Etchegaray and 
Willebrands, and ends with a prayer that the Seoul’ convocation and its 
covenants ‘may become an instrument of renewal in the life of all churches, 
and be a blessing for the world'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 89.12.03 ::: NORWEGIAN SYNOD URGES CREATION PROTECTION 


The General Synod of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) has called for a 
‘new course' on matters relating to the ‘protection of creation’. The 
83-member NK governing body met last month (5-10 November) in Bergen. 


In a four-page statement, the synod challenged society to conserve soil and 
marine resources, look for alternative methods of production, and contribute 
work for a new economic order in the world. It urged lifestyles in line with 
‘Christian modesty', including limits on the use of petroleum products, and 
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. 


In the church, the synod said, ‘congregations are called to be signs showing 
how life shall be lived out in the love of fellow beings, and in harmony with 
nature'. Noting the sacramental use of water, bread, and wine, the synod said 
liturgy can help increase concern for creation. ‘This understanding of 
liturgy must be proclaimed in our parishes', it observed. 


The synod also issued a 12-page statement on biotechnology, abortion, and 
human dignity, calling for a change in the current Norwegian abortion law to 
reduce the number of abortions (about 16 000 each year in a population of 
about 4 million). The statement was based on a highly-debated NK report on 
‘pregnancy and legal protection'. It says a new Norwegian abortion law should 
recognise some rights of a foetus. 


The synod said society has a duty to prevent abortion for simply social or 
welfare reasons. It recommended compulsory counselling for women considering 
abortions, with the father included. 


The report called for restrictions on various modern techniques which affect 
conception and pregnancy, such as in vitro fertilisation, prenatal diagnosis, 
experiments on embryos, and the donation of ova and sperm. It said medical 
science has a duty to 'fight for life as long as there is hope', but that 
human beings are also entitled to die with dignity. Thus, 'medical technology 
must not become an aim in itself, thus removing the human dimension of death'. 


Commenting on the papal visit to Norway last June, the synod judged it ‘an 
important event ... for our church’. Chairman Finn Olav Myhre of the NK 
National Council called it a ‘celebration that the love between Christian 


brothers and sisters bridges disagreement which we presently do not see how to 
settle’. 


The synod also observed that the visit ‘revealed the need to clarify the 
relative responsibility between various church ... bodies' in connection with 
such visits. No NK body had over-all responsibity for coordinating NK 
participation in it; at the time, there was considerable criticism when most 


NK bishops did not come to its major symbolic act, the ecumenical liturgy in 
historic Nidaros cathedral in Trondheim. 


Steps are reportedly underway whereby the two NK councils and the conference 


of bishops will work together to improve coordination during future 
international church visits. 


In another action, the synod decided that in the future, a limited number of 
NK candidates for ordination as priests will not need to hold a university 


degree in theology, if they are above 35 or 40, and possess other pastoral 
qualifications and skills. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.04 ::: CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES TURNS 30 


Marking the 30th anniversary of its formation in 1959, the presidium and the 
consultative committee of the Geneva—based Conference of European Churches met 
(18-24 October) in Nyborg (Denmark), site of the CEC founding assembly. 


Reporting last month on results of the meeting, CEC General Secretary Jean 
Fischer said it decided that CEC will for the first time make official, direct 
contact with European institutions based in Brussels and Strasbourg. 


Previously, East European church representatives have opposed such contacts on 
grounds that organizations such as the European Community and Council of 
Europe were of importance in only part of Europe. 


The Nyborg meeting also approved new staff posts for women's issues and for 
communications. Related to the latter, the meeting approved in principle CEC 
participation in efforts to establish an Ecumenical News Service, which would 
include several sponsors and partners. 


Accepted as new CEC members were the Council of African and Afro—Carribean 
Churches of the United Kingdom, Christian [Old] Catholic Church of 
Switzerland, and German Evangelical Lutheran Church in the USSR. 


The next CEC assembly is projected for September 1992, probably in eastern 
Europe. The previous assembly was in 1986 in Stirling (Scotland). [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.05 ::: RUSSIAN ORTHODOX QUESTION ROLE OF ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


An article in the new English-language issue of the Journal of the Moscow 
Patriarchate questions the role of the Ecumenical Patriarchate outlined in a 
book by one of its theologians, Metropolitan Maximos of Sardes. 


"First among equals' is a phrase often used to describe the role of Ecumenical 
Patriarch Dimitrios I in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy. But, the JMP article 
calls it '‘surprising' that Maximos writes that all Eastern Orthodox churches 
assign a 'primatial role to the Ecumenical Patriarchate’. 


According to the article, ‘an objective, unbiased study of historical facts 
and church canons shows the utter groundlessness of such claims'. 


It adds that no patriarchate, including the Ecumenical Patriarchate, could be 
described as the ‘head and centre' of all Orthodoxy, ‘and the primates of 
other churches were always aware of this'. 


It says Maximos is incorrect to say that the various national Orthodox 
churches are ‘linked to each other through the Ecumenical Patriarchate’. 
Rather, 'they are linked to each other ... through ... our Lord Jesus Christ’. 


It concludes that the Ecumenical Patriarchate ‘never had special rights in the 
-.. church. It only enjoyed a special honour which cannot be ignored, indeed.' 


In addition, it says, Maximos is 'far from faultless' in his description of 
the role of the Ecumenical Patriarchate as one of ‘humble service ... in the 
spirit of love and peace for the good of the ... church'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 89.12.06 ::: FIJI: TEMPLE BURNINGS CALLED 'ACTS OF CONSCIENCE’ 


The lawyer for 17 Methodist youth has told a court hearing that they committed 
‘acts of conscience', not crimes, when they allegedly firebombed three temples 
and a mosque in Lautoka (Fiji) [EPS 89.11.01]. 


Asked by a judge to explain, the lawyer said the church is ‘still trying to 
reconcile' the Old and New Testaments, and that ‘the old book had forbidden 
the worshipping of idols and statues'. He added: '‘'I do not think this trauma 
will happen again, and the church elders are here to pass on the proper 
doctrines of the church so that law is respected.' 


He also noted that when the four buildings were set on fire, ‘it was night 
time, and the chances of anyone getting hurt were remote. ... The primary 
target of the alleged arsonists was statues and idols, and not the buildings.' 


In the end, the 17 were released on bail of 5000 Fiji dollars each. They are 
to stay at home between 6 at night and six in the morning, and report to the 
police every Saturday. Any trial is not expected for several weeks. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.07 ::: USA: RC BISHOPS DIFFER ON HOW TO MARK COLUMBUS ANNIVERSARY 


The conference of Roman Catholic bishops in the United States has produced a 
celebratory draft of a letter marking the 500th anniversary of the arrival of. 
the Italian explorer Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean, in 1492. 


According to a report from Religious News Service, the tone of most of the 
draft document is ‘'‘'festive'. Its title is ‘Sounding the Jubilee Horn: 
Celebrating Five Hundred Years of the good News of Jesus in the New World'. 
It describes Columbus as ‘a bold, adventurous seaman through whom, by divine 
providence, the continents of Europe and America met. After 1500 years, the 
Good News reached a people who had never heard of Jesus Christ.' 


The 4300-word draft includes four paragraphs which refer to ‘shadows! in 
connection with the arrival of Europeans. These include the ‘inhuman 
treatment of the native peoples that occurred at the hands of European 
Christians' and 'the usurpation of native peoples' land, their virtual 
enslavement, and at times outright extermination. ' 


Some bishops are uneasy about the tone of the draft and the anniversary plans. 


A Hispanic American, Ricardo Ramirez, bishop of Las Cruces (New Mexico) said 
"it's not something to celebrate. It's something to remember as other sad 
events in history are remembered.' He said a celebratory tone ‘'will 


definitely alienate some of the people we are trying to bring into the church, 
especially the Native Americans’. 


A Native American, Donald Pelotte, bishop of Gallup (New Mexico), said 


discussion of the issue at the bishops' meeting last month was 'too delicate a 
Situation. I can't talk about it.' 


Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Francis of Newark (New Jersey), who is black, said 
there is 'no reason to celebrate this epoch in history'. He called the 500th 
anniversary a ‘time to repent' and a ‘time to commit ourselves to a better 
future'. He expressed concern that evangelization efforts related to the 


anniversary will appear to many as '‘'trium : 
phalistic conjuring up images of 
Christians bringing light to the heathen. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 89.12.08 ::: GOVERNMENT FUNDING BECOMING A CHURCH ISSUE 


Church and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the Third World must 
decide whether and under what conditions to accept overseas government funding 
directly, rather than via church partners or other non-governmental, 
aid-and-development agencies in developed countries. 


That was among conclusions of a consultation sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches in October in Driebergen (Netherlands). The meeting brought together 
35 representatives of funding agencies and ecumenical organizations. 


Participants called for a 'set of considerations' regarding direct funding, so 
as to safeguard the autonomy of church and other NGOs. They asked WCC to 
arrange another meeting which would focus on drawing up such considerations. 


Traditionally, governments in developed countries use church and other NCOs in 
their countries to channel aid to corresponding bodies in developing 
countries. More and more, however, these governments are developing direct 
contacts with Third World church and other NGOs, offering assistance directly 
through embassies or local NGOs. Eventually, this could notably affect the 
amount of money channeled through church-related aid-and-development agencies 
- increasing in some cases, decreasing in others. 


Precise statistics are not available, but estimates are that half the church 
funds for development projects now come from governments. For example, the 
Dutch government uses church channels for about 250 million guilders in aid 
each year (and has said it will not join the trend towards direct funding). 


"Governments want to take more political credit for their money and assistance 
to the Third World countries', observes Huibert van Beek, executive secretary 
of the WCC Secretariat for Ecumenical Sharing. Direct funding allows them to 
"label money' more easily, have closer contact with people in developing 
countries, and implement their own policies more directly, he adds. 


Over the years church and other NGOs have developed guidelines which help them 
decide whether to accept government funds. Among the most important, van Beek 
says, is that the government must allow the NGO to do its job, including 
working for social justice and structural changes, and to critiquing and 
seeking to influence government development policies. 


Some Third World participants expressed concern that direct overseas 
government funding could have unpredictable political consequences in their 
countries. More and more Third World governments, it was reported, are more 
closely monitoring and controlling NGO funding. 


But some participants said direct financial assistance from the North could 
liberate NGOs in the South from domination by counterparts in the North. Some 
said Third World church support for such direct funding could reflect bad past 
experiences with church or other NGO partners in developed countries. 


_ Participants also noted growing privatization. For example, some Third World 
governments that took over church-run schools, hospitals, and other social 
institutions in the 1960s and 1970s are now giving them back. Some expressed 
concern that NGOs might be 'sidetracked' by having to use resources to run 
such institutions, so that fundamental issues of social justice and structural 
changes get less attention. Participants agreed on the need to intensify such 
attention; there was a strong call for an ecumenical network to. share 
development information and analyses. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.09 ::: FIRST WOMAN CHOSEN TO HEAD ANGLICAN DIOCESE 
Penny (Penelope Ann Bansall) Jamieson, 47, is to be the new bishop of the 
Diocese of Dunedin in the [Anglican] Church of the Province of New Zealand. 
She is to be consecrated in mid-1990. The current bishop, Peter Mann, retires 
at the end of February. Jamieson would be the first woman to head an Anglican 
diocese. The first female Anglican bishop, Barbara Harris, is a suffragan 
(assisting) bishop in a diocese of the US-based Episcopal Church. 


According to an announcement from the office of CPNZ Archbishop Brian Davis, 
she has received the required approval in Dunedin diocese, and from the other 
CPNZ bishops and various CPNZ committees. She his given her ‘declaration of 
assent' and acceptance of the nomination. Married and mother of three, she 
came to New Zealand from England in 1965. She was ordained deacon in 1982 and 
priest in 1983, and is currently a parish vicar. 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, ‘first among equals' in the Anglican 
episcopate, described her election as a 'further development in the life of 
the Anglican Communion'. He repeated a call from the 1988 Lambeth Conference 
of Anglican bishops for respect for decisions each province makes about women 
as bishops, and for continuing as much communion as possible with each other. 


Archbishop of Armagh (Ireland) Robin Eames, who chairs the Anglican commission 
on women in the episcopate, said that till now his group has focused issues 
related to women as bishops 'in general'. He said a woman as head of a diocese 
‘will concentrate our minds on ... how dioceses and provinces can relate to 
each other where there is disagreement on the principle of a woman as bishop’. 


On behalf of the Executive Secretariat of the Conference of Churches in 
Aotearoa New Zealand, Jocelyn Armstrong called the election a ‘significant 
step' toward a CCANZ ‘goal of inclusiveness.’ She said ‘the increasing 
presence of women in the leadership of the churches in the ecumenical movement 
affirms the ministry of all women, lay and ordained, in the church." [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.10 ::: ECUMENICAL CAMPAIGN PROJECTED FOR HOLY LAND PEACE 


A consultation convened in Geneva last month (14-15 November) by the Middle 
East Council of Churches has recommended an international, ecumenical campaign 
to support peace in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The meeting proposed 
that in coordination with church leaders in Jerusalem, MECC initiate a series 
of activities under the theme ‘Christians for Peace in the Holy Land'. The 
effort would express concern and support of Christians around the world for 


peace in the area, beginning on Palm Sunday (8 April), and continuing till 
Pentecost (3 June). 


Church bodies around the world would be encouraged to arrange ecumenical 
prayer services, fasts, marches, dialogues with Jews and Muslims, and other 
events intended to press for peace with justice. Groups could also make 
representations to governments and Israeli embassies, hold seminars and public 
forums on human rights in the territories, and publish educational or advocacy 
materials related to the conflict and means towards resolving it. 


Participants at the meeting affirmed that the Palestinian and Lebanese 
situations are to be seen in close relation to one another. Besides the 
Compa Len; consultation workshops addressed church Strategies related to 
justice and peace in the Middle East, and means of raising Middle East 
Justice-and-peace concerns at major upcoming church meetings. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.11 ::: USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL SPEAKS ON SEVERAL ISSUES 


During its meeting last month (15-17 November) in Pittsburgh, the Governing 
Board of the 32-denomination [US] National Council of Churches dealt with 
several internal and external issues, including the fighting in El Salvador. 


A board resolution on the Central American country called on 'the US ... and 
all other outside forces to cease immediately the delivery of any military- 
related assistance' there. It urged the El Salvador government and FMLN (the 
group fighting the government) 'to take every possible step to protect 
civilian populations’. 


The board urged the US government to ‘abandon current policies that support 
the genocidal Khmer Rouge' in Cambodia. It called for an end to US funding 
for the anti-government Unita group in Angola. It urged US government 
recognition of next 24 April as the 75th anniversary of the "genocide when 1.5 
million Armenians were killed between the years of 1915 to 1923 during the 
days of the Ottoman Turkish Empire’. 


Other resolutions dealt with peace in the Middle East, peace and justice in 
Cyprus, and International Literacy Year (1990). A resolution on the 500th 
anniversary of the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean in 1492 is 
to come back to the board for a vote next May. 


The board called for ‘immediate enactment’ of US laws to ban manufacture, 
importation, and sale of ‘assault weapons' to the general public, to restrict 
the sale of handguns, and to ban manufacture and sale of ‘look-alike toy guns'. 


On another domestic US matter, it urged support for African American elected 
officials harassed by federal law-enforcement agencies. Another resolution 
opposed ‘bigotry and hate crimes', citing recent instances of violence against 
African Americans, Asian Americans, gay men, and Jews. 


Dealing with a major internal matter, the board expressed satisfaction with 
NCC restructuring underway in the wake of the resignation earlier this year of 
former General Secretary Arie Brouwer [EPS 89.08.41]. The reorganized council 
is to be fully functioning by the beginning of 1991. 


It rejected a proposal that board meetings be held over a weekend, but 
accepted a proposal that worship be central to future meetings, and that 
arrangements be made for members to 'meet with members of local churches to 
engage in conversation ... regarding church uniting and church dividing 
matters in their context’. 


The board heard a report from Hans Ucko, a programme secretary at the World 
Council of Churches responsible for relations with Jews, members of ‘'new 
religious movements', and Marxists. 


He urged Christian theologians to wrestle with the enormous. theological 
problems raised by the slaughter of six million Jews during World War II. He 
- also noted common central themes in Jewish and Third World Christian theology. 


Another report to the board came from two NCC ‘ecumenical co-workers' based in 
Berlin (DDR) since April 1987. 


Attending part of the meeting, for ‘personal conversations', was President 
John White of the [US] National Association of Evangelicals. Much of the NAE 
constituency is critical of the NCC. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.12 ::: TWO WHO CROSSED INTO NORTH KOREA SENTENCED 

A court in Seoul has sentenced Moon Ik-hwan and Yu Won-ho to 10 years in 
prison and suspended their civil rights because they went to North Korea in 
violation of the South Korean National Security Law. Yu was found guilty of 
leaking 'state secrets’ to the north. The courts said the pair were ‘obsessed 
by the sentimental and idealistic desire for reunification and expressed their 
sympathy with North Korea's reunification formula .... This cannot be 
beautified or justified.' Moon is a Reformed (Presbyterian) pastor. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.13 ::: UKRAINE: ORTHODOX BISHOP EXCOMMUNICATED 

Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan Filaret of Kiev has announced that one of his 
colleagues in the Russian Orthodox Church, Bishop Ioann of Jitomir, has been 
excommunicated because he supports efforts to re-legalise the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in the Soviet Union. Ukrainian Catholicism is a form of Roman 
Catholicism with an ethos and worship forms like that of Eastern Orthodoxy. 
It was legal in the Soviet Union until 1946. It was begun by Eastern Orthodox 
who accepted the jurisdiction of the pope in 1596. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.14 ::: KYRILL SUCCEEDS FILARET IN FOREIGN-AFFAIRS POST 

Archbishop Kyrill of Smolensk and Viasma, 43, is the new head of the 
Department of External Church Relations of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church. He succeeds Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk and Grodno, 54. Filaret 
remains a permanent member of the Holy Synod (the executive committee of the 
Russian Orthodox bishops), and has been named exarch (representative of 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch Pimen) for Byelorussia. Kyrill has been added as a 
permanent synod member. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.15 ::: US ANGLICANS DEBATE OWNERSHIP IN TOBACCO COMPANIES 

The Committee on Social Responsibility in Investments of the US-based 
[Anglican] Episcopal Church is proposing a ‘dialogue with the management ... 
regarding ethical and health issues' in connection with tobacco companies in 
which the denomination owns shares. The Episcopal Executive Council is to 
consider such a resolution at its next meeting, in March. Though some council 
members are calling for disinvestment from such companies, the report says 
environmental and health issues associated with tobacco products are ‘better 
dealt with in the political arena'. It notes the lack of ‘any widespread [US] 
body of opinion ... that the use of tobacco products should be regulated or 
banned, or the sale of such products severely restricted or prohibited'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.16 ::: NAMIBIA: BISHOP PLEADS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Northern Namibian Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni_ said (17 November) the 
Situation in his part of Namibia is "very tense and sensitive', with 'no 
maintenance of law and order whatsoever'. He blamed the problems in part on 
Supporters of DTA, the party which finished second in recent elections. He 
called on the South African administrator of the country, and on all parties, 
especially DTA, to stop their supporters from engaging in violence. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.17 ::: ZIMBABWE: PRESIDENT BLASTS SOME CHURCH GROUPS 

Addressing the Second Assembly of the Africa Christian Peace Conference, in 
the Anglican cathedral in Harare, Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe sharply 
condemned church groups ‘who, in the name of God, have been supporting the 
forces of darkness and reaction in southern Africa'. He cited the Jimmy 
Swaggart organisation and Shekinah Ministries as among groups 'pretending that 
they are confronting communism with the gospel'. On the other hand, referring 
to Czechoslovakia, world headquarters of the Christian Peace Conireente 
Mugabe said ‘the lesson of that coexistence with ... communism has not beitl 
aHaB ed in Africa, Asia, and Latin America'., The assembly pledged ACPC members 
to "be vigilant against infiltration by imperialist forces'. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.18 ::: PATRIARCH: MOHAMMED AN 'APOSTLE' 

According to Islamic belief, Mohammed is the last and greatest of the 
prophets. Now, in an interview with a German journalist, the second-ranking 
Eastern Orthodox patriarch, Parthenios III of Alexandria, says that ‘for me 
Mohammed is an apostle'. According to a report last month in Paris—based 
Orthodox Press Service (SOP), Parthenios said he personally considers Mohammed 
‘a man of God who worked for the Kingdom of God'. He also observed that ‘if I 
speak against Islam or against Buddhism, I am no longer in accord with God'. 
The patriarch said he knows his approach will not be welcomed by all Orthodox. 
[EPS] 


EPS 89.12.19 ::: BUILDING ECUMENISM 

In an ecumenical exchange, a Lutheran and an Anglican congregation in suburban 
Minneapolis have traded buildings. The Lutheran parish outgrew its 
facilities, while the Anglican one found its buildings too large for its 
current membership. So, leaders of the two parishes agreed to swap. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.20 ::: 11 ANGLO-CATHOLIC BISHOPS BACK ORDINATION OF WOMEN 

Eleven Anglican bishops, ‘nourished in the Catholic tradition within the 
Church of England', say the ordination of women as priests and bishops is ‘a 
right development of the living Catholic tradition’. Their letter to the 
Church Times newspaper was sent to counter the impression that Catholics 
within Anglicanism are uniformly opposed to such ordinations. In the same 
issue of the weekly, Richard Holloway, the Anglican bishop of Edinburgh, 
attacked the arguments of some Anglo-Catholics that it is as impossible to 
ordain a woman as it would be to ordain a meat pie or a terrier. Holloway 
said such an ontological argument is ‘premised upon the fundamental 
inferiority and subordination of women'. He called it a ‘theological black 
hole that is breathtaking in its atavism and depressingly unresponsive to 
rational approach'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.21 ::: PHILIPPINES: ECUMENICAL-EVANGELICAL DIALOGUE 

The National Council of Churches in the Philippines and the Philippine Council 
of Evangelical Churches have agreed to jointly celebrate the 'Protestant 
centennial’ in 1998. That is one result of the first formal meeting of 
representatives of the two groups earlier this year. The councils also agreed 
to revive a consultative committee. Its main aim is to promote better 
understanding between the two. Most Filipinos are Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.22 ::: CHURCH REPS RAP LUTHERAN FEDERATION ON DE KLERK LETTER 
Lutheran church representatives from southern Africa have criticised the 
Lutheran World Federation for a letter it sent to South African President F.W. 
De Klerk. The criticism comes in a press statement from the Third 
Consultation on Church and Liberation of the Lutheran Network for Southern 
Africa, which met in Gaborone (Botswana) last month (13-17 November). It 
expresses ‘consternation and disappointment' that the LWF wrote to De Klerk 
‘without consulting the churches and the authentic representatives of the 
oppressed and suffering people in South Africa'. The statement does not give 
specifics, but says the LWF letter 'misrepresented the Lutheran churches in 
southern Africa'. The statement also notes 'with appreciation' LWF 'concern 
-and support ... to the struggling people of southern Africa in their struggle 
for freedom and independence'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.23 ::: BELGIAN ECUMENICAL INSTRUMENT TO START UP NEXT MONTH 

An ecumenical coordinating body (rather than an ecumenical council) is to 
begin functioning in Belgium next month. It includes the majority Roman 
Catholic Church, plus Eastern Orthodox, United Protestant, and Anglican 
participation. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.24 ::: UGANDA: RC BISHOPS WARN ON AIDS 

The Roman Catholic bishops of Uganda have issued a pastoral letter urging 
steps to prevent the spread of Aids. The appeal to all Ugandans to look to 
their own lifestyles, follow God's will on sex and marriage, and rediscover 
the value of chastity. The bishops also suggest formation of support groups 
to encourage responsible behaviour by youth, and solidarity with Aids 


patients. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.25 ::: ZAMBIA: CALL FOR ECUMENICAL JUSTICE, PEACE COMMISSION 
Participants in a four-day, ecumenical Zambian conference on justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation have proposed establishment of an ecumenical 
justice and peace commission in Zambia. The new body would be a forum for 
free and critical expression on social, economic, and political issues. 
Participants, who met at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation in Kitwe, also said the 
church should not be afraid to confront the state in a prophetic way on behalf 
of those who are oppressed socially, economically, or politically. The 
meeting was co-sponsored by the Christian Council of Zambia, the Zambia [Roman 
Catholic] Episcopal Conference, and the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia. 
[EPS] 


EPS 89.12.26 ::: KENYA: BISHOP REPLIES TO GOVERNMENT MINISTERS 

After Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu criticised the police response to 
demonstrating medical students in Nairobi, three cabinet ministers criticised 
the bishop. In a strongly-worded reply, Okullu said the criticism by the 
three was ‘full of irrelevancies'. One of the ministers, Dalmas Otieno, 
charged that Okullu and some other church leaders behave as if their task was 
to ‘liberate Kenyans from the government instead of from evil'. In reply, 
Okullu described Dalmas as an ‘'exemplification of a court poet, a master of 
platitudes'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.27 ::: KENYA: GOVERNMENT MINISTER URGES CHRISTIAN UNITY 
Speaking at a fund-raising event for the Africa Inland Church, a district 
leader of Kanu, the only legal political organization in Kenya, called for 


Christian unity in supporting projects and programmes of various 
denominations. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.28 ::: RAWLINGS TO BISHOPS: ‘ADHERE TO SOCIETY'S RULES' 

Addressing the three-yearly meeting of Roman Catholic bishops of English- 
speaking West Africa, the leader of Ghana, J.J. Rawlings, said his government 
respects religious institutions very much, ‘but to the extent that every 
religious organization is at the same time a human institution, it must adhere 
to the laid-down rules and regulations in the society'. He also said 'because 
of the importance people attach to their religious convictions, we cannot look 
on' while conflicts in church institutions "destroy the society'. Bishops at 
the assembly came from Ghana, Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and The Gambia. 


They noted the important role of secular media in their countries in education 
and evangelisation. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.29 ::: GHANA: PRESBYTERIANS URGE NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
The 60th Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana has urged the government to 
form a broad-based national advisory council 'to promote healthy national 
unity and reconciliation'. The Synod commended the government for moves it 
has made to build partnership between church and state. The church body urged 
are PR rede to act to safeguard the rights and health of children, noting 
sa y have left school to become truck pullers, load carriers, or street 
néors, The synod also urged the government to set aside a day each month to 


i agi the planting of trees, weeding, and cleaning-up the environment. 
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EPS 89.12.30 ::: GHANA: GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL WARNS ON CHURCH PROLIFERATION 

A government official has told Presbyterians in Ghana that the spread of new 
church bodies shows that jolder bodies have not protected their members from 
greedy pastors and self-proclaimed bishops, apostles, and redeemers. Ashanti 
Regional Secretary Osei-Owusu was addressing the 60th Presbyterian Church in 
Ghana Synod, in Kumasi. He also urged the synod to educate church members on 
the need to pay taxes. In another address, J.Y. Ansah, deputy secretary for 
the same region, urged preachers to extol the virtues of hard work, honesty, 
and responsible citizenship, He said state and church complement each other 
in promoting spiritual, social, psychological, and economic well-being [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.31 ::: GHANA: ANGLICAN BUILDS PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL 

Anglican businessman Paul Addae has given 4.5 million Ghana cedi to build a 
Presbyterian chapel. Thanked at the 60th Synod of the Presbyterian Church of 
Ghana, Addae said he 'serves Christ and not denominations'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.32 ::: ECUMENICAL CHURCH TO BE BUILT IN ARMENIA 

Most Armenians are Oriental Orthodox, but in connection with reconstruction in 
the wake of the December 1988 earthquake in Armenia, Christians of other 
denominations have come to help, and some non-Orthodox Armenians. have 
surfaced. As a result, among the reconstruction projects in Armenia is a 
church building in Spitak that could be used by various Christian traditions 
for worship. It would hold 400-500 people. The Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] 
Church is also renovating 10 churches which the government has allowed to 
reopen, and is planning a new cathedral in the capital Erevan. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.33 ::: CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE EDITOR ACQUITTED 

In August 1988, Bedan Mbugua, then editor of a Christian magazine the 
government banned, was sentenced to nine months in jail for failing to file 
annual reports as required by law. The banning and the sentencing came after 
Beyond, published by the National Council of Churches of Kenya, said the last 
national elections in Kenya were rigged in some constituencies. But now, in 
the Kenya High Court, Deputy Public Prosecutor Bernard Chunga has said the 
State has conceded the appeal by Mbugua against the lower-court judgment. As 
a result, the conviction and sentence were overturned. The editor had spent 
14 days in jail; he was free on the equivalent of 2500 US dollars in bail 
pending the outcome of the appeal. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.34 ::: MAN WHO CRUCIFIED SELF TO PUSH CART TO RAISE MONEY 

A few years ago, David Mugo had himself crucified in Mombasa (Kenya), though 
police stopped the crucifixion before he died. Now, Mugo says, 'since the 
government does not want me to crucify myself', he will push a cart in a 
charity walk in an effort to raise 2.5 million Kenya shillings to aid orphans 
and disabled people. He plans to push the cart from Mombasa, on the coast, to 
Malaba, on the Kenyan border with Uganda. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.35 ::: AUSTRALIA: ECUMENICAL CRITICISM OF TAX POLICY 

General Secretary David Gill of the Australian Council of Churches has 
criticised tax policies announced by the Liberal Party. ‘Something is 
radically wrong', he said, ‘when any party talks about taking resources from 
those who can least afford to lose them, and re-directing them to the haves’, 
a reference to proposed cuts in social security, Aboriginal programmes, and 
overseas aid. However, Gill said, even more disturbing is 'the attitude of 
the people in the pews'. Gill lamented that 'we are producing lay people in 
our churches who are not equipped to address the moral issues of economic 
planning, but who rest at the level of "What's in it for me?".' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 89.12.36 ::: AUSTRALIA: CHURCH WORKERS WARN ON ‘MOTHER BASHING' 

The Advertiser newspaper reports that according to church and social workers 
in the Australian state of South Australia, ‘an alarming number of women are 
being beaten up by their teenage children'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.37 ::: ECUMENICAL CALL FOR RIGHT OF ABODE FOR HONG KONG PEOPLE 
About 3.5 million people in Hong Kong hold UK passports, but which do not give 
them the right to live in the United Kingdom. In mid-1997, Hong Kong, a UK 
colony, is to revert to Chinese control. At its semi-annual assembly in 
London (20-22 November), the British Council of Churches called on the UK to 
change its law to give those passport holders the right to live in Britain. 


[EPS] 


EPS 89.12.38 ::: ECUMENICAL REACTION ON KILLING OF LEBANESE LEADER 

General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches has expressed 
WCC ‘shock and dismay' at the assassination of the recently-elected president 
of Lebanon, René Moawad. ‘Once again', Castro said, ‘the victims are the 
ordinary people of Lebanon who have undergone immense suffering in the last 15 
years'. He said the killing has created a 'new situation [which] demands from 
all concerned renewed and vigorous efforts for peace and unity in Lebanon'. 
[EPS] 


EPS 89.12.39 ::: REFORMED LEADER WRITES TO CSSR PRIME MINISTER 

General Secretary Milan Opocensky of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
has appealed to CSSR (Czechoslovak) Prime Minister Ladislav Adamec to 'take 
all necessary measures to guarantee the safety of all our people, and to 
eliminate violence and further bloodshed’. Opocensky, a minister of the 
Evangelical [United] Church of the Czech Brethren, said ‘any violent measures, 
especially against young people and students, would have fatal consequences, 
and would only intensify the isolation already experienced during recent 
months'. Opocensky urged Adamec to ‘initiate a ... dialogue with all groups 
and forces, including Christians, who are concerned about creating a more 
human, democratic, and freer society. I can assure you that in this effort 
you will be supported by all progressive people around the world.' [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.40 ::: ZIMBABWE: RC BISHOPS OPPOSE ONE-PARTY STATE 

In a pastoral letter (26 November), the Roman Catholic bishops of Zimbabwe 
have opposed proposals that Zimbabwe become a one-party state when a new 
constitution is drafted, probably next year. While opposing a one-party 
state, the bishops reaffirmed support for a 1987 accord which united what had 
been the two main parties in the country, whose divisions reflected ethnic 
differences. Roman Catholicism is the largest tradition among the 45 percent 
of the Zimbabwe population of 9 million which is counted as Christian. Other 
Sizeable traditions include Independent, Salvation Army, Anglican, and 


Methodist. Traditionally, the Roman Catholic bishops have been the most 
outspoken of the church leaders. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.41 ::: NETHERLANDS: LUTHERANS AGREE TO UNION WITH REFORMED 

Meeting in Ede, the synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands has accepted a proposal that it join the process ('Together on 
the Way') to unite the two principal Dutch Reformed denominations (NHK, GKN) 
Sometime after the turn of the century. Acceptance is with the understanding 
that Dutch Lutherans can maintain an identity and international Lutheran 
links. Membership of the Proposed united church would be overwhelmingly 


Reformed in background. All three denominations are to hold synods together 
next October. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.42 ::: CANADA: COURT UPHOLDS RIGHT OF HUTTERIANS TO EXCOMMUNICATE 

A Canadian court has upheld the right of the Hutterian Church to excommunicate 
members and exclude them from Hutterian lands or property. There are about 37 
000 people in Hutterian settlements in North America. Spiritual descendants 
of the martyred l6th-century Anabaptist Jakob Hutter, Hutterites share goods 
in common. The Canadian case involved the refusal of several Hutterites to 
leave a settlement after they were excommunicated. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.43 ::: DENMARK: FREE FOLK-CHURCH FORUM ESTABLISHED 

About 75 people met in Aarhus to form a new group within the Evangelical 
Lutheran Folk Church in Denmark (ELFD). Called the Forum for a Free Folk 
Church, the group says its purpose is 'setting the church free to live and 
teach in accordance with the evangelical Lutheran confession in order to 
enable the church to bring an unmutilated gospel to the Danish people'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.44 ::: USSR: ECUMENICAL LITURGY COMMEMORATES STALINIST DEATHS 

The Soviet news agency Tass reported that thousands of people attended an 
ecumenical worship service in the Kurapaty Forest in western Ukraine in late 
October, at what is reekoned to be a mass grave of 30 000 people killed during 
the Stalinist era in the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.45 ::: POLAND: STATE RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS OFFICE DISSOLVED 
The Polish government has dissolved the state Office for Religious Affairs, 
set up in 1950. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.46 ::: NAMIBIA: TWO LUTHERAN DEPUTY BISHOPS AMONG ELECTION WINNERS 
Iwo Lutheran deputy bishops - Zephania Kameeta and Matti Amadhila - were among 
the 72 winners in the pre-independence elections last month in Namibia. They 
were elected on the Swapo slate, which won 41 places in the assembly which is 
to draw up a constitution for the South Africa-ruled country in southwest 
Africa. Kameeta is an honorary president of Swapo. Other clergy winners 
include two Methodists - Hendrik Witbooi (a Swapo vice president) and 

W. Konjore - Lutheran M.M. Hausiko, and Reformed Danie Botha. Two staff 
members of the Council of Churches in Namibia (Vezera Kandetu and Dan 
Tjongarero), also on the Swapo slate, were not elected. Former CCN and World 
Council of Churches staff member Nora Chase was also not elected. She was on 
the slate of the Namibia National Front. It won one seat. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.47 ::: IVORY COAST: TRADITIONALIST-CHRISTIAN CLASH 

According to a report in an official Ivory Coast newspaper, Baptists in Bably, 
near Bongolo, about 550 kilometres northwest of Abidjan, were attacked by a 
large group of Traditional Religionists after one of their number who became a 
Christian refused to return a mask he had used in worship as a Traditionalist. 
The paper reported Christians and Traditionalists battled for several hours 
before the Christians retreated. Leaders on both sides were arrested. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.48 ::: NEW HUNGARIAN RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COUNCIL MEETS 

During the first meeting of the new National Religious Affairs Council, 
Hungarian Prime Minister Miklé6s Nemeth promised the government will make 
amends to those who have suffered from the ‘mistaken, even criminal, church 
. policy of the party and state of the past 40 years'. NRAC is one of three 
bodies with church-state responsibilities since the State Office for Church 
Affairs was abolished last July. The council, chaired by the prime minister, 
is a forum for Hungarian church leaders. There is also a new government 
secretariat for religious affairs. The culture ministry handles’ some 
‘administrative tasks', including granting and withdrawing legal recognition 
of religious bodies, and deciding about state financial subsidies to them. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.49 ::: ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Open Letter to Gorbachev and Bush' 


[This is excerpted from an open letter by General Secretary Emilio Castro of 
the World Council of Churches to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and US 
President George Bush on the eve of their meeting off Malta, 2-3 December.] 


The sweeping changes taking place all over Europe mark a new phase in 
history after the end of the Second World War. There are ... new possibilities 
for peace making and for laying the foundations for a new international order. 
There are also fresh opportunities for promotion of justice and human rights. 
We sincerely welcome the steps you have already taken in arms control and the 
negotiations for disarmament that are continuing. Your cooperation has already 
played a significant role in the resolution of some of the regional conflicts. 


We take the liberty of drawing your attention to the understandable anxiety 
among large sections of people that superpower agreements should not lead to a 
new division of the world with adverse consequences for the vast majority of 
the world's population. There is also some anxiety about possible preoccupation 
with European matters .... We are confident that you will take into account 
the expectations as well as perspectives from different parts of the world. 


Your excellencies are meeting in ... one of the most militarized of sea lanes 
in the world. Close to it is one of the most volatile and militarized regions, 
the Middle East. We do earnestly hope that peace in the Middle East will 
receive priority on your agenda. ... International efforts are urgently 
needed for the realization of the rights of the Palestinian people in a 
comprehensive settlement that will also guarantee the security of the state of 
Israel. We hope that this summit will be an occasion to take new initiatives 
in the matter. We pray for God's guidance in your deliberations. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.50 ::: ECUTEXT: 'Statement of DDR Church Leaders' 


[This statement was issued 11 November after a meeting of the United and 
Lutheran (BEK) church leadership in the DDR (East Germany).] 


Our society is changing from hour-to-hour. The opening of the border for 
which we have all waited has suddenly created a situation for which none of us 


were prepared. ... Prayer and services of petition for society are the first 
required commitment of Christians. 


We thank God and all who participated in demonstrations since 9 October that. 
they took place without violence. ... [We ask] everyone to remain committed to 
non-violent involvement. ... Only without violence can we win justice and 
peace. Only without violence can we protect the life entrusted to us. 


Our prayer is grounded in the knowledge that God hears those who pray.S Gas 
This is where we get the strength to accomplish the tasks that lie immediately 


before us. Things change very quickly, and in ways we cannot foresee, and we 
need to react humbly and without hostility. 


The expectations and requests of the [BEK] synod ... [last September] have 
been: received and Strengthened in many places. Many are starting to be 
fulfilled; others need to be reinforced firmly and intelligently. In spite 
of this, many citizens of our country are full of mistrust and without hope. 
The fact that so many are leaving shows a profound crisis in society. So we... 
urgently request as a top priority free and secret elections, establishment of 
a constitutional system, and truthfulness in information. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.51 ::: ECUVIEW: 'Church in El Salvador' (Miriam Reidy) 


[This item is adapted from the conclusion of an article on El Salvador in the 
November issue of the monthly One World, magazine of the World Council of 
Churches. It was prepared before the recent round of civil war broke out. 
Reidy is editorial assistant at the magazine. 


[In the item, Jacques refers to André Jacques, president of ACAT, a Christian 
association for the abolition of torture. He was part of a delegation of 
church leaders who visited El Salvador last July. 


[FMLN refers to the armed group fighting the government. Romero refers to the 
slain Roman Catholic archbishop Oscar Romero. Duarte refers to former El 
Salvador President José Napoleon Duarte.] 


Jacques says it is ‘thanks to their independence that the churches can still 
receive support and volunteers from abroad, seek political solutions to the 
conflict, and work on behalf of human rights'. Does that mean neutrality? 


Jacques thinks not. El Salvador's churches are highly sensitive to the 
relevance of the gospel to their national context, he says. By their presence 
in the National Debate for Peace, the churches have taken a clear stand in 
favour of national sovereignty, economic and political justice, and against US 
intervention, institutionalized violence and repression. 


Jacques compares the document produced by this coalition to the famous 
‘petitions of grievance' drawn up prior to the French Revolution. It offers 
‘a sort of X-ray of Salvadorean society in crisis', moving from the root 
causes of the war to a set of concrete proposals. 


By insisting on the need for dialogue and a negotiated, non-military solution 
in which popular organizations are represented, it expresses the people's 
profound desire for peace and implicitly recognized the FMLN as a 
representative political force. Such a dialogue, with Roman Catholic 
Auxiliary Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez as an observer, began on 13 September. 


The willingness of the FMLN to negotiate cannot be doubted. Its prior offers 
to give up military combat for the negotiating table were all rejected by the 
government. This time, the FMLN proposed a 15 November truce and its entry, 
as a party, into the nation's political life by no later than 31 January 1990. 


In return, it demanded certain constitutional reforms, an end to suppression 
of civil liberties and forced recruitment, the return of all refugees, the 
arrest and trial of Romero's assassins and death-squad members, maintenance of 
economic reforms begun by Duarte, a purge of the army, an earlier date for 
legislative elections now set for 1991 and a halt to US military aid. 


The proposal differed from previous ones in that it recognized the legitimacy 
of the government. For its part, the government presented a plan for four 
work sessions from which, once begun, neither side has the right to withdraw. 


Jacques says the economic liberalism for which the current government stands 
‘will make it difficult to achieve true democracy, respectful of the economic 
and social rights of all, especially the peasants'. On the other hand, he 
notes, ‘Trade union activity continues. Mass movements are better organized, 
more united. The National Debate's proposals for a more democratic system are 
based on the faith that people are preparing for this. In this area, the 
churches agree that there has been significant progress.' [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.52 ::: ECUVIEW: ‘Veiled Values' (by Ghassan Rubeiz) 


[Rubeiz is Middle East secretary in the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) 
of the World Council of Churches. In this item, he reflects on the 
controversy in France over whether three Muslim girls wearing traditional 
clothing for women (which covers the whole body, except for part of the face) 
should be allowed to attend a state-run school.] 


Is the wearing of the veil by a woman to be treated by law in a different 
manner than the wearing of a scarf, a hat or a tie? For some _ school 
administrators in France, female students who wear veils on campus would be 
acting against the law. 


The veil has become a symbol of ‘'fanaticism' or of religious—political 
organizing for a conservative segment of French society. Some schools have 
banned the veil and the French media are busy these days commenting on what 
has become a hot issue. 


Regardless of how religiously or politically ‘innocent' the veil is, if the 
intention of the French authorities is to prohibit the wearing of the veil in 
school, the consequences are likely to be counterproductive. The veil will 
not go by force. 


Muslims will fight this prohibition which appears to them as a repressive 
measure against a personal right of expression and of tradition. The veil 
will continue to be worn; it will become even more popular and it will invite 
crusading in the name of Islam against Western culture and values. 


The liberal segment of French society will oppose the prohibition on grounds 
of tolerance and, ultimately, the rule will be dropped, having caused much 
damage. 


The veil should be allowed on the school campus and everywhere else. As 
Muslim women become more integrated in Western society, they may drop the veil 
and what it represents of separation between the two sexes. 


The veil is not popular among university women in the Arab world and in 
changing communities in the Muslim world. By making the veil illegal in 
school, the French criminalise an important symbol in the tradition of Islam. 


This symbol has been cherished by the Middle Eastern family. Even Arab 
Christian women wear a scarf when they go to church. The veil is part of the 
fashion of modesty in some traditional societies. 


Although the veil is not an integral part of the faith of Islam, it has become 
a symbol of religious piety for many Muslims. To strike at the veil is to 
evoke an unnecessary war of values. At a time when the world is moving 


towards a dialogue between East and West, and between North and South, do we 
need to start a new war of nerves? 


The Western world should learn how to understand the growing immigrant Muslim 
community on its door step. By a proper process of dialogue based on cultural 


tolerance, the West could influence the traditional immigrant communities 
positively. 


The West may equally benefit from the values of the East, where family ties, 
spirituality, and tradition are essentials of living. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a number code. For example, item 90.01.72 is the 72nd 
item appearing in January 1990. Ask and EPS will fax headlines to you at 
our expense. You can then ask (and pay) for faxing full texts of items. EPS 
annual subscription rates: are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 BRD, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 275 


Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Information about accreditation for journalists for the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (5-12 March, Seoul) and/or for 
the annual meeting of the WCC Central Committee (24-31 March, Geneva) is 
available from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Churches Information and Monitoring Service (Box 60196, Hans Uirab Street, 
Katutura 9000, Namibia; phone: 264-61/217.441; fax: 264-61/217.444) is 
providing ecumenical information on _ the transition to independence of 
Namibia. Another source is Namibia Communications Centre (Box 5262, 
Auspanplatz, Windhoek 9000; phone: 264-61/ 34924 or 37790 or 37791). Its 
press information pack includes 20 background fact sheets. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
appeal for US$ 70 000 (23 November) for cyclone relief in India. 
situation report #4 (15 November) on Senegal/Mauritania conflict. 
situation report #12 (28 November) on Mozambique relief/rehabilitation. 
situation report #9 (30 November) on the emergency in Sudan 


Towards Abundant Life is the official report of the WCC-sponsored Africa 
consultation on diakonia (Nairobi, 31 March-7 April; EPS 89.04.18). Copies 
are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. === The new issue 
(#17, December) of Current Dialogue is available from WCC/Dialogue, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. === Recent reports on the situations in West Bank and 
Gaza are available from World Alliance of YMCAs, 37 quai Wilson, CH-1201 
Geneva. === A copy of a 150-page report of research on religion reporting and 
readership in the US secular press is available for 5 US dollars. from 
Religious News Service, Box 1015, Radio City Station, New York NY 10101. 


The 1989 Christmas message from WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro [EPS 
89.11.64] is available on audio cassette or reel-to-reel tape in German, 


English, Spanish, French, and Italian. Contact WCC/Intervox, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS 89.12.01: Change the second sentence of the third paragraph to read: 
They asked WCC to help the process of formulating such considerations. 


++ teteteteeteeeceeeeete test 


Seas the final EPS for 1989. The next EPS, for the period 1-5 January, 
ou reach you at the end of the year. My colleagues, in particular EPS 


See orecntize assistant Désirée De Rycke, join me in wishing you the hope of 
vent, the joy of Christmas, a appiness in the New Year. 


(Deacon) Tom Dorris, editor 
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EPS 89.12.53 ::: SEMINAR CONSIDERS RELIGION AND CONFLICT 


A seminar on the ‘reconciliation and the role of religion in situations of 
armed conflict' took place (16-21 November) in Stigtuna (Sweden) under the 
auspices of the Uppsala-based Life and Peace Institute and the Geneva-based 
World Conference on Religion and Peace. 


The three dozen participants from a dozen countries included Buddhists, 
Christians, Hindus, and Muslims. Participants considered three case studies - 
Sudan, Sri Lanka, and Northern Ireland. In all three places, religion plays a 
significant role in ongoing conflicts. 


Seminar recommendations include interfaith dialogue on peace in Sudan, 
interfaith team visits to Sri Lanka to support religious communities striving 
for peace, and a European theological conference on Northern Ireland. 


Sudan (26 million people) is about three quarters Muslim, about 10 percent 
Christian, and about 15 percent Traditionalist. Sri Lanka (17 million) is 
about 70 percent Buddhist, about 15 percent Muslim, with the remaining 15 
percent divided roughly equally between Hindus and Muslims. 


Northern Ireland (1.5 million), part of the United Kingdom, is overwhelmingly 
Christian, but with a strong demarcation between the Roman Catholic minority 
(about one third) and other denominations, among which Reformed 
(Presbyterians) are strongest. 


One participant, Farid Esack, a Muslim community leader and theologian from 
Cape Town, was not given a passport by the South African government and so 
could not attend. LPI President Karl-Axel Elmquist and WCRP Secretary General 
John Taylor issued a statement regretting government restrictions on Esack. 
In a message to the conference, he called attention to the ‘incredible way in 
which the adherents of religious groups are rediscovering each other in the 
battlegrounds against injustice’ in South Africa. 


Among participants, Coordinatior Sulak Sivaraksa of the International Network 
of Engaged Buddhists used examples from the life of Buddha and from 
contemporary Buddhists like the dalai lama and Thich Nhat Hanh of Vietnam to 
illustrate how Buddhists try to use 'skilful means... compassionately, 
mindfully, with patience, and a certain degree of detachment' to end conflict. 


Hassan Hanafi, a professor at the University of Cairo, outlined a middle way, 
between fundamentalism and secularism, of ‘Islam and reconciliation'. 


Taylor, a Christian, said interfaith peace work has 'come of age'. Despite 
setbacks in places such as Lebanon and Sri Lanka, he said, the last two 
decades have seen a growth in interfaith work for peace at many levels. 


Dialogue Director Wesley Ariarajah from the World Council of Churches stressed 
that reconciliation in religiously-divided situations is a long-term task, not 
a ‘quick fix'. He said that to overcome rivalry and achieve reconciliation, 
groups which tend to see their religious and social identities as mutually 
exclusive must have a 'new experience of mutuality with the other community’, 
that is, must discover they need each other. 


He also suggested that the extent to which religious communities can be 
reconciling factors in times of tension depends greatly on the degree to which 
they have a reconciled relationship in times of peace. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.54 ::: BAHRAIN: FUNDAMENTALIST GROUPS BARRED FROM CHAPEL 


Two groups of fundamentalists have been barred from using a chapel here which 
is at the disposal of US personnel in Bahrain. 


After a spate of incidents - including alleged thefts and vandalism - over the 
past years, the groups were ousted from the chapel in Juffair (near the port), 
forcing the congregations to meet privately. 


Actions by members of the Church of Philadelphia and Bahrain Fellowship were 
said to have centred on Roman Catholics who share the chapel. The Roman 
Catholics say a crucifix was defaced, sacramental elements stolen, and various 
items for church use strewn about the chapel and sacristy. 


Some fundamentalists accuse Roman Catholics of being ‘idolators'. Admonishes 
a tract distributed in Bahrain, 'all idols of the heart must be taken down'. 


Use of the chapel by outside groups is now pending the establishment of rental 
fees and conditions being drawn up by the legal officer at the US embassy. 
Proposed conditions include that groups must have liability insurance, respect 
a time limit for chapel use, that only security personnel can have door keys, 
and that groups cannot store supplies on the premises. 


‘Actually, the conditions are being made so stringent that no one would want 
to use the chapel', a spokesperson said. Services continue to be conducted by 
US military chaplains. 


One military chaplain, Donald Buchanan, said 'We've no responsibility towards 
these groups. Legal action has been taken in a dilemma which was clearly 
getting out of hand.' Another, Don Avon, agreed that some sort of action was 
needed, but said he was unaware of incidents outside of ‘accidental damage’. 


Roger Trow, a leader of the Church of Philadelphia, says it has a hundred 
adherents. Others put the number much higher. 


It worships in English and Malayalam (an Indian language). The Bahrain 
Fellowship worships in Tagalog (the main language of the Philippines). 


Glossolalia (speaking in tongues) is common in both groups. 


Principal churches (Anglican, Reformed and Roman Catholic) in Bahrain are wary 
of the fundamentalists. "They've no respect for other expressions of 
Christian faith nor of tradition. These people ignore history, are 
disrespectful and intolerant’, says Jacques Amateis, a Roman Catholic priest. 


"In the three years I've been in Bahrain, there've always been problems with 
these groups.’ 


Some Christians fear that fundamentalist methods of proselytising will not 


only antagonise fellow Christians, but prompt the authorities in Muslim 
Bahrain to clamp down on religious freedom. 


Meanwhile, the Church of Philadelphia, hard put to locate a public hall to 
celebrate its tenth anniversary last month (10 November), was able to rent 


Alsalaam Auditorium -— usually reserved for Bahraini social events. Nearly 400 
people are said to have attended. 


The auditorium was also reserved for a three 


-day revival later in the month. 
Organizers estimated 600 would attend. [EPS] g 
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EPS 89.12.55 ::: USSR: ORTHODOX HOLDING INFORMATION EVENINGS 


[This item is based on /material which appeared in Moscow Church Herald, 
published monthly by the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church.] 


Meetings and discussions in major Soviet cities, with representatives of the 
Russian Orthodox Church participating, are taking place more and more. One 
such gathering took place earlier this year in a palace of culture in Moscow. 
It was addressed by five priests. Money raised went to charity. 


Speakers discussed the current church situation, problems of spiritual 
education, and decisions of the Russian Orthodox Local Council held last 
year. Then they answered questions, from both believers and non-believers, 
till well after midnight. Though the questions were sometimes naive, too 
detailed, or hostile, each was answered with care. 


How many functioning churches are there in the country? What is a monastery, 
and what is monasticism? How does the church understand love? How much does 
an average priest earn, and are their salaries the same all over the country? 


On the whole, the atmosphere was friendly. ‘There should be more of such 
meetings. A lot of things remain unclear', observed one participant. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.56 ::: GHANA: CHURCH LEADERS WARN ON REGISTRATION 
[This item is based on reporting by G.B.K. Owusu.] 


The Christian Council of Ghana and the conference of Roman Catholic bishops 
have jointly complained that church people in some parts of the country have 
been harrassed in connection with a government order that all churches 
register. At least one government district secretary reportedly warned that 
churches failing to register before the deadline would be forbidden to operate. 


In their statement, the church leaders refer to growth in the number of little 
religious groups ‘offering to all who seek comfort the promise of immediate 
material and spiritual salvation, and security and new religious doctrines’. 


They say some such groups have caused so much damage to family and community 
life that one might question whether they are Christian. ‘Little wonder too’, 
the church leaders observe, ‘that many now see a good number of them as mere 
commercial ventures or a gospel business used by some individuals to enrich 
themselves at the expense of an entrapped following.' 


Nonetheless, the statement urges government restraint in matters affecting 
religious freedom. It says the major denominations 'view with disquiet the 
recent government edicts to ban sects or cults'. That, they say, 'seems to us 
to be direct contravention of freedom of religion enshrined in the United 
Nations Charter of Human Rights to which Ghana subscribes’. 


The church leaders suggest a church be allowed to operate for up to 12 months 
before applying for provisional approval. They also urge that if a church 
registration is revoked, there be a right of appeal to the High Court against 
the decision of the Commission for Religious Affairs and Culture, and that the 
commission be required to state its reasons for rejecting a registration. 


Meanwhile, in another church-state development, congregations using 
government-owned classrooms for worship have been ordered to stop. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.57 ::: SOUTH AFRICA: JOINT MISSION STATEMENT BEING PREPARED 
The South African Council of Churches is preparing an ecumenical mission 
statement to bring together the statements of its members. ‘In an apartheid 
system it is not very helpful to have different denominational statements on 
mission. Sometimes they hinder ... joint action', said Wesley Mabuza, SACC 
evangelism secretary, during a visit to the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. 


Mabuza said one role of the SACC evangelism division is to do some things 
individual SACC member churches sometimes cannot do under the apartheid 
system. For instance, SACC organizes evangelisation seminars. ‘Traditional 
preaching of the gospel still continues to be one of the effective ways of 
proclaiming the gospel', he observed. 


'Those of us who believe in the holistic approach of Christianity do not have 
difficulties in merging the traditional preaching of gospel and political 
activities. One follows the other', he added. 


More privileged suburban groups have little to do with SACC evangelism work, 
he observed. But marginalised and poor people in townships see that SACC 
evangelisation efforts contribute to their own liberation, he noted. ‘In most 
cases the young people are extremely angry. We have a very difficult task to 
try to convince them that it is not the gospel that has put them in the 
apartheid situation, but people that have misused the gospel', he said. 


Mabuza also commented on the role of some evangelical groups working in South 
Africa. He said many SACC members do not differentiate between these groups 
and right-wing political groups 'because both consider struggle for social 
justice equal to communism'. 


Referring both to such evangelical groups and the South African government, he 
said there seems to be a coordinated effort to ‘attack not only ... church 
leaders and their credibility, but also ... the churches themselves’. Mabuza 
noted that such evangelical groups seem to have much money at their disposal, 


and that they tend to keep silent when people die in detention, or when they 
are killed. 


Asked about the executions which continue in South Africa, Mabuza repeated the 
SACC call for a moratorium on executions. He said that including people in 
the nominally-independent homelands surrounded by South Africa, about 400 
people are awaiting execution. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.58 ::: LWF GS REPLIES TO CRITICISM ON SOUTH AFRICA 
General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett of the Lutheran World Federation has 
expressed surprise at both the ‘tone and content! of criticism of a recent LWF 
letter to South African President F.W. De Klerk. A consultation last month in 
Botswana sponsored by the Lutheran Network for Southern Africa expressed 
"consternation and disappointment' that the letter was. sent ‘without 
consulting the churches and the authentic representatives' of South Africans 
[EPS 89.12.22]. Staalsett said most LWF member churches in the region were 
— represented at the meeting by their leadership. He also called it 
unfortunate' that the network released to journalists 'a draft statement ... 
later modified by the meeting itself.' Staalsett said the LWF letter raised 
several ‘specific human-rights issues', and asked for a moratorium on capital 
punishment, immediate release of all political detainees, and an end to the 
State of emergency and to bans against individuals and organizations. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.59 ::: NAMIBIA: BISHOP WELCOMES SWAPO SOLDIERS 

Keopas Dumeni, one of the two Lutheran bishops in Namibia, warmly welcomed the 
return to Namibia of about 200 soldiers of Plan, the armed wing of Swapo, the 
largest political party in Namibia. At a UN repatriation centre, Dumeni led 
the soldiers in prayers and hymns. 'We thank God for what you did for us,' he 
told them, ‘because the war brought about our independence.' He told them 
that their ‘parents never stopped praying for you. You have never been 
forgotten.’ A South African administrator governs Namibia till the assembly 
elected last month (in which Swapo has 41 of the 72 seats) approves a 
constitution and the UN General Assembly declares Namibia independent. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.60 ::: AUSTRALIA: ECUMENICAL CAUTION ON 'DELIVERANCE MINISTRY' 
Following an announcement by the Uniting Church in the Australian state of 
Queensland that it plans to train members in 'deliverance ministry', a priest 
of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney urged caution. Brian Lucas said 
such training can be dangerous, with a risk of harm to both the exorcist and 
the person being ministered to. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.61 ::: AUSTRALIA COUNTS DENOMINATION SWITCHERS 

A new research report from the Joint Church Census suggests that about 13 
percent of the members of seven denominations in the Australian state of New 
South Wales have changed denominations in the past five years. The rate of 
switching ranged from 8 percent among Anglicans to 25-30 percent among 
Pentecostals (Assembly of God), Disciples (Church of Christ), and Reformed 
(Congregational). About three switches in five are between two of three 
larger bodies (Anglican, Uniting, Presbyterian). One in four involves those 
and the Baptists - either leaving (28 percent) or going into (72 percent) 
Pentecostal bodies. Researcher Peter Kaldor says the switching levels 
"suggest that many in the pews have one eye further afield in their search for 
spiritual homes. Faith is a journey, not an arrival.' [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.62 ::: VOLUNTEERS MAY BE '‘UNGUIDED MISSILES' 

Speaking at the opening of an ecumenical Christian Volunteering Conference, 
Kathryn Greiner, wife of the premier of the Australian state of New South 
Wales, warned that without adequate preparation, volunteers could be like 
‘unguided missiles let loose in the community'. She called for ‘'very 
clear-cut management training programmes, and a very clear-cut recognition of 
the role of the volunteer'. Keynote speaker Margaret Bell, president of the 
International Association of Volunteer Errot, called the volunteer. the 
"conscience of a nation ... its heart and soul'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.63 ::: AUSTRALIA: CHURCH LEADERS BACK ANTI-PORN EFFORTS 

Some Australian church leaders are supporting efforts by the Australian 
Federation of Decency to have soft-core pornographic magazines kept out of 
reach of children at news stands, petrol (gas) stations, and milk bars. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.64 ::: ECUMENICAL WARNING ON AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE STRIKE 

The Church and Society Commission of the Australian Council of Churches says 
the airline strike in Australia has long-term ethical implications. 
"Precedents are being set that go beyond the normal practices of negotiating 
industrial accord, and threaten the stability of industrial relations well 
into the future', the commission warns. It also says that '‘'the right to 
strike ... is only tenable when all parties are prepared to be tempered in 
their demands by a prior concern for the well-being and equity of the whole 
community'. More fundamentally problematic, the group says, is the over-all 
context of the dispute - the 'drive for advantage in terms of wealth, power, 
and status that marks all facets of present Australian society'. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.65 ::: 1993: YEAR OF INTERRELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING 
Four international interfaith organizations have declared 1993 a Year of 
Interreligious Understanding. The year marks the 100th anniversary of the 
World Parliament of Religions, which met in Chicago in 1893. It is regarded 
as the start of the interfaith movement. The four sponsors are_ the 
International Association of Religious Freedom, World Congress of Faiths, 


Temple of Understanding, and World Conference on Religion and Peace. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.66 ::: CHURCH SYNOD CRITICIZES LWF ON SWAPO 

The synod of the Evangelical [Lutheran] Regional Church of Wiirttemberg (West 
Germany) has asked its governing board to tell the Lutheran World Federation 
(of which it is a member) that it is unhappy the LWF has not distanced itself 
further from Swapo, the leading political party in Namibia. The synod acted 
in the wake of reports of torture prisoners Swapo held during its military 
campaign for independence from South Africa. Meeting in Stuttgart, the synod 
also told its delegates to the LWF assembly next February to urge that two 
small, white Lutheran church bodies in southern Africa be allowed to resume 
regular LWF membership. They were suspended in 1984 on grounds that their 
opposition to apartheid (race separation in South Africa) was not evident. 
Wiirttemberg Bishop Théo Sorg said ‘one must admit to having made mistakes and 
ask forgiveness' in terms of those who report they were tortured by Swapo. He 
also faulted a grant of 165 000 US dollars earlier this year to Swapo from the 
Special Fund to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches [EPS 89.09.73]. 
[EPS] 


EPS 89.12.67 ::: FRG: CHRISTMAS ON THE RAILS 

Several opportunities for worship are being offered on Christmas Day on trains 
of the [West] German Federal Railways (DB). Three are taking place in a 
special compartment on an express train which goes from Hamburg to Frankfurt. 
Other DB-related Christmas worship is to occur on a train going from Munich to 
Hannover, and at the main railway station in Frankfurt. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.68 ::: PRIVATE COMPETITION LOWERS CHARITY CLOTHING CONTRIBUTIONS 
Bernie Green, a state manager for the church-related St Vincent de Paul 
charity in Australia, says competition from private companies has caused a 
decline of a quarter in contributions to SVP clothing bins. Green said the 
private operations have a negative impact on the ability of charities to help 
the needy. He said the law should be changed to require private collectors to 
State clearly on their bins where donated goods are going. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.69 ::: ECUMENICAL WORSHIP MARKS RUNCIE VISIT TO STRASBOURG 

A special Reformed-Lutheran-Anglican eucharist (26 November) in St Thomas 
Lutheran church marked the trip of [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie to Strasbourg, where he visited various European institutions based 
there. Later in the day, Runcie attended vespers celebrated in the cathedral 
crypt by the Roman Catholic archbishop of Strasbourg. The morning liturgy was 
described as the first such in the region. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.70 ::: INDIA: ECUMENICAL LOAN FUND MARKS 25 YEARS 

The Indian National Ecumenical Church Loan Fund celebrated its 25th 
anniversary at a meeting of its national committee in Madras last month (18-19 
November). The Indian fund is part of a world network based at the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva. Speaking to the committee, Aldo Comba, acting 
international director of the fund, observed that 'just as swords can be 
transformed into ploughs, so too can credit be transformed from an instrument 


of profit-making into a tool for helping the churches in their structures and 
in their outreach to the poor'. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.71 ::: KENYA: ECUMENICAL MISSION CONFERENCE HELD 

Under the auspices of the National Council of Churches of Kenya, about 600 
people were expected at Limuru, near Nairobi, for a conference on 'mission and 
the calling of the church in Kenya today' (27 November-3 December). One 
purpose of the meeting was to assess work of NCCK members, and suggest future 
goals. Planned speakers included Methodist theologian Canaan Banana, former 
president of Zimbabwe, and South African Reformed theologian Allan Boesak, 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.72 ::: USA: BAPTIST OFFICIAL PROTESTS GAY TV PORTRAYAL 

Executive Director Richard Land of the Christian Life Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention has written to the ABC tv network to protest that 
it has broken ‘one of the few remaining barriers to decency on prime-time 
television' by including a scene in a programme which portrayed two gay men in 
bed. Land told ABC Chairman Thomas Murphy and sponsors of the programme that 
SBC members are ‘alarmed by the increasingly sympathetic portrayal of 
homosexual behaviour in ... the media'. He said most of the 15 million SBC 
members ‘compassionately yet firmly regard homosexuality to be a destructive, 
non-biblical, and tragic lifestyle choice'. An ABC spokesperson said about 
200 people called to complain, and about 500 ‘expressed appreciation [to ABC] 
for portraying homosexuality in a natural and normal manner'. Except for the 
Roman Catholic Church, SBC is the largest US denomination [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.73 ::: INTERFAITH LEBANESE-AMERICAN GROUP IN PEACE PLAN 

The Standing Conference of Lebanese-American Christian and Muslim Religious 
Leaders has offered an 1l-point proposal for peace in Lebanon. The group 
includes Christian, Islamic, and Druse representatives. Chair of the group is 
Philip Saliba, metropolitan and primate of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America. Two Oriental Orthodox and one Roman Catholic 
(Melkite) jurisdiction are also represented in the conference - the Syrian 
Orthodox Church of America and Canada (Archbishop Athanasius Samuel), Melkite 
Greek Catholic Eparchy of Newton (Archbishop Joseph Tawil), and Armenian 
Apostolic Church of America (Archbishop and Prelate Mesrob Ashjian). [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.74 ::: NORDIC LUTHERANS CONSULT ON RELATIONSHIPS WITH ROME 

About 20 participants met in Denmark last month (9-12 November) to discuss the 
attitude of the Lutheran churches of Iceland, Sweden, Finland, Norway, and 
Denmark towards the Roman Catholic Church in the wake of the visit of the pope 
to those five countries last June. At least nominally, almost all the people 
in those countries are Lutherans. The warmth of the official church response, 
however, varied noticeably [EPS 89.05.59; 07.03]. One possibility proposed by 
the meeting is an official Nordic Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue. The 
meeting was co-sponsored by the Nordic Ecumenical Institute and the Institute 
for Ecumenical Research affiliated with the Lutheran World Federation. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.75 ::: ECUMENICAL TEAM OBSERVING NICARAGUA ELECTIONS 

Representatives of the World, Latin American (CLAI), and [US] National 
Councils of Churches, Lutheran World Federation and World Association for 
Christian Communication are monitoring the Nicaraguan elections set for 25 
February. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.76 ::: FRENCH ECUMENICAL AGENCY MARKS 50 YEARS 

Cimade, the French ecumenical aid-and-development agency, marked its 50th 
anniversary last month (15-18 November) with a series of conferences and 
discussions related to North-South issues, including migration, technology, 
human rights, and development. French Prime Minister Michel Rocard and 
retired World Council of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter were among 
those who addressed the gathering. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.77 ::: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL NOTES BOTSWANA PROBLEMS 
Following a meeting (24-25 November) in the capital Gaborone, the executive 
committee and staff of the Botswana Christian Council have listed 11 
'problems' in the southern African country requiring ‘urgent attention by the 
church': unemployment, street children, 'the desperate situations facing our 
sisters, daughters, and mothers in the streets', school drop-outs, teenage 
pregnancies, Aids sufferers, wage rates, orphans, abortion, polygamy, and 
‘encounter with other world religions'. The committee and staff expressed 
their ‘commitment to seeking solutions' and called for ‘spiritual renewal and 
unity of the churches' in such efforts. About half the 1.2 million people in 


Botswana are counted as Christians. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.78 ::: NAMIBIA: CHURCH LEADER ACCUSES POLICE 

General Secretary Abisai Shejavali of the Council of Churches in Namibia says 
local police are cooperating with vigilantes who have killed and injured 
dozens of Namibians in the days since the pre-independence elections in 
Namibia last month. He also said (27 November) that local police will not 
cooperate with local leaders trying to disarm their communities. South Africa 
continues to administer Namibia as it approaches independence. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.79 ::: PATRIARCH TIKHON PROCLAIMED A SAINT 

The Holy Synod, the executive committee of the bishops of the Russian 
[Eastern] Orthodox Church has formally proclaimed the sainthood of Patriarch 
Tikhon. He was elected with the restoration of the patriarchate in 1917, just 
at the time of the Soviet revolution. He died in 1925, after a period of 
detention by the communist authorities. The bishops also formally declared 
the sainthood of the first Russian patriarch, Job. He was in office in the 
16th century. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.80 ::: SIERRA LEONE: ECUMENICAL LEADER ON 'COMPULSORY LEAVE' 
Africa Church Information Service reports (27 November) that General Secretary 
Eustace Renner of the United Christian Council of Sierra Leone has been put on 
"compulsory leave’. The UCCSL Executive Committee is investigating Renner's 
administration since 1984. UCCSL President J.S. Mans says there is 'prima 
facie evidence of financial defalcation' during Renner's tenure. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.81 ::: ZIMBABWE LEADER OPENS INTERCHURCH AID MEETING 

Canaan Banana, a Methodist theologian and former president of Zimbabwe, opened 
the meeting in Harare (5-11 December) of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. Commissioners 
from around the world discussed ways to implement proposals from a major WCC 
conference on diakonia (Christian service) in 1986. They also considered the 
impact of recent events in such places as Namibia, El Salvador, Lebanon, and 
Central and Eastern Europe; natural disasters; and nuclear testing in the 


Pacific on CICARWS work with refugees, as well as its work in advocacy and the 
sharing of resources. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.82 ::: KENYA: ANGLICAN-INLAND DISPUTE CONTINUES 

Bishop Alexander Muge, head of the Anglican Diocese of Eldoret has told Bishop 
Ezekiel Birech, head of the Africa Inland [Independent] Church, not to allow 
AIC to be used to harass members of his diocese. Muge sent his message after 
a local government official interrupted an Anglican worship service in the 
diocese. AIC and the diocese have been contesting ownership of a mission 
Station in Kiwawa which belonged to Associated Christian Churches of Kenya 
till that denomination was proscribed by the government. The diocese and AIC 
each says it has an agreement with ACCK allowing it to take over the 


property. Muge says most former ACCK members h 
become Anglicans. [EPS] er ave voluntarily decided to 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 89.12.83 ::: VIETNAMESE EVANGELICALS IN APPEAL 

The General Evangelical [Reformed] Church of North Vietnam (EEGV) is asking 
for help to rebuild 15 parish churches, improve its Bible and theology school, 
and secure 10 000 Bibles and 10 000 hymn books. In a letter to the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches in Geneva, EEGVN Vice President and General 
Secretary Bui-Hoanh-Thu also asked for prayer for the church and country 'so 
that we can reduce our difficulties'. The Vietnamese population is about 65 
million. About 55 percent are counted as Buddhists. Christians are about 7.5 
percent of the population, almost all of them Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.84 ::: ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR US$2.9 MILLION FOR ETHIOPIA 

The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) is appealing for 2.9 million dollars 
to respond to the effects of drought and famine in Ethiopia. The money is for 
programmes of the Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church. The World Food 
Programme estimates about 3.6 million people (including 2 million in Eritrea) 
will need food relief throughout 1990. The total Ethiopian population is 
about 47.5 million (including about 2.7 million in Eritrea). [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.85 ::: CZECHOSLOVAKIA: CHURCH LEADER APPOINTED TO GOVERNMENT 

Josef Hromadka, moderator of the Evangelical [United] Church of the Czech 
Brethren, was appointed (3 December) vice prime minister in the new 
Czechoslovak government, one of five non-communists included in it. His 
denomination has given him a leave of absence to take up his government post. 
He also chairs the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.86 ::: UK: CHURCH LEADERS ACCUSE GOVERNMENT ON POVERTY 

A score of British church leaders have signed a declaration accusing the 
government of widening the gap between rich and poor. Signers include seven 
Roman Catholic bishops, 10 Anglican bishops, Moderator Bill McDonald of the 
[Reformed] Church of Scotland, President John Vincent of the British Methodist 
Conference, and President John Biggs of the Baptist Union of Great Britain. 
Among other things, they say, under the current government (in power since 
1979), ‘more people are begging in the street ... over a third of a million 
are homeless and the number of homeless households has nearly doubled ... 
hospital wards are being closed while waiting lists grow ... the mentally-ill 
are discharged from hospital without adequate support ... [and] children are 
sent home from school because they have no teachers'. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.87 ::: GULF ECUMENICAL CENTRE HAS TO MOVE 

The ecumenical [Persian] Gulf Churches' Study Centre has to move by the end of 
the month from its base in Manama (Bahrain) because the Reformed Church in 
America, which owns it, needs the space for additional medical personnel. 
Besides the RCA (through the local National Evangelical Church), there is 
Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Independent (Mar Thoma), United (South 
India), and Oriental Orthodox (Syrian) participation in the centre. Given the 
RCA move, some others are reportedly reconsidering financial support. [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.88 ::: REFORMED LEADER: RENOUNCE 1968 ACTION AGAINST CSSR 

In a message to Pope John Paul on the eve of the pope's meeting with Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev this month, General Secretary Milan Opocensky 
asked the pope to ask Gorbachev to '‘'renounce' the Soviet-led invasion of 
Czechoslovakia in August 1968. ‘The quick and candid condemnation of this 
move would have an important healing and reconciling effect on the present 
situation of the country', wrote Opocensky, a Czechoslovak citizen. 'The vast 
majority of Czechs and Slovaks is waiting for this move', he told the pope. 
"I beg you to speak on behalf of your Slavic brothers and sisters.' [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.89 ::: ECUVIEW: 'The Church and Refugees' (by Melaku Kifle) 


[Kifle is coordinator of the Refugee Service of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. He comments in the wake of the election of Thorvald Stoltenberg 
as the new UN High Commissioner for Refugees. A veteran diplomat, at the time 
of his election Stoltenberg was Norway's ambassador to the United Nations.] 


Thorvald Stoltenberg has been elected at a time when the office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees is facing the greatest financial crisis in its 
40-year history. 


As a result of this crisis, UNHCR has been forced to substantially reduce its 
assistance programmes to refugees. This is happening at a time when the needs 
and numbers of refugees are increasing. 


Thus, the new commissioner has two major and immediate tasks - to restore 
confidence in the wake of charges against his predecessor, and to raise 
substantial amounts of new money. 


Given his wide experience in international affairs, and the various important 
positions Thorvald Stoltenberg has held during his career, we are confident he 
will be able to meet the immediate and long-term challenges. 


In this situation, the World Council of Churches has a clear position: 


First, a strong UNHCR is needed to provide protection and assistance to 
refugees. Governments must enable UNHCR to fulfil its mandate. 


At the same time, UNHCR must work more closely with the churches who are 
providing important complementary services to refugees in all regions. 


Second, all governments must be reminded that assistance to refugees is part 
of their international responsibility and cannot be turned over to others. 


Donor governments must be reminded that the main burden of refugees does not 
fall on them, but on some of the poorest countries ‘of the world. 


Third, every effort must be made by churches, other non-governmental 
organizations, and governments to address the causes of refugee movements. 


As long as wars continue and governments continue to violate the human rights 
of their citizens, refugees will continue to flee. 


Fourth, the churches have a responsiblility to play a major role in 
discussions of the future international refugee system. 


Long before the present international system was formed, churches were 
providing assistance and hospitality to the strangers in their midst. 


Churches were in the forefront of developing a system in which the 


international community was enabled to see and to assume its responsibility 
for those forced to flee their countries. 


The church, as one of very few international bodies with a global 
constituency, and as an advocate for refugees, must play a role in shaping 
whatever future international refugee system emerges. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.90 ::: ECUVIEW: 'Church Response to DDR' (by Wolfgang Polzer) 


[This is abridged and edited from material distributed by the [West] German 
Evangelical Alliance in its English-language information service (20 
November). Polzer edits that service.] 


"We all give thanks to God.' The largest West Berlin newspaper greeted 
Friday, 10 November, with this splash headline about the day the Berlin Wall 
lost its meaning. | 

That quote from West Berlin's Evangelical [United] Bishop Martin Kruse 
expressed well the feelings of the three million East Berliners and East 
Germans who travelled freely to the West during the following weekend. 


Services of thanksgiving were held not only in Berlin but all along the 
East-West border. When the bells of the famous Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial church 
in West Berlin rang out, people stopped to pray in the streets. 


In Leipzig, where hundreds of thousands had gathered in the churches before 
they took to the streets to demonstrate peacefully for freedom and democracy, 
a young pastor recalled the Old Testament story of the fall of Jericho: 'For 
nine Mondays we marched through the city, and then the wall came down.' 


The churches in West Berlin and all along the border responded with 
overwhelming hospitality. Church halls were spontaneously converted into 
dormitories. Church people offered private accommodation. According to a 
church spokesperson in West Berlin, offers occasionally exceeded demand. 


The Salvation Army - forbidden in the DDR (East Germany) - welcomed visitors 
at five new border crossings with brass music, brewed up hundreds of litres of 
coffee and tea, and handed out warm clothing to elderly East Berliners. 


Parishes in neighbouring villages cut off by the East-West border for decades 
joined in thanksgiving. 


Welcoming events for which they had prayed since the Wall was erected in 
August 1961, Evangelical Alliance leaders on both sides of the border also 
warned against undue euphoria. 


Chairman Jiirgen Stabe of the DDR Alliance said the happy mood should not 
divert attention from the many problems still to be solved. Fritz Laubach, 
leader of the BRD (West German) Alliance, promised that members. and 
sympathizers in both German states would pray for more understanding between 
East and West. 


The opening of the wall and the border took everyone by surprise, including 
church people. The synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany, which groups 
Lutheran, Reformed, and United Landeskirchen (regional churches) in BRD and 
West Berlin, was meeting near the Swiss border when the news came. 


Synod members and DDR guests: were equally overwhelmed. Said Kruse, who also 
chairs the EKD council: 'The doors have been opened, and they will never be 
closed again.' 


Only the day before, the synod had passed a resolution warning West Germans 
not to interfere in East German affairs. [over] 
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While affirming the special relationship between the church in both parts of 
the divided nation, the resolution also emphasized that DDR people have to 
determine their own affairs. That statement did not call specifically for 
free elections and rejected any talk of reunification. 


In the DDR, about two-fifths of the population of about 16 million are 
reckoned as Christians, and most of them belong to one of the eight Lutheran 
or United Landeskirchen. Unquestionably they have paved the way towards reform. 


In recent years an increasing number of churches opened their doors to 
dissidents, ecologists, and potential emigrants. Political gatherings were 
linked with prayer meetings and devotions. Demonstrations started with church 


services. 


At first, the state reacted with confiscations of church newspapers, and 
arrests. That policy culminated in the violent attacks by police on 
demonstrators in early October. 


But unlike the DDR uprising in 1953, the demonstrations remained peaceful. As 
a gesture of non-violent protest demonstrators lit candles and placed them in 
front of government buildings. Many observers attribute the absence of 
violence to prayer and worship. 


Twenty years ago, the DDR Landeskirchen started a walk on a tightrope in their 
relationships with the communist state and the people. They coined the phrase 
‘church in socialism' to describe their position within society. 


This definition was never totally accepted. Now it has been abandoned because 
it could also be interpreted as affirmation of the System. Indeed, last month 
United Bishop Horst Gienke of Greifswald had to resign because of his 
friendliness towards former state officials [EPS 89.11.84]. 


This year the number of legal emigrants from the DDR will most probably reach 
250. -000% Most who leave are young, including notable numbers of highly 
qualified doctors, engineers, scientists. But now, some are having second 
thoughts. And church leaders on both sides of the border are encouraging them 
to return. 


The enormous brain drain has taken its toll on the DDR economy and social 
services. Many hospital wards have had to close; factories have had to slow 
down. So, church leaders have appealed to people not to leave. Still, it was 
finally the wave of refugees that swept the old guard off its feet. 


Whether the present developments will lead to German ‘reunification' is an 
open question, For a long time, church representatives on both sides of the 


border have warned against such a course if it was understood as the BRD 
annexing the DDR. 


The question of whether the Evangelical Landeskirchen should regain their 
organizational unity, which they maintained, at least formally, till the late 


1960s, is also surfacing. Some groups in Berlin are already calling for a 
joint 'East-—West Synod' in the city. 


But whatever may Separate the church, one task looms large on both sides of 
the border - re-evangelization. Regular church attendance is low. The 
general picture on both sides of the border is of a highly secularized and 


materialistic society, with a dee need for spiri 
political reform. [EPS] i piritual renewal, not only 
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EPS 89.12.91 ::: ECUTEXT: 'Reasons for a YMCA Role in Palestine’ 


[This is excerpted from ‘The Palestinian Situation and the YMCA: A Statement 
and Recommendations'. The full text is available from the World Association 
of YMCAs, 37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva.] 


eee Aals The YMCA is a Christian movement. It cannot do other than involve 
itself, as all Christians must involve themselves, with the needy, the 
persecuted, and the disadvantaged. 


vi The YMCA ... represented locally by associations throughout the Middle 
East - in Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Gaza, West Bank and Lebanon. These 
associations cross political, geographical, cultural, and religious boundaries. 


The world movement would fail in its duty if it did not take the concerns of 
these associations seriously as it takes those of its other associations, and 
if it did not seek to understand and work from a situation which has so much 
bearing on programmes and so profound an impact on the lives of the men and 
women who are part of the YMCA. 


a3 There are also churches in the area, as there have been continuously 
since the formation of the Christian faith. The YMCA as a Christian 
movement, and in common with other Christian bodies, has unavoidable bonds 
with these churches and their people. 


4, The YMCA is also a humanitarian movement. Its members are conscious of 
their own rights of citizenship, and they are committed to practical 
humanitarian projects, especially in the fields of education and development, 
and particularly where they relate to work among refugees. 


In this work the YMCA relates to other non-governmental organizations, and its 
credibility must rank with theirs. In the West Bank, Gaza, and Israel the 
YMCA is actively involved in this way. It has a duty to maintain, and where 
possible extend, this activity. 


5% The YMCA is a movement which combines a Christian inspiration and 
leadership with a multifaith activity and membership. Because of this, the 
YMCA is committed to interfaith dialogue. Such a commitment must be specially 
relevant in an area which is the crucible of three faiths as well as the 
cradle of our own. 


6. The YMCA cannot escape the responsibility, much of it inevitably 
unwelcome, brought by force of historical circumstances. Palestine has had 
focused on it the attention of many countries whose connections with it have 
in all justice been indirect or non-existent. 


Too often the focus has been experienced in hard political realities. The 
Crusades, the Ottoman Empire, the British Mandate, are now ‘history', but they 
may illustrate the point. 


So in a different way (because it happened outside Palestine) must the 
Holocaust. 


While national YMCAs do not necessarily bear the burden of national guilt or 
responsibility, neither can they separate themselves from the role taken by 
their nations in this particular area of the world. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.92 ::: ECUTEXT: 'Proposals on a YMCA Role in Palestine’ 


[This is excerpted from 'The Pelestinian Situation and the YMCA: A Statement 
and Recommendations'. The full text is available from the World Association 
of YMCAs, 37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva.] 


... - The World Alliance [of YMCAs] should recognise the right of Palestinians 
to self-determination and an independent state on their own land, and the 
right of return, where both peoples - Israelis and Palestinians - can live in 
peaceful coexistence on an equal basis. The World Alliance should also 
recognise that the PLO is the sole and legitimate representative of the hopes 
and aspirations of the Palestinian people. 


- The World Alliance should recognise the right of Israel to exist as a state 
in defined and secure borders. 


—- The World Alliance should urge Israel to respect and apply the Fourth 
Geneva Convention and the United Nations Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338, and the UN Conventions on Human Rights, which were accepted by all 
nations, including the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). 


- The World Alliance should condemn all forms of terrorism in and outside the 
region. 


- The World Alliance should encourage the dialogue between Israel ... and the 
PLO, including local Palestinians ... through an international conference ... 
under the auspices of the United Nations, which would lead to peace, [and] the 
establishment of a Palestinian state alongside Israel. 


- The World YMCA should ... [help draw] attention to the increasing ... 
violations of human rights of Palestinians in the occupied territories, which 
include shooting, beating, harassment, deportation, house demolition, 
imprisonment, curfew, confiscation of land and property, etc. The World YMCA 
--.- Should exert pressure on the Israeli government authorities to stop 
hindering and destroying Palestinian economic and social development. 


- The YMCA should also draw the attention ... to the ... interrupted 
education process of children, who, for nearly two years, have been deprived 
of basic education due to the closure ... educational institutions. 

- The World Alliance of YMCAs should encourage the involvement of the YMCA 
around the world, to support, Strengthen, and facilitate the work of YMCAs in 


the region ... to extend relief programmes and services to refugees and 
affected Palestinian communities .... 


- The World YMCA should Support programmes that will create appreciation and 
understanding of Palestinian culture. 


- The World Alliance should encourage national movements to support local 


YMCAs in the occupied territories and Israel to carry out programmes which 


will deal with social, psychological and physical rehabilitation for youth, 
women and men affected since the Intifada, 


- The World Alliance should set up a special task force with an office in 


stoners for the purpose of (a) monitoring the situation; (b) representing 
wors¢ community of YMCAs; and (c) following up recommendations, as well 


as informing the world YMCAs of new id 
eas and 
Palestinian community, [EPS] nd projects to support the 
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EPS 89.12.93 ::: ECUTEXT: ‘Sri Lanka Crisis: An Ecumenical Response' 


[This text was released by an ecumenical (Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, 
Presbyterian) group of 50 Sri Lankans who met in October 'to discuss the grave 
crisis of our nation’. 


[There are about 17 million people in Sri Lanka, an island nation off the 
southeast coast of India. There has been violent conflict in recent years 
between the two principal ethnic groups - the majority Sinhalese and the 
minority Tamils. 


[About 70 percent of the population is Buddhist. Of the remaining 30 percent, 
about half is Hindu, and about a quarter each are Muslim and Christian.] 


.-.. We are indeed agonised over the massive loss of human life taking place in 
our country today. The political struggle now engulfing the country has 
already cost us many thousands of lives. The misery and fear in which our 
people live is indescribable. 


The Right to Life and Justice: We urge all our people, the militant youth and 
the security forces of our state to ensure the security of all non-combatants. 
No one has the right to torture anyone, ever. No one should kill a fellow 
human being. 


All persons who are arrested must be assured of safety of life and limb. 
Their families should be informed and permitted to visit them. They must be 
dealt with under the due process of the normal law of our country. 


The Need for the Restoration of Democracy: Every effort must be made by the 
government to sincerely take steps to restore our democratic way of life so 
that all political groups would be free to join in the task of creating a just 
society in our country. We believe that this is possible, only if the 
paramilitary forces are disbanded, the emergency lifted, the PTA [= Public 
Terrorism Act] and Indemnity Act repealed. 


We urge the militant youth on their part to stop the killing of security force 
personnel, government officials and other civilians. It would also be 
imperative that the media be freed of state control and be equally accessible 
to all parties. These would be essential conditions for the holding of free 
and fair elections. 


The Underlying Causes: Many people in our country have no land to cultivate 
and land reform is an urgent need, so that the landless peasantry may be 
immediately given land and other facilities for agricultural production. 
Avenues of employment in industry, agriculture, and the provision of services 
must be expanded. 


We believe that in order to do this the free market economy we know should 
seriously and radically be reviewed. Rural industry and local agriculture 
must be protected and encouraged. The policy of leasing out large extents of 
land to foreign companies should also be ended. 


Our youth have not been able to participate in a free and a fair general 
election for 12 years and have lost confidence in the democratic process. 
They have seen the growth of authoritarianism, and the centralization of power 
in a presidency, and the consequent loss of the sovereignty of the people. 
They have seen and experienced the denial of trade union rights and student 
rights. [over] 


sri lanka/2 


The arbitrary banning and proscription of any movements and organizations of 
protest ... has embittered a large section of our young people. They feel 
that successive governments have failed to respond to their aspirations. They 
are unable to secure employment for themselves on account of political 
favouritism, and are afraid that the welfare system on which the people now 
depend so much will also be gradually dismantled. They are also aware that 
the judiciary has been undermined. 


All these factors have led a section of our youth population to resort to 
armed struggle -— both in the North and East and the South. 


While we recognise the justice of the cause of our militant youth, and while 
we understand the spiral of violence that has driven them to armed struggle, 
we believe that the strategy of violence is too costly in terms of human life, 
dehumanising, and totally counter-productive. 


Towards a Just Solution: We urge that this problem be solved by effecting 
immediate radical political and economic reforms, such as the restoration of 
the powers of parliament and the abolition of the executive presidency, the 
total overhauling of the open economy and radical land reform. 


Serious attention must be given to the solving of our national problem. In 
this regard every effort must be made to create a Sri Lankan consciousness 
that transcends our loyalties to our respective races and creeds. 


This is a task that must be undertaken chiefly by those formulating 
educational policies. Our educational system must have clear objectives and 
be based on sound principles. Thus we urge that educational policies and 
principles should be determined by an independent educational commission which 
will not be subject to partisan political control. 


The unity and sovereignty of our nation can be protected only if we recognise 
our plurality. We are many races and many creeds and all of us must be 
encouraged to contribute to the richness and variety of our national life. 
This can be ensured only by a process of devolution of power from the centre 
to the periphery. ... Such devolution can succeed only if democratic 
institutions that serve the periphery are strengthened and fostered. 


A Reflection: We urge the churches to which we belong to examine their own 
structures. Are we the churches blameless? Have not our institutions served 


to form and sustain the very elites and forces that uphold the unjust and 
exploitative order that prevails? 


We need to examine our own structures, institutions and lifestyle. Do they 
reflect Christ's concern for the poor and oppressed ...? Thus impelled by our 
faith we must offer all our resources and ourselves in the creative action to 
bringing into being the new order of love and justice. ... We must stand up in 
defence of human rights, in this dark hour of our nation's History, “sce. We 
must defend the right to life of each one of us and urge that all who violate 
our law should be dealt with justly, legally, and mercifully. ... 


[W]e demand that the lives of all those detained in police stations and army 
camps are secured and protected; that they be not denied the right to 
justice. We ask that we be allowed to provide Sanctuary to all those whose 
lives are in danger and who seek refuge. We seek permission to visit those in 
ian We strongly urge that the brutal killings of our people, especially 
the flower of our nation, by paramilitary Squads, armed services and militant 
groups throughout our country, be stopped immediately. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.94 ::: ECUTEXT: ‘Situation in El Salvador' 


[This is excerpted from an assessment of the situation made by representatives 
of several international, church and other, non-governmental, humanitarian 
organizations (NGOs) who met in San Salvador last month (20 November). It 
reflects a consensus of those who met.] 


1. The ... government and armed forces of El Salvador are using the present 
[military] offensive initiated by the [anti-government] FMLN as a pretext for 
implementing a ‘total war' strategy against all social forces, including 
churches and NGOs, which do not support the government position [EPS 89.12.51]. 


It is within this context that the public accusations and violent attacks 
against popular organizations, local NGOs, churches and international agencies 
involved in independent humanitarian work should be understood. While 
conclusive evidence surrounding the assassination of six Jesuit priests and 
two employees has not yet been formally presented, the fact that the deaths 
occurred in an area of the city clearly under military control at the time, 
only blocks from the military's central command and during the hours of curfew 
Suggest that these events can be understood within the same context. 


ae Local non-governmental organizations, especially those involved in 
grassroots organizing efforts and primary health care, have been particularly 
targeted. Their offices, like those of many of the popular organizations have 
been searched and ransacked by the military. 


oe The aerial attacks against densely-populated metropolitan areas both day 
and night from 10-20 November have resulted in 40 000 displaced ... hundreds 
dead, and thousands wounded. Hundreds of homes are destroyed or damaged. 
Whole areas ... have had no light or water for a week. 


Since Sunday, 11 November, the churches have been working to respond to the 
enormous human suffering, by distributing food and medicine’ through 
neighbourhood churches, and opening churches and other centres as refuges for 
the displaced. As of 19 November there were about 27 church refuges housing 
about 11 000 displaced. 


The churches have experienced serious problems and harassment as a result of 
their efforts in humanitarian relief work. Some church refuge centres have 
been searched, one hit with a grenade, some closed down. Church workers have 
been threatened and taken out of the houses or refuges where they work. Church 
vehicles have been detained trying to transport supplies ... and in many cases 
prevented from providing relief assistance to [stricken] neighbourhoods. 


4. International agencies, their staff, and other foreigners, including 
church workers, have also been subjects of searches, arrests, threats, and 
deportations. The National Guard have confiscated the contents of. one NGO 
office. 


be 3 --. Many ... programmes through which we channel aid are being rapidly 
neutralized or destroyed. We ask specifically that: (a) the ... government 
be urged to allow NGOs and churches to carry out their humanitarian work in 
the present crisis according to their mandate; (b) the current wave of 
actions against legitimate local non-governmental institutions, popular 
sectors and their organizations, churches, and international workers be halted 
so that these groups can carry out their normal work peacefully; (c) most 
importantly, ... pressure be exerted on all parties involved in the conflict 
to establish an immediate ceasefire and a process of dialogue at the highest 
levels, leading to a negotiated solution to the war. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 89.12.95 ::: ECUTEXT: 'CLAI Appeal to USA on El Salvador' 


[This appeal [28 November] to US President George Bush, other US government 
officials, and US church and other religious and humanitarian leaders was sent 
by President Federico Pagura, Vice President Gabriel Vaccaro, and General 
Secretary Felipe Adolf of the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI).] 


.-» How long will the Christians and people of the United States have to 
contemplate the incongruity of their government - heir to humanitarian and 
democratic traditions - as it supports with over a million dollars a day 
another government that represses and kills bishops, religious workers, 
children, men, and women; violates human rights; closes itself to dialogue; 
and obstructs the pastoral task of the churches? 


How long will the conscience of the US people have to resign itself to seeing 
that over a million dollars a day given for peace and life in El Salvador has 
no other effect than to increase the number of dead, of refugees, of 
unemployed, of malnourished persons? ... How long will the clamour of the 
Salvadoran people for social, political, and economic change go unheard by the 
government of a people such as the United States, who also struggled for 
freedom and justice? How long will two governments stand in the way of the 
aspirations and conscience of two different nations? 


-»- In the name of the God of Justice, ... of Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, 
ee. Of the Spirit of All Truth: Stop now! [EPS] 


EPS 89.12.96 ::: ECUTEXT: 'German Old Catholic-Evangelical Agreement' 


[In March 1985, representatives of the Old Catholic Diocese (AKD) and the 
United, Reformed, and Lutheran regional churches in West Germany and West 
Berlin (the lLandeskirchen which together form the EKD), recommended 
‘reciprocal invitation to participate in the celebration of the eucharist'. 
Such was subsequently approved by synods of the Landeskirchen and the diocese. 
But the international conference of Old Catholic bishops recommended that the 
agreement be retracted. To clarify the current situation, AKD Bishop Sigisbert 
Kraft and West Berlin United Bishop Martin Kruse (president of the EKD 


Council), issued a statement. It was translated by the Language Service of 
the World Council of Churches. ] 


+. The regulations in force in the participating churches were not to be 
called in question [by the agreement]. ... The basic document mentions the ... 
agreements already operating on the basis of the doctrinal texts in force. 
Members of the ... synods were aware that in addition there are areas where no 


Signs of an agreement can yet be seen. Such continuing divisions must neither 
be overlooked nor glossed over. 


With this first Step of an invitation to Christians of the other confession, 

the participating churches regard themselves as committed afresh to do what is 

humanly possible to arrive at the unity which is the will of God. Although so 

ee Baste pccment on inter-communion is feasible and prevailing differences in 

ag eee ae Bs of the ministry do not allow inter-celebration or inter- 

ear ’ are grateful for this initial, partial measure which facilitates 
Pastoral support for families belonging to different confessions. 


We hope and pray that the 
can be followed in the wo 
relating to growing agreem 


path we have found to be possible on the local level 
rldwide fellowship of our churches, so that documents 
ent will lead to fellowship in that path. [EPS] 
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